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PREFACE 


The  work  of  preparing  the  records  of  the  war  for  public  use  was 
begun,  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  May  19, 1864,  by  Ool.  E.  D, 
Townsend,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Army  (then  in  charge  of 
the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  and  subsequently  the  Adjutant-General), 
who  caused  copies  to  be  made  of  reports  of  battles  on  file  in  his  office 
and  steps  to  be  taken  to  collect  missing  records. 

Under  the  provisions  of  joint  resolution  of  July  27, 1866,  Hon.  Peter 
H.  Watson  was  a]>pointed  to  supervise  the  preparation  of  the  records 
and  to  formulate  a  plan  for  their  publication,  but  he  performed  no 
service  under  this  appointment,  which  expired  July  27, 1808,  by  limi- 
tation. This  resolution  having  also  repealed  the  former  one,  the  project 
was  suspended  for  the  time  being. 

The  first  decisive  step  taken  was  the  act  of  June  23, 1874,  providing 
the  necessary  means  "to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the 
publication  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Kebellion,  both 
of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,"  and  directing  him  "to  have 
copied  for  the  Public  Printer  all  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  gen- 
eral orders,  not  heretofore  copied  or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in 
chronological  order."  Appropriations  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  for  continuing  such  preparation.  Under  this  act  the  preliminary 
work  was  resumed  by  General  Townseud. 

Subsequently,  under  meager  appropriations,  it  was  prosecuted  in  a 
somewhat  desultory  manner  by  various  subordinates  of  the  War  De- 
partment until  December  14,  1877,  when  the  Secretary  of  War,  per- 
ceiving that  the  undertaking  needed  the  undivided  attention  of  a  single 
head,  detailed  Gapt.  Robert  N.  Scott,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery  (subse- 
quently major  and  lieutenant-colonel  same  regiment),  to  take  charge 
of  the  office. 

The  act  of  June  23,  1874,  enlarged  upon  the  first  scheme  of  publica- 
tion. On  this  more  comprehensive  basis  it  was  determined  that  the 
volumes  should  include  not  only  the  battle  reports,  correspondence, 
etc.,  in  possession  of  the  War  Department,  but  also  "  all  official  docu- 
ments that  can  be  obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of 
any  historical  value."  Colonel  Scott  systematized  the  work,  and,  upon 
his  recommendation,  the  Secretary  of  War  approved  the  following 
order  of  publication : 

The  first  series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Confederate,  of 
the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern  States,  and  of  all  military 
operations  in  the  field,  with  the  correspondence,  orders,  and  returns  relating  specially 
thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

in 
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In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns  and  several 
theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  events),  and  the  Union  reports 
of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts. 
The  correspondence,  etc.,  not  embraced  in  the  "reports"  proper  will  follow  (first 
Union  and  next  Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  second  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns. 
Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so  far  as  the  military 
authorities  were  concerned)  to  state  or  political  prisoners. 

The  third  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  oflS- 
cials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  sabjeots  of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  will 
set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  corps  and  departments;  the  calls 
for  troops,  and  the  correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State 
authorities. 

The  fourth  series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Confeder.ate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the  Union  officials,  as  of  the 
third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence  between  the  Union  and  Confederate 
authorities  given  in  that  series. 

The  first  volume  of  the  records  was  issued  in  the  early  fall  of  1880. 
The  act  approved  June  16, 1880,  provided  "for  the  printing  and  bind- 
ing, under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  10,000  copies  of  a  com- 
])ilation  of  the  Official  Records  (Union  and  Confederate)  of  the  War  of 
the  BebellioD,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready  for  publication,  during 
the  fiscal  year;"  and  that "  of  said  number  7,000  copies  shall  be  for  the 
use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  2,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  Departments." 
Under  this  act  Colonel  Scott  proceeded  to  publish  the  first  five  volumes 
of  the  records.* 

"AH  subsequent  volumes  have  been  distributed  under  the  act  approved  August  7, 
1883,  which  provides  that : 

"The  volumes  of  the  OfBcial  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  dis- 
tributed as  follows:  One  thousand  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now 
provided  by  law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
among  officers  of  the  Army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three 
hundred  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organiza- 
tions, and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-six,  and  each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one,  of 
such  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Dele- 
gates shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies 
of  the  eleven  thousand  to  be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  co.st  of 
publication  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be 
covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals. 
He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  Bent." 
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Colonel  Scott  died  March  o,  1887.  At  his  death  some  twenty-six 
books  only  had  been  issued,  but  he  had  compiled  a  large  amount  of 
matter  for  forthcoming  volumes;  consequently  his  name  as  compiler 
was  retained  in  all  the  books  up  to  and  including  Vol.  XXXVI, 
although  his  successors  had  added  largely  to  his  compilations  from 
new  material  found  after  his  demise. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  May  7, 1887,  assigned  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  Lazelle, 
Twenty-third  U.  S.  Infantry,  to  daty  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  Scott. 
He  had  continued  in  charge  about  two  years,  when,  in  the  act  approved 
March  2,  1889,  it  was  provided — 

That  heieafter  the  jireparation  and  publication  of  said  records  shall  be  conducted, 
under  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  board  of  three  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  an 
officer  of  the  Army,  and  two  civilian  experts,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  compensation  of  said  civilian  experts  to  bo  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  War  appointed  Maj.  George  B.  Davis,  judge-advo- 
cate, U.  S.  Army,  as  the  military  member,  and  Leslie  J.  Perry,  of  Kan- 
sas, and  Joseph  W.  Kirkley,  of  Maryland,  as  the  civilian  expert  mem- 
bers of  said  board.  The  board  assumed  direction  of  the  publication  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  1889,  its  first  work  beginning  with 
Serial  No.  3G  of  Vol.  XXIV. 

July  1,  1895,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Maj.  George  W. 
Davis,  Eleventh  IT.  S.  Infantry  (subsequently  lieutenant-colonel  Four- 
teenth U.  S.  Infantry),  relieved  Maj.  George  B.  Davis  as  the  military 
member  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Publication.  Subsequently 
Col.  Fred  C.  Ainsworth,  Chief  of  the  Eecord  and  Pension  OlBce,  War 
Department,  was  appointed  the  military  member  and  president  of  the 
board,  relieving  Lieut.  Col.  George  W".  Davis  June  1, 1898. 

December  1,  1898,  under  the  provision  of  the  sundry  civil  act  of 
July  1,  1898,  relative  to  the  War  Eecords  Office,  the  Board  of  Publica- 
tion was  dissolved,  whereupon,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  continuance  of  the  work,  beginning  with  Vol.  VI,  Series  II,  devolved 
on  Colonel  (now  Brigadier-General)  Ainsworth. 

By  operation  of  law  (contained  in  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  tlie  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,"  approved  February  24, 1899), 
the  War  Eecords  Office  was  merged  into  the  Eecord  and  Pension 
Office,  July  1, 1899,  and  since  that  date  the  work  of  publication  has 
been  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  the  chief  of  that  office. 

Each  volume  includes  a  copious  index,  and  for  the  further  conven- 
ience of  investigators  there  will  be,  in  addition,  a  separate  general 
index  to  the  entire  set. 

Nothing  is  printed  in  these  volumes  except  duly  authenticated  con- 
temporaneous records  of  the  war.  The  scope  of  the  compiler's  work  is 
to  decide  upon  and  arrange  the  matter  to  be  published;  to  correct  and 
verify  the  orthography  of  the  papers  used,  and,  wherever  deemed  neces- 
sary, to  add  a  foot-note  of  explanation. 
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COEEESPONDENCE,  OEDEES,  ETC.,  EELATING  TO  PRIS- 
ONEES  OP  WAE  AND  STATE  FEOM  APEIL  1,  1864,  TO 
DECBMBEE  31,  18G4. 

TTNIOTir  .A.N"D   CONinCDERA-TB   CORRESPONIDBNCB:,   ETC. 

Hbadqxjabtees  U.  S,  Forces, 
Gamp  Chase,  Ohio,  April  1, 1864. 

INSTRUCTIONS   TO   PRISON   GUARDS. 

I.  Guards  will  iu  no  case  speak  to  prisoners,  except  when  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  compels  them,  nor  will  they  converse  with  each 
other  while  on  duty,  but  will  keep  constantly  on  tlie  alert. 

II.  They  will  not  permit  the  prisoners  to  approach  nearer  than  ten 
feet  to  the  fence,  except  at  the  sinks  and  sutler's  stand. 

III.  They  will  not  permit  the  prisoners  to  collect  in  squads,  especially 
after  night.  If  they  do  so  congregate  the  sentinel  will  promptly  order 
them  to  disperse.  If  not  done  instantly  he  will  call  the  sergeant  of 
the  guard. 

IV.  They  will  not  permit  lights  to  be  burned  in  quarters  iu  the  night 
after  taps,  except  in  cases  where  they  are  directed  by  the  ofticer  of  the 
guard.  Where  a  sentinel  perceives  any  improper  light  he  will  notify 
the  mess  to  put  out  the  light,  and  if  not  done  immediately  will  call  the 
sergeant  of  the  guard. 

V.  Sentinels  will  not  permit  persons  to  loiter  around  the  outside  of 
the  prisons,  and  will  peraiit  no  person  to  approach  the  prison  except 
at  the  gates,  especially  between  retreat  and  reveille, 

VI.  In  any  rush  toward  the  fence  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  it 
down  the  sentinel  would  be  justified  in  firing  upon  the  prisoners  mak- 
ing the  attempt. 

VII.  It  is  not  a  sentinel's  whole  duty  to  watch  his  own  post  alone, 
but  he  should  watch  the  whole  line  and  see  that  nobody  trespasses  on 
the  post  of  the  sentinel  next  to  him  while  his  back  is  turned,  and  tliat 
nothing  improper  occurs  along  the  line.  He  should  keep  a  careful 
lookout  and  report  all  improprieties  that  may  come  under  his  observa- 
tion, both  inside  and  outside  the  prisons. 

By  command  of  Colonel  Eichardson,  commanding: 

E.  LAMB, 
Captain  and  Acting  Aide-deCamp. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  OF  S.  W.  Mississippi  and  Bast  Louisiana, 

Camp  Dick  Garnett,  April  1,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Tuttle, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Forces,  Natchez,  Miss. : 
General  :  Tour  communication  of  the  27th  ultimo  to  Captain  Owen, 
commanding  post  at  Woodville,  Miss.,  has  been  referred  to  me. 

(1) 
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I  PRISONERS   OF    WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

Concerning  the  information  you  have  received  that  Mr.  Eichardson 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Confederate  forces  and  murdered,  I  have  to 
state  that  it  is  altogether  erroneous.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and  for- 
warded to  department  headquarters  by  a  guard  with  written  orders. 

Therefore  if  he  was  murdered  it  was  done  by  the  guard  tor  his  money. 
Hearing  some  reports  concerning  him,  I  had  ordered  an  investigation 
of  the  matter  before  your  letter  was  received,  but  from  corroborating 
rumors  1  am  inclined  to  believe  that  he  bribed  the  guards  and  made 
his  escai)e  into  the  Federal  lines. 

You  state  that  Private  Brown  was  confined  in  irons  on  account  of 
your  receiving  intelligence  that  his  mother  had  given  evidence  that 
Mr.  Eichardson  furnished  information  to  a  iiarty  of  Federals  which  led 
to  the  capture  of  some  Confederates.  As  I  then  had  not  command  of 
this  district  I  do  not  know  whether  Mrs.  Brown  had  anything  at  all 
to  say  in  the  case.  I  do  know  this,  however,  that  the  guilt  of  Mr. 
Eichardson  was  clearly  and  plainly  established  by  a  number  of  other 
I)ersons. 

To  take  another  view  of  the  case,  were  it  true  that  his  life  was  taken 
by  a  direct  order  from  me,  or  by  my  connivance  (neither  of  which  is 
correct),  you  as  a  commander  of  the  U.  S.  forces  would  have  no  right 
to  attempt  retaliation,  from  the  simple  fact  that  he  was  a  resident  and 
avowed  supporter  of  the  Confederate  States  and  claimed  or  owed  no 
other  allegiance.  Tour  very  action  in  the  premises  indicates  he  was  a 
secret  enemy  to  a  Government  he  openly  upheld,  and  your  letter  will 
be  used,  should  he  ever  be  brought  to  trial,  as  strong  corroborating 
evidence. 

It  is  my  very  earnest  desire  to  conduct  the  war  in  this  section  with 
as  much  of  humanity  aud  civilization  as  possible,  and  I  hope  no  more 
threats  will  be  issued  with  a  view  to  my  intimidation,  as  they  will 
utterly  fail  to  have  such  effect. 

Eest  assured  that  should  the  Confederate  prisoner  whom  you  have 
so  cruelly  and  without  cause  placed  in  irons  be  at  all  harmed  by  you 
your  men  will  gain  nothing  by  it. 

In  regard  to  your  retaliating  for  the  distress  that  may  be  further 
inflicted  on  a  defenseless  woman,  I  would  state  that  our  friends  in  your 
power  have  received  but  little,  ask  and  expect  still  less. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

THOS.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Office  Commissaey-Geneeal  of  Pkisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  2,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Ya. : 
CiENEEAX :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  28th  instant  [ultimo]  in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of 
officers  ordered  by  the  commanding  officer  at  Point  Lookout  to  investi- 
gate the  circumstances  connected  with  the  shooting  of  a  prisoner  of 
war  at  that  post.*  The  order  to  which  you  refer  directing  a  board  to  be 
assembled  was  not  issued  to  meet  this  particular  case,  nor  was  it  con- 
fined to  Point  Lookout.  All  commanders  of  posts  where  prisoners  of 
war  are  confined  have  been  reijuired  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  onler 

*See  Vol.  VI,  this  serums,  p.  1105. 
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Barrett.yaw/'j  [Thomas  O.J. 

Barrow,  llariholnmew  [Batt]. 

Bartlctt,  H'iUiatn  F.  [Joseph  J.]. 

Bayly  [Baily],  Samuel  T. 

Beaumont,  Dr.  [(Buchanan  Co.,  Mo.)],^97. 

[Beaumont,  Dr.  (Platte  Co.,  Mo.),  297.] 

Brown,  N.  Harlrslnn  [HnmiUonJ. 

C.  E.  Itillmav,  Steamer.  345. 

Carlin,  William,  jj9,  j^.^  [Carlin,  Mr.,  339,  344]. 

Ca.steel,  Thomas  C. 

Clark,  Orlando  R.  [(Pri.soner)]. 

Conrad,  Robert  Y.  [7..]. 

Davis,  Captain,  9^6  [Davis,  William  v.,  926]. 

Dodge,  Isaac  [J.]  C. 

Douglas,  D.  C.  or  D.  G.,  79^,  ^j^. 

Dougla,s.s,  De  Witt  Clinton,  [792,  S34]. 

Eddy,  Charles  C.  [ ]. 

Ford  {Fort  or  Foul?),  Dr..  2jf!,  jjH,  743. 
[Ford,  Dr.,  27S.] 
[Kort,  Dr.,  745.] 
[ronl.  Dr.,  33R.] 
Goddard,  Charles  E.  [Dr.]. 
Gordon,  W.  I. 

Correspondence,  C.  I.,.  Vallandigham,  jj7  [,S7]. 
Hager,  Andrew  H. 
Hardin,  Mark  A. 
Hare,  J.  /.  [J.]  Clark. 
Harper,  William/'.  [S.]. 
Heath,  William  B.  or  R..  297.  jjs  [Heath,  William 

R-.  297.  335]- 
Henry  von  Phut,  Steamer,  j4^. 
Huston  [Houston],  John  B. 
Johnston,   James  D,,  1131   [John.ston,    Captain, 

H3l]- 
Jones,  Jefferson  F. 
I.ewis,  Richard  L. 
McDonald,  Angus  W. 


McGinnis,  M.  f^.,721;  McGinnis,  James,  [Men- 
tioned, 721]. 
Manning,  George  A.,  791:  Manning,  William  C, 

[793]. 
Matthew  Vassai-,  U.  S.  Srhnoner,  p,?. 
Meyer,  Hy.  [H.  J.]. 
Mosely,  Jourdan  C. 
Murphy,  Peter  U.  [V.]. 
Myer.s,  Myer. 

Correspondence,  B.  F.  Butler. 
Parsons,  Mr.,  748;  Parsons,  Mr.,  [748]. 
Perkins,  S.  E.  [Judge]. 
/%«/,  Henryvon,  Steamer, 345\\ on  Phul,  Steamer, 

345]. 
Pruyn,  Francis,  8^3  [Lewis,  A.  J.,  Maj.,  873].* 
Pugh.  George  E.,  732  [Pugh,  Mr.,  732J. 
Rouutree  [Roundtree],  L.  C. 
Salisbury,  N.  C,  Commissioners  of. 
Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  ii2g 

[1130]- 
Sims  [Simras],  C.  S. 
Smith,    Melancton    [Melancthonj,    9/j    [Smith, 

Captain,  C.  S.  Navy,  915]. 
Tacony,  Bark  [Steamer], 
Van  Benthuysen,y4?^-jo«  [John]  D. 
Vassar,  Matthew,  U.  S.  Schooner. 
Velocity,  V.  S.  Schooner  [Steamer]. 
Voltigeur,  ^arA  [Steamer]. 
War  Department,  C.  S. 
Correspondence : 
Salisbury-,    N.    C,    Commissioners   of,    //rp 

[1130]. 
Webb.  William  G. 

Mentioned,  2/8  [Wells,  W.  G.,  218]. 
Williams,  Edward  P.,  868  [Williams,  P.,  868]. 
Wilson.  Mr.  (Ohio),  7/9,  720  [Wilson,  Captain, 

719,  720] . 


COERESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE.     3 

a  board  of  officers  to  investigate  any  case  that  may  occur  in  their 
respective  comuuiuds  of  the  shooting  of  a  prisoner  by  a  member  of  the 
guard.  A  board  of  officers  ordered  from  the  headquarters  of  the 
department  would  certainly  be  less  likely  to  be  influenced  by  sympathy 
or  bias  than  one  composed  of  officers  serving  at  the  post,  but,  as  the 
investigation  is  at  best  informal  and  only  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  the  transaction  should  be  formally  brought  before  a  military 
tribunal,  the  board  as  ordered  may  be  considered  as  sufficiently  reliable. 

By  General  Orders,  No.  67,  of  June  7, 1862,  the  supervision  of  prisoners 
of  war  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 
and  under  which  order  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  communicating 
directly  with  the  commanders  of  stations  where  prisoners  are  held,  and 
this  has  been  found  to  be  necessary  to  save  time  in  communicating  with 
them,  to  preserve  uniformity  of  administration,  and  to  secure  proper 
responsibility  from  the  commanders. 

There  have  been  cases,  and  there  are  now,  where  to  pursue  the  usual 
course  of  communicating  with  a  commander  a  letter  from  this  office 
would  have  to  pass  through  two  or  three  different  headquarters  before 
reaching  him,  and  when  these  headquarters  are  frequently  changed  in 
location  and  in  the  officers  in  command  you  will  readily  understand 
how  much  embarrassment  and  delay  must  result  from  the  observance  of 
the  usual  rule.  In  special  cases  where  it  seems  to  be  necessary  I  apply 
directly  to  the  commander  of  the  department  for  assistance. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
ColQuel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-Oeneral  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissahy-Genbral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  2,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
General:  An  application  has  been  presented  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  by  His  Excellency  Governor  Brough,  of  Ohio,  requesting  that  an 
effort  be  made  to  secure  the  release  and  exchange  of  Mr.  Junius  H. 
Browne,  a  newspaper  correspondent  now  confined  in  Libby  Prison,  Rich- 
mond, and  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  you  of  this 
application,  with  a  view  that  the  release  of  Mr.  Browne  may  be  obtained 
whenever  it  is  in  your  power. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  3,  1N(J4. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  .- 

General:  In  the  case  of  a  hospital  steward  belonging  to  the  rebel 
army,  captured  in  the  West,  recently  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
he  directs  that  in  this  particular  case  the  party  should  be  classed  with  n  on- 
combatants  and  should  be  sent  beyond  our  lines  for  unconditional  dis- 
charge. The  Secretary  of  War  further  directs  that  the  action  in  this 
case  shall  be  adopted  as  a  general  rule  if  the  rebel  authorities  will 
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recognize  it  as  a  rule  by  which  they  will  be  governed,  and  I  have  there- 
fore respectfully  to  request  you  will  call  their  attention  to  the  matter  at 
your  earliest  convenience. 

I  am,  oreneral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  ^  '       J'       1  ^    HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissar!/- General  of  Prisoners. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  2,  1864. 
Ool.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Unless  there  are  charges  against  him,  will  you  have  James  P.  Ham- 
bleton,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  now  confined  at  Fort  Warren,  sent  to  me  to 
offer  for  exchange  for  A.  D.  Eichardson,  of  the  New  York  Tribune?    I 
should  like  to  get  him  before  Thursday  next. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  DErARTMENT  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  April  3, 1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com 
niunicatiou  of  the  31st  of  March  last  in  reference  to  the  correspondence 
concerning  exchanges  of  prisoners.*  As  stated  in  my  communication  of 
the  5th  of  March  last  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  all  of  the  correspondence 
relating  to  exchanges  of  prisoners  prior  to  the  14th  of  January,  1863, 
and  much  of  it  from  that  date  to  the  time  I  was  relieved  (the  2d  of 
August  last),  does  not  appear  in  the  publication  of  the  U.  S.  Senate. 
I  turned  over  to  my  successor.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  on  the  2d 
day  of  August  last  all  the  books,  papers,  and  correspondence  connected 
with  the  agency  of  exchange  and  took  his  receipt  therefor.  I  did  not 
preserve  copies  of  all  this  correspondence,  and  am  therefore  unable  to 
comply  with  the  authorization  of  the  Secretary  of  War  given  inyour  com- 
munication of  the  31st  of  March  last.  I  am  informed  that  all  the  books, 
papers,  and  correspondence  connected  with  the  agency  of  exchange 
received  from  me  by  General  Meredith  are  in  the  possession  of  Major- 
General  Butler  or  Major-General  Hitcihcock. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Asst.  Inspector-General,  Dept,  of  the  East. 


Houston,  April  3, 1864. 
Ma;i.  J.  H.  Sparks,  Commmanding  Officer,  Austin: 

Sir:  Major-General  Magruder  directs  nie  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  an 
order  from  Lieutenant-General  Smith  directing  the  detention  of  the 
prisoners  by  name.  This  order  legalizes  your  course  in  detaining  and 
taking  into  custody  these  men,  issued  as  it  is  in  conformity  with  the 
law  of  Congress. 

*  See  A'ol.  VI,  this  Beries,  p.  1120. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION  AND   CONFEDERATE.  5 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  use  a  sufficient  force 
to  prevent  these  prisoners  from  escaping,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  harm  to  them  from  outside  pressure,  and  that  you  bring 
them  safely  to  Houston  as  soon  as  possible. 

Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  communication  and  state 
when  you  will  leave  with  the  prisoners  for  Houston. 

EDMUND  P.  TUENBE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Iiiclosiin;.] 

Shrbteport,  March  3(1, 1864. 
Major-General  Magruder  : 

Detain  in  confinement  the  following-named  prisoners,  to  wit:  E.  E. 
Peebles,  D.  J.  Baldwin,  A.  F.  Zinke,  Ernst  Zeeliger,  and  Eeiuhardt 
Hillebrand. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Smith : 

W.  E.  BOGGS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Office  Commissary-Genebal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  April  4, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  £>.  G. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  very  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  some  want  of  uniformity  of  practice  and  some  want  of 
understanding  by  department  commanders  in  regard  to  the  control  of 
prisoners  of  war,  and  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  advise  that  an 
order  be  issued  explanatory  of  the  orders  and  regulations  heretofore 
issued  on  this  subject. 

General  Orders,  No.  67,  of  1862,  places  the  supervision  of  prisoners 
of  war  at  the  several  depots  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners,  and  paragraph  136,  Api>eudix  B,  Eevised  Army  Eegulations, 
directs  that  after  prisoners  are  sent  to  the  general  depot  by  command- 
ers in  the  field  or  of  departments  their  charge  of  them  ceases,  which 
necessarily  requires  the  department  commanders  to  be  directly  respon- 
sible to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.  By  the  interposition  of 
one  or  more  intermediate  commanders,  as  district  or  department  com- 
manders, the  responsibility  is  much  weakened  and  correspondence  is 
unavoidably  much  delayed,  and  it  is,  therefore,  advisable  that  commu- 
nications and  reports  of  all  kinds  pass  directly  to  and  from  the  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners.  Generally  my  correspondence  has  taken 
this  course,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  been  attended  with  any 
inconvenience,  but  I  believe  it  is  thought  by  some  of  the  department 
commanders  that  the  usual  rule  should  not  be  departed  from. 

When  not  otherwise  provided,  guards  for  the  depots  should  be 
detailed  by  the  department  commanders  on  the  application  of  the  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners  and  should  not  be  relieved  or  changed 
without  informing  him  of  tlie  fact,  but  all  returns  and  reports  of  these 
guards  should  be  made  by  the  department  commander,  to  whom  they 
are  responsible  for  their  discipline  and  good  conduct.  At  temporary 
depots  established  south  of  the  Ohio  Eiver  generals  who  order  them 
should  appoint  a  suitable  officer  to  take  charge  of  them,  which  appoint- 
ment should  be  reported  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  and 
the  officer  so  appointed  should  be  required  to  make  promptly  all  the 
returns  and  reports  reijuired  of  depot  commanders. 
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Commanders  of  departments  and  armies  in  the  field  should  require 
in  all  cases  full  rolls  of  prisoners,  giving  rank,  regiment,  and  company, 
and  time  and  place  of  capture,  to  be  forwarded  without  delay  to  the 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  with  a  letter  of  transmittal  showing 
what  disposition  was  made  of  them  and  any  other  information  that 
may  be  useful.  All  rolls  should  be  signed  by  the  officer  who  prepares 
them,  and  when  prisoners  are  delivered  by  one  officer  to  another  he 
should  take  a  receipt  for  all  delivered,  and  on  the  rolls  under  the  head 
of  remarks  he  should  account  for  all  not  delivered. 

Surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  to  which  prisoners  of  war  are  sent 
should  be  held  accountable  for  them,  and  should  be  required  to  observe 
all  regulations  which  govern  depots. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Golanel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarteks  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Cumberland,  Md.,  April  4, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  E.  S.  Oaiiby, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General:  In  forwarding  the  inclosed  papers  it  may  be  proper  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  on  the  19th  day  of  January  last  a 
letter  from  Major-General  Milroy  informed  you  that  one  W.  S.  Dooley, 
a  citizen,  had  been  arrested  at  Winchester  by  the  rebel  forces  and 
taken  a  prisoner  to  Eichmond.  The  matter  was  at  once  referred  by  you 
to  the  then  commanding  general  of  this  department  for  investigation 
and  such  action  in  the  premises  as  he  might  deem  proper  and  report. 
Whereupon  two  citizens  of  Winchester,  the  Eev.  A.  H.  H.  Boyd  and  a 
Mr.  Conrad,  rank  secessionists,  were  arrested  and  held  as  hostages. 
They  were  subsequently  released  from  close  confinement  on  bond  and 
parole  to  allow  them  an  opportunity  of  applying  for  the  release  of  Doo- 
ley. It  appears  that  their  efforts  have  resulted  in  obtaining  these 
papers,  copies  of  some  claimed  to  have  been  found  on  the  person  of 
Dooley  at  the  time  of  his  arrest. 

They  claim  that  it  clearly  appears  from  these  papers  that  Dooley  is 
and  should  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  that  therefore  they  should 
be  released. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  would  be  well  to  communicate 
with  the  provost-marshal  at  Baltimore  and  ascertain  from  him  the 
capacity  in  which  Dooley  was  employed  by  the  Government,  whether 
as  a  mere  detective  (as  his  passes  might  indicate)  employed  to  investi- 
gate frauds  against  the  Government,  or  as  a  spy,  or  to  recruit  negroes. 
If  in  the  first  capacity  he  cannot  properly  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
anil  until  he  is  safely  returned  the  hostages  should  be  retained  in  our 
custody.  If  in  the  second  capacity  (as  a  spy)  he  would  upon  convic- 
tion be  subjected  to  the  usual  penalties  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  in  this  case  tlie  hostages  ought  to  be  released.  If,  however,  as  in 
the  last  case  proposed,  Dooley  was  engaged  in  recruiting  negroes 
he  committed  no  crime  recognized  as  such  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  whatever  penalties  the  rebel  authorities  may  arbitrarily  seek  to 
impose  against  him,  or  other  persons  engaged  in  like  business,  should 
meet  with  prompt  retaliation  at  our  hands.  In  this  case  the  hostages 
should  be  held  until  Dooley  is  safely  returned. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  SIGEL, 

Major-Gmieral. 
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[Firut  jnilorsenieut.] 

War  Department,  April  8, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  provost- marshal  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  for 
mmediate  report  upon  the  points  suggested  within. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector- Oeneral. 

[Second  indoracmeDt.] 

Ad.jutant-General's  Office,  April  18, 1864. 
Respectfully  transmitted. 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Office  Provost-Marshal,  Baltimore,  April  23, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  W.  A.  Mchols,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
War  Department,  with  information  that  after  careful  inquiry  in  regard 
to  the  man  W.  S.  Dooley  I  find  no  clew  to  his  ever  having  held  Gov- 
ernment position  of  any  character,  nor  do  any  of  the  citizens  of  his 
name,  "Dooley,"  in  this  city  know  him. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WOOLLEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Frovost- Marshal. 

[fonrth  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  April  25, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  War  Department. 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

[Incloaures.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Dept.  op  West  Virginia, 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  March  28, 1864. 
Captain  Melyin,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cumberland: 

I  inclose  herewith  copies  of  papers  found  on  the  person  of  Mr.  Dooley, 
who  was  arrested  some  time  since  and  carried  to  Richmond.  Two  citi- 
zens of  Winchester  were  held  as  hostages,  but  they  declared  Dooley  had 
on  his  person  my  pass  authorizing  him  to  recruit  negroes.  I  informed 
them  that  being  the  case  Dooley  would  have  to  be  considered  a  prisoner 
of  war,  but  denied  ever  having  seen  Dooley  or  ever  authorizing  any  one 
to  give  such  a  pass,  and  requested  the  proof,  promising  to  release  them 
as  hostages  if  they  substantiated  their  charge.  They  have  sent  in  these 
papers,  in  which  I  can  find  nothing  that  makes  Dooley  a  Government 
agent. 

I  respectfully  submit  tlie  case,  but  would  recommend  that  at  least 
Mr.  Boyd  be  brought  in  and  held  until  Mr.  Dooley  is  returned. 
I  remain,  respectfully, 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Winchester,  March  14, 1864. 
Col.  Robert  S.  Rodgers  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  inclose  to  you  various  papers  just  received  from  the 
Confederate  authorities  in  Richmond,  through -a  gentleman  sent  there 
expressly  lor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  them.    As  these  papers  clearly 
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show  that  Mr.  Dooley  is  not  held  as  a  political  prisoner,  but  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  to  be  exchanged  like  all  other  prisoners  of  war,  we  trust  that  in 
accordance  with  your  suggestion  in  your  letter  to  Mr.  Conrad  the  Fed- 
eral authorities  will  release  from  arrest  Mr.  Conrad  and  myself.  We 
were  taken  as  hostages  for  Mr.  Dooley,  under  the  impression  that  he 
was  arrested  because  of  his  sentiments.  As  the  inclosed  papers  show 
that  the  authorities  in  Eichmond  hold  him  as  a  prisoner  of  war  because 
they  regarded  him  as  employed  in  some  way  by  the  Federal  authorities, 
and  not  because  of  his  opinions  or  sympathies,  we  hope  that  the  Fed- 
eral officers  will  perceive  that  there  is  no  further  cause  for  the  arrest  of 
Mr.  Conrad  and  myself,  and  that  they  will  release  us  immediately. 
Tours,  respectfully, 

A.  H.  H.  BOYD. 


Pbovost-Marshal's  Office, 

Williaimport,  Md.,  January  7, 1864. 
Friend  Dooley  : 

I  am  alive  and  kicking,  flourishing  amazingly.  I  have  a  small  item 
of  business.  I  wish  you  would  go  to  Hub.  Bell,  in  the  barber  shop, 
and  tell  him  that  his  name  is  mixed  up  very  much  in  that  horse  scrape 
and  that  sooner  or  later  he  will  be  arrested  and  tried  with  the  rest  for 
it.  Knowing  what  I  do  about  the  matter,  I  would  advise  him  to  enlist 
in  the  army,  as  in  that  way  he  can  escape  all  the  consequences  of  the 
oifeuse  and  besides  make  something  for  himself. 

There  is  an  officer  here  who  is  giving  for  colored  recruits  $400  cash, 
on  muster  $320,  together  with  same  pay  and  clothing  as  white  soldiers. 
This  I  take  to  be  a  first-rate  chance.  If  you  can  persuade  him  to  come 
on  here  I  may  see  that  he  is  justly  dealt  with  and  gets  his  dues.  If  he 
don't  come  and  prefers  running  his  risks  tell  him  if  he  sends  me  over 
here  two  men  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  save  him  from  arrest.  Will  you  as 
a  kindness  attend  to  this?  White  recruits  get  $700  cash,  on  muster 
$400.  Veterans  $800  cash,  on  muster  $400.  If  you  can  do  anything 
quietly  in  this  way  will  you  give  a  hand?  I  might  as  well  say  that 
every  man  that  presents  a  recruit  gets  $50  premium.  I  should  like  to 
have  a  chance  to  divide  a  few  fifties  with  you,  William  Burns,  col- 
ored, of  Winchester,  has  enlisted  here.  Say  nothing  about  it,  as  it  is 
preferable  to  keep  shady. 

Will  you  give  me  a  little  help  in  this  matter?  There  are  dozens  of 
negroes  around  Winchester  who  would  go  in  if  they  knew  how ;  also 
some  around  Martinsburg.  Give  me  an  answer  if  possible  by  return 
mail.    Kind  regards  to  all. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  H.  HAMMEE, 

Captain  and  Frovost- Marshal. 

[First  iitilor&cmeiit.] 

General  Winder  : 

This  man  has  evidently  been  in  the  employment  of  the  enemy.  Let 
him  be  placed  among  the  prisoners  of  war  and  kept  securely  as  such, 
in  like  manner  as  those  with  or  enlisting  slaves  would  be. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

[Second  indorswnent.] 

Headquarters  Valley  District,  February  32,  1864. 
This  paper,  a  copy  of  the  original  found  on  the  person  of  William 
Dooley  when  arrested,  with  the  indorsement  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
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is  forwarded  for  the  purpose  of  beiug  trausinitted  to  tlie  U.  8.  military 
authorities  at  Martinsburg  to  show  the  statements  of  said  Dooley.  It 
seems  to  be  a  proposition  for  a  corrupt  arrangement  between  the  pro- 
vost-marshal at  Williamsport  and  Dooley.  Dooley  very  probably  took 
the  advice  of  his  friend  and  accomplice  to  keep  shady.  It  is  impossible 
for  the  Confederate  authorities  to  know  how  many  "fifties"  they 
divided.  But  it  will  be  readily  perceived  that  this  paper  of  itself  fur- 
nishes sufficient  grounds  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Dooley,  and 
that  he  cannot  be  regarded  a  citizen  arrested  only  for  his  sentiments. 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
Major- General,  C.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Henrioo, 

March  9,  1864. 
Major-General  Early,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General,  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  duplicates  of  papers 
in  the  case  of  W.  S.  Dooley. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDEE, 

Brigadier-General. 

Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Office  Provost-Marshal, 

Baltimore,  July  7, 1863. 
Permission  is  hereby  granted  to  William  S.  Dooley  to  proceed  to  any 
l)liice  in  the  Middle  Department  until  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Schenck: 

WM.  S.  FISH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal. 

On  tlio  back,  in  blank  form,  was  the  usual  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  in  print. 

Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Office  Provost-Marshal, 

Baltimore,  July  7,  1863. 
Permission  is  hereby  granted  to  William  S.  Dooley  to  proceed  to 
Fort  McHenry.     Secret  service. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Schenck: 

WM.  S.  FISH, 
TAeutenant- Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal. 

On  the  ba<jk,  in  blank  form,  was  the  usual  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  in  print. 

Winchester,  Va.,  January  9, 1864. 
[William  S.  Dooley:] 

Dear  Sir  :  I  avail  myself  this  pleasant  evening  to  drop  you  a  few 
lines  that  I  am  well  at  present  and  hope  when  these  few  lines  come  to 
hand  will  find  you  enjoying  good  health.  Mr.  Dooley,  I  have  been 
looking  for  an  "answer  from  you  what  I  must  do  about  buying  them 
horses.  I  wish  you  would  send  me  word.  The  horse  is  very  high  and 
tolerable  scarce  up  here,  and  send  me  word  how  much  I  must  give  for 
them.  Mr.  Dooley,  I  would  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would 
send  me  my  clothes  and  shoes  by  Mr.  Thenary.  Mr.  Dooley,  I  wish 
you  Avould  send  a  quire  of  letter  paper,  for  I  am  out  of  paper.    I  will 
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send  you  the  money.  Yon  must  send  the  price  of  it.  Everything  is 
very  quiet  up  here.  The  rebels  all  have  gone  up  the  Valley.  So 
nothing  more. 

THOS.  F.  HODSON. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  op  Virginia  and  North  Oarolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  4,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Kawlins,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  You  will  remember  that  I  spoke  to  you  this  morning 
about  some  men  from  the  parole  camp  being  ordered  to  me  for  special 
duty.  I  send  you  a  memorandum  of  their  names  and  a  form  of  order.* 
The  sooner  we  can  have  them  the  better.  Send  me  the  order  and  I 
will  send  for  the  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BBNJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  4,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Sir  :  I  have  had  an  investigation  made  of  the  matter  referred  to  me 
through  your  ofQce  before  the  receipt  of  your  note,  and  have  had  the 
evil  corrected.    The  captain  of  the  boat  New  York  undoubtedly  occu- 
pies too  much  of  it,  but  no  officer  ever  called  it  to  notice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  fob  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  4,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,!).  C: 
Sir:  Your  commuuicatiou  in  regard  to  Junius  H.  Browne,  newspaper 
correspondent,  has  been  received.    Application  will  be  made  to  Com- 
missioner Ould  to  procure  his  exchange. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  4,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sib  :  I  had  an  application  the  other  day  from  a  hospital  steward  to 
be  discharged  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  non-combatant,  following 
the  class  of  surgeons. 

"Not  found,  but  see  Koot  to  Iloffui.an,  April  13,  1864,  p.  41. 
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I  have  ordered  him  to  be  released  and  sent  to  you,  and  I  would  sug 
gest  that  this  should  be  made  a  general  rule,  as  in  the  cases  of  surgeons 
and  chaplains. 

Please  inform  me  whether  it  meets  your  approbation;  and  if  so,  we 
will  publish  a  reciprocal  general  order  upon  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  4,  1864. 
Hon.  ItOBERT  OuLD,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir  :  Will  your  authorities  make  a  special  exchange  of  Lieut.  Col. 
James  H.  Wing,  Third  Ohio  Volunteers,  a  prisoner  in  Libby  Prison? 
This  Government  is  willing  to  give  any  Confederate  officer  of  equal 
rank  in  exchange  for  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Northern  Department, 

Medical  Director's  Office, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  4, 1864. 
Col.  Joseph  K.  Barnes, 

Acting  Surgeon-General  JJ.  8.  Army,  Washington,  I).  C: 

Sir:  The  alarming  number  of  deaths  occurring  at  Itock  Island,  as 
shown  by  the  weekly  reports  received,  induced  me  to  call  for  a  special 
report  of  the  causes  of  this  mortality.  Tliis  report  reached  me  on  the 
night  of  the  2d  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  it  for  your 
inspection.  It  is  somewhat  confused,  but  it  appears  to  me  to  show  that 
the  buildings  are  insufficient  and  badly  arranged ;  that  there  are  no 
means  provided  for  washing,  and  insufficient  for  cooking;  that  small- 
pox is  prevailing  to  a  fearful  extent  among  the  prisoners  and  is  very 
fatal;  that  extended  accommodations  for  the  sick  have  been  in  progress, 
but  were  arrested  under  the  impression  that  smallpox  would  soon  have 
done  its  worst  and  then  these  buildings  would  not  be  necessary. 

I  shall  send  written  instructions  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  immediately 
to  put  in  requisition  such  measures  for  controlling  this  pestilence  as  I 
have  authority  to  order,  and  in  the  meantime  1  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  the  War  Department  will  direct  the  work  upon  the  build- 
ings to  be  at  once  resumed ;  that  a  suitable  laundry  shall  be  provided — 
if  there  is  not  room  within  the  prison  inclosure  then  to  build  it  without — 
that  the  kitchen  arrangements  shall  be  completed  and  extended  as  far 
as  is  necessary,  and  that  the  order  to  burn  the  clothing  of  smallpox 
patients  and  issue  such  articles  as  may  be  judged  necessary  be  extended 
to  the  prisoners  of  war. 

Having  no  officer  to  send  to  Eock  Island  to  inspect  and  report  upon 
the  establishment,  I  have  requested  the  assistant  surgeon-general  to 
send  one  for  this  purpose  if  practicable. 

I  have  also  asked  my  friend  Mr.  Robert  W.  Burnet,  of  Cincinnati, 
if  his  branch  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  cannot  send  promptly  150 
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suits  of  clothing  for  tbe  smallpox  patients  (prisoners),  to  enable  us  to 
begin  the  burning  process  at  once,  until  the  question  of  issue  is  decided 
at  Washington. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  S.  TRIPLBE, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 

[Indorsement.] 

Surgeon-Gbneeal's  Office,  April  7, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  W.  Hoffman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners  of  War.  The  necessity  for  ample  hospital  accom- 
modations is  greater  with  prisoners  than  with  an  equal  number  of 
persons  under  other  circumstances,  and  the  immediate  completion  of 
the  proposed  buildings  is  recommended. 

J.  K.  BARNES, 
Acting  Surgeon- General. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Office  Prison  Barracks  Hospitai,, 

Bock  Island,  III.,  March  29, 1864. 
[Surg.  Charles  S.  Tripler:] 

Doctor:  In  compliance  with  your  communication  of  March  23  1 
transmit  the  corrected  weekly  reports  returned  by  your  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  sick  and  hospital  accommodations  at  this  post,  as  also 
a  brief  history  of  my  connection  with  it.  I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a 
communication  addressed  to  the  commandant  of  the  post  urging  the 
speedy  completion  of  the  new  hospital  buildings. 

I  reported  here  March  4,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  assistant 
surgeon-general's  office,  to  relieve  Asst.  Surg.  M.  K.  Moxley,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  as  surgeon  in  charge.  I  found  the  morning  report  of  sick 
in  quarters  350,  in  hospital  715,  of  whom  420  were  in  the  variola  hos- 
pital, which  consists  of  six  wards  in  separate  pavilions  24  by  150  and 
12  feet  high,  of  which  20  feet  is  used  as  a  kitchen.  Four  of  these 
buildings  last  erected  have  ridge  ventilation.  In  these  six  were 
crowded  at  one  time  485  patients,  giving  but  an  average  [of]  4G0  feet 
to  each  man,  an  allowance  entirely  too  low  in  ordinary  diseases  and 
alarmingly  so  where  a  large  percentage  of  the  cases  are  distinct  or 
confluent  variola. 

The  prison  hospital  is  situated  in  ten  barracks  22  by  102  feet  and  10 
feet  high,  with  ridge  ventilation.  Of  each  20  feet  is  cut  off  for  kitchen 
purposes,  leaving  a  room  22  by  80  feet,  in  which  are  crowded  forty 
bunks,  giving  440  cubic  feet  of  air  and  44  square  feet  of  surface  to  each. 
Of  these  four  are  occupied  by  nurses,  the  two  cooks  and  two  washers 
sleeping  in  the  kitchen. 

These  wards  are  furnished  with  bunks  to  hold  straw  and  on  these 
blankets  are  spread.  Bed  sacks  are  used  in  but  few.  Two  of  these 
barracks  and  two  in  the  prison  had  been  used  for  smallpox  and  vaca- 
ted just  before  my  arrival.  They  were  cleansed,  whitewashed,  and  fur- 
nished with  iron  bedsteads  and  new  clothing.  One  of  them  is  now 
used  to  separate  all  cases  of  erysipelas,  the  other  the  worst  cases  of 
pneumonia  and  fever.  I  have  the  means  of  furnishing  other  wards  the 
same  as  these,  but  have  no  means  of  washing  the  bedclothes,  and  I 
have  considered  it  advisable  to  make  such  improvements  as  lay  in  my 
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power  without  diverting  for  temporary  purposes  tlie  labor  that  was 
being  applied  to  the  completion  of  the  permanent  hospital. 

I  found  a  great  want  of  cleanliness  among  the  patients  and  attend- 
ants, which  is  disappearing  under  stringent  regulations  requiring  the 
regular  use  of  bath  tubs  and  the  labors  of  a  permanent  detail  as 
laundrymen.  The  good  effects  of  this  is  most  apparent  in  the  small- 
pox wards,  where  the  impression  seemed  to  prevail  that  it  was  injuri- 
ous to  wash,  which  resulted  in  an  accumulation  of  filth  that,  in  con- 
nection with  the  disease,  suspended  entirely  the  functions  of  the  skin, 
producing  congestion  in  cases  that  might  have  progressed  without 
unpleasant  symptoms.  There  was  also  a  diflBculty  in  securing  properly 
cooked  food  for  the  more  severe  cases,  which  has  been  partially  obvi- 
ated by  the  organization  of  an  extra  diet  kitchen. 

Upon  my  arrival  here  I  made  inquiries  with  reference  to  the  vacci- 
nating that  had  been  done,  and  was  informed  there  had  been  a  sys- 
tematic effort  made  to  exclude  every  person  not  marked  by  variola, 
and  time  had  not  elapsed  to  show  whether  anything  more  was  needed. 
At  that  time  from  eighteen  to  twenty-five  new  cases  were  occurring 
daily.  Those  have  decreased  now,  numbering  from  four  to  six.  The 
type  has  also  become  mild,  but  few  new  cases  being  severe.  We  are 
well  supplied  with  vaccine  virus.  It  has  been  used  in  only  a  few  cases 
since  my  arrival.  The  reason  the  number  of  beds  vacant  and  whole 
number  of  patients  has  not  been  reported  heretofore  was  because  they 
had  to  be  varied  and  crowded  according  to  the  necessities  of  the  case, 
two  patients  often  occupying  one  bunk.  At  one  time  485  smallpox 
patients  were  crowded  into  the  place  occupied  by  370  in  the  la.8t  weekly 
report,  which  I  shall  be  able  to  reduce  to  320  in  my  next,  and  which 
should,  injustice,  accommodate  but  240. 

The  360  beds  occupied  by  patients  in  the  prison  hospital  should 
be  reduced  to  200,  and  even  that  would  be  too  large  a  number  in 
warm  weather,  closely  surrounded  as  they  are  by  a  fence  twelve 
feet  high.  As  far  as  I  can  learn,  everything  has  been  done  by  the 
medical  officers,  and  all  their  efforts  promptly  seconded  by  Col. 
A.  J.  Johnson,  commanding  the  post,  to  check  the  spread  of  small- 
pox and  mitigate  the  severity  of  other  diseases.  A.  M.  Clark,  sur- 
geon, U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  acting  medical  inspector  of  prisoners, 
visited  the  post  February  8,  and,  perceiving  the  fatal  error  of  the 
original  plan  in  entirely  omitting  to  make  any  provision  for  the 
sick,  authorized  the  erection  of  a  hospital  for  500  beds,  which 
could,  in  au  emergency,  be  crowded  to  700.  These  were  imme- 
diately contracted  for  and  half  the  wards  nearly  completed  when 
the  work  ou  the  remainder  was  suspended  by  an  order  from  Colonel 
Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Trisouers,  evidently  from  the  impres- 
sion that  the  amount  of  sickness  was  principally  due  to  smallpox  and 
of  a  temporary  character,  which  is,  to  a  great  extent,  an  error,  as  among 
the  large  list  treated  m  barracks  are  many  cases  which  should  be 
admitted  to  hospital,  did  the  accommodations  permit,  that  are  now 
kept  until  too  late,  as  the  not  unusual  deaths  occurring  in  barracks  fully 
demonstrate.  Besides,  the  present  number  of  sick  occurs  with  the 
])rison  filled  to  but  two-thirds  its  capacity,  while  we  could  readily  fill 
the  hospital  as  designed  were  it  completed.  A  full  statement  of  the 
case  has  been  forwarded  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  and  I  trust  he  will  author- 
ize the  completion  of  the  hospital  according  to  the  original  plan.  My 
monthly  report,  which  I  shall  forward  promptly,  will  show  you  the 
proportion  of  deaths  occurring  in  different  diseases.    Although  the 


14  PRISONERS   OF   WAR  AND   STATE,  ETC. 

number  in  the  weekly  report  has  been  reduced  some,  yet  it  bears  an 
unusually  large  proportion  to  the  number  treated,  which  I  hope  to 
reduce  still  more  as  soon  as  the  present  crowded  condition  can  be 
relieved  by  the  occupation  of  some  of  the  new  wards. 

I  cannot  close  this  without  testifying  to  the  efficiency  and  energy 
displayed  by  Assistant  Surgeon  Moxley,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  organiz- 
ing this  hospital  and  procuring  the  necessary  supplies  of  which  he 
found  [it]  almost  entirely  destitute.  Without  proper  buildings  or  bed- 
ding, crowded  together,  scantily  supplied  with  medicine,  patients  half 
clad,  covered  with  filth  and  vermin,  enfeebled  by  previous  exposure 
and  privation,  it  is  not  surprising  many  sickened.  It  is  almost  a 
wonder  the  mortality  was  not  greater. 

Hoping  to  show  a  marked  improvement  in  our  weekly  reports, 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  WATSON, 
Surgeon^  U.  8.  Volunteers,  in  Charge. 

[Sub-inclosure.j 

Office  Prison  Barracks  Hospital, 

Bock  Island,  III,  March  16,  186d. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson,  Commanding  Post: 

Colonel:  Deeming  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  condition 
of  the  sick  prisoners  under  my  charge  and  the  urgent  and  pressing 
want  of  difterent  and  more  ample  hospital  accommodations,  also  of  a 
supply  of  clothing  to  enable  convalescents  from  the  variola  hospitals  to 
be  returned  to  barracks,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
statement  for  your  information,  hoping  your  instructions  are  such  as  to 
allow  you  to  hasten  the  completion  of  the  new  hospital  buildings  with 
the  least  possible  delay :    • 

As  you  are  aware,  the  hospital  department  occupies  eleven  barracks 
within  the  prison  yard,  which  are  separated  from  those  occupied  by  the 
prisoners  by  a  high  fence  recently  erected  by  your  order.  One  of  the 
buildings  is  occupied  as  a  commissary  and  store-room  for  safe-keeping 
of  medical  supplies  recently  received,  and  a  small  space  where  two  pris- 
oners are  employed  in  making  wooden  spittoons,  besides  tables,  shelves, 
trays,  and  articles  for  kitchen  use  which  cannot  be  procured  otherwise. 
The  other  ten  buildings  arc  fitted  up  as  wards  containing  from  forty  to 
forty-five  bunks  each,  which  crowds  them  so  much  as  to  require  they 
should  be  pl.aced  within  about  a  foot  of  each  other,  leaving  barely  room 
to  pass  between  tliem,  and  giving  about  40  square  feet  and  from  400  to 
440  cubic  feet  of  air  to  each  patient,  instead  of  60  feet  of  one  and  800 
feet  of  the  other,  the  minimum  that  correct  sanitary  principles  require. 

The  nurses  are  compelled  to  occupy  beds  in  the  wards,  as  there  is  no 
other  place,  and  the  crowded  condition  of  the  wards  does  not  permit  of 
that  classification  in  arranging  the  patients  which  would  enable  us  to 
guard  more  perfectly  against  contagious  diseases,  nor  does  the  number 
of  bunks  permit  the  prompt  removal  of  all  severe  cases  from  the  bar- 
racks. I  have  succeeded  in  separating  most  of  the  cases  of  erysipelas, 
which  before  the  completion  of  the  last  variola  wards  were  compelled 
to  remain  wherever  they  occurred,  communicating  the  disease  to  pa- 
tients on  either  hand.  I  have  been  desirous  of  setting  apart  a  ward  for 
the  early  reception  of  cases  from  the  barracks  where  the  existence  of 
smallpox  was  suspected,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  do  so,  and  we  are 
compelled  to  leave  them  among  their  comrades  untilthe  appearance  of 
eruption  dispels  all  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 
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Wards  9  and  10,  until  recently  occupied  by  smallpox,  have  been 
thoroughly  whitewashed,  renovated,  and  furnished  with  iron  bedsteads 
and  new  bedding.  One  is  filled  with  cases  of  erysipelas,  the  other 
with  some  cases  of  pneumonia  and  fever,  thus  making  about  seventy 
quite  comfortable.  But  it  is  already  a  serious  question  how  to  provide 
clean  clothing,  as  I  am  informed  instructions  have  been  received  that 
the  payment  of  washing  expenses  would  not  be  allowed.  There  is  no 
building  that  can  be  occupied  as  a  laundry,  nor  a  place  to  erect  one 
within  the  prison  inclosure,  while  to  employ  men  at  washing  in  the 
open  air  at  this  season  is  to  but  select  an  increased  number  of  patients. 

The  cooking  as  at  present  arranged  cannot  be  done  in  an  efficient 
and  economical  manner,  and  it  is  extremely  diflicult  to  secure  for  the 
severe  cases  a  proper  diet,  even  \vhen  the  necessary  articles  are 
provided. 

The  experience  of  the  i)ast  two  months,  as  shown  by  the  records, 
demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  the  measures  now  in  progress  to  provide  a 
permanent  hospital  in  buildings  constructed  for  that  purpose,  as,  with 
the  prison  but  two-thirds  full,  15  per  cent,  of  buildings  are  insufficient 
for  hospital  purposes  (besides  variola  hospitals),  while  their  location, 
surrounded  by  a  high  fence  which  interferes  with  currents  of  air 
much  more  than  in  the  prison  proper  (as  the  inclosure  is  smaller),  would 
render  them  entirely  unfit  for  hospital  purposes  during  the  warmer 
weather. 

The  condition  of  the  variola  hospital  is  far  from  being  satisfactory, 
but  from  the  more  modified  character  of  the  cases  that  are  at  present 
occurring,  as  well  as  their  diminished  number  and  lower  rate  of  mor- 
tality, I  think  with  continued  caution  we  may  hope  for  an  abatement  of 
the  epidemic,  although  a  walk  through  the  crowded  wards  of  that 
branch  of  the  hospital  shows  too  much  has  not  been  done  nor  that 
hardly  in  time. 

There  are  now  in  this  department  401  patients,  of  whom  75  are 
convalescents  and  could  be  returned  to  barracks  if  we  had  suitable 
clothing  with  which  to  supply  them,  and  it  is  very  important  this 
should  be  done  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment  to  relieve  the  over- 
crowded condition  of  these  wards,  and  unless  this  can  be  done  it  will 
be  necessary  that  more  accommodations  be  provided  as  a  convalescent 
ward.  But  if  a  supply  of  clothing  can  be  procured  I  hope  to  avoid 
the  necessity  for  further  increase.  If  more  evidence  of  the  urgent 
necessity  of  the  new  buildings  was  requisite  it  conld  be  found  in  the 
startling  ratio  of  the  late  weekly  and  monthly  reports;  lOl.GG  was  the 
ratio  of  deaths  per  1,000  for  the  week  ending  March  5,  and  330  deaths 
among  1,664  cases  treated  for  the  month  ending  February  9  shows  a 
striking  want  of  some  means  for  the  preservation  of  human  life  which 
medical  and  sanitary  science  has  indicated  as  proper  to  be  applied  for 
that  purpose.  Nor  does  the  prevalence  of  variola  account  in  full  for  that 
high  ratio  of  mortality,  as  while  157  deaths  occurred  in  637  cases  of 
that  disease  among  927  cases  of  other  diseases  173  deaths  occurred — 
a  ratio  of  mortality  almost  unheard  of  in  modern  hospitals. 

Feeling  that  every  principle  of  honor  and  humanity  dictates  that  no 
eflFort  should  be  spared  to  save  the  lives  of  those  suffering,  misguided 
men  whom  the  chances  of  war  have  thrown  into  their  present  position, 
has  induced  me  to  make  this  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  WATSON, 
Surgeon,  U,  S.  Volunteers,  in  Charge. 
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Office  Gommissaby-Geneeal  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  4, 1864. 

Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Bock  Island,  III. : 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo  in  reference  to  the  hospital 
in  course  of  erection  at  Eock  Island  for  prisoners  of  war  has  been  laid 
before  the  War  Department  with  the  recommendation  that  the  work  be 
completed,  which  has  been  ai)proved,  the  expense  to  be  paid  from  the 
prison  fund.  You  will  continue,  therefore,  the  work,  and  let  it  be  com- 
pleted with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  observing  the  closest  economy 
in  all  things.  From  the  reports  of  savings  and  expenditures  thus  far 
received  I  presume  the  fund  will  readily  cover  the  cost. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Hdqks.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  5,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  Be  so  kind  as  to  forward  for  the  use  of  these  headquarters 
a  supply  of  blank  rolls  of  prisoners  of  war,  with  and  without  paroles. 
Also  a  copy  of  the  list  of  Union  prisoners  of  war  paroled  by  the  Con- 
federate agent  for  exchange  at  Bichmond  on  or  about  the  6th  day  of 
March,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqbs.  U.  S.  Forces  at  Sandusky  and  Johnson's  Island, 

SandusJcy,  Ohio,  April  5,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel  :  One  of  the  conditions  of  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson 
was  that  the  officers  taken  at  that  place  should  retain  their  side-arms. 
Among  the  prisoners  of  war  lately  transferred  from  Johnson's  Island  to 
Point  Lookout,  Md.,  were  a  number  who  were  captured  at  Port  Hudson. 
Their  side-arms  are  still  held  on  Johnson's  Island.  I  have  the  honor  to 
ask  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  TEEEY, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  5, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  make  inquiries  as  to  where  Capt.  Frank 
Battle  is  now  confined.  He  was  formerly  in  irons  at  the  Nashville  peni- 
tentiary, in  alleged  retaliation  for  one  Capt.  Shad.  Harris,  a  deserter 
from  our  service.  Captaiu  Battle  was  subsequently  removed  to  John- 
son's Island,  and  about  the  middle  of  February  was  put  in  close  confine- 
ment.   Since  then  nothing  has  been  heard  from  him.    In  this  connection 
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I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  communication  of  October  23, 1803,  to 
Brigadier-General  Meredith,  relative  to  the  detention  of  Captain  Battle. 
To  that  I  have  received  no  answer.  I  will  be  glad  to  have  your  views 
about  the  subject-matter  of  that  letter  as  well  as  the  information  herein 
requested.  Is  Captain  Battle  regarded  by  your  authorities  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war;  and  if  not,  why^ 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KO.  OLTLD. 
Agent  of  Uxchange. 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,   Ta.,  April  5, 180-i. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Agent  of  Exchange : 

Sir:  I  have  been  reliably  informed  that  a  Mr.  Jourdan,  of  Prince 
William  County,  Va.,  has  been  arrested  by  the  Federal  authorities  and 
tried  as  a  spy.  I  hope  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  bring  the  facts  of 
this  case  to  your  attention  in  order  to  secure  his  prompt  release. 

Some  time  ago  a  party  of  Federal  soldiers,  clothed  in  Confederate 
uniform,  visited  Mr.  Jourdan's  house,  representing  themselves  as  Confed- 
erate soldiers.  They  made  many  and  minute  inquiries  of  Mr.  Jourdan, 
and  he  gave  them  all  the  information  in  his  possession.  A  few  days 
afterward  Mr.  Jourdan  was  arrested  by  the  Federal  authorities  as  a  spy. 
I  take  it  for  granted  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  your  Government  to  entrap 
any  man  in  this  way.  I  will  thank  you  to  make  the  proper  inquiry  into 
this  case  and  inform  me  what  course  is  intended  to  be  pursued. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  April  a,  18(iL 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  U.  G.  : 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  inform  you  tliat  Maj. 
Gen.  B.  F,  Butler,  commanding  Department  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  reports  under  date  of  the  31st  ultimo  that  he  has  the  posi- 
tive assurance  of  Mr.  Ould,  at  a  personal  interview,  that  there  are  no 
Union  prisoners  in  irons  in  the  South. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  1{.  S.  CANBV, 
liriijadier-Grneral  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


W^AR  Department,  Washington  City,  April  6, 18(il. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Gomdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  N.  Carolina,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
General  :  With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
stating  that  Mr.  Onld,  tlie  rebel  agent  for  exchange,  complains  that 
several  men  who  had  been  declared  exchanged  by  an  agreement  of 
May  8, 18(53,  are  now  in  confinement  at  Alton,  111.,  for  breaches  of  their 
paroles,  from  which  they  had  been  released  by  said  declaration  of 
exchange,  the  Hecfretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  say  that  if  you  can 
obtain  the  names  of  any  men  held  at  the  Alton  prison  or  elsewhere 
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under  the  circumstances  stated  and  will  furnish  them  to  Col.  William 
Hoffman,  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  an  investigation  can  be 
made  with  justice  to  all  parties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.   Xii.   O-   OAJN x>  X J 

Brigadier- General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Offick  Commissaky-Genebal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  G.,  April  6, 1864. 

Col.  .1.  P.  Sanderson, 

I'rovost-Marshal-General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 
Send  the  officers  prisoners  of  war  to  Johnson's  Island  under  ample 
guard  with  particular  instructions.     Send  the  excess  of  enlisted  men 
to  Alton.    Furnish  rolls  of  both  parties  to  this  office. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary  of  Prisoners, 

Department  of  the  Gulf, 

JVew  Orleans,  April  6, 1864. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  rolls  of  57  officers,  60  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  336  privates,  prisoners  of  war,  forwarded  to 
headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf,  on  Eed  Eiver,  April  5, 1864,  by 
order  of  Major-General  Banks,  for  exchange  under  a  cartel  made  by 
Major-General  Banks  and  Major-General  Taylor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  KILLBOEIf, 
Colonel  and  Commissary  of  Prisoners,  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  April  6, 1864. 
Col.  Joseph  "B^ot,"!,  Judge-Advocate-General,  Washington: 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  from  Memphis  some  time  ago  asking  your  specific 
instructions  as  to  the  power  of  a  commander  of  an  army  in  the  field 
to  approve  and  execute  the  sentence  of  death.  I  have  not  yet  time 
nor  the  means  to  examine  the  question,  but  the  law  of  Congress 
approved  December  24, 1861,  on  page  490  of  the  volume  Military  Laws, 
1776-1863,  gives  division  and  even  brigade  commanders  x)Ower  to  order 
general  courts-martial  and  to  approve  and  execute  sentences,  save  in 
cases  of  death  and  dismissal  of  a  commissioned  officer,  which  requires 
the  approval  of  the  general  commanding  the  army  in  the  field.  I  have 
always  construed  that  as  final,  and  to  substitute  the  said  commander 
in  place  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  the  cases  enumerated 
in  the  Sixty- third  and  Eighty-ninth  Articles  of  the  old  Articles  of  War. 

The  question  arises  daily,  and  I  expect  to  execute  a  good  many  spies 
and  guerrillas  under  that  law  without  bothering  the  President.  Too 
many  spies  and  villains  escape  us  in  the  time  consumed  by  trial, 
review,  and  remission  to  Washington,  and  we  all  know  that  it  is  very 
hard  for  the  President  to  hang  spies,  even  after  conviction,  when  a 
troop  of  friends  follow  the  sentence  with  earnest  and  ex  parte  appeals. 
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Spies  and  guerrillas,  murderers  under  the  assumed  title  of  Confed- 
erate soldiers,  deserters  on  leave,  should  be  hung  quick,  of  course  alter 
a  trial,  for  the  number  of  escapes  made  easy  by  the  changes  on  guard 
during  the  long  time  consumed  by  trial  and  reference  have  made  that 
class  of  men  bold  and  dangerous,  and  our  own  scouts  and  detachments 
have  so  little  faith  in  the  punishment  of  known  desperadoes  that  a 
habit  is  growing  of  "  losing  prisoners  in  the  swamp,"  the  meaning  of 
which  you  know.  This  horrible  attendant  of  war  originated  in  the 
practice  of  our  enemies,  and  I  have  seen  it  chuckled  over  in  their  pub- 
lic journals;  but  our  own  men  are  quick  to  learn,  and  unless  a  legal 
punishment  can  be  devised  you  will  soon  be  relieved  of  all  such  cases. 
I  believe  that  tlie  veriest  demon  should  have  a  hearing  aiid  trial,  but 
punishment  should  be  prompt,  yea  speedy,  or  it  loses  its  efiBcacy. 

I  believe  the  laws  I  have  quoted  give  the  commander  of  an  army  in 
the  fleld  lawful  power  to  try  by  court-martial,  approve  and  execute  the 
sentence,  and  I  believe  the  law  to  be  right  and  humane  to  society.  If 
wrong  I  should  be  corrected  at  once.  Forty  or  fifty  executions  now 
would  in  the  next  twelve  months  save  a  thousand  lives. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 

OONFEDEEATB   STATES  OP   AMERICA,  WAR   DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  6, 1804. 
Msij.  Gen.  B.  F.  Btjtler,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir  :  It  is  represented  that  Capt.  M.  S.  Koyce,  of  General  Wheeler's 
cavalry,  is  now  confined  in  the  penitentiary  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Captain  Eoyce  is  an  officer  in  the  Confederate  service  and  is  entitled 
to  the  treatment  of  a  prisoner  of  war.  It  is  alleged  that  he  violated  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Government.  To  this  there  are  two 
replies :  First.  The  oath  was  taken  with  an  express  limitation  that  it 
should  not  be  binding  if  the  Confederate  forces  occupied  the  country 
where  he  lived.  Such  was  the  fact  when  he  joined  those  forces.  Your 
own  General  Orders,  No.  207,  recognizes  the  doctrine  that  the  oath  was 
not  obligatory  upon  him  under  those  circumstances.  Secondly.  I  think 
you  will  find  he  was  absolved  from  his  oath  by  the  distinct  agree- 
ments of  the  agents  of  exchange.  I  will  thank  you  to  make  due 
inquiry  into  this  matter  and  inform  me  what  the  Federal  authorities 
propose  to  do  with  Captain  Eoyce. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EG.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  6,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Btjtler,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir  :  The  relatives  and  friends  of  Major  Burroughs  insist  that  he 
was  most  foully  murdered.  When  I  brought  the  matter  to  your  notice 
you  informed  me  that  a  military  inquiry  had  been  made  in  the  case  and 
that  you  would  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  record.  I  will  be  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  transmit  the  record  as  early  as  possible. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 
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Maj.  Mason  Morfit,  commanding  prison,  Danville,  Va.,  asks  wbat  dis- 
position shall  be  made  of  boxes  owned  by  Federals  who  have  died, 
escaped,  &c. 

rindorsoiiioiit.] 

APRIL  G,  1864. 
lletuined  to  General  Winder  with  recommendation  that  such  pack- 
ages us  are  not  needed  by  the  hospitals  be  turned  over  to  those  Federal 
prisoners  who  are  at  work  for  the  Confederate  States. 

[KG.  OULD.] 


Houston,  April  0,  1801. 
Oiipt.  P.  McGreal,  Commanding  Post : 

Captain:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commaiiding  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  addressed  to  tlie  chief 
of  staff,  and  in  reply  thereto  to  say  most  of  the  evils  complained  of 
could  have  been  remedied  by  your  own  order  as  commander  of  the 
post.  Locks  and  window  fastenings  could  have  been  procured  for 
the  guard-house  upon  your  requisition  on  the  post  quartermaster. 
They  will  be  furnished  you  now  and  the  jail  put  in  complete  order  at 
once.  If  it  is  necessary  you  will  conline  the  political  prisoners  to 
which  you  make  reference  in  irons  till  the  jail  is  made,  in  your  judgment, 
perfectly  secure. 

You  will  permit  no  one  to  visit  the  prisoners  alluded  to  without  a 
special  permit  from  these  headquarters.  It  is  reported  that  an  officer 
of  the  detachment  guarding  the  prisoners  is  now  absent.  You  will  at 
once  ascertain  by  whose  leave,  and  by  orders  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  such  an  abuse  in  future,  reporting  the  circumstances  of  his  present 
absence  to  these  headquarters.  You  will  in  person  make  two  inspec- 
tions of  the  jail  every  twenty-four  hours,  once  in  the  day,  once  at 
night,  and  recjuire  the  couimandiug  officer  of  the  guard  to  remain  in 
the  house  with  the  prisoners  all  night,  and  order  him  in  iirrest  and 
prefer  charges  against  him  for  any  violation  of  this  order. 

hi  relation  to  tiie  guard  at  the  theater,  1  am  instructed  to  say  it  is 
ojttiDnal  with  the  provost  of  the  city  or  the  commanding  ofiicers  of  the 
post  wli(>ther  such  guard  be  furnished  or  not. 

Th(i  jail  above  referred  to  must  be  put  in  order  to  day,  and  Cajrtain 
(larey,  ])ost  quartermaster,  will  supply  you  with  the  requisite  materials 
and  assistance  upon  exhibition  by  you  of  the  inclosed  orders. 

Tery  respectfully,  O.  M.  \V ATKINS, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Judge-Advooate-General's  Office, 

April  7,  1804. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  Nashville,  Tenn.  -. 

You  have  no  authority  to  carry  into  execution  a  death  sentence  pro- 
nounced by  a  military  commission. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate-General. 

Heaii(>uarters  Tost  of  Chicago, 

Chicago,  III.,  April  7,  1804. 
Col.  WTLT.rAM  Hoffman,  Coinmi..<<xar!/-<lcntr<il  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  Herewith  lind  inclosed  the  monthly  nqmit  of  ]»risoners 
of  war,  with  accompanyiiig  rolls.*     You  will  peic'eive  a  discrepancy  in 
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immber  of  prisoners  luiticcouuted  for  of  eifj'lity  four.  This  discrepancy 
is  Ciiused  by  a  cliaiigc  iu  the  mode  of  keeping  rolls  imd  the  result  of 
placing  new  ofticers  in  charge. 

On  the  1st  of  March  a  new  set  of  officers  were  placed  in  charge  of 
the  prisoners  with  orders  to  prepare  entire  new  rolls  of  prisoners  with- 
out regard  to  old  records.  The  result  of  this  has  been  that  tlie  new 
rolls  show  tiie  actujil  number  of  prisoners  now  in  camp.  The  discrep- 
ancy is  not  as  large  as  I  anticipated.  The  present  rolls  are  being  thor- 
oughly verified  by  musters  of  the  imsoners,  and  in  a  few  diiys  1  shall 
forward  another  roll  which  will  be  in  every  way  accurate  and  may 
difler  slightly  from  the  one  inclosed. 

The  old  aiiangenu'nt  of  the  barracks  and  the  crowded  state  of  the 
prisoners  in  them  has  heretofore  made  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  a  cor- 
rect muster,  but  by  some  recent  changes  in  this  respect  the  condition 
of  affairs  is  becoming  much  simplified. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  W.  OliMB, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Obdees,  )  Headquakters, 

No.  23.  )  Annapolis,  Md.,  April  7,  1864. 

The  undersigned  hereby  assumes  the  command  of  the*  Post  and  Dis- 
trict of  Annapolis,  Md.,  including  Gamp  Parole,  and  announces  the  fol- 
lowing staff: 

Lieut.  J.  S.  "Wharton,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  post  adjutant; 
Capt.  G.  S.  Blodgett,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  post 
(juartermaster;  Gapt.  A.  H.  Clements,  commissary  of  subsistence,  tJ.  S. 
Volunteers,  post  commissary;  Capt.  F.  J.  Kefier,  Seventy-first  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  i)rovost-marsha]. 

Camj)  Parole:  Lieut.  N.  Eedmond,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  adjutant; 
Capt.  J.  A.  Doyle,  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  com- 
missary; Lieut.  G.  S.  Carpenter,  Eighteenth  IT.  S.  Infantry,  quarter- 
master; Capt.  A.  W.  Briggs,  One  hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, provost-marshal;  Surg.  l'\  H.  Gross,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in 
charge;  W.  S.  G.  Elliott,  A.  T.  Pick,  and  F.  M.  Lincoln,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeons. 

College  Green  Barracks:  Maj.  S.  E.  Chamberlain,  First  Massachu- 
setts Cavalry,  commanding. 

The  colonel  commanding  earnestly  requests  the  confidence  and  sup- 
port of  the  citizens  of  Annapolis  iu  his  efforts  to  maintain  good  order 
within  the  limits  of  his  command. 

ADRIAN  K.  EOOT, 
Colonel  Ninety-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hbqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  i)().  )  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  7,  1864. 

7.  Col.  William  Myers,  chief  quartermaster  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, is  hereby  directed  to  cause  to  be  made,  under  his  supervision  and 
as  soon  as  practicable,  such  repairs  and  alterations  upon  the  military 
prison  hospital  at  Alton,  111.,  as  the  interests  of  the  service  may  require. 
By  command  of  Major-Cieneral  Kosecrans: 

<).  D.  GllEBNE, 
A  us  i  si  ant  A  dj  n  tant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Inspeotoe-General's  Department, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  7, 186i. 
Maj.  O.  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Major  :  The  attention  of  the  general  commanding  is  called  to  the 
following  extracts  from  letter  of  advice  of  Capt.  M.  J.  O'Connor,  dis- 
trict inspector  Saint  Louis  District,  in  regard  to  military  hospitals : 

The  regimental  surgeons  in  the  city  of  Saint  Louis  complain,  and  justly  too,  that 
while  the  rebel  prisoners  in  Gratiot  Street  Prison  are  provided  with  first- rate  accom- 
modations for  bathing  that  our  own  men  doing  guard  duty  in  the  city  have  no  such 
conveniences.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  medical  director  be  instructed  to  give 
the  matter  his  attention.  The  expense  would  be  trifling.  If  it  could  not  be  done  in 
any  other  way  sutticient  money  might  be  drawn  from  tlie  regimental  fund  of  the 
different  regiments  to  procure  bath  tubs,  &c. 

Respectfnlly, 

S.  H.  MELCHBK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Sixth  Cavalry  Missouri  State  Militia. 

[First  indorsement. 1 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  April  9, 1864. 
EespectfuUy  referred  to  the  medical  director  Department  of  the 
Missouri. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Eosecrans : 

FRANK  BNO, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Medical  Director's  Office,  Deft,  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  10, 1864. 
Respectfnlly  returned. 

If  the  accommodations  herein  mentioned  are  necessary  for  the  sick 
they  should  be  provided  by  the  medical  department.  If  for  well  men, 
it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  colonels  and  surgeons  of  the  regiments 
referred  to. 

MAD.  MILLS, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  April  7,  1804. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  Taylor, 

Commanding  District  of  West  Louisiana: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that  the  Federal  prisoners  to  be  exchanged  will  arrive  at 
Marshall  to-morrow.  He  has  directed  them  to  be  halted  there.  It  was 
his  intention  to  have  sent  them  down  via  Greenwood  and  Ke&,tchie. 
Before  sending  them  down  he  desires  to  know  your  wishes  as  to  the 
best  route  to  send  them  to  prevent  them  from  obtaining  information  or 
seeing  anything.  As  the  enemy  will  be  able  to  arm  the  prisoners  sent 
to  them,  and  we  will  not  be  able  to  arm  those  that  return  to  us,  he 
doubts  the  propriety  of  making  the  exchange  until  the  present  crisis 
has  passed,  and  wishes  your  views. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  BOGGS, 
Brigadier-  General  wad  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Houston,  April  7, 1864. 
Capt.  W.  Spalding  Good,  Ordnance  Department,  Anderson : 

The  laws  of  the  State  give  us  the  use  of  the  county  jails  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  military  prisoners.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  major-general 
commanding  to  send  some,  Baldwin,  Peebles,  &c.,  to  Anderson,  and  he 
directs  that  you  at  once  see  the  jailer  and  arrange  with  him  for  rooms, 
&c.  We  are,  of  course,  required  to  furnish  them  with  subsistence. 
You  will  also  see  that  the  jail  is  at  once  made  perfectly  secure,  and 
quartermasters  and  all  other  oflScers  are  directed  by  the  major-general 
commanding  to  furnish  you  whatever  assistance,  either  in  labor  or 
materials,  you  may  require,  on  exhibition  to  them  of  this  letter  of 
instructions. 

Troops  are  ordered  to  Anderson  to  guard  the  jail  as  well  as  your 
ordnance  stores.  You  will  report  by  letter  to  these  headquarters  when 
your  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  these  prisoners  (say  sixty  in 
number)  will  be  completed. 

O.  M.  WATKINS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Office  Commissaby-Genekal  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  8,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
General  :  On  the  29th  of  February  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  Capt.  Frank  Battle,  of  the  rebel  army,  had  been  ordered  to  be 
placed  in  irons  at  Fort  Warren  in  retaliation  for  the  confinement  in 
irons  of  Capt.  Shad.  Harris,  Third  East  Tennessee  Cavalry,  by  the 
Eichmond  authorities.  I  would  respectfully  inquire  whether  the  assur- 
ance given  by  Mr.  Ould  that  there  are  no  Union  prisoners  in  confine- 
ment in  irons  in  the  South  covers  the  case  of  Captain  Harris.  I  will 
be  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
of  officers  who  investigated  the  complaints  made  by  rebel  oflBcers  of  the 
loss  of  their  baggage  while  being  transferred  from  Johnson's  Island  to 
Point  Lookout. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


EocK  Island,  III.,  April  8, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,!).  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  inspec- 
tion of  the  Eock  Island  Prison  barracks,  April  5,  6,  7, 1864: 

Of  the  eighty-four  barracks  within  the  prison  inclosure  twenty-one 
are  at  present  fenced  oflf  from  the  main  inclosure  and  used  as  follows, 
viz: 

Commissary  distributing  store-houses 2 

Quartermaster's  distributing  store-houses 1 

Hospital 11 

Garrison  (quarters  of  six  companies  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteers) 6 

Garrison  (quarters  of  six  companies  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteers)  laundresses .  1 

Total 21 
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The  remainder  of  the  barracks,  sixty-three  in  number,  are  occupied 
by  tlie  jirisoners  of  war,  with  the  exception  of  two  (Nos.  40,  42),  which 
were  for  a  time  used  as  smallpox  wards,  and  are  now  unoccupied. 

Warmth  and  ventilation. — Each  barrack  is  well  warmed  by  two  stoves 
and  can  bo  well  ventilated  with  tlie  assistance  of  the  side  windows,  the 
ridge  A^entilation  being  but  partial  and  iiisuflBcient  for  the  purpose. 

CooMnfi  and  JcHchens. — The  cooking  is  done  in  each  barrack  by  detail. 
The  kitchens  and  utensils  as  a  general  thing  are  clean  and  in  good 
order,  there  being,  however,  a  few  marked  exceptions  to  tliis. 

Rations. — The  rations  are  sufficient  in  quantity  and  of  good  quality, 
except  in  one  instance — the  prison  is  supplied  with  corn  bread,  baked  in 
the  city  of  Itock  [sland.  This  the  surgeon  in  charge  informs  me  is 
frequently  so  poorly  prepared  as  to  become  a  source  of  disease.  Atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  matter  and  it  will  be  remedied. 

Blanlcets  and  clothing. — The  prisoners  are  well  supplied  with  blankets, 
and  as  a  general  thing  are  well  clothed.  The  total  number  of  prisoners 
of  war  now  confined  at  this  depot  is  C,050. 

Police. — The  police  of  the  barracks  is  not  as  strictly  attended  to  as 
it  was  at  the  time  of  my  last  inspection,  nor  are  the  men  as  cleanly.  In 
many  barracks  I  found  fragments  of  rations  stowed  away  among  the 
bunks  instead  of  being  strictly  confined  to  the  kitchen,  as  they  should 
be.  The  blankets  and  bedding  are  not  properly  aired,  nor  are  the  men 
under  as  strict  discipline  as  formerly. 

GroundK. — The  police  of  the  grounds  is  bad  except  on  the  central 
avenue.  In  the  neighborhood  of  many  of  the  barracks  the  refuse  of  the 
kitchens  is  scattered  on  the  ground  about  the  doors  instead  of  being 
collected  in  proper  receptacles.  The  wash  water  is  thrown  on  the 
ground,  collecting  in  puddles  and  creating  mud.  I  have  directed  that 
a  slop  sink,  in  the  form  of  a  hole  three  feet  in  diameter  and  as  deep  as 
the  soil  will  allow,  be  dug  near  the  kitchen  door  of  each  barrack  for  the 
reception  of  liquid  refuse,  the  solid  refuse  being  collected  in  proper 
receptacles  and  sold  from  time  to  time  for  the  benefit  of  the  prison  fund. 
These  sinks  will  permit  the  water  to  soak  away,  and  if  kept  well  disin- 
fected by  lime  will  answer  the  purpose  until  drainage  facilities  are 
provided. 

Drainage. — As  at  the  date  of  my  last  inspection  the  drainage  of  the 
camp  is  entirely  unprovided  for,  although  the  Quartermaster-General 
has  approved  the  plan  submitted  for  this  purpose  and  for  the  water 
supply,  and  ordered  it,  with  some  unimportant  modifications,  to  be  con- 
structed fortli  with.  The  depot  quartermaster  states  that  this  order  will 
be  speedily  put  into  execution. 

Water  supply. — This  is  still  deficient,  the  only  certain  source  of  sup- 
ply being  the  artesian  well,  the  steam  pump  and  main  supply  pipe 
frequently  giving  out. 

Sinl-s. — The  excavated  sinks  have  at  length  been  entirely  abandoned 
within  the  prison  inclosure  and  movable  receptacles  substituted.  A 
main  privy  has  been  constructed  for  each  block  of  barracks,  so  arranged 
that  the  excrement  is  received  in  barrels  provided  with  handles  for 
moving,  which  are  emptied  and  cleansed  in  the  river  twice  in  the 
twenty-four  hours.  These  privies  are  well  arranged  for  the  prevention 
of  an  accumulation  of  filth  and  are  kept  in  good  police.  They  will 
answer  their  purpose  very  well  until  the  permanent  privies  over  the 
main  sewer  can  be  constructed. 

Laundry. — A  few  caldrons  are  used  as  a  makeshift  for  laundry  pur- 
poses until  permanent  facilities  can  be  provided.  The  prisoners  use 
them,  but  not  to  the  extent  that  should  be  done. 
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PRiaON  HOSPITAL. 

Eleveu  barracks  inside,  the  piisoii  inclosure  and  situated  at  its  south- 
west conier,  but  feiujed  off  from  the  main  inclosure,  are  used  for  tem- 
porary hospital  puri)()ses.  Ten  of  these  barracks  are  occupied  by  the 
sick,  and  the  eleventh  as  a  storehouse  and  carpenter's  workshop. 

Wardn.^The  wards  are  well  furnished  with  wooden  bunks  in  eight 
wards  and  iron  bedsteads  in  two  (tlie  erysipelas  and  pneumonia  wards). 
They  are  not  in  a  very  good  state  of  police  and  are  overcrowded,  each 
ward  having  forty-two  beds  for  patients  and  attendants  instead  of 
thirty,  the  full  complement. 

Blankets,  etc. — There  is  a  sufficient  supply  of  hospital  clothing, 
blankets  and  bedding;  bnt  that  in  use  in  the  wards  is  not  as  clean  as 
it  should  be  owing  to  the  lack  of  laundry  facilities,  washing  being  done 
in  caldrons  in  the  open  air. 

Straw. — IMuch  complaint  is  made  by  the  surgeon  in  charge  that  straw 
for  bedding  is  not  supplied  in  suflScient  quantity  to  admit  of  the  neces- 
sary changes.  I  have  had  an  interview  with  the  post  quartermiister 
on  the  subject  and  think  that  this  difficulty  will  be  remedied  hereafter. 

Warming  and  ventilation. — The  wards  are  well  warmed  by  three 
stoves  in  each,  and  can  be  well  ventilated  by  the  aid  of  the  side 
windows,  the  partial  ridge  ventilation  being  insufficient. 

Rations  and  cooking. — The  supply  of  food  is  sufficient,  of  good  quality, 
and  sufficiently  varied  by  purchases  from  the  hospital  fund.  The  cook- 
ing is  done  by  detail  in  the  kitchen  of  each  ward.  The  kitchens  and 
utensils  are  generally  in  good  order,  and  the  cooking  appears  to  be  well 
done,  except  in  the  matter  of  special  diet,  for  which  proper  facilities 
do  not  exist. 

Grounds. — The  ground  within  the  hospital  inclosure  is  in  very  bad 
police.  The  location  being  the  lowest  ground  in  the  prison  what  little 
drainage  there  is  to  the  camp  runs  into  it,  making  the  ground  abnost 
constantly  wet  and  muddy.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  drain  it,  but 
ineffectually,  as  the  ground  is  lower  than  that  outside.  In  addition  to 
this  there  is  just  outside  the  fence  an  undrained  marsh,  which  cannot 
be  remedied  until  the  prison  drainage  is  complete,  and  which  will  in 
the  course  of  a  very  few  weeks  become  a  hotbed  of  miasmatic  poison. 
Every  principle  of  humanity  and  a  due  regard  to  the  preservation  of 
human  life  demands  that  the  sick  should  be  removed  from  these  quar- 
ters at  the  earliest  i)ossible  moment — at  any  rate  before  the  hot  weather 
sets  in — and  in  this  opinion  I  am  sure  the  Commissary-General  of  Pris- 
oners would  coincide  on  a  personal  inspection. 

Sinks. — An  excavated  sink  is  still  in  use  and  is  in  a  very  offensive 
condition.  I  have  directed  that  it  be  at  once  replaced  by  one  similar 
to  those  in  use  in  the  prison. 

Slop  sinks. — Slop  sinks  for  the  reception  of  liquid  refuse  are  dug  at 
each  door  of  the  wards.  The  solid  kitchen  refuse  is  collected  in  ]ir()]>er 
receptacles  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  hos])ital  fund. 

Offices,  <Cc. — The  dispensary,  commissary,  and  medical  store-rooms  and 
steward's  quarters  are  in  a  small  temporary  building  erected  between 
the  two  rows  of  wards  and  are  all  in  very  good  order.  The  main  hos- 
pital storehouse  occupies  the  eleventh  barracli  and  is  also  in  good 
order.  One  end  of  this  barrack  is  also  used  as  a  carjienter's  workshop, 
where  prisoners  manufacture  from  refuse  lumber  sucjh  articles  of  hos- 
pital furniture  as  are  necessary,  but  not  otherwise  to  be  procured,  as 
spittoons,  bedside  tables,  trays,  &c. 
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There  are  now  under  treatment  here  355  patients.  The  following  is 
the  summary  of  the  sick  report  for  the  month  ending  March  31  (exclud- 
ing smallpox):  Total  strength  of  prisoners,  7,254;  remaining  sick  at 
last  report,  548;  taken  sick  during  the  month,  CliO;  aggregate  sick, 
1,168;  returned  to  quarters,  664;  died,  152;  remaining  sick,  352;  per- 
centage of  deaths  to  total  strength,  .021;  percentage  of  deaths  to 
aggregate  sick,  .1302. 

Morning  report  April  6  (excluding  smallpox) :  Sick  in  hospital,  355. 

VARIOLA  HOSPITAL. 

This  branch  of  the  prison  hospital,  consisting  of  six  barracks  (24  by 
150  by  12  feet  each),  a  laundry,  guard-house,  dead-house,  and  a  building 
for  dispensary,  store-rooms,  attendants,  &c.,  is  located  on  the  south 
shore  of  the  island  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  prison 
inclosure. 

Wards. — The  wards  are  in  generally  good  order,  much  better  indeed 
than  are  those  within  the  prison  inclosure.  The  patients,  clothing,  and 
bedding  are  clean. 

Ventilation  and  warminci. — Four  of  the  wards  are  provided  with  ade- 
quate ridge  ventilation.  The  remaining  two  (those  first  erected)  are 
ventilated  only  by  means  of  the  side  windows.  Each  ward  is  warmed 
by  five  stoves. 

Kitchens  and  cooking. — The  kitchens  and  cooking  utensils  are  in  very 
good  order  and  the  cooking  is  said  to  be  well  done. 

Offices. — The  dispensary  and  other  offices  are  in  good  order. 

Laundry. — The  laundry  contains  two  40-gallon  caldrons,  and  is  in 
active  operation  to  the  manifest  improvement  of  the  patients  both  in 
comfort  and  appearance. 

Clothing. — From  the  lack  of  an  adequate  supply  of  clothing  with 
which  to  provide  convalescents  on  returning  to  quarters,  the  surgeon 
in  charge  has  attempted  to  purify  and  disinfect  the  clothing  brought  by 
them  to  the  pest-house.  This  is  done  by  thoroughly  boiling  the  clothes, 
then  subjecting  them  in  a  close  apartment  to  the  fames  of  burning  sul- 
phur, followed  by  a  second  boiling.  This  is  said  to  have  been  effectual 
in  destroying  the  infection,  as  no  new  case  has  yet  been  traced  to  the 
use  of  this  clothing.  The  process  may  be  ett'ectual,  still  I  do  not  think 
it  safe  to  trust  to  it.  New  clothing  should  be  furnished  to  all  returning 
to  quarters. 

Two  small  buildings  on  the  island  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  pest- 
house,  and  formerly  dwellings,  are  still  used  for  the  reception  of  small- 
pox patients;  one  of  them  for  cases  occurring  among  the  garrison. 
They  are  in  tolerably  good  order. 

The  smallpox  is  abating  somewhat,  though  by  no  means  as  rapidly 
as  I  had  hoped  and  expected.  There  are  now  274  cases  in  all,  most  of 
which  are  of  a  mild  type,  and  many  of  whom  are  convalescent. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  smallpox  for  the  month  ending  March 
31:  Total  strength  of  prisoners,  7,254;  remaining  sick  at  last  report, 
160;  taken  sick  during  mouth,  376;  aggregate  sick,  536;  returned  to 
quarters,  134;  died,  132;  percentage  of  cases  to  total  strength,  .0739; 
percentage  of  deaths  to  total  strength,  .0182;  percentage  of  deaths  to 
aggregate  sick,  .2463. 
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Proportion  of  cases  and  deaths  in  each  week  during  the  month  end- 
ing March  31: 
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Vaccination. — I  should  have  stated  above  that  vaccination  is  strictly 
enforced.  This  operation  is  not  as  eiiectual  as  it  should  be  owing  to  the 
inferior  quality  of  the  vaccine  virus  provided  by  the  medical  purveyor. 

Hospital  fund. — Abstract  of  hospital  fund  for  month  ending  March 
31, 1864: 

Balance  due  last  month $1,199.68 

Value  of  rations  due 5, 226. 95 

6,426.63 

Value  of  rations  issued $2,994.93 

Purchases 1,959.71 

4,954.64 

Balance  dne 1,471.99 

These  expenditures  were  judiciously  made  and  were  mostly  for 
articles  of  diet  not  furnished  by  the  prison  ration. 

NEW   PRISON  HOSPITAL. 

When  the  order  from  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  arresting 
the  progress  of  construction  of  these  buildings  was  received  by  the 
commandant  of  the  depot  the  executive  building  and  the  western  seven 
hospital  barracks  were  nearly  completed  and  the  kitchen  building  had 
been  commenced.  Colonel  Johnson  at  once  directed  that  the  work 
already  under  way  should  be  completed  and  the  erection  of  the  eastern 
seven  barracks  be  suspended  to  await  further  orders  from  the  Commis- 
sary-General of  Prisoners.  For  a  full  statement  of  the  cost,  &c.,  of  these 
buildings  in  their  present  condition  and  the  cost,  &c.,  completed,  I  have 
to  refer  to  the  several  reports  from  the  surgeon  in  charge,  depot  quar- 
termaster, and  commandant  of  the  depot,  already  forwarded  to  the 
office  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

This  building  was  not  directed  by  me  as  being  called  for  by  the  extra- 
ordinary requirements  of  a  temporary  occasion,  but  as  the  regular  prison 
hospital  for  the  average  number  of  sick  occurring  in  the  prison  with  an 
average  number  of  inmates  under  ordinary  circumstances.  The  new 
building  is  designed  to  accommodate  500  beds  (14  wards  with  a  comple- 
ment of  40  beds  each),  which  number  might  under  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances be  increased  by  crowding  to  700.  This  is  but  a  fair  average 
allowance,  for  under  ordinary  circumstances,  at  a  post  like  this,  an 
average  of  at  least  8  per  cent,  of  hospital  sick  must  be  expected  and 
provided  for,  together  with  the  necessary  n  urses  and  attendants.  There 
are  now  365  sick  in  hospital  (excluding  smallpox)  and  683  in  quarters, 
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of  whom  at  least  250  should  be  receiving  hospital  attendance,  making 
(i()5  hospital  patients  (besides  smallpox)  out  of  a  total  of  G,!).>()  prison- 
ers, a  percentage  of  .0871.  Unless  it  is  proposed  to  retain  tlie  hospital 
within  the  prison  inclosure,  which  neither  Colonel  Johnson  nor  myselt 
suppose  to  be  the  case,  and  the  impropriety  of  which  is  dearly  ae^o'^- 
strated  by  the  too  large  ratio  of  mortality  among  patients  treated  there 
(.2029  per  cent,  for  February  and  .1302  per  cent,  for  March),  I  must 
again  most,  earnestly  but  respectfully  urge  that  authority  be  given  to 
complete  these  buildings  with  the  least  possible  delay.  The  materials 
are  all  on  tlie  ground  and  the  work  can  be  completed  in  short  time. 

The  pest-honse  was  ordered  nnder  the  pressure  of  extraordinary  and 
unavoidable  circumstances.  It  will,  I  hope,  ere  loug  be  nearly  if  not 
entirely  vacated. 

Prison  grave-yard. — The  work  of  removing  the  grave- yard  to  a  more 
favorable  location  is  completed. 

Post  hospital.— In  the  absence  of  the  proper  buildings  this  hospital  is 
now  occupying  buildings  in  three  different  places.  The  original  post 
hospital  building,  with  a  capacity  of  sixteen  beds,  and  two  garrison  bar- 
racks, with  thirty  beds  each,  are  occupied  by  the  sick  of  the  Invalid 
Corps.  The  Thirty-seventh  Iowa,  though  on  duty  on  the  island,  have 
their  hospital  in  the  city  of  Eock  Island,  there  being  no  building  avail- 
able on  the  island.  This  hospital  occujnes  an  old  building  near  the 
bridge,  containing  thirty  beds  and  entirely  unlit  for  the  purpose.  This 
arrangement  is  at  best  an  exceedingly  inconvenient  one,  scattering  the 
medical  officers  and  complicating  the  office  work,  while  the  patients 
cannot  be  as  well  cared  for  as  when  the  hospital  is  compact.  The  new 
building  is  about  being  erected  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

The  ])Ost  hospital  wards  are  not  in  the  best  of  order,  but  the  sick 
appear  to  be  as  well  cared  for  as  circumstances  will  permit.  There  is 
a  sufficient  supply  of  hosjiital  clothing,  bedding,  and  other  stores. 

Medical  staf. — The  medical  staff:'  of  the  depot  consists  of  Surg.  W. 
Watson,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  charge,  and  Asst.  Surg.  M.  K.  Moxley, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  executive  officer,  assisted  by  three  medical  officers 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteers  and  twelve  contract  surgeons. 
The  surgeon  and  two  assistants  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  are  on  duty 
with  their  regiment,  two  acting  assistants  attend  to  the  sick  of  the 
Invalid  Corps,  four  are  on  duty  at  the  variola  hospital,  and  the  remain- 
ing six  attend  to  the  sick  in  the  barracks  and  prison  hospital. 

The  following  is  the  inornibg  report  of  the  troops  in  garrison  present 
and  sick  April  0,  1864 : 
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GARRISON   QUARTERS. 


Six  companies  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteers  still  occupy 
barracks  within  the  prison  inclosure,  though  the  barracks  outside  are 
rapidly  approaching  completion  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  occupation. 
One  barrack  is  also  occupied  by  laundresses. 
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Police. — The  police  of  the  barracks  is  generally  bad,  especially  in 
those  occupied  by  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteers.  Tlie  kitchens 
and  utensils  are  not  iu  very  good  order,  and  in  many  places  the  kitchen 
refuse  is  scattered  on  the  ground  instead  of  being  collected  in  proper 
rece])tacles.  Many  of  the  bunks  are  closely  boarded  up,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  health  of  the  men  occupying  them.  Many  of  the  barracks 
are  very  insufficiently  ventilated. 

Tlie  ground  about  the  garrison  barracks  is  in  many  places  in  very 
poor  police. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLAKK, 
tSurgeoH  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners!  of  War. 


Hd(jks.  Dkpt.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  8,  1804. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  B.  G. : 
Colonel:  Jacob  V.  Enssell,  sergeant  iu  the  Ninth  Virginia  Kegi- 
ment,  Pickett's  division,  and  some  nine  months  a  prisoner  in  P^rt  Del- 
aware, has  loyal  relatives  living  in  Norfolk.  I  am  assured  that  he 
desires  to  take  the  oath  and  return  to  his  allegiance,  having  been  con- 
scripted in  the  rebel  army.  Please  send  him  to  me  for  examination  for 
the  purpose  indicated. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqr.s.  Dkp'J'.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  I  'a.,  April  i),  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Upon  the  hist  tiag-of-truce  boat  which  carried  up  Confederate 
prisoners  in  our  hands  I  sent  up  from  Point  Lookout  some  400  and  odd 
prisoners,  being  all  the  wounded  and  sick  Confederates  who  were  suffi- 
ciently convalescent  to  bear  the  voyage. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  boat  1  was  informed  by  Major  Mulford  that 
the  Confederate  agent  of  exchange  would  meet  mc  on  the  James  Itiver 
on  Wednesday,  the  29th  of  March.  Accordingly  I  received  notice  from 
Admiral  Lee  late  in  the  evening  of  that  day  that  a  flag  of-truce  boat 
was  seeking  communication  at  the  outer  picket  line  of  the  blockading 
fleet  at  the  mouth  of  the  James  River. 

The  same  messenger  brought  a  communication  from  Eobert  Ould,  esq., 
agent  of  exchange  of  the  authorities  of  the  belligerents  at  Kichmond, 
directed  to  Major-General  Butler,  agent  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  signed  with  the  official  signature  of 
Robert  Ould,  agent  of  exchange.  Confederate  States,  intbrmiug  me  that 
he  was  then  on  board  the  C.  S.  steamer  Eoanoke,  and  desired  an  inter- 
view upon  the  subject  of  exchange. 

Deeming  this  to  be  an  official  recognition  of  the  commissioner  of 
exchange  of  the  United  States  on  behalf  of  the  belligerent  authorities 
at  Kichmond,  and  an  abnegation  of  the  letter  to  General  Hitchcock, 
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commissioner  of  exchange,  of  the  date  of  December  27, 1863,  refusing 
to  treat  with  myself  as  commissioner  of  exchange  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  I  sent  Majjor  Mulford  with  a  steamer  to  ofQcially  inform 
Mr.  Ould  that  I  would  confer  with  him  as  proposed,  and  suggested,  as 
a  matter  of  comfort  to  both  parties,  that  he  should  meet  me  with  his 
assistant  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Owing  to  the  darkness  and  storminess  of  the  weather  he  was  not 
able  to  come  down  the  river  until  the  following  day.  Upon  meeting 
Mr.  Ould  informed  me  that  most  of  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
in  the  hands  of  his  authorities  had  been  sent  to  Americus,  Ga.,  for  the 
convenience  of  furnishing  them  with  food  and  for  the  purpose  of  reliev- 
ing us  from  the  temptation  of  continual  movements  upon  Richmond  for 
the  purpose  of  their  Uberation,  and  that  in  further  exchange  he  would 
desire  to  have  these  prisoners  delivered  to  us  at  Fort  Pulaski,  in  Savan- 
nah Eiver,  and  urged  as  a  reason  that  it  was  more  desirable  to  have 
them  come  by  sea  than  to  sufler  the  discomforts  of  a  ride  of  many 
hundred  miles  by  railroad. 

From  motives  of  tenderness  to  the  prisoners,  and  to  prevent  their 
being  broken  down  by  the  journey,  I  assented  that,  in  case  the  exchange 
went  forward,  our  Government  would  receive  those  prisoners  at  that 
point,  although  the  expenditure  would  be  much  heavier  than  at  City 
Point;  but  leaving  that  question,  as  well  as  the  one  whether  the  pris- 
oners held  by  us  in  the  West  might  not  be  delivered  somewhere  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  and  thus  save  an  expensive  land  transportation,  to 
be  adjusted  by  future  conference,  after  other  questions  of  more  moment 
were  settled,  we  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  points  ot  difference  which 
had  arisen  iu  the  matter  of  exchange,  and  the  points  reduced  them- 
selves to  a  few,  which  for  more  convenience  for  reference  were  put 
upon  a  memorandum.  I  confess  that  excepting  the  first  point,  as  to 
persons  of  color,  which  1  beg  leave  to  discuss  last,  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  an  agreement  upon  all  jwints  of  diff'erence  cannot  be  arrived  at 
upon  just  and  equitable  terms. 

In  regard  to  paroles,  the  Confederate  commissioner  claims  nothing, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  which  he  is  not  willing  to  concede  to  us,  acting  under 
the  cartel  and  our  general  orders,  with  the  exception  that,  I  believe,  on 
both  sides  it  should  be  yielded  that,  as  well  before  as  subsequently  to 
Order  No.  207,  of  July  3, 18G3,  paroles  should  not  be  accepted  by  either 
belligerent  of  ofiBcers  or  soldiers  who  were  not  so  far  in  the  power  of 
the  captor  as  to  be  taken  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  I  believe  this  propo- 
sition will  be  agreed  to  by  the  Confederate  commissioner,  although  for 
paroles  given  prior  to  July  3  I  was  at  a  loss  to  answer  the  fact  claimed, 
which  I  suppose  to  be  the  fact  that  paroles  of  prisoners  taken  on  raids 
had  been  insisted  upon  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  as  in  the  case  of 
Kilpatrick's  first  expedition  to  Richmond,  and  had  been  allowed  and 
counted  by  tlie  Confederate  authorities.  But  I  have  still  no  doubt  that 
that  matter  can  be  easily  adjusted. 

The  next  question  of  difference  which  presented  itself  in  discussing 
what  paroles  sliould  be  allowed  was  the  necessity  of  defining  what  is  the 
meaning  of  the  words  "  commanders  of  armies  in  the  field,"  as  used  in 
Order  No.  207 ;  and  this  was  further  complicated  with  the  question  when 
that  order  should  be  considered  as  taking  effect ;  whether  at  its  date,  July 
3,  1803,  or  on  the  date  of  its  being  notified  to  the  Confederate  commis- 
sioner of  exchange,  July  8,  or  at  some  other  period.  The  practical  result 
of  the  difference  of  opinion  upon  this  question  would  be  this :  Kthe"  com- 
manding oflflcer  of  an  army  in  the  field  "  should  only  mean  the  ofQcer 
actually  commanding  a  military  department,  or  an  expeditionary  corps 
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in  a  given  section  of  country,  and  the  order  shoald  be  held  to  take  effect 
July  3,  the  day  of  its  date,  then  the  Confederate  commissioner  claims  that 
the  paroles  at  Vicksburg  were  invalid  under  Order  No.  207,  which  took 
effect  July  3,  as  the  surrender  was  July  4  by  General  Pemberton,  who 
was  not  "commander  of  the  army  in  the  field,"  the  commander  of  the 
department  being  General  Johnston,  who  was  then  within  a  few  miles, 
and  the  immediate  superior  of  General  Pemberton,  who  was  not  nego- 
tiated with  in  the  act  of  capitulation  at  Vicksburg.  Or,  if  it  should  be 
held  that  Order  No.  207  took  effect  on  July  8,  the  date  of  its  notifica- 
tion to  the  Confederate  commissioner,  then  the  paroles  at  Port  Hudson 
would  be  invalid,  because  that  surrender  was  on  the  9th  of  July  by 
Colonel  Gardner,  an  inferior  officer  of  the  O.  S.  Army,  in  command  of  a 
fortified  post  simply,  who  in  no  ordinary  sense  can  be  deemed  to  be  a 
"  commander  of  an  army  in  the  field,"  he,  in  fact,  being  at  that  time 
under  the  command  of  General  Johnston. 

And  it  was  further  claimed  that  upon  this  point  General  Banks  had 
himself  given  a  construction  as  to  what  was  meant  by  a  "commander 
of  an  army  in  the  field"  by  refusing  to  recognize  the  paroles  of  the 
colonel  commanding  at  New  Iberia,  who,  being  a  subordinate  of  Gen- 
eral Banks,  surrendered  to  General  Dick  Taylor,  commanding  Confed- 
erate forces,  and  negotiated  paroles  of  himself  and  men  without  the 
consent  of  his  immediate  superior.  General  Banks,  who  was  at  that 
time  farther  distant  with  the  remainder  of  his  army  from  New  Iberia, 
where  the  surrender  was  effected,  than  was  General  Johnston  from 
Port  Hudson  at  the  time  Colonel  Gardner,  the  commander  there, 
negotiated  the  surrender  of  that  fortified  place  with  General  Banks. 

There  might  be  other  cases  cited  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
but  these  claims  of  the  Confederate  commissioner  will  sufficiently  illus- 
trate the  importance  of  the  question,  and  the  necessity  of  agreeing,  in 
case  the  exchange  goes  on,  upon  some  principle  which  shall  obviate 
this  difficulty ;  and  therefore  the  definition  was  suggested  which  appears 
upon  the  points  discussed,  to  wit,  that  in  addition  to  the  general  mean- 
ing, it  ought  to  include  a  commander  of  a  besieging  force  and  the  com- 
mander of  the  fortified  place  besieged,  also  to  commanders  of  detached 
forces  acting  for  the  time  independently  of  headquarters,  either  by 
order  or  because  of  the  necessities  of  warlike  operations  where  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  captor  to  hold  and  bring  off  his  prisoners. 

And  it  was  further  suggested  that  to  cover  all  these  cases  of  diffi- 
culty, both  on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other,  as  to  the  time  General 
Orders,  No.  207,  should  take  effect,  that  it  should  be  held  to  take  effect 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  its  promulgation  for  the  order  to  have 
reached  the  commanding  officer  giving  the  paroles,  which  time  should 
be  judged  of  according  to  the  distance  from  Washington.  And  I  think 
upon  both  these  points  an  agreement  upon  the  basis  here  suggested 
may  be  arrived  at,  so  as  to  settle  without  further  debate  the  capitu- 
lation of  both  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  and  others  standing  in 
like  case.  In  order  to  prevent  any  temptation  for  the  capturing  party 
to  take  along  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  other  party  who  are  not 
able  to  be  moved  another  modification  of  General  Orders,  No.  207,  was 
suggested,  to  wit,  that  when  the  captured  party  is  disabled  so  that  his 
transportation  would  endanger  life  or  limb  then  his  own  parole  should 
be  respected  if  he  is  released. 

To  prevent  the  complications  which  now  arise  by  the  unauthorized, 
sporadic,  and  ill-judged  acts  of  some  officers  holding  commands  in  the 
rebel  forces  I  suggested  another  addition  to  the  cartel,  which  is  found 
as  the  last  point  of  discussion,  to  wit:  In  all  cases  of  condemnation  to 
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death,  imprisonment  to  liard  labor,  or  confinement  in  irons,  except 
ui)on  sentence  of  death,  of  any  person  in  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  either  belligerent,  before  execution  of  the  sentence  the  copy  of  the 
record  of  the  trial  and  conviction  shall  be  submitted  to  the  agent  of 
exchange  of  the  accused  party,  and  unless  a  communication  of  an  order 
of  retaliation  within  fifteen  days  thereafter  be  made  to  the  agent  of 
exchange  furnishing  the  record  no  retaliation  for  such  execution  or  for 
such  ijunishment  shall  be  claimed  or  executed  by  the  other  party. 

By  this  continual  necessity  for  retaliation  because  of  unauthorized 
acts  of  individual  officers  and  the  cruel  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war 
by  confinement  in  irons,  causelessly  or  without  hearing,  whicli  might 
call  for  retaliation  on  the  other  side,  can  be  prevented,  so  that  the  Con- 
federate authorities  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  can  both 
assume  the  responsibility  of  any  act  of  this  sort  before  it  is  committed, 
and  not  be  called  upon  after  the  act  is  done  to  either  assume,  disap- 
prove, or  retaliate  it. 

If  all  the  points  of  this  discussion  in  the  memoranda  could  be  fully 
settled,  and  the  piinciple  upon  which  paroles  should  be  allowed  on 
the  one  side  and  on  the  other  could  be  adjusted  and  faithfully  acted 
upon,  I  do  not  see  why  the  exchange  under  the  cartel  ought  not  to  go 
on.  The  cartel  was  a  very  hard  bargain  against  us,  but  still  it  is  our 
compact,  and  I  suppose  it  is  to  be  stood  by.  The  details  of  these  paroles, 
1  have  no  doubt,  can  all  be  perfectly  and  satisfactorily  settled  upon 
the  i^rinciple  I  have  suggested,  none  being  claimed  or  allowed  on  either 
side  except  where  officers  and  soldiers  of  known  and  recognized  military 
organizations  shall  have  been  captured,  i)rovided  always,  that  citizens 
may  be  ])aroled  and  exchanged  for  citizens.  This  question  of  paroles 
becomes  of  less  consequence  to  settle  in  detail,  because,  after  allowing 
all  the  paroles  of  the  Confederates  claimed  by  them  as  now  existing  on 
their  behalf,  and  allowing  the  10,0J0  paroles  at  Vicksburg  declared 
exchanged,  which  the  Confederate  commissioner  claims  he  had  a  right 
to  declare  exchanged  under  the  cartel  to  meet  an  equal  number  of 
l^risoners  actually  delivered  to  us  at  City  Point,  which  we  have  the 
right  to  declare  exchanged,  there  will  then  remain  a  balance  of  paroles 
in  favor  of  the  L'nited  States  of  some  25,000  men,  the  Confederate  com- 
missioner claiming  to  have  now  in  his  hands  only  10,000  paroles. 

I  wonld  suggest,  therefore,  that,  passing  the  first  questions  whicli  I 
now  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice,  that  I  have  authority  to  settle  and 
determine  all  these  questions  of  paroles  upon  the  basis  suggested  in  the 
"points  of  discussion"  and  in  this  note,  because  I  think  it  important 
to  get  these  questions  out  of  discussion  and  out  of  tlifllculty,  and  settled 
between  the  Confederate  authorities  and  the  United  States,  in  order 
that  the  only  question  which  shall  prevent  a  full  and  just  carrying  out 
of  the  cartel  shall  be  vei  y  important,  one  which  stands  at  the  head  of 
these  points  of  discussion,  because,  while  I  do  not  beheve  that  the  good 
sense  of  the  country,  the  justice  of  the  Government,  or  humanity  toward 
our  guttering  brother  soldiers  in  the  Conlederate  prisons  will  permit  us 
for  a  moment  to  break  ott'  the  cai  tel  upon  any  ditterence  arising  from 
either  of  these  (juestions  about  paroles,  number  and  details  of  paroled 
men,  Avhich  can  be  settled  upon  the  basis  adjusted  in  this  note,  yet  I 
do  believe  that  the  dignity  of  the  Government,  its  rights,  to  its  self- 
respect,  and  the  respect  of  other  nations,  require  us  to  hold  with  a 
hand  rigid  as  iron  the  ])oiiit  of  discussion  first  presented,  and  that  we 
shall  be  justified,  not  only  by  the  judgment  of  the  civilized  world,  but 
by  the  self-respect  of  our  Government,  and  by  the  consent  of  all  good 
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men,  and  even  by  those  of  our  sons  and  brothers  who  may  suffer  in 
prison  because  of  the  stand  we  take,  as  well  as  by  our  own  conscience, 
in  refusing  for  a  moment  to  permit  those  black  men  whom  we  have  made 
free,  uniformed,  and  armed,  and  put  in  our  service,  when  captured, 
from  being  treated  as  slaves. 

And  I  desire,  therefore,  that  this  point  of  difference  between  the 
United  States  Government  and  the  Confederate  authorities  shall  stand 
out  alone  as  full  justification,  if  not  yielded  by  them,  for  setting  aside 
the  cartel,  because  of  a  gross  violation  of  it  by  the  Confederate 
authorities. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  by  the  declaration  and  proclamation  of 
Jefferson  Davis  of  December  23, 1862,  all  officers  commanding  colored 
troops  were  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  Governors  of  States,  to  be 
punished  under  their  laws  for  inciting  negro  insurrections,  which  is  a 
paraphrase  for  punishment  by  ignominious  death,  and  that  the  colored 
soldiers  so  commanded  were  not  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  but 
were  to  be  turned  over  to  their  masters  to  hard  labor  as  slaves,  and 
that  this  was  substantially  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Davis'  message 
to  the  Confederate  Congress,  and  that  an  act  was  passed  substantially 
in  accordance  with  this  recommendation. 

Now,  while  it  may  be  conceded  as  a  usage  of  civilized  warfare  that 
prisoners  of  war  necessarily  supported  by  the  capturing  government 
may  be  employed  by  that  government  to  labor  upon  public  work,  yet  it 
has  never  been,  among  nations  making  professions  of  Christianity,  held 
that  captives  of  war,  either  by  land  or  sea,  could  be  made  slaves.  And 
it  will  also  be  remembered  that  the  United  States  Government  went  to 
war  with  Tripoli  and  other  Barbary  powers  in  1804  to  force  them  at  the 
cannon's  mouth  to  repudiate  this  doctrine.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
Confederate  commissioner,  however,  has  so  far  modified  his  claim  that 
officers  in  command  of  colored  troops  and  free  negroes,  although  both 
may  be  serving  iu  company  with  slaves  as  soldiers  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  are  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  so  that  the  ques- 
tion of  difference  between  us  now  is  not  one  of  color,  because  lb  is 
admitted  now  that  free  black  men  of  the  loyal  States  are  to  be  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war. 

But  the  claim  is  that  every  person  of  color  who  ever  was  a  slave  in 
any  of  the  eleven  Confederate  States  shall  not  be  treated  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  but  when  captured  are  to  be  deemed  to  be  slaves,  and  may  be 
turned  over  to  their  masters  as  such  by  the  Confederate  Government. 

Now,  as  the  United  States  Government  has,  by  the  proclamation  of 
the  President  and  by  the  law  of  Congress,  emancipated  all  slaves 
that  have  sought  refuge  within  the  lines  of  the  Union  Army,  and 
declared  that  they  shall  never  be  retuined  to  their  masters,  and  as  men 
heretofore  slaves,  when  duly  enrolled  in  tlie  U.  S.  Army,  must  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  within  the  Union  lines,  therefore  we  have  no  slaves  in 
our  army;  and  the  question  is,  whether  we  shall  permit  the  belligerents 
opposed  to  us  to  make  slaves  of  the  free  men  that  they  capture  in  our 
uniform  simply  because  of  their  color.  Because,  upon  no  ground  of 
national  law,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  can  it  be  claimed  for  a  moment 
that  to  any  slave  from  any  State,  when  found  within  our  lines,  any  right 
of  property  can  attach  in  behalf  of  his  former  master;  because,  treat- 
ing the  slave  as  property  only,  his  capture  by  us  from  a  belligerent 
would  give  the  captor  the  right  of  property,  the  "jms  dtsponendi,"  and 
we  have  exercised  that  right  of  disposition  by  making  him  free. 
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But  sappose  we  had  not  done  so.  His  recapture  on  land  by  the  Con- 
federate forces,  treating  them  as  representatives  of  a  Government,  would 
make  the  slave,  as  an  article  of  property,  the  property  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  captured  him,  and  would  by  no  reason  revert  the  title  in  the 
former  owner. 

To  use  an  illustration  which  has  occurred  to  my  mind :  Suppose  on  land 
we  capture  from  the  rebels  a  horse  belonging  to  A ;  that  horse,  disposed 
of  by  our  Government,  is  taken  into  its  own  service  and  is  afterward 
recaptured  by  the  Confederate  forces ;  would  there  be  any  doubt  that  the 
property  in  the  animal  would  have  been  diverted  from  the  original  owner, 
A,  by  the  first  capture  and  come  to  the  United  States,  and  then  been 
taken  from  the  United  States  and  given  to  the  Confederate  Government 
by  the  recapture? 

Further,  to  permit  this  would  be  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  some  of 
these  very  Confederate  States. 

Virginia  has  emancipated  her  slaves  by  provisions  which  no  one  can 
doubt  must  be  held  according  to  any  usage  to  be  operative  within  the 
lines  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  Many  slaves  are  thus  made  free  who  are  now 
in  our  army,  and  we  cannot,  of  course,  suffer  them  to  be  enslaved  by 
the  fact  of  capture  by  the  rebels. 

I  understand  this  right  to  thus  dispose  of  black  soldiers  in  arms  to 
be  made  a  sine  qua  non  by  the  Confederates,  and  therefore  I  take 
leave  to  suggest  that  I  may  be  instructed  to  settle  with  the  Confed- 
erate commissioner,  upon  further  conference  with  him,  all  points  of  dif- 
ference except  this,  and  to  declare  exchanged  numbers  equal  on  either 
side  heretofore  delivered  and  paroled,  so  that  this  point  may  be  left 
standing  out  sharply  alone,  and  in  regard  to  it,  to  insist  that  the  cartel 
applies,  as  it  does  apply,  to  these  colored  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  no 
further  exchange  can  go  on  by  the  delivery  of  prisoners  captured  until 
this  point  is  yielded,  with  the  purpose,  but  not  with  the  threat,  of  exact 
retaliation  in  exact  kind  and  measure  upon  their  men  of  the  treatment 
received  by  ours. 

Awaiting  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  9, 1864. 
Hon.  EOBERT  OULD,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  complaint  that  several  men  who  had  been 
declared  exchanged  by  an  agreement  of  May  8, 18G3,  are  now  in  con- 
finement at  Alton,  111.,  for  breaches  of  their  paroles,  from  which  they 
had  been  released  by  said  declaration  of  exchange,  the  Secretary  of 
War  directs  me  to  request  that  you  will  forward  the  names  of  any  men 
held  at  the  Alton  prison  or  elsewhere  under  the  circumstances  stated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  9, 1864. 
Col.  James  A.  Hardie,  Inspector-General  U.  8.  Army: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  inspection  report 
of  Gratiot  and  Myrtle  Street  Prisons,  Saint  Louis: 

Commanding  officer,  Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  provost-marshal-general 
Department  of  the  Missouri.  Colonel  Sanderson  does  not  give  the 
attention  he  ought  to  the  management  of  these  prisons. 

The  prison  fund  amounted  March  31  to  $3,500.93,  against  $5,355.08 
for  February  29,  a  decrease  of  $54.15  for  the  month. 

The  active  supervision  of  the  commanding  ofQcer  is  very  much 
required  in  the  management  of  this  fund.  I  think  his  attention  should 
be  particularly  called  to  the  subject.  No  books  are  kept  containing  an 
account  of  the  savings  as  required,  and  the  method  of  transacting 
the  business  connected  with  it  appears  unsatisfactory. 

Sutlers  for  each  prison  appointed  by  Colonel  Sanderson.  Sales 
restricted  to  legitimate  articles,  and  no  business  relations  exist  with 
officers.    No  list  of  prices  posted  up. 

Troops  on  guard  at  prisons,  daily  details  from  Seventh  and  Tenth 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry.  I  found  the  guard  quarters  dirty  and 
the  sentinels  inattentive  and  careless.  The  character  of  the  buildings 
as  prisons,  however,  assures  the  security  of  the  prisoners.  No  one  has 
escaped  from  the  building  since  February. 

The  health,  clothing,  food,  and  shelter  of  the  prisoners  is  satisfac- 
tory. The  economy  and  discipline  of  the  prison  should  be  improved. 
Gratiot  Street  Prison  should  be  kept  much  cleaner,  especially  the  sinks. 
The  hospital  I  found  well  managed.    Smallpox  gradually  disappearing. 

Number  confined  in  Gratiot  Street  Prison 515 

Number  confined  in  Myrtle  Street  Prison 169 

Number  confined  in  smallpox  prison 28 

Total 712 

JOHN  F.  MARSH, 
Lieut.  Col.  Twenty-fourth  Regt.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Inspector. 

[Indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Washington,  B.  C,  April  39, 1864. 
Copy  respectfully  famished  for  the  information  of  Colonel  Hoffman. 
Colonel  Sanderson  has  been  directed  to  apply  the  necessary  remedies 
to  secure  a  thorough  and  complete  cleansing  of  the  prisons  and  quarters 
in  question ;  to  give  his  personal  supervision  to  the  economy  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  prisons,  and  to  cause  books  to  be  procured  and  accurate 
accounts  of  the  savings  of  each  to  be  recorded. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector- General. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  9,  1864. 
Henry  J.  Levy,  Esq. : 

Sir:  You  have  been  selected  by  this  Department  and  are  hereby 
commissioned  to  make  a  full  examination  into  the  cases  of  all  prisoners 
not  connected  with  the  Confederate  Army  held  in  confinement  by  the 
military  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  any  mili- 
tary post  or  prison  in  the  department  of  General  Breckinridge. 

You  will  communicate  this  appointment  to  the  military  commander 
in  the  said  department  and  inquire  where  such  prisoners  are  to  be 
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foand,  and  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable  will  repair  to  the  respec- 
tive posts  or  prisons  and  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned.  You  are 
authorized  to  require  the  production  of  all  documentary  testimony  and 
military  orders  respecting  such  prisoners ;  may  examine  any  witness 
who  can  be  produced  for  or  against  them,  and  may  hear  any  statements 
which  the  prisoners  desire  or  are  willing  to  make.  You  are  authorized 
to  discharge,  either  absolutely  or  upon  such  oath  or  parole  as  you  may 
think  proper,  all  prisoners  against  whom  no  well-founded  suspicions 
for  having  violated  any  law  of  the  Confederate  States  may  exist,  or 
whose  longer  detention  you  may  think  not  demanded  by  the  public 
interest,  and  to  transfer  to  the  civil  authorities  of  the  State  or  Confed- 
eracy such  prisoners  as  you  may  think  answerable  to  their  jurisdiction. 
Orders  will  be  issued  to  General  Breckinridge  to  render  you  every 
facility  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  and  to  obey  your  instructions  in 
regard  to  the  prisoners  you  may  examine. 

A  full  report  of  your  proceedings  under  this  commission  and  your 
opinion  with  regard  to  each  prisoner  examined  will  be  made  by  you  as 
promptly  as  practicable. 

The  commanding  ofQcer  of  the  department  will  be  instructed  to 
advise  with  you  upon  any  questions  arising  in  his  jurisdiction  which 
may  require  the  aid  of  legal  counsel,  and  to  retain  you  to  appear  in 
behalf  of  the  department  in  any  judicial  investigations  in  which  he  may 
judge  it  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  Government  to  be  protected 
by  counsel. 

You  will  notify  the  Department  on  receipt  of  this  communication 
whether  you  will  accept  the  position  assigned  you  and  when  it  will  com- 
port with  your  convenience  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties. 

By  way  of  compensation  for  your  services  you  will  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  $  150  per  month,  to  be  paid  on  the  order  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  department  by  any  quartermaster  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  transportation  will  be  famished  you  for  all  necessary  traveling  by 
the  commandants  of  the  several  posts. 

The  rate  of  compensation  above  mentioned  is  not  designed  to  pre- 
clude your  right  to  demand  and  receive  additional  compensation  for 
services  in  court. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


EiOHMOND,  Va.,  April  9,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  E.  Lawton,  Quartermaster-Oeneral: 

General:  More  Federal  prisoners  will  be  sent  from  Virginia  to 
Andersonville.  They  will  leave  Danville  on  Wednesday  next  and  the 
days  following. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Office  Commissaey-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  10, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  Burbridge, 

Commanding  District  of  Kentucky,  Louisville,  ,Ky. : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  report  of  S.  E.  Jones, 
captain  and  provost-marshal,  in  reference  to  the  transferring  of  prisoners 
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of  war  infected  with  smallpox  from  Louisville  to  Rock  IslaTid,  forwarded 
by  you  on  the  22d  ultimo.  Captain  Jones'  report  is  very  full  and  covers 
the  case  very  satisfactorily.  It  shows  that  he  took  all  proper  precau- 
tions himself  to  guard  against  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  that  his 
subordinates  carried  out  his  instructions  as  thoroughly  as  was  practi- 
cable. But  he  violated  proper  courtesy  in  using  in  his  report  the  plirase 
"it  is  not  true  that"  &c.,  quoting  part  of  a  sentence  from  my  letter, 
when  if  he  had  given  the  whole  sentence  his  denial  would  not  have  been 
applicable.  I  stated  only  what  might  be  inferred  from  his  report  and 
not  what  actually  took  place.  His  explanations  sufiaciently  removed 
the  erroneous  impressions  for  which  his  first  report  gave  ample  room 
and  there  was  no  occasion  for  his  rude  contradiction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Oommissary-Genekal  op  Peisonehs, 

Washington,  B.  C,  April  10, 1864, 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson,  Commanding,  Bock  Island,  III. : 

If  you  have  not  sufficient  clothing  on  hand  to  furnish  prisoners  on 
leaving  the  smallpox  [hospital]  make  a  requisition  for  a  supply  at 
once.    Eeply. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 


Office  Commissaet-Gbneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  April  11, 1864. 

Federal  prisoners  received  at  City  Point,  Va. 


Sate. 

Nnmber  and  grade. 

lieduced 

to 
privates. 

Total. 

Dec.  28, 1863 

14 
238 
397 

649 

Mar.  8, 1864 

295 
208 
497 

104  non-commissioned  officers 

1,000 

Mar.  15, 1864 

260 
154 
332 

746 

Mar.  21, 1864 

378 
282 
767 

1,427 

Grand  total 

3,822 

KECAPITULATION. 

1.53  officers 947 

441  non-commiasioned  officers 882 

1,993  privates 1,993 

Total 3.822 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
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prisoners  of  war  and  state,  etc. 

Office  Commissajit- General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  April  11, 1864. 

Eebel  prisoners  delivered  at  City  Point,  Va. 


Date. 

Number  and  grade. 

Keduced 

to 
privates. 

Total. 

Dec.  28,  1863 

20 
158 
421 

3  officers                                                                     

599 

Jan    29  1864 

20 

4 

Mar.    6,  1864 

35G 
260 
670 

51  officers                        -.                         

1  286 

Mar.  10  1864          

322 
252 
471 

Mar.  15,  1864 

54 
292 

292  privates 

346 

Mar.  17,  1864. 

267 
208 
496 

496  privates 

10  officers 

961 

Mar.  18,  1864 

94 

Grand  total 

4,355 

EBCAPITULATIOJT. 

187  officers 1,073 

466  Don-commissioned  officers 932 

2,350  privates i 2,350 

Total 4,355 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Hon, 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va,,  April  11, 1864. 


W.  M.  Cocke,  Bristol,  Tenn. 


Sir:  Your  letter*  in  regard  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Turley,  held  as  a  prisoner 
by  the  enemy,  was  referred  to  Mr.  Ould,  agent  of  exchange,  who  reports 
that  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Yankee  citizens  rather  than  Union 
men  in  Tennessee  would  be  preferable.  If  the  latter  class  be  inter- 
rupted the  Federals  will  make  many  more  arrests  than  we  can  possibly 
do.  Besides,  in  this  case  Mr.  Turley  went  voluntarily  into  the  enemy's 
territory,  and  it  is  not  entirely  certain  that  the  Federals  did  not  have 
the  right  to  arrest  him,  he  being  an  alien  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Richmond,  April  11,  1864. 
General  Braxton  Bragg: 

General:  Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  indorsement  of 
General  Winder  upon  the  "report  of  inspection  of  prison  hospitals." 

*  See  Vol.  VI,  this  series,  p.  1108. 
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General  Winder's  attempt  to  prove  that  the  fearful  mortality  in  this 
hospital  during  the  past  four  or  five  months  was  entirely  independent  of 
the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  wards  is  deemed  hardly  sufficient  to 
overthrow  a  fundamental  and  heretofore  unquestioned  hygienic  law, 
the  persistent  violation  of  which  has  in  other  hospitals  invariably 
resulted  in  a  largely  increased  death  rate.  Other  causes  may  have 
contributed  to  the  sad  result  set  forth  in  the  "report,"  but  the  fact 
remaius  that  the  patients  in  the  prison  hospital  were  limited  to  half 
the  amount  of  atmospheric  air  required  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick 
and  prescribed  by  orders  for  the  management  of  hospitals.  The  gen- 
eral admits  that  the  foul  exhalations  in  the  camps  on  Belle  Isle  had 
much  to  do  with  the  severe  mortality  in  the  hospital,  but  refuses  to 
believe  that  the  vitiated  atmosphere  of  the  hospital  itself  was  at  all 
prejudicial  to  the  unfortunate  inmates.  The  condition  of  the  camps 
on  Belle  Isle  as  set  forth  in  the  "report  of  Surg.  G.  W.  Semple," 
transmitted  by  General  Winder,  was  disgusting  and  filthy  in  the 
extreme,  for  which  Surgeon  Semple  asserts  the  officer  in  charge  was 
not  responsible. 

The  reference  made  by  General  Winder  to  the  fact  that  the  ratio  of 
mortality  a  year  ago,  when  the  number  of  patients  was  comparatively 
small,  supposing  the  hospital  accommodation  then  equal  to  what  it  is 
now  (which, however, is  not  stated),  only  proves  that  other  grave  causes 
existed  at  that  time,  and  suggests  the  inquiry  why  they  were  not 
investigated  and  removed. 

The  statement  that  the  largely  increased  mortality  in  Tebruary,  1864, 
was  due  to  smallpox  cannot  be  received,  as  the  report  does  not  include 
deaths  at  the  smallpox  hospital. 

The  deficiency  of  soldiers  to  guard  a  larger  hospital  establishment 
may  be  a  valid  excuse  for  not  correcting  the  evils  referred  to  in  the 
report;  but  of  this  the  inspectors  cannot  judge.  I  would,  however, 
direct  your  attention  to  the  statement  made  by  the  medical  director  in 
the  accompanying  letter  addressed  to  General  Winder,*  that  he  was  led 
to  believe  by  the  Surgeon-General  that  the  refusal  of  proper  accommo- 
dations to  the  sick  Federal  prisoners  was  one  of  State  policy.  A  para- 
graph in  General  Winder's  indorsement  in  which  he  refers  to  the  con- 
dition of  our  own  sick  in  the  bands  of  the  enemy  would  seem  to  imply 
that  he  was  to  some  extent  influenced  by  a  similar  impression. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  G.  EICHAEDSON, 
Surgeon,  Provisional  Army,  G.  8. 

[IndorsemeQt.] 

April  13, 1864. 
Eeturned  with  report  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
The  explanations  are  not  satisfactory,  but  as  the  condition  of  affairs 
is  entirely  changed  by  the  removal  of  the  sick  prisoners  no  further 
action  seems  to  be  necessary. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

General. 


Houston,  April  11, 1864. 
Brigadier-General  BoGGS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  applications  to  leave  the  country  are 
frequently  made  to  me  by  the  families  of  men  from  this  district  who 
have  proven  disloyal  and  are  now  with  the  enemy.^ 

*See  March  23,  Vol.  VI,  this  series,  p.  1084. 
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I  beg  to  suggest  that  a  general  rule  in  regard,  to  this  class  of  pris- 
oners be  adopted,  and  with  this  view  I  would  recommend  that  I  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  order  the  families  of  all  men  who  have  taken 
sides  with  the  enemy  from  the  city  of  Austin  and  elsewhere  in  this 
district  and  are  now  out  of  the  country,  except  males  above  the  ages 
of  fifteen  years,  limiting  the  time  for  them  to  leave  to  sixty  days,  by 
way  of  Eagle  Pass. 

These  parties  can  be  furnished  an  escort  as  far  as  Eagle  Pass  to 
prevent  their  being  molested  and  to  see  that  they  are  safely  con- 
veyed to  that  place.  They  will  defray  their  own  expenses.  All  these 
people  are  living  post-ofBces  from  whom  they  receive  and  to  whom  they 
send  communications.  They  are  defiant  in  every  respect  and  should 
be  made  to  leave  the  country.  In  many  cases  their  husbands  and  rela- 
tives are  in  the  service  of  the  enemy  and  from  whom  they  are  receiving 
goods,  which  they  are  selling  tor  gold. 

J.  B.  MAGRUDER, 
Major- Oeneral,  Commanding.    • 


Camp  Sumteb,  Andersonville,  April  11, 1864. 
Maj.  J.  G.  MiCHAELOFFSKT,  Quartermaster  at  Macon,  Oa. : 

Sir  :  Captain  Armstrong  brings  me  the  information  that  a  train  load 
of  lumber  has  been  waiting  transportation  at  Gordon  for  the  last 
twelve  days.  The  great  want  and  emergency  for  this  lumber  at  this 
post  requires  it  of  me  to  ask  you  to  exercise  your  official  authority  in 
placing  it  here  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  The  instructions  for- 
warded to  post  quartermasters  in  relation  to  Government  transportation 
fully  warrant  your  taking  the  most  decided  and  prompt  action  in  this 
case.  The  very  great  emergency,  as  far  as  the  need  of  it  here  requires, 
safely  excuses  me  in  requiring  you  to  act  in  this  matter.  I  am  burying 
the  dead  without  coffins.  I  shall  rely  entirely  upon  you.  If  it  is  not 
here  in  a  reasonable  period  I  shall  be  compelled  to  report  the  matter  to 
the  authorities  at  Richmond. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

R.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


[Apeil  12, 1864. — For  reports  and  correspondence  relating  to  cap- 
ture of  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.,  and  treatment  of  prisoners,  other  than  that 
contained  in  this  volume,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII,  Parts  I  and  III. 
Also  Report  No.  65,  House  of  Representatives,  Thirty-eighth  Congress, 
first  session.] 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  12, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Sandusky,  Ohio : 
General:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  in  reference  to 
side-arras  belonging  to  rebel  officers  taken  at  Port  Hudson  I  beg  to 
say  that  all  such  arms  belonging  to  officers  who  were  transferred  to 
Point  Lookout  should  have  been  sent  with  them.  As  this  was  not 
done  I  respectfully  request  you  will  have  them  boxed  up  and  forward 
them  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Hinks,  commanding  at  Point  Lookout,  Md. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary  Oeneral  of  Prisoners. 
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Lieut.  Col.  Henry  0,  Davis  states  that  he  has  (in  notes  over  $5)  $425 
belonging  to  Federal  prisoners,  and  desires  to  know  if  it  must  be  dis- 
bursed at  the  discount. 

[Indorsement.] 

April  12, 1864. 
Returned  to  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Davis. 

The  parties  must  submit  to  the  deduction.  There  is  no  help  for  it. 
They  cannot  complain  if  they  are  treated  as  our  own  people.  Besides, 
according  to  the  theory  of  the  matter,  the  two-thirds  should  purchase 
as  much  as  the  whole  would  formerly. 

[RO.  OULD.] 

Houston,  April  12, 1864. 
Lieut.  H.  E.  Lockett,  Acting  Provost-Marshal: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you  that 
the  political  prisoners  in  confinement  are  to  be  moved  to-morrow. 

O.  M.  WATKINS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Houston,  April  13, 1864. 
Capt.  W.  Spalding  Good,  Anderson,  Tex.  : 

Take  negro  out  of  jail,  pay  fees,  use  him,  accounting  to  Labor 
Bureau.    Have  jail  ready  to-morrow. 
By  command,  &c. : 

O.  M.  WATKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqxjaetebs  Camp  Parole, 

J^ear  Annapolis,  Md.,  April  13, 1864. 
Ool.  "W.  HOFPMAN, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G.: 
Colonel:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state  that  this  morning  one 
Capt.  H.  S.  Howard  reported  at  these  headquarters  and  submitted  for  my 
action  Special  Orders,  No.  8,  Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 
and  Special  Orders,  No.  101,  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  copies  of  which  I  herewith  inclose.  In  obedience 
to  the  above-mentioned  Special  Orders,  No.  8, 1  delivered  to  Caj^tain 
Howard  ninety- five  paroled  prisoners  of  war,  taking  his  receipt  for 
them.  In  reply  to  my  inquiry  as  to  their  destination  Captain  Howard 
stated  that  they  were  to  be  exchanged  and  then  employed  in  secret 
service.  The  ninety-five  men,  without  exception,  went  with  Captain 
Howard  with  that  understanding  and  had  voluntarily  ofi'ered  to  go.  I 
herewith  forward  a  list*  of  their  names  and  shall  at  once  advise  their 
regimental  commanders  of  the  transfer. 

I  remain,  colonel,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ADRIAN  R.  ROOT, 
Colonel  Ninety-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Camp  Parole. 

*  Omitted. 
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[Inclosuro  No.  1.] 

Special  Orders,  )      Hqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 
No.  8.  ]  In  the  Field,  Gulp^er  C.  E.,  Va.,  April  8, 1864. 

The  following-named  enlisted  men  now  at  Parole  Camp,  Annapolis, 
are  hereby  detached  from  their  several  companies  and  ordered  to  report 
immediately  to  Major-Geueral  Butler,  commanding  Department  of  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina,  for  special  duty.*  Bach  man  will  be  fur- 
nished with  a  descriptive  list.  The  quartermaster's  department  will 
furnish  necessary  transijortation. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Speciax,  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  Carolina, 

No.  101.  I  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  11,  1864. 

I.  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  8,  Headquarters  Armies 
of  the  United  States,  Capt.  H.  S.  Howard  will  proceed,  to  the  Parole 
Camp,  Annapolis,  and  bring  the  men  in  that  order  to  these  headquarters. 
Quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

If  *  *  IF  #  *  • 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

HENRY  T.  SCHROEDER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  13,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  Will  you  jjlease  inform  me  in  what  manner  and  for  what  pur- 
pose is  Maj.  Waldo  P.  Gott'  [Nathan  Goff,  jr.]  held  as  a  prisoner  in 
Richmond,  Va.  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  13, 1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  Will  you  please  inform  me  in  what  manner  Capt.  Ralph  O.  Ives, 

Tenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  is  held  a  prisoner  by  your  authorities? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

"  Namea  omitted. 
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Alton,  III.,  April  13, 1864. 
Col.  James  A.  Habdie,  Inspector -General  U.  8.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  inspection  report 
of  Alton  military  prison,  111. : 

Commanding  officer,  Col.  William  Weer,  Tenth  Kansas  Volunteer 
Infantry.  Colonel  Weer  is  an  intelligent  but  very  intemperate  man. 
He  was  drunk  when  I  saw  him,  and  in  my  opinion  is  entirely  unfit  to 
hold  any  position  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States.  I  can- 
not too  strongly  urge  his  removal  from  the  command  of  this  post. 
Colonel  Weer  has  in  his  possession  $493.88  belonging  to  the  prison 
fund. 

Sutler  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Sales  restricted  to  legiti- 
mate articles,  and  no  business  relations  existing  with  officers.  No  list 
of  prices  posted  up.  No  pecuniary  transactions  discovered  between 
oflQcers  and  persons  furnishing  supplies  for  the  prison. 

Prison  and  hospital  fund  properly  accounted  for  by  Capt.  B.  C.  Ruth- 
erford, commissary  of  subsistence  and  treasurer  of  prison  fund.  Prison 
fund  March  31, 1864,  $10,276.33:  prison  hospital  fund  March  31, 1864, 
$952.54. 

Disbursing  and  supply  department,  Capt.  E.  C.  Rutherford,  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  reports,  March  31,  as  due  the  United  States, 
$19,159.38,  accounted  for  as  follows : 

Certificates  of  indebtedness $10,066.00 

Treasury  notes 40.63 

Paid  on  account  of  prison  since  January,  1863,  not  yet  allowed 9, 052. 75 

Total 19,159.38 

J.  H.  SIGNOE, 
JAeutenani  and  Acting  AssUtant  Quartermaster. 

Balance  due  the  United  States  March  31,  $13.04;  due  creditors  of  the 
United  States  and  remaining  unpaid  for  want  of  funds,  $490.65. 

Lieutenant  Signor  has  purchased  stores,  consisting  of  knives,  forks, 
tin  cups,  lumber,  butts  and  screws,  rope,  nails,  locks,  coal  oil,  and  cof- 
fins, without  authority,  to  the  amount  of  $107.77.  The  business  in  this 
department  appears  to  be  carefully  transacted;  contracts  and  pur- 
chases made  at  fair  rates;  quality  of  stores  good,  and  not  in  excess  of 
the  wants  of  the  post.  The  garrison  consists  of  the  Tenth  Kansas  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  The  men  are  quiet  and  orderly,  but  the  regiment  is 
deficient  in  discipline  and  efficiency.  The  guards  are  careless,  but  the 
prison  is  sufficiently  strong  and  secure  to  assure  the  comparative  safe- 
keeping of  its  inmates,  though  four  have  escaped  this  month  from 
within  its  walls.  The  health,  clothing,  and  food  of  the  prisoners  is 
entirely  satisfactory.  But  little  judgment  is  exhibited  in  the  construc- 
tion of  bunks.  The  discipline  of  the  prison  should  be  improved.  The 
yard  and  quarters  are  not  properly  policed.  The  cells  are  in  a  filthy 
condition ;  the  hospital,  though  badly  located,  is  clean  and  the  patients 
well  cared  for.  Smallpox  and  erysipelas  have  nearly  disappeared. 
The  garrison  can  be  reduced  25  per  cent. 

A  building  leased  at  $166.66  per  month  is  used  as  quarters  for  the 
officers  on  duty  with  their  regiment,  the  men  occupying  tents  at  con- 
siderable distance  away.  I  think  the  officers  should  remain  with  their 
commands  in  camp. 

Number  of  rebel  prisoners,  509;  Federal  prisoners,  142. 

JOHN  P.  MARSH, 
Lieut.  Col.  Twenty-fourth  Begt.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Inspector. 
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[Indorsement.] 

War  Departmen  r,  Washington  City,  April  29, 1864. 
Copy  respectfully  furnished  for  the  information  of  Oolouel  Hoffman. 
The  removal  of  Colonel  Weer  has  been  suggested  and  is  under  consid- 
eration. He  baa  been  directed  to  turn  over  to  (Jap tain  Eutherford 
$493.88,  amount  of  prison  fund  in  his  possession,  and  to  report  to  this 
Department  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  its  receipt. 
By  order: 

JAS.  A,  HAEDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector-General. 


Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Davis  asks  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  an 
amount  of  money  belonging  to  a  deceased  Federal  soldier. 

[Indorsement.] 

April  13, 1864. 

Returned  to  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Davis. 

If  the  money  is  forwarded  to  me  with  memorandum  of  the  wishes  of 
the  deceased  they  will  be  carried  out. 

[RO.  OULD.] 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  13, 1864. 
General  J.  H.  Winder,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  never  received  any  communications  with  regard  to 
U.  S.  surgeons'  deposits  of  money  that  have  not  been  answered.  I  sup- 
pose that  Mr.  Ould  refers  to  fifteen  surgeons  who,  in  November  last, 
refused  to  take  C.  S.  Treasury  notes  at  the  current  rates  for  the  bal- 
ances of  their  deposits,  though  the  deposits  had  been  exchanged  at 
their  request. 

In  every  sale  of  prisoners'  funds  the  highest  market  rates  have  been 
obtained  for  their  benefit.  No  sales,  scarcely,  have  been  made  since 
November,  1863,  until  within  the  last  two  weeks,  when  I  have,  under 
the  authority  of  Col.  A.  F.  Cone,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  been 
purchasing  "greenbacks"  on  account  of  the  Government  at  a  specified 
rate. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  MOEFIT, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

[Indorsement.] 

April  14,  1864. 

Returned  to  General  Winder. 

In  your  presence  I  gave  to  Captain  Morflt  a  list  of  moneys  belonging 
to  surgeons  who  went  off  months  since.  In  some  of  the  cases  not  one 
cent  of  the  money  (in  the  form  of  gold  and  greenbacks)  had  been  drawn 
by  the  parties  to  whom  it  belonged,  and  in  others  only  very  small  por- 
tions had  been  withdrawn.  In  my  presence  you  requested  Captain 
Morfit  to  make  a  report  upon  the  matter,  which  he  promised  to  do. 
Although  many  weeks  have  elapsed  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  of  the 
report.  I  would  like  to  know  what  diflSculty  there  is  in  the  return  of 
the  money  to  the  parties  (in  kind)  where  they  have  drawn  none  of  it, 
and  where,  of  course,  there  was  no  need  of  converting  it  into  Confeder- 
ate money.  Also,  what  difficulty  there  is  in  returning  balances  where 
some  of  it  was  used.    I  believe  it  has  never  been  denied  that  the 
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money  specified  in  the  list  was  taken  from  the  surgeons.  Major  Turner 
says  it  was,  and  I  believe  has  receipts  to  show  it.  It  is  entirely  certain 
thai  the  money  has  not  been  returned.  I  will  thank  General  Winder 
if  lie  will  cause  Captain  Morflt  to  show  the  history  and  present  condi- 
tion of  the  particular  sums  of  money  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  list. 

[RO.  OULD.] 


Special  Orders,  )        He adq darters  District  of  Texas, 

No.  104.  J  Houston,  April  13,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *  •  * 

II.  The  provost-marshal  will  turn  over  the  political  prisoners,  Bald- 
win, Peebles,  Zinke,  Zeeliger,  Hillebrand,  Gildart,  and  Kendall,  to 
Capt.  W.  G.  Webb,  who,  with  sufficient  detail,  will  escort  them  to 
Anderson,  Grimes  County,  and  confine  them  in  the  jail  prepared  by 
Capt.  W.  S.  Good.  He  will  guard  them  there  until  further  orders. 
Quartermaster  will  furnish  transportation  by  rail  and  stage. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder : 


EDMUND  P.  TURNER 


Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Mayor's  Office,  Portsmouth,  Va.,  April  14, 1864. 
Abr AHAU  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States : 

Sir:  I  have  been  induced  by  many  loyal  citizens  of  this  city  to  make 
the  following  request:  As  there  are  many  persons  now  confined  as 
prisoners  of  war  in  our  military  prisons  who,  if  permitted,  would  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  in  good  faith — many  citi- 
zens of  this  city  whose  families  are  destitute  are  now  confined,  and 
would,  if  permitted,  return  to  their  allegiance  and  families,  as  many  are 
personally  known  to  me — I  will,  if  permitted,  visit  the  different  military 
prisons  and  examine  persons  from  this  city,  and  all  citizens  of  this  city 
who  are  now  confined,  and  I  find  after  examination  I  can  vouch  for, 
I  will  recommend  their  release.  I  shall  not  recommend  the  release  of 
any  person  unless  I  am  satisfied  he  is  worthy,  and  I  will  be  responsible 
for  the  good  behavior  of  all  persons  released  at  my  request. 

I  would  ask  this  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  wives  and  children  of  the 
deluded  victims  of  secession,  and  hope  if  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest  you  will  grant  the  request. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  DANIEL  COLLINS, 

Mayor. 

[iDdoTsement.] 

Washington,  April  20, 1864. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  humane  purpose  of  this  application, 
but  its  acceptance  would  introduce  a  precedent  whose  practice  would 
be  productive  of  great  inconvenience  if  not  of  positive  evil.  It  would 
virtually  appoint  a  special  commissioner  to  visit  the  prisons  for  pur- 
poses rendered  unnecessary  by  the  fact  that  no  obstruction  whatever 
stands  in  the  way  of  the  prisoners  to  prevent  their  representing  their 
own  cases  by  letters  under  the  supervision  of  competent  officers  whose 
humanity  and  judgment  are  unimpeached. 

■^  E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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War  Department,  Washington  City,  April  14, 1864. 
Lient.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant, 

General-in-Chief  TI.  8.  Army,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Sir:  The  accompanying  report  of  Major-Geueral  Butler  in  respect 
to  his  regulations  with  Mr.  Ould,  touching  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
is  referred  to  you,  together  with  the  report  therein  of  Major-General 
Hitchcock,  commissioner  of  exchange.* 

You  will  please  give  to  Major-General  Butler  such  instructions  on  the 
subject  as  in  your  judgment  shall  be  proper. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  April  14, 1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  The  paper  submitted  by  Major-General  Butler  on  the  subject 
of  exchanges,  bearing  date  9th  instant,  presents  distinct  questions,  a 
decision  upon  which  must  naturally  be  made  in  the  following  order,  the 
first  being  that  referring  to  colored  troops  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  who  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

It  would  appear  that  the  enemy  claims,  through  their  agent,  Mr.  Ould, 
that  colored  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  who  have  been 
slaves  in  any  of  the  States  claimed  as  belonging  to  the  so-called  Southern 
Confederacy  when  taken  prisoners  by  the  rebel  army  shall  be  returned 
to  slavery  by  the  rebel  authorities,  and  this  appears  to  biB  stated  by  Mr. 
Ould  as  a  sine  qua  non. 

This  claim  presents  a  question  of  such  magnitude  as  will  doubtless 
call  for  the  consideration  of  the  highest  authority  in  order  to  a  decision 
upon  it,  and  is  of  such  a  nature  that  an  opinion  in  relation  to  it  by  the 
undersigned  might  be  altogether  out  of  place,  and  he  therefore  refrains 
from  expressing  any. 

If  the  claim  above  stated  shall  be  formally  denied  by  the  Government 
it  would  seem  to  cut  off  all  further  intercourse  between  the  belligerents 
on  the  subject  of  exchanges,  and  it  would  then  be  unnecessary  to  enter- 
tain or  discuss  the  remaining  points  in  General  Butler's  communication. 
On  the  bare  possibility,  however,  that  some  other  course  may  be  decided 
upon  than  that  of  formally  refusing  to  entertain  Mr.  Ould's  demand, 
such  as  holding  that  demand  in  abeyance  for  future  adjustment,  I  have 
to  remark  upon  some  of  the  other  pretensions  and  claims  set  up  by  Mr. 
Ould,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  entirely  unfounded. 

Mr.  Ould  is  manifestly  laboring  under  an  error  in  all  that  he  says  with 
regard  to  the  validity  of  the  paroles  given  by  the  rebel  troops  received 
by  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg  under  terms  of  capitulation  agreed  upon 
between  himself  and  Lieutenant- General  Pemberton.  The  usages  of 
war  on  the  subject  of  a  surrender  upon  terms  of  capitulation  decide 
this  point  against  Mr.  Ould  without  leaving  any  question  whatever  for 
debate,  and  the  whole  of  the  prisoners  released,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  capitulation  agreed  upon  between  the  two  generals  before  the 
surrender  of  Vicksburg,  became  prisoners  of  war  on  parole,  according 
to  the  laws  of  war. 

In  like  manner,  when  Port  Hudson  was  unconditionally  surrendered 
to  General  Banks  the  whole  military  force  of  the  enemy  became  uncon- 
ditionally prisoners  of  war.    They  were  reduced  to  "  actual  possession" 

*  See  Butler  to  Stanton,  April  9,  p.  29,  and  Hitchcock  to  Stanton,  next  pout. 
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by  General  Banks,  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  send  the  whole  body 
beyond  what  the  rebels  claim  as  their  territory.  He  sent  the  officers 
of  the  command  to  the  North,  excepting  perhaps  a  few  retained  in  his 
possession  for  special  reasons.  The  non-commissioned  officers  and 
I)rivates  captured  at  Port  Hudson,  together  with  some  others  captured 
at  other  points,  all  of  whom  were  in  the  actual  possession  of  General 
Banks,  were  released  on  parole  at  Mobile  upon  an  agreement  with  the 
rebel  commander,  not  subject  to  an  arbitrary  interpretation  of  General 
Orders,  No.  207,  series  1863,  as  Mr.  Ould  supposes,  but  in  accordance 
with  a  distinct  authority  contained  in  the  cartel,  which  provides  that 
when  either  of  the  two  places  named  as  points  of  delivery  for  prisoners 
of  war,  to  wit,  City  Point  and  Vicksburg,  shall  become  unavailable  for 
such  delivery,  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  war,  other  points  of  delivery 
may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  opposing  generals. 

I  am  of  the  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  Government  cannot  concede 
that  there  is  any  question  for  debate  with  regard  to  the  prisoners 
above  named,  to  wit,  those  paroled  by  Generals  Grant  and  Banks,  but 
must  insist  upon  the  validity  of  the  paroles  referred  to. 

With  regard  to  General  Orders,  No.  207, 1863, 1  have  to  observe  that 
this  order  was  issued  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  cartel  and  the 
laws  of  war,  as  the  first  paragraph  of  the  order  will  show,  and  was  not 
designed,  and  neither  would  it  have  had  any  power,  to  annul  or  abro- 
gate either  had  it  been  designed  for  such  a  purpose.  The  principle  is 
plain  that  between  belligerents  the  laws  of  war  are  first  in  authority 
prior  to  the  existence  of  any  cartel  and  can  only  be  modified  by  a  car- 
tel, and  then  only  by  its  specific  agreements,  and  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  any  general  to  supersede  these  principles.  In  point  of  fact  the 
order  (No.  207)  proposes  nothing  of  the  kind.  One  of  the  principal 
objects  for  which  this  order  was  issued  was  to  correct  a  gross  departure 
fi'om  the  laws  of  war  which  had  occurred  at  the  capture  of  Harper's 
Ferry  by  the  enemy  in  1862.  On  that  occasion  the  entire  garrison  of 
some  12,000  or  15,000  officers  and  men  was,  in  great  haste  and  without 
any  proper  form,  declared  to  be  on  parole  when  the  enemy  was  not  in 
a  condition  to  secure  them ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  we  gave  the 
enemy  the  full  benefit  of  those  paroles,  duly  giving  in  exchange  for 
them  man  for  man  and  officer  for  officer,  not  because  the  enemy  had 
any  just  claim  for  such  an  exchange  according  to  the  laws  of  war,  but 
because  in  the  early  part  of  this  rebellion  some  irregular  practices  had 
been  introduced  which  made  it  proper  to  issue  the  order  (No.  207)  as 
matter  of  instruction  to  our  own  troops.  But  in  no  view  of  this  order 
does  it  apply  to  the  rebel  troops  received  by  General  Grant  as  prison- 
ers of  war  and  placed  on  parole  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
capitulation  at  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  nor  to  the  prisoners  received 
by  General  Banks  at  the  unconditional  surrender  of  Port  Hudson. 

With  respect  to  the  prisoners  above  referred  to,  I  emphatically 
recommend  that  the  claim  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  them  be 
fully  insisted  upon  without  qualification. 

I  perceive  at  page  18  of  General  Butler's  communication  a  reference 
to  "10,000  paroles  at  Vicksburg  declared  exchanged,  which  the  Con- 
federate commissioner  claims  he  had  a  right  to  declare  exchanged 
under  the  cartel  to  meet  an  equal  number  of  prisoners  actually  deliv- 
ered to  us  at  City  Point,  which  we  have  a  right  to  declare  exchanged." 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  to  which  of  several  separate  declarations 
made  by  Mr.  Ould  in  reference  to  the  Vicksburg  prisoners  this  lan- 
guage refers,  because  in  neither  of  them  is  there  any  specific  number 
set  forth.    His  first  declaration,  made  September  12, 1863,  covers  29,433 
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men.  His  subsequent  declarations,  made  at  different  periods,  included, 
as  it  is  believed,  the  whole  of  the  Vicksburg  prisoners  known  by  Mr. 
Ould  to  have  been  surrendered  to  General  Grant  by  General  Pember- 
ton.  I  make  this  remark  with  no  disposition  to  revive  a  past  contro- 
versy, but  inasmuch  as  the  allusion  in  General  Butler's  communication 
to  a  certain  "10,000  paroles  "is  calculated  to  leave  the  impression  that 
Mr.  Ould  has  declared  exchanged  only  10,000  of  the  Vicksburg  prison- 
ers, it  is  necessary  and  proper  to  state  that  Mr.  Quid's  first  step  with 
regard  to  those  prisoners  was  to  give  a  notice  to  General  Meredith, 
then  our  agent  of  exchange  at  City  Point,  that  on  the  next  day  (after 
the  date  of  that  notice)  he  would  declare  exchanged  a  portion  of  the 
Vicksburg  prisoners,  referring  to  them  by  corps,  divisions,  &c.,  without 
specifying  any  definite  number.  His  declared  purpose  was  executed 
September  12, 1863,  as  above  stated.  This  declaration  was  made  by 
Mr.  Ould  without  any  conference  or  agreement  with  our  agent.  General 
Meredith,  who  immediately  protested  against  it  and  called  upon  Mr. 
Ould  for  specifications,  but  instead  of  making  any  satisfactory  expla- 
nation in  the  course  of  the  controversy  that  ensued  Mr.  Ould  informed 
General  Meredith  by  letter  that  he  did  not  know  how  many  were 
included  in  his  declaration,  not  having  received  any  rolls  from  Vicks- 
burg, by  which  it  became  apparent  that  he  had  been  guided  simply  by 
knowledge  acquired  from  rumor  rather  than  from  official  reports  that 
certain  corps  and  commanders  were  among  the  prisoners,  thus  giving 
us  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  that  his  design  was  to  liberate  from 
parole  all  of  the  Vicksburg  prisoners,  and  this  became  more  apparent 
from  the  tenor  of  his  subsequent  declarations,  apparently  made  to 
sweep  in  such  of  the  remaining  prisoners  as  were  not  included  in  his 
first  declaration,  he  alleging  that  he  held  valid  paroles  against  us  more 
than  sufficient  to  justify  his  declarations,  meaning  without  doubt  to 
refer  to  captures  made  by  guerrilla  parties  in  Kentucky,  Mississippi, 
Tennessee,  &c.,  in  addition  to  some  few  captures  which  would  have 
been  recognized  by  us  made  by  Generals  Lee  and  Bragg  and  perhaps 
some  others. 

I  have  just  stated  that  his  first  declaration  of  exchange  touching  the 
Vicksburg  prisoners  covered  over  29,000  men — to  wit,  29,433,  nearly 
three  times  10,000  men.  This  was  ascertained  from  the  official  reports 
of  General  Grant,  who  furnished  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  the  exact  lists  of  the  prisoners  paroled  by  him  at 
Vicksburg. 

In  addition  to  the  complications  made  by  these  irregular  proceedings 
Mr.  Ould  published  a  letter,  or  a  letter  purporting  to  come  from  him 
was  published  in  the  Bichmond  papers,  by  which  he  assumed  to  release 
from  the  obligations  of  their  parole  all  of  the  rebel  prisoners  of  war 
discharged  on  parole  by  General  Banks  at  Mobile,  but  this  letter  has 
never  been  communicated  by  Mr.  Ould  to  our  agent,  so  far  as  I  have 
ever  heard. 

These  Port  Hudson  prisoners  were,  however,  included  by  Mr.  Ould 
in  a  subsequent  declaration  of  exchange  made,  like  the  first,  without 
any  conference  or  agreement  with  our  agent,  making  in  all  thus  inform- 
ally declared  exchanged,  as  determined  from  Colonel  Hoffman's  official 
records,  43,160  officers  and  men  reduced  to  privates,  without  including 
an  unknown  number  recently  declared  exchanged  by  Mr.  Ould,  who 
defines  them  as  Vicksburg  prisoners  who  had  reported  themselves  at  a 
certain  place  in  Mississippi  called  Enterprise,  prior  to  a  certain  date,  a 
declaration  so  vague  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  arriving  at  any 
results  as  to  number. 
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All  of  these  men,  as  a  m  atter  of  course,  have  been  ordered  into  the  rebel 
ranks  to  fight  Federal  patriots  again,  without,  as  I  believe,  any  defensi- 
ble ground  to  cover  more  than  about  23,000,  leaving  us  still  a  good  and 
valid  claim  to  about  20,000  men;  more,  it  is  believed,  than  all  of  the 
Federal  prisoners  the  rebels  now  hold  in  Southern  prisons.  To  aggra- 
vate this  matter  the  principal  portion  of  the  men  thus  released  from 
parole  were  declared  to  be  exchanged  just  prior  to  the  battle  of  Ohick- 
amauga,  and  some  of  whom  at  all  events  were  actually  recaptured  at 
the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  soon  after  that  of  Ohickamauga,  and  are 
now  held  by  us  as  prisoners  of  war. 

If  now  Mr.  Ould  in  his  recent  interview  with  General  Butler  means 
to  intimate  a  claim  touching  but  10,000  of  the  Vicksburg  prisoners  as 
having  been  properly  discharged  from  parole,  and  is  williug  to  give  us 
a  credit  for  the  balance  of  the  Vicksbnrg  prisoners,  and  a  credit  also 
for  the  prisoners  delivered  by  General  Banks  at  Mobile,  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  make  an  adjustment  of  the  respective  claims  on  both 
sides  according  to  the  laws  of  war  and  the  cartel.  If  he  is  unwilling 
to  do  this  I  do  not  readily  perceive  how  any  just  settlement  can  be 
made,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  authorize  a  settlement 
with  Mr.  Ould  without  insisting  upon  our  claims,  unless  the  Govern- 
ment shall  decide  to  abandon  the  hope  of  a  just  settlement,  and  thus 
recognize  in  Mr.  Ould  a  right  to  declare  exchanges  without  being 
restrained  by  the  usages  and  laws  which  ought  to  govern  a  system  of 
exchanges  between  belligerents.  I  feel  constrained  totidd  that  while  Mr, 
Ould  is  the  recognized  agent  of  exchange  on  the  other  side  we  cannot 
hope  for  a  due  regard  to  military  principles  in  this  business  so  far  as  it 
depends  upon  him.  I  therefore  recommend  that  while  he  remains  the 
agent  of  exchange  on  the  other  side  the  system  of  exchanges  under 
the  cartel  be  not  resumed,  but  that  General  Butler  be  instructed  to 
make  such  exchanges  as  may  be  in  his  power,  under  the  orders  by 
which  he  has  been  acting,  which  authorize  him  to  exchange  man  for 
man  and  officer  for  officer  according  to  grade. 

I  hold  it  to  be  unnecessary,  and  indeed  to  some  extent  improper,,to 
bring  into  discussion  with  Mr.  Ould,  specifically,  any  general  order 
published  by  a  Federal  officer  having  no  authority  to  settle  questions 
of  the  laws  of  war  as  between  belligerents,  but  that  whatever  points 
of  discussion  may  come  up  between  the  agents  on  the  two  sides  should 
be  handled  independently,  and  should  be  decided  by  a  reference  to 
general  principles,  to  which  both  parties  have  a  common  right  to 
appeal,  to  wit,  by  a  reference  to  the  laws  of  war  and  to  the  cartel,  so 
far  as  it  is  applicable  and  operative.  Where  any  decision  between  the 
agents  on  a  disputed  point  may  seem  to  introduce  a  new  mode  of  action 
or  shall  point  to  prospective  results  our  agents  should  be  directed,  as 
it  appears  to  me,  to  communicate  with  the  War  Department  for 
instructions. 

The  question  has  been  asked  from  the  other  side,  particularly  in  view 
of  Order  No.  207, 1863,  whether  we  are  not  willing  to  abide  by  it.  If 
this  were  a  pertinent  question  and  from  a  proper  source  the  answer 
would  undoubtedly  be  in  the  affirmative.  We  are  perfectly  willing  to  be 
governed  by  that  order,  and  would  be  glad  if  our  enemies  were  also. 
But  this  question  did  not  arise  or  was  not  based  upon  a  consideration 
of  the  order  itself,  which  is  right  and  proper,  but  it  stands  upon  a  very 
strained  misapplication  of  it  to  the  condition  of  the  Vicksburg  and 
Port  Hudson  prisoners,  having  in  fact  no  application  either  in  letter  or 
spirit  to  those  prisoners.  Mr.  Ould  places  an  erroneous  interpretation 
upon  that  order,  and  then  asks  whether  we  are  not  willing  to  be 
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governed  by  the  order,  expecting  by  the  affirmative  answer  which  he 
hopes  to  draw  from  iis  to  force  upon  us  the  acceptance  of  his  interpre- 
tation, as  if  it  were  a  part  of  the  order  itself,  when  we  do  not  admit 
the  propriety  of  his  interpretation  at  all,  and  it  is  plain  that  a  difference 
of  opinion  of  this  character  can  only  be  adjusted  by  the  common  laws 
of  war  as  above  stated.  I  therefore  reiterate  the  opinion  that  the 
orders  of  our  Federal  generals  are  not  in  themselves  proper  subjects 
of  discussion  between  the  agents  on  the  two  sides,  while  all  practices 
of  armies  in  the  field  may  become  according  to  circumstances  proper 
subjects  for  discussion,  but  all  such  questions  should  be  decided  upon 
common  principles  recognized  by  belligerents  and  not  by  a  reference  to 
mere  orders  issued  by  the  generals  of  either  party.  With  a  view  to 
facilitate  measures  for  the  release  of  prisoners  of  war  held  in  Southern 
prisons  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  everything  but  principles  of 
importance  should  be  conceded  that  may  gratify  the  rebel  agent  of 
exchange,  and  I  recommend  that  our  agent  be  authorized  to  decide 
upon  all  questions  on  points  of  mere  convenience,  such  as  determining 
places  for  the  delivery  of  prisoners,  &c.,  but  that  where  principles  are 
concerned  a  reference  of  all  questions  arising  between  the  parties 
should  be  made  to  the  War  Department  before  being  acted  upon. 

With  respect  to  prisoners  irregularly  paroled  by  General  Stoneman 
and  by  others  about  and  since  that  time,  the  prisoners  have  not  been 
received  upon  the  rolls  of  Colonel  Hoffman,  and  they  have  not  been 
considered  as  on  parole,  and  neither  Colonel  Hoffman  nor  myself  know 
of  any  captures  of  that  class  by  General  Kilpatrick  or  others.  This 
results  from  our  adherence  to  the  principles  set  out  in  Order  No.  207, 
to  which  reference  has  been  made  above. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  say  that  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  Major- 
General  Butler  is  likely  to  be  so  fully  informed  of  the  state  of 
exchanges  in  the  past,  or  since  the  interruption,  as  might  be  desirable 
in  his  intercourse  with  so  ingenuous  a  diplomatist  as  Mr.  Ould,  and  I 
would  suggest  that  Colonel  Hoffman  has  full  and  complete  records, 
enabling  him  to  give  satisfactory  answers  to  any  legitimate  question 
in  relation  to  his  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


[April  14, 1864. — For  Butler  to  Grant,  transmitting  correspondence 
between  Peck  and  Pickett  relative  to  the  execution  of  certain  prisoners 
belonging  to  the  Second  North  Carolina  Begiment  (Union),  see  Series 
I,  Vol.  XXXIII,  pp.  865-870.] 


War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  April  14, 1864. 
Major-General  Butler,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Your  report  respecting  negotiations  with  Commissioner  Ould  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  has  been  referred  to  me  for  my  orders. 
CTntU  examined  by  me,  and  my  orders  thereon  are  received  by  you' 
decline  all  further  negotiations.  ' 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 
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Hbadqtjaetees  U.  S.  Forces, 
Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  April  14, 186i. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  report  of  Surgeon 
Longwell  as  to  the  condition  of  Prison  No.  3  at  this  post.  From  this 
rejiort  and  from  my  own  knowledge  I  have  no  doubt  about  the  absolute 
necessity  of  the  immediate  removal  of  this  prison.  The  entire  eastern 
portion  of  the  camp  in  warm  weather  is  rendered  almost  uninhabitable 
by  the  stench  from  the  ditch  that  carries  off  the  filth  of  this  prison. 
It  runs  the  whole  length  of  that  part  of  the  camp  between  the  quarters 
of  the  officers  and  the  men,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  it  can- 
not be  changed  to  any  other  direction. 

This  prison  should  be  removed  and  reconstructed  adjoining  Prisons 
Nos.  1  and  2,  where  the  ground  will  permit  much  more  perfect  drainage 
and  will  not  annoy  the  camp  by  flowing  out  of  filth,  and  the  whole  can 
be  guarded  by  half  the  number  of  men  now  required.  The  expense  of 
this  removal  will  be  trifling.  I  hope  you  will  give  this  matter  immediate 
attention. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  RICHAEDSON, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Northern  Department, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  19, 1864. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  Colonel  Hoffman. 

I  have  written  two  letters  to  the  Quartermaster-General  at  Wash- 
ington, one  February  2,  and  the  other  March  21, 1864,  asking  a  decision 
on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  this  camp  to  a  place  near  by,  selected 
with  care,  and  for  which  estimates  have  been  made.  To  these  letters 
I  have  no  reply.  I  think  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  move  this 
camp  at  once  as  its  location  is  the  worst  possible. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  April  30, 1864. 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  objectionable  character  of  the  location  of  Camp  Chase  and  the 
greater  objection  to  the  position  of  Prison  No.  3  have  several  times 
been  presented  by  Governor  Tod,  the  Quartermaster-General,  Major- 
General  Heintzelman,  General  Mason,  and  Colonel  Swords,  assistant 
quartermaster-general,  and  there  seems  now  to  be  an  imperative  neces- 
sity in  order  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  Federal  troops  that  Prison 
No.  3  should  be  removed. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  May  a,  1864. 
Approved, 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBT, 
Brigadier- General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Inclosnre.] 

Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  April  u,  1864. 
Col.  W.  P.  RiCHABDSON,  Commanding  Post  : 

I  have  in  compliance  with  your  order  made  a  careful  examination  of 
Prison  No.  3,  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the 
following  report: 

I  find  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  quarters,  streets,  and  alleys  good, 
but  the  sinks,  situated  a  few  feet  north  of  the  quarters,  I  find  in  a 
decidedly  pernicious  condition.  They  are  all  full,  or  nearly  so,  with 
one  exception.  This  one  would  accommodate  the  present  number  of 
men  two  or  three  months.  There  is  room  for  no  more  sinks  within  the 
inclosure.  There  is  a  large  ditch  running  the  entire  length  of  the 
prison  and  within  a  few  feet  of  one  line  of  quarters,  which  is  partially 
filled  by  the  fluid  contents  of  the  sinks  permeating  the  soil  and  settling 
therein.  And  at  present,  owing  t;0  the  recent  rains,  the  sinks  are  to 
some  extent  overflowing  and  the  contents  passing  into  the  ditch.  This 
offensive  matter  cannot  be  disposed  of  except  by  conducting  it  through 
a  ditch  running  between  and  parallel  with  the  officers'  and  company 
quarters  the  entire  length  of  the  east  half  of  the  camp.  The  result  of 
which  is  too  palpable  to  require  comment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  LONGWBLL, 
Highty-eighth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Post  Surgeon. 


Saint  Lottis,  Mo.,  April  14, 1864. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  J).  C: 
A  large  number  of  paroled  prisoners  at  Benton  Barracks  have  refused 
to  obey  the  order  of  the  post  commander  to  perform  ordinary  fatigue 
duty  in  the  post  quartermaster's  department,  alleging  that  obedience  to 
the  order  would  violate  the  terms  of  their  parole.  Please  inform  me  if 
it  is  a  violation  of  the  cartel  under  the  circumstances. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Major- General. 

Headquartees  Military  District  of  Florida, 

Camp  Milton,  April  14,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  M.  Gardner,  Commanding  Sub-District  No.  1  : 

General:  The  list  of  Federal  prisoners  at  Tallahassee,  with  your 
suggestions,  has  been  submitted  to  the  major-general  commanding,  who 
desires  me  to  say  that  he  fully  appreciates  the  force  of  your  suggestions 
on  the  question  of  subsistence,  &c.,  but  does  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
send  these  men  by  way  of  Jacksonville,  even  if  he  had  authority  to  do 
so,  which  he  has  not.  He  directs  that  as  fast  as  these  prisoners  are  in 
condition  to  bear  removal  without  injury  you  send  them  to  the  depot 
for  such  prisoners  at  Andersonville  or  such  other  point  in  the  interior 
as  you  may  think  advisable. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  BARTH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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War  Department,  Washington  City,  April  15, 1864. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  8tL  instant,  informing 
this  Department  that  Lieutenant-Commander  Williams  and  Ensign 
Porter  have  been  released  from  irons,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  state  that  the  matter  has  been  referred  to  Major-General 
Butler,  commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe,  with  directions  to  suspend  all 
retaliatory  measures. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  15, 1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  General-in-Chief: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  statement, 
signed  by  Colonel  Hofi'man,  which  was  directed  to  be  prepared  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  your  presence  last  evening,  and  beg  leave  to 
explain  that  the  last  formal  declaration  of  exchange  of  prisoners,  which 
was  agreed  to  by  both  of  the  agents,  was  dated  June  8, 1863,  and  was 
published  in  General  Orders,  No.  167. 

At  that  time  Colonel  Ludlow  was  our  agent  of  exchange,  and  the 
declaration  left  us  indebted  to  the  rebels,  officers  and  men  reduced  to 
privates  by  rates  agreed  upon  in  the  cartel,  12,794  men. 

Since  the  date  of  that  declaration  the  rebels  have  delivered  to  us 
18,485  men,  making  our  total  indebtedness  31,279.  Since  the  declara- 
tion referred  to,  and  soon  after  it,  the  tables  were  turned  by  the  capture 
of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  which  brought  the  rebels  largely 
indebted  to  us ;  in  addition  to  which  there  had  been  delivered  rebel 
prisoners  by  us,  up  to  July  25, 1863,  8,359  men.  And  after  that  date, 
7,191,  which,  added  to  the  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  prisoners, 
makes  a  total  of  65,182. 

Some  time  in  July,  1863,  Mr.  Ould,  without  any  conference  or  agree- 
ment with  our  agent.  Colonel  Ludlow,  announced  a  declaration  of 
exchange  in  favor  of  Lieuten  ant-General  Pemberton  and  a  few  other 
officials  of  high  rank,  which  Colonel  Ludlow  protested  against  and 
refused  to  recognize  because  it  was  contrary  to  usage,  and  because  we 
had  no  rebel  officers  of  equivalent  grades  in  our  hands  to  be  exchanged 
for  them,  and  it  was  supposed  that  Mr.  Ould  acquiesced  in  the  protest, 
but  he  subsequently  reaffirmed  this  declaration.  Colonel  Ludlow  was 
relieved  from  duty  as  agent  of  exchange,  and  was  succeeded  by  General 
Meredith.  Not  long  after  Mr.  Ould  renewed  his  mode  of  action,  with- 
out any  conference  or  agreement  with  General  Meredith,  and  made  an 
arbitrary  declaration  of  exchange  in  favor  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  Vicksburg  prisoners,  without  stating  any  definite  number,  but 
defining  them  by  certain  commanders  and  corps,  which  we  ascertained 
included  a  large  excess  over  the  number  of  Federal  troops  who  had 
been  captured  by  the  rebels,  had  been  returned  to  us,  and  were  on 
parole  waiting  to  be  exchanged. 

Notwithstanding  the  irregularity  of  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Ould,  his  conduct  left  us  no  alternative  but  to  make  a  declaration 
of  exchange  in  favor  of  a  portion  of  the  Federal  paroled  prisoners  in 
our  hands,  and  a  declaration  was  made  extending  to  23,056.  We  were 
then  in  hopes  that  irregular  declarations  would  not  be  repeated  by  Mr. 
Ould,  but  we  were  disappointed.    He  made  several  declarations  of 
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exchange,  extending  to  rebel  prisoners  on  parole  in  the  South,  all  of 
them  without  conference  or  agreement  with  our  agent.  As  I  consid- 
ered this  proceeding  entirely  without  warrant  from  the  cartel,  and 
wholly  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  war,  I  advised,  as  the  commis- 
sioner of  exchange,  that  we  should  not  follow  Mr.  Quid's  example;  and 
though  greatly  to  our  disadvantage,  in  the  hope  of  a  return  to  former 
principles,  no  declaration  was  made  by  us,  except  the  first  and  only 
one  made  by  General  Meredith  while  he  remained  the  agent  of 
exchange,  so  that  when  he  was  relieved  we  had  a  good  and  valid  claim 
against  the  rebels  for  a  large  number  of  men,  I  feel  very  sure,  amount- 
ing to  over  20,000;  stated  by  Colonel  Hofl'man,  from  his  official  papers, 
at  23,213  {vide  page  2,  statement). 

Independently  of  this  claim,  we  have  another  arising  from  the  differ- 
ence between  19,814  rebel  troops  on  parole  and  8,223  Federal  troops  on 
parole,  being  a  claim  to  11,591  (vide  page  2,  statement),  which  number, 
in  fact,  should  be  added  to  the  23,213  to  show  the  total  indebtedness  of 
the  rebels  to  us. 

In  a  recently  written  letter  from  Mr.  Ould  addressed  to  myself, 
dated  Kichmoud,  Va.,  January  27,  1864,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of 
General  Butler,  but  which  was  never  communicated  to  me,  though 
acted  upon  by  General  B.  without  my  knowledge,  Mr.  Ould  assumes  to 
dismiss  this  whole  matter  in  a  single  sentence,  as  if  all  his  business 
with  General  Meredith  had  been  conducted  with  due  regard  to  propri- 
ety and  without  being  [sic]  by  General  Meredith,  upon  which  he  does 
not  propose  but  declares  "that  on  the  Ist  of  February  I  shall  declare 
all  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  delivered  at  Oity  Point  at  any 
time  prior  to  January  1, 1864,  exchanged.  You  can  make  a  similar 
notice  as  to  those  who  have  been  delivered  to  you."  This  extraordi- 
nary letter  appears  (and  this  is  more  extraordinary  than  the  letter 
itself)  to  have  been  accepted  by  General  Butler  as  a  sufficient  explana- 
tion of  past  differences  of  opinion,  and  declarations  of  exchange  were 
made  by  General  Butler  and  Mr.  Ould,  although  they  were  not  then  in 
official  communication  with  each  other. 

The  declaration,  however,  which  was  made  by  General  Butler  was 
suspended  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  immediately  on  its  receipt. 
I  did  not  advise  or  suggest  this  suspension  and  knew  nothing  of  it  until 
after  it  was  done,  although  had  I  been  consulted  I  should  have  advised 
it,  as  it  seemed  to  me  to  ignore  entirely  our  just  claims  upon  the  rebels 
for  more  Federal  prisoners  than  all  they  then  held  in  Southern  prisons. 

If  to  insist  upon  our  just  claims  in  this  matter  has  seemed  to  operate 
unfavorably  upon  our  officers  and  men  in  Southern  prisons  by  subject- 
ing them  to  cruel  hardship,  the  imposition  of  which  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
rebel  authorities,  it  should  be  considered  on  the  other  hand  that  to 
allow  the  rebel  agent  undisputed  license  in  his  proceedings  not  only 
puts  in  jeopardy  all  hopes  of  just  action  from  him  in  the  future  but  has 
thrown  into  the  rebel  ranks  20,000,  if  not  25,000,  men,  who  ought  to 
be  on  parole,  to  fight  Federal  troops  whose  lives  are  thus  exposed  indi- 
vidually, while  the  public  cause  is  also  endangered;  points  which  are 
undoubtedly  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Government. 

I  can  make  no  objection  to  a  surrender  of  this  claim  on  our  part  if 
my  superiors  deem  it  proper,  but  as  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  express  my  convictions  as  to  the  mat- 
ters of  fact  and  principles  involved  in  this  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 
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Office  Oommissary-Genebal  of  Pbisonebs, 

Washington,  April  16, 1864. 

statement  of  Federal   and   rebel  prisoners  of  war  received  and    delivered   since   last 

declaration. 


Officers. 


Enlisted  I  Seduced 
men.     ,to  privates. 


Number  of  paroled  Federal  prisouers  on  hand  at  date  of  last  declara- 
tion of  exchange,  June  8, 186!j,  General  Orders,  No.  167,  and  not  then 
exchanged. 

Number  of  Federal  officers  and  enlisted  men  received  by  us  from  the 
rebels  since  June  8,  18ti3. 


Total  number  paroled 

Total  number  exchanged . 

Balance  on  parole 


Number  of  rebel  officers  and  enlisted  men  delivered  by  us  on  parole 

up  to  July  25,  1863. 
Number  of  rebel  officers  and  enlisted  men  delivered  bj' us  ou  parole 

between  July  25,  1863,  and  this  date,  »t  City  Point. 

Number  of  rebel  prisoners  paroled  at  Port  Hudson 

Number  of  rebel  officers  and  enlistedmen  paroled  at  Vicksburg,  Miss . 

Total  number  paroled 


Exchanged, 

Delivered  at  City  Point,  Va.,  to  January  1, 1864. 

Paroled  at  Port  Hudson 

Paroled  at  Vicksburg,  Miss 


Total  number  exchanged 

Balance  mi  parole. 


Delivered  at  City  Point,  Va. 
Paroled  at  Vicksburg,  Miss  .. 


Total  ou  parole. 


76 
246 


15, 949 


322    26, 301 
76  I   19,083 


246 


7,  218  I 


72 
115 


111 

847 


958 


8,014 

6,317 

5,953 
27, 225 


12,012 
3,953 
15,  649 


33, 614 


2,319 
11, 576 


13,  895  I 


12, 794 


31,279 
23,056 


8,359 
7,191 


7,158 
42, 474 


65, 182 
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It  appears  from  the  foregoiug  that  there  have  been  declared 
exchanged — 

Of  rebel  troops  reduced  to  privates 46,269 

Federal  troops  reduced  to  privates 23,056 

Leaving  the  rebels  indebted  to  us  in  order  to  adjust  the  informal  declara- 
tions already  made 23,213 

The  adjustmeiit  being  supposed  to  be  made,  the  state  of  the  pris- 
oners would  be  thus : 

Rebel  troops  reduced  to  privates  on  parole,  and  subject  to  be  exchanged 19, 814 

Federal  troops  reduced  to  privates  on  parole,  and  subject  to  be  exchanged..      8, 223 

Excess  of  rebels 11,591 

This  number  of  11,591  would  be  due  to  us  after  exchanging  a  sufla- 
cient  number  of  the  19,814  to  balance  the  8,223  of  Federal  troops  now 
on  parole  in  the  North,  which  would  about  balance  the  number  of  Fed- 
eral prisoners  held  iu  the  South. 

This  statement  leaves  us  the  undisputed  possession  of  all  of  the 
rebel  prisoners  now  iu  the  North  under  Federal  guards. 

By  a  recent  notice  in  the  newspapers  of  an  exchange  declared  by 
Mr.  Ould  it  appears  that  besides  rebel  prisoners  delivered  at  City 
Point  to  January  1,  1864,  covered  by  this  declaration,  Mr.  Ould 
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includes  all  Vicksburg  prisoners  assembled  at  Enterprise,  Miss.,  prior 
to  November  14, 1863. 

The  number  is  not  stated  and  probably  was  not  known;  but  what- 
ever it  mav  be  must  be  added  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  rebels  to  us. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Baltimore,  April  15, 1864. 
Col.  E.  D.  TowNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant-  General  ; 

There  are  150  rebel  soldiers  here  who  have  taken  the  oath  under  the 
President's  proclamation  of  December  8.  They  were  sent  here  by 
Major-General  Butler  from  Point  Lookout.  Shall  they  be  treated  as 
refiigees,  as  provided  tor  in  General  Orders,  No.  64,  War  Department, 
current  series! 

LEW.  WALLACE, 

Major-  General. 


Adjutant-General's  Office,  'Washington,  April  15, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Lew.  Wallace,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Baltimore,  Md. : 
Two  dispatches  received.    The  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  you  to 
come  to  Washington  for  twenty-four  hours.    The  rebel  soldiers  from 
General  Butler  who  have  taken  the  oath  will  be  sent  North,  according 
to  terms  of  General  Orders,  No.  64. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


ElCHMOND,  April  15,  1864. 
Capt.  E.  B.  Winder,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Americus,  Ga. : 

Sir:  I  hope  you  are  making  some  progress  in  establishing  a  shoe 
shop  at  Americus,  Ga.  Major  Dillard  has  reported  that  he  will  supply 
you  with  leather;  Major  Cunningham,  at  Atlanta,  that  he  will  send  to 
you  an  experienced  man  to  aid  in  the  organization  of  the  shop,  and 
Major  Hillyer,  at  Selma,  that  he  has  forwarded  a  lot  of  shoemakers'  tools, 
&c.  The  steamer  Denbigh  has  fortunately  just  arrived  at  Mobile  with 
a  large  lot  of  shoemakers'  tools  and  findings,  and  Major  Barnewall,  the 
depot  officer  at  that  point,  has  been  instructed  to  send  you  all  you  may 
require. 

These  arrangements,  it  is  hoped,  will  make  quite  a  productive  estao- 
lishment  at  Americus.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  pro- 
duction of  army  shoes  should  be  increased,  so  you  must  spare  no  effort 
to  attain  success.  Do  not  be  discouraged  by  rumors  of  exchange. 
Nothing  is  ever  certain  on  that  point,  and  it  may  be  that  inducements 
can  be  held  out  that  will  content  the  competent  shoemakers  to  remain. 
Should  ever  a  general  exchange  be  resumed  you  can  compensate  them 
fairly  for  their  services  and  in  such  a  form  as  may  prove  most  accept- 
able, and  I  have  been  assured  that  the  unclaimed  packages  forwarded 
from  the  other  side  will  in  time  be  devoted  to  such  as  may  elect  to 
remain  for  a  while  and  continue  their  labor.    Eeport  progress. 

By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

W.  B.  B.  CROSS, 
Major  and  Quartermaster. 
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Chicago,  III.,  April  16, 1864. 
Col,  James  A,  Hardie,  Inspector-General  JJ.  8.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  inspection  report 
of  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  111. : 

Commanding  oflBcer,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Orme,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  In 
command  of  garrison.  Col.  James  C.  Strong,  Fifteenth  Begiment  Vet- 
eran Reserve  Corps.  Commissary  of  prisoners,  Maj.  L.  0.  Skinner, 
Eighth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

General  Orme  gives  very  little  personal  attention  to  his  command  at 
Camp  Douglas.  The  result  is  a  want  of  harmony  and  eflSciency  in  the 
management  of  every  department  of  this  command.  There  is  also  a 
want  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  commanding  officer  toward  the 
commander  of  the  garrison.  Colonel  Strong  and  Major  Skinner  would 
be  valuable  officers  serving  under  an  efficient  commander. 

The  sutler  for  prisoners  was  appointed  by  General  Orme.  He  has  no 
"list"  posted  up.  Sales  restricted  to  articles  authorized  by  law.  The 
Eighth,  Eleventh,  and  Fifteenth  Regiments  Veteran  Reserve  Corps 
have  each  a  sutler  appointed  by  the  regimental  commander.  These 
regimental  sutlers  all  sell  pies,  candies,  cakes,  and  cider.  No  list  of 
prices  posted  up  at  store  of  Eighth  and  Eleventh  Regiments.  No 
pecuniary  transactions  discovered  between  officers  and  sutlers  or  per- 
sons furnishing  supplies  for  prisoners. 

The  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the  garrison  is  good,  but  can  be 
improved.    The  barracks  and  grounds  are  not  properly  policed. 

All  necessary  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  the  escape  of  pris- 
oners. Their  health,  food,  and  clothing  is  satisfactory.  The  barracks 
are  in  bad  condition ;  the  floors  ripped  up,  the  bunks  filthy,  and  the 
blankets  not  properly  aired.  The  grounds  are  without  proper  drain- 
age and  badly  policed.  There  is  an  entire  lack  of  discipline  and  sys- 
tem in  the  whole  management  of  the  prisoners. 

The  present  prisoners'  hospital  outside  the  prison  yard  should  be 
transferred  to  the  garrison  and  a  hospital  for  prisoners  constructed 
within  the  yard. 

Post  fiind  April  16, 1864,  $268.66.  Money  sent  to  prisoners  intelli- 
gibly accounted  for. 

Post  quartermaster,  Capt.  Charles  Goodman,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Balance  due  United  States  April  16, 1864,  $5,527.10. 

Business  carefully  transacted  and  purchases  made  at  fair  rates. 

Post  commissary  of  subsistence  and  treasurer  of  prison  fund,  Capt. 
N.  W.  Edwards,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers. 

Prison  fund  April  16,  $8,947.14;  subsistence  fund,  $8,102.36;  total, 
$17,049.50. 

Quality  of  stores  good.  All  balances  reported,  counted,  and  found 
correct.  The  garrison  should  not  be  reduced.  Smallpox  increasing 
among  prisoners ;  decreasing  in  garrison. 

Number  of  prisoners  April  15,  5,435. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  JOHN  F.  MARSH, 

■  Lieut.  Col.  Iicenty-fourth  Begiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

[Indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  April  39, 1864. 
Copy  respectfully  furnished  for  the  information  of  Colonel  Hoffman. 
The  commanding  officer  of  Camp  Douglas  has  beein  directed  to  give 
more  of  his  personal  attention  to  the  management  and  internal  arrange- 
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ments  of  each  department  of  his  command,  to  see  that  the  floors  of  the 
barracks  and  quarters  are  kept  in  thorough  repair;  that  the  camps  and 
grounds  are  properly  policed;  that  his  troops  are  properly  instructed, 
and  that  the  laws  and  regulations  pertaining  to  sutlers  be  strictly 
enforced.  General  Orme  has  resigned. 
By  order : 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector-General. 


Office  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  16, 1864. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  1).  G.: 
Colonel  :  Pursuant  to  General  Orders,  No.  89,  current  series,*  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  three  packages  of  Confederate  money 
amounting  to  $10,975,45,  as  follows: 

One  package,  containing  $4,940,  was  taken  from  Surgeon  Mauer,  a 
prisoner  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  by  Colonel  Tucker,  commanding, 
under  the  belief  that  it  was  public  funds.  One  package  contains  $5,806, 
received  from  brigadier-general  commanding  Fort  Delaware,  by  whose 
order  it  was  taken  from  a  prisoner  of  war,  Captain  Surat,  quartermaster 
Second  Mississippi,  and  a  package  containing  $229.45,  left  by  deceased 
rebel  prisoners  at  different  hospitals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  G.,  April  16,  1864. 
Major-General  Eosecrans, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 
Your  telegram  of  the  14th  is  received.    Paroled  prisoners  may  per- 
form any  service,  not  armed,  necessary  for  their  own  preservation. 
The  ordinary  fatigue  duties  about  their  own  camp  barracks  are  not  in 
violation  of  their  parole. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  16,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Sandusky,  Ohio  : 
General:  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  respectfully 
request  you  will  order  the  transfer  to  Point  Lookout  of  all  prisoners  of 
war  at  Johnson's  Island  who  are  invalids  from  disease  or  wounds  and 
who  are  sufficiently  well  to  bear  the  journey.  Please  order  the  detail 
of  a  suitable  guard  with  instructions  to  take  every  precaution  against 
escape  and  direct  that  the  prisoners  be  permitted  to  have  no  communi- 
cation with  any  person  by  the  way.  Transportation  in  passenger  cars 
well  supplied  with  light  and  water  should  be  provided  through  to  Balti- 
more by  special  contract,  and  any  failure  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 

*  See  March  8,  L864,  Series  III. 
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conwact  should  be  reported  by  the  officer  in  charge.  The  time  in  which 
the  journey  is  to  be  made  should  be  stated.  Send  one  ordinary  roll 
with  the  party,  one  to  be  retained  by  the  officer  in  charge  to  be  receipted 
by  the  officer  who  receives  the  prisoners,  and  one  to  this  office.  Let 
them  be  furnished  with  cooked  rations  for  the  jouruey,  and  if  they  are 
detained  at  Baltimore  please  direct  the  officer  in  charge  to  report  to  the 
provost-marshal.  The  quartermaster  in  that  city  should  have  notice 
of  the  time  when  they  will  arrive  that  he  may  have  transportation  pre- 
pared for  them.  No  prisoner  who  is  likely  to  be  well  enough  for  service 
soon  will  be  sent  with  this  party  as  an  invalid.  Please  inform  me  by 
telegraph  the  strength  of  the  party  and  when  it  shall  leave. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Oommissaby-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  10, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  RocTc  Island,  III.: 
Colonel  :  I  learn  by  the  report  of  Surgeon  Clark  that  three  of  the 
barracks  within  the  prison  inclosure  are  used  for  distributing  store- 
houses for  the  quartermaster  and  commissary.  Neither  quartermaster 
nor  commissary  stores  should  be  kept  within  the  prison,  and  you  will 
therefore  immediately  vacate  these  three  buildings  and  appropriate 
them  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  erected,  viz,  as  barracks  for 
prisoners.  1  understand  that  the  General-in-Chief  ordered  quarters  to 
be  built  for  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa,  and  the  barracks  which  they  now 
occupy  inside  the  inclosure  will  be  vacated  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
buildings  inside  the  inclosure  should  be  appropriated  exclusively  to  the 
use  of  the  prisoners,  and  all  cross  fences  inside  should  be  removed  at 
the  earliest  practicable  day.  Please  inform  me  when  you  will  be  able 
to  do  this. 

Surgeon  Clark  reports  to  me  that  very  inferior  corn  bread  has  been 
issued  to  the  prisoners.  Hereafter  you  will  permit  corn  bread  to  be 
issued  but  once  in  six  days,  and  then  only  after  au  inspection  of  it  by  a 
medical  officer  and  found  to  be  of  a  wholesome  quality.  Please  inform 
me  how  many  days  in  the  week  corn  bread  has  been  issued  and  ou 
what  terms  it  is  substituted  for  flour.  Hereafter  have  a  weekly  report 
made  by  the  officer  in  immediate  charge  of  the  prisoners  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  police  of  the  barracks,  hospitals,  outhouses  and  grounds 
and  forward  it  to  this  office  with  your  remarks.  Keep  me  advised  at 
these  times  of  all  that  you  are  doing  to  keep  the  depot  in  a  creditable 
condition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Rock  Island  Barracks, 

Boclc  Island,  III.,  April  16, 1864. 

Col.  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Com.  Gen.  of  Prisoners,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Colonel:  The  rebel  hospital,  kitchen  building,  cooking  arrange- 
ments, variola  hospital,  and  other  buildings,  &c.,  being  constructed  by 
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direction  of  Surgeon  Clark  on  account  of  the  prison  fund  will  cost  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $30,000. 

These  improvements  are  being  made  by  Captain  Eeynolds,  assistant 
quartermaster.  I  have  agreed  with  him  to  appropriate  monthly  out 
of  the  prison  fund  $4,000  for  the  payment  of  indebtedness  created  by 
him  in  the  construction  of  the  above  works,  which  will  all  be  completed 
by  the  end  of  this  month.  One  month's  estimates  have  already  been 
made  for  work  done  and  materials  furnished,  amounting  to  about 
$16,000,  and  one  appropriation  of  $4,000  has  been  paid  thereon,  75  per 
centum  of  the  indebtedness  remaining  unpaid.  At  this  rate  of  payment 
it  will  be  six  or  eight  months  at  least  before  the  whole  cost  of  the  work 
can  be  liquidated  by  the  prison  fund. 

The  parties  furnishing  lumber  and  doing  the  carpenter  work  and 
roofing  cannot  afford  to  wait  such  a  length  of  time  for  their  money,  and 
if  they  are  compelled  to  it  can  but  be  expected  that  the  work  will  cost 
the  Government  more  than  if  payment  could  be  made  on  its  completion. 
The  contractors  have  to  pay  cash  for  materials  and  labor  and  are  men 
of  comparatively  limited  means. 

Captain  Eeynolds  has  signified  his  willingness  to  pay  this  indebted- 
ness with  quartermaster's  ftinds,  the  amount  to  be  refunded  out  of  the 
prison  fund  in  monthly  installments  of  from  $3,000  to  $5,000,  if  prop- 
erly authorized  so  to  do  by  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Upon  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts  I  have  the  honor  to  recom- 
mend that  the  Quartermaster-General  be  requested  to  make  the  proper 
authorization  and  advance  the  money  upon  Captain  Eeynolds'  estimate 
of  funds  required. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regt.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post. 


Hdqes.  Twenty-pibst  Wisconsin  Vol.  Infantry, 

Gamp  on  Loolcout  Mountain,  Tenn.,  April  16, 1864. 
Maj.  Southard  Hoffman, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Cumberland: 

Major:  On  the  20th  of  September  last,  while  in  command  of  my 
regiment,  I  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  In  company  with  about  1,800  prisoners  taken  at  that  battle 
I  was  marched  and  carried  by  rail  to  Eichmond,  Ya. 

At  Tunnel  Hill,  Ga.,  all  the  non-commissioned  ofiQcers  and  privates 
of  the  above  prisoners  were  ordered  by  the  Confederate  commander  of 
the  post  to  stand  in  line  and  give  up  their  rubber  blankets,  which  was 
done. 

At  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  same  prisoners  were  ordered  by  Confederate 
oflftcers  to  pass  by  detachments  into  an  inclosure,  and  as  each  non- 
commissioned oflQcer  and  private  passed  in  he  was  stripped  by  Confed- 
erate oflBcers  of  his  blanket  and  overcoat.  I  protested  to  those  oflBcers 
against  taking  their  overcoats  and  blankets  as  being  inhuman  and 
cruel  and  against  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare.  They  did  not  deny  the 
charge,  but  vindicated  themselves  by  saying  that  the  order  for  taking 
their  overcoats  and  blankets  was  from  the  commander  of  the  depart- 
ment and  that  it  must  be  executed. 

The  night  after  the  execution  of  this  order  and  the  following  nights 
on  our  way  to  Eichmond  the  non-commissioned  oflftcers  and  privates 
lay  upon  the  ground  without  any  covering  except  their  common  clothes. 
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I  aver,  from  information  upon  which  1  place  full  reliance,  that  this 
exposure  caused  a  greater  percentage  of  disease  and  death  among  the 
men  than  the  battle  of  Ghickamauga. 
The  above  statement  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  0.  HOBAET, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Twenty-first  Begt.  Wisconsin  Vol.  Infty. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Hdqbs.  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  April  17, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  for  the 
information  of  the  War  Department,  with  statement  that  I  never  have 
allowed  prisoners  of  war  to  be  treated  in  that  way  in  this  department. 
They  have  always  been  allowed  to  retain  whatever  blankets  and  cloth- 
ing they  might  have  with  them  when  captured.  Have  frequently  heard 
such  complaints  of  the  Confederate  authorities  before. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General,   U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Ad.ttjtant-General's  Office,  April  29, 1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  16, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  Wilmington,  N'.  C: 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  will  do  everything  in  my  power  for  the  release  of 
Purser  Hasell.  I  have  already  urged  his  delivery.  The  Yankees, 
however,  are  very  resolute  in  holding  on  to  every  person  who  has  had 
any  connection  with  running  tlie  blockade.  I  cannot  confidently  predict 
the  result.    I  can  only  hope  for  the  best. 

Tours,  truly,  RO.  OULD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

April  16,  1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  to  your  attention  the  condition 
of  things  connected  with  the  prisons  under  my  command  in  this  city, 
which  greatly  embarrasses  my  administration  of  them,  and  to  ask  that 
I  may  be  definitely  instructed  in  the  following : 

Captain  Forbes,  acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  was  by 
Order  No.  64  assigned  to  me  for  duty,  with  orders  to  relieve  Captain 
Warner  at  the  prisons.  Subsequently,  by  Order  No.  70,  Captain  F.  was 
ordered  to  report  to  the  Commissary- General  for  the  same  duty.  By  a 
still  later  order.  No.  74,  Captain  F.  was  ordered  to  receipt  to  Captain 
Warner  for  all  his  stores. 

Under  these  conflicting  orders  Captain  Forbes  hesitates  to  act  as 
quartermaster,  and  the  Quartermaster-General,  understanding  that  the 
same  duties  devolved  upon  Captain  F.  as  were  formerly  performed  by 
Captain  Warner,  declines  to  assign  me  a  quartermaster  for  the  duty 
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indicated.  I  would  respectfully  add  that  I  am  in  no  way  dissatisfied 
with  the  present  officers,  but  desire,  both  on  my  account  for  the  proper 
management  of  the  prisons  and  that  Captain  Forbes  may  be  enabled 
to  act  intelligently,  as  well  as  for  the  reason  that  a  quartermaster  is 
hourly  needed,  that  the  expression  of  the  Department  should  be  had 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Houston,  April  16,  1864. 
Capt.  W.  G.  Webb,  Anderson : 
The  prisoners  must  be  confined  in  the  jail ;  court-house  insecure. 

J.  B.  MAGKCTDEK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hbabquartbbs  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

In  Field,  Gulpeper  Court-Home,  Va.,  April  17,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  P.  Butlee, 

•  Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  JV.  Carolina,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

General  :  Inclosed  you  will  please  find  statement  of  Federal  and 
rebel  prisoners  of  war  delivered  since  last  declaration,  together  with 
explanatory  letter  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  commissioner  for 
exchange  of  prisoners.* 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

In  the  Field,  Culpeper  Gourt-Rouse,  April  17,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  W.  Carolina,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

General  :  four  report  of  negotiations  with  Mr.  Ould,  0.  S.  agent, 
touching  the  exchange  of  prisoners,!  has  been  referred  to  me  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  with  directions  to  furnish  you  such  instructions  on  the 
subject  as  I  may  deem  proper. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  your  report  the  only  points  on  which 
I  deem  instructions  necessary  are: 

First.  Touching  the  validity  of  the  paroles  of  the  prisoners  ca])tured 
at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson. 

Second.  The  status  of  colored  prisoners. 

As  to  the  first,  no  arrangement  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  will  be 
acceded  to  that  does  not  fully  recognize  the  validity  of  these  paroles 
and  provide  for  the  release  to  us  of  a  sufficient  number  of  prisoners 
now  held  by  the  Confederate  authorities  to  cancel  any  balance  that 
may  be  in  our  favor  by  virtue  of  these  paroles. 

Until  there  is  released  to  us  a  sufficient  number  of  ofQcers  and  men 
as  were  captured  and  paroled  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  not 
another  Confederate  prisoner  of  war  will  be  paroled  or  exchanged. 

As  to  the  second,  no  distinction  whatever  will  be  made  in  the  exchange 
between  white  and  colored  prisoners;  the  only  question  being,  were 
they  at  the  time  of  their  capture  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 

*  See  April  15  and  inclosure  thereto  dated  April  16,  pp.  53  55 
t  See  April  9,  p.  29. 
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States.  If  they  were  the  same  terms  as  to  treatment  while  prisoners 
and  conditions  of  release  and  exchange  must  be  exacted  and  had  in 
the  case  of  colored  soldiers  as  of  white  soldiers. 

•  Non-acquiescence  by  the  Confederate  authorities  in  both  or  either  of 
these  propositions  will  be  regarded  as  a  refusal  on  their  part  to  agree 
to  the  further  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  will  be  so  treated  by  us. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  of  Post, 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  April  17, 1864. 
General  S.  Coover,  Adjutant  and,  Inspector  General: 

Generax  :  Your  telegram  of  the  14th  calling  on  me  to  report  by  letter 
why  I  was  absent  from  my  post  is  just  at  hand. 

As  directed  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  facts: 

By  the  want  of  tools,  such  as  axes,  spades,  shovels,  picks,  «&c.,  this 
post  was  greatly  embarrassed.  In  the  interior  of  the  prison  not  an  axe, 
hoe,  spade,  shovel,  &c.,  could  be  had  when  in  the  same  were  quar- 
tered about  8,000  prisoners.  The  foul,  fetid  malaria  and  effluvia  coming 
from  the  prison  occasioned  by  filth  and  a  pool  of  almost  stagnant  water 
acting  in  concert  with  same  caused  the  diseases  of  the  prison  to  spread 
fearfully,  and  carried  home  to  the  number  there  quartered  a  frightful 
mortality,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  hospital  records. 
These  contagious  diseases,  such  as  smallpox,  &c.,  threatened  not  only 
the  Confederate  forces  stationed  at  this  post  but  the  country  generally. 
My  medical  board  urged  upon  me  the  absolute  importance  of  a  thorough 
renovation  of  the  whole  encampment.  Up  to  this  time  I  had  made 
every  effort  to  secure  such  tools  or  implements  as  we  then  stood  in  need 
of.  I  had  sent  my  quartermaster  time  and  again,  but  to  no  avail,  as  the 
things  we  so  much  needed  could  not  then  be  had.  I  wrote  throughout 
the  State  and  tried  by  proxy  to  supply  the  prison,  all  to  no  purpose. 
Up  to  my  absence  we  did  not  have  sufficient  tools  with  which  to  bury 
the  dead,  and  the  day  preceding  the  three  days  of  my  absence  I  learned 
authoritatively  that  I  could  be  supplied  with  the  things  I  so  much 
needed  in  Augusta.  I  immediately  went  to  my  quartermaster,  found 
him  in  bed  sick  with  inflammatory  rheumatism,  where  he  had  been  a 
week  previous,  and  has  been  since,  scarcely  able  to  turn  himself  over  in 
his  bed.  The  regimental  quartermaster  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Georgia  I  had 
sent  several  days  previous  to  Atlanta  for  tents  for  hospital  purposes. 
The  quartermaster  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Alabama  Eegiment  was  off  get- 
ting a  supply  of  clothing  for  his  regiment.  So  I  stood  with  this  press- 
ing case  upon  me  without  a  quartermaster  and  without  a  man  in  whose 
hands  I  could  safely  and  satisfactorily  intrust  the  important  business 
(made  so  by  the  surroundings)  of  my  mission.  From  experience  I  bad 
learned  a  lesson.  I  exercised  an  intelligent  discretion  in  this  case  and 
acted  under  a  conscientious  conviction  of  duty.  My  mission  was  suc- 
cessful and  the  recent  condition  of  the  encampment  with  its  improved 
health  and  the  contagious  diseases  in  abatement  are  witnesses  in  my 
favor. 

The  mob  that  maltreated  Mr.  Dillman  during  my  absence  could  not 
have  been  quelled  had  I  been  present,  for  a  sufficient  force  was  not  on 
the  side  of  law  and  order  to  have  dispersed  same.  I  make  no  charge 
against  officers  being  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  affair,  because  I  have 
no  legal  evidence  of  the  fact,  yet  I  with  shame  own  the  fact  (if  evidence 
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filed  with  me  is  true)  the  procession  marched  through  the  Twenty- sixth 
Alabama  Regiment  between  the  colors  of  the  regiment  and  the  colonel's 
quarters,  yelling  like  madmen,  without  an  officer  to  raise  even  a  voice 
against  it.  If  these  facts  are  true  the  post  commander  would  hav» 
been  helpless. 

Hoping  that  this  will  prove  satisfactory,  I  am,  general,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  W.  PEESOHS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Houston,  April  17, 1864. 
Gapt.  W.  G.  Webb,  Anderson  : 

Can  confine  prisoners  where  you  deem  best.    You  will  be  held  per- 
sonally responsible  for  them. 

J.  B.  MAGEUDEE. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  April  18,  1864. 
Commanding  Officers  at  Cairo,  Memphis,  and  all  other  mili- 
tary POSTS  ON  THE  OhIO  AND  MISSISSIPPI  ElVERS: 
This  will  introduce  to  you  the  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Wade  and  the  Hon. 
Daniel  W.  Gooch,  members  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Congress  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War,  who  have  been  designated  to  inquire  into  and 
report  upon  the  attack,  surrender,  and  massacre  at  Fort  Pillow.  You 
wUl  provide  them  while  within  the  limits  of  your  command  with  quar- 
ters, subsistence,  and  transportation  as  may  be  required,  and  afford 
them  such  courtesy,  assistance,  and  protection  as  may  be  within  your 
power  or  required  to  facilitate  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War 


Agents,  superintendents,  and  conductors  of  railroads  and  commanders 
of  steamboats  will  furnish  transportation  when  required  by  the  Hon. 
Benjamin  F.  Wade  and  the  Hon.  Daniel  W.  Gooch,  members  of  the 
Joint  Committee  of  Congress  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  and  for  their 
stenographer,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  War  Department. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Wade  and  the  Hon.  Daniel  W. 
Gooch,  members  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Congress  on  the  Conduct 
of  the  War,  who  have  been  designated  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  late  attack,  surrender,  and  massacre  at  Fort 
Pillow,  with  their  stenographer,  William  Blair  Lord,  be  and  are  hereby 
authorized  to  pass  and  repass  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces.  All 
quartermasters,  railroad  agents,  and  superintendents  are  directed  to 
furnish  them  with  transportation  as  may  be  required  on  account  of  this 
Department.  Commissaries  will  furnish  them  with  subsistence.  Com- 
manders of  posts,  where  they  may  have  occasion  to  tarry  or  transact 
business,  will  furnish  them  with  quarters,  subsistence,  and  transporta- 
tion and  whatever  necessaries  may  be  required  for  the  proper  perform- 


CORKESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE.    65 

auce  of  their  duties.    All  oflScers  and  persons  in  the  service  will  afford 
to  them  courtesy,  assistance,  and  protection. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

liooK  Island  Barracks,  III.,  April  18, 1864. 
Col.  James  A.  Hardie,  Inspector-General  U.  8.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  inspection  report 
of  Kock  Island  Barracks,  111. : 

Commandiug  officer,  Col.  A.  J.  Johnson,  Fourth  Eegiment  Veteran 
Iteserve  Corps.  Colonel  Johnson  is  intelligent  and  a  man  of  good 
habits,  but  not  as  efficient  as  he  ought  to  be.  The  troops  under  his 
command  are  not  properly  instructed  in  guard  duty  or  in  the  method 
of  keeping  their  books,  making  returns,  &c.  The  grounds  immediately 
surrounding  the  barracks  are  neglected. 

The  prisoners'  quarters  I  found  in  excellent  condition ;  discipline  and 
government  good;  barracks  clean;  grounds  thoroughly  policed,  and 
being  constantly  improved  by  grading  and  drainage.  The  shelter,  food, 
clothing,  and  treatment  for  the  health  of  prisoners  is  good.  No  prisoner 
has  escaped  since  February  last.  The  post  sutler  authorized  to  sell  by 
Colonel  Johnson.  He  sells  pies,  candies,  &c.  No  pecuniary  trans- 
actions discovered  between  officers  and  sutlers  or  persons  furnishing 
supplies  for  prisoners. 

Troops  composing  garrison,  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps 
and  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteers ;  the  latter  a  regiment  of  decrepit 
old  men  and  the  most  unpromising  subjects  for  soldiers  I  ever  saw. 

Money  and  packages  sent  to  prisoners  properly  accounted  for.  No 
post  fund  or  regimental  fund. 

Post  quartermaster,  Capt,  Charles  A.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Army.  Returns 
for  March  not  finished.  Could  not  ascertain  what  balance  was  due 
United  States.    The  captain  was  somewhat  intoxicated. 

Commissary  of  subsistence  and  treasurer  of  prison  fund,  Capt.  W. 
Buttertield,  U.  S.  Army.  Subsistence  fund  due  United  States  April 
18,  $860.07;  prison  fund  April  18,  $4,345.24.  Captain  B.  was  absent  at 
Chicago  and  the  clerk  had  no  funds  in  his  possession. 

Purchases  appear  to  be  made  at  fair  rates.  Stores  good  and  not  in 
excess  of  the  wants  of  the  post. 

The  garrison  should  not  be  reduced. 

Number  of  prisoners  April  18, 1804,  0,860. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  MARSH, 
Lieut.  Gol.  Twenty -fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

[Incloraumeut.] 

War  Department,  Washimgton  City,  April  29, 1864. 
Copy  respectfully  furnished  for  the  information  of  Colonel  Hoffman. 
Colonel  Johnson  has  been  directed  to  properly  instruct  his  command 
and  to  cause  the  grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  his  post  to  be  cleaned. 
General  Meigs,  Quartermaster-General,  has  been  instructed  to  relieve 
Capt.  Charles  A.  Reynolds  from  his  duty  as  post  quartermaster,  and  to 
designate  an  officer  to  receive  his  money  and  property. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
^  JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 

Colonel  and  Inspector- General. 
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Office  Commissaey-Genebal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  18,  1864. 
Siirg.  J.  Simpson,  Medical  Director,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 

Sir  :  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  respectfally  tc 
request  you  will  direct  the  transfer  to  Point  Lookout  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  prisoners  of  war  at  the  West  Buildings  Hospital  who  are 
well  enough  for  the  journey  but  will  probably  not  soon  be  in  a  condi- 
tion for  service.  Pl«ase  apply  to  Major-General  Wallace,  commanding 
the  department,  for  a  suitable  guard  and  the  necessary  transportation. 
Those  who  remain  at  the  hospital  should,  if  possible,  be  sent  to  Fort 
McHenry.  Send  a  list  with  those  transferred  and  a  copy  to  this  office. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Oolonel  Third  Infantry  and  Gommissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General,  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  J).  C,  April  18,  1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson,  Commanding  Bock  Island,  III. : 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  April  9,  1864,  request- 
ing to  know  what  will  be  done  with  the  bond  in  the  case  of  a  prisoner 
released  on  bonds,  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Pris- 
oners to  inform  you  that  the  bonds  should  be  forwarded  to  this  oflttce. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K  LOBOE, 
Gapt.,  Fourth  Arty.,  Assistant  to  Gommissary-  General  of  Prisoners. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  18,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va,: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me  of  the  facts 
in  connection  with  the  alleged  execution  of  Capt.  Spencer  Deaton, 
Sixth  Tennessee  Infantry,  while  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  your 
authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN,7.  F.  BUTLEll, 
Major-General  and  Gommissioner  for  Exchange. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Saint  Mary's  District, 

No.  10.  )  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  April  18,  1864. 

i.  The  general  commanding  has  been  surprised  to  observe  the  negli- 
gence of  sentinels  while  posted  and  their  remissness  in  discharging 
duty.  It  is  presumed  that  no  officer  of  sufficient  intelligence  to  be 
permitted  to  remain  in  the  service  can  be  unaware  of  the  importance  of 
properly  instructing  sentinels  and  enforcing  all  the  requirements  of  the 
service  relating  to  the  performance  of  guard  duty  as  prescribed  in 
Revised  Regulations,  paragraphs  375  to  431  and  573  to  592. 

II.  Challenges  will  commence  with  guards  an  hour  after  "retreat," 
and  each  sentinel  will  be  visited  by  a  non  commissioned  officer  of  the 
guard  between  retreat  and  challenge. 
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III.  Interior  guards  will  commence  to  challenge  at  "taps,"  at  which 
time  each  sentinel  will  be  visited  by  the  non-commissioned  officer  of 
the  relief.  Interior  guards  will  not  have  the  countersign.  The  nou- 
comuiissioned  officer  of  the  relief  will  be  with  his  guards  at  all  times, 
and  be  prompt  in  answering  every  call  from  all  sentinels  to  which  he  is 
assigned. 

IV.  Sentinels  while  on  a  beat  will  not  salute  general  and  field  officers 
and  officers  of  the  day  with  the  sentry-box  salute,  but  will  "present 
arms." 

V.  The  officer  of  the  guard  will  read  or  cause  to  be  read  to  each 
relief  before  posting  the  second  time  the  whole  of  Article  33— duties  of 
sentinels. 

yi.  An  officer  of  the  guard  will  visit  the  post  of  each  sentinel  in  the 
relief  at  least  once  in  every  four  hours,  and  a  non-commissioned  officer 
of  the  guard  will  visit  the  jiost  of  each  sentinel  twice  in  every  two 
hours,  half  an  hour  after  the  relief  has  been  posted  and  half  an  hour 
before  being  relieved,  and  such  officer  or  non-commissioned  officer  will 
correct  all  irregularities  and  restrain  all  abuses,  instruct  the  sentinels 
in  their  duties,  and  enforce  vigilance. 

VII.  Sentinels  will  not  be  permitted  to  stand  upon  their  beats 
except  when  officers  are  passing,  or  sit,  or  talk  to  other  than  officers, 
nor  to  rest  their  muskets  upon  the  ground. 

VIII.  At  the  firing  of  any  musket  or  gun  between  the  hours  of  sun- 
set and  sunrise  all  guards  and  troops  will  turn  out  and  take  arms,  and 
the  rolls  will  be  called. 

IX.  Sentinels  posted  near  the  water  will  keep  boats  from  landing 
during  the  day  and  prevent  communication  with  the  shore  except  by 
proper  authority,  aiid  during  the  night  from  sunset  to  sunrise  will 
chsillenge  all  boats  that  approach  the  shore  and  compel  them  to  land 
only  at  the  wharves  under  charge  of  the  provost  guard.  Not  less  than 
four  sentries  will  at  all  times  be  posted  upon  each  wharf. 

X.  To  render  more  perfect  the  system  of  duties,  and  to  insure  the 
safety  of  the  command,  the  following  regulations  will  govern  target 
practice  and  the  discharging  of  muskets  within  the  command.  No 
muskets  will  be  fired  within  the  limits  of  this  district,  except  in  the  per- 
formance of  military  duty,  at  other  times  than  between  the  hours  of  10 
and  12  a.  m. 

XI.  All  guards  upon  being  relieved  will  be  fiirnished  with  proper 
targets  by  their  officers  and  conducted  to  a  suitable  place  to  be  desig- 
nated by  the  field  officer  of  the  day.  Officers  commanding  guards  and 
other  parties  at  practice  will  attend  to  their  men  and  give  them  the 
most  minute  instructions  in  holding  and  discharging  their  pieces. 

XII.  All  discharging  of  firearms  at  other  times  than  the  hours  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  paragraph  will  be  a  signal  for  the  entire  com- 
mand to  stand  to  arms. 

XIII.  The  attention  of  officers  commanding  companies  is  directed  to 
Article  XIII,  Revised  llegulations,  which  will  be  read  at  the  head  of 
each  company  of  this  command  after  inspection  on  Sunday  morning 
next,  the  24th  instant,  and  also  on  the  two  following  Sundays.  Com- 
manders of  regiments  and  detachments  and  the  inspector-general  will 
see  that  the  provisions  of  this  article  are  enforced  and  will  hold  com- 
pany officers  responsible  for  any  lieglect  of  its  provisions  by  their 
commands. 

XIV.  Paragraphs  90,  91,  93,  100,  101, 102,  103,  106, 114, 115,  and  116 
seem  to  have  been  entirely  neglected  in  many  of  the  companies  of  this 
command.    Any  neglect  of  the  provisions  of  paragraphs  101  and  115 
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will  subject  the  oflender  to  arrest  and  punishment  at  tlie  discretion  of 
the  inspector -general,  who  is  especially  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  provisions  of  these  paragraphs. 

XV.  Inspection  of  ammunition  will  be  made  daily  and  the  provisions 
of  paragraph  107  strictly  adhered  to.  Commanders  will  state  the 
amount  of  ammunition  in  their  morning  reports,  giving  the  number  of 
cartridges  and  the  number  of  percussion  caps  separately. 

XVI.  The  attention  of  commissioned  officers  is  called  to  the  neces 
sity  of  great  care  in  their  military  dress  and  bearing.  It  is  useless  to 
expect  valuable  service  from  men  commanded  by  slovenly  officers. 
The  respect  with  which  a  soldier  should  regard  a  commissioned  officer 
dressed  in  the  insignia  of  his  rank  cannot  be  looked  for  by  an  officer 
loaiing  about  in  his  shirt  sleeves.  Dignified  and  commanding  deport- 
ment is  not  only  consistent  with  the  proper  care  of  an  officer  for  his 
men  but  any  other  fails  to  secure  that  respect  wbich  alone  secures 
efficiency.  Regimental  commanders  will  hereafter  cause  the  arrest  of 
any  officer  who  appears  outside  of  his  own  tent  or  quarters  not  neatly 
clad  and  not  wearing  evidence  of  the  rank  he  holds. 

XVII.  The  general  commanding  the  post  is  pained  in  observing  the 
general  want  of  respect  paid  by  enlisted  men  to  general,  field,  and 
line  officers.  The  proper  salute  ordered  by  the  regulations  at  the 
ai)proach  of  a  commissioned  officer  must  hereafter  be  enforced.  Men 
cannot  be  permitted  to  sit  when  a  commissioned  officer  passes  near 
them  as  if  they  were  totally  indifferent  or  regardless  to  his  presence. 
Loud  talking,  profanity,  boisterous  conduct  in  the  presence  of  an 
officer  is  a  high  military  crime,  and  only  by  personal  deference  and 
respect  to  superior  officers  can  we  achieve  success. 

XVIII.  In  order  that  these  instructions  may  be  thoroughly  pub- 
lished company  commanders  will  be  furnished  with  a  coi)y  to  be  read 
to  the  men  in  the  company  streets. 

XIX.  All  officers  are  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  carrying  this 
order  into  effect  and  any  disobedience  will  be  reported  to  these  head 
quarters  aiid  guilty  parties  promptly  punished. 

Officers  of  the  day  will  transmit  this  order  to  their  successors. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Hinks: 

[C.  H.  LAWEENUE,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[April  18,  1864. — For  Fisk  to  Draper  and  Hayward,  relative  to 
treatment  of  bushwhackers,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  III, 
p.  216.] 

Office  Commissaey-Geneeal  of  Peisonebs, 

Washitigton,  B.  C,  April  19, 1864. 
Col.  James  A.  Haedie,  Inspector-General,  War  Department: 

Colonel:  I  have  recently  received  from  Port  McHenry  the  inclosed 
copy  of  instructions  in  reference  to  the  delivery  of  artificial  limbs  to 
prisoners  of  war,  and  1  would  respectfully  inquire  whether  the  permis- 
sion thereby  granted  to  furnish  limbs  is  intended  to  cover  all  such 
applications  or  to  be  confined  to  the  special  case  there  presented. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Gominissary- General  of  Prisoners. 
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[Indoi'semoDt.] 

April  21,  1804. 
lletumed  to  Colonel  Hoftmau. 

Tlie  within  instructions  nuiy  be  applied  to  all  cases  of  the  kind. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

0.  A.  DANA, 
Assisfant  Secretary  of  War. 

[riicli>siir«.] 

War  Department,  Washington  Gitii,  November  34,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Gommandind  Department  of  the  East,  New  York: 
General:  This  Department  sees  no  objections  to  Messrs.  Palmer 
&  Co.  furnishing  wooden  legs  to  the  rebels  that  need  them.  You  will 
indicate  to  Palmer  &  Co.  the  Department's  approval  of  their  course  in 
submitting  the  question  to  your  judgment  before  acting  upon  it  as  a 
course  proper  to  be  pursued  by  loyal  and  patriotic  men. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  19, 1864—10.40  a.  m. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Gomminsary- General  of  Prisoners: 

The  Express  and  New  York  are  at  Baltimore,  having  just  landed 
the  sick  and  wounded  prisoners  from  Richmond.  They  are  fully  fitted 
up  as  liospital  boats,  and  I  would  suggest  the  return  by  them  of  all 
sick  and  wounded  Confederates  we  have  either  at  Fort  Delaware,  Bal- 
timore, or  Washington. 

Please  telegraph  mc  if  this  disposition  is  acceded  to  and  order  for- 
ward the  sick.    The  Express  could  go  to  Fort  Delawaie  if  needed. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major- General,  Gommanding. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  19, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Gommissioner  for  Exchange,-  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
Please  inform  nie  if  all  the  invalid  Federal  prisoners  and  men  who 
were  prisoners  in  Eichmond  have  been  delivered. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Gommissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  Monroe,  April  19, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Gommissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Telegram  received.  All  the  invalids  have  not  been  delivered,  but 
all  have  been  delivered  who  could  be  taken  with  comfort  to  themselves 
aboard  the  hospital  boats.  It  being  expensive  to  fit  up  hospital  boats, 
I  am  desirous  of  finishing  the  transjiortation  of  all  invalids  both  ways 
irrespective  of  other  questions  of  exchange. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Gommanding. 

Approved  by  Secretary  War  A])ril  20, 1864. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  April  19,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Gommusioner  for  Mvchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
Your  two  telegrams  of  this  date  are  received.    I  will  consult  the 
Secretary  of  War  about  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware.    Invalid 
prisoners  at  Johnson's  Island  were  ordered  on  the  ICth. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


lilCHMOND,  Va.,  April  19,  1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  It  was  my  earnest  wish  to  see  you  in  reference  to  the  recent 
arrest  by  the  Federal  military  authorities  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Boyd  and  of 
Messrs.  Williams  and  Conrad,  all  of  Winchester,  Va. 

It  seems  that  Major  O'Ferrall,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  being  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Bath,  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  in  this  State,  made  a 
dash  into  that  village  and  seized  and  brought  off  a  Mr.  Wheat,  a  Mr. 
Bechtol,  and  perhaps  one  or  more  other  of  its  people.  These  men  are 
said  to  be  now  in  prison  in  this  city,  and  the  three  gentlemen  from 
Winchester  whom  I  have  first  named  have  since  been  carried  to  Mar- 
tinsburg,  and  it  is  understood  are  held  as  hostages  for  the  men  seized 
by  O'Ferrall.  These  gentlemen,  as  yon  may  know,  are  amongst  our 
most  worthy  and  influential  citizens,  and  I  had  promised  their  friends 
to  lay  their  case  in  person  before  you. 

The  persons  taken  by  O'Ferrall  were  taken  at  a  point  where  if  they 
had  influence  they  could  not  exert  it  injuriously,  but  the  two  whom,  I 
have  named  have  not  the  smallest  influence  even  over  their  immediate 
neighbors. 

In  this  kind  of  warfare  the  South,  as  a  general  thing,  is  placed  at  the 
greatest  disadvantage  in  the  character  of  the  persons  arrested,  and 
again  because  the  inevitable  consequence  of  these  mutual  arrests  will 
be  to  remove  or  drive  from  our  border  nearly  our  entire  male  population. 

The  Federal  authorities,  in  letters  not  long  since  addressed  to  the 
mayor  and  council  of  Winchester,  professed  an  unwillingness  to  initiate 
such  a  condition  of  things,  and  declared  that  their  action  was  merely 
retaliatory  and  adopted  in  self-defense. 

Our  difficulties  along  the  border  are  sufficiently  great  as  they  are, 
and  we  feel  that  our  freedom  from  arrest  and  imprisonment  should  not 
be  dependent  upon  the  action  of  every  military  ofQcer,  however  young 
and  indiscreet  he  may  be;  that  if  these  civil  arrests  are  to  be  continued 
(and  there  may  be  cases  in  which  they  may  be  proper)  the  power  to 
make  them  should  at  least  be  restricted  to  some  officer  of  rank,  as  the 
commander  of  the  particular  military  department,  for  then  they  would 
not  be  ordered  until  after  proper  thought  and  consideration.  But  as 
matters  now  are  there  is  not  one  of  us  who  is  secure  for  a  day. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  Wheat  and  Bechtol  are  each  of  them  said  to 
be  members  of  the  Legislature  of  West  Virginia,  and  so  may  be  guilty 
of  treason  against  our  own  State.  Still,  during  the  existence  of  a  war 
to  which  the  Confederate  States  Government  is  the  sole  party  on  one 
side,  I  presume  it  will  not  permit  its  action  to  be  embarrassed  by  any 
question  of  this  sort,  and,  moreover,  the  rights  of  Virginia  cannot  be 
lost  by  whatever  course  of  action  the  Confederate  Government  may 
pursue  toward  the  border  population. 
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I  entreat  you  to  give  this  subject  your  early  attention,  so  that  we 
may  know  what  to  look  forward  to  in  the  future.  And  if  it  be  possible 
to  do  anything  which  will  restore  our  Winchester  gentlemen  to  their 
homes  I  sincerely  hope  it  will  be  done. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHAED  PAEKEE. 

[Imlorseniont.] 

Noted.     [  do  not  differ  materially  in  opinion.     File. 

J.  A.  S. 


Camp  Morton,  Ind.,  April  20, 1864. 
Col.  James  A.  Hardie,  Inspector-  General  U.  S.  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  inspection  report 
of  Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind. : 

Commanding  oflicer,  Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  Fifth  Eegiment  Veteran 
Eeserve  Corps.  Colonel  Stevens  is  intelligent,  of  good  habits,  and 
competent  to  fill  the  position  he  occupies,  but  does  not  fully  under- 
stand the  proper  management  of  the  prisoners. 

There  is  not  that  order,  discipline,  and  cleanliness  within  the  prison 
quarters  which  is  desirable,  and  which  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the 
well-policed  grounds,  clean  barracks,  and  efScieut  discipline  of  the 
garrison,  which  consists  of  the  Fifth  and  Eighteenth  Eegiments  and 
three  unassigned  companies  of  the  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps. 

Sutler  for  prisoners  appointed  by  commanding  oflScer;  sells  pies, 
cakes,  soda  water,  candies.  Sutler  for  Fifth  Eegiment  Veteran  Eeserve 
Corps  appointed  by  regimental  commissary;  sells  pies,  candies,  cakes, 
ale,  lager  beer,  &c.    No  list  of  prices  posted  up. 

No  pecuniary  transactions  discovered  between  officers  and  sutlers  or 
persons  furnishing  supplies  for  prisoners.  Clothing,  food,  and  health 
of  prisoners  good.  The  barracks  are  bad,  without  floors,  and  not  suf- 
ficiently clean.  The  prison  fence  is  low,  the  frame-work  on  the  inner 
side  requiring  a  much  stronger  guard  than  if  properly  constructed. 
The  prisoners  are  well  secured.  Hospital  well  constructed.  No  deaths 
from  smallpox  this  month. 

No  post  or  regimental  funds.    Company  savings  accounted  for. 

Acting  post  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  treasurer  of  prison 
funds,  Capt,  N.  Shurtleif,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Prison  funds  April  20,  $6,860.17 ;  subsistence  fund  April  20,  $64.42. 
Counted  and  found  correct.  Purchases  for  prisoners  made  at  fair  rates 
and  business  carefully  transacted.  Stores  good  and  not  in  excess. 
Money  sent  to  prisoners  accounted  for  intelligibly. 

The  garrison  can  be  reduced  25  per  cent. 

Number  of  prisoners  April  20,  2,531. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  MAESH, 
Lieut.  Gol.  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

[Indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  April  29,  1864. 
Copy  respectfully  furnished  for  the  information  of  Colonel  Hoflfmau. 
Col.  A.  A.  Stevens  has  been  directed  to  take  immediate  and  sufficient 
measures  to  cause  a  thorough  and  complete  cleansing  of  the  quarters 


72  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

and  barracks  in  question  and  to  adopt  a  more  rigid  discipline  with  both 
guards  and  prisoners. 
By  order: 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIB, 
Colonel  and  Inspector-General. 


OiEOULAK.l      Office  Commissakt-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  20,  1804. 
By  authority  of  the  War  Department  the  following  regulations  will 
be  observed  at  all  stations  where  prisoners  of  war  and  political  or  State 
prisoners  are  held.    These  regulations  will  supersede  those  issued  from 
thisoffice  July  7, 1862:» 

I.  The  commanding  officer  at  each  station  is  held  accountable  for  the 
discipline  and  good  order  of  his  command  and  for  the  security  of  the 
prisoners,  and  will  take  such  measures,  with  the  means  placed  at  his 
disposal,  as  will  best  secure  these  results.  He  will  divide  the  prisoners 
into  companies  and  will  cause  written  reports  to  be  made  to  him  of 
their  condition  every  morning,  showing  the  changes  made  during  the 
preceding  twenty-four  hours,  giving  the  names  of  the  "joined,"  "trans- 
ferred," "deaths,"  &c.  At  the  end  of  every  month  commanders  will 
send  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  a  return  of  prisoners, 
giving  names  and  details  to  explain  "alterations."  If  rolls  of  "joined" 
or  "transferred"  have  been  forwarded  during  the  month  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  refer  to  them  on  the  return  according  to  forms  furnished. 

II.  On  the  arrival  of  prisoners  at  any  station  a  careful  comparison 
of  them  with  the  rolls  which  accompany  them  will  be  made,  and  all 
errors  on  the  rolls  will  be  corrected.  When  no  roll  accompanies  the 
prisoners  one  will  immediately  be  made  out  containing  all  the  informa- 
tion required,  as  correct  as  can  be,  from  the  statements  of  the  prisoners 
themselves.  When  the  prisoners  are  citizens  the  town,  county,  and 
State  from  which  they  come  will  be  given  on  the  rolls  under  the  headings 
"rank,"  "regiment," and  "company."  At  stations  where  prisoners  are 
received  frequently  and  in  small  parties  a  list  will  be  furnished  every 
fifth  day — the  last  one  in  the  month  may  be  for  six  days — of  all  prisoners 
received  during  the  preceding  five  days.  Immediately  on  their  arrival 
prisoners  will  be  required  to  give  up  all  arms  and  weapons  of  every 
description,  of  which  the  commanding  officer  will  require  an  accurate 
list  to  be  made.  When  prisoners  are  forwarded  for  exchange  duplicate 
parole  rolls,  signed  by  the  prisoners,  will  be  sent  with  them,  and  an  ordi- 
nary roll  will  be  sent  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  When 
they  are  transferred  from  one  station  to  another  an  ordinary  roll  will 
be  sent  with  them  and  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners.  In  all  cases  the  officer  charged  with  conducting  prisoners 
will  report  to  the  officer  under  whose  orders  he  acts  the  execution  of 
his  service,  furnishing  a  receipt  for  the  prisoners  delivered  and  account- 
ing by  name  for  those  not  delivered;  which  report  will  be  forwarded 
without  delay  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

III.  The  hospital  will  be  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  senior 
medical  officer  present,  who  will  be  held  responsible  to  the  commanding 
officer  for  its  good  order  and  the  proper  treatment  of  the  sick.  A  fund 
for  this  hospital  will  be  created  as  for  other  hospitals.  It  will  be  kept 
separate  from  the  fund  of  the  hospital  for  the  troops,  and  will  be 
expended  for  the  objects  specified  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  in 

•See  \o\.  IV,  this  8erie«,  p.  152. 
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paragraph  1212,  Eevised  Itegulatioiis  of  the  Army  of  1863,  except  that 
the  requisition  of  the  medical  oflflcer  in  charge  and  the  bill  of  purchase 
before  payment  shall  be  apjiroved  by  the  commanding  officer.  When 
this  "fund"  is  sufficiently  large  it  may  be  expended  also  for  shirts  and 
drawers  for  the  sick,  the  expense  of  washing  clothes,  articles  for 
policing  purposes,  and  all  articles  and  objects  indispensably  necessary 
to  ]iromote  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  hospital. 

IV.  Surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  where  there  are  prisoners  of  war 
will  make  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  through  the  com- 
manding officer,  semi-monthly  reports  of  deaths,  giving  name,  rank, 
regiment,  and  company,  date  and  place  of  capture,  date  and  cause  of 
death,  place  of  interment,  and  number  of  grave.  Effects  of  deceased 
prisoners  will  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  commanding  officer,  the 
money  and  valnables  to  be  reported  to  this  office  (see  note  on  blank 
reports),  the  clothing  of  any  value  to  be  given  to  such  prisoners  as 
require  it.  Money  left  by  deceased  prisoners  or  accruing  from  the  sale 
of  their  effects  will  be  placed  in  the  prison  fund. 

V.  A  fund,  to  be  called  "the  prison  fund"  and  to  be  applied  in 
procuring  such  articles  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  health  and  con- 
venience of  the  prisoners,  not  expressly  provided  for  by  General  Army 
liegulations,  1803,  will  be  made  by  withholding  from  their  rations 
such  i)arts  thereof  as  can  be  conveniently  dispensed  with.  The  abstract 
of  issues  to  prisoners  and  statement  of  the  prison  fund  shall  be  made 
out,  commencing  with  the  month  of  June,  1864,  in  the  same  maimer  as 
is  prescribed  for  the  abstract  of  issues  to  hospital  and  statement  of  the 
hospital  fund  (see  paragraphs  1209,  1215,  and  1246,  and  form  5,  Sub- 
sistence Department,  Army  Regulations,  1863),  with  such  modifications 
in  language  as  may  be  necessary.  The  ration  for  issue  to  prisoners  will 
be  composed  as  follows,  viz:  Hard  bread,  14  ounces  per  one  ration,  or 
18  ounces  soft  bread,  one  ration;  corn-meal,  18  ounces  per  one  ration; 
beef,  14  ounces  per  one  ration;  bacon  or  pork,  10  ounces  per  one  ration; 
beans,  C  quarts  per  100  men;  hominy  or  rice,  8  pounds  per  100  men; 
sugar,  14  pounds  per  100  men ;  E.  coffee,  5  pounds  ground,  or  7  pounds 
raw,  per  100  men,  or  tea,  18  ounces  per  100  men;  soap,  4  ounces  per 
100  men;  adamantine  candles,  5  candles  per  100  men;  tallow  candles, 
6  candles  per  100  men;  salt,  2  quarts  per  100  men;  molasses,  1  quart 
per  100  men ;  potatoes,  30  pounds  per  100  men.  When  beans  are  issued 
hominy  or  rice  will  not  be.  If  at  any  time  it  should  seem  advisable  to 
make  any  change  in  this  scale  the  circumstances  will  be  reported  to  the 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  for  his  consideration. 

YI.  Disbursements  to  be  charged  against  the  prison  fund  will  be 
made  by  the  commissary  of  subsistence  on  the  order  of  the  command- 
ing officer,  and  all  such  expenditures  of  funds  will  be  accounted  for  by 
the  commissary  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the  disbursements  of  the 
hospital  fund.  When  in  any  month  the  items  of  expenditures  on 
account  of  the  prison  fund  cannot  be  conveniently  entered  on  the 
abstract  of  issues  to  prisoners  a  list  of  the  articles  and  quantities  pur- 
chased, prices  paid,  statement  of  services  rendered,  &c.,  certified  by 
the  commissary  as  correct  and  approved  by  the  commanding  officer, 
will  accompany  the  abstract.  In  such  cases  it  will  only  be  necessary 
to  enter  on  the  abstract  of  issues  the  total  amount  of  funds  thus 
expended. 

VII.  At  the  end  of  each  calendar  month  the  commanding  officer  will 
transmit  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  a  copy  of  the  "  state- 
ment of  the  prison  fund/'  as  shown  in  the  abstract  of  issues  for  that 
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month,  with  a  copy  of  the  list  of  expenditures  specified  iu  preceding 
paragraph,  accompanied  by  vouchers,  and  will  indorse  thereon,  or  con- 
vey in  the  letter  of  transmittal,  such  remarks  as  the  matter  may  seem 
to  require. 

VIII.  The  prison  fund  is  a  credit  with  the  Subsistence  Department, 
and,  at  the  request  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  may  be 
transferred  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  in  manner  pre- 
scribed by  existing  regulations  for  the  transfer  of  hospital  fund. 

IX.  With  the  prison  fund  may  be  purchased  such  articles  not  pro- 
vided for  by  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  health  and  proper 
condition  of  the  prisoners,  such  as  table  furniture,  cooking  utensils, 
articles  for  policing,  straw,  the  means  of  improving  or  enlarging  the 
barracks  or  hospitals,  &c.  It  will  also  be  used  to  pay  clerks  and  other 
employe's  engaged  in  labors  connected  with  prisoners.  No  barracks  or 
other  structures  will  be  erected  or  enlarged  and  no  alterations  made 
without  first  submitting  a  plan  and  estimate  of  the  cost  to  the  Commis- 
sary-General of  Prisoners,  to  be  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
his  approval;  and  in  no  case  will  the  services  of  clerks  or  of  other 
employes  be  paid  for  without  the  sanction  of  tlie  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners.  Soldiers  employed  with  such  sanction  will  be  alloy? ed  40 
cents  per  day  when  employed  as  clerks,  stewards,  or  mechanics;  25 
cents  a  day  when  employed  as  laborers. 

X.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  quartermaster,  or,  when  there  is  none, 
the  commissary,  under  the  orders  of  the  commanding  offlcer,  to  procure 
all  articles  required  for  the  prisoners  and  to  hire  clerks  and  other 
euiploy(5s.  All  bills  for  service  or  for  articles  purchased  will  be  certi- 
fied by  the  quartermaster,  and  will  be  paid  by  the  commissary  on  the 
order  of  the  commanding  otficer,  who  is  held  responsible  that  all  expendi- 
tures are  for  authorized  purposes. 

XI.  The  quartermaster  will  be  held  accountable  for  all  property  pur- 
chased with  the  prison  fund,  and  he  will  make  a  return  of  it  to  the  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners  at  the  end  of  each  calendar  month,  which 
will  show  the  articles  on  hand  on  the  first  day  of  the  month,  the  arti- 
cles purchased,  issued,  and  expended  daring  the  month,  and  the 
articles  remaining  on  band.  The  return  will  be  supported  by  abstracts 
of  the  articles  purchased,  issued,  and  expended,  certified  by  the  quarter- 
master and  approved  by  the  commanding  officer. 

XII.  The  commanding  officer  will  cause  requisitions  to  be  made  by 
his  quartermaster  for  such  clothing  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  prisoners,  which  requisition  will  be  approved  by  him,  after  a  careful 
inquiry  as  to  the  necessity,  and  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners.  The  clothing  will  be  issued  by  the 
quartermaster  to  the  prisoners,  with  the  assistance  and  under  the  super- 
vision of  an  offlcer  detailed  for  the  purpose,  whose  certificate  that  the 
issue  has  been  made  in  his  presence  will  be  the  quartermaster's  voucher 
for  the  clothing  issued.  From  the  30th  of  April  to  the  1st  of  October 
neither  drawers  nor  socks  will  be  allowed,  except  to  the  sick.  When 
army  clothing  is  issued  buttons  and  trimmings  will  be  taken  off  the 
coats  and  the  skirts  will  be  cut  so  short  that  prisoners  who  wear  them 
will  not  be  mistaken  for  U.  S.  soldiers. 

XIII.  Tlie  sutler  for  the  prisoners  is  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
commanding  offlcer,  who  will  require  him  to  furnish  the  prescribed 
arti(;les  and  at  reasonable  rates.  For  this  privilege  the  sutler  will  be 
taxed  a  small  amount  by  the  commanding  officer,  according  to  the 
amount  of  his  trade,  which  tax  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
missary to  make  part  of  the  prison  fund. 
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XIV.  All  money  in  possession  of  prisoners  or  received  by  them  will 
be  taken  charge  of  by  the  commanding  officer,  who  will  give  receipts 
for  it  to  those  to  whom  it  belongs.  Sales  will  be  made  to  prisoners  by 
the  sutler  on  orders  on  the  commanding  officer,  which  orders  will  be 
kept  as  vouchers  in  the  settlement  of  the  individual  accounts.  The 
commanding  officer  will  procure  proper  books  in  which  to  keep  an 
account  of  all  moneys  deposited  in  his  hands,  these  accounts  to  be 
always  subject  to  inspection  by  the  Oommissary-General  of  Prisoners 
or  other  inspecting  officer.  When  prisoners  are  transferred  from  the 
post  the  moneys  belonging  to  them,  with  a  statement  of  the  amount 
due  each,  will  be  sent  with  them,  to  be  turned  over  by  the  officer  in 
charge  to  the  officer  to  whom  the  prisoners  are  delivered,  who  will  give 
receipts  for  the  money.  When  prisoners  are  paroled  their  money  will 
be  returned  to  them. 

XV.  All  articles  sent  by  friends  to  prisoners,  if  proper  to  be  deliv- 
ered, will  be  carefully  distributed  as  the  donors  may  request — such  as 
are  intended  for  the  sick  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  surgeon, 
who  will  be  responsible  for  their  proper  use.  Contributions  must  be 
received  by  an  officer,  who  will  be  held  responsible  that  they  are  deliv- 
ered to  the  person  for  whom  they  are  intended.  All  uniform  clothing, 
boots,  or  equipments  of  any  kind  for  military  service,  weapons  of  all 
kinds,  and  intoxicating  liquors,  including  malt  liquors,  are  among  the 
contraband  articles.  The  material  for  outer  clothing  should  be  gray  or 
some  dark  mixed  color  and  of  inferior  quality.  Any  excess  of  clothing 
over  what  is  required  for  immediate  use  is  contraband. 

XVI.  When  prisoners  are  seriously  ill  their  nearest  relatives,  being 
loyal,  may  be  permitted  to  make  them  short  visits;  but  under  no  other 
circumstances  will  visitors  be  admitted  without  the  authority  of  the 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.  At  those  places  where  the  guard 
is  inside  the  inclosuie  persons  having  official  business  to  transact  with 
the  commander  or  other  officer  will  be  admitted  for  such  purposes,  but 
will  not  be  allowed  to  have  any  communication  with  prisoners. 

XVII.  Prisoners  will  be  permitted  to  write  and  to  receive  letters,  not 
to  exceed  one  page  of  common  letter  paper  each,  provided  the  matter 
is  strictly  of  a  private  nature.  Such  letters  must  be  examined  by  a 
reliable  non-commissioned  officer,  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
commanding  officer,  before  they  are  forwarded  or  delivered  to  the 
l)risouers. 

XVIII.  Prisoners  who  have  been  reported  to  the  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners  will  not  be  paroled  or  released  except  by  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.* 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  lliird  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisonrrn. 


OFFKiF-  Commissary-General  of  Prisoneks, 

Washington,  I).  C,  April  30,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Martindale, 

Military  Governor,  Washington,  I).  C.  : 
General  :  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  respect- 
fully to  request  that  all  the  invalid,  sick,  and  wounded  enlisted  pris- 
oners of  war  in  confinement  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  who  wish  to  be 
exchanged  and  who  will  not  soon  be  fit  for  service  may  be  forwarded 
to  Maior-General  Butler  at  Fort  Monroe.  The  flag  of-truce  boat  New 
York  is  now  at  Baltimore  preparing  to  take  the  invalids  from  that  city, 

"  Form  of  reiiort  (inoiitlily)  iicioiiiiiiiuying  tbis  circular  liere  omittc.l 
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and  should  it  be  desirable  that  those  from  this  city  should  be  sent  at 
the  san)e  time  I  will  detain  her  until  to  morrow  if  the  prisoners  from 
here  can  be  sent  by  the  morning  train.  There  are  two  or  three  insane 
prisoners  who  should  be  sent  by  this  opportunity  if  possible.  Please 
order  duplicate  parole-rolls  to  be  sent  with  them  and  an  ordinary  roll 
to  this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Gommismry-  General  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  20,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  Washington,  T>.  C: 

Instructions  in  regard  to  exchange  of  prisoners  received  and  will  be 
implicitly  followed.  I  assume,  however,  that  they  are  not  intended  to 
interfere  with  the  special  exchanges  of  sick  and  wounded  prisoners  on 
one  side  and  the  other  now  going  on. 

BBNJ.  F.  BUTLEB, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  20,  1864— 9.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Butlee,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

Receive  all  the  sick  and  wounded  the  Confederate  authorities  will 
send  you,  but  send  no  more  in  exchange. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Liev  tenant-  Genera  I. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  April  20,  1864. 
General  L.  Polk,  Dcmopolis,  Ala.: 

Send  promptly  to  Andersonville,  Ga.,  the  Yankee  prisoners  at  Oahaba 
and  all  others  that  may  be  captured.  The  present  guard  at  Oahaba 
must  go  with  the  prisoners  now  sent  and  will  remain  at  Andersonville. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  20, 1861. 
General  J.  H.  Winder,  Richmond,  Va.  ; 

Sir  :  Mr.  Ould  is  mistaken  in  his  statement  dated  April  14, 1864,  in 
regard  to  surgeons'  moneys.  The  only  surgeons  whose  cases  have  been 
referred  to  me  this  year  and  whose  money  was  in  my  possession  are  as 
follows: 


Jan.  27 . . 
Miir.  3  . . 

Do... 

Do... 

Do... 


Surg.  W.  Forrester 

Surg.  1).  Meeker 

Surg.F.Wolf 

Asst.  Snrg.  F.  H.  Patton . . . . 
Asst.  Surg.  D.  D.  Benedict 


a  Coin. 

1  have  Captain  Hatch's  receipts  for  these. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION  AND  CONPEDEKATE. 


77 


Tlie  balances  due  the  following-named  surgeons  were  tendered  tbem 
in  Confederate  notes  at  the  time  of  their  departure  in  November,  1863, 
but  the  money  was  refused  by  them  and  was  not  returned  to  me  until 
about  January  11,  1864: 


Kaiue. 


Surg.  W.  A.  Rodgers 

Surgeon  AVoudeu 

Surg.  O.  Q.  Herriok 

Surg.  J.McCunly 

Surg.  J.  M.  Coolfo 

Asst.  Surg.  S.  E.  Holtzmau 
Aast.  Surg.  C.  P.  O'Hanlon 
Asst.  Surg.  11.  S.  Griswold. 

Surg.  E.  M.  Seeley 

Surg.  W.  B.  McCiavran 

Awit.  Surg.  E.  M.  Howland 

Surg.  T.L.M  ague 

AHat.  Surg.  I  \  K.  Pomeroy . 
Asst.  Surg.  G.  E.  lianney  . . 
Aast.  Surg.  J.  X.  Miller 


$8U.  UO 
98.00 
45.00 
16.00 
49.  OU 
51.00 
84.00 
15.00 
72.00 

102.  00 
61.00 
55.00 
13.00 
21.00 
38.00 


$25. 00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
.50.00 
50.00 

a  50.  00 
50.00 

,     50. 00 


i.sa 


$74.  66 
00.85 
37.85 

7.85 
41.85 
43.85 
76.85 

7.85 
64.85 
94.85 
53.85 
47.85 

5.85 
13.85 
30.85 


a2  $10  gold. 

In  addition  to  those  above-mentioned  the  following  names  appear  on 
my  register.  The  kind  of  money  due  the  last  three  is  not  known,  as 
the  invoice  sent  by  the  officer  does  not  specify. 

There  has  never  been  any  requisition  for  this  money. 

Surgeon  Simpers - a  $5. 00 

Asst.  Surg.  H.  L.  Tierco o5.00 

Surg.  T.  C.  Smith 61.00 

Surg.  G.  P.  Ashmun,  420  coin,  $113  U.  S.  money,  leas  $27  U.  S.  money  and  $50    >   (  c20. 00 

(J.  S.  money )   lalS.85 

Surg.  H.  J.  Herrick,  $27. 50  coin  and  $86,  less  $86  U.  S.  money c  27. 50 

Asst.  Surg.  W.  D.  Fonts,  $175  IJ.  S.  money,  less  $.'50  C.  S.  money a  167. 85 

Asst.  Surg.  J.  T.  Luck '. c5. 00 

Dr.A.V.Ketchum "5.00 

Dr.  J.  Hamilton o3.63 

Asst.  Surg.  A.  M.  Parker dU.OO 

Asst.  Surg.  H.  C.  Steadman rflO.55 

Surg.  J.  D.  Schoales <il5.00 

Mr.  Ould  says,  "I  would  like  to  know  what  difficulty  there  is  in  the 
return  of  the  money  to  the  parties  (in  kind)  when  they  have  drawn 
none  of  it  and  where,  of  course,  there  was  no  need  of  converting  it  into 
Confederate  money." 

In  reply  I  say  there  is  no  difficulty  nor  has  there  ever  been,  and  I 
wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  prisoners'  moneys  have  never 
been  converted  except  at  their  own  recjuest,  and  when  the  deposits  have 
been  left  intact  they  have  always  been  paid  in  kind. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  MOKFIT, 
Captain  and  Asuistant  Quartermaster. 


Offick  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  J).  C,  April  31, 1804. 

Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Rock  Island,  Til.  : 

Colonel:  The  inclosed  letter  received  from  your  office  is  returned 
to  you  for  signature.*     I  take  this  opportunity  to  say  that  the  Quarter- 

nU.S.  money.         frC.S.  money.        tCoin.         ((Unknown.         »  See  April  16,  p.  59. 
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master-GeDeral  cannot  be  requested  to  authorize  Captain  Reynolds  to 
advance  the  funds  necessary  to  pay  the  expense  of  erecting  the  hospital 
for  the  prisoners  of  war.  In  your  last  report  on  the  extent  and  cost  of 
the  work  the  estimate  was  $24,000,  $0,000  more  than  the  first  estimate, 
and  the  continuance  of  the  work  was  authorized  with  the  understand- 
ing that  it  was  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  prison  fund,  and,  as  already 
some  $12,000  to  $15,000  of  the  fund  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase 
of  materials  and  for  labor,  it  was  expected  that  the  large  monthly  sav 
ings  would  readily  cover  the  balance  as  it  became  due.  It  appears 
from  your  present  report  that  there  is  yet  some  $30,000  to  be  paid. 
You  will  therefore  please  prepare  immediately  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  amount  of  the  prison  fund  thus  far  expended  on  the  buildings 
erected  and  in  progress,  showing  the  quantity  and  cost  of  the  different 
articles  purchased  and  the  amount  paid  for  labor.  State  also  the 
amount  of  material  on  hand,  what  amount  will  be  required,  and  what 
further  expenditures  will  be  necessary  to  complete  the  work.  If  any 
part  of  the  work  was  done  by  contract  state  what  the  contract  was 
with  all  the  particulars  so  that  the  matter  may  be  clearly  understood. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Tliird  Infantry  and  Commisnar {/-General  of  Prinonem. 


Sandttsky,  Ohio,  April  Ml,  1861. 
Colonel  Hoffman: 

Transportation  cannot  be  furnished  until  to-morrow,  when  they  will 
be  sent.  The  railway  company  liere  takes  the  contract  to  take  them 
through.  Shall  not  send  invalids  who  refuse  to  go  because  they  wish 
to  take  the  oath. 

H.  D.  TERRY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarteus  Akmibs  Confederate  States, 

Eichmond,  April  31,  1864. 
His  Excellency  /.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina^  Baleigh: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  recent  brilliant 
affair  at  Plymouth  under  the  leadership  of  the  young  North  Carolinian, 
Brigadier  General  Hoke.  May  we  have  many  more  such  to  refer  to 
hereafter  as  part  of  the  history  of  the  campaign  of  1864.  The  President 
directs  that  the  negroes  captured  by  our  forces  be  turned  over  to  you 
for  the  present,  and  he  requests  of  you  that  if  upon  investigation 
you  ascertain  that  any  of  them  belong  to  citizens  of  North  Carolina  you 
will  cause  them  to  be  restored  to  their  respective  owners.  If  any  are 
owned  in  other  States  you  will  please  communicate  to  me  their  number 
and  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  their  owners,  and  have  them 
retained  in  strict  custody  until  the  President's  views  in  reference  to 
such  may  be  conveyed  to  you.  To  avoid  as  far  as  possible  all  compli- 
cations with  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to 
the  disposition  which  will  be  made  of  this  class  of  prisoners,  the  Presi- 
dent respectfully  requests  Your  Excellency  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  have  the  matter  of  such  disposition  kept  out  of  tlie  newspapers  of 
the  State,  and  in  every  available  way  to  shun  its  obtaining  any  pub- 
licity as  far  as  consistent  with  the  proposed  restoration.    I  have  the 
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Ijouor  to  inclose  to  Your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  telegram*  just  received 
by  the  President  from  Colonel  Wood,  of  his  staff,  telling  of  some  of  the 
avails  of  our  victory  in  the  way  of  materials  and  personnel  captured 
from  the  enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

BKAXTON  BRAGG, 

General, 


Houston,  April  31, 1864. 
Capt.  W.  G.  Webb: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is 
Lis  desire  to  render  the  political  prisoners  under  your  charge  as  com- 
fortable as  the  times  and  circumstances  will  permit;  and  whereas  he 
does  not  deem  it  advisable  to  allow  them  too  many  privileges  nor  too 
much  latitude,  yet  he  is  willing  they  shall  be  permitted  such  articles  of 
luggage,  &c.,  as  will  conduce  to  their  comfort  and  such  exercise  as  will 
be  necessary  and  beneficial  to  their  health.  Not  more  than  two  will  be 
allowed  to  exercise  at  once.  Such  repairs  as  you  deem  necessary  to 
place  upon  the  prison  and  grounds  you  will  call  upon  the  post  quarter- 
master to  do.  The  necessary  expenditures  will  be  approved  at  these 
headquarters. 

He  does  not  desire  too  many  persons  of  the  family  to  visit  them  at 
once,  but  in  case  of  those  who  have  obtained  passports  so  to  do  you 
will  allow  the  privilege  to  such  an  extent  as  in  your  judgment  is  deemed 
advisable.  In  using  the  term  "one  visit"  it  was  intended  to  have  been 
written  "one  trip."  The  utmost  vigilance  must  be  used,  and  such  addi- 
tional inspections  of  quarters,  &c.,  as  Avill  prevent  their  reception  of 
firearms  or  other  instruments  by  which  to  effect  their  escape. 

In  regard  to  correspondence,  all  letters,  both  to  and  from  the  prison' 
ers,  must  be  forwarded  to  these  headquarters  for  perusal  before  reaching 
their  destination. 

L.  G.  ALDKIGH, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  April  22, 1864. 
His  Honor  Daniel  Collins,  Mayor,  Portsmouth,  Va. : 

SiE:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  addressed  to  the 
President,  proposing  to  visit  the  military  prisons  and  examine  the 
cases  of  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  with  a  view  to  the  release  of  those 
whom  you  can  vou:.u  for  and  recommend,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  it 
is  not  considered  exiiedient  to  grant  the  request,  as  prisoners  of  war 
are  afforded  every  opportunity  to  submit  their  cases  for  consideration 
and  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector- General. 


[April  23, 1864. — For  Grant  to  Butler,  relating  to  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIII,  p.  957.] 

« See  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  II,  p.  870. 
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New  York,  April  23, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  you  a  copy  of  a  statement  pub- 
lished by  me  of  the  manner  in  which  prisoners  are  treated  at  Belle 
Isle,  and  which  will  be  verified  by  any  of  the  prisoners  at  Camp  Parole, 
Annapolis.  I  assure  you  that  the  facts  stated  are  strictly  true  and  fall 
short  of  rather  than  exceed  the  frightful  reality. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect, 

W.  S.  TOLAND, 
Late  Q.  M.  Sergeant  83d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  or  9th  N.  Y.  State  Militia. 

[Inclosurc  ] 
PRISON  LIFE   AT  RICHMOND — ITS   CRUELTIES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Times  : 

I  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  on  the  7th  of  November  last  at 
Morrisville,  near  Kelly's  Ford,  on  the  Eappahannock,  and  was  confined 
for  four  months  on  Belle  Isle.  On  entering  Libby  Prison  we  were 
closely  searched  by  the  rebel  authorities,  and  most  of  the  prisoners 
robbed  of  whatever  money  they  had,  not  one  cent  of  which  they  ever 
saw  again.  On  the  14th  of  November  about  100  of  us  were  taken  from 
the  Libby  and  marched  to  Belle  Isle,  reaching  there  about  9  a.  m.  The 
prisoners  collected  on  the  bank  on  all  sides  of  the  inclosure  to  meet  us, 
and  such  a  collection  of  woebegone,  miserable,  starving  men  I  never 
beheld.  We  were  marched  inside  of  the  gate  and  turned  loose  like  so 
many  cattle,  to  find  a  resting  place  where  we  could;  shelter  there  was 
none. 

The  whole  inclosure  does  not  comprise  more  than  four  acres,  and 
within  it  more  than  8,000  prisoners  were  at  one  time  confined.  The 
only  shelter  was  tents,  generally  worn  out  and  leaky;  and  during  the 
whole  winter  hundreds,  and  sometimes  more  than  a  thousand  men, 
were  obliged  to  sleep  in  the  open  air  on  the  ground  and  in  ditches. 
The  coldest  winter  days,  the  thermometer  down  to  5  or  8,  irom  200  to 
500  men  were  invariably  sent  over  from  Libby  Prison,  where  they  bad 
been  all  winter  under  shelter  and  had  sold  their  clothing  to  procure 
food.  Some  walked  the  weary  night,  some  laid  down  and  died,  some 
went  raving  mad.  Forty  men  were  brought  out  one  morning  to  the 
surgeon  frozen  in  different  ways,  two  of  them  dead. 

The  medical  attendance  was  a  farce,  and  when  all  chance  of  living 
was  past  the  patients  were  carried  over  to  Richmond  to  die.  Those  who 
died  on  the  island  were  buried  without  attendance  of  friends  or  cere- 
mony of  any  kind.  Their  bodies  sometimes  lay  for  a  week  exposed  to  the 
weather,  trampled  on  by  dogs  and  hogs.  Each  prisoner  was  allowed 
one-quarter  of  a  loaf  of  corn  bread  in  the  morning  and  one-third  of 
a  loaf  at  night,  with  half  a  pint  of  black  beans,  the  latter  wormy  and 
unfit  to  eat;  the  bread  half  baked  and  calculated  to  produce  irritation 
and  sickness  instead  of  sustaining  life. 

Not  one-fourth  of  the  rations  sent  by  the  United  States  in  November 
ever  reached  the  prisoners,  and  no  sanitary  stores  were  ever  delivered 
on  Belle  Isle;  only  200  out  of  4,000  express  boxes  were  delivered  there, 
and  the  night  before  we  were  sent  away  the  guards  of  the  Libby  were 
selling  us  crackers  from  our  own  express  boxes  at  $5  per  pound.  Men 
would  eagerly  gather  up  bones,  crumbs,  potato  parings,  and  any  article 
of  food  however  loathsome,  killing  and  eating  dogs  to  satisfy  their 
hunger.  The  Western  army  stripped  our  men  of  almost  every  article 
of  clothing  and  sent  them  nearly  naked  to  Eichmond;  but  I  have  never 
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heard  any  outrages  of  this  kind  attributed  to  the  soldiers  of  General 
Lee's  army,  and  after  three  years'  intercourse  on  the  bloody  soil  of  Vir- 
ginia I  give  them  credit  for  being  honorable  foes  who  would  scorn  to 
injure  defenseless  prisoners. 

The  clothing  sent  by  the  United  States  was  fairly  delivered,  but  the 
hungry  prisoners  sold  most  of  it  to  the  guards,  who  are  now  enjoying 
the  benefit  of  it.  The  guards  were  not  generally  cruel  to  the  prisoners, 
but  were  under  no  restraint  whatever  and  would  sometimes  shoot  them 
down  without  provocation.  The  lieutenant  in  charge  of  Belle  Isle  was 
a  humane  man,  but  allowed  a  cruel  and  brutal  subordinate  to  tyran- 
nize over  and  persecute  the  unfortunate  prisoners. 

I  have  carefully  avoided  exaggeration  in  making  this  statement, 
which  cau  be  corroborated  by  the  affidavits  of  2,000  prisoners  at  Camp 
Parole.  I  make  it  unwillingly  and  only  from  a  sacred  sense  of  duty  to 
my  miserable  comrades  yet  in  captivity,  and  to  the  memory  of  hundreds 
of  brave  men  who  had  escaped  unharmed  from  many  a  battle  field  and 
have  been  brought  Into  the  hideous  inclosure  of  Belle  Isle  in  the  prime 
of  life  and  health  to  die  by  slow  torture  and  a  dog's  death. 

W.  S.  TOLAND, 
Ninth  Regiment  New  York  State  Militia, 

[First  indorsement.) 

War  Department,  April  23, 1864. 
Kespectfully  referred   to  the   commissioner   for  the  exchange   of 
prisoners  for  remark. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  29, 1864. 

EespectfuUy  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

No  reports  have  been  made  to  this  office  of  the  manner  in  which 
prisoners  have  been  treated  by  the  rebels  at  Belle  Isle,  but  from  notices 
in  the  newspapers,  made  from  representations  of  paroled  prisoners, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  statements  made  in  the 
within  communication,  but  to  guard  against  mistake  I  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  the  testimony  of  some  of  the  most  intelligent  paroled  prison- 
ers recently  arrived  at  Baltimore  be  taken  as  to  the  treatment  they 
received,  and  if  the  within  statement  is  sustained  I  respectfully  sug- 
gest as  a  means  of  compelling  the  rebels  to  adopt  a  less  barbarous 
])olicy  toward  the  prisoners  in  their  hands  that  the  rebel  officers  at 
Johnson's  Island  be  allowed  only  half  rations;  that  their  clothing  be 
reduced  to  what  is  only  sufficient  to  cover  their  nakedness,  and  that 
they  be  denied  the  privilege  of  purchasing  the  articles  allowed  to  other 

prisoners. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  wnd  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners. 


Alton,  III.,  April  23, 1864. 
Col.  William  Weer, 

Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post,  Alton,  111. : 
Colonel:  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  on 
the  18th  of  February  last  I  addressed  you  a  communication  in  which, 
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by  authority  of  the  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners,  I  made  the  follow- 
ing requests,  viz,  that  the  female  prisoners  then  confined  in  the  prison 
under  your  command  be  removed  to  quarters  more  appropriate  to  their 
sex;  that  a  more  eflBicient  system  of  police  be  enforced  within  the  prison; 
that  additional  facilities  for  supplying  the  prison  with  water  be  provided; 
that  it  be  ordered  that  all  prison  blankets  and  bedding  be  properly  and 
daily  aired;  that  the  prison  sinks  be  cleansed  and  their  communication 
with  the  main  sewer  cleared;  that  the  present  apology  for  a  dead-house 
be  repaired  and  rendered  fit  for  its  purpose;  that  the  prisoners'  grave- 
yard be  fenced  in  and  kept  in  repair.  To  these  requests  you  at  the 
time  promised  prompt  attention. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  inspection,  March  31,  finding  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  first,  and  to  some  extent  of  the  second,  no  attention 
had  been  paid  to  these  requests,  I  again  called  your  attention  to  them. 
At  my  present  visit  I  still  find  that,  with  the  above-mentioned  exceptions, 
no  attention  whatever  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  these  points. 

The  police  of  the  prison  is  especially  bad  in  every  part,  with  the 
exception  of  the  prisoners'  mess-room  and  the  hospital.  The  means  of 
supplying  the  prison  with  water  are  entirely  inadequate.  The  prison- 
ers' clothing  and  bedding  are  filthy.  The  condition  of  the  sinks  is  such 
that  they  cannot  but  be  a  pregnant  source  of  disease;  the  drain  leading 
from  them  is  defective  in  some  portion  of  its  course,  permitting  the 
fecal  matter  and  urine  to  exude  to  the  surface  near  the  liospital  kitchen, 
filling  the  air  with  offensive  effluvia  and  rendering  OJie  of  the  hospital 
wards  untenable,  necessitating  the  removal  of  the  ])atieuts  from  it,  and 
thereby  overcrowding  the  remaining  ward.  There  is  no  dead-house  or 
other  proper  place  for  depositing  the  dead  in  the  interim  between  death 
and  burial,  nor  is  there  any  place  in  which  post-mortem  examinations 
can  be  properly  made  in  such  cases  where  the  surgeon  in  charge 
may  consider  this  necessary.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  prisoners' 
grave-yard  remains  in  a  dilapidated  condition. 

The  roof  of  the  hospital  ward  known  as  the  "convalescent"  ward  is 
in  so  defective  a  condition  that  the  ward  is  flooded  at  every  rain,  to 
the  manifest  detriment  and  discomfort  of  the  patients.  Of  this  I  had 
abundant  evidence  at  the  time  of  my  visit  during  the  rain  of  yesterday. 
Your  attention  has  been  called  to  this  matter  in  communications  from 
the  surgeon  in  charge.  A  comparatively  trifling  expenditure  will 
remedy  this  matter  and  conduce  greatly  to  the  welfare  and  comfort  of 
the  patients. 

You  have  required  the  removal  of  the  surgeon's  office  and  store-room 
from  the  main  prison  building  for  suflicient  reason,  no  doubt,  but  no 
proper  quarters  have  been  assigned  instead,  and  I  yesterday  found  them 
located  in  a  little  shed  off  the  abandoned  hospital  ward,  where  the  hos- 
pital stores,  &c.,  are  nearly  as  much  exposed  to  the  weather  as  if 
without  any  shelter  at  all. 

All  this  should  be  remedied  at  once,  and  should  have  been  so  long 
since.  That  I  am  fully  authorized  in  making  this  request  you  have 
been  made  aware  by  a  view  of  my  instructions  from  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  and  of  which  instructions  the  following  are 
extracts : 

*  •  *  You  will  also  examine  into  the  general  sanitary  conditiou  of  the  places 
you  visit  and  make  such  suggestions  of  measures  for  improvements  as  you  may  think 
proper. 

Having  visited  the  several  stations  you  will  on  your  return  again  visit  them  and 
see  that  the  measures  suggested  have  been  properly  carried  out. 

*  *     *    But  all  practicable  arrangements  for  cleanliness  in  their  persons,  their 
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clothinj»,  their  bedding,  aud  of  tbo  hoHpital,  and  for  protection  against  the  weather 
should  bii  made  as  far  as  the  buildings  occupied  and  the  means  at  command  will 
allow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLAKK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War, 


ItlCHMOND,  April  23,  1864. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  the  Honorable  Secretary  to  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  a  communication,  marked  A,  addressed  by  me  to  him 
on  ])ecember  2, 1862,*  in  relation  to  an  application  substantially  similar 
to  that  of  General  Schofleld,t  though  coming  from  our  own  people. 

I  still  entertain  the  views  therein  expressed.  I  beg  leave  to  urge,  in 
addition,  that  the  proposition  of  General  Schofleld  stands  upon  no  prin- 
ciple. I  have  constantly  urged  that  the  matter  of  the  arrest  and  deten- 
tion of  non-combatants  within  the  territory  of  the  adverse  party  should 
be  determined  by  some  rule  to  be  mutually  observed.  The  only  answer 
I  have  ever  received  has  been  an  offer  now  and  then  for  one  or  more 
special  exchanges  similar  to  the  present.  The  men  in  Schofleld's  cus- 
tody were  unlawfully  arrested.  They  are  as  unlawfully  detained.  They 
owe  no  allegiance  to  his  Government.  They  are  non-combatants, 
arrested  in  most  instances  to  secure  the  discharge  of  disloyal  people 
who  had  offended  against  our  laws. 

The  Yankees,  of  course,  are  anxious  to  make  some  arrangement  to 
relieve  from  punishment  parties  whom  they  have  prompted  to  acts  of 
disloyalty  and  treason.  Their  purpose  in  this  very  application  is,  in 
the  event  of  its  favorable  consideration  by  the  Confederate  authorities, 
to  incite  unwilling  conscripts  to  refuse  obedience  to  our  laws  by  show- 
ing that  in  the  event  of  their  arrest  they  will  be  released  by  means  of 
hostages. 

Moreover,  this  proposition  is  confined  to  only  one  military  command. 
There  is  no  guarantee  that  it  will  not  be  repudiated  by  the  next  mil- 
itary commander  of  the  same  district.  Indeed,  General  Schofleld  him- 
self gives  no  positive  assurance  that  our  friends  whom  he  proposes  to 
release  will  not  again  be  arrested,  even  while  he  remains  in  command. 

The  Yankees  have  never  yet  kept  faith  in  this  matter.  They  have 
violated  every  promise  they  have  made.  So  constantly  has  this  been 
the  case  that  now  I  begin  to  look  upon  every  proposition  of  release 
which  they  make  as  a  certain  signal  of  new  outrages.  I  venture  the 
prediction  that  if  this  proposal  is  accepted  they  will  immediately  carry 
out  in  Tennessee  what  they  have  already  begun  elsewhere — the  arrest 
of  every  man  within  conscript  age  who  is  believed  or  even  suspected 
to  be  friendly  to  our  cause. 

Acting  upon  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  received  from  you  on  the 
'21  St  of  October,  1863,  being  the  last  time  that  the  subject  of  the  arrest 
and  detention  of  non-combatants  was  under  discussion  between  the 
agents  of  exchange,  I  wrote  to  General  Meredith  as  follows: 

As  far  as  the  arrest  of  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  by  our  authorities  is  con- 
cerned, we  will  submit  to  no  interference  in  any  way  by  the  Federal  Government. 
It  is  a  matter  with  which  you  have  nothing  to  do.  The  Confederate  authorities  do 
not  iutertere  with  your  arrests  of  yonr  own  people,  no  matter  what  injustice  has 
been  done  to  them.  Any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  interfere 
in  cases  which  only  concern  our  authorities  and  the  people  of  these  Confederate 

*  See  Ould  to  Seddon,  Vol.  V,  this  series,  p.  776. 

t  Sec  Schotield  to  Longstreet,  March  23,  Vol.  VI,  this  series,  ji.  1083. 
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States  may  bo  justly  styled  impertinent  and  meddlesome.  As  far,  however,  as  the 
arrestx  of  citizens  of  the  .adverse  party  is  concerned  we  are  at  all  times  ready  to  adopt 
any  fair  and  reciprocal  rule. 

I  know  it  may  appear  ungracious  to  recommend  any  rule  which  leaves 
any  number  of  our  people  to  suffer,  even  for  a  time,  in  Northern  dun- 
geons. Yet  that  is  only  one  of  the  many  forms  of  wrong  and  outrage 
which  our  cruel  enemy  inflicts  upon  us.  The  brave  hearts  that  are  true 
to  the  honor  and  independence  of  these  Statet,  would  willingly  endure 
greater  calamities  rather  than  see  the  Government  they  honor  and 
revere  yield  one  inch  to  the  unjust  pretensions  of  a  malignant  foe. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ItO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Daniel  Davis,  second  lieutenant  Company  K,  Seventeenth  Eegiment 
Virginia  Cavalry,  captured  by  the  enemy  whilst  recruiting,  court-mar- 
tialed and  sentenced  to  fifteen  years'  confinement  \\i  Fort  Warren.* 

[Indorsement.] 

APEIL  23,  1864. 

Eeturned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

The  facts  as  herein  stated  are  true,  except  that  the  punishment  of 
fifteen  years  at  hard  labor  was  a  commutation  of  the  death  penalty. 
Since  our  action  in  the  cases  of  Corbin  and  McGraw  the  Yankees  have 
not  executed  any  of  our  ofiBcers  or  men  for  recruiting  within  their 
(so-called)  lines.  Some,  however,  have  been  sentenced  to  hard  labor. 
Major  Armesy  and  Lieutenant  Davis  are  two  of  these.  Captain  Gordon, 
who  was  tried  under  the  same  charge,  is  still  under  sentence  of  death, 
subject  to  an  indefinite  reprieve.  I  most  earnestly  recommend  that  an 
equal  number  of  Federal  oflRcers  be  selected  and  subjected  to  like  treat- 
ment. I  respectfully  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  make  this 
selection  from  oiBcers  who  have  been  arrested  by  our  forces  charged 
with  recruiting  within  our  lines.  There  are  several  of  these.  The  only 
objection  I  see  to  this  is  the  fact  that  these  parties  are  Tennesseeans, 
and  it  might  be  doubtfnl  whether  the  Yankees  care  enough  about  them 
to  inquire  into  the  policy  of  releasing  our  people. 

[KO.  OULD.] 

Alton.  III.,  April  24, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  1).  C. 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
inspection  of  the  U.  S.  military  prison  at  thii  place: 

Police. — Tlie  general  police  of  the  prison  is  especially  bad  in  every 
part,  only  excelling  the  prisoners'  mess-room  and  the  hospital. 

Water. — The  means  in  use  for  supplying  the  prison  with  water  are 
entirely  inadequate,  viz,  one  six-mule  team  conveying  the  water  in  bar- 
rels from  the  river  to  the  prison. 

Prisoners. — The  prisoners  in  quarters  are  dirty  both  in  person  and 
clothing.  Their  bedding  is  foul  and  full  of  vermin,  being  seldom  washed 
or  properly  aired. 

Sinks. — The  condition  of  the  sinks  is  horrible.  They  are  full  almost 
to  overflowing;  the  drain  by  which  they  communicate  with  the  main 

*  Papers  in  this  case  not  found ;  but  see  General  Orders,  No.  3i)7,  Vol.  VI,  this  series 
p.  708. 
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sewer  is  choked  and  in  one  portion  of  its  course  it  is  defective,  allowing 
the  contained  filth  to  exude  to  the  surface,  filling  the  air  with  offensive 
effluvia.  This  place  is  near  the  hospital  kitchen  door.  It  has  necessi- 
tated the  abandoning  of  one  of  the  hospital  wards,  which  can  be  but 
illy  spared,  and  poisons  the  atmosphere  of  the  whole  jirison.  An  inef- 
fectual attempt  has  been  made  to  counteract  the  evil  by  the  use  of 
chloride  of  lime  and  other  disinfectants  instead  of  proceeding  in  the 
proper  manner  by  at  once  cleansing  the  sinks  and  clearing  their  com- 
munication with  the  main  sewer. 

Dead-house. — There  is  no  dead-house;  the  dead  are  placed  before 
burial  in  an  open  shed  beside  one  of  the  prison  quarters.  No  place  is 
provided  in  which  post-mortem  examinations  can  be  made. 

HOSPITAL. 

But  one  hospital  ward,  with  a  proper  capacity  of  abouj;  fifty  beds,  is 
now  in  use,  the  other,  the  best  one,  being  rendered  untenable  by  the 
defective  sink  drain.  The  roof  of  the  ward  in  use  is  in  a  very  dilapi- 
dated condition,  leaking  in  every  direction  when  it  rains.  At  the  time 
of  my  visit  yesterday  during  a  rain-storm  the  water  stood  in  pools 
about  the  floor  and  many  of  the  beds  had  to  be  covered  with  rubber 
blankets  to  keep  the  patients  dry.  I  had  not  been  informed  of  this 
before,  but  the  surgeon  in  charge  has  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
manding officer  to  the  fact  iu  several  communications  without  effect. 

Police,  &c. — The  sick  in  hospital  are  clean,  well  clad,  and  comfortable. 
They  show  evidence  of  good  care.  The  hospital  clothing,  bedding,  and 
utensils  are  clean  and  iu  good  order.  The  ward  is  well  policed.  The 
kitchen  and  utensils  clean  and  in  good  order,  though  nearly  untenable 
from  the  stench  arising  from  the  sink  drain. 

New  hospital. — I  hear  rumors  of  a  new  prison  hospital  being  built; 
by  whose  authority  I  know  not.  It  is  unnecessary.  The  present  accom- 
modations, if  placed  in  repair,  are  ample  when  the  prison  is  not  over- 
crowded. 

Office,  &c. — The  hospital  office  and  medical  store-room  were  until 
recently  in  the  main  prison  building.  The  commanding  officer  has 
lately  required  the  surgeon  iu  charge  to  vacate  these  rooms  without 
assigning  others  in  their  stead,  and  1  found  them  yesterday  located  in 
a  little  shed  oft'  the  abandoned  ward,  there  being  no  other  available 
place.  In  their  present  location  the  hospital  stores,  of  which  a  three- 
months'  supply  has  just  been  received,  are  nearly  as  much  exposed  to 
the  weather  and  to  depredation  as  if  without  any  shelter  at  all. 

Female  nurses. — Four  Sisters  of  Charity  are  acting  as  nurses  in  the 
hospital,  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer.  They  reside  outside  the 
prison  and  draw  rations  for  themselves  and  one  cook. 

Variola  hospital. — There  are  now  but  two  patients  on  the  island  and 
they  are  convalescing.    Everything  here  is  in  excellent  order. 

Summary  of  sick  report  for  month  of  March,  1864:  Eemainiug  sick 
at  last  report,  201;  taken  sick,  1,159;  aggregate,  1,360.  Eeturiied  to 
quarters,  1,183;  died,  51;  remaining  in  hospital,  75;  remaining  in  quar- 
ters, 51 ;  per  cent,  of  deaths  to  aggregate  sick,  .0375 ;  average  daily  sick, 
hospital,  83;  average  daily  sick,  quarters,  47. 

Number  sick  in  hospital  April  23,  53;  in  quarters,  39. 

Smallpox  report:  Cases,  March  1  to  31, 32;  deaths, March  1  to  31, 11 ; 
cases,  April  1  to  23,  4;  deaths,  April  1  to  23,  2;  cases  remaining  April 
23,  2, 
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Abstract  of  hospital  fund  for  March,  1864: 

Balance  due  last  month $974. 11 

4,070  rations  at  18  cents,  due 732.60 

1,  706.  71 

Issues $379.78 

Purchases 374. 39 

754. 17 

Balance  due 952.  .54 

Expenditures  were  judiciously  made  and  almost  entirely  for  articles 
of  extra  diet. 

lu  relation  to  the  late  difficulty  in  obtaining  provisions  for  the  sick 
in  hospital,  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  commanding  officer  to  sign  the 
l)rovision  return,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  report*  on 
the  subject  from  the  surgeon  in  charge.  It  appears  that  for  five  days 
the  sick  in  hospital  were  entirely  without  rations,  excepting  such  as 
were  obtained  from  day  to  day  from  the  prison  mess-room.  The  com- 
manding officer  while  in  a  state  of  intoxication  refused  to  sign  the 
return  because  of  a  fancied  error,  and  then  left  his  post  for  several 
days,  leaving  the  return  unsigned  and  authorizing  no  one  to  act  in  his 
stead  during  his  absence.  That  this  is  the  fact  is  stated  by  several  of 
his  officers.  I  have  called  on  the  issuing  commissary,  Capt.  R.  O. 
Rutherford,  who  confirms  the  statements,  so  far  as  coming  within  his 
knowledge,  made  by  Doctor  Worrall.  He  also  furnished  me  the 
accompanying  copy*  of  the  disputed  provision  return  as  signed  by  the 
post  adjutant,  by  order  of  Colonel  Weer,  March  21.  Captain  Ruther- 
ford states  that  for  some  time  after  Colonel  Weer  assumed  command 
of  the  prison  the  provision  returns  were  signed  by  the  post  adjutant. 
Shortly  before  the  difficulty  occurred  Colonel  Weer  directed  the  com- 
missary to  recognize  no  papers  not  signed  by  him  in  person.  This 
order  has  since  been  rescinded. 

It  appears  to  be  the  evidence  of  nearly  all  the  officers  at  the  post 
that  the  commanding  officer  is  frequently  so  much  under  the  influence 
of  liquor  as  to  be  utterly  unfit  for  duty.  Charges  have  been  preferred 
against  him,  and  I  understand  that  a  court  of  inquiry  has  been  held  in 
his  case  by  order  of  General  Rosecrans. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  prison  may  soon  be  placed  under  command 
of  an  efficient  officer,  for  as  it  is  matters  are  going  from  bad  to  worse. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 

Addendum. — Present  number  of  prisoners:  Prisoners  of  war,  643; 
civilians,  124;  Federal,  145;  total,  812. 
Prison  fund  March  31, 1864,  $10,506.40. 


Fort  Delaware,  April  25, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

The  quartermaster  at  Baltimore  telegraphs  me  that  steamer  Essex 
is  not  there,  nor  does  he  know  any  steamer  to  leave  there  for  this  place. 
Prisoners  awaiting  transportation  since  20th  instant. 

A.  SCHOEPP, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

'  Omitted.    Material  facts  embodied  in  this  report. 
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Office  OommissaeyGeneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  35, 1864.    ■ 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va,  : 
The  prisoners  at  Port  Delaware  have  been  ready  for  the  Essex  since 
the  20th.     When  can  she  go  for  them  ?    " 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Alton,  III.,  April  25, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,]).  C: 

Colonel  :  I  forwarded  my  report  of  inspection  of  the  military  prison 
at  this  place  yesterday,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed 
by  me  to  Colonel  Weer  in  reference  to  the  repairs,  &c.,  required  to  make 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  prison  what  it  should  be.  I  had  been 
unable  to  obtain  an  interview  with  Colonel  Weer  until  after  my  report 
had  been  sent  oft'.  I  then  met  him,  when  he  showed  me  a  communica- 
tion from  you  which  leads  me  to  think  that  I  may  have  placed  a  wrong 
interpretation  on  your  telegram  of  March  9,  instructing  me  to  "order 
no  buildings  or  other  improvements  without  your  approval."  I  under- 
stood this  to  refer  only  to  additional  buildings,  &c.,  and  not  to  restrict 
me  from  directing  the  necessary  repairs  on  hospital  buildings  and  san- 
itary appliances,  as  sinks,  &c.,  iii  accordance  with  your  instructions  to 
nie  of  25th  and  28th  of  December,  1863. 

Colonel  Weer  states  that  he  wrote  to  you,  asking  for  authority  to  make 
the  necessary  expenditures  in  carrying  out  the  suggestions  made  by  me 
February  18,  and  that  in  reply  you  directed  him  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  required.  On  asking  him  if  he  had  made  the  required 
estimate,  he  replied  that  he  had  not,  considering  it  to  be  the  surgeon's 
duty  to  do  so.  That  officer,  however,  had  received  no  instructions  in 
the  matter. 

The  sinks  of  this  prison  are  in  horrible  condition,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  and  need  attention  immediately,  as  does  also  the  i-oof  of  the  hos- 
pital ward.  Have  1  authority  to  direct  such  matters  as  this,  or  am  I  to 
consider  your  telegram  of  9th  ultimo  as  rescinding  that  portion  of  your 
previous  instructions? 

Colonel  Weer  telegraphed  you  yesterday,  asking  for  instructions  to 
make  the  necessary  expenditure  in  carrying  out  my  suggestions.  At 
his  request  I  also  signed  the  telegram. 

In  justice  to  Colonel  Weer  I  must  say  that  when  he  is  himself  he 
appears  anxious  to  do  his  full  duty.  In  explanation  of  his  act  of  remov- 
ing the  surgeon  from  his  quarters  in  the  main  prison  building,  the  col 
onel  stated  that  Doctor  Worrall  had  taken  possession  of  the  same 
without  authority;  that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  fact  of  no  proper  place 
having  been  provided  for  the  medical  stores,  as  the  surgeon  had  made 
no  application  for  the  same.  He  at  once  ordered  a  room  in  the  main 
building  to  be  prepared  and  turned  over  to  the  surgeon  for  the  purpose. 

Colonel  Weer  has  taken  offense  at  the  surgeon  in  charge,  and  they  do 
not  work  together.  Doctor  Worrall  is  an  old  man  and  apparently  not 
very  well  posted  in  his  military  duties,  but  anxious  to  do  his  duty  fully, 
and,  well  assisted  as  he  is  by  his  assistants,  his  hospital  is  in  fully  as 
satisfactory  condition  as  the  circumstances  will  allow. 
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I  sliall  wait  till  to-morrow  afternoon  for  Colonel  Weer  to  receive  an 
answer  to  his  telegram  and  then  leave  for  Indianapolis  and  Louisville. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  OLAKK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  I'risonern  of  War. 


Special  Obdess,  )  Hdqrs,  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  113.  \  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  25,  18G4. 

******  * 

8.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  T.  Copeland,  with  his  adjutant-general,  will 
repair  without  delay  to  Alton,  111.,  and  assume  command  of  that  post. 

9.  The  Thirteenth  Regiment  Illinois  Cavalry,  now  stationed  at  Benton 
Barracks,  will  proceed  to  and  take  post  at  Alton,  111. 

By  command  of  Major-Geiieral  Rosecrans : 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  April  25,  1S(>4.- 
Peter  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Mobile,  Ala.  : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo,  inclosing  report  of  evidence  in 
the  cases  of  Fogg,  J.  D.  Suttles,  Thomas  Vaughn,  and  Thomas  Brown, 
has  been  received  and  considered. 

In  the  case  of  Fogg  the  testimony  submitted  hardly  establishes  a 
treasonable  design  to  impair  the  military  power  of  the  Government  by 
destroying  or  attempting  to  destroy  the  property  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  therefore  does  not  show  a  cause  for  detention  under  the 
thirteenth  paragraph  of  the  act  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  of  February  15, 1864.  The  case  is  one  of  larceny  arising 
under  the  State  laws  of  Mississippi,  and  the  person  charged  had  better 
be  sent  back  to  State  for  trial  under  those  laws.  The  acts  of  the 
United  States  and  Confederate  States  seem  to  limit  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  courts  of  the  Confederacy  in  the  punishment  of  crimes  of  this 
nature  to  places  in  which  the  Confederate  States  have  jurisdiction  by 
a  cession  from  the  State.  If  this  man  be  in  the  military  service  he 
would  be  liable  under  the  military  law  and  the  act  that  creates  the 
military  courts,  but  it  is  not  stated  in  the  report  that  he  is  in  the  mili- 
tary service. 

In  the  cases  of  Suttles,  Vaughn,  and  Brown  the  testimony  shows 
that  they  were  banded  with  others  to  encourage  desertion  and  to  pro- 
tect and  harbor  deserters,  and  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  that 
the  combination  is  with  the  design  to  assist  the  enemy,  and  there  is 
some  reason  to  suppose  that  they  are  organized  under  a  commission 
from  the  Federal  authorities.  The  district  court  of  the  Confederate 
States  is  not  held  with  regularity  in  Mississippi,  and  the  persons  can- 
not be  tried  in  that  State  owing  to  the  conditions  of  the  country.  As 
soon  as  it  can  be  done  an  examination  had  better  be  had  before  a  com- 
missioner of  the  C.  S.  court,  and  the  necessary  proceedings  initiated  to 
have  the  parties  brought  to  trial.  In  the  meanwhile  they  may  be  held 
in  custody  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the  privilege  of 
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the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  certain  cases,"  published  in  General 
Orders,  No.  31,  from  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
March  10, 1864.  ' 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


ij.  S.  Military  Prison,  Ohibp  Surgeon's  Office, 

Andersonvillc,  April  ar,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  Marcus  J.  Wright,  C.  S.  Army: 

General:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  total  number  of 
patients  treated  up  to  date  is  2,697,  with  718  deaths.  The  large  ratio 
of  mortality  is  due  to  the  debilitated  condition  in  which  many  of  the 
prisoners  were  when  admitted  into  the  prison,  having  been  confined  for 
a  long  time  in  other  prisons,  and  to  the  absence  of  proper  hospital 
accommodation,  the  construction  of  which  has  been  prevented  by  the 
difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  lumber,  and  smallpox  was  intro- 
duced into  the  prison  by  prisoners  sent  from  Richmond,  Va.  Vaccina- 
tion has  been  resorted  to;  the  disease  has  not  spread  to  any  great 
extent,  and  is  now  on  the  decline.  Tlie  sick  are  treated  in  tents,  of 
which  there  is  an  inadequate  supply.  The  present  location  of  the  hos- 
pital is  objectionable  for  the  following  reasons:  The  drainage  from  the 
sinks  of  the  prison  passes  through  the  hospital  grounds;  the  contiguity 
to  the  prisoners  will  disseminate  disease  amongst  them.  The  hospital 
being  within  the  stockade  hospital  bedding  and  diet  and  other  supplies 
for  the  comfort  of  the  sick  and  wounded  are  stolen  by  the  prisoners, 
and  the  impossibility  of  keeping  them  out  of  the  hospital  is  a  source 
of  annoyance  to  the  sick. 

I  therefore  most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  hospital  be  placed  out- 
side of  the  stockade,  and  erected  on  a  site  adjacent  admirably  adapted 
to  the  purjjose. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 

Chief  Surgeon. 


0.  S.  Military  Prison, 
Gamp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  April  ^5,  1864. 
General  M.  J.  Wright,  G.  S.  Army: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  great  difficulty  I  have  had 
in  procuring  an  adequate  supply  of  lumber  tor  the  construction  of 
necessary  hospital,  commissary,  and  other  buildings.  Since  authority 
to  impress  lumber  has  been  given  me  this  trouble  has  been  removed  and 
now  transportation  for  this  lumber  is  the  only  obstacle.  I  have  also 
had  great  difficulty  in  procuring  necessary  working  implements  and 
nails,  and  am  still  unsupplied.  If  I  could  succeed  in  getting  the  neces- 
sary lumber,  nails,  and  tools  I  could  put  these  buildings  up  very  rapidly, 
as  i  have  no  lack  of  mechanical  force. 

The  troops  here  are  suffering  much  for  the  want  of  tents.    I  have 
used  every  effort  in  my  power  to  obtain  them,  but  without  success. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1?.  B.  WINDEi;, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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Headquarters  Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  April  26, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Colonel  :  Previous  to  the  arrival  of  rebel  ofiScers  at  this  post  you 
inquired  how  many  I  could  accommodate,  aud  1  replied  1,500,  thiuking 
that  the  prisoners  from  Johnson's  Island  would  be  sent  here  and  occupy 
all  the  old  barracks,  but,  as  you  have  only  sent  335,  they  necessarily 
occupy  these  barracks  to  the  exclusion  of  about  2,000  enlisted  men,  the 
great  majority  of  which  class  Avill  probably  be  taken  in  the  impending 
battles,  and  if  you  desire  to  have  them  kept  separated  I  respectfully 
suggest  that  either  all  the  officers  be  removed  to  another  depot  or  none 
but  officers  sent  here  after  filling  the  new  barracks,  which  will  accom- 
modate about  1,000  more  enlisted  men. 

Very  resijectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPP, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  26,  1864. 
Myers,  Esq.,  HerBrittanic  Majesty's  Consul,  Norfolk,  Va. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  note  of  the  23d  instant  by 
inclosing  a  report  of  my  provost-marshal  upon  the  subject  as  furnishing 
you  with  all  the  information  in  my  power. 

As  fast  as  we  can  examine  and  find  out  about  these  men  we  discharge 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BBNJ.  P.  BUTLEU, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[iDCloaurc] 

Provost -Marshal's  Office, 
Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  25,  1864. 
Major-General  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  of  the  126  prisoners 
received  on  March  13  from  the  navy,  reported  as  captured  on  the 
blockade  runners  Don,  Scotia,  and  Mary  Ann,  1  have  up  to  this  time 
released  1)5,  leaving  31  still  in  my  custody.  The  examination  of  those 
remaining  is  progressing,  and  as  soon  as  it  can  be  shown  satisfactorily 
that  they  are  subjects  of  a  foreign  power  they  will  be  released. 

The  31  still  in  custody  claim  to  be  citizens  of  Great  Britain — 15  of 
these  men  of  the  Scotia  aud  16  of  the  Mary  Ann. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CASSBLS, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp,  Provost-Marshal. 


Port  Monroe,  April  26,  1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman: 

Because  of  the  exigencies  of  the  service  I  was  not  able  to  send  the 
Essex  back  to  Port  Delaware — she  having  been  sent  to  Fort  Monroe 
by  Major  Mulford — so  that  the  sick  and  wounded  there  will  have  to 
remain  for  the  present. 

BENJ.  P.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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0.  S.  Military  Prison, 
Andersonvilte,  Ga,,  April  26, 1864. 
Surg.  Gen.  S.  I*.  Moore,  C.  S,  Army: 

Sir:  Your  coininunication  of  the  15th  instant,  acknowledging  receipt 
of  sanitary  report  and  asking  if  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
ofticer  had  been  called  to  the  police  of  the  camp,  is  at  hand. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  evil  has  been  remedied, 
and  the  condition  of  the  camp  at  the  time  of  the  report  was  no  fault 
of  the  commanding  oflBcer,  but  was  due  to  the  great  difficulty  experi- 
enced in  obtaining  shovels  and  other  things  requisite.  Your  honor 
should  be  informed  that  the  prison  is  located  in  a  section  barren  of 
resources,  and  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
appliances  for  its  proper  organization,  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners 
arrived  before  its  completion. 

1  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  commanding  officer  and  the  chief 
of  each  staff  department  are  using  every  effort  to  effect  a  thorough 
organization. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 

Chief  Surgeon. 


Houston,  April  26, 1864. 
Capt.  W.  G.  Webr,  Commanding,  cfcc.  ; 

1  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you  that 
he  has  this  day  approved  and  ordered  the  issue  of  the  iron  rods  called 
for  in  requisition  of  (Japtain  Good  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
upper  story  of  the  jail,  thereby  increasing  the  comfort  and  latitude  of 
the  political  prisoners  in  your  charge.  He  desires  me  again  to  assure 
you  that  he  wishes  them  to  be  as  comfortable  as  the  means  at  your 
disposal  will  admit,  and  trusts  that  with  the  extension  of  the  fence  (of 
which  you  speak)  and  the  permission  you  have  given  a  limited  number 
to  exercise  in  the  open  air  within  the  inclosure  may  prove  beneficial  to 
their  health.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  inform  you  that  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances  some  privileges  not  now  enjoyed  by  them  might 
and  would  be  extended  to  them,  but  the  sheriff  of  the  county  has 
already  complained  of  their  being  allowed  trunks  with  metal  bands, 
knives,  &c.,  with  which  they  could  make  saws,  &c.,  by  which  an  open 
ing  could  be  made,  not  only  for  their  escape,  but  for  the  county  pris- 
oners who  might  be  confined  there.  In  order  that  they  might  not  be 
fully  deprived  of  these  comforts  lie  substituted  a  daily  inspection  of 
(luarters,  &c. 
^  '  L.  G.  ALDRIOH, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Office  Oommissary-General  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  27, 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  P.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
General:  I  have  several  times  given  instructions  to  commanders 
of  prison  camps  that  rebel  prisoners  of  war  when  delivered  on  parole 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  take  with  them  any  more  clothing  issued  to 
them  by  the  Government  than  it  is  absolutely  necessary;  but  these 
instructions  are  rarely  if  at  nil  nrtcnded  to,  and  I  beg  leave,  therefore, 
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to  call  your  attention  to  tliis  matter  with  the  request  that  you  will 
direct  all  surplus  clothing  in  their  possession  of  the  character  above 
described  to  be  taken  from  them  on  the  flag-of-trnce  boat  and  returned 
to  Point  Lookout  for  reissue  to  other  prisoners.  They  should  not  be 
permitted  to  take  with  them  either  caps,  blankets,  shoes,  or  greatcoats, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  take  even  their  coats  from  them. 

Through  the  very  liberal  privilege  granted  them  to  purchase  clothing 
many  of  them  will  be  returned  to  the  enemy  in  a  better  condition  for 
service  than  they  were  when  captured. 

The  rolls  of  the  paroled  prisoners  recently  arrived  at  Baltimore  fur- 
nished to  this  office  are  without  the  signature  of  Major  Mulford  or 
other  officer,  and  without  remarks  to  explain  the  absence  of  men  not 
«lelivered.  I  have,  therefore,  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will 
direct  Major  Mulford  to  furnish  me  a  list  of  all  prisoners  received  by 
him  and  not  delivered  at  Baltimore,  giving  the  date  of  death  or  cause 
of  absence. 

I  would  also  request  that  hereafter  all  rolls  of  paroled  prisoners  may 
be  authenticated  by  the  signature  of  an  officer,  and  that  all  whose 
names  are  on  the  rolls  may  be  properly  accounted  for. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAIJr, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissaey-Geneeal  op  Peisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  37, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  ScnoEPF,  Commanding  Fort  Belaware,  Del.: 

The  Essex  has  been  unavoidably  called  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  the 
movement  will  be  delayed  for  the  present. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Special  Oedees,  |        Adjt.  and  Insp.  Geneeal's  Office, 

No.  98.  S  Richmond,  April  27, 1864. 

«***«•  * 

XV,  Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb  will,  after  informing  himself  on  the 
subject,  furnish  without  delay  to  the  commandant  of  prisons  at  Ameri- 
cus,  Ga.,  such  guards  from  the  local  reserves  under  his  command  as 
lie  may  deem  necessary  for  the  perfect  security  of  the  prisoners  at 
that  point,  to  relieve  the  regular  troops  now  engaged  in  that  duty. 

»  *  *  *  w  #  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Office  Commissary-Geneeal  of  Peisonees, 

Washington,  B.  C,  April  28,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepp,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  26th  instant. 

There  are  nearly  as  many  officers  at  Jolinson's  Island  as  can  be- 
conveniently  accommodated  there,  and  it  will  probably  be  necessary 
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to  provide  for  a  tlioasaiid  more  at  some  other  depot,  aud  there  is  no 
place  available  so  suitable  as  Fort  Delaware.  I  would  therefore  request 
yon  will  be  prepared  to  receive  the  number  above  mentioned. 

If  we  should  be  cramped  for  room  for  enlisted  men,  and  have  no 
officers  to  dispose  of,  I  will  possibly  be  able  to  send  those  now  at  Port 
Delawiire  to  some  other  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Volonel  Third  Infantry  and  Coinmunary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Navy  Department,  April  28, 1804. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  &c.,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  by  the 
Department  from  Clarence  Miller,  dated  March  13, 1864,  from  Libby 
Prison,  Eichmond,  where  he  has  been  held  for  over  a  year,  having  been 
captured  on  the  North  Carolina  coast  in  January,  1863,  in  consequence 
of  the  wreck  of  the  vessel,  the  U.  S.  steamer  Columbia,  on  which  he 
was  serving.    He  states  in  his  letter  the  grounds  of  his  detention. 

By  a  declaration  of  exchange  in  May,  1863,  as  reported  by  Colonel 
Ludlow  on  the  30th  of  that  month  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the 
United  States,  "  all  ofi&cers  and  men  of  the  steamers  Hatteras,  Mer- 
cedita.  Queen  of  the  West,  Harriet  Lane,  Isaac  Smith,  Columbia, 
Indianola,  and  schooner  Vassar"  were  declared  duly  exchanged.  Not- 
withstanding this,  Clarence  Miller  is  still  held,  not  being  recognized 
as  a  soldier  entitled  to  treatment  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

There  are  others  similarly  situated,  concerning  whom  the  Department 
had  frequent  correspondence  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow.    Is  there 
no  prospect  of  anything  being  done  for  them? 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  V.  FOX, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Inclosure.] 

LiBBY  Prison,  Richmond,  Va.,  March  13, 1864. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Sir  :  On  the  11th  of  November,  1861, 1  shipped  on  board  the  gun-boat 
Sciota,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  landsman.  In  December,  18G2, 1  was 
taken  sick  and  sent  to  Brooklyn  hospital,  N.  Y.,  and  as  soon  as  I 
recovered  my  health  was  sent  to  receiving  ship  North  Carolina;  from 
her  to  gun-boat  Columbia,  commanding  officer  Captain  Couiser 
fCouthouyJ.  We  were  shipwrecked  off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  in  January. 
18G3,  and  I  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Confederates  and  sent  to  Kich- 
mond.  Being  of  African  descent  (though  nearly  white)  I  have  not 
been  exchanged,  as  they  do  not  recognize  me  as  a  soldier  entitled  to 
treatment  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  My  home  is  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and 
1  am  a  freeman  by  birth.  If  it  is  in  your  power  I  most  earnestly 
request  that  yon  try  and  get  me  released. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLARENCE  MILLEE. 

P.  S. — I  send  this  through  by  an  exchanged  prisoner  of  war. 
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CONFEDEKATE  STATES  OF  AMBKIOA,  WAU  DEPAETMENT, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  28, 1864. 
His  Excellency  Jepfeeson  ])avis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America  : 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  Department.* 

In  natural  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  our  armies  the  thought 
is  attracted  to  the  condition  of  numbers  of  our  gallant  soldiers  now 
languishing  in  the  prisons  of  the  enemy.  The  sympathies  of  a  grate- 
ful country  are  fixed  upon  them  with  the  deepest  interest,  and  the 
Department  has  but  shared  and  respouded  to  those  feelings  in  making 
all  the  efforts  consistent  with  dignity  and  honor  for  their  relief  and 
release.  The  protraction  of  their  coiiflnemeut  has  been  due  solely  to 
the  inhuman  policy  and  perfidy  of  our  enemies,  whose  Government  has 
omitted  and  refused  to  maintain  the  faith  pledged  in  the  cartel  of 
exchange.  With  the  terms  of  that  agreement  our  Government  has 
ever  been  ready  and  earnest  to  comply,  and  in  a  variety  of  modes,  even 
by  an  extraordinary  mission  of  the  second  officer  of  the  Government, 
has  sought  to  re-establish  its  operation  or  to  arrange  satisfactory  meas- 
ures of  exchange.  Its  remonstrances  and  its  overtures  have  alike 
proved  futile,  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  must  stand 
responsible  before  the  world  and  in  the  sight  of  a  just  God  for  all  the 
privations,  sufferings,  and  loss  of  life  by  disease  or  otherwise  entailed 
by  confinement  on  the  prisoners  held  on  either  side,  not  less  on  their 
own  than  ours.  The  latest  among  the  shifts  and  subterfuges  adopted 
by  them  to  evade  compliance  with  their  plighted  engagements  has  been 
the  selection,  with  the  ostensible  purpose  of  renewing  exchanges  for 
the  mission  of  treating  on  the  subject  with  our  authorities,  of  General 
Butler,  the  infamous  author  of  so  many  atrocities  in  a  former  command 
as  to  have  received  the  execration  of  the  world  and  to  have  been 
banned  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  with  the  name  and  char- 
acter of  an  outlaw  and  a  felon  to  whom  were  to  be  extended  none  of 
the  privileges  of  civilized  warfare,  but  whose  crimes,  if  he  came  into 
our  power,  were  to  be  visited  with  the  condign  punishment  of  an  infa- 
mous death.  It  may  well  excite  surprise  and  indignation  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  should  select  for  any  position  of  dignity 
and  command  a  man  so  notoriously  stigmatized  by  the  common  senti- 
ment of  enlightened  nations.  But  it  is  not  for  us  to  deny  their  right 
to  appreciate  and  select  whom  they  may  not  inappropriately  perhaps 
deem  a  fitting  type  and  representative  of  their  i)ower  and  character- 
istics. While  we  maintain  belligerent  relations  with  them  we  must  of 
course  recognize  the  offlcial  character  of  whatever  officers  they  may 
empower  to  act  within  their  own  limits  and  within  the  sphere  of  their 
separate  action.  We  must  therefore  recognize  the  fact  of  official  posi- 
tion being  held  by  such  a  character,  and  this  was  done  coteniporaneously 
and  subsequently  to  the  issue  of  the  President's  proclamation  by  our 
generals  in  the  field  when  compelled  to  [hold  |  necessary  official  relations 
with  the  Federal  commander  at  New  Orleans;  but  when  option  can  be 
exercised  by  ourselves  and  within  the  limits  of  our  own  territory,  or 
within  the  control  of  our  armies,  it  is  neither  to  be  expected  nor  would  it 
comport  with  the  honor  or  dignity  of  the  Confederacy  that  an  outlaw 
and  a  felon  should  be  received  and  admitted  to  the  courtesies  or  priv- 
ileges of  civilized  warfare  or  exempted  from  the  liabilities  of  a  criminal. 
It  has  held  him  up  to  the  detestation  of  Christendom  and  obtained  the 

"  For  portious  Lore  omitted  sue  Series  IV. 
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answering  award  of  moral  condemnation  from  the  tribunal  of  enlightened 
public  sentiment  everywhere.  Within  its  limits  and  wherever  its  power 
may  enable  it  to  execute  justice  he  has  been  and  will  be  held  an  outlaw 
and  a  felon.  To  essay  more  would  be  mere  brutum  fulmen  against  the 
criminal,  yet  entail  inconveniences  to  our  own  Government  and  injury 
to  innocent  victims  of  his  malevolence. 

In  this  view  the  Government  has  sought  to  regulate  its  action.  It 
has  not  denied  the  power  or  position  however  unworthily  bestowed  by 
his  own  Government  on  General  Butler  within  their  limits,  but  has 
refused  to  receive  or  admit  him  within  ours.  If  an  honest  purpose  of 
effecting  exchanges  in  compliance  with  the  cartel  or  on  equitable  terms 
be  really  entertained  by  the  enemy  all  the  arrangements  essential 
thereto  may  be  readily  attained  consistently  with  the  position  thus 
justly  held  by  our  Government;  while  if  the  selection  was  intended 
merely  as  a  pretext  of  avoidance  or  for  the  purpose  of  gratuitous  offense 
the  hypocrisy  of  the  one  design  or  the  malignity  of  the  other  will  be 
exposed.  Since  this  relation  has  been  held  some  limited  exchanges  by 
indirect  communication  have  been  effected,  and  hopes  are  entertained, 
especially  in  view  of  the  increased  number  of  prisoners  which  recent 
successes  have  given  us,  that  the  inhuman  policy  and  delusive  pretenses 
of  the  enemy  will  be  abandoned  and  the  equitable  stipulations  of  the 
cartel  be  again  acknowledged  and  executed.  Such  consummation  would 
thrill  with  emotions  of  gratification  the  whole  population  of  the  Con- 
federacy and  bear  relief  and  consolation  to  thousands  of  families 
throughout  the  land.  For  a  fuller  history  and  explanation  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings connected  with  the  subject  of  exchange  reference  is  made  and 
special  attention  invited  to  the  accompanying  report  of  Mr.  Ould,*  our 
able  commissioner  of  exchange. 

******* 

KespectfuUy  submitted. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  39, 1864. 
Gol.  W.  Hoffman, 

Oommissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  inspec 
tion  of  the  prisoners'  barracks  and  hospital  and  of  the  garrison  quar- 
ters at  Camp  Morton,  near  this  place,  April  28, 1804. 

prison,  grounds,  and  barracks. 

Police. — In  generally  very  good  condition.  The  streets  are  being 
graded,  ditched,  and  graveled,  A  ditch  about  ten  feet  wide  and  six  feet 
deep  is  being  dug  around  the  camp,  just  inside  the  fence,  whicli  when 
completed  will  be  of  great  service  in  the  more  effectual  draining  of  the 
camp  ground,  as  well  as  an  additional  safeguard  against  the  escape  of 
Ijrisoners. 

Barracks  police. — Is  very  much  better  than  formerly,  although  their 
dilapidated  state  effectually  forbids  their  being  brought  into  anything 
like  a  satisfactory  condition.  Their  sanitary  condition  has  been  very 
much  improved,  not  only  by  the  more  strict  enforcement  of  police,  but, 
by  the  introduction  of  ridge  ventilation  and  a  coat  of  whitewash  on  the 
exterior.  By  these  means,  with  the  frequent  use  of  whitewash  in  the 
interior  of  the  barracks,  they  can  be  made  to  answer  very  well  for 

*  May  2,  p.  103. 
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the  coming  summer,  but  entirely  new  barracks  should  be  erected  for 
winter  use. 

The  brook  which  runs  through  the  camp  has  been  well  policed  and 
is  now  an  advaTitage  to  it  instead  of  being  as  before  a  nuisance,  as  the 
receptacle  of  all  the  refuse  and  filth  of  the  camp.  At  present,  at  least, 
it  furnishes  a  sufficiency  of  water  for  washing  purposes. 

Sinks. — Still  in  very  bad  condition — simply  open  excavations  with- 
out screens  and  not  filled  up  with  sufficient  freciuency  or  properly  dis- 
infected. I  would  strongly  recommend  that  portable  sink  receptacles 
be  employed,  as  at  Rock  Island,  to  be  daily  emptied  into  a  large  sink 
to  be  dug  at  a  reasonable  distance  beyond  the  camp  limits. 

GooTcing. — Still  done  by  squads,  or  each  man  for  himself,  over  camp- 
fires.  I  understand  that  the  erection  of  cook-houses  for  two  of  the 
divisions  has  been  authorized  and  ordered.  I  am  convinced  that  it 
would  very  much  conduce  both  to  the  sanitary  interests  of  the  camp  and 
to  economy  also  if  the  rations  were  cooked  in  bulk.  Under  the  present 
system  there  is  necessarily  great  waste  both  of  rations  and  of  fuel,  nor 
can  the  former  be  properly  prepared. 

Rations. — Quality  good  and  quantity  sufficient,  though  it  would  be 
advisable  to  increase  the  issue  of  vegetables,  scurvy  being  still  preva- 
lent among  the  prisoners.    The  bread  issued  is  of  good  quality. 

Clothing. — Supply  sufficient,  but  in  many  cases  very  filthy,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  laundry  facilities. 

Blankets. — Supply  sufficient,  but  condition  as  of  clothing. 

Laundry. — The  erection  has  been  authorized  and  ordered,  but  has 
not  yet  been  put  into  execution. 

Condition  of  men. — Would  be  generally  good  if  cleaner. 

HOSPITAL. 

This  department  has  been  very  greatly  improved  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Surg.  C.  J,  Kipp,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  assumed  charge  about 
March  1. 

Ground. — The  ground  is  well  policed,  graded,  and  ditched. 

Wards. — The  central  ward,  which  was  never  fitted  for  its  purpose, 
has  been  abandoned  and  converted  into  offices,  store-rooms,  and  mess- 
rooms,  the  sick  being  removed  into  hospital  tents.  Every  part  of  this 
building  is  in  admirable  order  and  police.  Tlie  south  ward,  once  used 
as  a  guard-house,  and  under  former  administrations  used  as  a  hospital 
ward  without  the  slightest  fitness  for  the  purpose,  has  been  repaired 
and  refitted,  and  is  now  used  for  the  reception  of  semi-contagious 
diseases,  as  erysipelas.  This,  with  the  two  main  wards,  are  models  of 
neatness,  thoroughly  whitewashed,  and  in  admirable  order  and  police. 
They  are  well  ventilated  by  ridge  and  windows. 

Tents. — Thirty-eight  hospital  tents  are  in  use,  arranged  by  twos  on 
both  sides  of  a  street  running  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  right  angle  tri- 
angle with  the  hospital  buildings  at  the  apex.  They  contain  six  to 
seven  beds  each  and  are  in  very  good  order  and  police. 

Sick,  clothing,  bedding. — The  patients  are  well  clad  in  U.  S.  Army 
hospital  clothing  and  are  clean  and  comfortable.  The  bedding  is  in 
ample  quantity,  obtained  from  the  Medical  Department,  U.  S.  Army, 
and  is  clean  and  in  good  order. 

Number  of  beds. — Three  hundred  and  fifty,  arranged  as  follows : 

Main  wards  (2),  each  45 90 

Erysipelas  ward 15 

Tents  (21),  6  beds  each 126 

Tents,  convalescent  (17),  7  beds  each 119 

Total 350 
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Kitchen. — Off  the  mess-room  aud  is  well  furnished  with  cooking 
apparatus  and  utensils.    Is  clean  aud  in  good  order. 

Mess-room. — Well  furnished  with  tables  and  utensils  and  in  good 
order. 

Diet. — Nearly  as  possible  U.  S.  army  hospital  diet,  and  well  pre- 
pared. 

Office  and  dispensary. — In  very  good  order.  Books  very  well  kept; 
in  this  respect  surpassing  any  of  the  hospitals  coming  under  my 
inspection,  excepting  possibly  that  at  Gamp  Douglas.  Dispensary  well 
furnished  and  in  excellent  order.  Under  charge  of  a  U.  S.  hospital 
steward  and  competent  clerks. 

Store-rooms. — Medical,  linen,  and  commissary.  All  in  very  good 
order. 

Bath-room. — None  yet  provided;  will  occupy  a  portion  of  the  laun- 
dry when  erected.    All  necessary  apparatus  on  hand. 

Sinlcs. — Excavations,  two  iji  number,  well  screened,  whitewashed, 
and  disinfected.  Portable  sink  receptacles  should  be  used,  as  recom- 
mended for  prison. 

Dead-house. — Commodious,  well  appointed,  and  in  good  order.  (Built 
by  prisoners  from  refuse  lumber.) 

Knapsack  room. — Built  as  above;  separate  from  wards  and  in  good 
order. 

Summary  of  sick  report  for  month  ending  February  39,  1864. 

Remaining  last  report 255 

Taken  sick 320 

Aggregate 575 

Sent  to  variola  hospital 4 

Returned  to  quarters , 174 

Died 68 

246 

Remaining 329 

Average  dailv  sick : 

In  hospital 381 

In  quarters • 188 

Mean  strength  of  prisoners 3, 149 

Mortality. — Percentage  of  deaths  to  mean  strength,  .0216;  percent- 
age of  deaths  to  aggregate  sick,  .1183. 

Summary  of  sick  report  for  month  ending  March  SI,  1864. 

Koinaining  lust  report 329 

Taken  sick 196 

Aggregate 525 

Returned  to  quarters ' 211 

Died , 47 

258 

Remaining 267 

Average  daily  sick : 

In  hospital 341 

In  quarters 67 

Mean  strength  of  prisoners 2, 579 

Mor<aZi<y.— Percentage  of  deaths  to  mean  strength,  .0183 ;  percentage 
of  deaths  to  aggregate  sick,  .0896.     Present  number  of  sick  in  hospital, 
7   R  E— SERIES  II,  VOL  VII 
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222.  No  smallpox.  Deaths,  April  1  to  28,  18.  Prevalent  diseases, 
pnennriODia,  scurvy,  erysipelas,  intermittent  fever.  Vaccination  strictly 
enforced. 

Abstract  of  hospital  funds,  February,  1864. 

Balance  due  last  montli $973. 58 

11,306  rations  due,  at  21  cents 2,374.26 

3, 347. 84 

Issues $2,059.18 

Purchases 531.  30 

2,590.48 

Balance  due  757.36 

Purchases  judiciously  made.    Articles  of  diet  and  kitchen  utensils. 

Abstract  of  hospital  fund,  March,  1864. 

Balance  due  last  month $757.  36 

11,562  rations  due,  at  21  cents 2,428.02 

3, 185. 38 

Issues :....  $1,921.39 

Purchases 487. 31 

2,408.70 

Balance  due 776.68 

Purchases  judiciously  made,  per  articles  of  diet,  kitchen  and  table 
utensils. 
Present  number  of  prisoners,  2,606. 
Prison  fund,  March  31,  $7,798.67. 

GAKBISON,   GROUNDS,   AND   QUARTERS. 

All  in  excellent  order  and  police,  far  surpassing  in  this  respect  any 
others  coming  under  my  inspection. 

Hospital. — In  very  good  order,  but  occupying  a  building  entirely  unfit 
for  the  purpose.  A  new  hospital  is  being  erected,  consisting  of  two 
wards,  each  twenty-two  by  sixty-two  by  twelve  feet,  and  each  to  accom- 
modate twenty-five  beds.  The  hospital  is  under  the  charge  of  Acting 
Assistant  Surgeon ,  and  reflects  credit  upon  his  management. 

Commanding  officer — Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  Fifth  Regiment  Veteran 
Beserve  Corps. 


Troops. 

Strength 
present. 

Sick. 

Present  for 
duty. 

CommaDding  officers. 
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Col  A  A.  Stevens 

5th    Keeiment   Veteran    Ke- 

serrellorpa. 
18th   Regiment  Veteran  Ke 

serve  Corps. 
39th  Company,  First  Battalion 
5l8t  Company,  First  Battalion 

17  I         729 
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1              «9 

1  i          75 

2 

90 
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9 

...... 

544 

309 

49 
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First  Lieut.  C.  P.  MoTaggart. 
Capt.  A.  H.  Niokeraon 

Xotal  

28  ■     1.SU7 

2  '     IRn 

22 

952 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 
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Office  Provost-Marshal  op  Prisoners, 

EocK  Island  Barracks, 
Bock  Island,  111.,  April  29, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Oomdg.  Post: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  accordance  with  instructions 
from  your  office  dated  April  20, 1864,  requiring  the  provost-marshal  of 
prisoners  to  famish  a  "  weekly  report  of  the  condition  of  the  police 
of  the  barracks,  hospitals,  outhouses,  and  grounds  of  the  prison,"  that 
the  avenues  of  the  prison  have  been  for  the  past  three  weeks  and  are 
still  nudergoing  a  thorough  course  of  grading,  and  with  the  recently 
adopted  system  of  surface  drainage  (which  will  be  completed  in  about 
ten  days)  promise  to  soon  become  hard,  dry,  and  easily  kept  free  from 
filth. 

The  inside  of  prison  barracks  has  recently  been  thoroughly  white- 
washed, rendering  them  clean,  light,  and  measurably  free  from  smell. 
Water  is  plentifully  supplied  by  the  present  temporary  arrangement, 
which  will  answer  very  well  for  the  number  of  prisoners  now  on  hand, 
but  would  prove  inadequate  for  a  larger  number. 

The  system  of  privies  recently  adopted  is  a  complete  success  so  far 
as  cleanliness  is  concerned,  although  an  immense  amount  of  labor  is 
necessary  to  keep  them  in  such  a  condition.  The  hospitals  are  fre- 
quently and  thoroughly  scrubbed  and  whitewashed,  and  their  grounds 
policed  daily  by  details  from  the  prison. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  general  condition  of  the  prison  as 
good  and  continually  improving,  under  the  rigid  system  of  policing  now 
in  progress,  from  400  to  500  men  being  employed  daily  in  perfecting 
the  work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  OARAHER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners. 

[Indoreement.] 

Headquarters  Rock  Island  Barracks,  May  1, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  Wilham  Hoifman,  U.  8.  Army,  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners,  with  the  remark  that  in- a  personal  inspec- 
tion of  the  prison  which  I  make  nearly  every  day  that  the  within 
report  is  correct. 

A.  J.  JOHNSOTSr, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Post. 


Special  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  100.  )  Richmond,  April  29,  1864. 

XXIII.  Oapt.  Walter  Bowie,  Company  G,  Fortieth  Regiment  Vir- 
ginia Volunteers,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Americus,  Ga.,  and 
make  a  thorough  and  minute  inspection  of  the  Federal  prisoners  in  that 
vicinity,  and  will  report  to  this  office  upon  their  management  and 
condition. 
Bv  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 
'  JNO.  WITHERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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War  Department,  Washington  City,  April  30,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Franz  Sigel, 

Comdg.  Department  of  West  Virginia,  Cumberland,  Md.  : 
General  :  The  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  inform  you  that 
copies  of  the  papers  forwarded  by  you  to  the  Department  on  the  4th 
instant  in  relation  to  the  case  of  William  S.  Dooley,  a  loyal  citizen  of 
Winchester,  Va.,  now  held  by  the  rebels  in  ignominious  coniinement 
at  Richmond,  Va.,  have  been  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  for  such  favorable  action  as  he  may  be  enabled  to 
take  in  Mr.  Dooley's  behalf. 

The  Secretary  of  War  also  directs  that  you  will  cause  the  rearrest 
of  one  of  the  hostages  in  the  case,  or  the  arrest  of  some  prominent  and 
influential  rebel  citizen  of  Winchester  or  vicinity,  to  be  held  in  suitable 
circumstances  of  confinement  until  the  safe  return  of  Mr.  Dooley  to 
our  lines,  or  until  further  orders. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier- General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  30,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sib:  Will  you  please  inform  me  on  what  grounds  Edward  P.  Davis, 
of  Loudonn  County,  Va.,  is  now  held  as  prisoner  at  Salisbury,  If.  C.  ? 
He  was  taken  prisoner  November  6,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  foe  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  30, 1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  a 
report  of  the  case  of  Thomas  Pettitt,  a  citizen  of  Jackson  County,  Ala., 
who  was  forcibly  taken  from  his  house  on  the  24tli  of  August,  1863,  by 
a  body  of  the  Seventh  Alabama  Cavalry,  and  is  now  confined  in 
Richmond  in  irons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  30,  1864. 
Hon.  RoBEET  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Samuel 
McLanahan,  a  citizen  of  Clear  Spring,  Washington  County,  Md.,  who 
was  taken  prisoner  while  on  a  visit  to  his  friends,  near  Winchester,  Va., 
and  has  since  been  held  as  such  by  your  authorities.    I  have  to  request 
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that  you  will  cause  him  to  be  immediately  released,  as  this  Government 

does  not  hold  any  Confederate  prisoners  under  similar  circumstances. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F,  BUTLER, 
Major-  General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  30,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Ya.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following-named 
citizens,  prisoners,  who  are  in  confinement  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  viz: 

1.  Daniel  Gerbart,  a  citizen  of  Miami  County,  Ohio,  sixty  years  of 
age,  who  went  to  Winchester,  Va.,  to  see  his  son  in  the  Union  Army, 
then  sick.  He  was  there  made  prisoner,  and  has  since  been  held  as 
such  by  your  authorities. 

2.  Frank  B.  Doran,  made  prisoner  while  attending  to  his  brother, 
who  was  dangerously  sick  at  Oxford,  Miss. 

I  have  to  lequest  that  you  will  immediately  cause  these  men  to  be 
released,  as  we  do  not  hold  any  Confederate  prisoners  captured  under 
similar  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  1, 1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Plag-of-truce  boat  is  in  with  400  sick  prisoners.  The  necessity  of 
haste  renders  it  Imperative  that  these  prisoners  should  be  lauded  at 
the  hospital  at  Annapolis.  Have  accordingly  so  ordered  Major  Mulford. 
I  trust  the  order  will  be  approved. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 

Major-General. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  May  1, 1864. 
Major-General  Butler  : 

Tour  action  in  sending  prisoners  to  Annapolis  is  approved,  and 
orders  given   to  Colonel   Hoifnian  to  have  arrangements  ready  for 

receiving  them.  „    „„^^-r 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

i;fo.  5").  )  Alexandria,  La.,  May  1, 1864. 

Prisoners  of  war  to  the  number  of  532  privates,  or  their  equivalent, 
captured  in  the  Teche  campaign  during  the  months  of  October,  Novem- 
ber, and  December,  1863,  and  delivered  on  parole  by  Ma j.  Gen.  W.  B. 
Franklin,  at  stage  station,  midway  between  New  Iberia  and  Vermilion- 
ville  La.,  December  25,  1863,  and  who  are  now  at  Camp  Parole, 
New  Orleans,  are  hereby  declared  duly  exchanged,  and  will  at  once 
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join  their  respective  regiments  and  companies,  an  equivalent  number 
f>t'  Confederate  prisoners  Laving  been  delivered  at  Blair's  Landing, 
Ited  Kiver,  April  20, 1864. 

This  exchange  takes  place  under  the  cartel  dated  January  4, 1864, 
made  on  the  part  of  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor  by  Maj.  William  M.  Levy, 
commissioner  for  exchange,  and  on  the  part  of  Major-General  Banks  by 
Col.  O.C.  D  wight,  which  provides  for  the  exchange  of  officers  and  men, 
and  delivery  on  parole  of  excess  on  either  side  to  await  exchange,  of 
those  captured  up  to  its  date. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Banks : 

GEOKGE  B.  DEAKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Obdebs,  )  Headquabtebs  Post, 

No.  49.  )  Andersonville,  Ga.,  May  1,  1864. 

Capt.  R.  B.  Winder,  post  quartermaster,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  is 
hereby  ordered  to  proceed  to  Richmond,  Va.,  on  business  connected 
with  this  post. 

By  command  A.  W.  Persons,  colonel,  commanding  post: 

R.  D.  CHAPMAN, 
Captain  and  Acting  Adjutant. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  2, 1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Sib  :  I  request  to  be  informed  what  changes  have  been  made  with 
respect  to  the  reception  and  delivery  of  prisoners  since  the  statement 
of  the  16th  ultimo,*  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  with  a  request  that  it 
may  be  returned  as  it  is,  the  changes,  if  any,  to  be  noted  separately. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Headquabtebs  Post  of  Ohioago, 

Chicago,  III,  May  2,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  «f  Prisoners: 

Colonel  :  I  have  to-day  received  official  notice  of  the  acceptance  of 
my  resignation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  therefore 
retire  from  the  service,  turning  over  this  command  to  Col.  B.  J.  Sweet, 
of  the  Eighth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ORME, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 


HDQBS.  DEPT.  of  ViBGlNIA   AND  NOETH   CAROLINA, 

May  2,  1864. 
Hon.  RoBEBT  OULD,  Commissioner  of  Exchange: 

SiB :  I  am  informed  by  the  father  of  Capt.  S.  T.  Harvey  that  his  son 
is  xtill  in  irons.  I  trust  and  believe  that  this  is  a  misrepresentation 
from  misinformation.  Since  the  conference  1  had  with  you  on  the  sub- 
ject the  understanding  was  that  no  Federal  officer  is  now  in  irons  in 

*  See  p.  55. 
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the  Confedei-acy.  Harvey  is  at  Columbia,  S.  0.  The  best  way  of  con- 
vinciDg  our  people  that  your  authorities  are  misrepresented  in  this 
matter  will  be  to  send  him  forward  for  exchange,  as  I  will  give  an 
officer  of  tjqual  rank  for  him,  whom  you  may  select.  Your  special 
attention  to  this  is  requested,  and  it  will  confer  a  personal  obligation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 

May  2, 1864. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America:* 

*  •  *  *  *  «  « 

On  the  subject  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners  I  greatly  regret  to  be 
unable  to  give  you  satisfactory  information.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States,  while  persisting  in  failure  to  execute  the  terms  of  the 
cartel,  make  occasional  deliveries  of  prisoners  and  then  suspend  action 
without  apparent  cause.  I  confess  my  inability  to  comprehend  their 
policy  or  purpose.  The  prisoners  held  by  us,  in  spite  of  humane  care, 
are  perishing  from  the  inevitable  effects  of  imprisonment  and  home- 
sickness produced  by  the  hopelessness  of  release  from  confinement. 
The  spectacle  of  their  suffering  augments  our  longing  desire  to  relieve 
from  similar  trials  our  own  brave  men,  who  have  spent  so  many  weary 
months  in  a  cruel  and  useless  imprisonment,  endured  with  heroic 
constancy.  The  delivery,  after  a  suspension  of  some  weeks,  has  just 
been  resumed  by  the  enemy;  but  as  they  give  no  assurance  of  intent 
to  carry  out  the  cartel,  an  interruption  of  the  exchange  may  recur  at 
any  moment. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


General  Ordbrs,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  45.  S  Richmond,  May  2,  1864. 

*  «  «  #  »  »  # 

III.  Prisoners  captured  south  of  Richmond  will  be  sent  direct  to 
Andersonville,  Sumter  County,  6a. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Bichmond,  Va.,  May  2, 1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  On  the  5th  of  December  last  I  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to 
you  such  correspondence  between  the  Federal  agents  of  exchange  and 
myself  as  related  to  matters  of  general  interest,  accompanied  by  an 
explanation  of  the  papers  presented.t  , 

There  has  been  but  little  change  in  the  aspect  of  affairs  since  that 
date.    Late  in  December  last  I  was  notified  that  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler 

«  For  fuH  text  of  this  docuiuent,  see  Series  IV.      1  See  Vol.  VI,  this  series,  p.  654. 
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had  been  appointed  agent  of  exchange.  At  the  same  time  I  received 
a  communication  from  him  informing  me  that  he  had  forwarded  to  City 
Point  a  certain  ii  umber  of  oflicers  and  men  who  would  be  delivered  on 
the  condition  that  an  equal  number  was  released  by  our  authorities.  I 
informed  the  United  States  Government  that  we  would  not  establish 
with  General  Butler  such  relations  as  properly  pertained  to  an  agent  of 
exchange.  In  answer  to  the  other  communication  relating  to  the 
mutual  delivery  of  an  equal  number  of  officers  and  men,  I  wrote  to 
Maj.  John  E.  Mulford,  assistant  agent  of  exchange,  in  charge  of  truce- 
boat,  as  follows,  viz :  * 

For  more  than  a  year  after  the  adoption  of  the  cartel  we  held  an 
excess  of  prisoners.  During  the  whole  of  tliat  time  we  not  only 
delivered  them  to  the  fullest  capacity  of  the  truce-boats,  but  frequently 
urged  the  Federal  authorities  to  forward  greater  facilities  for  their 
removal.  Just  so  soon,  however,  as  the  Federals  acquired  an  excess 
they  insisted  that  deliveries  should  be  partial  or  special,  ofiQcer  for 
officer  and  man  for  man.  From  the  beginning  I  protested  against  any 
such  system,  and  vainly  appealed  to  the  provisions  of  the  cartel,  which 
required  the  delivery  of  all  prisoners  of  war  within  ten  days,  when  it 
was  practicable.  Itather,  however,  than  send  our  officers  and  men  back 
into  a  hated  and  cruel  captivity,  after  they  had  been  forwarded  to  City 
Point,  equivalents  were  returned  under  protest.  Many  persons  have 
supposed  that  these  were  special  exchanges.  In  this  they  were  mis- 
taken.   It  was  simply  a  surrender  of  equivalents. 

It  will  be  seen  by  my  letter  of  December  27, 1863,  to  Major  Mulford, 
what  were  the  views  of  this  Government.  We  only  then  demanded 
what  we  had  constantly  practiced  when  we  held  the  excess.  Acting 
under  your  instructions  I  continued  to  demand  a  general  delivery, 
and  when  subsequently,  in  February  of  this  year,  it  was  unofficially 
announced  that  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Federal 
authorities  would  consent,  I  was  instructed  by  you  again  to  inform 
them  that  we  were  prepared  and  would  be  pleased  to  resume  the  cartel, 
and  that  they  had  only  to  send  forward  the  i>risoners  held  by  them  and 
they  would  be  promptly  met  by  corresponding  action  on  our  part.  Yet, 
in  spite  of  our  frank  and  honorable  conduct  the  enemy  has  since  per- 
sisted in  offering  these  same  partial  exchanges  unaccompanied  with 
any  official  declaration  of  a  purpose  to  make  a  general  delivery.  In 
order  to  prevent  any  possible  imposition  in  these  deliveries  I  took  care 
to  send  in  return  a  less  number  than  were  forwarded  to  me.  So  anxious 
was  I,  however,  to  secure  the  release  of  our  people  that  1  afterward 
lowered  our  just  demands,  and  only  insisted  as  an  earnest  of  their  i)ur- 
pose  to  comply  with  tbe  cartel,  that  they  should  send  all  the  captains 
or  lieutenants  in  tlieir  possession,  they  being  the  most  numerous, 
promising  at  tlie  same  time  to  deliver  all  of  the  same  class  in  our  cus- 
tody. They  have  declined  to  do  even  that.  Seeing  it  was  their  fixed 
purpose  by  special  or  partial  exchanges  to  secure  the  release  of  all 
their  officers,  while  1,000  of  ours  would  remain  in  their  hands,  sub- 
ject to  any  outrage  which  their  cruelty  might  inflict  upon  them,  at  the 
last  delivery,  which  occurred  a  few  days  ago,  I  refused  to  give  officer 
for  officer,  and  delivered  only  twenty-seven,  while  I  received  forty- 
seven.  I  had  determined  to  refuse  to  receive  these  forty-seven  officers 
if  the  condition  of  returning  a  like  number  should  be  imposed.  For- 
tunately it  was  not.  If  it  had  been,  1  should  have  stated  to  our  offi- 
cers on  board  the  Federal  boat  frankly  and  fully  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  Goverument  and  appealed  to  their  patriotism  to 

*See  December  27, 1863,  Vol.  VI,  this  series,  p.  769. 
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sustain  it,  even  at  the  cost  of  continued  imprisonment.  I  am  sure  that 
appeal  would  not  have  been  made  in  vain.  They  would  have  carried 
to  their  fellow-prisoners  not  only  the  true  story  of  the  bad  faith  of  the 
enemy,  but  the  evidences  of  the  anxious  desire  of  their  Government  to 
secure  the  honorable  release  of  all  of  them. 

Tiie  enemy  have  all  along  vainly  hoped  that  if  we  refused  to  give 
equivalents  for  our  officers  and  men,  and  they  Avere  returned  into  cap 
tivity,  disaffection  would  spread  amongst  them  and  many  would  take  a 
hated  oath. 

Unless  I  receive  contrary  instructions,  so  far  as  officers  are  concerned, 
I  shall  in  the  future  send  in  return  only  such  a  proportion  as  will  be 
a  true  ratio  between  the  numbers  respectively  held.  It  is  not  so  impor- 
tant to  maintain  this  position  as  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  men, 
as  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  Federals  have  no  considerable  excess. 

The  position  of  matters  as  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of  non-combat- 
ants is  unchanged.  In  some  sections  of  our  country  occupied  by  the 
enemy  almost  every  man  within  the  conscript  age  who  is  supposed  to 
be  friendly  to  our  cause  is  either  imprisoned  or  compelled  to  leave  his 
home.  In  many  instances  they  have  extended  similar  treatment  to 
persons  not  subject  to  our  conscript  laws.  In  other  sections  they  have 
allowed  some  of  known  Southern  sympathies  to  remain  within  wliat 
they  call  their  lines,  but  if  any  arrest  of  obnoxious  parties  who  owe 
allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States  is  made  by  our  military  authori- 
ties they  seize  and  imprison  such  as  hostages.  I  respectfully  recommend 
either  that  no  arrests  for  political  offenses  be  made  within  that  portion 
of  our  territory  which  is  held  by  the  enemy  or  that  all  persons  of  stand- 
ing known  to  be  hostile  be  arrested  and  held  in  retaliation.  I  believe 
any  middle  policy  to  be  the  worst.  My  own  conviction  is  tliat  the  enemy 
can  only  be  made  to  abandon  the  arrest  of  our  non-combatants  by  a 
sweeping  retaliation.  Any  system  looking  to  the  mere  exchange  of 
such  persons  is  obnoxious  to  very  many  grave  objections. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  am  very  far  from  being  san- 
guine or  even  hopeful  of  a  general  delivery  or  exchange.  Independent 
of  the  obstacle  which  seems  to  have  been  purposely  thrown  in  the  way 
by  the  appointment  and  retention  of  General  Butler  as  agent  of 
exchange  there  are  other  difficulties,  some  of  which  threaten  to  be 
insurmountable.  The  chief  of  these  is  the  inadmissible  claim  of  the 
enemy  that  recaptured  slaves  shall  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  I 
am  very  contident  that  if  they  do  not  insist  upon  this  being  made  a 
distinct  agreement  between  the  two  Governments,  they  will  at  least 
retain  our  soldiers  as  hostages  for  all  negroes  who  are  known  to  be 
captured.  While  the  latter  position  would  not  necessarily  prevent  the 
delivery  of  all  our  prisoners,  excepting  such  as  were  retained  as  hos- 
tages, it  would  in  the  course  of  time  make  such  complication  as  would 
almost  certainly  terminate  the  cartel.  As  yet  the  Federals  do  not 
appear  to  have  found  any  well-authenticated  case  of  the  retention  of  a 
negro  prisoner.  They  have  made  several  specific  inquiries,  but  in  each 
case  there  was  no  record  of  any  such  party,  and  I  so  responded.  Hav- 
ing no  especial  desire  to  find  any  such  case  it  is  more  than  probable 
the  same  answer  will  be  returned  to  every  such  inquiry. 

So  long  as  the  Federals  hold  an  excess  of  prisoners  I  do  not  expect 
to  see  any  disposition  on  their  part  to  resume  the  cartel.  Whenever 
the  excess  is  held  by  us  they  may  make  an  offer  to  that  effect,  but  it 
will  be  accompanied  with  a  determination  to  hold  hostages  for  any 
negro  troops.  After  their  turpitude  in  this  matter  it  becomes  a  very 
grave  question  whether,  under  any  circumstances,  we  will  any  longer 
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consent  to  be  bound  by  an  agreement  heretofore  kept  in  good  faith  by 
us,  and  by  tbem  shamelessly  repudiated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Macon,  Ga.,  May  3,  1864. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

Will  arrange  for  prisoners,  but  shall  have  to  keep  them  in  camp  until 
barracks  can  be  prepared,  which  I  have  ordered  to  be  done  at  once. 

HOWELL  COBB. 


'tenekal  Obdebs,  )  Wae  Dept.,  Adjt.  Gbnebal's  Office, 

No.  1!)0.  ]  Washington,  May  3,  1864. 

In  relation  to  prisoners  of  icar  and  state  prisoners. 

1.  Orders  heretofore  published  place  the  supervision  of  prisoners  of 
war  and  political  or  state  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  and  it  is  hereby  required  that  commanders  of 
depots  and  other  places  at  which  prisoners  may  be  assembled  be 
directly  accountable  for  them  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 
from  whom  they  will  receive  orders  direct,  and  to  whom  they  will 
report  directly  in  all  matters  relating  to  prisoners. 

2.  When  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  has  occasion  to  order 
the  transfer  of  prisoners  from  one  post  to  another,  he  will  furnish  a 
copy  of  the  order  to  the  general  commanding  the  department  in  which 
they  are  held,  that  he  may  be  apprized  of  the  movement ;  and  when  the 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  finds  it  necessary  he  is  authorized  to 
call  on  department  commanders  for  such  assistance  in  the  execution  of 
his  duties  as  the  case  may  demand. 

3.  If  not  otherwise  provided,  guards  for  depots  and  prison  stations 
will  be  detailed  by  the  department  commander  on  the  application  of  the 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  and  they  will  not  he  relieved  or 
changed  without  informing  him  of  the  fact;  but  all  returns  and  reports 
of  these  guards  will  be  made  to  department  commanders,  to  whom  they 
are  responsible  for  discipline,  as  in  the  case  of  other  troops. 

4.  The  principal  depots  for  prisoners  are  at  Point  Lookout,  Md. ;  Fort 
Delaware;  Johnson's  Island,  in  Sandusky  Bay;  Camp  Chase,  near 
Columbus,  Ohio;  Camp  Morton,  near  Indianapolis,  Ind;  Camp  Douglas, 
near  Chicago,  111. ;  and  at  Rock  Island,  111.  Generals  who  order  tem- 
porary depots  will  appoint  suitable  officers  to  take  charge,  which  will 
be  immediately  reported  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners ;  and 
the  officers  so  appointed  will  be  directed  to  make  all  returns  and 
reports  required  from  the  permanent  depots.  Prisoners  will  be  for- 
warded from  the  temporary  depots  to  the  permanent  ones  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable. 

6.  Commanders  of  departments  and  of  armies  in  the  field,  in  all  cases, 
when  having  prisoners  in  possession,  will  require  full  rolls,  giving  rank, 
regiment  and  company,  and  time  and  place  of  capture,  to  be  forwarded 
without  delay  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  with  a  letter  of 
transmittal,  showing  what  disposition  is  made  of  the  prisoners,  and 
giving  any  other  information  that  may  be  useful.  All  rolls  should  be 
signed  by  the  officer  who  is  iu  charge  of  the  prisoners  at  the  time  they 
are  prepared. 
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6.  Sick  and  wounded  prisoners  of  war  will  be  collected  at  such  hos- 
pitals as  may  be  designated  under  the  instructions  of  the  Surgeon- 
General  for  their  exclusive  use,  as  far  as  practicable;  and  a  suitable 
guard  will  be  detailed  by  the  department  commanders  or  the  general 
in  immediate  command,  which  guard.will  be  responsible  for  the  security 
of  the  prisoners.  The  commander  of  the  guard  will  make  all  the 
returns  and  reports  required  of  depot  commanders. 

Convalescent  prisoners  will  be  sent  to  the  permanent  depots  as  often 
as  may  be  convenient. 

7.  The  attention  of  commanders  is  called  to  the  regulations  in  rela- 
tion to  prisoners  of  war  contained  in  Appendix  B,  of  theEevised  Army 
Begulations  of  1863,  p.  523,  as  follows : 

117.  Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States  who  are  or  may  become  prisoners  of 
■war  shall,  during  their  imprisonment,  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  same  pay  as  if 
they  were  doing  active  duty. 

118.  The  rations  of  prisoners  held  in  the  rebel  States  shall  be  commuted  for  and 
during  the  period  of  their  imprisonment,  the  commutation  to  be  rated  at  cost  price. 
To  entitle  a  soldier  to  this  commutation  he  must  furnish  to  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners  such  evidence  of  the  fact  of  capture  and  time  of  detention  as  he 
may  consider  necessary,  to  be  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War;  and,  if  approved,  a 
certificate  will  be  issued  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  on  which  payment 
will  be  made  by  the  Subsistence  Department. 

119.  A  general  commanding  in  the  field  or  a  department  will  make  arrangements 
for  the  safe-keeping  and  reasonable  comfort  of  his  prisoners.  For  this  purpose  he 
will  place  them  under  a  guard  already  on  duty  or  detach  a  guard  for  the  special 
service.  The  general  will  give  no  order  exchanging  prisoners  or  releasing  them, 
except  under  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

120.  In  emergencies  admitting  of  no  delay  the  general  will  act  upon  his  own  author- 
ity, and  give  any  order  in  relation  to  his  prisoners  the  public  interest  might  require, 
promptly  reporting  his  proceedings  to  the  War  Department  through  the  Adjutant- 
General. 

121.  In  time  of  war  a  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  will  be  announced,  whose 
general  dnties  will  be  those  of  an  inspector,  and  all  communications  relating  to 
prisoners  will  pass  through  him.  Depots  for  prisoners  will  be  designated  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  which  suitable  and  permanent  guards  will  be  assigned,  the 
whole  to  be  under  the  orders  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.  He  will  estab- 
lish regulations  for  issuing  clothing  to  prisoners,  and  will  direct  the  manner  in 
which  all  funds  arising  from  the  savings  of  rations  at  prison  hospitals  or  stations 
shall  be  accounted  for  and  disbursed  by  the  proper  disbursing  officer,  in  providing 
such  articles  as  he  may  deem  absolutely  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  prisoners. 
He  is  authorized  to  grant  paroles  to  prisoners,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
medical  officer  attending  the  prison,  in  cases  of  extreme  illness,  but  under  no  other 
circumstances. 

122.  The  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  has  authority  to  call  for  such  reports 
from  officers  in  command  of  guards  over  prisoners  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper 
discharge  of  his  own  duties,  and  he  will  be  prepared  to  furnish  such  information  in 
relation  to  prisoners  as  may  be  called  for  by  the  Adjutant-General. 

123.  A  full  record  of  all  prisoners  will  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  in  suitable  books,  giving  the  name,  rank,  regiment,  and  com- 
pany of  each  military  prisoner,  the  residence,  county,  and  State  of  each  civil  prisoner, 
with  the  charges  against  him,  and  tlie  time  and  place  of  capture  or  arrest.  Any 
special  information  of  importance  will  be  added  from  time  to  time  in  the  column  of 
remarks.  When  disposed  of  by  exohauge  or  otherwise,  the  fact  and  the  authority 
for  it,  with  the  time,  should  be  noted  on  the  record.  ^     ,  .  , 

124  The  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  is  empowered  to  visit  places  at  which 
prisoners  may  be  held,  and  will  recommend  to  the  general  whose  guards  are  respon- 
sible for  them  whatever  modification  in  their  treatment  may  seem  to  him  proper  or 
necessary,  and  report  the  same  to  the  War  Department.    „  ,     _  „     ^ 

125  The  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  has  charge  of  the  U.  S.  officers  and  men 
on  parole,  and  correspondence  relating  to  them.     All  details  concerning  them  will 

^^*26  Genf  rals^ommanding  departments,  or  in  the  field,  may,  at  their  discretion, 
send  their  prisoners  to  the  general  depots,  furnishing  a  proper  roll  with  them,  show- 
ing the  rank,  regiment,  and  company,  and  when  and  where  captured;  after  which 
thlir  charge  of  them  will  cease.  Immediately  on  the  arrival  ol  prisoners  at  a  depot, 
the  commanding  officer  will  forward  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Pnsoners  a  copy 
of  the  roll  received  with  them,  noting  such  changes  as  may  have  been  made  by 
escape  or  otherwise. 
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127.  The  principle  being  recognized  that  medical  officers  and  chaplains  should  not 
be  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  all  medical  officers  and  chaplains  so  held  by  the  United 
States  will  be  iiiimediatel}-  and  unconditionally  discharged. 

128.  Whenever  prisoners  of  war  are  released  on  parole  and  sent  through  the  lines, 
the  officers  who  release  them  will  immediately  send  rolls  to  the  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners,  containing  an  exact  list  of.  the  prisoners'  names,  rank,  regiment,  and 
company,  diite  and  place  of  capture,  and  date  and  place  of  parole.  These  rolls  are 
indispensable  in  eifecting  exchanges  of  prisoners. 

129.  Blanks  for  monthly  returns  and  for  rolls  of  Federal  and  other  prisoners  of 
war  will  be  furnished  from  the  office  of  the  Commissary-General  oi'  Prisoners,  on 
their  being  called  for  by  commanders  who  reqnire  them. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- (Jeneral. 


FoBT  Monroe,  May  S,  JSM. 
Hou.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Ould,  the  rebel  commissiouer  of  exchange,  has  declared  without  con- 
sultation all  rebel  prisoners  delivered  at  City  Point  nj)  to  the  20th  of 
April  exchanged.  This  he  .justifies  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  cartel, 
General  Orders,  No.  142,  series  of  18C2.  These  men  will  be  sent  into  the 
field  against  us,  and  he  claims  he  has  the  right  so  to  do,  I  see  no  other 
way,  and  so  far  as  my  judgment  goes  I  can  see  no  harm  in  making  a 
similar  declaration  upon  our  part,  which  will  permit  our  offlcers  and  sol- 
diers to  take  the  field  in  opposition.  It  is  now  settled,  under  General 
Grant's  order,  that  the  exchange  cannot  go  on.  Tlje  rebels  will  make 
their  theory  of  the  colored  soldiers  a  sine  qua  non,  and  upon  this  point 
the  cartel  is  entirely  annulled.    Please  have  the  declaration  made. 

BBNJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  May  3, 1864. 
Col.  James  A.  Hardie,  Inspector-General  U.  S.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  inspection  report 
of  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio : 

Commanding  officer — Col.  William  P.  Bichardson,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio 
Volunteers,  an  officer  of  intelligence,  but  not  very  active  or  diligent  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties.  The  camp  is  not  carefully  policed,  the 
sinks  are  neglected,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  men,  on  duty 
and  oft',  indicates  a  want  of  proper  military  instruction.  The  clothing, 
food,  health,  shelter  and  security  of  the  prisoners  satisfactory.  The 
grounds  and  barracks  inside  the  prison  inclosure  are  not  policed  with 
sufficient  care,  and  the  sinks  are  allowed  to  become  oftensive.  Dis- 
cipline moderate.  Hospital  and  treatment  of  the  sick  satisfactory;  five 
cases  of  smallpox,  but  disappearing.  Sutler,  appointed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  sells,  in  addition  to  articles  authorized  by  law,  pies,  cakes, 
candies,  soda  water,  &c.  Money  sent  to  prisoners  and  on  hand,  amount- 
ing to  $2,926.05,  properly  accounted  for,  with  the  exception  of  $98.  I 
found  four  notes,  signed  by  officers  of  the  garrison,  in  possession  of  the 
treasurer,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  L.  Webber,  Eighty  eighth  Ohio  Volunteers, 
nmouutiug  in  the  aggregate  to  $98,  which  he  represented  to  me  as  hav- 
ing been  given  for  money  loaned  from  the  money  sent  to  prisoners  by 
the  former  treasurer,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  H.  Poten,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 
I  think  it  has  been  the  custom  with  the  oificer  having  this  money  in  trust 
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to  loan  it  to  officers  of  the  garrison  who  were  short.    Post  fund  col- 
lected, expended,  and  distributed  as  authorized  by  the  regulations. 

ComtTiisaary  of  subsistence  and  treasurer  of  prison  fund — Oapt.  G.  D. 
Harrington,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Prison  fund  March  31, 1864,  $13,169.66;  U.  S.  paroled  prisoners'  fund 
same  date,  $2,563.25;  subsistence  fund  due  United  States  May  3,  1804, 
$42,986.27 ;  organization  fund  due  United  States  May  3, 1864,  $23,291.97 ; 
total  amount  of  cash  May  3, 1864,  $82,011.15;  counted  and  found  correct. 
The  prison  fund  for  April  not  transferred,  and  purchases  for  same  month 
on  account  of  prison  fund  not  paid.  Business  carefully  and  correctly 
transacted.  Purchases  of  stores  made  at  reasonable  rates,  of  good  qual- 
ity, and  not  in  excess  of  the  wants  of  the  post.  No  pecuniary  transac- 
tions discovered  between  officers  and  sutler  or  persons  furnishing  sup- 
plies for  prisoners. 

The  garrison,  consisting  of  seven  companies  of  the  Eighty-eighth  Ohio 
Volunteers  and  four  companies  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  Veteran 
Eeserve  Corps,  is  efficient. 

There  is  a  desire  to  move  the  camp.  In  consideration  of  the  expenses 
already  incurred  by  the  Government  at  the  present  camp,  I  do  not 
believe  it  expedient  to  change  the  location.  An  active,  working  officer 
in  command,  with  permission  to  use  prison  labor,  would  soon  remedy 
most  of  the  evils  complained  of.  The  garrison  can  be  reduced  suffi- 
ciently to  relieve  the  four  companies  of  the  Seventh  Eegimeut  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  numbering  240  men  present. 

Number  of  prisoners  May  3, 1863, 1,165. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  MARSH, 

JAeutenant- Colonel  Twenty-fourth  Regt.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

War  Department,  May  7, 1864. 
Copy  respectfully  furnished  for  the  information  of  Colonel  Hoffman, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

Colonel  Richardson  has  been  directed  to  take  immediate  measures  to 
cause  a  thorough  and  complete  cleansing  of  the  prison  and  barracks 
under  his  charge;  also  to  relieve  Colonel  Webber,  Eighty-eighth  Ohio, 
from  duty  as  treasurer  of  jrioney  seut  to  prisoners,  and  to  have  the  funds 
turned  over  to  Capt.  G.  D.  Harrington,  commissary  of  subsistence  and 
treasurer  of  prison  fund. 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector- General. 


[May  3, 1864. — For  report  of  the  Confederate  prisoners  of  war  and 
deserters  in  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  during  April,  1864,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII,  Part  I,  p.  22.] 


Hdqrs.  Dbpi'.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  foe  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  3, 1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General 
Dow,*  late  a  prisoner  at  Libby,  with  reference  to  the  statement  therein 


•  Not  found. 
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contained,  with  the  indorsement,  and  to  assure  you  that  unless  I  have, 
assurances,  under  the  hand  of  the  party  therein  named,  that  the  treat-, 
ment  set  forth  is  either  misrepresented  or  has  ceased  on  the  part  of 
those  you  represent  I  shall  immediately  subject  to  as  nearly  similar 
treatment  as  possible  a  like  number  of  Confederate  officers  of  equal 
rank,  provided  always  I  can  find  a  place  of  confinement  which  shall 
come  up  to  the  description  of  General  Dow.  The  attention  of  Mr. 
Commissioner  Ould  is  further  respectfully  called  to  the  case  of  the 
Kentucky  officer  mentioned  in  General  Dow's  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major- Oeneral,  Gommandmg. 


Gahaba,  [May]  3,  1864. 
Capt.  Douglas  West  : 

All  Federal  prisoners,  except  the  sick,  have  been  sent  to  Anderson- 
ville,  Ga.,  including  all  Fort  Pillow  prisoners  sent  here. 

HENRY  C.  DAVIS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  May  4, 1864. 

Hon.  B.  F.  Wade, 

Chairman  of  Joint  Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  report  made  to  this  Depart- 
ment by  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  in  regard 
to  the  condition  of  Union  soldiers  who  have,  until  within  a  few  days, 
been  prisoners  of  war  at  Richmond,  and  would  respectfully  request  that 
your  committee  immediately  proceed  to  Annapolis  to  take  testimony 
there  and  examine  with  their  own  eyes  the  condition  of  those  who  have 
been  returned  from  rebel  captivity.  The  enormity  of  the  crime  com- 
mitted by  the  rebels  toward  our  prisoners  for  the  last  several  months  is 
not  known  or  realized  by  our  people,  and  cannot  but  fill  with  horror  the 
civilized  world  when  the  facts  are  fully  revealed.  There  appears  to  have 
been  a  deliberate  system  of  savage  and  barbarous  treatment  and  star- 
vation, the  result  of  which  will  be  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  prisoners  that 
have  been  in  their  hands  during  the  past  winter  will  ever  again  be  in  a 
condition  to  render  any  service  or  even  to  enjoy  life.* 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  3,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  your  instructions  of 
the  2d  instant,  I  proceeded  yesterday  morning  to  Annapolis,  with  a  view 
to  see  that  the  paroled  prisoners  about  to  arrive  there  from  Richmond 
were  properly  received  and  cared  for. 

*  For  report  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  ou  the  Conduc);  of  the  War,  relating  to 
this  snbject,  see  Report  No.  67,  House  of  Representatives,  Thirty-eighth  Congress, 
first  session. 
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The  flag-of-truce  boat  New  York,  under  the  charge  of  Major  Mulford, 
with  32  officers,  363  enlisted  men,  and  1  citizen  on  board,  reached  the 
wharf  at  the  Naval  School  hospital  about  10  o'clock.  On  going  on  board 
I  found  the  officers  generally  in  good  health  and  much  cheered  by  their 
happy  release  from  the  rebel  prisons  and  by  the  prospect  of  again  being 
with  their  friends. 

The  enlisted  men  who  had  endured  so  many  privations  at  Belle  Isle 
and  other  places  were,  with  few  exceptions,  in  a  very  sad  plight,  men- 
tally and  physically,  having  for  mouths  been  exposed  to  all  the  changes 
of  the  weather  with  no  other  protection  than  a  very  insufficient  supply 
of  worthless  tents,  and  with  an  allowance  of  food  scarcely  sufficient  to 
prevent  starvation,  even  if  of  wholesome  quality,  but  as  it  was  made  of 
coarsely  ground  corn,  including  the  husks,  and  probably  at  times  the 
cobs,  if  it  did  not  kill  by  starvation  it  was  sure  to  do  it  by  the  disease 
it  created.  Some  of  these  poor  fellows  were  wasted  to  mere  skeletons 
and  had  scarcely  life  enough  remaining  to  appreciate  that  they  were 
now  in  the  hands  of  their  friends,  and  among  them  all  there  were  few 
who  had  not  become  too  much  broken  down  and  dispirited  by  their 
many  privations  to  be  able  to  realize  the  happy  prospect  of  relief  from 
their  sufferings  which  was  before  them.  With  rare  exceptions,  every 
face  was  sad  with  care  and  hunger;  there  was  no  brightening  of  the 
countenance  or  lighting  up  of  the  eye  to  indicate  a  thought  of  anything 
beyond  a  painful  sense  of  prostration  of  mind  and  body.  Many  faces 
showed  that  there  was  scarcely  a  ray  of  intelligence  left. 

Every  preparation  had  been  made  for  their  reception  in  anticipation 
of  the  arrival  of  the  steamer,  and  immediately  upon  her  being  made  fast 
to  the  wharf  the  paroled  men  were  landed  and  taken  immediately  to 
the  hospital,  where,  after  receiving  a  warm  bath,  they  were  furnished 
with  a  suitable  supply  of  new  clothing  and  received  all  those  other 
attentions  which  their  sad  condition  demanded.  Of  the  whole  number 
there  are  perhaps  50  to  100  who  in  a  week  or  ten  days  will  be  in  a  con- 
valescent state,  but  the  others  will  very  slowly  regain  their  lost  health. 

That  our  soldiers  when  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  are  starved  to  death 
cannot  be  denied.  Every  return  of  the  flag-of-truce  boat  from  City 
Point  brings  too  many  living  and  dying  witnesses  to  admit  of  a  doubt 
of  this  terrible  fact.  I  am  informed  that  the  authorities  at  Bichroond 
admit  the  fact,  but  excuse  it  on  the  plea  that  they  give  the  prisoners  the 
same  ration  they  give  their  own  men.  But  can  this  be  so?  Can  an 
army  keep  the  field  and  be  active  and  efficient  on  the  same  fare  that 
kills  prisoners  of  war  at  a  frightful  percentage?  1  think  not;  no  man 
can  believe  it,  and  while  a  practice  so  shocking  to  humanity  is  persisted 
in  by  the  rebel  authorities  I  would  very  respectfully  urge  that  retalia- 
tory measures  be  at  once  instituted  by  subjecting  the  officers  we  now 
hold  as  prisoners  of  war  to  a  similar  treatment. 

I  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  which  this  visit  to  Annapolis 
gave  me  to  make  a  hasty  inspection  of  Gamp  Parole,  and  I  am  happy 
to  report  that  I  found  it  in  every  branch  in  a  most  commendable  condi- 
tion. The  men  all  seemed  to  be  cheerful  and  in  fine  health,  and  the 
police  inside  and  out  was  excellent.  Colonel  Boot,  the  commanding 
officer,  deserves  much  credit  for  the  very  satisfactory  condition  to 
which  he  has  brought  his  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
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War  Department,  Washington,  May  4,  1864. 
Major-General  Butler,  Fortress  Monroe: 

The  Ooinmissary-General  of  Prisoners  is  preparing  a  declaration  of 
exchange,  which  will  be  made  at  once. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Provost-Marshal-General, 

Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac, 

Alexandria,  Va.,  May  4, 1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Colonel  :  With  this  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  (as  directed  by  the 
major  general  commanding)  a  list  of  guerrillas*  forwarded  for  confine- 
ment in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  during  the  last  three  months.  They 
are  all  of  them  men  of  bad  character  and  ought  not  to  be  exchanged, 
but  confined  in  some  prison  remote  from  Virginia,  where  they  will  not 
be  likely  to  escape.  They  are  generally  rebels,  cut-throats,  and  thieves, 
and  only  await  a  release  to  return  to  their  old  avocation.  Shepard, 
who  was  captured  after  great  difficulty  by  Lieutenant  Jackson  in 
November  last,  has,  I  understand,  escaped  from  the  Old  Capitol  and  is 
now  with  the  guerrillas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  WELLS, 
Lient.  Col.  and  Pro.  Mar.  Gen.  Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

May  4,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with 
the  request  that  these  men  be  not  exchanged,  but  kept  closely  confined 
during  the  war.  They  are  men  who  have  been  selected  for  the  particu- 
lar duty  upon  which  they  were  engaged  by  reason  of  their  peculiar 
qualifications  for  it  and  their  knowledge  of  the  country.  One  of  them 
would  give  more  trouble  to  us  than  half  a  dozen  ordinary  soldiers. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.  | 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  May  6, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners,  and  attention  invited  to  indorsement  of  General  Augur. 

E.  D.  TOWNS  END, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  4,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  Will  you  please  inform  me  as  to  the  whereabouts  and  present 
condition  of  Leonard  Albert  Reese,  Company  I,  One  hundred  and  six- 
teenth Indiana  Volunteers ;  Eabud  Simonds,  Company  D,  Seventeenth 

*  Omitted. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.        113 

Massachusetts  Volunteers,  captured  near  New  Berne,  N.  C,  February  1, 
1864;  Samuel  Slavens,  Company  E,  Thirty-third  Ohio  Regiment;  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  Company  I,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers; 
E.  W.  Hurlburt,  Arthur  Taylor  Kennedy,  First  Maryland  Regiment; 
H.  W.  Squires,  Company  E,  One  hundred  and  forty-first  New  York 
Volunteers;  Henry  Clay  Tucker,  John  P.  Webb,  Company  C,  One 
hundredth  Ohio  Volunteers ;  Newton  Gilbert,  Company  K,  One  hundred 
and  eleventh  New  York  Volunteers;  John  L.  Nelson,  Company  D,  First 
Kentucky  Cavalry;  Charles  H.  Boswell,  Company  C,  Thirty-sixth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Frank  Olive,  Company  B,  First  Ohio 
Regiment;  Preston  A.  Champney,  U.S.  Signal  Corps;  John  Whipple,  jr., 
Company  C,  Eleventh  New  Hampshire  Volunteers;  Capt.  Robert 
Pollock,  Company  D,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry ;  G.  W.  John- 
son, Company  H,  Twenty-first  Michigan  Infantry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-Oenvral  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  May  5,  1864. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

Sir  :  Upon  the  question  propounded  to  my  consideration  by  you  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  opinion : 

First.  That  of  the  rebel  ofBcers  now  held  as  prisoners  by  the  United 
States  there  should  be  selected  by  lot  a  number  equal  to  the  number 
ot  persons  ascertained  to  have  been  massacred  at  Fort  Pillow,  who  shall 
immediately  be  placed  in  close  confinement  as  hostages  to  await  such 
further  action  as  may  be  determined. 

Second.  That  Generals  Forrest  and  Chalmers  and  all  oflBcers  and  men 
known,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  ascertained,  to  have  been  concerned  in 
the  massacre  at  Fort  Pillow  be  excluded  by  the  President's  special 
order  from  the  benefit  of  his  amnesty,  and  also  that  they,  by  his  order, 
be  exempted  from  all  privilege  of  exchange  or  other  rights  as  prisoners 
of  war,  and  shall,  if  they  fall  into  our  hands,  be  subjected  to  trial  and 
such  punishment  as  may  be  awarded  for  their  barbarous  and  inhuman 
violation  of  the  laws  of  war  toward  the  ofiQcers  and  soldiers  of  the 
United  States  at  Fort  Pillow. 

Third.  That  the  rebel  authorities  at  Richmond  be  notified  that  the 
prisoners  so  selected  are  held  as  hostages  for  the  delivery  up  of  Gen- 
erals Forrest  and  Chalmers  and  those  concerned  in  the  massacre  at 
Fort  Pillow,  or  to  answer  in  their  stead,  and  in  case  of  their  non- 
delivery within  a  reasonable  time,  to  be  specified  in  the  notice,  such 
measures  will  be  taken  in  reference  to  the  hostages,  by  way  of  retribu- 
tary  justice  for  the  massacre  of  Fort  Pillow,  as  are  justified  by  the 
laws  of  civilized  warfare. 

Fourth.  That  after  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  time  for  the  delivery  up 
of  Chalmers,  Forrest,  and  those  concerned  in  the  massacre  the  President 
proceed  to  take  against  the  hostages  above  selected  such  measures  as 
may,  under  tlie  state  of  things  then  existing,  be  essential  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Union  soldiers  from  such  savage  barbarities  as  were  prac- 
ticed at  Fort  Pillow  and  to  compel  the  rebels  to  observe  the  laws  of 
civilized  warfare. 

Fifth.  That  the  practice  of  releasing  without  exchange  of  equivalent 
rebel  prisoners  taken  in  battle  be  discontinued,  and  no  such  immunity 
be  extended  to  rebels  while  our  prisoners  are  undergoing  ferocious  bar 
barity  or  the  more  horrible  death  of  starvation. 
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Sixth.  That  precisely  the  same  rations  and  treatment  be  from  hence- 
forth practiced  in  reference  to  the  whole  number  of  rebel  officers 
remaining  in  our  hands  that  are  practiced  against  either  soldiers  or 
officers  in  our  service  held  by  the  rebels. 

My  reasons  for  selecting  the  officers  instead  of  privates  for  retaliatory 
punishment  are,  first,  because  the  rebels  have  selected  white  officers  of 
colored  regiments  and  excluded  them  from  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of 
war  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  command  special  troops,  and 
that  having  thus  discriminated  against  the  officers  of  the  U.  S.  service, 
their  officers  should  be  held  responsible  for  the  discrimination;  and, 
second,  because  it  is  known  that  a  large  portion  of  the  privates  in  the 
rebel  army  are  forced  there  by  conscription,  and  are  held  in  arms  by 
terror  and  rigorous  punishment  from  their  own  officers.  The  whole 
weight  of  retaliatory  measures,  therefore,  should,  in  my  opinion,  be 
made  to  fall  upon  the  officers  of  the  rebel  army,  more  especially  as  they 
alone  are  the  class  whose  feelings  are  at  all  regarded  in  the  rebel  States 
or  who  can  have  any  interest  or  influence  in  bringing  about  more 
humane  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  authorities. 

A  serious  objection  against  the  release  of  prisoners  of  war  who  apply 
to  be  enlarged  is  that  they  belong  to  influential  families,  who,  through 
representatives  in  Congress  and  other  influential  persons,  are  enabled 
to  make  interest  with  the  Government.  They  are  the  class  who,  instead 
of  receiving  indulgences,  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  made  to  bear  the 
heaviest  burden  of  the  war  brought  upon  them  by  their  own  crimes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  STANTON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Office  Commissaey-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  5, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Generai.:  Pursuant  to  your  request  of  the  2d  instant  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  statement  of  Federal  and  rebel  prisoners  of 
war  received  and  delivered  at  City  Point  since  the  16th  ultimo,  the 
date  of  my  former  statement.  The  number  of  Federal  prisoners 
received,  reduced  to  privates,  is  1,208,  and  the  number  of  rebel  prison- 
ers delivered  is  759,  giving  a  balance  in  their  favor  of  449. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- Genera  I  of  Prisoners. 

[Inclosure.] 

Office  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  5,  1864. 

Statement  of  Federal  pritonera  received  on  parole  at  City  Point,  Va.,  smce  April  16, 1864. 


When' received  at  City  Point. 
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Statement  of  rebel  prUonera  delivered  at  City  Point,  Va.,  on  parole  since  April  16, 1864 


When  delivered  at  City  Point. 
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Washington,  May  5, 1864 — 9.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wallace: 

The  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  will  visit  Annapolis 
to-morrow  morning  by  the  early  train  to  take  testimony  in  relation  to 
the  condition  and  treatment  of  our  prisoners  at  Kichmond.  If  not 
otherwise  engaged  1  would  be  glad  to  have  you  meet  them  at  the 
Junction  and  accompany  them  to  Annapolis  and  render  such  assistance 
in  this  duty  as  may  be  in  your  power. 

EDWm  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Office  Commissabt-Gbneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  5,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Ya. : 
General  :  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  directed  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Camp  Chase  to  forward  to  you  Holland  (or  Harris  H.) 
Taylor,  a  citizen  prisoner,  to  be  exchanged  for  Presley  Janney,  a  citizen 
of  Hampshire  County,  W.  Va.,  now  in  confinement  at  Danville,  Va. 

It  is  stated  that  the  exchange  can  be  effected  by  Taylor  if  allowed  to 

go  within  the  Confederate  lines  for  the  purpose,  and  the  Secretary  of 

War  authorizes  you  to  grant  him  the  necessary  parole  upon  being 

informed  that  the  proposition  will  be  accepted  by  the  rebel  authorities. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  5, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
General  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  on  the  20th  of  April,  1864,  the  date  of  Mr.  Ould's 
declaration  of  exchanges,  there  were  counted  as  privates  19,814  rebel 
troops  on  parole,  whose  exchange  ho  announced.  On  the  16th  of  April 
there  were  on  parole,  of  Federal  troops,  8,223,  and  since  that  time  up 
to  this  date  we  have  received  1,208,  making  in  all  of  Federal  troops  on 
parole,  9,431.  By  declaring  these  exchanged  the  rebels  will  be  indebted 
to  us  10,383  men,  which  added  to  their  former  indebtedness  gives  a 
total  of  33,596  men  who  have  been  declared  exchanged  by  the  rebel 
authorities  for  whom  the  Federal  Government  has  received  no  equiva- 
lents. 
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Two  htindred  and  ninety-seven  Union  citizens  have  been  received  at 
City  Point  since  the  6th  of  May,  1863,  who  are  now  on  parole,  and  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  they  also  be  declared  exchanged. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Jarvis  U.  S.  Army  General  Hospital, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  May  5, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Colonel:  Surg.  J.  Simpson,  U.  S.  Army,  medical  director  of  this 
department,  has  just  informed  me  of  your  desire  to  obtain  the  state- 
ments of  prisoners  of  war  concerning  their  treatment,  &c.  I  inclose 
herewith  the  only  statement  I  have  in  my  possession.  It  appears  to  me 
reliable,  and  was  carefully  prepared  at  my  request  for  professional  use. 
The  young  man  is  absent  on  furlough,  therefore  I  am  unable  to  procure 
even  his  signature  to  it,  but  it  may  be  of  service,  as  it  is  in  his  own 
handwi'iting. 

Some  ten  days  since  I  compiled  a  paper  from  the  verbal  reports  of 
these  prisoners,  their  condition  when  received,  their  diseases  and  pros- 
pects as  to  future  health,  and  some  other  collateral  information,  which 
1  then  forwarded  to  one  of  our  leading  medical  journals,  which  devotes 
itself  mostly  to  army  medical  news  and  scientific  articles.  My  remarks 
are  general  and  intended  mostly  tor  the  profession.  I  sent  with  my 
paper  a  copy  (revised)  of  this  statement,  for  the  reason  the  steward 
was  connected  with  the  medical  department  of  the  Army.  I  fear  and 
regret  it  is  too  late  to  recall  the  article  for  your  use,  but  if  you  desire 
I  will  send  the  journal  in  which  it  appears  when  I  receive  the  same. 

There  are  many  facts  connected  with  these  men  which  are  highly 
interesting  to  our  surgeons,  therefore  I  noted  them  down. 
I  am.  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DE  WITT  C.  PETEES, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 

[First  indorsemeut.] 

Office  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  J).  C,  'lay  11, 1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
as  further  evidence  of  the  inhuman  treatment  received  by  Federal 
troops  when  in  the  hands  of  rebels. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  May  li,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners for  remark. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

LOUIS  H.  PELOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Third  iiidorseraeut.] 

Washington,  May  13, 1864. 
This  famishes  additional  evidence,  but  on  points  now  well  under- 
stood and  published  in  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct 
of  the  War. 

No  immediate  use  can  be  made  of  it,  but  the  paper  should  be  care- 
fully preserved.    It  may  become  of  considerable  importance. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-Oeneral  of  Volunteers. 

[Inclo»ure.] 

SUFFERINGS    ANB    PRIVATIONS    OF    FEDERAL    PRISONERS  WHILE    IN 

RICHMOND,  VA. 

Immediately  on  being  captured,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  they  are 
deprived  of  everything  they  have,  viz,  overcoats,  blankets,  boots  or 
shoes  (if  in  good  condition),  money,  watches,  &c.,  and  then  they  have 
to  perform  a  long  and  exhausting  march  without  anything  to  eat,  and 
subjected  to  every  kind  of  insult  and  indignity.  On  their  arrival  in 
Kichmond,  Va.,  they  are  either  sent  to  Belle  Isle  or  to  some  one  of 
the  tobacco  warehouses  that  are  used  as  prisons,  where  they  arrive  in 
an  exhausted  condition,  having  had  no  food,  probably,  for  forty-eight 
hours. 

Here  they  undergo  a  very  strict  examination,  being  stripped  to  the 
skin  in  order  that  all  the  money  they  have  may  be  found  and  secured. 
The  condition  of  those  in  the  warehouses  was  much  more  comfortable 
than  those  poor  fellows  who  were  sent  to  Belle  Isle,  from  the  fact 
that  they  were  not  exposed  to  the  cold  and  damp  night  air  or  to  the 
biting  cold  wind  of  the  island,  which,  being  situated  in  the  James 
River,  is  very  much  exposed. 

The  rations  at  first  received  were  made  up  as  follows,  viz:  Corn 
bread,  one-quarter  of  a  loaf  (weighing  about  four  ounces),  sweet  pota- 
toes (nearly  rotten),  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  with  about  two  ounces  of 
meat,  and  at  this  time  four  hard  tack,  daily.  Soon  after  the  hard-tack 
was  expended,  when  they  increased  the  corn  bread  to  half  a  loaf,  but  from 
this  time  out  meat  was  seldom  given  us,  and  then  only  in  a  very  small 
quantity.  The  potatoes  also  were  discontinued.  The  above  was  not 
sufficient  for  any  one  in  health,  and  consequently  there  was  a  large 
amount  of  sickness.  The  amount  of  filth  and  vermin  cannot  be 
described,  and,  as  the  men  had  no  opportunity  to  wash  their  clothing, 
it  was  constantly  accumulating. 

The  winter  was  a  very  severe  one  for  Richmond,  and  those  on  Belle 
Isle  suffered  horribly,  for  there  was  no  shelter  but  a  tew  old  and 
worn-out  tents  of  the  Sibley  pattern,  and  these  were  crowded  to  their 
utmost  capacity,  and  yet  half  of  the  men  were  without  any  shelter  at 
all.  When  you  consider  that  the  men  were  almost  naked  you  can 
imagine  what  they  must  have  suffered,  exposed  to  as  severe  weather  as 
I  ever  experienced  so  far  north  as  Albany,  N.  Y.,  during  the  winter. 
Many  of  them  froze  to  death,  and,  instead  of  a  burial,  the  hogs  disposed 
of  their  remains.  There  were  hundreds  of  cases  of  frostbitten  feet  and 
legs,  which,  in  a  great  many  instances,  had  to  be  amputated  in  order 
to  save  their  lives. 

I  was  unable  to  sleep  in  the- prison  about  half  of  the  time  because  it 
was  very  cold,  and  I  had  to  walk  the  floor  all  night  long  in  order  to 
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keep  warm.  The  men  were  visited  in  quarters  occasionally  by  a  rut- 
geon  whose  duty  it  was  to  remove  very  severe  cases  to  the  hospital 
and  attend  to  the  ailments  of  the  sick.  He  was  a  brute  and  treated 
the  men  brutally;  his  only  object  was  to  get  all  the  money  he  possibly 
could  and  to  do  for  the  sick  only  what  he  was  obliged  to  do.  The  men 
were  never  sent  to  the  hospital  until  they  were  very  sick,  and  in  most 
instances  not  until  they  were  in  a  dying  condition.  There  were  many 
instances  of  men  dying  while  being  transported  to  the  hospital,  and 
they  were  never  helped  in  or  out  of  an  ambulance  unless  their  com- 
rades done  it  for  them.  When  admitted  into  the  hospital  they  wei'e 
obliged  to  stand  or  lay  around  on  the  floor  until  their  names  were  taken, 
when  they  found  their  way  into  the  different  wards  the  best  they  could. 
The  sheets,  bedding,  &c.,  were  always  in  a  filthy  condition  and  full  of 
vermin,  and  never  changed  unless  an  inspection  was  about  to  take 
place.  The  washing  was  very  poorly  done  and  when  brought  into  the 
linen  room  were  still  full  of  vermin. 

The  surgeons  were  supposed  to  go  through  their  wards  once  a  day, 
but  many  of  them  failed  to  do  so,  and  when  they  did  attend  their  prin- 
cipal object  seemed  to  be  how  soon  they  could  manage  to  get  through  their 
wards,  and  consequently  they  neglected  the  men  very  much.  Others 
intending  to  do  for  the  men  as  well  as  they  knew  how  were  unfortu- 
nately little  better  than  empirics.  Others  were  very  kind  to  the  men 
and  did  all  in  their  power,  but  the  material  to  prescribe  from  was  so  lim- 
ited they  were  unable  to  accomplish  much  good. 

The  last  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospital  was  a  very  kind  man  and 
did  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  sick.  By 
his  good  management  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  whisky  reserved  for 
the  sick  (it  not  being  drank  up  by  outsiders  so  much),  and  in  the  worst 
cases  he  managed  to  obtain  a  few  eggs  and  a  sufiiciency  of  fresh  meat, 
which  was  of  considerable  service. 

The  sick  received  two  meals  a  day,  consisting  of  four  ounces  of  corn 
bread  and  half  a  pint  of  unpalatable  soup  each  time;  meat  was  occa- 
sionally issued,  both  fresh  and  salt.  Before  they  commenced  sending 
the  men  to  Georgia  the  hospital  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity,  which 
was  about  1,500  cases.  The  principal  diseases  were  typhoid  fever, 
typhoid  pneumonia,  chronic  diarrhea,  and  dysentery,  but  the  two  last 
mentioned  was  the  cause  of  death  in  the  majority  of  cases,  it  seeming 
utterly  impossible  to  check  it  even  by  such  remedies  as  pil.  cupri  et 
opii  (one-half  grain  each),  pil.  argent,  nit.  et  opii  (one-fourth  grain 
each),  or  by  the  use  of  pil.  plumb,  acet.  comp.,  or  any  of  the  powerful 
astringents,  without  a  rich,  generous  diet  and  stimulants,  which  they 
were  unable  to  furnish,  excepting  the  stimulants  and  that  only  in  small 
quantity. 

From  January  1  to  March  1, 1864,  there  were  2,700  cases  admitted 
into  hospital,  and  out  of  this  number  1,396  died.  During  the  fall  of 
18G3,  there  was  an  average  of  50  deaths  daily,  with  an  average  of  1,500 
in  the  hospital.  During  March,  1864,  there  was  an  average  of  883,  and 
the  deaths  for  this  month  were  583. 

The  Federal  stewards  did  the  dispensing  for  the  hospital,  but  as  the 
material  to  do  with  was  very  limited,  they  labored  under  many  disad- 
vantages, and  it  put  their  skill  as  apothecaries  to  the  hardest  test  pos- 
sible, in  order  to  use  the  material  to  the  best  advantage  and  furnish  as 
many  preparations  as  possible. 

The  following  articles  the  Confederacy  was  unable  to  furnish,  viz : 
01.  morrhuae,  ol.  olivae,  or  any  of  the  essential  oils  excepting  ol.  tere- 
binth., fluid  extract  morphia  [  ?  J,  extract  jalap,  magnesia,  acid  citric  [  ¥J, 
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acid  nitric,  rad.  scillae,  sanguinaria,  colchicum,  spts.  aeth.  sulph.  comp., 
quiDise  sulph.,  cinchonse  sulph.,  and  others  I  cannot  call  to  mind. 

Such  articles  as  pulv.  opii,  ipecac,  jalap,  potass,  iodid.,  potass, 
nitras,  hydryg.  sub.  mur,  antim.  et  pot.  tart.,  magnes.  sulph.,  potass, 
bitart,  argenti  nitras,  spts.  aeth.,  nitros.,  iodine,  acid  tannic,  acacia,  and 
a  few  others,  were  furnished  only  in  small  quantity,  which  was  not 
sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  hospital,  so  that  very  often  we  were 
without  them  for  weeks.  Since  the  blockade  has  become  so  effectual, 
many  articles  which  they  famished  us  with  formerly  are  not  now  to  be 
had  at  any  price. 

We  put  up  an  average  of  500  prescriptions  daily,  which  were  mostly 
of  one  character  and  varying  very  little.  We  also  made  up  daily  from 
1,C00  to  2,000  astringent  pills. 

The  medicines  sent  us  by  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission  were 
received  aud  have  been  used  for  the  Federal  sick.  The  quinia  sent 
was  used  at  the  rate  of  three  ounces  a  day,  but  as  we  received  but  forty 
ounces,  it  was  soon  expended. 

The  clothing  sent  to  us  was  issued,  but  when  the  men  were  sent  to 
Georgia  1  heard  their  blankets  and  overcoats  were  taken  from  them. 

The  Confederate  medical  purveyor  has  issued  a  circular  stating  that 
he  would  be  unable  to  furnish  any  but  indigenous  articles,  and  direct- 
ing that  their  requisitions  be  made  accordingly. 

The  above  statement  was  made  to  me  by  Hospital  Steward  Thomas 
James,  U,  S.  Army,  captured  at  Ely's  Ford,  on  the  Bapidan,  Va., 
November  2, 1863.  He  is  absent  on  furlough,  and  therefore  cannot 
sign  or  swear  to  the  statement,  which  is  in  his  own  handwriting. 

DE  WITT  C.  PETEES, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  JJ.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Georgia  Reserves, 

Macon,  6a.,  May  5, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General  :  Under  your  order  to  inform  myself  of  the  condition  of 
the  prison  at  Andersonville  with  a  view  of  furnishing  from  the  reserve 
corps  the  necessary  guard  for  its  protection  and  safety  I  made  a  visit 
there  and  have  just  returned,  and  now  submit  the  result  of  my 
examination. 

There  are  now  in  the  prison  about  12,000  prisoners,  in  an  area  of  less 
than  eighteen  acres,  with  a  stockade  around  it  about  fifteen  feet  high. 
I  presume  the  character  of  the  prison  is  well  understood  at  Eichmond 
and  therefore  give  no  description  of  it. 

The  danger  of  the  prisoners  escaping  is  not  so  great  as  T  bad  sup- 
posed; with  a  guard  of  1,200  men,  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  cavalry 
company  all  apprehension  of  escape  would  be  quieted.  I  have  arranged 
to  send  two  regiments  of  infantry  there  within  the  next  week,  which 
with  the  detached  companies  of  Colonel  Persons'  regiment  will  be  an 
ample  infantry  force.  Captain  Gamble's  battery  is  there,  but  I  would 
recommend  that  it  be  returned  to  Florida  and  Captain  Tiller's  battery 
sent  in  its  place.  My  reason  mainly  for  this  recommendation  is  that 
Captain  Gamble's  battery  is  very  well  supplied  with  horses  and  they 
are  not  needed  at  Andersonville,  whereas  Captain  Tiller's  horses  have 
been  so  reduced  that  he  is  unable  to  move  his  battery  in  the  field.  The 
exchange  of  these  batteries  would  be  of  decided  advantage  to  the 
service.    I  recommend  the  cavalry  company  because  its  presence  would 
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have  a  salutary  effect  in  lestraiuing  the  prisoners  from  any  attempt  to 
escape,  knowing  the  means  were  at  liand  to  pursue  them,  and  in  the 
event  of  the  escape  of  any  considerable  number  the  cavalry  would  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  their  successful  i)ursuit. 

I  took  the  liberty  of  making  several  suggestions  for  rendering  the 
prison  more  secure,  and  if  the  tools  could  be  had  I  would  recommend 
that  the  entire  prison  grounds  should  be  surrounded  by  fortifications 
which  could  be  put  up  by  the  troops,  whose  health  would  be  promoted 
by  the  employment.  The  most  important  change  is  the  one  suggested 
in  the  accompanying  report  of  my  chief  surgeon,  Doctor  Eldridge, 
that  is,  the  erection  of  hospital  buildings  outside  of  the  prison.  Upon 
that  point  there  cannot  be  two  opinions  among  intelligent  men.  It 
ought  to  be  done  at  once,  and  such  is  the  opinion  of  every  sensible  man 
that  has  examined  the  prison.  The  prison  is  already  too  much  crowded, 
and  no  additional  prisoners  should  be  sent  there  until  it  can  be  enlarged. 
The  effect  of  increasing  the  number  within  the  present  area  must  be  a 
terrific  increase  of  sickness  and  death  during  the  summer  months.  I 
understand  that  an  order  has  been  given  for  enlarging  the  prison.  If 
it  was  possible  to  make  another  prison  it  would  be  much  better,  for  1 
doubt  very  much  whether  the  water  will  besuflBcient  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  increased  number  of  prisoners.  The  general  manage- 
ment of  the  prison  under  Colonel  Persons  is  good,  and  he  manifests  a 
laudable  desire  to  discharge  his  duties  in  the  most  efficient  manner. 

The  duties  of  the  inside  command  are  admirably  performed  by 
Captain  Wirz,  whose  jilace  it  would  be  difficult  to  fill. 

I  still  think  the  rank  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  should 
be  a  brigadier-general.  In  view  of  the  number  of  troops  that  will  be 
under  his  command  it  seems  to  me  he  should  liave  that  superior  rank 
over  those  who  may  be  ordered  to  re])oit  to  him. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  copy  of  Doctor  Eldridge's  report. 
1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Major- General,  Commanding^  6jc. 

[IiicloBure.] 

Headquarters  Georgia  Reserves, 

Macon,  Ga.,  May  6,  1864. 
•Maj.  Lamar  Cobb, 

Asst.  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  Georgia  Reserves,  Macon,  Ga.  : 

MA.JOR:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  visit,  in  company 
with  the  general,  to  the  prison  camp  at  Andersonville : 

I  found  the  prisoners,  in  my  opinion,  too  much  crowded  for  the  pro- 
motion or  even  continuance  of  their  i)resent  health,  particularly  dur 
ing  the  approaching  summer  months.  The  eonstruction  of  properly 
arranged  barracks  would,  of  course,  allow  the  same  number  of  men  to 
occupy  the  inclosures  with  material  advantage  to  their  comfort  and 
health.  At  present  their  shelters  consist  of  such  as  they  can  make  of 
the  boughs  of  trees,  poles,  &c.,  covered  with  dirt.  The  few  tents  they 
have  are  occupied  as  hospitals.  I  found  the  police  of  the  camp  through- 
out very  good — as  well  arranged  as  their  crowded  condition  and  the 
limited  number  of  shovels  would  allow.  Since  necessary  tools  have 
been  received  for  ditching,  iStc,  which  has  been  very  recently,  it  is  pro 
posed  to  arrange  their  sinks  so  that  the  fecal  matter  maybe  at  once 
carried  away  by  tlie  stream  running  through  the  inclosure,  which  will 
at  once  materially  improve  the  condition  of  the  camp.  I  found  the 
condition  of  a  large  number  of  the  Belle  Isle  prisoners  on  their  arrival 
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to  be  such  as  to  require  more  attention  to  their  diet  and  cleanliness 
than  to  the  actual  administration  of  medicines,  very  many  of  them 
suffering  from  chronic  diarrhea,  combined  with  the  scorbutic  disposi- 
tion, with  extreme  emaciation  as  the  consequence.  The  hospital  being 
within  the  inclosure,  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  administer 
such  diet  and  give  them  such  attention  as  they  require,  as  unless  con- 
stantly watched  such  diet  as  is  prepared  for  them  is  stolen  and  eaten 
by  the  other  prisoners.  There  is  a  fine  stream  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  present  inclosure,  across  which,  in  my  opinion,  there 
should  be  made  another  inclosure,  with  sufficient  hospital  buildings, 
two  stories  high,  to  accommodate  from  800  to  1,000  patients.  Such  an 
inclosure  as  1  should  suggest — a  plank  fence  ten  feet  high — would 
require  but  very  few  additional  guards,  which  guard  appears  to  be  the 
objection  urged  at  Richmond  to  separate  inclosure. 

The  patients  upon  their  admission  into  the  hospital  should  be  well 
washed,  and  a  pool  arranged  on  the  side  of  the  stream,  and  furnished 
only  with  a  clean  shirt,  with  which  dress  they  would  hardly  attempt  to 
escape.  The  nurses  could  be  detailed  with  such  discretion  that  but  few 
would  attempt  to  escape,  and  with  frequent  roll-calls  tliey  would  be 
absent  but  a  few  hours  before  detected,  and  would  be  readily  caught  by 
the  dogs,  always  at  hand  for  that  purpose.  I  consider  the  establish- 
ment of  a  hospital  outside  of  the  present  inclosure  as  essential  to  the 
proper  treatment  to  the  sick,  and  most  urgently  recommend  its  imme- 
diate construction.  I  would  also  recommend  the  construction  of  as 
many  bathing-pools  within  the  prison  as  the  stream  would  warrant,  feel- 
ing assured,  from  the  appearance  of  the  prisoners,  that  their  use  would 
contribute  materially  to  the  health  of  the  bathers.  Other  improvements 
would  be  suggested  but  for  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labor,  tools,  and 
materials,  but  with  those  above  mentioned  the  urgent  necessities  of  the 
prison  would  be  supplied. 

The  bakery  just  being  completed  will  be  the  means  of  furnishing  better 
prepared  food,  particularly  bread,  the  half-cooked  condition  of  which  has 
doubtless  contributed  to  the  continuance  of  the  bowel  aftections,  I  will 
add  that  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge  from  my  short  visit,  the 
management  of  tho  medical  department  of  the  prison,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Chief  Surg.  I.  H.  White,  reflects  credit  upon  that  officer,  who 
seems  well  qualified  for  the  position  he  occupies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ELDRIDGE, 
Chief  iSurgeon  Georgia  Reserves. 


War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  May  6,  I86i. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

General:  A  letter  has  been  received  at  this  Department  from  the 
Department  of  State,  under  date  of  the  5th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  a  communication  from  the  Britisli  minister  of  the  29th  ultimo,  in 
which  it  is  represented  that  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  several 
British  subjects  captured  on  board  the  steamers  Don,  Mary  Ann,  and 
Scotia  are  still  held  as  prisoners  by  the  United  States  Government  at 
Camp  Hamilton,  near  Fort  Monroe.  In  order  to  enable  the  Department 
to  reply  to  tliis  allegation,  the  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  request 
that  you  will  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  and  the  result  reported 
to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^        ^  ED.  R.  S.  CAJfBY, 

Brigadier- Genend  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Johnson's  Island,  linear  Sandusky,  Ohio,  May  6, 1864. 
Col.  James  A.  Hardie,  Inspector- General,  IT.  8.  Army: 

Colonel,  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  inspection  report 
of  Johnson's  Island,  near  Sandusky,  Ohio : 

Commanding  ofQcer,  Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  Gen- 
eral Terry  is  an  intelligent,  clever  gentleman,  but  quite  as  fond  of  a 
social  glass  of  whisky  as  of  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  command. 
The  grounds  and  barracks  of  the  garrison  and  also  of  the  prison  are 
badly  policed ;  the  sinks  are  allowed  to  become  offensive,  and  although 
the  health  of  the  post  is  now  good,  there  are  indications  of  malarial 
fever,  which  will  increase  with  the  beat  of  summer  unless  the  grounds 
and  barracks  are  more  thoroughly  cleaned.  But  little  judgment  is 
exercised  in  the  management  and  discipline  of  the  prison.  The  wood 
furnished  the  prison  and  also  the  garrison  during  the  past  winter  was 
of  the  poorest  quality,  consisting  principally  of  green  bass,  elm,  and  a 
small  amount  of  oak.  It  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Johnson,  proprietor  of 
the  island,  who  was  paid  a  higher  price  than  merchantable  wood  was 
worth  at  Sandusky.  There  was  no  contract.  Johnson  wanted  the 
wood  oflf  his  land,  I  think.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pierson,  of  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteers,  who  was  in  command  at 
the  time  this  wood  was  purchased,  appears  greatly  interested  in  John- 
son's affairs.  Johnson  was  appointed  sutler  by  General  Terry  upon 
condition  that  he  should  take  a  man  by  the  name  of  Finnegan  as  a 
partner.  I  inspected  the  sutler's  store  and  found  only  such  articles 
for  sale  as  are  authorized  by  law,  though  I  believe  they  smuggle 
whisky  to  the  prisoners.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pierson  charges  Finnegan 
with  the  offense.  Pierson,  however,  for  some  reason  is  anxious  to  get 
Finnegan  out  of  Johnson's  way.  The  beef  furnished  this  post  is  of  the 
poorest  quality  and  often  deficient  in  quantity.  The  prisoners  get  most 
of  the  fore-quarters.  The  hospital  is  not  in  the  cleanest  condition,  but 
presents  a  passable  appearance.  The  clothing,  food  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  beef),  shelter  and  security  of  prisoners,  satisfactory.  Post  fund 
collected,  expended,  and  distributed  as  authorized.  Commissary  of 
subsistence  and  treasurer  of  prison  fund — Capt.  N.  EUmaker,  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers. Prison  fund  March  31,  18C4,  $14,005.08;  savings  for  April 
$1,891.60,  not  transferred;  subsistence  fund  due  United  States  May  5, 
$11,789.68.  Treasurer  of  prisoners'  money,  Capt.  Samuel  Truesdell, 
Sixty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers.  Cash  on  hand  belonging  to  prisoners, 
$9,363.63. 

Post  quartermaster — Capt.  L.  M.  Brooks,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers.  Due 
United  States  May  5, 1864,  $34.85;  all  funds  and  balances  counted  and 
found  correct.  I  think  there  has  been  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
oflBcers  purchasing  supplies  for  this  post  to  be  exceedingly  liberal  tow- 
ard parties  furnishing  such  supplies.  I  have  no  evidence  of  collusion, 
however.  Purchases  are  not  made  in  excess  of  the  wants  of  the  post. 
Captain  Truesdell,  treasurer  of  the  prisoners'  money,  is  an  exceedingly 
useful,  careful  man  in  his  position.  The  commissary  of  subsistence  and 
quartermaster  are  competent  men.  No  pecuniary  transactions  dis- 
covered between  officers  and  sutler,  or  persons  furnishing  supplies  for 
prisoners.  The  garrison,  numbering  2,238  men,  is  passably  efficient, 
but  not  under  much  restraint.  I  think  one  regiment  of  the  National 
Guard  ( 100-day s'  men)  of  Ohio,  with  a  company  of  artillery,  the  whole 
under  the  command  of  an  intelligent,  active,  and  diligent  officer,  a  suf- 
ficient force  to  guard  this  island  and  its  prisoners.  Number  of  prison- 
ers May  6, 1864,  2,087. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  MARSH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Twenty-fourth  Regt,  Vetfit-nn  RfSfrn^  r.nma. 
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War  Department,  Washington,  I).  C,  May  21, 1864. 
Copy  respectfully  furnished  for  the  ioformation  of  Colonel  Hoffman, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

The  commanding  ofOicer  at  Johnson's  Island  has  been  directed  to 
take  immediate  measures  to  cause  a  thorough  cleansing  of  the  bar- 
racks and  prison  and  to  direct  his  personal  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  discipline  and  efBciency  of  bis  command. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector -General. 


Headquarters  Rock  Island  Barracks, 

Boch  Island,  III.,  May  6, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Com.  Qen.  of  Prisoners,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  instructions  of  the  16th  ultimo,  and  in  reply  to  that  paragraph  relat- 
ing to  the  issue  of  corn  bread  to  the  prisoners  would  respectfully  state 
that  your  instructions  are  being  strictly  carried  out.  Inclosed  please 
find  report  of  Capt.  W.  Butterfleld,  commissary  of  subsistence,  on  pre- 
vious issues.  I  will  forward  shortly  a  full  report  with  diagram  of  prison 
inclosure  showing  for  what  purpose  each  barrack  is  used. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colanel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Post. 

tinclosure.] 

Office  Depot  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

Bock  Island,  April  23, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Vet.  Res.  Corps,  Comdg.  Rock  Island  Barracks,  Rock  Island,  III.: 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  communication  I  have  to  state  that  from 
February  1  to  this  date  corn-meal  bread  has  been  issued  for  eleven  days 
to  prisoners  of  war  at  this  station,  the  ration  being  the  amount  as  pre- 
scribed by  schedule  from  oflBce  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  viz, 
twenty  ounces.  The  meal  was  purchased  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Small, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Army,  was  kiln  dried,  perfectly  sweet, 
and  of  excellent  quality.  I  am  informed  that  the  bread  contractor  in 
some  instances  omitted  to  scald  the  meal  before  mixing  the  sponge. 
Attention  having  been  called  to  the  subject  it  was  promptly  corrected. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"^  W.  BUTTEEFIELD, 

Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  6, 1864. 
Col.  W.  P.  Richardson, 

Commanding  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  It  is  possible  that  from  circumstances  which  may  soon 
occur  more  than  ordinary  vigilance  will  be  required  from  the  troops  in 
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charge  of  prisoners  of  war  to  insure  tbeir  security  and  their  proper 
observance  of  orders,  and  you  are  therefore  cautioned  to  put  your  com- 
mand in  a  condition  to  meet  any  emergency.  Your  daily  guards  must 
have  a  full  complement  of  officers  and  the  guard  duty  must  be  per- 
formed in  the  strictest  manner. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Gommissary-Oeneral  of  Prisoners. 

(Same  to  Col.  A.  J,  Johnson,  commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 
Bock  Island,  111. ;  Col.B.J.Sweet,commanding  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago, 
111.;  Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  commanding  Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.; 
Col.  P.  A.  Porter,  commanding  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Brig. 
Gen.  E.  W.  Hinks,  commanding  District  of  Saint  Mary's,  Point  Look- 
out, Md.;  Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry,  commanding  U.  S.  forces,  Sandusky 
City,  Ohio;  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.; 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  T.  Copeland,  commanding  Alton  military  prison, 
Alton,  111.) 


[Mat  6, 1864. — For  Eldridge  to  Cobb,  reporting  condition  of  affairs 
at  Audersonville,  see  inclosure  to  Cobb  to  Cooper,  May  5,  p.  120.] 


War  Department,  Richmond,  May  6,  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  : 

SiE:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  request  you  to 
retain  the  prisoners  who  are  now  in  your  hands,  and  especially  those 
captured  in  your  recent  successful  and  brilliant  engagements  on  Red 
Kiver.  I  do  not  know  whether  a  proper  construction  of  the  recent 
cartel  between  Generals  Taylor  and  Banks  would  embrace  these  pris- 
oners or  not.  It  is  extremely  disadvantageous  to  the  general  interests 
of  exchange  to  have  partial  or  even  supplementary  cartels.  Confusion 
must  necessarily  be  introduced  if  any  such  plan  is  followed.  If  a  sur 
plus  of  prisoners  is  captured  at  any  point  they  should  be  used  for  the 
benefit  of  our  prisoners  generally,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  cartel 
of  June  [July],  1862.  Of  course  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  mak- 
ing any  objection  to  a  mutual  exchange  of  prisoners  after  an  agreement 
or  a  series  of  them  to  the  extent  of  the  numbers  actually  held  by  the 
enemy.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  at  ian  early  day,  either  by  special 
messenger  or  otherwise,  as  to  the  number  of  prisoners  in  your  hands 
and  where  they  are  confined. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

no.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


May  — ,  1864, 
Captain  Bowie  : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  C.  S.  military  prison  at  Audersonville,  Ga. : 

The  prison  is  situated  on  two  opposing  banks  of  a  stream,  which 
furnishes  an  ample  supply  of  good  water  for  drinking  and  bathing 
purposes.    The  location  is  elevated  and  well  drained.    The  soil  is  sandy, 
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without  vegetable  mold  or  other  cryptogamous  growth  likely  to  engen- 
der malaria.  The  prisoners  are  not  supplied  with  barracks  or  tents, 
but  most  of  them  have  provided  themselves  with  little  huts  made  of 
boughs,  making  themselves  comparatively  comfortable.  This,  however, 
will  be  iusuflBcient  during  the  extremely  hot  weather  of  the  summer 
months.  There  being  no  trees  or  other  protection  from  the  rays  of  the 
sun,  and  crowded  together  as  they  are,  it  will  be  necessary  to  furnish 
them  with  tents,  or  other  more  capacious  quarters  than  those  now  occu- 
pied, in  order  that  they  may  be  divided  off  into  proper  streets,  admit- 
ting free  circulation  of  air,  and  other  enforcing  of  the  necessary  police 
regulations. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  stream  it  is  designed  toconstruct  two  dams 
of  different  altitudes,  the  upper  for  drinking  and  the  lower  for  bathing 
purposes.  Over  the  remainder  of  the  stream  it  is  designed  to  con- 
struct the  sinks.  The  stream  is  of  sufBcient  volume  and  velocity  to 
carry  off  all  ordure. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  from  the  foundation  of  the  prison  up 
to  date  has  been  4,688,  with  1,026  deaths.  The  report  of  sick  and 
wounded  for  the  month  of  April  exhibits  a  ratio  of  316.1  cases  and  57.6 
deaths  per  1,000  of  mean  strength.  Among  the  first  prisoners  admit- 
ted there  was  a  large  ratio  of  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system, 
contracted  in  transit  from  Richmond  during  very  cold  weather,  and 
the  majority  of  which  resulted  fatally,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of 
barracks  and  hospital  accommodations  and  the  emaciated  condition  of 
the  subjects  due  to  long  confinement  in  prison.  The  diseases  now  pre- 
vailing are  simply  those  of  the  digestive  system,  diarrhea  and  dysen- 
terj',  which  have  in  most  instances  a  scorbutic  connection.  The  rations 
of  the  prisoners  is  the  same  as  that  issued  to  Confederate  soldiers  in 
the  field,  viz,  one  pound  of  beef,  or  in  lieu  one-third  pound  of  bacon ; 
one  and  one-fourth  pounds  of  meal,  with  an  occasional  issue  of  beans, 
rice,  molasses,  and  vinegar. 

The  bakery  and  other  culinary  arrangements  have  just  been  com- 
pleted, and  rations  are  now  issued  cooked,  up  to  which  time  there  has 
been  an  inadequate"  supply  of  cooking  utensils,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  food  was  improperly  prepared,  and  increasing  the  number  of  cases 
of  diarrhea  and  dysentery.  The  ratio  of  mortality  is  due  to  the  lack 
of  vitality  m  the  subjects,  produced  by  long  confinement  in  prison, 
with  its  depressing  influences  on  the  mind.  The  remedies  employed 
are  unassisted  by  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  without  which  remedial 
agencies  are  powerless.  It  is  also  impossible  to  treat  diseases  with 
success  with  the  present  hospital  accommodations.  The  patients  are 
now  treated  in  tent  flies,  of  which  there  is  an  inadequate  supply.  The 
location  of  the  hospital  is  also  objectionable.  The  prisoners  with  their 
camp-fires  are  densely  crowded  around  the  hospital,  producing  contami 
natmg  effluvia  and  preventing  the  free  circulation  of  air,  so  necessary 
for  the  treatment  of  disease.  In  consequence  of  the  forays  upon  the 
hospital  by  the  prisoners,  it  is  impossible  to  supply  the  sick  with  proper 
comforts.  The  drainage  from  the  sinks  of  the  prison  passing  through 
the  hospital  grounds  is  another  objection  to  its  location.  I  therefore 
most  respectfully  suggest  tliat  authority  be  granted  to  place  the  hos- 
pital outside  of  the  stockade,  and  that  an  adequate  supply  of  tents  to 
accommodate  1,000  sick  be  immediately  furnished. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 

Chief  Surgeon. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqbs.  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

No.  93.  1  Selma,  May  6,  1864. 

I.  Maj.  James  E.  Curell,  assistant  commissioner  for  exchange  of  prison- 
ers, having  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  duty,  will  transfer  these 
headqnarters  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  there  take  charge  of  said  headquar- 
ters until  further  orders. 

N.  G.  WATTS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Agent. 


General,  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  191.  (  Washington,  May  7,  1864. 

declaration   of  exchange   of   PRISONER'S   OF   WAR. 

1.  It  having  been  officially  reported  that  Mr.  Ould,  rebel  commissioner 
of  exchange,  has  declared,  without  consulting  with  the  authorities  of 
the  Uuited  States,  that  all  rebel  prisoners  delivered  at  City  Point  up 
to  the  iiOth  of  April  were  exchanged,  it  is — 

Ordered,  That  all  Federal  prisoners  of  war  and  all  civilians  on  parole 
prior  to  May  7, 1864,  be  declared  exchanged,  and  they  are  thus  declared 
exchanged  accordingly, 

2.  It  is  further  announced,  that  after  deducting  the  number  of  Fed- 
eral officers  and  men  embraced  in  this  order  as  exchanged  the  rebels 
will  remain  indebted  to  the  Federal  Government,  according  to  tables 
carefully  prepared  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  from  official 
data,  33,596,  for  which  no  equivalents  have  been  received  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government. 

3.  All  paroled  officers  and  enlisted  men  herein  declared  exchanged 
who  are  in  camp  will  be  immediately  forwarded  by  the  commandants 
of  camps  to  their  regiments  and  commands,  and  will  be  reported  to  the 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  accordingly.  Those  who  are  absent 
on  leave  will,  on  expiration  of  their  leave,  repair  forthwith  to  the  parole 
camps  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  or  Colnmbus,  Ohio. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  7,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Gomdg.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C,  Hdqrs,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  circular  of  regu- 
lations issued  by  authority  of  the  War  Department,  which  are  to  be 
observed  at  stations  where  prisoners  of  war  are  held.*  Copies  will  be 
furnished  from  this  office  to  the  commanders  of  military  prisons  in  the 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  also  copies  of  General  Orders,  No.  190, 
from  the  War  Department,  defining  the  authority  of  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners  over  military  prisons.!  The  authority  is  mainly 
placed  in  my  hands,  but  I  will  be  obliged  to  beg  the  assistance  of 

•  See  April  20,  p.  72.  t  Ibid.,  p.  106. 
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department  commanders  occasionally,  aud  for  your  kind  favors  in  this 
way  I  shall  feel  under  many  obligations. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners. 

(Same  to  other  division  and  department  commanders.) 


Wak  Department, 
Washington  City,  May  7,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Gapt.  Qt.  W.  Berry,  Provost-Marshal,  Covington,  Ky. : 

Doctor  Moore  informs  this  Department  that  on  Tuesday  last  a  man 
representing  himself  to  be  a  deserter  from  the  rebel  army,  and  who 
stated  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  massacre  at  Fort  Pillow,  presented 
himself  at  your  office  to  take  the  oath  of  amnesty.  Spare  no  pains  to 
ascertain  where  that  person  is.  Arrest  him  and  send  him  under  guard 
to  Washington.  You  will  be  expected  to  find  him  if  he  is  above  ground, 
and  to  report  to  this  Department  by  telegraph  as  soon  as  you  have 
arrested  him,  together  with  his  name.  Let  the  guard  be  such  as  will 
prevent  his  escape  and  insure  his  safe  delivery  here,  reporting  to 
Colonel  Wisewell,  military  governor. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


INSP.  General's  Office,  Dist.  of  Western  Louisiana. 

In  the  Field,  May  7,  1864. 
Col.  C.  C.  DWIGHT, 

Acting  Assistant  Inspector-  General,  Commissioner  of  Exchange  : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  communication  from 
Surgeon  Gibbs,  of  Second  Eegiment  Louisiana  Cavalry,  C.  S.  Army, 
relative  to  his  being  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  his  treatment  while 
thus  held,  and  having  his  private  property  takeu  from  him. 

I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Taylor  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
matt«r  set  forth  in  Doctor  Gibbs'  communication.  It  has  been  distinctly 
understood  between  Major-Generals  Banks  and  Taylor  that  surgeons 
should  not  be  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  in  July  last  a  correspond 
ence  was  had  between  those  officers  on  the  subject  arising  from  the 
(then)  recent  capture  of  a  number  of  surgeons  of  the  U.  S.  Army  at 
Brashear  City,  and  the  confinement  previously  of  Assistant  Surgeon 
Jones  and  other  C.  S.  medical  officers  in  guard-houses  and  prisons  in 
New  Orleans.  In  that  correspondence  Major-General  Banks  stated 
that  the  confinement  of  these  medical  officers  and  subsequent  release 
of  them  on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war  was  without  his  knowledge  or 
consent  and  was  disapproved  by  him.  Since  that  time  in  several 
instances  medical  officers  of  your  army  have  fallen  into  our  hands  and 
have  been  returned  to  your  lines,  never  having  been  held  by  Major- 
General  Taylor  as  prisoners  of  war. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  detention  of  Surgeon  Gibbs  and  the  other  medical 
officers  referred  to  in  his  communication  as  prisoners  was  unauthorized 
by  Major  General  Banks  and  that  the  private  property  taken  from  them 
will  be  restored,  and  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  unpleasant  inter- 
ruptions of  an  understanding  which  has  been  faithfully  observed  on 
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our  part  a  distinct  agreement  may  be  formally  entered  into  and 
announced  to  the  armies,  respectively,  commanded  by  Major-Generals 
Banks  and  Taylor. 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  state  in  this  connection  that  a  large 
number  of  medical  officers  of  General  Banks'  command  are  in  our 
bands  in  attendance  upon  his  sick  and  wounded  men,  prisoners,  and  no 
resort  has  been  had  to  the  harshness  which  Surgeon  Gibbs  complains 
of  having  been  extended  to  him  and  his  associates. 

The  understanding  referred  to  in  relation  to  medical  officers  included 
nurses  left  with  sick  and  wounded  men  in  hospitals,  and  has  been  car- 
ried out  also  in  regard  to  the  latter  on  our  part.  I  regret,  however,  to 
have  to  state  that  it  has  not  been  observed  by  your  authorities.  I 
would  cite  the  case  of  nurses  and  attendants  left  in  the  hospitals  at 
Washington,  La.,  in  October  or  November  last,  who  were  taken  from 
the  hospitals  and  the  care  of  our  sick  and  wounded,  and  carried  away 
and  held  as  prisoners  of  war. 

These  arrangements  relative  to  surgeons  and  nurses,  prompted  by 
feelings  of  humanity  and  tending  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the 
wounded  and  helpless,  should  surely  be  binding  upon  both  parties  to 
the  contest,  and  while  upon  our  part  there  has  been  a  faithful  observ- 
ance of  the  understanding,  its  repeated  violation  or  non  observance  by 
your  authorities  will  force  us  reluctantly  to  the  adoption  of  a  similar 
course  as  an  act  of  justice  to  our  own  officers  and  men. 

I  trust  that  an  explicit  agreement  may  be  entered  into  which  will 
obviate  any  future  difficulties  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  M.  LEVY, 
Major,  Asst.  Adjt.  and  Inspector  General,  Commissioner,  &e, 

[Incloaure.j 

Mansfield,  La.,  April  16, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  Commanding,  &c.: 

I  was  captured  at  Henderson's  Hill,  in  Ootile,  March  21,  at  night,  by 
the  Sixteenth  Indiana  Volunteers;  was  allowed  to  ride  my  own  horse 
until  I  arrived  at  the  brigade  headquarters,  when  I  was  dismounted 
from  my  own  horse  and  placed  on  tlie  back  of  a  miserable  old  hack, 
guarded  by  an  officer  who  never  left  my  side,  carried  into  Alexandria, 
confined  for  two  nights  in  one  of  the  jury  rooms  of  the  court-house 
along  with  twenty-eight  other  officers,  including  Assistant  Surgeon 
Thompson,  of  the  Edgar  Battery,  who  was  likewise  dismounted  and 
made  to  march  the  distance  of  twenty-two  miles  on  foot  into  Alexandria. 

The  only  food  issued  us  wtile  at  Alexandria  was  hard  bread  and  raw 
bacon,  with  no  facilities  for  cooking,  and  to  some  friends  we  were  indebted 
for  this  little  nourishment. 

My  captors  continually  disclaimed  any  intention  of  making  me  a 
prisoner  of  war,  and  until  the  very  moment  of  my  departure  from  Alex- 
andria promised  us  to  be  returned  within  our  lines.  After  they  had 
determined  to  carry  us  to  New  Orleans  on  our  parole  of  honor  not  to 
escape  we  were  promised  the  full  liberty  of  the  boat,  but  so  soon  as  we 
were  marched  on  board  between  two  lines  of  soldiers  sentinels  with  fixed 
bayonets  were  placed  around  every  outlet  from  the  cabin,  so  that  we 
could  not  pass  to  the  wash-room  or  privy  without  a  sentinel.  Arriving 
at  New  Orleans  we  were  again  i)laced  between  two  lines  of  sentinels, 
paraded  through  the  streets  by  a  very  circuitous  rbute  to  our  prison, 
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No.  20  Rampart  street.  At  this  place  we  were  kept  in  strict  confine- 
ment, fed  on  salt  beef  and  flour  bread  with  coffee.  Pork  was  issued 
us  only  once  or  twice  during  our  stay  in  the  city.  Applications  to  be 
allowed  the  parole  of  the  city  for  a  few  hours  each  day  were  frequently 
made  and  as  frequently  refused. 

On  the  evening  of  tbe  4th  of  April  the  surgeons  confined  with  me 
were  allowed  the  parole  of  the  city  from  3  o'clock  until  8  o'clock  next 
morning,  on  our  parole  not  to  escape,  to  visit  no  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment, and  to  dress  in  citizens'  clothing.  At  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th  we  were  again  escorted  by  a  file  of  soldiers  to  tbe  transport 
steamer  Polar  Star,  when  many  of  the  previous  restrictions  were  with- 
drawn, and  paying  our  passage  money  and  for  our  meals  we  were  able 
to  enjoy  a  more  generous  diet  and  feel  more  the  liberty  of  free  action. 

Prom  this  time  until  the  period  of  our  discharge,  on  the  evening  of 
the  14th,  I  have  no  complaint  to  make.  Finding  that  the  surgeons 
would  in  all  likelihood  be  again  returned  to  prison  life  in  New  Orleans, 
I  made  a  personal  appeal  to  General  Banks  in  behalf  of  myself,  Surgeon 
Estarge,  and  Assistant  Surgeons  Griffln  and  Thompson  to  return  us  to 
our  lines,  to  which  he  promptly  responded  and  granted  our  application. 

They  placed  tbe  released  surgeons.  Doctors  Estarge,  Thompson,  and 
myself  (GriflQn  being  retained  to  attend  sick  on  transport),  blindfolded 
and  guarded  by  a  sentinel,  in  an  ambulance,  and  drove  us  six  miles  in 
that  condition  to  our  picket-post.  Such  is  a  statement  of  the  facts  in 
regard  to  the  medical  officers  from  20  Kampart  street,  New  Orleans. 

E.  T,  GIBBS,  M.  D., 

Surgeon,  C.  S.  Army. 


Headquaetbes  Camp  Paeolb, 
Near  Annapolis,  Md.,  May  8,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary -General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Colonel  :  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  forward  for  your  information 
the  inclosed  copy  of  a  quarterly  report  of  cases  treated  and  deaths  at 
the  hospital  for  Federal  prisoners  at  Richmond,  Va.*  The  original 
report  was  rendered  to  the  Confederate  surgeon  (Semple)  by  Sergt. 
William  C.  Robinson,  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers,  who  was  (April 
1,  1864)  on  duty  at  the  general  hospital  at  Richmond,  Va.  Sergeant 
Robinson  has  arrived  here  and  vouches  for  the  correctness  of  the 
inclosed  report.  Of  course  this  report  does  not  include  the  deaths 
which  occurred  on  Belle  Isle. 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ADRIAN  R.  ROOT, 
Golonel  Ninety-fourth  New  York  Vet.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Gamp  Parole. 

*  See  iilBu  similar  statoment  published  in  Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War  as  Report  No.  142,  Senate,  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  second  ses- 
siou,  p.  55,  Miscellaneous. 
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[Incloaure.] 

Quarterly  report  of  General  Hospital  No.  21  for  Federal  prisoners,  Bichmond,  Va.,  fur- 
nished Surgeon-General  C.  S.  Army,  April  1, 1864. 


Diseases. 

January. 

February. 

tVfarch. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Fobris  continens  commanicans 

5 
6 
4 
10 
18 
11 
14 

3 

23 
20 
20 
35 

3 
15 

1 

10 
20 

2 

5 

11 

35 

1 

6 

77 

27 

283 

9 
27 

2 

4 

12 
1 
1 

28 
1 
7 

29 

1 

Kubeola 

4 

31 

229 

36 

18 

4 

18 
193 

4 
12 

1 

100 

337 

23 

34 

1 
1 

13 

265 

6 

24 

13 

Diarrhcea'ctaronica 

250 

Dysentery  acut-a 

3 

20 

Dyspepsia 

1 

Gastritis 

1 
4 
4 

1 
4 
4 
3 

2 
1 
3 
7 
1 

46 

45 
1 

35 
2 
8 

10 
207 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 

1 

3 

Icterus 

3 

Parotitis 

3 
1 
7 
16 

1 
21 
20 

1 
1 
6 

Brouchitis  acuta 

12 

50 

3 

39 

Catarrhus  epidemicus 

10 

1 

4 

17 
1 
1 

12 
120 

9 

Laryngitis 

1 

6 

9 

«3 

2 

1 
38 

5 

5 

97 

\ 

Pleuritis 

109 

Anffimia - 

Ijpilepsia 

1 
1 

1 
1 
4 

1 

Ai^niugitis 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Bubo  syphiliticum. -. 



Cystitis* 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

5 

1 
1 
2 
2 
6 
1 

i 

1 
6 

4 
1 

Orchlts 

Syphilis  primitive 

1 

Syphilis  consect  (secondarv) 

2 
7 
2 

Anasarca . 

4 

2 

1 

8 

7 

Hydrothorax 

1 

1 
11 
40 

2 

23 

42 

2 

12 
14 

1 
3 

4 

12 

Abscessas 

Anthrax 

I 

1 

1 

15 

TJlcns 

4 

1 
6 

Gelatio 

Vulnus  incism 

1 

27 

Vuluus  Bclopeticum 

20 

1 

15 

1 

20 

3 

Otitis 

Debilltas 

4 

107 
2 
6 

7 

1 

23 

17 

1 

........... 

6 

9 

17 

21 
2 

7 

3 

7 

Tumores 

Dry  gangrene  from  frozen  feet 

27 

3 

4 

Total  cases 2  779 

Total  deaths  (50  per  cent.) '.'  i'396 

A.  R.  EOOT, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Camp  Parole. 
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Office  Commissabt-Genekal  op  Prisoners, 

Washingtmi,  J).  C,  May  9, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Geoboe  H.  Thomas, 

Gomdg.  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland,  Hdqrs.  Chattanooga,  Tenn. : 
Geitebal  :  It  is  reported  that  there  are  a  good  many  men  scattered 
along  the  borders  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  who,  whilst  that  part 
of  the  country  was  held  by  the  rebels,  belonged  to  small  bands  of  rebel 
cavalry ;  but  who,  when  the  rebels  were  driven  South,  remained  behind, 
and  most  of  whom  have  since  been  subsisting  themselves  by  marauding 
upon  their  neighbors.  Many  of  these  men  are  now  picked  up  straggling 
through  the  country,  and  others  surrender  themselves,  all  representing 
that  they  are  deserters  from  the  rebel  army,  and  asking  to  be  allowed 
to  take  advantage  of  the  President's  amnesty  proclamation  of  the  8th 
of  December,  1863.  This  matter  has  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  by  whom  I  am  instructed  to  say  that  the  commanders  of  the 
Departments  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  Ohio  will  take  such  measures 
as  may  be  necessary  to  select  from  those  of  this  class  of  rebels  who 
may  present  themselves,  or  who  may  be  captured,  such  as  may  be  per- 
mitted to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  to  designate  those  who  should 
be  held  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Rock  Island  Barracks, 

EocJc  Island,  III,  May  9, 1864, 

Col.  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners  : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  on  that 
portion  of  your  letter  of  instructions  dated  April  10, 1864,  that  refers 
to  occupying  the  prison  barracks  for  other  than  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  originally  intended.  Inclosed  I  hand  you  plan  of  west  half 
of  prison  inclosure.  Though  very  rough,  it  will  answer  the  present 
purpose.*  There  is  one  error  in  or  a  misunderstanding  of  Surgeon 
Clark's  rexwrt  in  regard  to  the  use  of  three  barracks  within  the  prison 
inclosure  for  distributing  quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores.  One 
barrack  is  used  for  issuing  commissary  stores  to  the  prisoners.  The 
stores  are  hauled  from  the  commissary  building  outside  of  the  west 
front  on  days  of  issue  to  the  issuing  barrack  to  the  right  on  enter- 
ing the  inner  gate.  In  a  conversation  w  ith  Surgeon  Clark  subsequent 
to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo  he  told  me  that  he  con- 
sidered this  a  good  arrangement.  This  plan  was  adopted  both  for  safety 
and  convenience.  It  obviates  the  necessity  of  a  long  double  line  of 
guards,  extending  from  the  inner  gate  to  the  commissary  building  on 
the  west  front.  Under  the  old  mode  for  issuing  not  only  a  heavy  detail 
for  guard  was  required,  but  the  passage-way  from  the  inner  to  the  outer 
gate  was  blocked  to  a  great  extent  for  two  out  of  every  ten  days,  interfer- 
ing with  the  teams  passing  in  for  fuel,  police  purposes,  and  with  passing 
out  and  in  of  the  various  details  of  prisoners  for  work  outside  of  the 
prison.  Generally  the  issues  of  clothing  are  made  to  small  squads  under 
guard  at  theprovost-marshal's  office.  Occasionally,  wlien  there  is  a  large 
number  to  receive  clothing,  it  is  taken  inside  and  issued  from  an  empty 

*Plan  omitted. 
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barrack.  I  had  designed  using  tbe  first  barrack  to  the  right  on  enter- 
ing the  outer  gate  for  issuing  coinuiissary  stores  after  the  hospital  and 
temporary  fences  are  removed.  With  the  above  explanations  I  trust 
it  will  meet  with  your  approval.  Every  effort  has  been  and  is  now  being 
iiijide  with  a  view  to  tiie  removal  of  the  troops  and  the  hospital  outside 
of  the  prison  inclosnre.  The  difliculty  of  obtaining  lumber  has  been  a 
serious  one,  and  it  may  still  delay  the  removal  of  the  hospitals.  The 
barracks  for  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteers  are  just  now  ready, 
and  they  are  moving  in  them.  Surgeon  Clark  suggested  that  the  seven 
barracks  they  had  been  occui)ying  remain  fenced  off,  and  that  they  be 
used  to  quarantine,  not  allowing  communication  between  the  newly 
arrived  prisoners  and  the  others  until  we  are  satisfied  that  they  are  free 
from  con  tagious  diseases.  It  met  my  hearty  approval  and  I  hope  it  will 
meet  with  your  approbation.  There  is  a  fair  prospect  that  the  new 
prisoners'  hospital  will  be  completed  within  two  weeks  from  this  date. 
That  will  clear  the  thirteen  barracks  in  the  prison  inclosure  that  are 
now  used  for  hospital  wards.  The  cases  of  variola  are  decreasing 
rapidly  and  the  prospects  are  good  for  a  comparatively  healthy  camp 
in  a  short  time. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regt,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Gomdg.  Post. 


Hbadquaeteks  ItocK  Island  Barrages, 

Rock  Island,  Til,,  May  9,  1864, 

Col.  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G,  : 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo  was  duly  received.  My 
letter  of  the  16th,  having  the  omission  of  my  signature,  is  herewith 
returned  properly  signed.  The  only  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  rebel 
hospital  of  which  I  have  any  official  knowledge  was  the  one  of  Captain 
Keyiiolds,  assistant  quartermaster,  of  the  15th  of  March,  inclosed  to 
you  in  my  letter  dated  March  21,  replying  to  yours  of  March  10.  That 
estimate  was  $24,225.  I  suppose  the  estimate  of  $18,000  was  given  by 
Surgeon  Clark  in  his  first  recommendation  of  the  constructiou  of  the 
hospital.  The  plans  were  prepared  under  his  directions  and  the  esti- 
mate given  was  not,  probably,  given  in  detail.  Such  estimates  are,  of 
course,  inaccurate,  and  usually  too  low.  When  authority  was  given 
me  to  build  the  hospital  I  conferred  with  tlie  contractors  who  were 
doing  Government  work  for  the  as.sisiant  quartermaster  in  reference  to 
letting  the  work  by  contract  on  account  of  the  prison  fund.  Objection 
was  made  by  them  to  undertaking  so  large  a  contract  and  waiting  upon 
the  prison  fund  for  payment,  as  sufficient  funds  would  not  accumulate 
to  liquidate  so  large  an  indebtedness  upon  the  completion  of  the  work. 
Subse(iueut]y  Captain  Reynolds  consented  to  take  charge  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  work,  and  immediately  commenced  the  same.  The 
materials  were  purchased  and  the  carpenters'  and  other  work  done 
under  coiitracts  then  existing  in  the  quartermaster's  department.  It 
was  ujy  understanding  that  Captain  Eeynolds  proposed  to  put  up  the 
buildings  and  liquidate  the  indebtedness  incurred  thereby,  and  I 
agreed  with  liim  to  appropriate  $4,000  monthly  out  of  the  prison  fund 
until  the  whole  cost  of  the  work  was  paid.  Captain  Keyuolds  had 
already  constructed  three  additional  variola  wards,  22  by  150  feet  each, 
and  the  other  outbuildings  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  16th  of 
IMarcli.  TliPro  are  in  all  six  variola  wards.  The  other  three  were  put 
ui)  by  me  and  have  been  paid  for  out  of  the  prison  fund. 
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On  investigation  I  believed  that  Captain  Eeynolds  could  do  this 
work  of  construction  cheaper  under  his  contracts  on  account  of  the 
quartermaster's  department  than  I  could  under  separate  contracts  on 
account  of  the  prison  fund,  and  hence  authorized  the  arrangement. 
On  the  1st  of  April,  wlien  estimates  had  been  made  by  Captain  Rey- 
nolds for  work  done  and  materials  furnished  on  account  of  the  prison 
hospital  and  the  three  wards  of  the  variola  hospitals  built  by  him, 
1  first  learned  that  he  would  not  advance  quartei'master's  funds,  but 
only  proposed  to  do  the  work  as  quartermaster,  and  required  the 
appropriation  of  $4,000  monthly  to  be  paid  the  contractors  pro  rata 
on  their  monthly  estimates.  The  contractors  objected  to  waiting  on 
the  prison  fund,  and  claim  that  Captain  Eeynolds  had  agreed  to  be 
responsible  to  them  as  quartermaster,  under  their  contract  with  him, 
and  that  they  had  famished  the  material  and  done  the  work  on 
account  of  the  quartermaster,  and  not  on  account  of  the  prison  fund, 
and  that  nothing  otherwise  had  ever  been  understood  between  them  and 
Captain  Eeynolds.  Captain  Eeynolds,  however,  refused  to  advance 
quartermaster's  funds  in  payment  of  this  indebtedness  unless  especially 
authorized  so  to  do  by  the  Quartermaster-General,  hence  my  letter  to 
you  of  the  16th  ultimo.  The  work  done  and  being  done  on  account  of 
the  prison  fund  by  Captain  Eeynolds,  assistant  quartermaster,  is  a 
rebel  hospital  complete  (having  kitchen  building,  covered  way,  fence, 
and  sentry  walk)  and  three  wards,  the  wash  and  bath  house,  one  build- 
ing for  dispensary,  &c.,  and  one  dead-house  of  the  variola  hospital.  All 
these  im])rovements  have  been  authorized  to  be  made  on  account  of  the 
prison  fund,  and,  as  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  will  cost  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $30,000.  When  fully  completed  the  rebel  hos- 
pital alone  was  estimated  by  Captain  Eeynolds  to  cost  $24,225.  Its 
actual  cost,  I  think,  will  not  vary  much  from  that  amount.  The  other 
improvements  made  by  Captain  Eeynolds  and  mentioned  in  my  letter 
of  the  16th  ultimo  swells  the  amount  to  "in  neighborhood  of  $30,000." 
The  amount  due  contractors  on  account  of  work  done  and  materials 
furnished  during  the  month  of  March,  according  to  Captain  Reynolds' 
estimate,  was  $16,000,  and  the  appropriation  of  $4,000  from  the  prison 
fund  was  paid  them  pro  rata;  $4,000  for  the  month  of  March  is  all  that 
has  been  paid  for  work  done  and  materials  furnished  by  Captain  Eey- 
nolds. On  the  Ist  of  April  the  three  variola  wards  built  by  Captain 
Eeynolds  were  completed  and  the  rebel  hospital  was  under  way. 
Nothing  had  been  said  as  to  the  monthly  appropriation  of  the  prison 
fund  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness  created  by  Captain  Eeynolds  in  the 
construction  of  the  variola  buildings.  When  he  agreed  to  build  the 
rebel  hospital  he  insisted  that  a  specified  sum  should  be  appropriated 
monthly,  and  $4,000  was  agreed  upon  as  the  largest  amount  that  I 
could  pay  out  of  the  prison  fund  and  leave  enough  remaining  to  meet 
the  other  charges  and  necessary  incidental  expenses  against  it.  I  have 
applied  to  Captain  Eeynolds,  assistant  quartermaster,  for  the  state- 
ment required  in  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  and  so  soon  as  his  reply 
is  received  I  will  forward  the  same  to  you.  My  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo 
was  suggested  by  the  statement  of  Captain  Eeynolds  that  he  would 
willingly  advance  quartermaster  funds  if  I  would  refund  $4,000  monthly, 
provided  authority  was  obtained  from  the  Quartermaster-General.  As 
this  was  a  matter  affecting  the  prison  fund  I  did  not  see  any  impro- 
priety in  your  calling  the  attention  of  the  quartermaster  to  the  facts, 
Captain  Reynolds  having  indicated  such  a  course  as  proper. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  A.J.JOHNSON, 

Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Post. 
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Office  Provost-Maeshal  op  Prisoners, 

KocK  Island  Barracks, 

Bock  Island,  III.,  May  9, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  general  condition  of  the 
police  of  prison  as  good  and  constantly  improving.  The  streets  have 
been  cleared  of  the  rubbish  which  naturally  accumulated  in  repairing 
and  grading.  The  stuinps  have  been  ronoved  and  the  avenues  made 
full  and  rounding  from  the  drains  to  the  center.  The  police  of  grounds 
around  the  new  hospitals  is,  as  it  were,  in  the  first  stages.  The  build- 
ings being  in  an  unfinished  state,  renders  it  impossible  to  near  approach 
perfection. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  CAIiAHEE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fourth  Regiment 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Provost- Marshal  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  May  10, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  circular  of 
regulations  for  government  of  prison  stations.  In  obedience  to  your 
instructions  I  have  this  day  put  it  in  operation,  but  find  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  carry  it  out  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which 
1  am  placed  here  with  regard  to  cooking  and  messing  arrangements.  1 
respectfully  submit  the  following  statement  for  your  consideration  and 
action  thereon:  There  is  only  one  cooking  range  at  this  post.  The 
rations  for  garrison  and  prisoners  have  been  issued  and  cooked  together, 
the  whole  iorming  a  post  mess.  This  method  had  to  be  adopted  and 
continued  since  1  have  been  in  command,  and  it  is  impracticable  to  have 
a  separate  apartment  for  prisoners,  there  being  now  seventy-two  here. 
With  the  reduced  rations  prescribed  in  your  circular  I  do  not  think  it 
possible  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  paragraph  5  of  said  circular 
unless  a  separate  mess  is  opened  for  prisoners,  and  for  which  there  is 
no  spare  accommodation  here  at  present.  The  method  pursued  at  this 
post  heretofore  with  regard  to  savings  of  the  ration  was  a  consolidation 
of  the  whole,  'and  at  the  end  of  each  month  an  ai)propriation  pro  rata 
for  garrison  and  prisoners,  the  amount  apportioned  to  the  prisoners 
being  expended  in  the  purchase  of  kitchen  furniture,  brooms,  buckets 
for  their  use,  and  accounted  for  in  the  post  treasurer's  account.  I  would 
respectfully  request  that  the  old  system  be  continued  at  this  post  until 
sufficient  accommodation  can  be  procured  to  introduce  that  required  by 
your  circular,  which  only  can  be  done  by  having  a  separate  mess.  The 
amount  of  soap  allowed  in  the  circular,  four  ounces  to  100  men,  is  not 
sufficient  for  personal  purposes,  without  regard  to  washing  of  the 
prisoners'  clothes. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAKTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  V.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Post. 
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Office  Lbk  Hospital,  Golumbm,  Ga.,  May  10, 1864. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State  Confederate  States  of  America: 

Sir  :  I  notice  among  the  captures  by  our  forces  reported  by  telegram 
from  Richmond  the  name  of  General  T.  Seymour,  and  have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  inform  the  Government  through  you  of  his  conduct  toward 
our  wounded  taken  prisoners  at  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  Sep- 
tember, 1862.  I  was  at  that  time  brigade  surgeon  of  General  Hays' 
brigade,  and  was  left,  in  company  with  Surg.  J.  B.  Davis,  in  charge  of  117 
wounded,  most  of  them  members  of  General  Hays'  brigade.  We  were  left 
in  a  very  destitute  condition,  but  were  visited  on  the  next  day,  after  the 
occupation  of  Sharpsburg  by  the  Yankees,  by  General  Seymour,  Avho 
immediately  ordered  the  chief  surgeon  of  his  division  to  turn  over  to  me 
any  and  all  articles  in  his  possession  that  I  might  need  for  the  use  of 
our  wounded.  During  our  stay  at  Sharpsburg  General  Seymour  visited 
the  hospital  under  my  charge  daily,  often  inquiring  if  there  were  any 
men  who  would  be  benefited  by  a  change,  and  whenever  any  were 
pointed  out  to  him  he  visited  General  McOlellan  in  person  and  procured 
paroles  for  them  to  visit  Baltimore  and  remain  there  until  such  time  as 
they  were  able  to  be  carried  within  our  lines.  He  also  supplied  those 
most  dangerously  wounded  with  delicacies  from  his  own  table  and  fur- 
nished for  the  use  of  all  a  sufficiency  of  tobacco,  thereby  mitigating  the 
sufferings  of  our  wounded  and  exhibiting  a  most  commendable  spirit 
compared  with  the  general  brutality  of  the  majority  of  the  officials 
under  whose  charge  we  were  placed.  I  have  made  this  simple  state- 
ment hoping  that  t!)e  unusual  kindness  shown  us  by  him  will  be  recip- 
rocated by  our  Government.  I  would  respectfully  refer  you,  should 
you  require  further  evidence,  to  Oapt.  William  S.  Hari^er,  Company  H, 
Seventh  Louisiana  Regiment;  Lieutenant  Knox,  Company  H,  Seventh 
Louisiana  Regiment;  Surg,  J.  B.  Davis,  Seventh  Louisiana  Regiment; 
Surgeon  Aiken,  Fifteenth  Alabama  Regiment,  and  Surg.  B.  L.  Howard, 
brigade  surgeon,  Trimble's  brigade. 

Trusting  this  statement  may  receive  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  Government,  I  am,  with  feelings  of  great  respect  and  esteem. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  ROBERTSON, 
Surgeon  in  Charge  Lee  Hospital,  Coluinbtis,  Oa. 

[IndorsemeDt.] 

May  23, 1864. 
Adjutant-General  ; 

Send  a  copy  of  this  letter  with  instructions  to  Colonel  Withers,  at 
Danville,  to  acknowledge  the  humane  and  soldierly  conduct  described 
within,  and  to  provide  for  the  comfort  of  General  Seymour  as  far  as 
consistent  and  practicable  until  he  can  be  paroled  for  exchange. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Americus,  Ga.,  May  10, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  H.  Chilton,  Inspector- General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  100,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  Richmond,  Va., 
dated  29th  of  April,  I  proceeded  to  Americus,  Ga.,  where  I  arrived  on 
Saturday,  the  7th  of  May.  On  Monday,  the  9th,  I  visited  Anderson- 
ville,  ten  miles  from  Americus,  inspected  the  Federal  prisoners  at  that 
place,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

Prisoners. — The  whole  number  of  prisoners  received  at  this  prison 
since  it  was  first  established  ou  2;5d  of  February,  18G4,  is  13,218;  the 
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numberof  deaths  since  that  time  to  this  date  is  1,026 ;  escaped  from  prison 
and  not  recaptured,  5 ;  sent  to  other  posts,  7 ;  total  now  in  prison,  12,180. 

The  prison  is  composed  of  an  area  of  ground  sixteen  and  one-half 
acres  in  extent,  situated  on  two  opposing  banks  or  sides  of  a  stream  of 
water,  which  furnishes  an  ample  supply  of  good  water  for  drinking 
and  bathing  iiurposes.  This  area  is  inclosed  by  a  stockade  made  of 
heavy  pine  posts  placed  vertically  in  the  ground  to  the  depth  of  five 
feet  and  rising  seventeen  feet  above  it.  This  indosure  is  entered  by 
two  strong  gates.  The  space  inclosed  is  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram, 
approaching  very  nearly  a  square.  On  each  side  of  the  inclosure  upon 
the  top  of  the  stockade,  so  as  to  overlook  the  interior,  are  arranged 
eight  sentry  boxes  or  platforms  which  are  about  forty  yards  distant 
from  each  other.  The  location  of  the  prison  ground  is  elevated  and 
dry  except  that  portion  bordering  immediately  on  the  stream  of  water 
and  comprising  about  one-fourth  of  the  whole  space  inclosed  by  the 
stockade,  which  is  wet  and  marshy  and  in  its  present  condition  is 
altogether  unfit  for  an  encampment;  so  that  the  prisoners  really  occupy 
only  about  twelve  acres.  The  space  therefore  allotted  to  each  man  is 
seven  by  six  feet. 

Capt.  H.  Wirz,  the  commander  of  the  prison,  is  now  endeavoring  to 
reclaim  this  piece  of  wet  land  by  draining,  and  expects  to  have  it  com- 
pleted in  a  few  days  so  as  to  make  it  a  fit  location  for  tents  or  bar- 
racks. Captain  Wirz  informs  me  that  this  work  would  have  been  done 
sooner  but  that  he  was  unable  to  obtain  the  necessary  implements  to  do 
it  with.  He  also  informs  me  that  just  so  soon  as  the  drainage  is  com- 
pleted he  designs  constructing  at  the  upper  end  of  the  stream,  inside  of 
the  stockade,  two  dams  of  different  altitudes;  the  upper  to  collect 
water  for  drinking  and  the  lower  for  bathing  purposes.  Over  the 
remainder  of  the  stream  it  is  designed  to  construct  the  sinks.  The 
stream  is  of  suiMcient  volume  and  velocity  to  carry  off  all  the  deposits. 
The  prisoners  are  not  supplied  with  barracks  or  tents  and  have  no 
shelter  except  such  as  they  have  made  with  their  blankets  and  pine 
boughs.  This,  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  will  in  my  opinion  be 
insufficient  during  the  hot  weather  of  the  summer  months.  There 
being  no  trees  or  other  protection  from  the  rays  of  the  sun  and  crowded 
together  as  they  are,  it  will  be  necessary  to  furnish  them  with  tents  or 
other  more  capacious  quarters  than  those  now  occupied  in  order  that 
they  maybe  divided  off  into  proper  streets,  admitting  a  free  circulation 
of  air  and  affording  better  facilities  for  the  enforcing  of  the  necessary 
police  regulations. 

Col.  A.  W.  Persons,  the  commandant  of  the  post,  has  engaged 
1,000,000  feet  of  lumber  to  be  sawed  near  Macon,  a  portion  of  which 
is  already  sawed,  and  he  has  collected  a  considerable  quantity  of  it  at 
the  prison  for  the  purpose  of  building  barracks.  He  informs  me  that 
this  would  have  been  done  sooner  but  for  the  want  of  transportation 
for  the  lumber  on  the  railroad  and  for  the  lack  of  the  carpenters'  tools 
necessary  for  building  purposes.  There  are  a  number  of  carpenters 
among  the  prisoners  who  are  perfectly  Avilling  to  do  work  which  will 
promote  their  own  comfort. 

Discipline. — Captain  Wirz,  the  commander  of  the  prison,  is  very  firm 
and  rigid  in  the  discipline  of  the  prisoners,  and  at  the  same  time  exer- 
cises toward  them  all  proper  acts  of  kindness.  The  whole  number  of 
prisoners  is  divided  into  detachments  of  270  men  each.  A  sergeant  is 
appointed  for  each  detachment,  whose  duty  it  is  to  cause  the  men  to 
fall  promptly  in  ranks  and  to  call  the  roll  at  7  o'clock  a.  m.  daily.  If 
any  one  is  absent  the  sergeant  is  required  to  report  the  fact  and  the 
cause  of  his  absence  immediately  to  the  commander  of  the  prison,  a 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE.   137 

failure  to  do  which  is  severely  pnnished.  For  facilitating  the  distribu- 
tion of  rations  these  detachments  of  270  are  subdivided  into  messes  of 
90  each.  Those  detailed  for  work  outside  of  the  stockade  or  sick  in 
the  hospital  are  marked  on  the  roll  books,  and  as  soon  as  their  work  is 
completed  or  they  are  discharged  from  the  hospital  they  are  returned 
to  the  squad  to  which  they  belong.  Absentees  from  roll-call  are  pun- 
ished by  withholding  their  day's  rations.  Minor  oifenses  are  punished 
l)y  work,  not  to  exceed  two  hours.  The  sergeants  are  required  after 
roll-call  to  carrj'  the  sick  to  the  hospital  and  to  return  to  their  quarters 
those  who  are  not  received.  The  prisoners  are  not  allowed  to  trade 
with  any  one  except  the  sutler  appointed  by  the  commandant  of  the 
post.  On  the  inside  of  the  stockade  and  twenty  feet  from  it  there  is  a 
dead-line  established,  over  which  no  prisoner  is  allowed  to  go,  day  or 
night,  under  jienalty  of  being  shot. 

The  officer  of  the  day  alone  is  allowed  to  pass  any  one  inside  the 
stockade,  after  having  first  ascertained  if  the  person  wishing  to  enter 
is  entitled  to  do  so,  or  has  a  pass  from  the  commandant  of  the  post. 
Visitors  having  permission  to  enter  are  allowed  to  converse  with  the 
jjrisoners  only  in  the  presence  of  the  ofttcer  of  the  day.  The  oflBcer  of 
the  day  is  required  to  examine  every  wagon  that  enters  the  stockade 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  commissary,  hospital,  or  sutler's  stores,  to 
ascertain  whether  they  contain  any  contraband  articles.  If  any  pris- 
oner makes  his  escape  and  is  recaptured  he  is  punished  by  having 
attached  to  him  a  ball  and  chain  which  is  to  remain  on  him  until  he  is 
exchanged  or  released  from  prison. 

All  the  labor  about  the  prison,  including  that  of  clerks,  is  done  by 
prisoners,  who  are  under  parole  not  to  attempt  to  escape  while  on  the 
outside  of  the  stockade. 

Privileges. — The  prisoners  were,  until  a  few  days  past,  allowed  occa- 
sionally to  go  outside  of  the  stockade  to  collect  boughs  and  other  arti- 
cles to  build  huts,  &c.,  but  owing  to  too  great  an  intimacy  which  sprung 
up  between  the  prisoners  and  their  guard,  the  exchanging  of  clothing, 
&c.,  the  commander  found  it  necessary  to  withhold  this  privilege.  The 
prisoners  are  allowed  to  send  and  receive  letters,  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  prison  commander.  A  letter  box  is  placed  inside  the  stock- 
ade for  the  reception  of  all  communications  from  the  prisoners.  They 
are  also  allowed  to  receive  boxes  sent  them  by  friends,  after  their  con- 
tents are  carefully  examined.  Those  boxes  received  for  prisoners  who 
have  died  before  their  arrival  are  turned  over  to  the  surgeon  in  charge 
for  the  use  of  the  hospital.  All  money  that  a  prisoner  may  have  is 
taken  from  him  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster,  and 
with  it  the  prisoner  is  allowed  to  buy  anything  that  the  sutler  is  licensed 
to  sell. 

Police  regulations. — Two  squads  of  prisoners  of  twenty-five  men  each 
are  detailed  every  day,  supplied  with  shovels  and  charged  with  the 
duty  of  removing  from  the  encampment  all  oflfal,  the  combustible  por- 
tion of  which  is  burned  and  the  remainder  thrown  into  the  ditch  through 
which  the  stream  of  water  flows.  Over  each  squad  one  of  the  number 
is  appointed  as  superintendent,  who  is  required  to  report  daily  to  the 
commander  of  the  prison  any  failure  of  the  squad  to  do  their  duty,  or 
any  violation  of  police  rules. 

Prison  gtiards.— The  strength  of  the  whole  guard  is— 

57tli  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers,  rank  and  file 625 

A  detachment  of  55th  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers,  rank  and  file 15d 

A  detachment  of  26th  Regiment  Alabama  Volunteers,  rank  and  tile 288 

Florida  battery "' 

Total 1'193 


138  PRISONEES   OF    WAR  AND   STATE,  ETC. 

The  battery  consists  of  four  guns,  two  lO-pouiiders,  rifled,  and  two 
Napoleon  guns.  The  number  of  men  detailed  for  guard  duty  each  day  is : 
Commissioned  officers,  7;  non-commissioned  officers,  16;  privates,  280; 
total,  303,  exclusive  of  artillery.  The  guard  is  posted  as  follows :  One 
niaii  in  each  sentry  box  on  the  top  of  the  stockade,  forty  men  at  each 
gate  in  the  day  and  eighty  at  night.  The  remainder  are  posted  in  a 
line  around  and  fifty  yards  distant  from  the  stockade.  The  reliefs  not 
on  duty  are  required  to  remain  at  or  very  near  their  posts.  The  artillery 
is  posted — a  section  of  two  guns  on  the  summit  of  a  hill  within  close 
range  and  commanding  the  gates  and  one  slope  of  the  interior  of  the 
inclosure;  the  other  section  of  two  guns  is  planted  in  a  like  manner 
on  another  hill  commanding  the  gates  and  the  other  slope  of  the  prison 
inclosure — the  two  sections  thus  supportiiig  each  other  and  command- 
ing perfectly  the  gates  and  the  whole  interior  of  the  prison.  All  the 
officers  in  command  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  prison  is  secure  as  at 
present  guarded,  but  all  ask  that  I  will  suggest  to  the  department  that 
they  believe  it  would  be  hazardous  to  the  safety  of  the  prisoners  to 
make  tlie  contemplated  change  in  the  guard  by  substituting  for  one  of 
the  regiments  now  present  a  regiment  of  the  reserve  forces  of  the  State, 
who  are  entirely  unaccustomed  to  guard  duty  aud  liable  to  the  numerous 
diseases  that  are  incident  to  the  commencement  of  camp  life. 

Commissary  department, — This  department  is  amply  supplied  with  all 
the  stores  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  prisoners.  A  large 
bakery  aud  other  culinary  arrangements  have  just  been  completed  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  cook  for  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  present. 
The  rations  issued  to  the  prisoners  are  the  same  as  those  Issued  to 
Confederate  soldiers  in  the  field,  viz,  one  pound  of  beef,  or  in  lieu 
thereof  one-third  pound  bacon  and  one-quarter  pound  meal,  with  an 
occasional  issue  of  beans  or  peas,  rice,  molasses,  aud  vinegar.  The 
rations  are  now  issued,  cooked,  in  bulk  to  squads  of  270  men,  who 
divide  them  among  themselves.  A  small  supply  of  wood  is  also  fur- 
nished them  in  the  inclosure  to  cook  anything  that  they  may  have  of 
their  own.  Before  the  completion  of  the  bakery  the  great  scarcity 
of  cooking  utensils  prevented  a  proper  preparation  of  the  food  and  thus 
materially  increased  the  number  of  cases  in  the  hospital.  The  com- 
mander of  the  prison  informs  me  that  with  the  addition  of  two  or  three 
more  boilers  to  the  present  arrangement  he  can  prepare  food  for  20,000 
men. 

Hospital  department. — The  hospital  accommodations  are  extremely 
indifferent.  The  sick  have  no  buildings  or  tents — nothing  but  thirty- 
five  tent  flies,  and  they  nearly  worn  out.  A  portion  of  the  ground 
inside  the  stockade  is  occupied  as  the  hospital,  a  space  entirely  inade- 
quate to  the  accommodation  of  the  number  of  sick  who  are  crowded  iu 
almost  as  thick  as  they  can  be  placed.  The  whole  number  of  cases  that 
have  been  treated  since  the  establishment  of  the  prison  to  the  present 
date  is  4,588;  whole  number  of  deaths,  1,036;  number  now  in  hospital, 
582.  Beside  the  number  now  in  hospital  the  surgeon  in  charge.  Doctor 
White,  informs  me  that  there  are  nearly  500  others  under  treatment 
who  are  not  in  hospital  because  there  are  no  accommodations  for  them. 
The  report  of  the  sick  and  wounded  for  the  month  of  April  exhibits  a 
ratio  of  310.1  cases  and  57.6  deaths  per  1,000  of  mean  strength.  The 
average  number  of  deaths  per  day  from  the  establishment  of  the  prison 
to  the  present  time  is  13§. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  week  ending  May  8  was  131,  mak- 
ing an  average  of  18|  per  day,  thus  showing  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  mortality  during  the  past  week,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
this  increase  will  continue  unless  a  decided  improvement  is  made  iu 
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the  hospital  accommodatious  and  the  comfort  of  the  prisoners.  At 
the  earnest  request  of  the  officers  commanding  the  prison  and  the  sur- 
geon in  chief  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so)  I  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  permission  be  granted  the  surgeon  in  charge  to  move  the 
hospital  to  the  outside  of  the  stockade,  and  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
tents  be  furnisliod  him  for  the  accommodation  of  1,000  sick.  There  is 
a  shady  grove  within  100  yards  of  the  prison  which  would  be  an  excel- 
lent location  for  a  hospital.  The  reasons  urged  for  this  change  are 
that  tlie  hospital  patients  are  much  crowded  in  their  present  position; 
the  prisoners  with  their  camp-tires  are  densely  crowded  around  the 
hospitals,  preventing  a  free  circulation  of  air,  so  necessary  to  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases,  and  the  frequent  forages  of  the  well  prisoners  upon 
the  hospital,  rendering  it  impossible  to  keep  the  patients  supplied  with 
proper  comforts.  The  hospital  is  divided  into  two  divisions,  with  a 
full  surgeon  in  charge  of  each.  One  of  these  divisions  is  subdivided 
into  three  and  the  other  into  two  wards,  each  ward  under  the  care  of 
an  assistant  surgeon.  A  sufficient  number  of  nurses  and  hospital 
stewards  for  all  purposes  are  detailed  from  the  number  of  prisoners. 
There  is  a  surgeon  appointed  each  day  as  professional  officer  of  the 
day,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  hospital  is  well  policed,  and  that 
the  nurses  and  stewards  discharge  their  duties  promptly  and  efficiently, 
and  this  officer  is  required  to  make  a  daily  morning  report. 

In  justice  to  Doctor  White,  the  surgeon  in  charge,  permit  me  to  say 
that  he  seems  to  attend  faithfully  to  his  duties,  and  regrets  exceed- 
ingly that  he  has  been  furnished  with  no  better  hospital  accommoda- 
tions. He  attributes  the  large  ratio  of  death  to  the  lack  of  vitality  in 
the  subjects,  produced  by  long  confinement  in  prison  with  its  depress- 
ing influences  on  the  mind.  The  diseases  most  prevalent  among  the 
prisoners  are  diarrhea  and  dysentery.  There  is,  about  one  mile  from 
the  prison,  a  smallpox  hospital  under  the  care  of  one  surgeon  and  one 
assistant  surgeon,  and  containing  only  a  few  cases  of  smallpox. 

Condition  of  the  prisoners.— A  large  majority  of  the  prisoners  in  their 
clothing  and  persons  are  extremely  dirty,  and  assign  as  the  reason 
that  they  are  furnished  witli  a  very  small  supply  of  soap.  To  the 
truth  of  this  the  commander  of  the  prison  testifies,  and  says  the  com- 
missaiy  has  been  unable  to  obtain  a  sufficient  supply. 

General  remarks.— 1  have  been  requested  by  the  colonel  commanding 
the  post  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  in  Ilichmond  the 
importance  of  having  a  cavalry  company  stationed  at  the  prison,  in 
addition  to  the  present  guard,  to  act  as  an  outpost  guard,  and  to  pur- 
sue and  recapture  those  who  may  chance  to  make  their  escape.  He 
■  suggested  that  this  company  be  organized  out  of  the  reserve  forces  of 

the  State.  ,  .,,         ^    ^  . 

I  take  pleasure  in  this  report  in  testifying  to  the  abUity  and  efficiency 
of  Captain  Wirz,  the  commander  of  the  prison.  His  activity  and  zeal 
in  the  discharge  of  his  arduous  duties  is  highly  commendable. 

In  accordance  with  your  re()uest  I  shall  await  further  orders  at  this 
place.    Hoping  that  this  report  may  furnish  such  information  as  you 

may  desire,  ,     ,.     a.  ^. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  BOWIE, 
Gapt.  and  Insp.  in  Adjt.  and  Jnsp.  OeneraVs  Dept.,  Richmond,  Va. 

[Indorsement.] 

Pile.  Facts  called  to  General  Winder's  attention.  Hospital  removed 
and  other  arrangements  ordered. 
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ETC. 


Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Dkpt.  of  West  Virginia, 

Hear  Dublin  Depot,  W.  Va.,  May  10, 1864. 
I,  Thomas  Smith,  lieutenant-colonel  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  Virginia 
Infantry,  C.  S.  Army,  do  solemnly  declare  that  I  will  observe  each  and 
all  of  the  obligations  hereinafter  given  in  this  my  parole  of  honor. 

First.  That  I  will  report  in  person  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
U.  S.  forces  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  as  soon  as  I  am  able  to  travel,  if 
in  the  meantime  I  am  not  duly  exchanged. 

THOMAS  SMITH, 
Lieutetiant- Colonel  Thirty-sixth  Virginia  Infantry,  G.  8.  Army. 

Witness : 

JAMES  ALLEN, 
Captain,  Second  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  and 
Provost-Marshal  Third  Division,  Dept.  of  West  Virginia. 

[First  iDdorsemeDt.] 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Bureau  of  Exchange,  June  24,  1864. 
The  Federal  authorities  contend  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  captors  to 
keep  a  prisoner  in  actual  custody  and  deliver  him  at  either  City  Point 
or  Vicksburg,  and  that  if  a  prisoner  is  released  on  parole  in  any  other 
way,  or  delivered  elsewhere,  the  parole  "is  null  and  void"  and  not 
"binding."    As  long  as  this  is  the  Federal  doctrine,  self-defense  com 
pels  us  to  adopt  a  like  rule.    This  parole  clearly  comes  within  this 
rule.    It  is  therefore  declared  null  and  void,  and  this  officer  is  free  to 
return  at  once  to  duty  with  his  command. 
By  order: 

W.  H.  HATCH, 
Gapt.  and  Asst.  Adjutant-General,  Asst.  Agent  of  Exchange. 

[Second  indorBoiiient.  I 

June  28, 1864. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  on  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  Federal 
authorities,  that  this  parole  can  have  no  validity  or  obligation.    It  is 
null  and  of  no  effect,  binding  neither  in  law  nor  honor. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Tbinl  iiidoraement.] 


Adjutant-General  : 
Order  this  officer  to  return  to  duty. 


June  30,  1864. 


J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


Headquarters,  &o.,  May  11,  1864. 
Brigadier  General  H  inks  : 

Countermand  my  order  to  send  boat  to  Fort  Monroe.    The  prisoners 
will  be  turned  over  to  Major  Mulford. 

BENJ.  F.  BDTLEK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Forces  on  Johnson's  Island, 

Near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  May  11, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  succeeded 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  forces  here  and  at 
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Sandusky  on  the  8th  instant  and  have  established  my  headquarters  on 
the  island.  Last  night  I  received  your  letter  addressed  to  Brig.  Gen. 
H.  D.  Terry  in  relation  to  the  necessity  of  increased  vigilance  in  doing 
guard  duty  over  the  prisoners.  I  take  pleasure  in  assuring  you  that 
your  instructions  in  that  regard  shall  be  fully  complied  with. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  HILL, 
Colonel  128th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Headquabteks,  Off  City  Point,  May  11, 1864. 
Egbert  Ould,  Esq.,  Confederate  Commissioner  of  Exchange: 

Sir  :  Being  inibrmed  that  the  police  guard,  surgeon,  hospital  attend- 
ants, and  signal  officer  captured  at  City  Point  yesterday  were  left  there 
for  the  purposes  connected  with  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  I  have 
ordered  their  release. 

Tour  attention  is  most  earnestly  invited  to  my  communication  in 
relation  to  colored  soldiers. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

BEN.T.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Office  Insp.  Gen.  and  Commissioner  op  Exchange, 

Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria,  La.,  May  11, 1864. 
Maj.  William  M.  Levy, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Commissioner,  &c.: 

Major  :  Your  communication  of  May  7,  inclosing  copy  [of  J  statement 
of  Surg.  E.  T.  Gibbs,  C.  S.  Army,  of  the  circumstances  of  his  cap- 
ture and  imprisonment,  was  received  by  me  only  this  a.  m.,  its  delivery 
having  been  accidentally  delayed  until  that  time.  I  have  had  your 
letter  and  the  inclosed  statement  before  Major-Geueral  Banks,  and  am 
directed  by  him  to  say  that  he  regrets  exceedingly  the  violation  of 
existing  agreements  disclosed  by  the  narrative  of  Doctor  Gibbs.  The 
detention  of  the  surgeons  named  as  prisoners  of  war  and  their  treat- 
ment while  so  detained  was  wholly  Avithout  his  knowledge,  was  due  to 
the  maladministration  of  subordinate  officers,  and  is  entirely  disap- 
proved by  him,  and  he  is  gratified  to  observe  that  Doctor  Gibbs  himself 
testifies  to  the  fact  that  the  grievances  complained  of  were  corrected, 
and  as  far  as  possible  redressed  as  soon  as  brought  to  his  knowledge. 

Major-General  Banks  also  directs  me  to  say  that  instructions  shall  at 
once  be  given  all  officers  of  his  coinmaud  having  charge  of  prisoners 
that  surgeons  of  the  O.  S.  Army  captured  by  the  U.  S.  forces  in  this 
department  shall  not  be  held  nor  regarded  as  prisoners  of  war,  but 
when  their  professional  services  are  not  required,  and  as  soon  as  cir- 
cumstances permit,  shall  be  sent  within  their  own  lines  without  parole 
or  exchange.  Also  that  enlisted  men,  duly  detailed  as  nurses  or 
attendants  upon  the  sick  and  wounded,  while  rendering  needed  services 
as  such,  shall  not  be  molested  nor  taken  prisoners. 

I  will  make  personal  effort  to  restore  to  you,  if  possible,  the  horses 
and  other  property  taken  from  Surgeons  Gibbs  and  Thompson. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  yesterday  cai-rying  the  sad  intelligence  of  tlie  death  of  Capt. 
A.  W.  Chapman  and  inclosing  letters  from  Surgeon  Wilcox  and  others. 
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Oapt.  C.  LeD.  Elgee  as  soon  as  he  reaches  the  army  will  be  seut  to 
your  lines  to  be  exchanged  for  Oaptaiu  Hall. 

It  will  not  be  practicable  for  us  to  bring  Major  Grace  from  the  North, 
but  any  other  oflBcer  of  the  same  rank  whom  we  may  hold  in  this 
department  will  be  exchanged  for  Major  Cowan. 

I  am,  maior,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  CHAS.  C.  DWJGHT, 

Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Inspector- General,  Commissioner,  die. 


Headqtjaetees  Post  of  Chicago, 

Chicago,  III.,  Moa/  13,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  copies  of  a  com- 
munication to  me  from  Maj.  L.  C.  Skinner,  commissary  of  prisoners  at 
Camp  Douglas,  reference  to  Capt.  N.  W.  Edwards  and  his  report  and 
recommendation  thereon,  on  the  subject  of  a  reduction  of  the  rations 
to  prisoners  of  war  at  this  post.  This  communication,  reference,  and 
recommendation,  made  after  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  April  20, 
1864,  is  based  on  the  experience  of  the  officers  making  the  same,  in 
issuing  and  watching  the  consumption  of  rations,  and  the  ration  as  rec- 
ommended seems  here  amply  suflicient.  I  respectfully  submit  the  same 
for  your  consideration.  1  have  instructed  the  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence not  to  issue  the  hominy  ration  till  further  orders,  as  it  has  been 
and  is  entirely  wasted,  and  have  also  cut  off  the  issue  of  candles,  as  the 
main  use  made  of  them  is  to  tunnel  out  at  night.  They  cannot  dig 
much  without  lights.  With  them  a  hole  once  commenced  and  kept  con- 
cealed, they  make  rapid  progress  in  the  loose  sandy  soil  where  the  camp 
is  located. 

Eespectfully  asking  your  approval  of  my  action  in  stopping  the  ration 
of  hominy  and  candles, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  SWEET, 
Colonel  Eighth  Begt.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding. 

[InclOBuru  No.  1.] 

Office  Commissary  of  Prisoners, 

Camp  J)ouglas,  III.,  May  10,  18b4. 
Col.  B.  J.  Sweet, 

Commundiiig  Post  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  III. : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  my  opinion  the 
ration  issued  to  prisoners  of  war  is  too  large,  as  they  waste  a  large  per- 
centage of  them.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  following 
reductions  be  made  from  the  schedule  given  by  the  Oommissary-Greneral 
of  Prisoners  in  his  circular  of  instructions,  April  liO,  1864: 


Pre&eut  issue; 


Soft  breafl,  18  onnces ouncea.. 

Corn-meal,  18  ounces do — 

Homin  J  or  rice,  100  men  8  pounds pounds . 

Sugar,  100  men  M  pounds do — 

Kio  coffee,  5  pounds,  ground do.  - . 

Eio  coffee,  7  pounds,  raw do-  - . 

Tea,  18  ounces  100  ineu ounces. 

Soap,  4  ounces  (probably  meantr4  pounds) pounds. 

AilaniantiiiK  candles,  5  ciindles  100  men 

Tallow  candles,  6  candles  100  men 


Amount 
proposed. 


2 

16 

2 

16 

H 

4 

10 

2 

3 

2 

5 

1H 

^ 

R 

fi 
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I  recommend  the  doing  away  with  the  ration  of  hominy,  tea,  and  can- 
dles entirely,  for  this  reason :  I  am  told  by  Captain  Sponable,  inspector- 
general  of  prisoners,  that  they  waste  the  ration  of  hominy  almost 
entirely,  and  I  do  not  consider  tea  necessary,  and  as  for  candles,  I  can 
see  no  nse  of  their  having  them,  except  to  be  used  in  tunneling  or  in 
studying  up  some  other  means  of  escape. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  0.  SKINNER, 
Major,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  and  Commissary  of  Prisoners. 

[Inoloaare  No.  2.] 

Chicago,  III.,  May  11, 1864. 
Col.  B.  J.  Sweet,  Commanding  Post: 

Colonel  :  I  would  recommend  that  the  ration  to  prisoners  shall  be 
composed  as  follows :  Hard  bread,  Id  ounces  per  one  ration  or  16  ounces 
soft  bread  per  one  ration,  or  corn-meal  16  ounces  per  one  ration;  beef, 
14  oances,  or  pork  or  bacon  10  ounces  per  one  ration;  beans,  6  quarts, 
or  8  pounds  of  hominy,  per  100  rations;  sugar,  12  pounds  per  100 
rations;  coffee,  4  pounds  roasted  or  roasted  ground,  or  5  pounds  green 
per  100  rations;  soap,  4  pounds  per  100  rations;  salt,  2  quarts  per  100 
rations;  molasses,  1  quart  per  100  rations;  potatoes,  30  pounds;  pepper, 
4  ounces;  no  rice,  vinegar,  or  candles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  W.  EDWAEDS, 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Macon,  Ga.,  May  13, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

I  have  sent  two  regiments  to  Anderson  to  guard  prisoners,  without 
quartermaster,  commissary,  or  surgeon,  and  am  informed  no  medical 
attendance  can  be  furnished  at  the  post.    I  again  ask  what  to  do? 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-General. 

[First  indoTsement.] 

Shown  to  the  Surgeon-General,  who  will  send  necessary  medical  aid. 

[Second  indorsement.]  ^  ^„  . 

May  17, 1864. 
General  Winder: 
Is  there  no  quartermaster  or  commissary  at  Anderson? 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Third  indorBement.] 

May  — ,  1864. 

Eespectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
There  is  Quartermaster  and  commissary  both  at  AndersonviUe,  «ja. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  8.  G.,  May  13, 1864. 
Surgeon  Kinloch,  Acting  Medical  Director  of  Hospitals: 

Sir  :  1  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  his  orders  relative  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  prisoners'  hospital 
must  be  carried  out  at  once.  The  abolition  prisoners,  white  and  black, 
must  be  placed  in  a  separate  ward  of  some  other  hospital  and  be  kept 
distinct  from  our  own  sick. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Navy  Department,  May  14, 1864. 
Hon,  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  recently  obtained  from  the  TJ.  S.  marshal  at  New  York 
a  list  of  the  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  on  the  charge  of 
blockade-running,  &c.,  by  direction  of  this  Department,  and  have 
authorized  Lieut.  Ool.  Martin  Burke  to  release  certain  of  them.  Of  the 
number  remaining  there  the  following  are  important  prisoners,  and  I 
have  to  request  that  they  may  not  be  disposed  of  in  any  way  without 
the  concurrence  of  this  Department:* 

In  reference  to  the  blockade  runners  committed  to  any  of  the  forts 
by  direction  of  this  Department,  I  would  state  that  the  object  in  send- 
ing them  there  is  for  their  safer  custody,  and,  although  in  military  cus- 
tody, it  is  the  desire  of  the  Department  that  they  should  still  be 
regarded  as  naval  prisoners,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  Navy 
De])artment  only,  excepting  those  which  may  be  turned  over  to  you  to 
be  disposed  of  by  exchange  or  otherwise.  In  future  I  shall  cause  you 
to  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  those  deemed  important  and  not  to  be 
disposed  of  without  the  concurrence  of  this  Department,  as  well  as  of 
those  deemed  unimportant  and  whom  you  may  exchange  or  otherwise 
di8X)0se  of  as  you  may  deem  best. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Indorsement.] 

War  Department,  May  20,  1864. 
Eespectfiilly  referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  for  file 
for  future  reference  and  guidance  in  any  of  the  cases  to  which  these 
lists  relate. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

LOUIS  H.  PELOUZB, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Judge-Advooate-General's  Office,  May  14, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  Burbridge  : 

General:  Information  has  reached  the  Secretary  of  War  that 
among  the  prisoners  in  your  possession  are  quite  a  number  captured 
with  arms  in  their  hands  who,  under  the  President's  amnesty  proclama- 
tion, had  previously  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  It  is  added  that  the 
proof  against  many  of  them  is  of  the  most  conclusive  character,  con- 
sisting of  the  written  oath  found  upon  their  persons.    Such  offenders 

'List  here  omitted  coutaiDS  thirty -tUree  uames. 
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are  not  entitled  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  should  be  at  once 
put  upon  their  trial  before  a  military  commission  for  a  violation  of  their 
oaths  and  of  the  laws  and  customs  of  war.  Their  criminality  is  of  the 
most  atrocious  nature,  and  should  be  visited  with  the  heaviest  chastise- 
ment known  to  the  law.  Such  is  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  who  instructs  me  to  say  that,  beginning  with  the  most  conspicu- 
ous cases,  you  should  proceed  with  the  utmost  promptitude  and  vigor 
m  bringing  these  perjured  traitors  to  punishment,  and  that  when  con- 
victed the  execution  of  tbeir  sentences  should  be  swift  and  unhesitating. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate-  General. 

Belle  Plain,  Va.,  May  14, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Abeeobombie, 

Commanding  Post  and  Defenses,  Belle  Flam,  Va.  ; 

General  :  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  the  honor 
to  request  you  will  forward  the  enlisted  prisoners  of  war  now  at  this 
post  to  Point  Lookout  as  soon  as  the  transportation  ordered  to  report 
for  the  purpose  arrives,  and  please  forward  to  the  same  point  any  pris- 
oners that  may  hereafter  be  sent  in  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to 
the  number  in  all  of  15,000. 

Please  forward  to  Fort  Delaware  any  rebel  officers  who  may  be 
received  not  exceeding  600  and  not  to  exceed  2,000  enlisted  men. 

If  practicable,  a  gun-boat  should  accompany  the  transport  conveying 
prisoners  to  Fort  Delaware,  but  in  any  case  an  ample  guard  should  be 
on  the  vessel  with  orders  to  be  particularly  vigilant.  If  possible, 
cooked  rations  should  be  furnished  the  prisoners  before  embarking. 

I  have  ordei'ed  a  supply  of  blank  rolls  to  be  furnished,  which  I 
respectfully  request  may  be  [filled]  up  with  the  names  of  the  prisoners 
by  regiments  and  companies,  if  practicable,  while  they  are  detained 
here. 

Please  direct  the  officer  who  has  charge  of  the  prisoners  to  take  a 
receipt  for  the  number  delivered,  and  to  account  by  name  for  any  not 
delivered,  a  copy  to  be  sent  to  this  office  in  Washington. 

Small  parties  of  officers  may  be  delivered  to  the  provost- marshal  in 
Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General's  order  directing  transportation  for  prisoners  to  be  furnished.* 

Oapt.  A.  D.  Collins,  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps,  is  here  by  direction  of 
the  War  Department  in  charge  of  receiving  and  forwarding  by  tele- 
graph communications  between  the  War  Department  and  the  head- 
quarters of  the  army  in  the  field. 

I  have  already  mentioned  to  you  verbally  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  organization  of  a  line  of  dispatch 
bearers  to  and  from  the  headquarters  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant, 
and  the  necessary  orders  have  already  been  given  for  two  lines  a  day, 
at  12  m.  and  G  p.  m.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  would  prob- 
ably be  found  most  convenient  to  fix  as  the  hours  of  departure  at  this 
point  6  a.  m.  and  12  m.  They  would  then  return  from  headquarters  at 
12  m.  and  6.  p.  m. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

*  Omitted. 
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Headquarters  Military  Station, 

Alton,  III,  May  14,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D,  G.: 
Colonel  :  I  respectfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commnni- 
cation  inclosing  copies  of  instructions  issued  from  time  to  time  from 
your  office  to  Col.  William  Weer,  Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers,  late  com- 
manding this  post,  and  requesting  a  report  of  the  condition  in  which  I 
found  the  records  of  the  office.  I  have  to  report  that  I  arrived  here  on 
the  26th  of  April,  and  on  the  27th  I  assumed  command  and  made  an 
inspection  of  the  prison,  oftices,  quarters,  and  hospitals,  and  I  have 
since  that  time  more  leisurely  and  thoroughly  inspected  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  post.  I  find  the  prison  in  bad  repair  and  police,  the  prison 
hospital  roof  leaking  so  badly  as  to  make  it  almost  uninhabitable,  and 
the  wall  on  the  north  side  weak  and  tottering.  On  a  representation  of 
these  facts  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri he  instructed  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  to  have 
the  necessary  repairs  made,  and  the  work  has  been  promptly  com- 
menced. The  quartermaster's  and  commissary  departments  of  the  post 
are  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  records  in  the  prison  and 
at  headquarters  were  in  a  most  confused  and  defective  state.  At  the 
prison  one  book,  which  has  been  used  by  successive  commanding  offi- 
cers, purports  to  contain  a  list  of  all  the  prisoners  who  have  been 
received  at  the  prison,  with  their  description  and  what  became  of  them. 
It  contains  the  names  of  many  who  are  not  here  now,  and  yet  does  not 
record  the  final  disposition  made  of  them.  Many  who  have  been  in 
])rison  are  not  recorded  at  all,  and  there  are  some  still  in  the  prison 
whose  names  do  not  correspond  with  the  record,  or  are  not  recorded. 
1  have  directed  new  record  books  to  be  started,  one  for  each  class  of 
prisoners,  which  will  contain  all  that  I  found  in  prison  when  I  took 
command,  and  all  received  by  me  since,  and  from  the  old  record  book 
I  will  do  the  best  possible  to  give  all  information  that  may  be  required. 
Eetained  copies  of  rolls  and  returns  are  in  many  instances  lost  or  mis- 
laid, and  the  records  at  headquarters  are  very  deficient.  Copies  of 
correspondence  have  been  most  imperfectly  kept,  and  many  important 
letters  and  instructions  are  reported  by  Colonel  Weer  to  have  been 
stolen  from  his  desk.  I  shall  go  on  under  the  instructions  contained  in 
your  circular  of  April  20, 1864,  and  the  copies  of  instructions  to  Colonel 
Weer,  furnished  by  your  office,  and  get  the  entire  business  of  the  post 
systematically  arranged  and  organized,  and  I  hope  in  a  short  time  to 
be  able  to  report  a  more  satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  COPELAND, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Adjutant-General's  Offkje,  Washington,  May  14, 1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Sir  :  I  am  to-day  informed  that  there  are  quite  a  number  of  barracks 
at  Blmira,  N.  Y.,  which  are  not  occupied,  and  are  fit  to  hold  rebel 
prisoners.  Quite  a  large  number  of  those  lately  captured  could  be 
accommodated  at  this  place.  1  give  you  this  information  for  you  to 
make  such  use  of  it  as  you  think  proper. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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INSP.  Gen.'s  Office,  Dist.  op  Western  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field,  May  Id,  1864. 
Col.  C.  0.  DWIOHT,  .' 

Acting  Assistant  Inspector- Oeneral,  Commissioner,  tfcc; 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  11th  instant. 

Major-General  Taylor  instructs  me  to  convey  his  gratification  at  the 
disclaimer  by  Major-General  Banks  of  the  detention,  as  prisoners  of 
war,  of  Surgeon  Gibbs  and  his  associates. 

Instructions  similar  to  those  given  by  Major-General  Banks  relative 
to  the  status  and  treatment  of  surgeons,  nurses,  and  attendants  on  the 
sick  and  wounded  have  been  given  by  Major-General  Taylor. 

Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copy  of  a  communication  from 
Surgeon  Wilcox,  TJ.  S.  Army,  senior  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  wounded 
prisoners  of  Major-General  Banks'  army  who  are  at  Mansfield. 

Major-General  Taylor  instructs  me  to  state  that  considerations  of 
humanity  would  prompt  an  immediate  compliance  with  the  request  and 
suggestions  of  Surgeon  Wilcox,  but  when  thus  influenced  in  the  case 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  who  were  captured  by  our  forces  in  June  last 
at  Brashear  City,  paroled,  sent  into  your  lines,  delivered  to  your  mili- 
tary authorities,  and  receipts  given  for  them,  the  paroles  were  pro- 
nounced invalid  by  Majior-General  Banks,  and  the  men  released  from 
their  obligation  and  placed  on  duty  on  an  alleged  noncompliance  on 
our  part  with  some  technicality.  Before  acceding  to  the  proposition 
of  Surgeon  Wilcox,  Majoi-General  Taylor  must  have  the  consent  of 
Major-General  Banks  to  receive  them  and  his  assurance  that  the  paroles 
shall  be  recognized  as  binding  until  the  prisoners  thus  delivered  shall  be 
duly  exchanged  iu  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  our  cartel  of  Jan- 
uary 4, 1864.  An  early  answer  upon  this  subject  is  requested.  Here- 
with I  take  pleasure  iu  forwarding  a  package  of  letters  from  some  of 
the  prisoners  who  are  in  our  hands. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  M.  LEVY, 

Major,  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral,  Commissioner,  <l;c. 

[Inclosure.] 

Mansfield,  La.,  May  ll,  1864. 
Maj.  E.  Surget, 

Assistant  Adjutant- &etieral.  District  of  Western  Louisiana: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  apply  through  you  to  the  commanding  gen- 
eral of  the  Confederate  forces  of  this  department  for  his  permission  to 
have  the  sick  and  wounded  troops  of  the  U.  8.  forces,  now  prisoners  at 
this  place,  paroled  and  forwarded  in  the  usual  military  form  through 
the  Confederate  lines  into  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces,  also  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  nurses  now  in  attendance  upon  them  to  give  them  neces- 
sary care  in  transportation,  together  with  the  U  S.  medical  officers  in 
charge  thereof,  under  the  superintendence  of  your  medical  director. 

The  following  reasons  have,  after  consultation  with  the  medical  officers 
in  charge,  induced  me  to  make  the  foregoing  application : 

First.  A  number  of  the  men  are  permanently  disabled  for.  military 
service,  and  would  be  discharged  as  soon  as  returned. 

Second.  A  large  number  are  temporarily  disabled  for  months,  and  by 
being  paroled  and  furnished  with  good  hospital  accommodations  in  our 
lines  may  recover;  which  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  they  will  not  with 
the  depressing  influence  of  being  prisoners  acting  upon  them. 

Third.  The  season  of  year  is  approaching  when  epidemics  and  malarial 
diseases  are  most  liable  to  prevail  in  this  climate,  and  such  change  of 


148  PEISONEES   OP   WAR  AND   STATE,  ETC. 


place  might  save  the  men  from  influences  that  gradually  increase  where 
so  many  wounded  are  placed  in  close  proximity  as  are  now  in  this  village. 
Fourth:  It  is  diflBcult  to  obtain  necessary  medical  and  hospital  sup- 
plies, although  every  effort  has  been  made  to  supply  deficiencies  by 
Doctors  Eagan  and  Taylor,  and  indeed  all  the  Confederate  surgeons,  to 
whom  we  feel  truly  grateful  for  their  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  complete  list  of  sick  and  wounded,  also  of  nurses 
and  attendants,  with  rank,  regiment,  and  condition.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  above  at  your  earliest 
convenience. 

Most  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

L.  K.  WILCOX, 
Surgeon  130th  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  Medical  Director 

Fourth  Division,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 


Shreveport,  [May]  14, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  O.  Hubert  : 

General  Banks  has  not  released  any  of  the  surgeons  captured  by 
him.  General  Smith  directs  that  you  keep  the  surgeons  until  the 
enemy's  policy  is  known. 

W.  E.  BOGGS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


[Mat  16,  1864. — For  Stanton  to  Meigs,  directing  arrest  of  Mayor 
Slaughter,  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  XXXVI,  Part  II, 
p.  829.] 


Ofucb  Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners, 

Book  Island  Barracks, 

Boch  Island,  III,  May  16, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  police  of  prison  as  good. 
Great  care  is  beiug  taken  as  the  warm  weather  approaches  to  keep  the 
grounds  free  from  filth  and  slops,  which,  with  a  large  police  force  each 
day,  is  easily  accomplished.  No  change  of  importance  lias  taken  place 
during  the  past  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  P.  CAEAHEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners. 


Cell  in  Libby  Prison,  Richmond,  Va.,  May  16, 1864. 
Hon.  Waitman  T.  Willey,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  29th  day  of  January  last,  in  an  engagement  near 
Moorefield,  W.  Va.,  I  was  captured  by  a  body  of  Confederate  cavalry. 
From  the  date  of  my  capture  to  the  3d  of  the  present  month  I  was 
treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  1  was  then  notified  by  the  prison  author- 
ities that  I  had  been  selected  by  the  Confederate  Government  to  be 
held  as  a  hostage  for  a  Major  Armesy,  C.  S.  Army,  now  held  by  the 

*  Liat  omitted. 
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United  States.    I  was  also  placed  in  a  small  cell  in  the  basement  of 
Libby  Prison. 

I  could  willingly  suffer,  endure  this  torturing  confinement,  if  thereby 
my  Government  derived  the  slightest  benefit;  but  to  be  thus  confined, 
to  suffer  for  the  misdeeds  of  others,  without  beneficial  results  to  the 
cause  for  which  L  contend,  is  certainly  very  galling. 

Confined  in  the  small  cell  that  I  now  am,  with  the  diet  I  receive,  it  is 
impossible  for  my  constitution  to  stand  imprisonment  long.  Hence  I 
am  induced  to  request  that  you  will  use  your  influence  in  my  behalf, 
and  if  at  all  possible  accomplish  my  speedy  release. 

Major  Armesy,  for  whom  1  am  held,  has  now  been  conflLed  over  a  year, 
and  I  understand  his  case  is  not  without  extenuating  circumstances. 

Cannot  my  Government  consistently  exchange  him  for  me  and  place 
one  of  her  soldiers,  now  imprisoned,  in  the  field  where  he  is  not  only 
willing  but  anxious  to  fight  her  battles?  I  am  willing  to  give  my  life 
to  my  country  on  the  field  of  battle,  but  the  slow,  lingering  deatli  of 
hopeless  confinement  and  starvation  is  uncalled  for  and  void  of  glory. 

May  I  ask  that  you  will  give  the  matter  your  personal  attention  and, 
if  convenient,  will  you  honor  me  with  a  communication  upon  the  subject? 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  GOFP,  Jk., 
Major,  Fourth  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Prisoner  of  War. 

[first  indorsement.] 

Referred  to  General  Hitchcock  for  report  as  to  the  case  of  Major 
Armesy  and  why  he  is  held. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  indorsemeut.] 

Washington,  June  8, 1864. 
T.  D.  Armesy  is  held  under  the  sentence  of  a  military  commission 
vide  General  Orders,  No.  397,  December  16, 1863  (herewith  annexed).* 
I  know  of  no  mode  of  meeting  the  outrage  upon  Major  Goff  but  that 
of  ordering  into  close  confinement  a  rebel  prisoner  of  corresponding 
rank,  which  I  therefore  recommend,  and  that  notice  of  the  same  be  sent 
to  the  rebel  authorities. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


'[Third  indorsement.] 

Approved. 


E.  M.  STANTON. 


[May  17, 1864. — For  Meigs  to  Stanton,  reporting  efforts  to  secure  the 
arrest  of  Mayor  Slaughter,  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XXXVI,  Part  II,  p.  854,] 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  May  17, 1864 — 4.08  p.  m. 
Capt.  G.  W.  Berry,  Provost-Marshal,  Covington,  Ky. : 

The  following  telegram  having  been  sent  to  you  on  the  7th  instant, t 
and  no  acknowledgment  or  report  having  been  received,  the  Secretary 

*  See  Vol.  VI,  this  series,  p.  708.  t  See  Stanton  to  Berry,  p.  127. 
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of  War  directs  me  to  ask  an  explanation  for  the  neglect  which  you 
have  exhibited  in  this  matter,  and  to  report  at  once  what  steps  you 
have  taken  to  arrest  the  man. 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 

Inspector-  General. 


[Mat  18, 1864.— For  Grant  to  commanding  officer  Confederate  forces 
near  Old  Wilderness  Tavern,  iu  relation  to  medical  supplies,  &c.,  for 
Union  wounded  soldiers,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXVI,  Part  II,  p.  865.  | 


Covington,  Ky.,  May  18, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  the  man  alluded  to  as  having 
been  at  the  massacre  of  Port  Pillow,  but  without  avail.  Will  write  all 
particulars. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  BEKRT, 
Captain  and  Provost-Marshal  Sixth  District  Kentucky. 


Navy  Department,  May  19, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  list  of  naval  prisoners  now  confined  in  Fort 
Warren,  whom  the  Department  desires  may  not  be  exchanged  or 
released  without  its  concurrence.* 

Oil  the  roll  of  prisoners  furnished  this  Department  by  the  comman- 
dant of  Fort  Warren  as  naval  prisoners  are  included  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  rebel  pirate  Tacony.  They  were  not  captured  by  the  Navy 
and  are  not.  therefore,  prisoners  under  the  control  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. They  are,  however,  very  important  ones,  and  of  course  they 
will  not  be  released  or  exchanged  if  it  can  be  avoided ;  at  least  they 
should  not  be. 

Very  respectfully,  t&c, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Office  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  May  19, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  2>.  C; 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  the  ration  as  now  issued  to 
prisoners  of  war  may  be  considerably  reduced  without  depriving  them 
of  the  food  necessary  to  keep  them  in  health,  and  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  hereafter  the  ration  be  composed  as  follows,  viz:  Hard 
bread,  14  ounces,  or  16  ounces  soft  bread;  corn-meal,  IG  ounces;  beef, 
14  ounces;  pork  or  bacon,  10  ounces;  beans,  6  quarts  per  100  men,  or 
rice,  8  pounds  per  100  men ;  sugar,  12  pounds  per  100  men ;  coffee,  5 
pounds  ground  or  7  pounds  raw  per  100  men,  or  tea,  1  pound  per  100 

*  List  (here  omitted)  contains  91  names. 
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men;  soap,  4  pounds  per  100  men ;  salt,  2  quarts  per  100  men ;  vinegar, 3 
quarts  per  100  men ;  molasses,  1  quart  per  100  men ;  potatoes,  15  pounds 
per  100  men.  I  also  recommend  that  ration  of  sugar  and  coffee,  as 
above  fixed,  be  issued  only  every  other  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Thir<1  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Frisoners. 

[First  iiidorseraent.] 

MAY  19, 1864. 
The  within  recommendation  is  referred  to  the  Chief  of  Staff',  the  Com- 
missary-General and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  and  Surgeon- 
General  for  report. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

May  19, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  as  above  directed.    Why  not  dispense  with 
tea,  coffee,  and  sugar  and  reduce  the  ration  to  that  issued  by  the  rebel 
Government  to  their  own  troops  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Tiiird  indorsement.] 

I  concur  with  the  views  expressed  by  Major-General  Halleck. 

J.  P.  TAYLOR, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

I  respectfully  approve  of  the  reduction  of  the  ration  as  suggested 
by  Major-General  Halleck. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Fiftli  indorsement.] 

Subgbon-Genebal's  Office,  May  19, 1864. 
The  reduction  proposed  by  Major-Geueral  Halleck  could  be  carried 
out  with  the  exception  of  the  ration  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  who 
would  require  that  proposed  by  Colonel   Hoffman  or  more  than  its 
equivalent  in  medicine  and  hospital  items. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  K.  BARNES, 
Acting  Surgeon- General. 

[Sixtb  indorsement.] 

Mat  27, 1864. 
Proposed  ration,  except  that  sick  and  wounded  are  to  have  tea,  coffee, 
and  sugar,  approved. 

*'    '    *^  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Seventli  indorsement.] 

The  ration  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Staff  and  Surgeon-General 

''PP'""''*'*^-  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  May  19, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C: 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  are  now  about  10,000 
prisoners  of  war  at  Point  Lookout,  where  5,000  more  may  be  accommo- 
dated. I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  assemble  a  greater 
number  at  that  point,  and  to  provide  for  an  addition  to  the  number 
now  in  our  hands  which  may  soon  be  expected  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  one  set  of  the  barracks  at  Elinira  maybe  appropriated  to  this  pur- 
pose. I  am  informed  there  are  barracks  there  available  which  have, 
by  crowding,  received  12,000  volunteers.  By  fencing  them  in  at  a  cost 
of  about  $2,000  they  may  be  relied  on  to  receive  8,000  or  possibly 
10,000  prisoners.  They  can  be  shipped  directly  from  Belle  Plain,  on 
steamers  already  ordered  for  the  purpose,  to  New  York,  and  thence 
by  railroad  to  Elmira,  which  will  not  make  the  transportation  very 
expensive. 

Fort  Delaware  can  accommodate  a  few  more  officers,  but  no  more 
enlisted  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


[May  19, 1864. — For  Stanton  to  Schriver,  directing  the  arrest  of  sixty 
male  citizens  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  and  vicinity,  to  be  held  as  hos- 
tages for  the  persons  captured  by  Mayor  Slaughter,  and  Schriver's 
reply,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXVI,  Part  II,  pp.  934,  935.] 


Office  Commissary-General  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  J).  C,  May  19, 1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  Eastman, 

Commanding  Draft  Rendezvous,  Hlmira,  2f.  Y. : 
Colonel  :  You  will  receive  instructions  from  the  Adjutant-General 
to  set  apart  the  barracks  on  the  Chemung  Eiver  at  Elmira  as  a  depot 
for  prisoners  of  war.  The  barracks  will  be  inclosed  by  a  suitable  fence, 
and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  you  construct  it  after  the  style 
found  to  be  most  secure  at  other  depots.  It  should  be  eleven  or  twelve 
feet  high,  the  frame  being  on  the  outside,  with  a  walk  for  sentinels  on 
the  outside  three  or  four  feet  below  the  top,  thus  giving  them  a  good 
view  of  all  that  passes  within.  There  should  be  ample  room  between 
the  fence  and  the  buildings,  that  prisoners  may  not  approach  it  unseen. 
Two  gates  will  probably  be  sufficient,  one  toward  the  river.  The  guard 
should  be  outside  the  inclosure.  Please  report  on  the  condition  of  the 
barracks,  the  cost  of  the  fence,  and  any  other  additions  which  may  be 
required,  and  the  number  of  prisoners  the  place  will  accommodate. 
From  what  I  have  heard,  I  judge  the  number  will  be  8,000  or  10,000. 
I  am  unable  to  say  how  soon  the  barracks  will  be  required,  but  possibly 
within  ten  days.  I  inclose  a  circular  of  regulations  for  the  government 
of  military  prisoners. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 
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Houston,  May  19, 1864. 
Capt.  W,  G.  Webb,  Commanding  Post,  Anderson,  Tex. : 

The  major-general  commanding  wishes  to  know  if  in  your  opinion 
the  court-house  at  Anderson  can  be  made  sufficiently  secure  to  hold 
the  political  prisoners  at  present  in  confinement  there. 

He  directs  that  Doctor  Peebles  will  not  be  taken  back  to  the  jail,  if,  in 
the  opinion  of  Doctor  Oarr,  his  life  will  be  endangered  thereby.  Also 
that  you  make  requisition  on  the  Labor  Bureau  for  one  negro  to  be  used 
as  a  cook  for  these  prisoners.  It  has  been  represented  to  the  major- 
general  that  the  jailer  states,  inasmuch  as  the  trapdoor  of  the  cell  has 
to  be  raised  to  afford  ventilation  to  the  room  below,  that  he  deems  it 
necessary  to  chain  to  the  floor  a  prisoner  named  Rose.  The  general 
does  not  think  this  necessary  and  wishes  you  to  request  the  jailer  to 
allow  him  to  be  unchaineu,  as  he  does  not  think  there  is  much  proba- 
bility of  his  escape,  as  the  jail  is  well  guarded,  and  should  he  decline 
to  do  this  you  will  state  it  to  the  Governor,  with  the  request  that  he 
order  the  jailer  to  comply  with  the  request,  if  he  has  the  authority. 

L.  G.  ALDEIOH, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Navy  Department,  May  30, 1864. 
Hon.  E,  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  turn  over  to  the  War  Department  for 
exchange  the  following-named  naval  prisoners  now  confined  at  Fort 
Warren:  8.  Burrows,  of  South  Carolina;  J.  P.  Chapman,  of  South 
Carolina;  John  Carnighan,  of  South  Carolina;  Louis  Green,  of  Ala- 
bama; A.  P.  Girard,  of  Alabama;  W.  W.  Helm,  of  Mississippi;  M.  L, 
Hobson,  of  Virginia;  Mark  Hardin,  of  Georgia;  Henry  Kelley,  of 
Florida;  William  T.  Thompson,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Indorsement.] 

Wak  Department,  May  23, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  to  be 
filed  for  future  reference  and  guidance  in  the  cases  to  which  these  lists 
belong. 

LOUIS  H.  PELOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Point  Lookout,  Md.,  May  20, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  pursuant  to  your  instructions 
I  arrived  at  this  post  this  morning  at  7  o'clock  and  proceeded  at  once 
to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  force  placed  here  in  charge  of  the 
prisoners  of  war,  the  measures  taken  for  their  security,  and  all  other 
matters  in  this  connection,  on  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

The  command  at  this  post,  under  Colonel  Draper,  Thirty-sixth  U.  S. 
Colored  Infantry,  consists  of  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire,  438  men ; 
Fourth  Rhode  Island,  320;  Thirty-sixth  TJ.  S,  Colored  Infantry,  753; 
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Second  Wisconsin  Battery,  119;  cavalry,  24;  making  a  total  of  1,654 
men  available  for  duty,  including  officers.  The  troops  appear  to  be  in 
a  good  state  of  discipline,  their  camps  are  in  excellent  condition,  and 
the  duty  of  the  post  is  satisfactorily  performed.  A  change  will  be 
made  in  the  location  of  two  of  the  camps  to  positions  better  calculated 
to  control  prisoners  in  case  of  any  attempt  on  their  part,  or  by  the 
assistance  of  others,  to  liberate  themselves.  The  guard  is  sufficiently 
strong  for  the  number  of  prisoners  now  here,  11,000,  but  in  the  expec 
tation  that  an  additional  5,000,  or  perhaps,  temporarily,  a  greater  num- 
ber will  be  sent  here,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  a  regiment  of 
disciplined  troops  or  two  regiments  of  militia  be  added  to  the  guard. 
The  force  here  should  be  strong  enough  not  only  to  control  the  prison- 
ers, but  to  resist  any  raid  which  the  enemy  might  be  led  to  undertake, 
or  to  detach  a  command  to  the  Virginia  shore  in  case  of  necessity. 

There  are  two  gun-boats  lying  off  the  depot,  one  a  sailing  vessel,  but 
I  am  informed  by  the  commanding  officer  that  he  is  frequently  left  with 
the  sailing  vessel  alone,  which  makes  him  comparatively  helpless  in 
unfavorable  winds  or  a  calm,  and  exposes  him  to  capture  by  an  unex- 
pected attack.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  applica- 
tion be  made  to  the  J^avy  Department  for  a  steam  gun-boat  to  be 
stationed  permanently  at  the  depot,  to  guard  against  a  descent  of  the 
enemy  from  the  Virginia  shore  and  to  overawe  the  prisoners.  The 
two  vessels  should  if  possible  be  generally  present,  but  if  one  is 
detached  it  should  be  the  sailing  vessel. 

The  prison  camp  is  in  excellent  condition.  There  are  663  officers, 
10,192  enlisted  men  and  192  citizens;  in  all,  10,947  prisoners.  The  offi- 
cers are  kept  separate  from  the  enlisted  men.  Too  much  room  has  been 
given  to  tlie  officers,  which  will  be  remedied  by  removing  the  partition 
fence,  so  as  to  enlarge  the  inclosure  occupied  by  the  men,  while  that 
for  the  officers  will  be  much  reduced.  A  thousand  to  fifteen  hundred 
officers  may  be  accommodated  here  if  necessary,  but  they  will  be  sent 
to  Fort  Delaware  in  preference. 

The  sick  are  in  hospital  tents,  well  arranged  and  in  good  condition, 
but  additional  accommodations  will  be  required  when  other  prisoners  are 
brought  here,  and  as  a  matter  of  economy  1  respectfully  recommend 
that  suitable  shed  buildings  be  constracted.  A  report  of  what  is 
required  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  will  be  submitted. 

In  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  laborers  at  this  post, 
the  quartermaster  has  been  permitted  to  employ  prisoners  of  war  as 
laborers  on  the  wharf  for  unloading  vessels  and  other  purposes,  paying 
them  at  the  rate  of  9  cents  per  day  in  tobacco  purchased  with  the 
prison  fund.  This  arrangement  is  of  great  convenience  to  the  service 
and  very  economical,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  objection  to  it,  provided 
the  prisoners  while  so  employed  are  carefully  guarded.  Thus  far  noth- 
ing has  occurred  to  show  that  the  practice  should  be  discontinued. 
The  prisoners  very  cheerfully  volunteer  to  be  so  employed,  as  it  relieves 
them  from  the  ennui  of  confinement.  Other  labors  of  policing,  making 
roads,  and  improving  the  grounds  are  performed  by  the  prisoners,  for 
which  they  have  been  compensated  in  the  same  way.  I  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  continuance  of  this  practice  be  authorized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  instructions  from  His 
Excellency  the  President  to  Major-General  Butler  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  prisoners  of  war  on  certain  conditions,*  with  a  copy  of  Gen- 
eral Butler's  instructions  to  Brigadier-General  Marston,  then  command- 
ing the  depot,  directing  him  to  carry  out  the  President's  orders,  and  I 

*  See  January  2,  Vol.  VI,  this  series,  p.  808. 
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would  resi)ectfully  inquire  whether  these  orders  are  still  in  force.  Ken- 
tucky aiul  Tennessee  are  now  within  our  lines,  and  under  General 
Butler's  order  to  General  Marstou  all  prisoners  comiuff  from  those 
States  may  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  This  is  the 
only  military  prison  to  which  such  orders  have  been  sent.  The  prac- 
tice now  is  to  refer  all  applications  for  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  to 
Major-Geueral  Butler,  who  directs  what  shall  be  done,  or  return.s  it  for 
the  action  of  the  commanding  officer.  Enlistments  are  made  whenever 
tlie  applicants  pass  the  necessary  examination. 

The  foregoing  is  respectfully  submitted,  and  1  have  the  honor  to 
await  your  further  instructions. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  awl  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


[Mat  20,  1864. — For  Schriver  to  Stanton,  in  relation  to  arrest  of 
prominent  citizens  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  see  Series  1,  Vol.  XXXVl, 
Part  111,  p.  26.] 


Headqttaetees  District  of  Kentucky, 

Fifth  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Lexington,  May  30, 1864. 
Col.  J.  Holt, 

Judge- Advocate-Oeneral,  Washington  City,  J).  C: 
Colonel  :  Your  favor  of  the  14th  instant  came  to  hand  this  morn- 
ing. I  am  very  thankful  for  it.  Kentucky  has  already  suffered  incom- 
parably by  the  depredations  of  returned  rebel  soldiers,  who  shelter 
themselves  under  the  President's  amnesty  proclamation.  The  only 
means  of  combating  this  evil  is  by  visiting  it  with  prompt  and  severe 
punishment,  and  the  benefit  of  the  punishment  is  in  the  exact  ratio 
to  the  promptness  with  which  it  is  administered.  I  have  to  regret 
that  you  are  not  quite  sufliciently  explicit  in  regard  to  the  extent  of 
my  powers  in  the  premises,  as  well  as  not  quite  sufficiently  latitudi- 
nous  in  circumscribing  my  authority.  You  must  be  aware  that  the 
class  of  roving,  robbing  murderers,  known  as  guerrillas,  in  this  State, 
is  quite  as  reprehensible  as  the  returned  rebel  who  has  violated  his  oath. 
My  power  to  punish  this  class  should  be  coextensive  with  my  authority 
in  regard  to  the  rebels.  I  regret  that  Southwestern  Kentucky  is  not  in 
my  command,  as  it  is  the  great  theater  of  rebel  operations.  Complaints 
are  daily  coming  to  me  from  that  quarter,  and  I  have  no  power  to 
redress  their  grievances,  it  being  out  of  my  district. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  BUBBEIDGE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Mobile,  May  20,  1804. 
General  Cooper,  Adjutamt  and  Inspector  General: 

Some  negroes  captured  by  General  Forrest  at  Fort  Pillow  sent  here. 
Put  them  to  work  on  fortifications.  Chief  engineer  will  keep  records 
of  the  time  in  order  to  remunerate  their  owners.  Is  my  action 
approved? 

DABNEY  H.  MAURY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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[Mat  21, 1864.— For  Schriver  to  Stanton,  reporting  arrest  of  sixty- 
three  citizens  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  see  Series  I,  Vol,  XXXVI,  Part 
III,  p.  68.] 


Fredeeicksbubg,  Va.,  May  21,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  Lieutenant- General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army: 
Generai.:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  instruc- 
tions from  Headquarters  Army  of  the  United  States,  dated  May  18, 
and  received  last  evening,  authorizing  me  to  receive  wounded  soldiers 
of  the  U.  S.  Army,  left  in  hospitals  on  recent  battle-fields,  from  the 
Confederate  authorities,  I  this  morning  proceeded  to  the  "  Old  Wil- 
derness Tavern  "  with  twenty-five  ambulances  under  flag  of  truce.  The 
major  commanding  the  forces  at  that  point  declined  receiving  any  com- 
munications, under  instructions  from  his  superiors,  unless  addressed  to 
General  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  1  returned  with  empty  ambulances. 

Supplies  were  sent  to  the  wounded  yesterday,  of  whom  more  than  600 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  at  diflerent  points,  viz,  "  Wilder- 
ness," "  Robertson's  Tavern,"  and  elsewhere  in  those  vicinities.  They 
were  represented  to  be  comfortably  situated.  The  major  commanding 
the  Confederate  forces  stated  that  General  Lee  would  be  notified  that  I 
appeared  to-day,  while  I  agreed  to  meet  again  under  flag  of  truce 
to-morrow  at  12  o'clock  at  the  "Old  Wilderness." 

I  have  the  honor  to  await  instructions  from  you  at  this  point,  after 
which  I  hope  to  successfully  accomplish  Lheir  recovery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWD.  DE  W.  BREifEMAN, 

Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army. 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  21, 1864. 
General  D.  H.  Mattkt,  Mobile,  Ala.: 

Your  employment  of  the  negroes  captured  by  General  Forrest  is 
approved. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


[May  22, 1864. — For  Breneman  to  Rawlins,  reporting  a  second  visit 
to  the  Wilderness  battle-field  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  condition 
of  Union  wounded,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXVI,  Part  III,  p.  136.] 


Headquaktees,  &c.,  Morganza,  La.,  May  22, 1864. 
Maj.  William  M.  Levy, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  14th  instant  and  two  of  the  19th  instant. 

Major-General  Banks  gladly  accepts  the  proposition  to  receive  the 
wounded  of  his  army  now  in  your  hands  on  parole,  and  directs  me  to 
arrange  with  you  at  once  for  their  reception.  To  make  such  arrange- 
ment it  seems  to  me  that  a  personal  interview  is  necessary  or  at  least 
highly  desirable,  and  I  beg  that  you  will  name  to  me  as  early  a  day  as 
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possible  and  some  point  convenient  to  us  both,  at  which  snch  a  meeting 
may  be  had.  I  send  this,  thinking  it  probable  that  you  are  at  or  near 
Simmesport,  and  trusting,  therefore,  that  it  may  reach  you  this  p.  m., 
and  that  a  meeting  may  be  appointed  for  to-morrow.  At  such  meeting, 
if  it  may  be  had,  I  hope  not  only  to  arrange  for  the  speedy  deUvery  to 
us  of  all  our  sick  and  wounded  on  parole,  but  also  for  the  immediate 
exchange  for  all  other  prisoners  of  both  sides  whose  exchange  has  been 
agreed  upon  between  us.  I  send  with  this  some  letters  for  prisoners 
and  others  within  your  lines. 
I  am,  major,  &c., 

OH.  C.  DWIGHT. 


Headquarters  Draft  Rendezvous, 

Ulmira,  N.  Y.,  May  23, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication dated  May  19, 1864,  in  reference  to  the  barracks  at  this 
post  that  have  been  set  aside  as  a  depot  for  prisoners  of  war  and  request- 
ing me  to  report  the  condition  of  tliem,  &c.  There  are  two  sets  of  bar- 
racks at  this  post,  situated  about  two  miles  apart.  They  are  designated 
as  Nos.  1  and  3.  The  latter  is  on  the  Chemung  River  and  is  the  set  to 
be  used  for  prisoners  of  war.  These  barracks  were  built  to  comfortably 
accommodate  3,000  troops  without  crowding.  The  bunks  are  double. 
The  buildings  are  in  excellent  condition  and  well  ventilated.  Four 
thousand  prisoners  of  war  could  be  quartered  in  them,  and  there  is 
plenty  of  ground  room  in  which  tents  could  be  pitched  to  accommodate 
1,000  more.  The  mess-room  is  sufficiently  large  to  seat  1,200  or  1,500, 
and  the  kitehen  can  cook  daily  for  5,000.  There  is  an  excellent  bakery 
that  can  bake  daily  6,000  rations.  There  is  no  hospital  at  these  bar- 
racks, hence  hospital  tents  will  have  to  be  used  for  the  sick.  A  new 
hospital  for  200  patients  is  being  erected  about  one  mile  from  the  bar- 
racks. The  guard-house  is  a  building  75  by  45  feet,  now  used  to  hold 
deserters,  and  will  have  to  be  used  for  that  purpose  until  another  can 
be  built  at  Barracks  No.  1.  The  number  of  troops  now  here  is  entirely 
inadequate  to  guard  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  being  only  three  com- 
panies of  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  numbering  about  200  men.  A 
fence  twelve  feet  high  was  commenced  to-day,  and  will  probably  be 
completed  in  ten  days,  surrounding  the  barracks.  I  respectfully  request 
that  six  copies  of  circular  of  regulations  for  the  government  of  mihtary 
prisoners  be  forwarded  to  me,  also  such  blanks  as  may  be  required  to 
make  returns.  I  would  recommend  that  no  prisoners  be  sent  here  until 
I  report  that  the  barracks  are  ready  to  receive  them. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  EASTMAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Depot. 


Headquarters,  &c.,  Morganza,  La.,  May  23, 1864. 

Mai.  William  M.  Levy, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  &c. : 

I  desire  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  you  as  speedily  as 

possible  for  receiving  our  sick  and  wounded  prisoners.    To  do  so  it 

seemed  to  me  necessary  that  we  should  meet,  and  hence  my  letter  to 

you  yesterday,  written  in  the  hope  that  a  meeting  might  be  arranged 
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for  to-day,  but  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  New  Orleans  to-morrow,  aud  the 
meeting  not  being  had  to-day,  must  be  postponed  for  at  least  one  week. 

The  difficulty  which  presents  itself  to  me  is  in  respect  to  transporting 
the  wounded  from  Mansfield  to  our  lines.  Wagon  transportation  for 
that  distance  is,  I  suppose,  not  to  be  thought  of,  and  I  do  not  suppose 
that  boats  can  come  over  the  falls  at  Alexandria.  If,  however,  you 
will  bring  them  to  Alexandria  and  will  permit  a  steamer  to  ascend  Eed 
Eiver  to  that  place  under  flag  of  truce  tor  that  i)urpose,  1  will  bring  a 
steamer  there  fitted  for  the  reception  of  sick  and  wounded  and  bring 
them  away,  having  signed  the  necessary  paroles  and  receipts.  If  this 
plan  does  not  meet  your  approbation,  and  you  can  bring  tliese  persons 
to  any  other  point  from  which  they  can  be  brought  by  steamer,  I  will 
meet  you  in  the  same  manner  at  such  point.  I  desire  moreover  now  to 
make  arrangements  for  carrying  into  effect  as  soon  as  possible  the  pro- 
visions of  our  cartel  and  subsequent  agreements  for  the  exchange  of  all 
prisoners  captured  prior  to  March  21,  and  at  the  meeting  which  I  hope 
to  have  with  you  upon  my  return  from  New  Orleans  I  shall  hope  to  be 
able  to  make  such  arrangements. 

Any  communication  which  you  may  send  to  me  during  my  absence 
will  be  telegraphed  or  dispatched  to  me  at  New  Orleans,  and  should 
you  name  a  time  and  place  for  delivering  our  wounded  to  us  1  will 
make  preparations  to  meet  you  and  receive  them. 

It  is  my  intention  now  to  devote  myself  to  the  business  of  effecting 
these  exchanges  which  have  been  so  long  pending,  and  1  am  certain 
that  I  shall  find  a  correspoudiug  desire  and  determination  on  your 
part. 

I  am,  major,  &c., 

OH.  0.  DWIGHT, 

Commissioner,  &c. 

O.  S.  Military  Prison,  Macon,  Oa.,  May  23, 1864. 
General  John  H.  Winder, 

Commanding  Department  of  Henrico,  Richmond,  Va. : 
General:  Many  of  the  prisoners  under  my  command  are  in  need  of 
clothing,  and  they  report  to  me  that  Major  Morflt,  quartermaster  in 
Richmond,  has  money  belonging  to  them,  and  while  at  the  Libby  they 
were  allowed  to  draw  so  much  money  from  him  weekly.  I  know  nothing 
about  the  truth  of  their  statements,  yet,  at  their  request,  1  respectfully 
ask  whether  or  not,  if  they  have  money  in  the  hands  of  Major  Morfit, 
they  will  be  allowed  to  receive  it  liere? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  KEMP  TABB, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

[First  indorsemoDt.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  ov  Eichmond,  May  31, 1804. 
Eespectfully  forwarded. 
This  post  is  not  [inj  my  department. 

E.  EANSOM,  Jr., 

Major- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Post,  Richmond,  June  25, 1864. 
Eespectfully  returned. 

The  money  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Morflt  belongs  to  the  prisoners; 
can  be  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster  at  Macon,  from  whom  the 
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prisoners  can  draw,  each  man  being  allowed  to  have  in  Confederate 
money  $100  per  month  of  the  amount  he  has  deposited,  the  gold  or 
greenbacks  being  sold  by  the  quartermaster  at  the  current  rates.  The 
quartermaster  will  first  get  proper  instructions  from  the  Quartermaster- 
General  in  regard  to  selling  the  XJ.  S.  notes.  He  allows  the  prisoners 
the  premium  in  Confederate  money. 
By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Gardner: 

E.  A.  SBMPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Obdees,  )  Headquarters  Post, 

No.  37.  )  Andersonville,  Ga.,  May  23, 1864. 

I.  In  future,  no  person  whatever,  whether  citizen  or  soldier,  officer  or 
private,  shall  have  any  communication  with  any  of  the  paroled  prisoners. 

II.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  commissioned  officer  belonging  to 
the  prison  guard  at  this  post  to  arrest  any  person  he  may  see  violating 
the  above  paragraph. 

By  order  of  A.  W.  Persons,  colonel,  commanding  post: 

11.  D.  CHAPMAN, 
Captain  and  Acting  Adjutant. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Post, 

No.  68,  j  Andersonville,  Ga.,  May  23, 1864.. 

In  obedience  to  order  of  General  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General,  the  artillery  horses  of  Captain  Dyke's  battery,  numbering 
seventy-five,  will  be  turned  over  this  day  to  Capt.  G.  J.  Dallas,  bonded 
agent,  and  to  be  subject  to  order  of  Maj.  Norman  W.  Smith,  chief 
quartermaster  transportation. 
By  order  of  A.  W.  Persons,  colonel,  commanding  post: 

K.  D.  CHAPMAN, 
Captain  and  Acting  Adjutant. 


Judge-Advocate-Gbneral's  Office,  3Iay  34, 1864. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  President  : 

In  the  case  of  Fountain  Brown,  a  citizen  of  Arkansas,  referred  to  this 
office  by  order  of  Your  Excellency,  May  23, 1864,  the  following  report  is 
respectfully  submitted : 

This  is  an  application  for  the  pardon  of  a  man  convicted  by  a 
military  commission  of  selling  into  slavery  and  running  beyond  the 
Union  lines  colored  persons  who  had  been  made  free  by  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  emancipation.  The  facts  proved  are  briefly 
these:  The  prisoner,  who  is  a  preacher  and  presiding  elder  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  resided  at  or  near  Flat 
Bayou,  and,  at  the  date  of  the  President's  proclamation,  held  as  slaves 
two  families  of  negroes,  numbering  about  ten  persons,  old  and  young, 
of  both  sexes.  These  families  consisted  of,  first,  Lucy  and  her  husband 
John,  two  children  that  she  had  by  him  and  two  that  she  had  by 
another  person,  supposed  to  have  been  one  McAfee,  a  white  man ;  and, 
second,  Delia,  with  her  husband  Morton  and  two  children,  one  by  him 
and  the  other  by  an  unknown  father.  After  tlie  occupation  of  the  dis 
trict  including  Flat  Bayou  by  the  LTniou  forces,  the  prisoner  informed 
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these  people,  or  at  least  the  men,  that  they  were  free,  and  if  they  wished 
could  Jeave,  thus  recognizing  the  proclamation  and  renouncing  his 
claim  to  their  services.  They  did  not  then  leave  him.  In  the  course  of 
last  year  the  white  man,  McAfee,  who  had  been  cohabiting  with  the 
woman  Lucy,  who  was  a  light  mulatto,  frequently  besought  the  pris- 
oner to  assist  him  in  getting  her  and  her  children  away  with  him  to 
Texas.  This  arrangement  the  prisoner  claims  to  have  declined  to  enter 
into  on  the  ground  that  it  was  contrary  to  existing  law.  McAfee  then 
proposed  to  buy  them,  but  the  prisoner  refused  to  make  the  sale;  yet, 
after  much  solicitation  and  the  offer  of  $7,000  for  the  lot,  he  finally 
yielded;  the  bargain  was  struck,  he  received  $4,000  cash  in  hand  and 
the  purchaser's  promise  to  pay  the  balance;  and  McAfee  carried  off 
the  women  and  children,  eight  in  number,  beyond  the  lines,  and,  as  it 
is  supposed,  to  Texas.  One  of  the  colored  men,  the  husband  of  Lucy, 
left  his  wife  at  home  on  Monday  morning,  and  returning  on  Tuesday 
evening  found  no  trace  of  her  or  her  children.  Powerless  to  assert 
their  rights,  or  ignorant  of  them,  they  had  been  abducted  by  McAfee, 
who  abandoned  his  own  wife  at  Flat  Bayou,  .where  she  still  resides. 
The  men  both  testify  that  their  wives  did  not  want  to  go  away;  and  it 
would  appear  that  they  contemplated  with  aversion  and  terror  the 
probability  of  being  compelled  by  McAfee  to  accompany  him.  It  seems 
that  the  conscience  of  the  prisoner,  or  his  fear  of  the  vengeance  of  the 
outraged  law,  would  not  let  him  rest.  He  made  his  appearance  at  the 
headquarters  at  Pine  Bluff  and,  relating  his  story,  solicited  exemption 
from  prosecution.  He  was,  however,  arraigned  before  a  military  com- 
mission for  kidnaping  and  for  selling  into  slavery  persons  of  African 
descent,  made  free  by  the  President's  proclamation,  found  guilty,  and 
sentenced  to  confinement  in  a  military  prison  for  five  years.  Major- 
General  Steele,  commanding  the  department,  approves  the  finding  and 
sentence,  and  forwards  the  proceedings  for  the  action  of  the  President, 
which  has  not  yet  been  had.  In  the  opinion  of  this  office  it  was  not 
requisite  that  the  confirmation  of  the  President  should  be  obtained ; 
but,  as  it  is  presumable  that  the  execution  of  the  sentence  will  not 
commence  until  directed  by  him,  it  is  expedient  and  proper  that  action 
should  be  taken,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  sentence  be  confirmed. 
The  pardon  of  the  prisoner  is  now  applied  for  by  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  sign  a  petition  averring  that  he  has  subscribed  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  the  proclamation  of  amnesty,  and  has  always  heretofore 
been  a  good  and  influential  man  in  the  church  and  in  the  community. 
The  paper  sets  forth  no  other  proof  of  loyalty.  This  petition  is  favor- 
ably recommended  by  Gol.  Powell  Clayton,  commanding  at  Pine  Bluff. 
It  is  presented  by  Mr.  A.  A.  C.  Rogers,  who  claims  to  be  a  member  of 
Congress,  elect,  from  the  Second  District  of  Arkansas,  and  who  says 
that  he  believes  the  prisoner  intended  no  wrong;  that  the  act  for  which 
he  was  tried  occurred  soon  after  the  Federal  occupation  of  that  section, 
whilst  all  was  confusion,  doubt,  and  uncertainty;  that  the  husband  and 
father  of  the  negroes  sold  had  been  taken  to  Texas.  The  owner  wanted 
the  wife  and  children,  they  wanted  to  go,  and  the  prisoner  sold  them, 
in  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the  offense.  He  adds  that  he  thinks  the 
pardon,  if  granted,  would  strengthen  the  good  feeling  of  his  district 
toward  the  Government.  Mr.  Rogers  has  fallen  into  several  serious 
errors  in  his  version  of  the  case.  He  states  that  the  husband  and 
father  of  the  negroes  sold  had  been  taken  to  Texas.  So  far  from  this 
being  true  it  is  in  evidence  that  the  husbands  of  both  the  women  are 
still  at  Flat  Bayou;  and  so  far  from  the  woman  Lucy  wanting  to  go, 


CORKESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.        161 

her  husband  testifies  that  she  begged  him  to  remove  her  from  the 
custody  of  the  prisoner  aud  of  McAfee,  lest  she  should  be  taken  away 
by  force.  Besides,  whether  the  wishes  of  the  adults  about  going  or 
remaining  were  consulted  or  not,  it  is  a  mockery  of  truth,  as  shallow 
as  it  is  wicked,  to  attribute  consent  to  the  six  helpless  aud  mindless 
children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  a  boy  of  seven  and  the  youngest 
a  baby  but  a  few  months  old.  It  would  require  a  rule  of  law  as 
repugnant  to  reason  as  the  extinct  slave  code  of  Arkansas  was  revolt- 
ing to  humanity,  to  impute  the  exercise  of  volition  to  the  unhappy 
little  beings  whom  his  barbarous  avarice,  proving  stronger  than  his 
sense  of  the  obligations  of  the  law,  human  or  divine,  impelled  apresiding 
elder  of  the  Methodist  Church  to  sell  into  a  life  of  hopeless  bondage 
in  a  distant  State.  Moreover,  whatever  "confusion"  may,  as  Mr. 
Rogers  avers,  have  attended  the  advent  of  the  Union  troops  at  Flat 
Bayou,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  unsettled  the  perception  of  the 
prisoner,  who,  so  far  from  being  in  "doubt  and  uncertainty"  as  to  the 
law  by  which  he  was  bound,  expressly  told  McAfee  that  a  sale  would 
be  illegal,  and  only  forgot  his  scruples  and  renunciation  of  the  author- 
ity of  a  master  when  the  tempting  bid  of  $7,000  was  finally  offered. 
The  crime  of  the  prisoner  was  a  deliberate  and  willful  violation  of  law. 
It  set  at  naught  the  proclamation  of  emancipation.  It  snatched  two 
wretched  females,  free  by  that  charter,  away  from  their  husbands,  and 
surrendered  them  to  a  thraldom  of  lust  and  violence,  to  end  only  with 
their  lives.  It  consigned  six  unoffending  children,  free  by  that  charter, 
to  perpetual  servitude  in  a  region  deemed  by  the  purchaser  (who  was 
also  the  father  of  at  least  two  of  them),  safely  remote  from  the  influ- 
ences of  liberty  and  the  restraints  of  law.  All  the  features  of  the 
ottense  are  so  brutal  aud  so  depraved,  that  to  be  abhorred  they 
need  only  to  be  recited;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  the  per- 
petrator is  a  presiding  elder  in  the  Methodist  Church  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  a  man,  by  his  position  aud  his  pretensions,  the  exemplar 
of  public  and  private  morality  among  the  people  around  him,  to  whom 
multitudes  looked  up  as  their  preceptor  and  spiritual  guide,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  measure  of  his  guilt  is  incomparably  aggravated. 
That  a  criminal  of  so  deep  a  dye,  who  has  been  adjudged  to  sufl'er  the 
abridgment  of  his  liberty  for  five  years,  for  depriving  eight  human 
beings  of  theirs  forever,  should  (with  the  price  of  his  guilt  still  in  his 
pocket)  ask  a  pardon  from  the  Government  he  has  defied,  seems  an 
instance  of  effrontery  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  annals  of  the  present 
rebellion.  The  Government,  it  is  conceived,  would  be  recreant  to  the 
principles  which  it  has  been  forced  by  treason  to  inaugurate  if  it  were 
to  treat  their  flagrant  violation  with  lenity.  The  proclamation  of  eman- 
cipation is  nothing,  or  it  is  an  irrevocable  decree  of  freedom  to  all  within 
its  terms.  It  is  a  solemn  law  of  the  land,  upheld  by  the  inherent  war 
powers  of  a  nation  struggling  for  self-preservation,  sanctioned  by  reason, 
and  sanctified  by  precious  blood.  Violations  of  it  should  be  punished 
in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  their  consequences  and  the  importance 
of  sustaining  it  by  warning  examples.  The  absence  of  prohibitory 
sanctions  in  the  proclamation  itself  furnishes  no  pretext  for  the  misin- 
terpretation which  would  exempt  the  prisoner  from  punishment  for  his 
crime.  These  persons  stood  before  the  law  disenthralled  of  the  shackles 
of  slavery  and  absolutely  free,  and  so  the  prisoner  had  recognized 
them  to  be.  He  having,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  their  emancipation, 
deliberately  re-enslaved  them,  willfully  incurred  all  the  penalties 
denounced  against   the  most  atrocious  species   of  kidnaping.     The 
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crime  of  the  prisoner,  by  reason  of  his  conspicuous  social  and  religions 
position,  has  doubtless  attracted  the  notice  of  a  large  number  of  the 
people  of  his  State.  His  pardon,  obtaining  equal  publicity,  would,  it 
is  believed,  be  taken  by  the  traitorous  adherents  of  slavery  as  a  tacit 
official  declaration  that  the  Government  did  not  seriously  intend  to 
maintain  the  most  momentous  and  vital  of  its  war  measures,  and  that 
the  President  consented  to  be  understood  as  permitting  to  pass  into  a 
mockery  that  proclamation  upon  which,  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1803,  he  solemnly  invoked  "the  considerate  judgment  of  jiiankind  and 
the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God." 

This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  case  in  which  the  violation  of  the 
proclamation  of  emancipation  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
President.  It  is  deemed  fortunate  for  the  great  purposes  of  justice 
that  the  proof  is  so  strong  and  the  circumstances  so  marked.  The 
offender  is  a  prominent  personage;  the  victims  young  and  weak;  the 
sale  made  with  full  knowledge  of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  freedom 
it  bestowed;  the  transaction  notorious  and  basely  mercenary.  It  is 
fit  to  be  made  a  test  case,  in  which  the  Government  may  distinctly 
reassure  the  South  of  its  unalterable  purpose  to  enforce  the  decree 
which  it  has  deliberately  promulgated.  If,  while  the  able-bodied  freed- 
men,  attracted  and  encouraged  by  that  decree,  are  enrolling  themselves 
as  soldiers  under  the  standard  wliich  they  recognize  as  the  symbol  and 
the  guarantee  of  freedom,  and  are  exposing  themselves  to  the  perils  of 
battle  on  the  field  and  to  the  horrors  of  massacre  if  captured,  their  late 
masters  are  suffered  to  sell  and  transport  their  helpless  wives  and 
children  into  renewed  servitude  without  encountering  the  inflexible 
severity  of  adequate  punishment,  the  Government  cannot  fail  to  stand 
before  the  world  dishonored  by  such  breach  of  faith,  which,  on  the  part 
of  the  unhajipy  race  with  whom  it  has  been  plighted,  is  being  every- 
where bravely  and  loyally  kept  with  their  blood.  If  the  Government 
could  pardon  this  outrage  upon  its  laws,  or  mitigate  its  punishment, 
how  can  it  forget  the  wretched  victims  of  the  crime?  The  conviction 
is  fully  entertained  that  the  question  of  pardoning  or  mitigation  should 
not  CA'^en  be  considered  until  these  victims  shall  have  been  returned  to 
within  our  military  lines,  and  thus  restored  to  the  status  of  freedom 
which  they  there  occupied. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate-  Genera  I. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  May  34, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Eitckee, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Washington  Depot: 
General  :  The  matter  of  furnishing  Sibley  tents  to  the  prisoners 
at  Point  Lookout,  on  Colonel  Hoffman's  request  by  telegraph  of  yester- 
day's date,  having  been  referred  to  Major-General  Halleck,  he  has 
indorsed  upon  it : 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  decide  which  kind  can  best  be  spared.     Old 
tents,  or  even  shanties,  will  answer  all  purposes  for  prisoners. 

As  old,  common  tents  can  be  supplied  sooner  than  shanties  can  be  put 
np  you  will  furnish  them  for  5,000  men. 

OHS.  THOMAS, 

Acting  Quartermaster-  General. 
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Insp.  General's  Office,  Dist.  of  Western  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field,  May  24,  1864. 
Col.  C.  C.  DWIGHT, 

Acting  Assistant  Inspector- General,  Commissioner,  etc.: 
Colonel  :  Your  communication  of  22d  reached  me  only  to  day.    I 
regret  that  it  did  not  come  to  hand  in  time  to  enable  me  to  meet  you  at 
the  time  and  place  indicated. 

It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  you  at  Red  River  Landing  on 
the  29th  instant.  Should  any  delay  occur  in  the  receipt  of  this  com- 
munication I  will  await  you  or  your  reply  hereto  at  or  near  Simmesport, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  your  letter  can  be  transmitted  to  me  by  flag 
of  truce  through  our  pickets  at  Red  River  Landing. 

I  trust  that  our  personal  interview  may  result  in  arrangements  which 
will  be  mutually  satisfactory  to  ourselves  and  the  authorities  whom  we 
represent. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  M.  LEVY, 
Major,  Asst.  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Commissioner. 


Proceedings  of  a  board  of  officers  convened  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  in 
obedience  to  the  following  orders  ; 

General  Orders,  )  Headquartkrs  District  op  Saint  Mary's, 

No.  24.  (  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  May  Si,  1864. 

A  board  of  ofBcers  is  hereby  appointed  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  alleged 
sluiotiug  of  Mark  Lisk,  a  prisoner  of  war,  by  Private  Richard  Peterson,  Thirty-sixth 
U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  ou  the  2l8t  of  April ;  also  the  alleged  shooting  of  W^illiam  Jones, 
Second  Virginia,  and  other  prisoners  of  war  by  Private  Milos  HoUoway,  Company  F, 
Thirty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  on  the  23d  of  May,  18G4. 

Detail  for  the  Board.— Col.  Charles  E.  Hapgood,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers ; 
Mai.  H.  G.  O.  Weymouth,  First  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Capt.  H.  F.  H.  Miller,  Thirty-sixth 
IT. 'S.  Colored  Troops.    The  Hoard  will  meet  at  the  head(]uarters  of  the  Fifth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers  at  3  o'clock  this  p.  m.  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 
By  command  of  Col.  A.  G.  Draper,  commanding  District  of  Saint  Mary's : 
'  RICHARD  F.  ANDREWS, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Ordkr.s,  )  HEADifUARTKRS  District  of  Saint  Mary's, 

No.  175.  ^  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  May  25,  18G4. 

Capt.  William  H.  Hart,  Thirty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  is  hereby  detailed  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  convened  by  General  Orders,  No.  24,  in  place  of  Col.  Charles 
E   Hapgood,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  relieved  on  account  ot  lU-health. 
By  command  of  Col.  A.  G.  Draper,  commanding  District  of  Saint  Mary's : 

RICHARD  F.  ANDREWS, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  the  above  orders— present,  Maj.  H.  G.  O. 
Weymouth,  Capt.  William  H.  Hart— and  proceeded  to  investigate  the 
alleged  shooting  of  Mark  Lisk,  a  prisoner  of  war,  on  the  2 1st  of  April, 
1864. 

Lieut.  Edwin  C.  Gaskill,  called  and  duly  sworn. 

Question.  What  is  your  name  and  rank? 

Answer.  Edwin  C.  Gaskill,  secoud  lieutenant.  Thirty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored 'Troops. 
I  was  on  enard  at  the  time  the  prisoner  of  war  was  shot.  I  do  not  know  what  his 
name  was?  Think  the  shooting  took  place  between  1  and  3  o'clock  m  the  morning; 
it  was  ciuite  li«ht;  think  the  moon  was  up.  I  did  not  give  the  orders  to  the  guard. 
The  senior  officer  of  the  guard.  Lieutenant  Titcomb,  gave  them  Die  orders  were  to 
allow  no  men  to  cluster  around  the  cook-houses  except  at  meal  times,  and  to  allow 
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none  of  the  men  at  night  to  do  their  business  anywhere  on  the  gronnds  except  at  the 
portable  sinks  built  for  that  pnrpose.  If  the  prisoners  do  not  obey,  and  insist  on 
having  their  own  way,  the  orders  are,  after  warning  them  three  times,  to  shoot  them. 
I  arrived  on  the  ground  in  five  minutes  after  the  man  was  shot.  1  did  not  see  tlie 
prisoner;  he  was  carried  away  before  I  got  there.  If  the  sentinel  on  the  next  post 
was  at  the  end  of  his  beat  nearest  to  where  the  man  was  shot  he  could  have  heard 
the  orders  that  the  sentinel  gave  the  prisoner,  but  if  he  was  at  the  other  end  he 
could  not.  It  was  Private  Irving  Williams,  Company  D,  Thirty -sixth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  who  shot  the  prisoner,  and  not  Private  Peterson. 

J'rivate  Irving  Williams,  Compauy  1),  Tliirty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  called  and  duly  sworn. 

Question.  What  is  your  name  and  rank? 

Answer.  Irving  Williams,  private.  Company  D,  Thirty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 
I  am  the  man  who  shot  tlie  prisoner.  Don't  recollect  what  day  of  tlie  month  it  was. 
My  orders  were  to  let  none  of  the  prisoners  pass  the  ditch,  to  allow  n  o  collections  at 
the  kitchen  doors,  nor  to  allow  any  of  the  prisoners  to  do  their  business  in  the  ditch 
or  on  the  gronnds,  only  at  the  sinks.  It  was  about  daylight  when  this  affair  took 
place.  The  prisoner  went  to  the  side,  of  the  kitchen  to  do  his  business.  I  told  him 
to  get  up.  He  said  he  would  do  his  business  first.  Then  he  went  between  his  tent 
and  the  officers'  tents  to  do  his  business.  I  told  him  to  get  up.  He  again  remarked 
that  he  would  do  his  business  first.  I  then  told  him  to  get  up  or  I  would  help  him 
up.  I  told  him  to  get  up  three  times,  and  then  fired.  Nobody  was  around  there 
A  sentry  was  on  the  next  beat,  near  the  second  kitchen  He  may  have  heard  me 
order  the  prisoner  to  get  up.  The  prisoner  lay  and  hallooed  nntil  they  came  and 
pnlled  him  into  the  tent.  Lieutenant  Titcomb  and  Lieutenant  Gaskill  were  on 
guard  that  day. 

Statement  of  Lieut.  W.  M.  Titcomb,  Thirty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops : 

On  the  night  of  the  2l8t  of  April  I  was  on  guard  at  Point  Lookout.  I  was  senior 
officer  of  the  guard.  At  the  time  the  prisoner  was  shot,  between  the  hours  of  12  at 
night  and  2  in  the  morning,  I  was  away  i'rom  the  guard-house,  visiting  my  guard 
around  the  contraband  camp.  Did  not  hear  the  gun  fired,  nor  know  anything  about 
the  afi'air  until  I  came  back  to  the  guard-house,  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after 
the  gun  was  fired.  Did  not  go  into  the  camp  until  after  the  officer  of  the  day  came, 
when  I  reported  the  case  to  him.  He,  with  myself  and  fonr  men  of  the  gnard,  went 
into  the  camp ;  went  to  the  place  where  the  man  was  shot,  but  saw  no  tub  there ;  we 
then  went  down  to  the  hospital  where  the  prisoner  that  was  wounded  was.  Did  not 
speak  to  him ;  after  that  we  went  to  the  guard-house.  My  orders,  that  I  gave  to  the 
guard  inside  the  camp  that  night,  were  to  allow  no  one  to  ease  himself  except  at  the 
sinks.  First,  to  order  them  away  three  times,  and  if  then  they  did  not  go,  to  shoot 
them.    These  orders  I  received  from  the  officer  of  the  day. 

W.  M.  TITCOMB, 
First  Lieutenant,  Thirty-sixth   U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Note. — Lieutenant  Titcomb  gave  the  recorder  the  above  statement, 
he  being  unable  to  appear  before  the  Board  on  account  of  ill-health. 

Statement  of  Corpl.  Miles  James,  Company  B,  Thirty-sixth  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops: 

I  was  corporal  of  the  guard  at  the  prisoners'  camp  on  the  night  of  the  21st  of  April, 
18&t,  and  posted  the  sentinel  (Williams)  who  shot  the  prisoner  of  war.  The  man 
was  shot  between  the  hours  of  12  at  night  and  2  in  the  morning ;  there  was  no  tub 
there  at  the  time  the  man  was  shot.  The  prisoner  sat  down  to  ease  himself  side  of  a 
house,  which  was  against  orders;  the  sentinel  ordered  him  to  leave  from  there.  The 
prisoner  got  up,  but  when  the  sentinel's  back  was  turned  sat  down  again  for  the 
same  purpose.  The  sentinel  this  time  asked  him  what  he  was  going  to  do  there. 
The  prisoner  replied,  "  I  am  going  to  ease  myself."  The  sentinel  told  him  to  get  up 
or  he  would  shoot  him;  the  prisoner  not  obeying  him,  the  sentinel  shot  at  him  and 
wounded  him,  of  which  wound  he  afterward  died.  I  went  to  the  sentinel's  beat  to 
see  why  the  gun  was  fired,  and  got  there  about  four  minutes  after  the  discharge  of 
the  gun.  It  is  my  opinion  that  some  of  the  prisoners  must  have  put  a  tub  at  the 
place  where  the  man  was  shot,  between  that  time  and  morning,  as  1  am  confident 
that  there  was  no  tub  there  at  the  time  the  shooting  took  place. 
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(Note. — Corporal  James  was  unable  to  appear  before  the  Board,  he 
being  ordered  to  duty  at  Piney  Point  before  the  Board  met.  The  above 
statement  was  taken  by  the  recorder.) 

The  Board  visited  the  prisoners'  camp,  but  were  unable  to  obtain 
any  evidence  from  the  prisoners  having  any  bearing  on  the  case. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  above  proceedings  prove  that  Private  Irving 
Williams,  Company  D,  Thirty  sixth  IJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  is  the  man 
who  shot  the  prisoner  of  war,  Marli  Lisk,  and  not  the  Peterson  men- 
tioned in  the  order  convening  the  Board  of  Investigation.  It  will  be 
also  seen  that  the  statements  of  the  witnesses  do  not  agree  as  to  the 
time  when  the  prisoner  was  shot.  Lieiitenants  Titcomb  and  Gaskill 
testify  to  its  being  between  the  hours  of  12  midnight  and  2  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  while  Private  Williams  asserts  that  it  was  about  daylight. 

H.  G.  O.  WEYMOUTH, 
Major  First  V.  8.  Volunteers,  President. 
WILLIAM  H.  HART, 
Captain,  Thirty-sixth  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  Recorder. 

The  Board  of  Investigation  having  carefully  examined  the  evidence 
in  the  case  of  Private  Irving  Williams,  Company  D,  Thirty-sixtli  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops,  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  said  Williams  was  justitied 
in  shooting  the  prisoner  of  war,  Mark  Lisk,  inasmuch  as  it  ajtpears 
from  the  evidence  that  the  aforesaid  Williams  acted  Iti  strict  conformity 
to  the  orders  he  received  from  the  ofiicer  of  the  guard. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  G.  O.  WEYMOUTH, 
Major  First  U.  8.  Volunteers,  President. 
WM.  H.  HART, 
Captain,  Thirty-sixth  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  Recorder. 

[Indoraement.] 

Headquarters  Saint  Mary's  District, 

Point  LooTcoiit,  Md.,  June  11, 1864i 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hofftnan,  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners,  in  accordance  with  standing  orders. 

The  opinion  of  the  Board  appears  to  me  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 
evidence,  which  was  all  that  could  be  obtained.  The  investigation  of 
the  complaint  against  Private  Miles  HoUoway  was  discontinued  by 
direction  of  Major-General  Casey,  who  was  specially  authorized  to  inves 
tigate  it.  The  delay  in  forwarding  these  proceedings  was  occasioned 
chieflv  bv  the  illness  of  a  member  of  the  Board. 

^    ^  A.  G.  DRAPER, 

Colonel  Thirty-sixth  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  Commanding  District. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Saint  Mart's  District, 

jjo.  25.  )  Point  Loolcout,  Md.,  May  24, 1864. 

The  following  additional  instructions  are  hereby  announced  for  the 
government  of  the  camps  for  prisoners  of  war: 

Prisoners  will  not  be  permitted  to  approach  within  twenty  feet  of  the 
fence  at  any  point  except  at  the  place  designated  near  the  sutler's 
store.  During  the  daytime,  that  is  between  daylight  and  dark,  sen- 
tinels will  take  in  custody  all  who  violate  this  order  after  being  cau- 
tioned and  will  turn  them  over  to  the  commander  of  the  guard,  who 
will  see  that  they  are  properly  punished.    If  the  prisoner  violently 
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resists  the  sentiuel  he  will  use  his  arms  in  such  way  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  overcome  liim,  and  if  the  prisoner  attempts  to  run  away  the 
sentiuel  will  fire  upon  him,  always  being  careful,  if  possible,  not  to 
shoot  in  the  direction  of  other  prisoners.  If  the  prisoner  escapes  by 
mingling  with  other  prisoners  one  of  them  will  be  taken  to  bear  the 
punishment  unless  the  oflFender  is  exi)Osed. 

All  disorders  of  every  kind  are  strictly  prohibited,  and  on  their 
occurrence  sentinels  will  call  for  the  guard,  when  an  officer  with  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  from  the  guard  will  immediately  repair  to  the 
scene  of  disturbance  and  take  into  custody  all  engaged  in  it,  who  will 
be  ])unished  in  such  manner  as  the  commanding  officer  may  dii-ect. 
In  all  cases  any  resistance  to  the  guard  will  be  met  with  such  use  of 
their  weapons  as  the  officer  present  may  direct. 

The  assembling  of  prisoners  together  after  dark  outside  of  their 
tents,  or  the  passing  of  prisoners  from  tent  to  tent  or  to  any  other 
place  than  the  night  sinks,  is  strictly  forbidden.  Sentinels  are  directed 
to  take  into  custody  any  individuals  violating  this  rule,  and  when  the 
violation  is  by  several  persons,  if  persisted  in  after  being  distinctly 
warned,  the  sentinels  will  fire  upon  them,  at  the  same  time  calling  for 
the  guard. 

In  all  minor  offenses  committed  by  prisoners,  sentinels  will  report  to 
the  guard,  that  the  offender  may  be  suitably  punished,  and  will  not 
resort  to  violent  measures  to  enforce  this  order  except  where  violence 
is  attempted  on  himself,  when  he  will  do  whatever  may  be  necessary 
in  self-defense. 

Sentinels  at  the  sinks  will  see  that  prisoners  do  not  pass  beyond  the 
prescribed  limits  while  at  the  sinks,  or  while  bathing ;  if  they  do,  and 
persist  in  it,  the  sentinel  will  tire  upon  them  and  call  for  the  guard. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  guard  and  the  sentinels,  particularly  the  latter, 
to  be  always  on  the  alert.  In  case  of  an  attempt  of  the  prisoners  to 
make  their  escape  all  the  sentinels  within  their  reach  will  fire  upon 
them  and  continue  to  do  so  until  the  attempt  is  oveicome.  The  guard, 
under  its  officers,  will  immediately  repair  to  the  scene  of  the  outbreak 
and  will  take  such  measures  as  will  speedily  suppress  the  revolt. 

In  any  case  of  the  shooting  of  a  prisoner  of  war  by  one  of  the  guard 
the  fact  will  be  immediately  reported  to  the  officer  of  the  day,  who  will 
repair  to  the  place  of  the  occurrence  and  as  far  as  practicable  ascertain 
all  the  particulars,  which  he  will  at  once  report  to  the  commanding 
officer. 

No  member  of  the  guard  will  be  allowed  to  leave  the  guard-house 
during  his  tour  except  on  duty  or  to  go  to  the  sink.  Each  relief  will 
be  visited  by  an  officer  of  the  guard  while  on  post,  and  the  guard  and 
sentinels  will  be  visited  by  the  officer  of  the  day  once  between  9  and 
12  o'clock  at  night  and  once  between  12  o'clock  and  daylight. 

This  order  will  be  read  by  the  officer  of  the  guard  to  each  relief 
before  being  posted. 

By  command  of  Ool.  A.  G.  Draper: 

EIOHAED  F.  ANDREWS, 
First,  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  Qeneral. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  May  25, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sfr:  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  report  from  Point  Lookout  of  the  20th  instant.     So  much 
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thereof  as  relates  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  guard  at  Point  Lookout 
has  been  referred  to  General  Halleck,  who  will  jnake  proper  provision 
for  the  subject.  The  question  of  the  replacing  of  the  sailing  vessel  by 
a  steam  gun-boat  will  be  referred  to  the  proper  department.  Advert- 
ing to  your  inquiry  whether  the  President's  instructions  to  Major- 
General  Butler,  dated  January  4, 1864,  are  still  in  force,  I  am  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  you  that  those  regulations  are  to  be 
taken  as  having  no  present  application,  and  as  suspended  until  further 
orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIB, 
Colonel  and  Inspector- General. 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  25,  ISM. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Windee,  Gommandintj,  t&c. : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  refer- 
ence to  military  jirison  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  to  which  place  I  was 
ordered  by  you  in  communication  dated  31st  |30]  of  April,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  an  inspection  and  reporting  on  same. 

Portions  of  the  encampment  I  found  in  very  filthy  condition,  the 
pi  oper  drainage  of  the  grounds  has  been  very  much  neglected,  and  the 
police  of  the  entire  encampment,  until  very  recently,  has  been  very 
defective,  but  every  efibrt  is  being  made  by  the  commandant  of  the 
interior  prison  to  put  it  in  good  condition,  and  in  this  connection  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  facts  mentioned  in  Captain  Wirz's 
report,  which  I  herewith  inclose,  viz : 

That  it  has  been  only  two  weeks  since  I  received  axes,  spades,  &.c.,  from  Colum- 
bus to  cut  ditches,  &c. 

No  encampment  on  so  large  a  scale  as  Gamp  Sumter  can  be  properly 
policed  and  drained  without  an  abundant  supply  of  these  materials, 
and  as  they  had  only  been  furnished  two  weeks  before  I  reached  Ander- 
sonville it  is  a  wonderto  me  that  the  camp  is  in  as  good  condition  as  I 
find  it;  its  condition  previous  to  that  time  must  have  been  wretched. 
Much  yet  remains  to  be  done  to  render  it  habitable,  but  judging  from 
the  energy  which  has  marked  Captain  Wirz's  conduct  in  respect  to  the 
management  of  tlie  prisoners  at  Andersonville,  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  there  will  be  a  continued  improvement.  The  camp  is  sup- 
plied, at  least  for  drinking  purposes,  with  excellent  water  from  a  stream 
which  runs  through  the  center  of  the  stockade.  I  do  not  regard  the 
stream  of  sufftcient  volume  and  velocity  for  the  purposes  required  at 
so  extensive  a  prison  and  would  advise  that  wells  be  dug  on  the  higher 
portions  of  the  grounds,  and  if  the  number  of  prisoners  is  very  much 
increased  and  this  camp  made,  as  I  suppose  it  will  be,  the  grand  recep- 
tacle for  prisoners  captured  throughout  the  Confederacy,  theu  I  would 
by  all  means  recommend  that  another  area  be  inclosed  with  a  stockade 
similar  to  the  present  one  and  that  the  grounds  selected  be  on  a  stream 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  the  present  camp. 

This  stream  is  of  a  volume  and  velocity  at  least  ten  times  greater 
than  the  one  which  runs  through  the  grounds  now  occupied.  In  regard 
to  the  present  location  of  the  hospital  within  the  stockade,  I  regard  it  as 
the  very  worst  place  possible  for  it,  and  I  think  that  any  sensible  man 
who  has  any  experience  in  the  management  of  prisoners  will,  upon 
inspection  of  this  post,  agree  with  me.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  detail 
objections  to  the  present  location  of  the  hospital.  They  are  fully  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the  post,  which  I  herewith  inclose,  and 
I  would  earnestly  advise  its  imntetliate  removal. 
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The  bakery  and  other  culinary  arrangements  have  just  been  com- 
pleted, and  they  are  creditably  conducted. 

The  rations  are  the  same  as  issued  to  our  soldiers  in  the  field :  Beef, 
one  pound,  or  in  lieu  of,  one-third  pound  of  bacon ;  meal,  one  and  one- 
quarter  pounds,  with  occasional  issue  of  rice  and  beans,  molasses,  vin- 
egar, and  soap.  The  prisoners  I  found  entirely  without  shelter,  except 
the  sick,  and  the  number  furnished  them  is  entirely  inadequate  and  of 
the  most  miserable  kind.  Immediate  arrangements  should  be  made  by 
which  the  prisoners  may  be  sheltered  from  tlie  rains  and  protected 
from  the  heat  of  the  sun.  Buildings  should  be  commenced  as  soon  as 
practicable  for  the  winter,  and  in  the  meantime  tents  should  be  fur- 
nished for  their  use  during  the  summer.  Without  this  they  will  die  off 
by  hundreds,  and  will  be  a  dead  loss  to  us  in  the  way  of  exchange. 

By  a  recent  order  Irom  the  War  Department  all  regular  troops  have 
been  ordered  from  the  Andersonville  prison,  and  troops  from  the  Geor- 
.gia  Reserve  Corps  (General  Howell  Cobb's  command)  have  to  fill  their 
places.  These  are  oflScered  principally  by  men  that  have  seen  some 
service,  are  to  some  extent  soldiers,  and  can  be  relied  upon. 

By  a  recent  order,  however,  from  the  War  Department,  I  understand 
that  these  oflicers,  numbering  in  all  about  250  men  for  the  whole  State, 
are  to  be  conscripted  and  sent  to  the  field.  If  this  order  is  enforced 
the  iieserve  Corps  will  be  almost  entirely  disorganized ;  they  will  have 
to  elect  new  officers,  and  there  is  scarcely  one  man  out  of  a  hundred 
who  knows  the  manual  of  arms  or  who  is  capable  of  marching  a  com- 
pany a  square.  If  this  order  is  enforced  I  should  have  serious  fears 
for  the  safety  of  the  i)risons  at  Andersonville  and  Macon,  Ga.  Eighteen 
thousand  or  20,000  trained  soldiers  (prisoners),  with  1,500  educated 
officers,  courageous  and  desperate,  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  safely 
guarded  by  such  an  organization  with  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
guard  these  prisons.  The  Florida  line  is  scarcely  seventy-five  miles 
from  Andersonville,  and  the  Yankee  forces  not  far  from  this  line,  and 
by  some  preconcerted  arrangements  between  the  prisoners  and  the 
enemy,  and  with  2,000  or  3,000  raw  recruits,  without  officers,  undisci- 
plined and  totally  disorganized,  a  successful  outbreak  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoners  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  entirely  practicable. 

I  wish  to  say  one  word  in  regard  to  the  command  at  Andersonville. 
Great  confusion  and  serious  difficulties  have  existed  in  regard  to  rank 
among  the  officers,  quarrels  and  contentions  as  to  who  lanks  and  com- 
mands, all  tending  to  disturb  the  good  order,  discipline,  and  proper 
conduct  of  the  post  and  prison.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  if  the  com- 
mandant of  the  post  is  to  command  the  prison  he  should  be  of  such 
rank  and  experience  as  to  silence  all  contentions;  otherwise  the  com- 
mandant of  the  prison  should  be  independent  of  the  post  commandant, 
and  he  himself  should  be  of  such  rank  as  to  control  those  who  report 
to  him  from  day  to  day  for  duty.  1  wish  to  add  a  word  in  relation  to 
the  officer  commanding  the  interior  prison  (the  prison  proper),  Captain 
Wirz,  who,  in  ray  opinion,  deserves  great  credit  for  the  good  sense  and 
energy  he  has  displayed  in  the  management  of  the  prison  at  Anderson- 
ville, He  is  the  only  man  who  seems  to  fully  comprehend  his  impor- 
tant duties.  He  does  the  work  of  commandant,  adjutant,  clerk,  and 
warden,  and  without  his  presence  at  Camp  Sumter  at  this  time  every- 
thing would  be  chaos  and  confusion;  in  my  opinion,  at  least  two  com- 
missioned officers  should  be  assigned  to  duty  to  assist  him. 

In  conclusion,  1  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  was  detained  in  Macon,  Ga., 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  prison  for  Federal  officers,  and  all  mail 
roinmunication  being  cut  off  from  Richmond,  I  could  not  make  my 
report  sooner. 
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1  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  that  at  Macon  I  found  170  officers  (pris- 
oners of  war)  in  the  custody  of  the  officer  commanding  at  that  post. 
They  had  been  there  for  weeks— some  for  months.  I  am  not  aware  and 
do  not  believe  that  any  report  has  ever  been  made  in  regard  to  them. 
Feeling  an  interest  in  the  proper  management  of  the  prison  depart- 
ment I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  gross  mismanagement 
and  want  of  system  which  exists  at  tlie  diii'erent  prisons.  In  my 
opinion  there  should  be  some  head  of  the  prison  department  so  that 
rules  and  regulations,  general  and  comprehensive,  maybe  ])rescribed 
lor  each  and  all  throughout  the  Confederacy.  Trisou  reports  and 
returns  made,  order  and  system  established,  and  strict  discipline 
enforced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  P.  TUKNER, 

Major,  &c. 

[IiHlorHeiiioul.] 

May  26, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General,  with  the  remark  that  orders  have  been  issued,  some  time  since, 
placing  the  hospitals  outside  of  the  inclosure  of  the  prison. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Ilncloanre  No.  1.] 

Camp  Sumter,  Anderaonvilh,  May  8, 1864, 
Maj.  Thomas  P.  Turner,  C.  S.  Army: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  ibllowing  report  in  regard  to 
C.  S.  military  prison  at  this  post.  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
tlie  i)rison  by  Col.  A.  W,  Persons,  the  commandant  of  the  post,  on  the 
27th  of  March,  1864,  having  reported  to  him  for  duty  by  order  of 
General  J.  H.  Winder,  commanding  C.  S.  military  prisons.  I  found 
the  prison  in  a  bad  condition,  owing  to  the  want  of  tools,  such  as  axes, 
spades,  and  lumber  to  erect  proper  buildings.  The  first  commandant 
of  the  post,  Capt.  W.  S.  Winder,  and  his  successor.  Col.  A.  W.  Persons, 
had  left  nothing  untried  to  supply  th  [ese]  so  important  articles.  Only 
two  weeks  ago  I  received  axes,  spades,  &c.,  from  Columbus,  Ga.;  went 
to  work  cutting  ditches,  &c.  I  hope  to  have  everything  in  the  interior 
of  the  i)rison  completed  in  two  weeks.  The  bakery,  which  could  not  be 
completed  for  want  of  lumber,  is  now  in  operation.  The  necessity  of 
enlarging  the  stockade  is  unavoidable,  and  I  shall  commence  as  soon 
as  I  can  gather  a  sufficient  number  of  negroes. 

I  would  most  respectfully  ask  you  lo  present  to  the  authorities  at 
Kichmond  the  impediments  thrown  in  my  way  by  having  the  hospitals 
inside  of  the  prison. 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  Ist  day  of  April 7, 160 

Received  up  to  to-day,  from  various  points 5,787 

Received  up  to  to-day,  recaptured 7 

Total 12,954 

Number  of  dead  from  the  Ist  of  April  to  8th  of  May 728 

Number  escaped  from  the  1st  of  April  to  8th  of  May 13 

Total  on  hand 12,213 

I  consequently  lost  six  prisoners.  I  would  also  call  your  attention 
to  the  danger  of  having  our  present  guard  forces  withdrawn  and  their 
places  supplied  by  the  reserve,  loices  of  Governor  Brown. 
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Ill  Gouclusion,  allow  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  concerning  myself.  I 
am  here  in  a  very  unpleasant  position,  growing  out  of  the  rank  which 
I  now  hold,  iind  suggest  the  propriety  of  being  promoted.  Haying 
the  full  control  of  the  prison,  and  consequently  of  the  daily  prison 
guard,  the  orders  which  I  have  to  give  are  very  often  not  obeyed 
with  the  i)romptness  the  occasion  requires,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
emanates  from  the  reluctance  of  obeying  an  officer  who  holds  the  same 
rank  as  they  do.  My  duties  are  manifold  and  require  all  my  time  in 
daytijne  and  very  often  part  of  the  night,  and  I  would  most  respect- 
fully ask  that  two  commissioned  officers  (lieutenants)  would  be  assigned 
to  me  for  duty. 

I  am,  major,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WIRZ, 
Captain,  Gommanding  Prison. 

[First  indorAement.] 

ElCHMOND,  Va.,  May  S'j,  18(14. 

Eespectfully  forwarded.    Recommended. 

TH.  P.  TURNER, 

Major,  &c. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded.  Captain  Wirz  has  proved 
himself  to  be  a  diligent  and  efficient  officer,  whose  superior  in  com- 
manding prisoners  and  incident  duties  I  know  not. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosuro  No.  2.] 

Andebsonvillb,  Ga.,  May  8,  1864. 
Maj.  Thomas  P.  Turner,  Andersonville,  6a.: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  sanitary 
condition  of  O.  S.  military  prison  at  Andersonville,  (ia.  The  report 
for  the  month  of  April  shows  a  ratio  of  316.1  cases  treated,  57.6  deaths 
per  1,000  of  mean  strength.  There  is  nothing  in  the  topography  of  the 
country  that  can  be  said  to  have  influenced  the  health  of  the  command. 
The  location  is  elevated  and  well  drained;  the  soil  is  sandy,  without 
vegetable  mold  or  other  cryptogamous  growth  likely  to  engender  mala- 
ria. The  large  ratio  of  diseases  of  tlie  digestive  system  has  been  due 
to  long  confinement  in  prison  with  the  diet.  I  am  convinced  from 
observation  that  a  majority  of  the  cases  of  diarrhea  and  dysentery  have 
more  or  less  scorbutic  connection. 

Tlie  bakery  and  other  culinary  arrangements  have  just  been  com- 
pleted, up  to  which  time  there  had  been  an  inadequate  supply  of  cook- 
ing utensils  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  articles  of  diet  have  been 
insufficiently  cooked.  The  ration  is  the  same  as  that  issued  to  Confed- 
erate soldiers  in  the  field,  viz. :  Beef,  one  pound,  or  in  lieu  one-third 
pound  of  bacon ;  meal, one  pound  and  a  quarter,  with  an  occasional  issue 
of  rice,  beans,  molasses,  and  vinegar.  The  arrangements  for  a  thorough 
policing  of  the  prison  are  not  yet  finished.  Through  the  center  of  the 
stockade  passes  a  stream,  afl'ording  an  ample  supply  of  good  water. 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  piison  it  is  designed  to  construct  two  dams  of 
different  heights,  the  upper  to  be  used  for  drinking,  the  lower  for  bath- 
ing.   Over  the  remainder  of  the  stream  are  to  be  arranged  the  sinks. 
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The  stream  has  sufficient  volume  and  velocity  to  carry  off  all  ordure. 
Once  a  day  the  flood  gates  of  the  dams  mentioned  above  are  to  be 
opened,  thereby  driving  oft'  all  deposits  that  may  have  collected  during 
the  day. 

At  present  tlie  police  of  the  camp  is  defective,  but  the  commander 
of  the  interior  is  using  every  effort  to  effect  the  arraugemeut  mentioned 
above,  which  has  been  retarded  up  to  the  present  by  an  inadequate 
supply  of  the  necessary  tools.  The  habits  of  the  men  as  a  rule  are 
lilthy  in  the  extreme,  and  as  soon  as  the  arrangements  for  bathing  have 
been  completed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  compel  them  to  bathe  at  stated 
periods. 

The  dimensions  of  the  prison  will  not  admit  of  exercise;  the  absence 
of  which,  with  the  depressing  influences  on  the  mind  produced  by 
imprisonment,  is  a  prolific  source  of  disease. 

The  large  ratio  of  mortality  is  due  to  the  debilitated  condition  of  the 
I)risoners  produced  by  long  confinement  in  prison  and  to  absence  of 
proper  hospital  accommodations.  The  worst  cases  are  treated  in  tents, 
of  which  there  is  an  inadequate  supply.  The  present  location  of  the 
hospital  is  objectionable  for  the  following  reasons:  The  prisoners  with 
their  camp-fires  are  densely  crowded  around  the  hospitals,  preventing 
a  free  circulation  of  air  so  necessary  to  the  treatment  of  the  class  of 
diseases  prevailing;  the  mistaken  kindness  of  their  comrades  who  visit 
them  and  furnish  tliem  improperdiet  produces  deleterious  consequences. 

It  Is  to  be  admitted,  however,  that  such  instances  are  rare,  as  they  are 
so  utterly  devoid  of  humanity  as  in  many  instances  to  refuse  assistance 
to  a  dying  comrade  under  the  same  blanket  with  him.  Their  true  char- 
acter is  much  more  frequently  manifested  in  predatory  forays  upon  the 
hospital,  robbing  the  sick  of  their  blankets,  clothes,  and  diet,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  it  will  be  impossible  to  furnish  the  hospital  with 
proper  bedding  and  diet  while  the  hospital  remains  within  the  stockade. 

The  drainage  from  the  prison  passing  through  the  hospital  grounds 
is  another  great  objection  to  its  location. 

I  therefore  most  respectfully  suggest  that  authority  be  granted  to 
place  the  hospital  outside  of  the  stockade,  and  that  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  tents  for  1,000  sick  be  furnished  until  proper  hospitals  can  be 
constructed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 

Chief  Surgeon. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Post, 

So.  38.  )  Andersonville,  Ga.,  May  25, 1864. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Surgeon-General's  Office,  Surgeon 
Isaiah  H.  White  is  placed  in  charge  of  the  guard  and  prison,  and  will  be 
respected  and  obeyed  accordingly. 
Bv  order  of  A.  W.  Persons,  colonel,  commanding  post : 

E.  D.  CHAPMAN, 
Captain  and  Acting  Adjutant. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  20,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel  :  By  direction  of  Major-General  Halleck,  chief  of  staff,  your 
attention  is  called  to  the  following  extract  from  Colonel  Marcy's  iuspec- 
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tioii  report  of  Department  of  the  Missouri  for  months  of  February, 
Marcb,  and  April,  1864,  viz: 

Alton  prison  inspection,  March  Si,  1864. 

The  morning  report  of  the  prisoners  showed  902  prisoners  of  war  and  128  citizen 
prisoners.  The  accommodations  for  this  large  miraber  of  prisoners  are  altogether 
iuatletjuate,  and  sanitary  considerations  require  that  they  should  either  be  speedily 
enlarged  or  some  of  the  prisoners  removed.  The  entire  amount  of  cubic  feet  to  each 
jiersou  within  the  prison  wasonly290.  Thepoliceof  the  prison  was  very  bad.  There 
was  a  large  accumulation  in  the  sinks  and  no  drainage,  and  although  lime  was  freely 
used  they  were  very  olfeusive.  There  were  no  bathing  arrangements,  even  in  the 
hos])ital.  The  prisoners  were  obliged  to  cook,  eat,  sleep,  and  wash  in  the  same  room, 
which,  with  the  want  of  proper  ventilation,  produced  a  very  impure  and  deleterious 
atmosphere.  The  grounds  within  the  prison  walls  were  lilthy  and  neglected.  The 
rooms  were  not  policed,  and  the  appearance  of  tlie  place  throughout  exhibited  most 
clearly  the  want  of  an  energetic  and  eumpeteut  head 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  N.  SCOTT, 
Captain,  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry,  Aidede-Camp. 


Point  Lookout,  May  26, 1864. 
Capt.  W.  T.  Hartz  : 
Give  no  more  passes  to  visit  prisoners,  except  in  cases  of  illness. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Gommissary-Oeneral  of  Prisoners. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  20, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Ya.  : 

General:  Agreeably  to  your  wishes  I  examined  to-day  the  respec- 
tive relations  of  General  Winder  and  Colonel  Ould  to  the  Yankee  prison- 
ers falling  into  our  hands.  I  find  the  latter  has  no  direct  control  over 
the  prisoners,  except  for  i)urposes  of  exchange  or  parole,  and  then  only 
so  far  as  receiving  such  nuinbers  as  are  turned  over  to  him  upon  requi- 
sitions. Colonel  Ould  indicating  the  number,  grades,  dates,  and  place  of 
capture,  and  the  condition  (whether  invalids  or  efltectives)  of  prisoners 
required.  In  addition  to  the  duties  consequent  upon  arranging  these 
exchanges  and  ])arole8,  he  attends  to  all  correspondence  growing  out  of 
this  subject  with  authorities  charged  with  this  duty  upon  the  other 
side,  answers  all  inquiries  made  through  flags  of  truce  respecting  indi- 
vidual prisoners,  and  examines  and  forwards  letters  hence  by  flags  of 
truce.  General  Winder  controls  directly  all  prisoners  arriving  here,  at 
Danville,  and  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  and  now  at  Macon,  Ga.,  but  has 
no  general  control  over  the  subject,  and  consequently  cannot  keep  cor- 
rect records  except  of  those  at  points  mentioned.  Even  with  regard  to 
tlie  latter,  although  I  found  descriptive  books  full  enough  in  all  par- 
ticulars to  follow  up  the  history  of  each  prisoner,  yet  from  the  character 
of  returns  made  tliese  books  do  not  afford  information  respecting  each 
prisoner  for  the  current  month,  changes  occurring  only  being  reported 
by  name  at  the  end  of  each  month,  With  the  multiplicity  of  duties 
performed  by  General  Winder  it  could  not  be  expected  that  he  could 
give  that  strict  personal  supervision  to  duties  which  of  themselves  are 
sufficient  to  occupy  the  best  energies  of  a  man  of  intelligence,  energy, 
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and  industry,  and  no  one  can  examine  the  records  and  character  of 
service  relating  to  the  department  of  prisoners  without  being  convinced 
of  the  absolute  necessity  for  a  commissary-general  of  prisoners.  Facts 
have  come  to  my  knowledge  respecting  these  prisons  and  the  prison 
system  which  satisfy  my  mind  fully  that  no  efl'ective  system  or  organiza- 
tion can  be  secured  without  such  an  officer. 

In  consideration  of  the  close  official  relations  existing  between  the 
ofticer  directly  charged  with  care  of  the  prisoners  ajid  the  commissioner 
for  exchange,  I  should  think  a  bureau  for  the  regulation  of  all  matters 
relating  to  prisoners  would  prove  most  advantageous  either  under 
charge  of  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners  or  the  commissioner  for 
their  exchange,  as  the  same  records  are  necessary  to  both  for  the 
advised  performance  of  their  duties,  it  being  equally  important  to  both 
to  know  the  number,  condition,  and  location  of  all  prisoners.  The  chief 
of  this  bureau  could  regulate  by  orders  and  regulations  the  disposition 
of  prisoners  taken  throughout  the  Confederacy,  and  require  such  returns 
from  armies,  detachments,  or  small  parties  capturing  prisoners  as  would 
inform  his  department  of  every  capture,  and  through  returns  from  the 
different  prisons  keep  up  his  records  so  as  to  show  their  condition 
weekly.  As  it  is,  with  divided  responsibilities  it  is  as  difficult  for  the 
one  to  procure  the  information  necessary  to  well-informed  correspond- 
ence as  it  is  for  the  other  to  arrange  for  the  safe-keeping  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  prisoners,  and  the  makeshift  for  the  present  appears  to 
have  characterized  too  much  the  disposition  heretofore  made  of  our 
prisoners.  A  better  system  and  organization  to  be  secured  under  the 
plan  proposed  would,  1  think,  result  in  greater  economy  and  the  better 
security  of  the  prisoners,  and  while  securing  to  the  bureau  information 
from  all  commands  respecting  their  capture,  would  enable  the  authori- 
ties to  arrange  deliberately,  and  in  accordance  with  actual  wants,  the 
necessary  accommodations. 

1  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[First  indorsement.] 


May  28,  1864. 


General  Bragg: 

Will  you  look  at  this  paper  at  your  convenience,  and  perhaps  we  may 
devise  a  plan  by  which  we  may  insure  a  more  perfect  record  of  the 
prisoners  of  the  enemy  in  our  hands  than  has  heretofore  been  kept.  I 
have  been  told  that  we  have  either  at  Danville  or  some  other  depot  of 
prisoners  east  of  the  Mississippi  200  more  prisoners  of  the  enemy  than 
our  returns  exhibit. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  May  29,  1864. 
I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  that  our  present  system  is  very  defective, 
and  from  my  experience  in  the  lield  I  know  we  have  lost  many  prisoners 
by  it.  A  general  officer  of  ability  might  be  advantageously  employed 
at  the  head  of  the  bureau  suggested,  and  commanders  in  the  field  of  all 
grades  should  be  required  to  make  to  him  full  and  detailed  reports  of 
captures.  My  mind  has  long  been  satisfied,  too,  that  a  system  of 
espionage  exists  through  the  exchange  of  prisoners  by  wliich  the  enemy 
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is  kept  advised.  Men  in  our  service  are  too  esisily  captured  and 
exchanged  without  question  or  comment.  Men  who  intentionally  throw 
themselves  into  the  enemy's  hands  are  not  entitled  to  our  consideration, 
and  should  not  be  received  by  us  in  exchange  for  real  prisoners  of  war. 

BRAXTOlf  BEAGG, 

General. 

[Thinl  iiHlorsciiieiit.] 

October  10, 1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  connection  with 
General  Gardner's  application  for  relief  of  October  10,  1864. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond,  May  27, 1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  received  a  roll  of  seventy-one  negro  prisoners,  captured 
some  time  since  in  Florida  and  sent  to  Tallahassee  and  from  thence  to 
Amerious,  Ga.  Many  of  them  admit  that  they  are  the  slaves  of  per- 
sons living  in  Eastern  North  Carolina,  and  I  am  informed  that  they  are 
all  probably  from  that  State  and  Virginia.  It  is  so  inconvenient  as  to 
be  almost  impossible  for  the  owners  to  go  to  Americus  for  the  purpose 
of  identifying  and  claiming  them.  Could  they  not  be  ordered  to  some 
more  convenient  jdace,  Raleigh  or  Salisbury,  for  instance'? 
Very  respectfully, 

WILL.  B.  RODMAN. 

[Indorsement.] 

Answered  that  the  demand  on  the  transportation  is  too  great  at 
present  for  this  to  be  done,  but  if  tlie  request  be  renewed  at  a  more 
favorable  moment  it  will  probably  be  accorded. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Post, 

No.  76.  )  Andersonville,  Ga.,  May  27, 1864. 

The  colonel  commanding  the  prison  guard  will  detail  six  reliable  and 
lutelligent  men  to  report  to  Dr.  Isaiah  H.  White,  chief  surgeon  of  the 
post. 
By  order  A.  W.  Persons,  colonel,  commanding  post: 

R.  D.  CHAPMAN, 
Captain  and  Acting  Adjutant. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Dept., 

No.  31.  ^  Shreveport,  La.,  May  28, 1864. 

I.  The  following  is  published  for  the  information  of  all  persons  con- 
cerned and  the  guidance  of  officers  commanding  independent  armies 
and  detachments  in  the  field.  Officers  capturing  prisoners  of  war 
should  immediately  prepare  duplicate  lists,  setting  forth  the  Christian 
and  surnames  and  the  companies  and  regiments  to  which  the  prisoners 
belong.  These  lists  should  also  show  when,  where,  and  by  whom  the 
captures  were  made.  Should  one  or  more  officers  be  included  in  the 
capture  the  signature  of  the  highest  in  rank  should  be  obtained  to 
attest  the  correctness  of  the  list.    One  of  these  lists  must  be  forwarded 
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at  once  through  tlie  regular  military  channel  to  department  head- 
quarters and  the  other  retained  by  the  ofticer  making  the  capture. 

In  the  present  situation  of  affairs  paroles  had  better  not  be  given. 
The  Federal  authorities  recognize  no  delivery  of  a  paroled  man,  except 
at  Vicksburg  or  City  Point,  unless  made  in  accordance  with  aii  agree- 
ment between  commanders  of  opposing  armies.  Where  there  are  pris- 
oners on  both  sides  they  can  be  exchanged,  man  for  man,  on  the  spot. 
The  above  instructions  will  be  implicitly  obeyed  as  thousands  of  pris- 
oners have  been  lost  by  failing  to  comply  with  them.  If  captures  are 
not  correctly  reported  nothing  is  gained  in  making  them. 

II.  The  following  exchanges  have  been  made: 

1.  All  officers  and  men  captured  and  paroled  at  any  time  previous  to 
September  1,  l8G.i,  except  such  as  were  captured  at  Vicksburg,  July  4, 
1863,  and  are  not  mentioned  under  the  following  heads: 

2.  The  general  officers  captured  at  Vicksburg,  July  4,  1863.  The 
staff  of  Generals  Peinberton,  Stevenson,  Bowen,  Moore,  Barton,  S.  D. 
Lee,  Gumming,  Harris,  and  Baldwin,  ami  of  Colonels  Reynolds,  Cock- 
rell,  and  Dockery ;  the  ofticers  and  men  of  Stevenson's  division,  Bowen's 
division,  Moore's  brigade,  Waul's  Legion,  and  the  Second  Texas  Regi- 
ment. The  officers  and  men  of  the  engineer  c-orps,  sappers  and  miners, 
and  the  Fourth  and  Forty  sixth  Mississippi  Regiments,  all  captured  at 
Vicksbnrg  July  4,  1863.  All  officers  and  men  captured  at  Vicksburg, 
July  4, 1863,  who  reported  at  Enterprise,  Miss.,  at  any  time  prior  to  the 
14th  of  November,  1863,  and  whose  names  were  forwarded  by  Maj.  Gen. 
J.  H.  Forney  to  the  commissioneis  of  exchange. 

3.  All  civilians  who  have  been  arrested  at  any  time  before  the  6th  of 
May,  1863,  and  released  on  parole  are  released  from  any  and  every 
obligation  contained  iu  said  parole.  If  any  such  person  has  taken  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  or  given  any  bond  or  if  his 
release  has  been  ac(!ompanied  with  any  other  condition  he  is  discharged 
from  the  same. 

4.  All  prisoners  heretofore  held  by  the  United  States,  whether  offi- 
cers, soldiers,  or  civilians,  received  at  City  Point  before  the  1st  of 
January,  1864. 

By  command  of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSO]S^ 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Butler's  Headqttarterd, 
May  29,  1864—7  p.  m.    (Received  8.39  a.  m.  30th.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Richmond  Examiner  of  27th 
instant:  "Trains  commenced  ruTining  regularly  on  the  Petersburg 
railroad  yesterday,  26th."  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  we  have  held 
the  road  for  three  weeks,  May  5  to  26.  Our  prisoners  iu  Richmond  are 
on  half  rebel  rations.    So  are  the  rebel  soldiers. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  I).  C,  May  29, 18(i-i. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
General:   In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  26th  instant, 
calling  my  attention  to  an  extract  from  a  report  of  Colonel  Marcy, 
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inspector-general,  on  the  condition  of  the  Alton  military  prison,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  in  February  I  received  a  report  on  the  condition 
of  this  prison,  showing  that  many  reforms  were  needed,  and  1  immedi- 
ately gave  minute  instructions  to  Colonel  Weer,  the  then  commander, 
directing  him  to  take  such  steps  as  were  necessary  to  put  the  prison  in 
a  proper  condition.  Other  instructions  to  the  same  effect  were  sent  to 
him  from  time  to  time  until  the  latter  part  of  April,  when  I  learned 
that  in  addition  to  grossly  neglecting  his  duty  and  disobeying  all  my 
orders,  Colonel  Weer  was  a  drunkard  and  had  much  abused  his  author- 
ity. 1  therefore  immediately  telegraphed  to  Major-General  Eosecraus, 
commanding  Department  of  tlie  Missouri,  requesting  that  he  might  be 
relieved,  and  his  case  be  brought  before  a  court  ol  investigation.  Col- 
onel Weer  was  accordingly  relieved  and  Brigadier-General  Copeland 
is  now  in  command,  who  I  trust  will  do  all  that  is  requisite  to  bring 
about  the  reforms  so  much  needed.  Colonel  Weer's  neglects  and  short- 
comings have  all  been  laid  before  Major-General  Eosecraus,  who  has 
doubtless  directed  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  in  the  case. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


HdqBS.  DEPT.  OF   VlUGlNlA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Office  Commissioner  fob  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  May  29, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herein  a  list  of  Federal  pris- 
oners who  died  in  Confederate  prisons  from  February  27  to  March  31, 
1864,  inclusive.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E,  MULFOED, 
Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  May  29,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A,  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del. : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  23d  instant,  and  in  reply  have  to  say  that  the  three  assist- 
ant surgeons  of  the  rebel  army  who  are  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort 
Delaware  will  be  sent  beyond  our  lines  for  unconditional  discharge  as 
soon  as  practicable.  I  will  inform  you  by  telegram  when  the  communi 
cation  is  open  between  Fort  Monroe  and  the  rebel  lines. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


'  Brief  of  origiual  paper  indicates  two  inclosures,  covering  deaths  of  267  known 
and  15  unknown  soldiers  and  1  citizen  in  Andersonvilie  prison. 
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Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  29, 1864. 
Col.  A.  Cr.  Draper, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  Forces,  Dist.  of  Saint  Marfs,  Point  Lookout,  Md. : 
Colonel:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  the  instructions  of  Major-General  Butler,  directing  the  dis- 
charge of  prisoners  of  war  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  or  other 
conditions,  are  suspended  until  further  orders.  You  will  therefore 
grant  no  more  discharges  except  by  orders  from  the  War  Department. 
Please  refer  to  my  instructions  to  General  Mars  ton  of  the  27  th  of  October, 
1863,  in  reference  to  forwarding  rolls  of  prisoners  who  desire  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  be  governed  by  them.  As  I  mentioned  to 
you  verbally  in  the  fatigue  duties  performed  by  prisoners  employ  those 
in  preference  who  avow  loyal  sentiments  and  who  have  applied  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  29, 1864. 
Col,  A,  G.  Draper, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Forces,  Dist.  of  Saint  Mary's,  Point  Lookout,  Md. : 

Colonel:  I  wish  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
having  your  command  so  instructed  as  to  be  perfectly  prepared  to  meet 
any  emergency  that  may  arise  either  from  an  external  attack  with 
a  view  to  the  release  of  the  prisoners  of  war  or  from  any  effort  ou 
their  own  part  to  this  end.  The  commanders  of  the  regiments  com- 
posing your  command  should  understand  perfectly  what  they  are  to  do 
under  any  circumstances,  and  they  should  give  their  regiments  full 
instructions  to  meet  any  case,  day  or  night.  Your  daily  guard  should 
be  carefully  and  minutely  instructed,  particularly  the  colored  troops, 
in  all  their  duties,  as  I  have  heretofore  indicated  to  yon.  And  as  one 
means  of  arriving  at  this  end  and  to  insure  that  the  guard  duties  are 
faithfully  performed,  you  should  detail  a  field  officer  of  the  day  from  the 
field  officers  of  your  command,  who  should  be  held  responsible  that  all 
orders  for  the  government  of  your  guards  are  properly  observed. 

All  sentinels  placed  over  prisoners  should  be  carefully  instructed 
when  they  are  authorized  to  fire  upon  them  to  enforce  their  orders. 
The  shooting  of  a  prisoner,  except  when  compelled  by  a  grave  necessity, 
cannot  be  excused,  and  such  an  act  for  a  slight  offense  for  which  it 
would  be  sufficient  punishment  to  take  the  prisoner  in  custody  and 
turn  him  over  to  the  guard  can  be  considered  little  less  than  wanton  mur- 
der. While  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  appoint  officers  to  attend 
to  the  different  branches  of  the  service  at  the  post,  it  is  also  necessary 
that  you  should  assure  yourself  from  personal  observation  that  your 
orders  are  promptly  and  satisfactorily  executed,  for  the  responsibility 
is  first  upon  yourself,  and  if  those  under  you  fail  to  obey  orders  it  is 
your  duty  to  hold  them  to  an  account. 

One  or  two  new  regiments  will  be  assigned  to  your  command,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  for  you  to  give  your  particular  attention  to  their 
instruction  and  discipline.  You  will  remain  in  command  oX  the  post. 
And  I  am  satisfied  that  when  you  have  had  sufficient  time  to  intro- 
duce all  the  reforms  which  were  so  necessary  at  the  time  of  your 
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arrival  the  discipline  and  order  of  tbe  post  will  be  all  that  can  be 
desired.  Let  me  suggest  that  if  the  business  of  the  post  is  not  begun 
early  in  the  morning  it  will  be  behind  ail  day.  There  should  be  a  drill 
always  before  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  by  or  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
held  ofiScers. 

Keport  when  you  have  removed  the  colored  regiment  to  its  new 
camp.    Please  refer  to  my  letter  of  May  C  addressed  to  General  Hinks. 
Your  daily  telegrams  should  be  sent  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Gommissary-Oeneral  of  Prisoners. 


Eed  Eivee  Landin(},  May  29,  1864. 
Col.  0.  C.  DwiGHT,  Acting  Assistant  Inspector- General : 

Colonel:  In  accordance  with  my  appointment,  contained  in  my 
communication  of  the  24th  instant,  I  reached  this  point  this  morning. 
Not  finding  you  here  I  conclude  there  has  been  some  delay  in  the  receipt 
of  my  note.  1  will  therefore  await  in  the  neighborhood  your  arrival, 
leaving  a  portion  of  my  escort  at  this  place  to  apprize  me  of  that  fact. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  M.  LEVY, 
Maj,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Insp.  Gen.,  C.  8.  Army,  Vomr.  of  Exchange. 


Office  Commissaby-Geneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  G.,  May  29,  1864. 
Col.  0.  W.  Hill, 

128th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Gommanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  my  letter  of  the  15th 
of  December,  1863,  in  leference  to  the  proposed  changes  to  be  made  at 
Johnson's  Island  depot,  and  to  a  letter  addressed  to  General  Terry  on 
the  same  subject,  dated  February  6, 1804,  and  so  far  as  it  is  now  practi- 
cable I  request  you  will  at  once  put  all  the  desired  leforms  in  force. 
Tlie  matter  of  the  sinks  is  one  of  some  embarrassment,  and  as  it  has 
been  managed,  one  of  serious  inconvenience,  if  not  a  nuisance  to  the 
])rison.  The  police  of  the  prison  has  never  been  good,  in  part  owing  to 
the  fact  that  as  the  prisoners  have  been  mostly  ofificers  it  was  difficult 
to  get  them  to  do  what  was  necessary  to  preserve  a  good  state  of 
jjolice,  but  in  part  also  from  want  of  good  management.  When  you 
have  removed  the  fence,  as  was  proposed,  you  will  have  room  for  new 
sinks,  and  jiossibly  you  may  find  the  ground  or  rock  better  adapted  for 
excavating  there  than  where  they  have  been  heretofore  dug.  The 
sinks  had  better  be  prepared  before  the  fence  is  removed,  that  there 
may  be  no  inconvenience  from  the  presence  of  the  prisoners.  Place 
the  superintendence  of  the  prison  in  the  charge  of  an  active,  reliable 
field  officer,  and  require  from  him  a  report  every  Sunday  morning  of 
the  condition  of  the  prison  and  prisoners  in  every  particular  for  the 
previous  week  and  forward  this  report  to  me  with  your  remarks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


COEEESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND    CONFEDEEATE.        179 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  29, 1864. 
Surg.  James  H.  Thompson,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

In  charge  of  Prisoners'  Hospital,  Point  Lookout,  Md,: 
Sir:  You  are  perhaps  better  informed  tban  any  officer  now  present 
of  the  circumstances  attending  the  shooting  of  prisoners  of  war  by 
sentinels,  or  others  in  authority  over  them,  at  the  prison  camp  at  Poiut 
Lookout,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Draper  and  after  the  20th 
March,  1864,  the  day  on  which  Captaiu  Peyton  was  shot,  and  I  there- 
fore request  you  will  give  me  all  the  particulars  of  such  occurrences 
that  have  come  to  your  knowledge.  Please  give  the  names,  with  the 
rank,  regiment,  and  company  of  each  of  the  parties,  including  those 
from  whom  you  derived  your  information.  I  desire  your  immediate 
attention  to  this  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Dept., 

No.  32.  5  Shreveport,  La.,  May  39,  1804. 

I.  The  following  rules  in  regard  to  paroles  are  published  for  the 
information  of  the  army : 

1.  Paroling  must  always  take  place  by  the  exchange  of  signed  dupli- 
cates of  a  written  document,  in  which  the  names  and  rank  of  the  parties 
])aroled  are  correctly  stated.  Any  one  who  intentionally  misstates  his 
rank  forfeits  the  benefit  of  his  parole,  and  is  liable  to  punishment. 

2.  None  but  commissioned  officers  can  give  the  parole  for  themselves 
or  their  commands,  and  no  inferior  oflBcer  can  give  a  parole  without  the 
authority  of  his  superior,  if  within  reach. 

3.  No  paroling  on  the  battle-fleld,  no  paroling  of  entire  bodies  of 
troops  after  a  battle,  and  no  dismissal  of  a  large  number  of  prisoners 
with  a  general  declaration  that  they  are  paroled  is  permitted  or  of  any 
value. 

4.  An  oflBcer  who  gives  a  parole  for  himself  or  his  command  on  the 
battle-fleld  is  deemed  a  deserter,  and  will  be  punished  accordingly. 

5.  For  the  oflBcer,  the  pledging  of  h\s  parole  is  an  individual  act; 
and  no  wholesale  paroling  by  an  oflBcer  for  a  number  of  oflBcers  of 
inferior  rank  is  permitted  or  valid. 

6.  No  non  commissioned  oflBcer  or  private  can  give  his  parole  except 
through  an  officer.  Individual  paroles,  not  given  through  an  officer, 
are  not  only  void,  but  subject  the  individual  giving  them  to  the  punish- 
ment of  death  as  deserters.  The  only  admissible  exception  is  where 
individuals  properly  separated  from  their  commands  have  suffered  long 
confinement  without  the  possibility  of  being  paroled  through  an  officer. 

7.  No  prisoner  of  war  can  be  forced  by  the  hostile  Government  to 
pledge  his  parole,  and  any  threat  or  ill-treatment  to  force  him  to  do  so 
is  contrary  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  war. 

8.  No  prisoner  of  war  can  enter  into  an  agreement  inconsistent  with 
his  character  and  duties  as  a  citizen  and  subject  of  his  State.  He  can 
only  bind  himself  not  to  bear  arms  against  his  captor  for  a  limited 
period,  or  until  exchanged,  and  this  only  with  the  stipulated  or  implied 
consent  of  his  own  Government.  If  the  engagement  which  he  makes 
is  not  api)roved  by  his  Government  he  is  bound  to  return  and  sur- 
render himself  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  His  own  government  cannot  at 
the  same  time  disown  his  engagement  and  refuse  his  return  as  a 
prisoner. 
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9.  While  the  pledging  of  the  military  parole  is  a  voluntary  act  of 
the  individual,  the  capturing  power  is  not  obliged  to  grant  it,  nor  is 
the  Government  of  the  individual  bound  to  approve  or  ratify  it. 

10.  Paroles  not  authorized  by  the  usages  of  war  are  not  valid  until 
approved  by  the  Government  of  the  individual  pledging  it. 

11.  The  pledging  of  an  unauthorized  parole  is  a  military  offense  and 
punishable  accordingly. 

II.  These  rules,  being  founded  upon  the  usages  of  war,  will  be 
enforced  in  this  department. 
By  command  of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Assistant  Quaeteemasteb's  Office, 

Bock  Island,  May  30, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson,  Commanding  Rock  Island  Barracks : 

Colonel:  The  work  of  constructing  a  sewer  and  water-works  at 
£ock  Island  prison  barracks  is  being  done  by  me  under  the  authority 
of  the  Quartermaster-General,  with  instructions  to  employ  prison  labor 
when  possible  and  expedient.  It  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  a  portion  of  the  work  be  done  by  prisoners,  who  are  blasters, 
masons,  tenders,  &c.,  by  trade,  and  that  such  and  other  laborers  be 
detailed  for  permanent  duty,  working  every  day  ten  hours,  the  same  as 
if  citizens.  I  am  informed  by  my  superintendent  that  there  have 
already  been  detailed,  at  his  request,  some  twenty-five  drillers  and 
blasters  and  twenty  masons,  and  that  these  men  are  doing  as  faithful 
and  efficient  service  as  if  citizens  were  employed  at  $1.50  or  $1.75  per 
day.  I  understand  that  these  men  expect  some  compensation.  I  am 
not  authorized  to  pay  wages  to  prisoners.  On  the  contrary  the  Quar- 
termaster-General has  directed  me  to  make  application  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  post  for  such  prisoners'  labor  as  may  be  required.  In 
order  to  secure  an  early  completion  of  the  work  there  will  be  required 
for  permanent  duty  (in  addition  to  as  many  more  prisoners  detailed  daily 
for  ordinary  labor)  from  twenty-five  to  forty  drillers  and  blasters,  from 
twenty  to  forty  masons  and  tenders,  and  about  fifty  laborers.  I  under- 
stand from  my  superintendent  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  getting 
enough  competent  mechanics  to  do  the  whole  of  this  work,  who  are 
anxious  to  work  every  day  for  a  small  compensation  with  which  to  pro- 
cure additional  food,  tobacco,  &c.,  to  enable  tliein  to  endure  constant 
and  severe  labor.  I  request  that  permanent  details  be  made  from  time 
to  time,  as  shall  be  required  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  foregoing  statements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  REYNOLDS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

[First  indorsemexit.] 

Headquarters  Rock  Island  Babeacks, 

Rock  Island,  III.,  June  1, 1864, 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners,  with  the  request  that  I  be  allowed  to  pay  these  men  40  cents 
per  day  from  the  prison  fund  for  their  services. 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Gomdg.  Post. 
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[Secoud  iDdorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-Geneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  7, 1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  mechanics  be  allowed  10  cents  per  day  and  laborers  5 
cents,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  prison  fund  and  placed  to  tlieir  credit  in 
the  hands  of  the  commanding  officer. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

[Third  indorsemeot.] 

June  10,  1864. 
The  Secretary  of  War  approves  the  above  recommendation,  and  also 
that  prisoners  so  laboring  have  full  rations. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Office  Provost -Marshal  op  Prisoners, 

EocK  Island  Barracks, 

Boelc  Island,  III.,  May  30, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve. Corps,  Commanding  Post: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  police  of 
prison  and  hospital  grounds  as  good,  no  change  having  occurred  dur- 
ing the  past  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  P.  CAEAHEE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners. 

[Indorsement,] 

Headquarters  Eock  Island  Barracks, 

Rock  Island,  III,  May  31, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners,  with  the  remark  that  1  have  just  returned  from  a  care- 
ful inspection  of  the  prison.  I  find  the  police  and  everything  in 
excellent  condition.  The  grounds  outside  the  prison  iuclosure  are  being 
improved  as  fast  as  practicable.  Eeceived  Friday  morning  179prisoners 
from  Little  Rock,  per  steamer,  via  Saint  Louis;  Saturday,  331  from 
Louisville  per  rail:  all  very  dirty  and  badly  clothed.  Health  of  the 
Louisville  squad,  good ;  of  the  Little  Eock  squad,  bad.  A  few  cases  of 
measles  among  the  sick.  The  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Regiment  is  ordered 
away;  a  lOO-days'  Illinois  regiment  is  to  take  their  place.  This  change 
will  occur  in  a  day  or  two.  When  it  takes  place  this  depot  will  be  bet- 
ter garrisoned  than  at  present. 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Post. 


C.  S.  Prison,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  May  30, 1864. 
Maj.  William  B.  B.  Cross,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Dear  Sir:  Agreeable  to  request  made  by  you  whilst  last  in  Rich- 
mond, I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  present  condition  of  progress 
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made  by  me  in  organizing  and  establishing  the  shoe  factory.  A  few 
days  prior  to  my  departure  from  this  I  had  sent  Mr.  Smoot,  a  person 
furnished  me  by  Major  Cunningham,  at  Atlanta,  as  superintendent  of 
the  factory,  on  business  connected  with  it.  He  informed  me  by  letter 
that  during  his  absence  he  had  been  conscribed,  and  that  he  is  now  with 
Major  Cunningham,  who  had  8uccee<led  in  procuring  his  release.  A  few 
days  since,  and  shortly  after  my  return  here,  a  Mr.  McMuUeu  reported 
to  me  by  letter  from  Major  Dillard,  at  Columbus.  I  have  sent  him  off 
in  search  of  such  tools  as  are  needed.  What  success  he  may  meet  with 
I  am  unable  to  say.  The  principal  difficulty  I  now  see  and  now  have  to 
contend  [with]  is  the  scarcity  of  upper  leather.  1  have  up  to  this  time 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  quantity  sufficient  to  last  only  for  three  days 
for  fifty  operatives.  It  would  not  answer  to  commence  on  so  small  a 
quantity.  Next  in  importance  are  shoe  pegs.  I  find  diflQcuity  in  pro- 
curing enough  required.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  within  ten  miles 
of  this,  at  a  place  called  Americus,  there  are  two  tanneries,  I  think, 
under  the  control  of  the  Government.  Their  capacity,  I  have  been 
informed,  are  sufficient  to  contribute  quite  largely  to  the  requirements 
of  this  factory.  The  very  short  distance  from  this,  the  saving  of  trans- 
portation, and  their  position  so  contiguous,  would  warrant  my  getting 
from  tbem  the  materials  so  far  as  they  could  supply  my  wants.'  It  will 
not  answer  to  commence  operations  until  every  branch  of  the  depart- 
ment was  properly  furnished  both  with  tools  and  stock,  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  the  latter  being  particularly  required ;  without,  the  work- 
men would  be  idle  in  a  very  few  days.  So  soon  as  Mr.  McMuUen 
returns,  I  will  be  better  able  to  give  you  a  more  satisfactory  and  fuller 
report,  mentioning  what  he  has  succeeded  in  obtaining,  and  giving  you 
a  memorandum  of  such  things  I  may  require. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Offioe  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  May  SI,  18G4. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  C: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  additional  accommodations  for 
the  sick  are  required  in  the  prison  camp  at  Point  Lookout.  Applica- 
tion has  been  made  to  Quartermaster's  Department  in  this  city  and  to 
the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
for  tents,  but  there  are  none  that  can  be  obtained.  I  would  therefore 
respectfully  recommend  that  authority  be  given  for  the  erection  of  shed 
wards,  to  supply  the  immediate  wants  and  others  to  be  erected  as  soon 
as  convenient  to  supply  the  place  of  the  tents  now  in  use,  one-half  of 
which  are  so  much  worn  as  to  be  incapable  of  further  repairs  and  will 
not  last  past  this  summer. 

Some  other  buildings  are  also  required,  one  for  attendants,  a  dispen- 
sary and  store-room,  and  one  for  an  eating-room  and  kitchen,  to  replace 
the  old  tents  now  in  use. 

A  ward  125  feet  by  25  to  accommodate  fifty  to  seventy-five  patients 
will  cost  about  $1,000.  The  other  buildings  will  cost  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. The  work  will  be  performed  almost  entirely  by  prisoners  and 
the  cost  can  be  defrayed  out  of  the  prison  fund. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

War  Ubpaetment,  June  1, 1864. 
Eespectfully  returned  to  Col.  W.  Hoffman,  CommiBsary-Geueral  of 
Prisoners. 

Such  accommodations  as  are  immediately  indispensably  necessary 
for  the  prisoners  in  hospital  at  Point  Lookout  will  be  erected,  the  mate- 
rial to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  piison  fund. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector-Oeneral. 


Office  Commissary-General  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  G.,  May  31,  186-i. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.  : 
Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  the  circular  from  this  ofBce  of  May  7,  in  rela- 
tion to  prisoners  of  war,  cannot  be  departed  from,  as  it  is  the  order  of 
the  War  Department.  I  would  suggest  that  you  purchase  a  cooking- 
stove  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  and  place  it  under  a  shed  constructed 
for  the  purpose,  so  that  their  rations  may  be  cooked  by  themselves.  I 
inclose  herewith  a  circular  establishing  a  new  scale  for  the  rations  to 
be  issued  to  prisoners.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


CIRCULAR.  ]      Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  1, 1864. 
I.  By  authority  of  the  Seci'ctary  of  War  the  ration  to  be  issued  to 
prisoners  of  war,  as  announced  in  the  circular  from  this  office  dated 
April  20,  18G4,  is  hereby  modified  as  follows,  to  go  into  immediate 
effect,  viz : 

Ration. 

Pork  or  bacon  (in  lieu  of  fresh  beef) ounces..  10 

FresU  beef do 14 

Flour  or  soft  bread... do....  16 

Hard  bread  (in  lien  of  Hour  or  soft  bread) do 14 

Com-uieal  (in  lieu  of  flour  or  bread) do 16 

Beans  or  peas pounds..  al2i 

Or  rice  or  hominy do o8 

Soap do a  4 

Vinegar quarts.,  a  3 

Salt pounds..  a3J 

Potatoes do....  a  15 

Sugar  and  coffee,  or  tea,  will  be  issued  only  to  the  sick  or  wounded, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  surgeon  in  charge,  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
pounds  of  sugar,  five  pounds  of  ground  or  seven  pounds  of  green 
coffee,  or  one  pound  of  tea,  to  the  TOO  rations.  This  part  of  the  ration 
will  be  allowed  only  for  every  other  day. 

a  To  100  rations.  *  See  next,  poat. 
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II.  The  difference  between  the  ration  as  above  established  and  the 
ration  allowed  by  law  to  soldiers  of  the  TJ.  S.  Army  constitutes  the 
"savings"  from  which  is  formed  the  "prison  fund." 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  U.  S.  Infty.  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  June  1, 1864 — 8.50  p.  m. 
Col.  Charles  W.  Hill: 

Be  prepared  to  quarter  1,000  prisoners  that  will  probably  be  sent  to 
Johnson's  Island.  You  will  procure  worn  tents  for  the  purpose,  which 
will  be  pitched  in  the  inclosure  in  front  of  the  present  barracks.  In 
case  tents  cannot  be  procured  temporary  sheds  can  be  put  up.  It  will 
probably  be  necessary  to  put  up  a  shed  for  messing.  Please  report 
what  arrangements  you  can  make. 

WM.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarteks  Post  of  Chicago, 

Chicago,  III.,  June  1,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that  the  grounds 
at  Camp  Douglas  have  been  thoroughly  policed  and  drained,  nearly 
all  the  barracks  in  the  prisoners'  square,  which  were  in  long  lines 
around  the  square,  on  the  ground  with  iloors  ripped  up,  cut  in  lengths 
of  ninety  feet  to  each  barrack,  moved,  ranged  on  streets  fifty  feet  wide, 
four  and  five  barracks  on  each  street,  with  an  alley  twenty-five  feet 
between  the  ends,  streets  graded,  and  barracks  whitewashed  inside  and 
out,  floors  laid,  and  barracks  raised  and  firmly  placed  on  blocks  four 
feet  from  the  ground  to  prevent  burrowing.  All  the  barracks  in  the 
prisoners'  square  will  have  been  moved  and  arranged  according  to  this 
plan  by  the  8th  of  the  present  month.  It  leaves  the  grounds  hand- 
somely arranged,  clean,  and  commodious,  and  clears  somewhat  more 
than  half  of  the  ground  formerly  occupied  by  the  same  barracks  from 
incumbrance.  There  are  now  thirty-two  barracks  ninety  feet  long; 
one  seventy  feet  long,  lacking  the  kitchen — twenty  feet.  The  capacity 
of  each  barrack  is  165  men.  The  grounds  of  the  prisoners'  square  will 
hold  the  present  thirty-two  barracks  (twenty  feet  to  be  added  to  the 
seventy  feet)  and  thirty-nine  more  of  the  same  size  and  arranged  on 
the  same  plan,  which  would  give  a  capacity  to  hold  11,880  prisoners,  or 
would  accommodate,  by  placing  a  few  more  men  in  each  barrack,  in 
round  numbers,  12,000  men,  with  an  increase  of  not  more  than  thirty  to 
fifty  men  to  the  whole  garrison  of  guard  duty  rendered  necessary. 
Believing  that  you  might  desire  to  erect  additional  barracks  here  to 
save  troops  and  expense  elsewhere  to  the  Government  I  have  caused 
Major  Skinner,  commissary  of  prisoners,  Mr.  Hoddin,  quartermaster's 
agent,  and  Mr.  Cook,  master  mechanic  at  Camp  Douglas,  to  estimate 
the  cost  of  thirty-nine  additional  barracks  on  the  same  plan,  which 
would  fill  the  grounds.  They  estimate  as  follows:  Thirty -nine  bar- 
racks ninety  feet  in  length,  twenty  feet  of  each  for  kitchen,  each  with 
capacity  for  105  men,  $500  each;  total,  $19,500;  one  kitchen  for  the 
seventy  feet  barrack,  $100;   total,  $1!»,G00.     For  the  reasons  above 
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indicated  I  respectfully  recommeud  that  thirty -nine  more  barracks  be 
constructed  on  the  plan  according  to  which  those  now  in  the  square  are 
arranged.  The  changes  which  have  been  made  make  great  improve- 
ment in  the  appearance  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp,  as  well  as 
assist  in  enforcing  better  discipline.  It  is  believed  that  a  sufficient 
warrant  for  any  changes  not  authorized  directly  by  you  may  be  found 
in  a  letter  of  instructions  from  Col.  James  A.  Ilardie,  Inspector-General, 
by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of  April  29, 1804. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

B.  J.  SWEET, 
Colonel  Dighth  Regt.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Post. 


Charleston,  June  1, 1864. 
General  Bragg: 

The  enemy  continue  their  bombardment  of  the  city  with  increased 
vigor,  damaging  private  property  and  endangering  the  lives  of  women 
and  children.  I  can  take  care  of  a  party,  say  fifty  Yankee  prisoners. 
Can  you  not  send  me  that  number,  including  a  general?  Seymour 
would  do,  and  other  officers  of  high  rank,  to  be  confined  in  parts  of 
the  city  still  occupied  by  citizens,  but  under  the  enemy's  fire. 

S.  JONES. 

[Indorsement.  ] 

Kespectfully  submitted  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  W.  KIELY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


John  H.  Eeagan,  Postmaster-General,  relative  to  the  exchange  of 
certain  Federals  for  whom  certain  parties  are  held  as  hostages.* 

[Indoraemeut.] 

June  1, 1864. 
Betnrned  to  Hon.  J.  H.  Reagan,  Postmaster-General. 
I  believe  the  parties  named  are  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  I  do  not  see  how 
the  proposed  exchange  can  be  consummated  without  making  a  most 
dangerous  and  fatal  precedent.  If  we  release  disloyal  men  because 
the  Yankees  arrest  and  detain  hostages  for  them  the  enemy  practically 
administer  criminal  justice  within  the  Confederacy.  Besides,  such  a 
system  would  invite  unwilling  conscripts  to  be  disloyal  in  speech  and 
act,  so  much  so  as  to  compel  us  to  arrest  them,  the  parties  tlaetnselves 
knowing  they  would  be  relieved  by  the  arrest  of  hostages.  The  War 
Department,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  refuses  to  make  these  special 
exchanges. 

[RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Ifew  Orleans,  June  2,  1864.. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir:  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  lists  of  prisoners  cap- 
tured at  the  places  and  upon  the  dates  designated,    These  prisoners 

'Reagau's  communication  not  found. 
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of  war  were  all  sent  North  in  June,  1863,  and  are,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  now  held  in  confinement,  excepting  some  that  it  is  under- 
stood have  escaped. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  inclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  K. 
Taylor,  0.  S.  Army,  disclaiming  that  certain  officers  commanding  col- 
ored troops  had  been  held  in  close  conlinement  or  in  irons,  as  reported 
at  these  headquarters;  also  one  stating  that  colored  troops  had  not 
been  beaten  or  hung  after  having  been  captured  by  his  forces,  and 
another  denying  that  two  officers  of  TJ.  S.  colored  troops  had  been 
murdered  at  Monroe,  as  alleged  in  accompanying  affidavits.* 

I  beg  leave  resi)ectfully  to  request  that  tlie  prisoners  mentioned 
upon  the  accomi)anying  lists  may  be  sent  to  Colonel  Killborn,  assistant 
commissary-general  of  prisoners.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  at  New 
Orleans,  in  order  that  they  may  be  exchanged  under  a  cartel  now 
being  arranged  by  Col.  C.  C.  Dwight,  assistant  inspector-general,  com- 
missioner for  exchanges,  acting  on  my  part,  and  Maj.  W.  M.  Levy, 
assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  commissioner  for  exchange, 
acting  on  the  part  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wanhington,  D.  C,  July  3,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  two  rolls  of  prisoners  have  been  returned  to  Major-General 
Banks.  The  officers  referred  to,  except  one,  who  died  at  Johnson's 
Island,  made  their  escape  from  the  steamboat  Maple  Leaf  while  en  ronte 
ti-om  Fort  Monroe  to  Fort  Delaware  on  the  10th  of  June,  18(53,  and 
the  enlisted  men  were  delivered  to  the  rebel  agent  at  City  Point  on  the 
6th  of  July,  1863, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

July  6, 1864. 
These  papers  seem  to  be  but  a  portion  of  a  correspondence. 
From  what  I  can  gather  from  it  I  am  of  opinion  that  under  the 
actual  information  in  our  hands  touching  the  treatment  of  colored 
troops  and  their  officers  by  the  rebels  the  letter  of  General  Taylor 
proves  nothing  but  his  personal  ignorance  of  notorious  transactions. 

The  best  evidence  that  the  class  of  prisoners  re.feired  to  either  have 
received  or  are  to  receive  the  treatment  due  to  prisoners  of  war  would 
be  to  bring  them  forward  and  offer  to  exchange  them.  Until  the 
enemy  does  this  it  is  a  sort  of  connivance  on  our  part  in  their  pro- 
ceedings to  attach  the  slightest  importance  to  such  letters  as  that  of 
General  Taylor. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

*  For  inclosnTes  here  omitted  see  Logan  to  Andrews,  August  8,  1863,  Vol.  VI, 
this  series,  p.  189 ;  Taylor  to  Banks,  September  7, 1863,  ibid.,  p.  264 ;  Tavlor  to  Franklin, 
December  23,  1863,  ibid.,  p.  748. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION  AND   CONFEDERATE.        187 

Headquarters  Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  June  2, 1864. 
Ool.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  the 
frame  buildings  inside  the  fort  removed,  as  they  were  at  one  time  on 
tire  and  liable  to  catch  on  fire  at  any  time  again,  and  from  their  close 
proximity  to  the  magazines  thereby  greatly  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
fort.  Thi'se  barracks  are  also  untenable  on  account  of  the  great  quan- 
tity of  vermin  within  them,  which  I  have  unsuccessfully  endeavored  to 
destroy.  They  could  be  advantageously  transferred  and  made  to  form 
a  part  of  the  rebel  othcers'  barracks  and  thus  give  us  increased  facili- 
ties for  the  reception  of  this  class  of  prisoners,  which  is  at  present 
greatly  needed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SOHOEPF, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Delaware,  June  2, 1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  find  this  post  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  but  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  Fifth  Maryland  be  immediately  relieved  by  a  new 
regiment  from  a  Northern  State.  It  has  too  many  sympathizers  in  it 
to  be  intrusted  with  the  charge  of  prisoners  of  war.  A  heavy  artillery 
company  is  required  for  the  battery  about  to  be  occupied  on  the 
Delaware  side  of  the  river.  The  force  now  present  furnishes  only  615 
privates  for  guard  duty,  which  requires  200  daily.  There  are  8,124 
prisoners  here,  and  2,500  more  can  be  received. 
KespectfuUy, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Chicago, 

Chicago,  111.,  June  2, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  I).  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  to  yon  that  on  the 
evening  of  June  1, 1864,  an  attempt  was  made  to  escape  by  some  of 
the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas  by  breaking  the  lamps  with 
stones  and  boldly  attempting  to  break  through  the  fence  at  about  9 
o'clock  in  tbe  evening.  The  guard  attempted  to  tire,  but  out  of  four 
guns  tried  only  one  discharged.  A  patrol  guard  armed  with  revolvers 
came  up  and  quelled  the  disturbance.  No  prisoners  escaped.  But 
this  attempt  was  encouraged  by  a  knowledge  gained  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoners  of  war  that  the  guns  with  which  the  Eighth  and  Fifteenth 
Regiments  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  on  duty  at  the  camp  are  armed 
ai  e  worthless.  These  guns  have  all  been  condemned,  and  the  inspec- 
tion and  report  condemning  them  forwarded  properly,  with  requests 
on  the  part  of  the  commanding  officer  to  the  Ordnance  Office  for  new 
arms  and  blank  requisitions  on  which  to  draw  them.  This  was  done  in 
February  last,  since  when  nothing  has  been  heard  ti-om  them.  Incjlosed 
1  send  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  me  to  Capt.  C.  H.  Potter,  assistant 
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adjutant-general  at  headqaarters  of  Northern  Department,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  on  the  same  subject,  under  date  of  May  12,  1864.*  An  assistant 
inspector-general  has  just  been  appointed  at  this  post.  He  will  make 
an  inspection  and  condemnation  of  the  arms,  on  which  we  shall  try 
again  for  arms.  Meanwhile  1  have  ordered  the  guards  to  carry  revolv- 
ers (as  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  guns)  with  their  guns,  and 
respectfully  make  this  statement  to  you  for  the  double  purpose  of  ask- 
ing your  influence  and  co-operation  in  obtaining  arms  which  can  be  of 
some  use  in  an  emergency  and  placing  the  responsibility  where  it 
should  rest  in  the  event  of  any  escape  tor  the  want  of  them.  The 
utmost  care  and  vigilance  will  be  used  to  prevent  escapes,  but  the 
condition  of  the  guns  now  used  certainly  encourages  attempts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  SWEET, 
Colonel  Eighth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 


Willabd's  Hotel,  Washington,  D.  C,  June  J3, 1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel  :  The  undersigned,  residents  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
have  been  appointed — 

To  act  as  a  commission  for  the  ascertaining  by  inquiry  and  investigation  the  true 
physical  condition  of  prisoners  recently  discharged  by  exchange  from  confinement 
at  Richmond  and  elsewhere  within  the  rebel  lines;  whether  they  did,  in  fact,  during 
such  confinemeut  suffer  materially  from  want  of  food,  or  from  its  defective  quality, 
ur  from  other  privations  or  sources  of  disease;  and  whether  their  privations  and 
sufferings  were  designedly  inflicted  on  them  by  military  or  other  authorities  of  the 
rebel  Governmeut  or  were  due  to  causes  which  such  authorities  could  not  control. 
And  that  the  gentlemen  above  named  be  requested  to  visit  such  camps  of  paroled  or 
discharged  prisoners  as  may  be  accessible  to  them,  and  to  take  in  writing  the  depo- 
sitions of  BO  many  of  such  prisoners  as  may  enable  them  to  arrive  at  an  accurate 
result,  and  to  adopt  such  other  means  of  investigation  as  they  may  think  proper. 

We  are  also  directed  "  to  examine  not  only  Union  prisoners,  but  also 
some  rebel  prisoners  recently  captured  with  reference  to  the  questions 
whether  they  have  while  iu  the  Confederate  service  suffered  like  priva- 
tions with  those  experienced  by  their  captives." 

In  the  performance  of  the  duty  above  assigned  to  us  we  respectfully 
request  that  permission  be  granted  us,  under  such  military  restrictions 
as  you  may  judge  fit,  to  see  and  take  depositions  from  some  of  the  rebel 
prisoners  now  held  by  the  United  States  Government  and  subject  to 
your  control.  Allow  us  to  suggest  that  your  earliest  action  upon  this 
application  Avould  be  esteemed  a  favor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

GOUVE.  MOES.  WILKINS,  of  New  York, 

Chairman. 
TREAD  WELL  WALDEN,  of  Philadelphia. 
ELLERSLIE  WALLACE,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia. 

[First  indorsunieut.] 

Senate  Chamber,  June  a,  1864. 
Fully  believing  that  the  granting  of  the  above  application  would  be 
of  much  public  beneiit,  I  cordially  commend  it  to  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  the  War  Department. 

E.  D.  MORGAN. 


*  Omitted. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

I  cordially  concur  in  the  impiession  of  Senator  Morgan,  and  hope 
that  every  facility  will  be'granted  the  applicants. 

WM.  D.  KELLEY. 

[Third  iadorBoment-l 

Office  Oommissakt-Gbnekal  of  Prisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  5, 1864. 
Eespectfully  sabmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  instructions. 

W,  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 
Per  W.  T.  HAETZ, 
Captain  and  Assista/nt  Adjutant- General. 

[Fourth  indoraement.] 

War  Department,  June  4, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  applicants  be  advised  that  a 
committee  of  Congress  has  already  fully  examined  the  question  pro- 
posed for  investigation  by  them  and  under  circumstances  more  favor 
able  for  eliciting  the  full  facts  of  the  case. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector-General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  June  2, 1864. 
Ma,).  Ig.  Szymanski,  Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  several  communications  through  Captain 
Clark  and  Major  Springer.  I  would  have  replied  to  those  brought  by 
the  first-named  oflScer  if  I  could  have  given  you  definite  information. 

As  soon  as  the  information  of  the  victories  upon  the  Red  River 
reached  us,  upon  consultation  with  the  Secretary  of  War  and  with  his 
approval  I  telegraphed  to  General  Polk  to  send  forthwith  a  special 
messenger  to  General  E.  K,  Smith,  notifying  him  not  to  deliver  the 
captured  Yankees,  even  though  they  might  be  embraced  by  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  cartel  made  between  Generals  Taylor  and  Banks.  Gen 
eral  Polk  telegraphed  me  that  he  had  received  my  message  and  that  the 
messenger  had  been  dispatched.  I  suppose  the  messenger  has  reached 
his  destination  before  this  date. 

The  authorities  here  would  much  prefer  that  all  the  prisoners  west 
of  the  Mississippi  should  be  held  until  the  enemy  agrees  to  resume 
the  cartel.  If,  however,  that  is  impossible,  or  would  seriously  interfere 
with  military  movements,  a  mutual  delivery  by  both  parties  of  the  same 
jiumber  of  the  same  rank  might  be  allowable.  Beyond  this,  however, 
the  War  Department  is  entirely  unwilling  to  go.  The  Department, 
indeed,  would  much  prefer  the  detention  of  all  until  the  enemy  agreed 
to  a  general  delivery  of  all  prisoners,  the  excess  to  be  on  parole.  It  is 
a  certain  thing  that  if  these  prisoners  are  delivered  they  will  be  imme- 
diately declared  exchanged  and  ordered  to  duty.  The  only  way  to  pre- 
vent such  a  wrong  is  either  to  hold  on  to  all  or  surrender  such  a  number 
as  the  Yankees  can  deliver  to  us  at  the  same  time  and  place. 


190  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

The  navy  officers  are  to  be  held  in  the  same  way  as  army  officers. 
The  Yankees  have  in  their  prisons  Confederate  officers  who  were  cap- 
tured before  January,  1863,  and  we  can  therefore  hear  the  growls  of 
their  navy  officers  without  any  self-reproach.  I  liave  offered  the  United 
States  Government  to  exchange  all  navy  officers  on  both  sides,  with  a 
further  stipulation  that  the  deficiency  on  either  side  should  be  made  up 
from  the  army.  To  this  that  Government  has  not  yet  assented.  1 
doubt  if  it  will.  The  cartel  (which  is  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet  cor- 
respondence) stipulates  what  shall  be  the  assimilated  rank  of  army  and 
navy  officers.    Please  refer  to  it  for  your  guide. 

We  cannot  demand  that  the  Yankees  shall  deliver  their  trans- Missis- 
sippi captures  on  your  side  of  the  river.  It  is  entirely  in  their  discretion 
whether  they  do  so  or  not.  I  however  will  urge  upon  them  the  pro- 
priety of  so  doing  and  hope  to  be  successful.  As  far  as  our  captures 
are  concerned  they  will  be  delivered  to  the  Federals  at  some  point 
mutually  to  be  agreed  upon  west  of  the  river.  What  place  will  be  most 
convenient  for  us  f  In  making  the  designation  some  regard  must  be  had 
to  the  place  of  confinement.  Where  that  is  permanent  I  suppose  it 
would  be  the  controlling  consideration.  Let  me  have  your  views  on  this 
matter.  I  will  arrange  for  any  place  General  Smith  may  prefer.  You 
had  better  name  two,  so  that  if  one  is  not  acceptable  to  the  Yankees  the 
other  may  be. 

I  have  no  hope  for  a  general  delivery  of  our  people  until  we  have 
a  majority  of  prisoners.  The  announcement  of  the  resumption  of 
exchanges  was  premature,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  The  Federals  have  no 
objection  to  special  exchanges,  or  even  partial  ones,  but  they  utterly 
refuse  to  comply  with  that  portion  of  the  cartel  which  provides  for  the 
delivery  of  the  excess  upon  parole.  If  we  ever  get  in  the  ascendant  I 
will  give  them  successive  doses  of  their  own  physic. 

You  perceive  that  for  the  sake  of  your  peculiar  position  we  abate 
some  portion  of  our  demands  against  the  Yankees,  in  allowing  you  in 
extreme  cases  to  deliver  any  number  of  prisoners  upon  receiving  their 
equivalents.  This,  even,  is  only  an  extensive  special  exchange,  and  for 
that  reason  is  obnoxious  to  many  objections.  We  do  not  pursue  that 
course  here.    We  insist  on  the  cartel. 

I  wish  you  to  send  on  to  me  from  time  to  time  the  number  of  prisoners 
west  of  the  Mississippi  and  where  they  are  confined.  I  do  not  want 
you  to  send  on  the  rolls.  Give  me  merely  the  number  of  officers,  their 
rank,  and  the  number  of  sergeants,  corporals,  and  privates.  When  you 
make  deliveries  send  the  rolls  in  duplicate. 

At  this  present  moment  I  cannot  declare  exchanged  the  men  of  the 
Vicksbnrg  capture  who  have  reported  for  duty  east  or  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Still  less  can  I  declare  exchanged  whole  commands  where 
many  have  not  reported  for  duty.  So  soon  as  I  can  get  sufficient  material 
to  my  credit  I  will  declare  the  exchange.  When  that  will  occur  you 
can  guess  as  well  as  I  can.  Sure  it  is,  however,  we  cannot,  in  justice  to 
the  brave  men  now  in  captivity,  give  prisoners  actually  in  custody  lor 
men  who  are  on  parole.  Our  brave  boys  at  Johnson's  Island  and  other 
Federal  "pens"  would  have  the  right  to  complain  if  we  were  to  do  so. 
There  is  nothing  unfair  in  asking  the  West  "to  repay  what  it  can  the 
debt  which  it  owes  to  the  East.  1  have  given  many  an  Eastern  capture 
to  release  Western  men.  If  all  the  Federal  prisoners  now  west  of  the 
Mississippi  were  used  for  the  sole  purpose  of  relieving  Eastern  soldiers 
from  captivity,  it  would  not  more  than  repay  the  debt.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, propose  to  do  that.  I  simply  wish  all  prisoners,  wherever  captured, 
to  be  used  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  who  are  in  prison,  without  any 
discrimination  or  partiality. 
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I  send  you  the  last  declaration  of  exchange  and  some  copies  of  cor- 
respondence. 

.  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO,  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

P.  S. — It  may  be  well  enough  for  meto  mention  to  you  that  the  Yankees 
contend  that  every  prisoner  must  be  reduced  into  possession  and  deliv- 
ered at  one  or  the  other  place  named  in  tlie  cartel.  The  only  exception 
they  make  to  this  is  where  there  is  an  agreement  to  the  contrary  between 
the  commanders  of  two  opposing  armies.  After  long  protest  against 
this  position,  but  in  vain,  we  have  been  compelled  in  self  defense  to 
adopt  the  same  rule.  Therefore  (with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the 
Vicksburg  garrison)  all  officers  and  men  who  have  been  released  on 
parole  without  having  been  reduced  into  possession  and  delivered  at 
City  Point  or  Vicksburg  are  absolved  from  their  paroles  and  are 
entirely  free  to  enter  into  service.  The  Yankees  have  advised  me 
that  they  do  not  consider  such  paroles  binding  when  given  by  our  men. 
Our  people,  therefore,  can  have  no  uneasiness  in  entering  into  service. 
The  portion  of  the  Vicksburg  garrison  excepted  from  this  rule  will  be 
found  by  consulting  Exchange  Notices  Nos.  6,  7,  and  8.  These  notices 
inform  you  who  are  exchanged.  All  ofiScers  and  men  of  the  Vicksburg 
capture  not  embraced  within  either  of  those  notices  are  not  exchanged. 
Their  paroles  are  binding.  No  other  parole,  when  the  party  was  not 
reduced  into  possession  and  delivered  at  City  Point  or  Vicksburg,  is 
binding,  unless  an  agreement  to  the  contrary  was  made  between  the 
commanders  of  two  opposing  armies. 

RO.  OULD. 


Suegeon-Genebal's  Office, 
Washington  City,  I).  C,  June  3,  1864. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Lincoln  General  Hospital 
in  this  city  has  been  designated  at  the  request  of  the  Oommissary- 
(ieneral  of  Prisoners  for  the  reception  of  rebel  wounded. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  large  numbers  of  wounded  it  has  been  impos- 
sible in  all  cases  to  distinguish  the  prisoners  from  our  own  men, but  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  after  reaching  hospitals  a  careful  examination 
is  made  and  they  are  then  transferred  to  the  Lin(!oln  Hospital. 

In  a  few  cases  the  nature  of  wounds  and  condition  of  the  prisoners 
render  their  transfer  impracticable  at  the  time,  but  the  invariable  rule 
in  this  and  other  places  is  to  collect  them  in  one  hospital  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  done. 

The  diet  table,  medical  supplies,  and  surgical  treatn)ent  are  the  same 
in  all  U.  S.  general  hospitals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  K.  BARNES, 

Acting  Surgeon- General. 


FoBT  Lafayette,  New  Yorlc  Harbor,  June  3, 1864. 

Col.  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington: 
Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  circular  modi- 
fying the  ration  to  be  issued  to  prisoners  of  war  with  regard  to  the 
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class  of  prisoners  confined  here.  I  would  respectfully  request  informa- 
tion whether  political  prisoners  come  under  the  same  restrictions. 
There  are  very  few  prisoners  of  war  confined  here,  not  exceeding  thirty 
or  forty.  All  the  others  are  citizens  confined,  many  for  defrauding 
recruits  and  several  defaulting  contracttors  and  blockade-runners.  My 
object  in  requesting  this  information  is  more  particularly  with  regard 
to  issue  of  coffee  and  sugar,  to  know  whether  I  will  discontinue  the 
issue  of  said  articles  to  all  prisoners  in  confinement  here.  I  should  like 
an  answer  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Richmond,  Va.,  June  3, 1864. 
General  Howell  Cobb, 
Col.  William  M.  Browne, 

Macon,  Ga.: 
General  John  H.  Winder  will  be  ordered  to  Andersonville  as  the 
officer  best  answering  your  requisition  of  those  who  are  available.* 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  District  of  Western  LotnsiANA, 

Near  Alexandria,  June  3, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  BoGGS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  Maj.  William  M.  Levy,  inspector-general  on  my  staff,  has 
just  returned  from  an  interview  with  the  commissioner  representing 
Major-General  Banks,  and  has  agreed  in  my  behalf  with  that  commis- 
sioner upon  the  terms  by  which  an  exchange  and  delivery  of  prisoners 
will  be  had  at  once.  By  the  arrangement  Major-General  Banks  is  to 
deliver  to  me  at  Red  River  Landing  all  the  officers  and  enlisted  men 
captured  in  the  District  of  Western  Louisiana  and  in  the  District  of 
Texas,  &c.,  now  in  his  possession,  and  I  am  to  deliver  to  him  at  the 
same  time  and  place,  officers  and  enlisted  men  captured  from  the  com- 
mand of  Major  General  Banks  in  the  District  of  Western  Louisiana 
and  Texas  sufficient  to  cancel  the  number  delivered  to  me.  The  deliv- 
ery to  be  made  by  me  will  include  the  offi(^ers  and  men  who  have  been 
longest  in  captivity.  The  number  of  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  Major- 
General  Banks  is  as  follows :  Officers — colonels,  1 ;  lieutenant-colonels,  3 ; 
majors,  4;  captains, 25;  lieutenants,  49 ;  1  naval  officer,  rank  not  known. 
Total  officers,  83 ;  enlisted  men,  962.  In  making  the  exchanges,  the  rate 
of  equivalents  as  established  in  the  cartel  between  Major-Generals  Dix, 
U.  S.  Army,  and  Hill,  C.  S.  Army,  of  July  22,  1862,  will  be  observed. 

I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  request  that  the  officers  and  men  to  a 
number  sufficient  to  equalize  the  list  above  given,  having  regard  to  the 
length  of  time  tbey  have  been  prisoners,  will  be  immediately  sent  down 
to  this  point,  whence  they  will  be  carried  by  Major  Levy  to  Red  River 
Landing  on  boats  and  delivered  to  General  Banks'  commissioner. 

As  prisoners  in  New  Orleans  are  closely  confined  in  one  of  the  cotton 
presses  and  the  sickly  season  will  soon  commence  in  that  city,  I  regard 
it  of  great  importance  to  perfect  the  exchange  with  the  least  possible 

'See  Special  Orders,  No.  129,  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  II,  p.  634. 
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delay,  aud  therefore  ask  that  the  utmost  dispatch  may  be  used  in  send- 
ing the  Federal  prisoners  forward.  Major-General  Banks  has  delivered 
to  me  on  parole  Capt.  C.  Le  D.  Elgee,  assistant  adjutant  aud  inspector 
general;  Capt.  D.  P.  Boyd,  acting  chief  of  engineers,  and  Capt.  W. 
Stevens,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  of  my  staff,  to  be  declared  duly 
exchanged  on  the  delivery  to  his  commissioner  of  Maj.  J.  B.  Cowan, 
acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  E.  B.  Hall,  acting  aide-de- 
camp, and  Lieutenant  Simpson,  acting  aide-de-camp,  all  of  Major- 
General  Banks'  staff.  I  respectfully  ask  that  these  ofiicers  may  be  sent 
to  me  at  once  in  order  that  the  delivery  and  exchange  may  be  perfected. 
I  have  included  the  ofBcers  and  men  captured  in  Texas  in  my  negotia- 
tions for  exchange  in  accordance  with  your  consent  as  communicated 
to  me  last  winter  and  from  the  same  motives  which  oi)erate  in  favor  of 
those  (taptured  in  this  district. 

I  am,  general,  very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  TAYLOR, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


Headquaktees  of  the  Abmy, 

Washington,  D.  €.,  June  4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General  Schoepf,  Fort  Delaware: 

General  Wallace  has  been  directed  to  send  you  a  regiment  of  Ohio 
100-days'  men  to  replace  the  Fifth  Maryland,  which  will  be  sent  to 
Washington  to  report  to  General  Augur. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqbs.  Dist.  of  Indiana,  Northern  Department, 

Indianapolin,  Ind.,  June  4, 1864. 

Capt.  C.  H.  Potter, 

Asut.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
Captain  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Camp  Morton,  where  there  ara 
indications  of  attempted  revolt  of  the  ijrisoners.  Upon  application  of 
Colonel  Stevens,  commanding,  I  have  sent  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
with  ammunition,  to  cover  the  angles  of  the  inclosure.  Last  night 
stones  had  been  collected  in  large  numbers  and  tunnels  had  been 
pushed  forward  to  considerable  progress.  They  have  destroyed  some 
of  their  utensils  and  talk  defiantly.  A  portion  of  the  excitement  grew 
out  of  reduction  of  rations.    To-day  the  issue  of  coffee  ceases. 

The  ofBcers  and  guard  are  on  the  alert  and  will  be  doubled  to-night. 
The  force  is  inadequate  for  the  duty  devolved  upon  them,  and  lumber 
is  greatly  needed  for  necessary  repairs.  I  have  ordered  an  inspection 
of  the  prison. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  B.  CAKEINGTON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Indovsemeut.] 

Received  June  6,  18G4,  4.30  p.  m.  Answered  immediately  by  tele- 
graph. 

C.  H.  POTTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Ofpice  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  4,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Commanding  Fort  Lafayette^  New  Yorh  Harbor,  W.  Y.  : 
Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday  I  would  respectfully 
inform  you  that  the  circular  of  the  1st  instant,  regulating  the  ration  to 
be  issued  to  prisoners  of  war,  applies  to  all  prisoners  reported  to  this 
office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  June  4, 1864. 
Ool.  James  A.  Hardie,  Inspector-General,  &c.: 

Colonel  :  I  haVe  the  honor  to  report,  as  by  you  directed,  uijon  cer- 
tain cases  of  prisoners  confined  at  Forts  Lafayette  and  Warren,  inves- 
tigated and  reported  upon  by  the  commission  appointed  by  Maj.  G«n. 
John  A.  Dix,  commanding  Department  of  the  East,  and  this  report 
refers  only  to  the  blockade-runners.  The  commission,  with  Major- 
General  Dix's  approval,  recommended  the  discharge  from  custody  of 
the  blockade-runners,  on  the  ground  that  no  violator  of  blockade  is,  by 
the  laws  of  war,  personally  liable  to  punishment  for  his  act.  In  all 
such  cases  the  proceedings  are  in  rem  ;  that  forfeiture  of  ship  and  cargo 
and  loss  of  wages  are  the  only  penalty  imposed  by  the  law  of  nations 
for  breach  of  blockade ;  that  blockade-running  is  an  oitense  against  the 
municipal  law  of  the  State  or  district  in  which  it  was  committed,  and 
the  U.  S.  courts  cannot  punish  the  blockade-runner  whose  acts  have 
not  been  done  within  such  limits;  that  blockade-runners  may  be  law- 
fully detained  until  they  are  brought  ashore,  and  if  needed  as  witnesses 
before  the  prize  courts  can  be  held  to  give  evidence,  but  other  and 
further  detention  is  an  act  of  power,  not  of  right;  and  further,  that  no 
persons  except  such  as  are  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  are  subject  to  trial  by  military  courts,  spies  only  excepted ;  and 
that,  except  in  districts  under  martial  law,  a  military  commission  can- 
not try  any  person  whatsoever  not  in  the  U.  S,  military  or  naval  service 
for  any  offense  whatever.  This  judicial  ruling,  of  course,  if  approved, 
discharges  the  blockade-runners  and  excludes  from  trial  before  military 
courts  and  commissions  all  persons  charged  with  any  offense  whatever 
if  not  in  military  or  naval  service.  It  appears  that  nineteen  of  the 
blockade-runners  at  Fort  Lafayette  committed  their  offenses  in  the 
insurgent  States,  where  there  are  no  U.  8.  courts  to  try  them,  and  there- 
fore, under  this  judicial  ruling,  they  are  nowhere  liable  to  trial.  It  is 
not  the  interpretation  of  the  laws  of  war  touching  the  violations  of 
blockade  as  promulgated  by  the  military  commission  to  which  I  desire 
to  call  especial  attention,  but  it  is  to  the  application  made  by  them.  I 
respectfully  submit  that  the  prisoners  in  question  are  blockade  viola- 
tors, radically  variant  in  character  (type)  and  status  from  those  to 
whom  the  laws  of  war  have  heretofore  applied.  Indeed,  they  are  not 
blockade-runners  in  the  acceptation  of  the  term  to  which  the  laws  of 
war  apply.  They  are,  generally,  whether  citizens  or  foreign  subjects, 
employes  of  the  rebels.  A  large  portion  of  the  vessels  engaged  in 
running  the  blockade  are  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  rebel  Gov- 
ernment or  by  the  rebel  States.    Vessels  engaged  in  blockade-running 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.        195 

must  be  thus  owned,  as  required  by  the  rebel  authorities.  The  men 
engaged  in  this  blockade-running  are  not  neutrals,  engaged  in  traffic 
on  their  own  account,  and  only  liable  to  forfeiture  of  vessels  and  cargo 
if  captured,  but  they  are  either  employes  or  aiders  and  abettors  of  the 
rebels.  Not  only  this,  but  these  blockade-runners  are  generally  spies, 
ill  rebel  employment,  of  the  most  repulsive  and  dangerous  character, 
enjoying  the  largest  iacilities  for  collecting  and  communicating  infor- 
mation fatally  injurious  to  the  Government,  if  permitted  (in  virtue  of  the 
(commission's  interpretation  and  application  of  the  laws  of  war)  to  dis- 
guise their  real  character  in  the  habiliments  of  blockade-runners  as 
(lutined  by  the  laws  of  war.  These  blockade-runners  are  usually  des- 
perate, reckless  men,  and  to  discharge  them  is  simply  releasing  unprin- 
cipled, traitorous  men,  whom  the  public  safety  requires  should  be 
])rohibited  from  going  at  large.  I  therefore  respectfully  report  that  I 
do  not  concur  in  the  recommendations  of  the  commission  in  this  regard, 
llespectfully  submitted. 

L.  (J.  TUENEE, 

Judge- A  dvocate. 


[June  4, 1864. — For  Parkhurst  to  Whipple,  reporting  number  of  pris- 
oners of  war  and  deserters  disposed  of  in  the  Department  of  the  Cum- 
berland during  May,  1864,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  I,  p.  147.] 


Headquabtees  Post  op  Chicago, 

Chicago,  III.,  June  4, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Vovimissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D,  C: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  by  telegraph  that  no  old  tents 
could  be  obtained  liere  for  prisoners  of  war.  There  is  a  large  supply  of 
new  tents  on  hand.  If  you  should  deem  it  advisable  temporary  sheds 
could  be  erected  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  at  a  small  cost,  and  the 
same  lumber  could  be  used  for  permanent  barracks.  We  could  take 
2,000  to  4,000  prisoners  by  putting  them  in  such  sheds,  on  short  warn- 
ing. There  are  some  barracks  in  the  garrison  square — old  barracks 
which  have  been  in  use  by  the  garrison,  but  will  soon  be  vacated  by 
moving  to  new  barracks.  They  might,  should  you  desire  it,  be  raised 
and  moved  into  the  prisoners'  square,  cut  in  two,  and  arranged  on  the 
same  place  as  those  now  in  that  square,  and  would  hold  from  1,000  to 
1,500  men.  I  have  arranged  to  be  ready  to  respond  promptly  to  any 
demand  you  may  make  for  quarters  for  additional  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 


servant. 


B.  J.  SWEET, 
Colonel  Eighth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding. 


EiOHMOND,  Va.j  June  4, 1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  N.  G.  AVatts,  Agent  of  Exchange  : 

Sir  :  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  at  this  time  to  declare  the 
officers  and  men  who  have  reported  at  Demopolis  exchanged.  I  cannot 
agree  to  give  as  equivalents  for  such  an  exchange  the  Federals  who  are 
in  our  possession  while  the  Yankees  have  so  many  of  our  people  iu 
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their  cnstody.  We  must  use  the  prisoners  we  have  for  the  release  of 
our  brave  boys  who  are  in  the  enemy's  possession.  So  soon  as  I  can 
come  in  possession  of  the  requisite  number  of  paroles  I  will  make  the 
exchange  you  request ;  until  then 'the  ofQcers  and  men  must  wait,  unless 
in  the  meantime  we  get  a  majority  of  prisoners.  In  that  latter  event 
I  will  take  pleasure  in  giving  prisoners  in  hand  for  our  paroled  soldiers. 
A  day  or  two  ago  I  dispatched  a  messenger  to  Major  Szymanski, 
giving  him  instructions  as  to  Trans-Mississippi  matters. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Excluinge. 


Office  Commissaey-General  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  5, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Bock  Island,  III. : 
Colonel  :  Tour  letters  of  the  9th  and  29th  ultimo  in  relation  to  the 
expenditures  for  the  construction  of  the  hospital  for  prisoners  of  war 
are  received.  I  am  not  able  to  ascertain  from  the  report  of  Captain 
Reynolds  how  much  of  the  whole  cost  is  applicable  to  the  hospital  and 
how  much  to  the  smallpox  hospital.  Please  give  me  the  number  and 
dimensions  of  the  buildings  erected  for  the  latter  purpose  and  their 
cost,  and  state  if  they  have  been  paid  for,  and  by  whom.  If  they  have 
not  been  paid  for  please  state  what  amount  is  due.  Please  give  me 
also  a  statement  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  hospital,  how  much  of  it  has 
been  paid,  and  what  is  still  due.  The  instructions  to  Surgeon  Clark 
did  not  contemplate  that  he  would  order  the  erection  of  so  extensive  a 
hospital  without  the  approval  of  this  office,  and  much  less  was  it  antici- 
pated that  he  would  authorize  the  erection  of  any  building  to  be  paid 
out  of  funds  which  had  not  yet  been  collected.  Such  an  order  could 
not  be  carried  out  except  by  such  an  arrangement  as  was  made 
by  Captain  Reynolds,  which  was  injudicious  and  not  authorized,  and 
should  not  have  been  entered  into  until  it  had  been  referred  to  the 
Quartermaster-General  and  this  offtce  for  approval.  I  have  understood 
that  Captain  Reynolds  has  been  ordered  to  be  relieved,  which  must 
necessarily  lead  to  much  embarrassment  in  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts  for  these  disbursements.  In  all  my  letters  ou  this  subject  I 
have  urged  the  observance  of  the  strictest  economy,  but  from  the  items 
given  in  the  report  of  Captain  Reynolds  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the 
expense  was  not  as  much  considered  as  it  should  have  been.  One 
building  of  fourteen  rooms,  plastered,  seems  to  be  an  extravagant 
allowance  for  the  surgeons.  A  patent  range  at  a  cost  of  $600  is  also 
an  extravagant  item.  Of  the  other  items  I  cannot  well  judge,  but 
they  seem  to  be  ou  a  too  liberal  scale;  much  more  so  than  is  proper  in 
providing  for  rebel  prisoners.  In  your  letter  of  the  11th  of  B'ebruary, 
1864,  you  state  that  the  erection  of  the  buildings  has  been  contracted 
for  $18,000.  In  the  report  of  Captain  Reynolds,  which  accompanied 
your  letter  of  the  23d  of  March,  he  gives  as  the  cost  $24,225,  considered 
by  him  a  liberal  estimate,  and  it  was  on  this  estimate  that  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work  was  authorized  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  of  April.  Any 
expenditure  beyond  that  amount  should  not  have  been  made  without 
authority.  The  estimate  now  presented  by  Captain  Reynolds  reaches 
the  sum  of  $29,914.55,  and  I  fear  that  there  will  be  still  other  amounts 
to  be  added.  As  I  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  21st  of  April,  I  cannot  ask 
the  Quartermaster-General  to  authorize  Captain  Reynolds  to  advance 
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the  necessary  funds  for  the  erection  of  those  buildings  from  the  funds 
of  his  department,  nor  can  any  expenditures  be  made  from  the  prison 
fund  except  as  directed  in  the  circular  of  the  20th  of  April,  1864,  from 
this  oflBce,  and  for  all  payments  the  prescribed  vouchers  will  be  required. 
In  your  letter  of  the  9tli  ultimo  you  for  the  first  time  speak  of  a  fence 
and  a  sentry  walk  and  covered  way.  What  are  these  to  cost?  That  I 
may  understand  the  location  and  arrangement  of  the  hospital,  please 
furnish  me  a  ground  plan,  showing  the  inclosure  of  the  prison  with  the 
barracks  inside  and  the  relative  position  and  dimensions  of  the  hospital 
inclosure  with  the  buildings  inside. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


LiBBY  Prison,  Richmond,  Va.,  June  5, 1864. 
Hon.  L.  Teumbxtll,  U.  S.  Senator  from,  Illinois: 

Sir:  1  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  trespassing  upon  your  time  and 
patience,  but  my  circumstances  are  such  that  it  becomes  necessary  for 
me  to  ask  your  assistance.  Over  thirteen  months  have  elapsed  since  I 
fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy.  Any  one  acquainted  with  prison 
life  can  judge  of  my  condition  at  this  time.  One  month  ago  Oapt.  E.  M. 
Driseoli,  Third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieut.  L.  Markbreit,  assistant 
ad jutant- general,  Averell's  division,  L.  N.  Duchesney,  lieutenant;  First 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  and  myself  were  selected  as  hostages  for 
the  following  Confederate  soldier.s,  now  held  at  Johnson's  Island,  under 
charges  the  nature  of  which  is  unknown  to  us:  John  Marr,  Company 
I,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry ;  George  P.  Simms,  Barbour  County,  Ky. ; 
W.  S.  Burgess,  Harrison  County,  Ky. ;  T.  M.  Campbell,  Nicholas  County, 
Ky.  We  were  forthwith  placed  in  a  small  cell,  where  we  now  await 
the  action  of  antliorities.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  describe  or  give 
full  details  of  our  condition.  I  would  very  respectfully  call  upon  you 
to  ettect  my  release  if  it  be  possible,  as  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  I  can- 
not long  endure  this  additional  sliock.  By  giving  me  your  aid  and 
using  your  influence  in  my  behalf  you  will  place  me  under  renewed 
obligations  to  you. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  W.  PAVEY, 
Lieutenant,  Eightieth  Illinois  Infantry,  Colonel  StreighVs  Brigade. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Chicago,  III.,  July  23, 1864. 
The  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  especially  called  to  the 
within  as  demanding  attention. 
Kespectfully, 

LYMAN  TRUMBULL. 

[Second  iDdorsement.] 

War  Department,  July  28, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  prison- 
ers for  remark. 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

LOUIS  H.  PELOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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C.  S.  Military  Prisons,  Macon,  Ga.,  June  5, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
General  :  The  Yankee  major  of  a  negro  regiment  who  was  captured 
at  the  battle  of  Ocean  Poud,  Fla.,  is,  and  I  think  very  properly,  confined 
with  negro  prisoners  at  Andersonville.  I  would  like  to  obtain  permis 
sion  to  send  to  the  same  place  Lieut.  J.  O.  Ladd,  of  Company  E,  Thirty- 
fifth  U.  S.  Negro  Regiment,  who  is  now  a  prisoner  liere,  and  who  also 
was  captured  in  Florida  on  board  steamer  Columbine. 

I  have  in  my  possession  about  $1,100  in  U.  S.  money  (greenbacks), 
the  property  of  prisoners.  At  what  rate  shall  I  receive  it  from  them  in 
exchange  for  C.  S.  money,  which  alone  they  are  allowed  to  expend. 
Does  the  Government  want  this  money;  and  if  yes,  will  the  quarter- 
master be  directed  to  exchange  it  at  such  rate  as  may  be  fixed  in  Rich- 
mond? There  is  I  believe  about  $1,500  of  the  same  kind  of  money  still 
in  Richmond  the  property  of  these  officers.  They  ask  that  it  may  be 
sent  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  C.  GIBBS, 
Captain,  G.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Prisons. 

[First  iDdorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

July  2,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsementk] 

July  5,  1864. 
Major  Carrington: 

How  do  you  dispose  of  the  money  similarly  taken  and  held  for  pris- 
oners here?    At  what  rate  do  you  exchange  if  that  plan  is  adopted? 

J.  A.  S. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Provost-Marshal's  Office,  Bichmond,  Va.,  July  5, 1864. 

Respectfully  returned. 

By  a  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  the  case  of  Colonel 
Streight,  whenever  more  than  $500  are  found  on  a  prisoner  it  is  prima 
/octe  liable  to  confiscation,  and  an  investigation  of  the  facts  is  ordered. 
In  other  cases  the  money  found  on  prisoners  is  exchanged  for  Confed- 
erate funds  at  a  rate  fixed  by  Quartermaster-General,  and  the  original 
funds  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government. 

If  the  Government  does  not  need  the  money  it  is  sold  by  quartermas- 
ter of  prisons  at  market  rates,  and  the  proceeds  are  spent  by  the  pris- 
oner as  may  be  allowed  by  order  of  the  officer  commanding.  The  rate 
last  fixed  was  four  for  one,  but  now  should  be  lower. 

I  recommend  that  hereafter  all  funds  taken  from  prisoners  be  at  once 
converted  into  current  funds  and  the  amount  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  prisoner.  Under  the  practice  of  keeping  the  money  of  each  pris- 
oner in  a  separate  parcel  money  which  was  good  is,  by  the  fluctuation 
of  the  market,  depreciated  in  value.  Many  of  the  prisoners  under  my 
charge  have  old  currency  on  hand  wliich  will  soon  be  valueless. 

I.  H.  CARRINGTON, 

Provost-Marshal. 
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[Fourth  indoraeiueut.l 

Headquarters  Post,  Richmond,  July  6, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  with 
indorsement  of  Major  Carrington,  provost-marshal. 

W.  M.  GARDNER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

July  13,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  L.  OLAY. 
Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneial. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

July  15, 18G4. 
Quartermaster-General  : 

Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  all  these  funds  given  to  you  as  they 
aie  received,  to  be  drawn  for  as  needed? 
By  order : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

July  18, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  plan  i>roposed  by  Major  Carrington  is  practically  turning  over 
tlie  Federal  money  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  as  a  quarter- 
master attached  to  General  Gardner's  command  would  receive  this 
money  and  give  credit  for  its  value  in  Confederate  currency. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  General. 

[Eighth  indorsement.] 

July  18,  1864. 
Adjutant-General  : 

The  money  taken  from  prisoners  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
quartermaster,  to  be  disposed  of  under  instructions  from  the  Quarter- 
master-General. This  rule  will  be  followed  generally  wherever  prisoners 
are. 
By  order: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

[Ninth  indorsement.] 

July  26, 1864. 
The  officer  can  be  retained.    No  objection  is  known  to  his  being  placed 
with  his  privates.    He  cannot  complain  of  miscegenation. 
By  order : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistatit  Secretary  of  War. 


[June  5-7, 1864. — For  correspondence  of  Grant  and  Lee,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  the  dead  and  wounded  from  between  the  lines  of 
their  respective  armies  at  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXVI, 
Part  111,  pp.  600,  638,  639,  666,  (KiT.l 
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Office  Commissaky-Gbneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  6, 1864. 
Col.  A.  G.  Draper, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Mary's,  Point  Lookout,  Md,  : 
Colonel  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  are  authorized 
to  erect  such  buildings  as  are  immediately  and  indispensably  necessary 
lor  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  prisoners  of  war  at  the  prison  camp 
at  Point  Lookout.  One  ward  of  the  dimensions  given  in  Surgeon  Thomp- 
son's plan  will  probably  be  sufficient  for  the  present.  Others  may  be 
erected  from  time  to  time  as  they  become  iiecessary.  A  cook-house  and 
dining-room  may  also  be  necessary  at  once.  This  will  depend  on  the 
condition  of  the  tents  now  in  use,  which,  my  impression  is,  cannot  be 
used  much  longer.  Lay  off  the  grounds  according  to  the  plan  suggested 
by  Surgeon  Thompson,  so  that,  as  the  buildings  are  gradually  substi- 
tuted for  the  tents,  the  plan  will  be  finally  carried  out,  but  make  this 
change  in  the  dimensions:  Use  twelve-feet  boards  and  fourteenfeet 
scantling,  so  that  the  elevation  of  tlie  floor  will  be  one  foot  from  the 
ground  and  the  eave  eleven  feet  from  thefloor.  Cords  and  weights  cannot 
be  allowed  for  the  windows.  Keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  expense 
of  erecting  one  ward,  so  that  the  cost  of  the  hospital  complete  may  be 
ascertained.  Report  when,  from  the  wearing  out  of  the  tents,  other 
buildings  will  be  required.  The  expense  of  all  buildings  erected  for 
prisoners  must  be  paid  out  of  the  prison  fund. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  0, 1864. 
Col.  A.  G.  Draper, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Mary^s,  Point  Loolcovt,  Md.  : 
Colonel:  1  have  understood  that  previous  to  your  arrival  at  Point 
Lookout  and  after  the  20th  of  March  two  or  more  prisoners  were  shot 
by  those  in  charge  of  them,  no  report  of  which  occurrences  were  made  to 
this  office.  Please  ascertain  the  facts  in  these  cases  as  far  as  you  are 
able,  and  communicate  them  to  this  office  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Tliird  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Offioe  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  0, 1864. 
Col.  C.  W.  Hill, 

Comdg.  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Johnson's  Island,  Ohio : 
Colonel:  Until  further  orders  under  no  circumstances  will  visitors 
be  permitted  to  see  prisoners  in   confinement  at  Johnson's  Island 
except  by  authority  from  the  War  Department  or  by  permission  from 
this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners. 

(Same  to  Col.  A.  G.  Draper,  Point  Lookout,  Md.) 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  Provost-Marshal-General, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  6, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington: 
Colonel:  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of 
a  letter  addressed  by  you  to  Colonel  Marsh,  my  predecessor,  on  the 
29tli  of  February  last.  The  report  of  Surgeon  Clark,  acting  medical 
inspector  of  prisoners,  of  liis  inspection  of  tlie  Gratiot  Street  and 
Myrtle  Street  Prisons  came  to  my  notice  immediately  after  1  assumed 
the  duties  of  this  office  and  my  attention  was  immediately  given  to  a 
correction  of  the  evils  therein  pointed  out.  Both  prisons,  especially 
that  of  Gratiot  Street,  were  undoubtedly  then  iu  a  very  unsatisfactory 
condition.  They  are  not  so  now.  Improvements  have  been  made  iu 
every  respect,  and  I  think  I  can  safely  assure  you  that  both  are  at 
present  in  the  best  possible  condition.  The  duties  of  my  office  are 
such  as  not  to  admit  of  much  of  my  time  being  given  to  a  direct  per- 
sonal supervision  of  the  details  of  the  interior  management  of  the  pris- 
ons. As  soon  as  I  could  obtain  the  detail  of  a  proper  officer  for  the 
purpose  1  appointed  an  inspector  of  these  prisons  and  made  it  his 
duty  to  pass  through  each  of  them  daily,  make  a  minute  inspection, 
and  report  the  result  in  detail  to  me.  With  the  advantage  of  these 
daily  morning  reports  and  a  brief  interview  with  him,  together  with 
such  personal  inspections  as  I  can  myself  from  time  to  time  make,  I 
am  enabled  now  to  keep  the  prisons  in  what  I  regard,  and  what  I 
believe  is  so  considered  by  all  who  have  had  an  inspection  of  them,  in 
an  entirely  satisfactory  condition.  The  walls  referred  to  in  your  letter 
as  in  a  falling  condition  are  no  longer  so.  It  required  but  a  trifling 
expense  to  brace  them  and  put  the  buildings  in  a  perfectly  safe  condi- 
tion. I  will  give  instructions  to  the  acting  inspector  to  make  a  weekly 
report  every  Sunday  morning  of  the  condition  of  the  prisoners  and 
prisons,  as  suggested  in  your  letter,  and  forward  the  same  to  your 
office  with  such  comments  as  1  may  have  to  make  thereon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SANDERSON, 
Colonel  and  ProvostMarshal-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Post,  Chicago,  III.,  June  6, 1864. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  report  that  since  my 
letter  of  June  4, 1864,  I  have  made  a  careful  inspection  of  the  barracks 
in  the  garrison  square  at  Camp  Douglas  with  a  view  to  ascertain  how 
many  of  them  would  soon  be  vacated  and  can  be  spared  from  that 
square  with  the  present  garrison.  I  find  about  thirty  old  barracks 
with  kitchens,  each  barrack  with  a  capacity  for  100  men.  They  can  be 
raised  and  moved  into  the  prisoners'  square  without  incurring  large 
expense.  We  have  apparatus  for  moving  and  raising  on  hand,  and  if 
you  desire  to  fill  up  the  prisoners'  square  will,  of  course,  lessen  the 
expense  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men  they  will  hold.  I  invite 
attention  to  my  letter  of  June  2, 1804,  on  the  subject  of  filling  the 
prisoners'  square  with  barracks,  in  connection  with  which  this  letter 
should  be  read  for  full  understanding  of  its  suggestions.  I  respectfully 
ask  instructions  at  a  date  as  early  as  i)racticable.    The  cost  of  raising 
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and  moving  can  be  paid  out  of  the  prison  fund  for  the  month  of  May, 
1864,  and  will  not  exceed  more  than  $2,500. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

B.  J.  SWEET, 
Colonel  Eighth  Regt.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  June  0,  1864. 
Col.  James  A.  Haedie,  Inspector- General  : 

(JoLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  received 
the  reports  of  the  military  commission  appointed  by  Maj.  Gen.  John  A. 
Dix  in  the  cases  of  thirty-four  blockade-runners  and  one  farmer,  now 
at  Fort  Warren,  all  of  whom  are  recommended  for  discharge  and 
approved  by  Major-General  Dix.  Two  are  foreign  subjects,  seven  are 
citizens  and  propose  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  residue  refuse 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but  will  swear  not  to  furnish  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  enemy.  1  respectfully  refer  you  to  my  report  of  the  4th 
instant  relative  to  blockade-runners  at  Fort  Lafayette,  which  said 
commission  reported  upon.  As  tiie  cases  at  Fort  Warren  must  neces- 
sarily be  dependent  upon  the  decision  made  upon  the  cases  previously 
reported,  I  respectfully  submit  that  in  case  these  prisoners  are  dis- 
charged upon  the  grounds  assumed  by  the  commission  and  approved 
by  Major-General  Dix,  then  the  arrest  of  blockade-runners  hereafter 
will  be  labor  in  vain. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

L.  C.  TURNER, 

Judge- Advocate. 


Atlanta,  June  (>,  1864.     . 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 

I  have  ordered  out  and  forward  a  division  of  State  troops,  including 
the  two  regular  regiments,  of  over  5,000  men.  They  have  been  accepted 
by  General  Johnston  for  the  emergency  and  now  obey  his  orders  and 
receive  rations  under  his  order.  Will  they,  in  case  of  capture  of  any 
portion  of  them,  be  entitled  to  the  same  right  of  exchange  as  prisoners 
of  war  to  which  troops  are  entitled  ?  I'lease  reply  promptly  to  quiet 
apprehension  among  the  troops. 

JOS.  E.  BROWN. 

[IndornemeDt.] 

June  C,  1864. 
Secretary  of  War  for  inquiry  and  reply  on  established  rule  of  action 

J.  D. 


Headquarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

In  the  Field,  near  Alexandria,  June  6,  1864. 
Col.  W.  R.  Shivers,  Commanding  Post,  Shreveport : 

Colonel:  On  26th  ultimo  Lieut.  Allen  Kirby,  commanding  post, 
Mansfield,  was  directed  from  these  headquarters  to  parole  all  sick, 
wounded,  and  convalescent  Federal  prisoners  in  hospital  or  abont 
Mansfield,  to  proceed  to  Shrevejjort  and  deliver  themselves  up  to  you 
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as  soon  as  they  wrere  physically  able.  Arrangements  have  now  been 
concluded  for  the  delivery  of  these  prisoners,  and  a  boat,  the  Champion, 
left  here  this  morning  for  Blair's  Landing  and  Grand  Bayou  to  bring 
down  all  of  them  remaining  at  Pleasant  Hill  and  Mansfield.  Should 
any  of  the  prisoners  that  have,  been  discharged  from  hospitals  at  Mans- 
field or  Pleasant  Hill  have  reported  to  you.  Lieutenant  General  Taylor 
desires  that  you  will  send  them  down  immediately  to  be  i)laced  on  the 
Oliampioii,  if  the  boat  that  brings  them  overtakes  her;  or  if  the  Cham- 
pion is  not  overtaken,  to  bring  them  to  Alexandria.  Lieutenant  Kirby 
was  also  directed  on  26th  ultimo  to  send  to  yon  all  other  prisoners  in 
bis  charge  at  Mansfield,  including  any  Federal  prisoners  that  were  well 
who  were  not  employed  waiting  on  tlie  sick  and  wounded,  but  the  only 
prisoners  that  it  is  desired  you  should  send  down  at  this  time  are  tliose 
discharged  from  hospitals  at  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  H.  MAY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Generai. 


Headquarters  Georgia  Eeserves, 

Macon,  Oa.,  June  6,  1804. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War,  Bichmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  just  received.  With  the  author- 
ity it  contains  I  will  proceed  with  the  organization  of  the  reserves  and 
not  trouble  you  again  on  the  subject  of  oflBcers,  unless  in  some  peculiar 
case  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  your  consideration  of  it. 

I  venture  to  address  you  on  another  subject  which  I  am  well  aware 
has  engaged  much  of  your  attention  and  is  full  of  embarrassment.  I 
allude  to  the  question  of  exchange  of  prisoners.  I  need  not  say  to  you 
that  the  number  accumulating  in  Georgia  is  notjsnly  eating  up  our  sub- 
sistence, but  are  withdrawing  for  their  safe-keeping  a  large  force  from 
the  field  and  from  agricultural  interests.  To  get  clear  of  them  is  only 
second  in  importance  to  getting  back  our  men  now  in  Yankee  prisons. 
1  have  no  idea  that  I  can  make  any  new  suggestions  to  you  on  these 
points,  but  I  wish  to  say  that  the  country  will  sustain  the  President  in 
any  arrangement  he  wishes  that  will  bring  about  an  exchange  that 
does  not  yield  two  points:  First.  We  must  get  all  our  prisoners  back 
when  the  enemy  have  got  theirs.  Second.  We  cannot  consent  to  regard 
our  slaves  as  prisoners  of  war  when  captured  in  the  enemy's  army. 
All  else  our  people  will  sustain  the  President  in  doing  just  what  he 
thinks  best  that  will  result  in  an  exchange. 

As  to  Butler,  they  consider  him  a  peculiarly  proper  representative  of 
Lincoln  and  the  Yankee  Government,  and  would  as  soon  receive  our 
prisoners  back  through  him  as  through  one  who  would  by  the  posses- 
sion of  some  gentlemanly  quality  be  a  less  fit  representative  of  the 
Yankee  nation.  Nor  do  our  people  object  to  the  exchange  of  negro 
prisoners  (not  slaves).  I  do  not  know  the  ijoints  of  diflflculty in  resum- 
ing the  exchange,  but  so  deeply  impressed  have  I  been  for  some  time 
that  if  possible  the  exchange  should  be  resumed  that  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  writing  this  letter. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  sincere  regard,  very  truly,  yours, 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Mdjor-Oeneral,  J-c. 
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[lodorsement.] 

June  13,  1864. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  the  authority  sent  you  will  relieve  from  embar- 
rassment in  the  further  organization  of  the  reserves. 

in  any  special  cases  your  applications,  as  they  always  do,  will  have 
much  weight  with  me. 

I  send  a  copy  of  my  report,*  which  will  explain  my  views  about  But- 
ler and  the  exchange  of  prisoners  through  him.  Ou  the  two  points  as 
to  which  you  comment  I  agree  with  you  entirely.  I  doubt,  however, 
whether  the  exchange  of  negroes  at  all  for  our  soldiers  would  be  toler- 
ated. As  to  the  white  officers  serving  with  negro  troops,  we  ought 
never  to  be  inconvenienced  with  such  prisoners. 

J.  A.  S. 


Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  6,  1864. 
Col.  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  and  Insp.  GeneraVs  Office,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  my 
inspection  of  Castle  Thunder  Prison,  Captain  Richardson,  comman- 
dant : 

Prison  buildings. — There  are  three  buildings  used  as  prisons,  viz. 
Castle  Thunder,  with  a  capacity  for  050  prisoners,  containing  at  pres- 
ent 442;  Whittock's  building,  used  for  negro  quarters  and  prison  for 
women,  with  a  capacity  for  350  prisoners,  containing  at  present  109, 
and  Palmer's  factory,  used  for  Yankee  deserters,  with  a  capacity  for 
400  prisoners,  containing  at  present  160. 

The  prisons  are  clean  and  healthy  and  the  sinks  free  from  noisome 
smells  and  filth. 

There  is,  however,  one  room  in  the  wing  end  of  the  Castle  the  roof 
of  which  leaks,  and  I  deem  it  necessary  for  the  health  of  the  prisoners 
and  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  building  that  it  be  repaired 
at  once. 

Prisoners. — There  are  711  prisoners  confined  in  the  different  build- 
ings. They  are  hearty  and  well  cared  for,  receiving  kind  treatment 
from  both  ofiicers  and  employes. 

Rations. — The  rations  furnished  the  prisoners  are  the  same  furnished 
to  the  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Libby  and  other  prisons  in  Richmond, 
being  one  pound  of  corn  bread,  one-third  of  a  pound  of  bacon,  and 
eight  quarts  of  peas  or  ten  pounds  of  rice  to  the  hundred  rations 
made  into  a  palatable  and  nutritious  soup. 

Books  of  record,  &c. — The  commandant.  Captain  Richardson,  keeps 
a  most  excellent  system  of  records  and  registry.  His  oifice  books  are 
neatly  and  accurately  kept,  and  exhibit  a  complete  and  comprehensive 
record  of  each  jirisoner  received. 

Cells. — The  cells  are  not  properly  ventilated  and  are  not  sufficient  in 
number.  There  are  four  besides  the  condemned  cell.  I  would  respect- 
fully recommend  that  four  additional  cells  be  constructed,  and  that  the 
old  ones  be  reconstructed  so  as  to  allow  sufficient  fresh  air  for  the 
health  of  those  confined  in  them. 

Guards. — The  guard  is  kept  under  strict  discipline  and  a  rigid  com- 
pliance with  the  prison  rules  enforced.  The  commandant  evinces  a 
laudable  desire  to  promote  the  (iomfort  of  the  prisoners  under  his 

*  See  April  28,  p.  94. 
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charge,  and  permits  them  to  cultivate  a  small  garden  within  the  walls 
of  the  prison,  the  produce  of  which  will  greatly  add  to  their  comfort 
and  health. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  McRAE  SELPH, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Anderson,  June  6, 1864. 
Capt.  L.  G.  Aldrich  : 

A  mob  of  100  meu  within  two  miles  of  this  place  threatens  to  take 
out  of  my  hands  the  political  prisoners  to  execute  them.  They  are 
expecting  re-enforcements. 

0.  P.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Captain  Webb^s  Company. 


Juke  G,  1864. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  Richmond: 

Inspection  report  for  the  tveeJc  ending  May  31. 

The  post  of  Eichmond  (General  Winder's  old  command),  Maj.  I.  H, 
Carrington  commanding,  embraces,  first,  provost-marshal's  depart- 
ment, consisting  of  a  passport  office  and  a  police  organization;  second, 
Federal  prisons;  third,  prisons  for  Confederate  oflfenders  and  deserters 
from  the  enemy;  fourth,  forwarding  barracks _ for  soldiers  en  route 
through  Bichmond;  fifth,  staff  department.* 

The  Federal  prisons. — Major  Turner,  commanding,  assisted  by  three 
lieutenants,  are  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city.  Employes — two  clerks, 
one  a  soldier,  the  other  a  conscript,  both  able  bodied,  detailed  for 
special  fitness  and  long  familiarity  with  the  business  by  the  Secretary 
of  War;  three  policemen,  disabled  soldiers;  one  warden,  a  conscript 
detailed  by  Secretary  of  War;  one  commissary-sergeant;  two  soldiers 
detailed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  one  Yankee  desert«r,  cooks. 

There  were  2,239  prisoners  on  the  day  of  the  inspection. 

The  wards,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  one  building,  were  clean 
and  free  from  vermin.  Major  Turner  gave  as  an  excuse  for  the  condi- 
tion of  the  dirty  building  that  no  brooms  could  be  procured  by  requi- 
sition on  the  i)ost  quartermaster,  Major  Parkhill.  This  officer  explained 
to  me  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  purchase,  and  that  the  department 
quartermaster  charged  with  furnishing  such  supplies  had  none  in  store. 
The  rooms  assigned  to  officers  were  particularly  clean  and  airy;  a  few 
officers  are  confined  in  cells  as  hostages.  They  are  allowed  to  take 
exercise  a  few  hours  each  day  in  a  large  basement,  and  the  cells  are 
(ileaned  and  aired.  These  cells  are  well  ventilated,  and  confinement  in 
them  does  not  differ  much,  except  in  being  solitary,  from  confinement 
in  other  parts  of  the  prison. 

The  rations  for  several  days  had  been  one-third  of  a  pound  of  bacon, 
one  pound  of  corn  bread,  and  one-tenth  of  a  pound  of  rice.  For  twenty 
days  in  May  the  prisoners  were  without  meat,  but  this  was  during 
the  time  that  our  communications  southward  were  interrupted.  Two 
pounds  of  bread  and  as  much  peas  as  they  could  eat  were  then  issued. 

*  Only  BO  much  of  this  report  as  relates  to  "Federal  prisons"  is  printed. 
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The  food  is  well  cooked,  and  is  served  at  10  a.  m.  and  3  p.  m.,  thus: 
The  prisoners  are  divided  into  messes  of  fifty  and  each  placed  under 
the  charge  of  one  of  their  own  sergeants.  At  the  proper  hours  these 
squads  are  marched  successively  under  a  guard  to  the  kitchen,  receive 
their  food  in  buckets,  and  take  it  back  to  the  wards  for  distribution. 

When  the  prisoners  arrive  their  names  are  registered  and  their 
money  taken  from  them  and  deposited  with  a  quartermaster,  to  be 
returned  ujjon  their  release.  This  is  done  by  the  warden  generally;  it 
is  stated  in  the  presence  of  a  commissioned  officer,  but  1  infer  that  the 
ofticer  is  merely  present  without  personally  scrutinizing  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duty.  I  am  informed  by  the  quartermaster  in  charge  of 
such  funds  that  applications  have  sometimes  been  made  by  prisoners 
for  money  alleged  to  have  beeil  delivered  up,  but  which  he  had  never 
received.  1  hear  from  Major  Parkhill,  post  quartermaster,  that  a 
Frenchman  of  some  respectability,  who  was  released  by  General  Win- 
der, complaiced  that  he  had  given  up  $150  in  TJ.  S.  Treasury  notes  and 
only  received  back  $50.  Charges  of  this  character  may  be  false;  they 
come  generally  from  a  mendacious  people,  but  a  matter  in  which  the 
good  faith  of  the  Government  is  involved  should  not  be  left  entirely 
under  the  control  of  a  subordinate  employe.  A  commissioned  officer 
of  character  should  not  only  be  present  when  the  prisoners  are  deprived 
of  their  money,  but  he  should  closely  supervise  the  business  in  each 
case. 

There  is  a  hospital  attached  to  these  prisons,  in  which  two  surgeons, 
three  assistant  surgeons,  four  contract  physicians,  three  hospital  stew- 
ards, and  ten  disabled  soldiers  (nurses)  are  on  duty.  A  number  of 
prisoners  are  also  employed  as  nurses.  There  were  620  patients  (mostly 
wounded),  apparently  as  well  served  as  our  sick.  The  cooking  is  done 
by  captured  negroes. 

In  the  last  seventeen  mouths  50,418  prisoners  have  been  received 
here;  9,904  have  been  treated  in  hospital;  2,885  have  died  of  those 
treated  in  hospital;  1,870  were  wounded  men;  of  the  deaths  148  were 
from  wounds. 

General  Winder,  I  believe,  had  a  general  supervision  over  all  the 
military  prisons  of  the  country;  this  is  not  exercised  by  Major  Carring- 
ton.  I  am  informed  by  Major  Turner  that  nobody  knows  now  exactly 
how  many  prisoners  of  war  we  have  in  confinement  in  the  different 
prisons,  and  that  no  officer  is  charged  with  the  management  of  the 
whole.  It  would  seem  to  be  important  to  give  to  some  officer  the 
exclusive  control  of  all  the  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Confederacy. 

Eastern  l>istrict  military  prison. — For  Confederate  offenders  and 
Yankee  deserters,  commonly  known  as  Castle  Thunder;  Captain  Rich- 
ardson, commanding,  assisted  by  three  lieutenants,  detailed  upon  sur- 
geon's certificate  of  disability.    Captain  It.  is  applying  to  be  retired. 

Employes :  Six  detectives,  of  whom  two  are  citizens  over  conscript 
age;  four  are  conscripts  detailed  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  their  duty 
is  to  carry  prisouers  about,  watch  what  is  going  on  in  the  prison,  pre- 
vent the  smuggling  in  or  out  of  prohibited  articles,  make  arrests;  three 
clerks,  of  Avhom  one  is  a  citizen  over  forty-five,  two  are  conscripts 
detailed  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  three  wardens,  one  a  Marylauder, 
one  a  detailed  soldier,  one  a  citizen  over  conscript  age. 

This  prison  receives  deserters  from  the  enemy,  deserters  from  our 
Army,  disloyal  citizens,  soldiers  under  sentence,  negroes  captured. 

There  were  700  prisouers  on  the  day  of  inspection. 

The  following  books  are  kept:  (1)  Register  of  negroes,  (2)  hospital 
books,  (3)  court-martial  books  (giving  sentences,  &c.),  (4)  morning 
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report  of  eoinmitnieiits,   (5)  index  of  commitmeuts,   (6)  register  of 
Yankee  deserters,  (7)  register  of  other  prisoners. 

Tlie  wards  were  as  clean  as  could  be  expected  and  apparently  free 
from  vermin. 

liatioiis  for  several  days  past;  One  pound  corn  bread,  one-quarter 
pound  of  bacon,  and  half  a  pint  of  rice.  Meat  was  only  issued  live  or 
six  days  in  May.  When  there  was  no  meat  the  prisoners  got  one  and 
tliree-quarter  pounds  of  bread.  The  cooking  is  done  by  captured 
negroes,  and  the  arrangements  for  it  appear  good. 

A  hospital,  under  one  surgeon  and  three  assistants,  is  attached,  con- 
taining 108  patients.  There  are  fourteen  ])atients  from  this  prison  in  a 
smallpox  hospital.  Guard  duty  is  i)erformed  by  militia.  There  are 
twenty-six  sentry  posts. 

#*#*»«  # 

llespectfuUy  submitted. 

ARGHEE  ANDERSON, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Ansistant  Adjutant- General,  on  Inspection  Duty. 


Headquarters  Commandant  of  Prison, 
Giwip  Sumter,  Andemonville,  6a.,  June  0,  18fi4. 
Capt.  R.  D.  Chapman,  Acting  Admtant  of  Post: 

Captain  :  I  most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  colonel  com- 
manding post  through  you  to  the  following  facts:  The  bread  which  is 
issued  to  prisoners  is  of  such  an  inferior  quality,  consisting  fully  of 
one  sixth  of  husk,  that  it  is  almost  unfit  for  use  and  increasing  dysen- 
tery and  other  bowel  complaints.  I  would  wish  that  thecommissary  of 
the  post  be  notified  to  have  the  meal  bolted  or  some  other  contrivance 
arranged  to  sift  the  meal  before  issuing.  If  the  meal,  such  as  is  now, 
was  sifted  the  bread  rations  would  fall  short  fully  one-quarter  of  a 
pound. 

There  is  a  great  deficiency  of  buckets.  Rations  of  rice,  beans,  vinegar, 
and  molasses  cannot  be  issued  to  prisoners  for  want  of  buckets,  at 
least  8,000  men  in  the  stockade  being  without  anything  of  the  sort. 
If  my  information  is  correct,  any  number  of  buckets  can  be  got  from 
Columbus,  Ga.,  if  tlie  quartermaster  of  the  post  would  make  the  requi- 
sition for  the  same. 

Hoping  that  you  will  give  this  your  attention  as  soon  as  possible,  I 
remain,  captain, 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WIEZ, 
Captain,  Commanding  Prison. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  7,  1864. 
Governor  J.  B.  Brown,  Atlanta,  Ga.  : 

Your  telegram  to  the  President  referred  to  me  for  reply.*  The  troops 
must  be  turned  over  as  militia  to  Confederate  service.  In  that  event 
the  enemy  are  bound  and  have  always  respected  the  captives  as  prison- 
ers of  war.  They  have  refused  so  to  recognize  troops  merely  in  State 
service. 

,r.  A.  SEDDON, 
/Secretary  of  War. 


'  See  Juuc  6,  p.  202. 
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Houston,  June  7, 186A. 
Col.  T.  S.  Anderson,  Tyler  : 

Major-Geiieral  Magruder  directs  that  instead  of  placing  the  Federal 
officers  under  your  charge  on  parole  you  make  arrangements  for  confin- 
ing them  in  separate  quarters  from  the  enlisted  men.  Both  should  be 
closely  guarded,  but  rendered  as  comfortable  as  the  circumstances  will 
permit. 

S.  D.  YANCEY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  Fokd,  June  7,  1864. 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  0.  S.  Army: 

General:  We  respectfully  inclose  to  yoii  two  communications 
addressed  to  the  U.  S.  officer  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Gulf 
and  to  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  at  the  same  time 
request  that  tlie  supplies  therein  asked  for  be  allowed  to  come  through 
your  lines,  and  that  the  communications  be  forwarded  with  that  assur- 
ance. In  view  of  the  urgent  necessity  existing  for  these  supplies,  of 
the  protracted  confinement  of  these  prisoners,  of  the  official  delay 
always  attendant  on  such  applications,  of  the  great  distance  which  the 
supplies  must  be  transported,  if  permitted,  we  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  allowing  some  one  of  the  officers  confined  here  to  accompany 
the  application  to  New  Orleans,  on  parole,  and  return  with  the  supplies 
here. 

Such  a  permission  would  be  the  highest  assurance  of  your  desire  to 
provide  for  the  prisoners  within  your  department,  and  could  not  but 
be  universally  appreciated  as  honorable  liberality  on  your  part. 
We  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

CHARLES  C.  NOTT, 
Colonel  176th  New  Yorlc   Volunteers. 
J.  B.  LEAKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry. 
JOHN  COWAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Nineteenth  Kentucky  Infantry. 
E.  B.  HALL, 
Capt.  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

[luclo8ure  No.  1.] 

Camp  Ford,  Tex.,  June  7, 1864. 
General  Oomdg.  U.  S.  Forces,  Department  of  the  Gulf  : 

Sir  :  By  permission  of  the  Confederate  authorities  we  transmit  to 
you  the  following  statement,  viz :  There  are  now  here  831  TJ.  S.  prison- 
ers, captured  at  various  times,  ranging  from  January  1,  1863,  to  Sep 
tember  29, 1863.  These  men,  who  have  been  prisoners  from  eight  to 
seventeen  months,  are  in  the  greatest  destitution.  Many  have  been 
without  a  change  of  underclothing  upward  of  half  a  year,  a  large  part 
are  without  shoes,  numbers  are  naked  from  the  waist,  and  some  have 
nothing  but  their  ragged  blankets  girt  about  them  in  the  place  of 
trousers.  No  great  city  presents  scenes  of  more  squalid  destitution 
than  they  afford.  At  the  same  time  we  find  that  while  these  prisoners 
have  been  apparently  neglected  and  overlooked  supplies  have  been  sent 
by  their  Government,  both  of  subsistence  and  clothing,  to  the  prisoners 
at  Richmond,  and  exchanges  are  daily  made  from  men  much  more 
recently  captured.  The  Confederate  authorities  inform  us  that  they  are 
unable  to  fill  requisitions  for  clothing  at  this  time  or  to  afford  these 
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wretclied  men  relief.  We  liave  consequently  to  seek  it  through  them 
of  our  own  Government.  There  are  also  here  3,696  prisoners  captured 
during  the  past  spring.  Most  of  these  were  taken  on  the  battle-tield 
and  a  considerable  number  have  lost  knapsacks,  blankets,  &c.  For  the 
first-class  (old  prisoners)  an  entire  suit  of  clothing  is  needed  to  each 
man,  for  the  second  (those  captured  in  the  spring)  a  supply  of  under- 
clothing and  shoes.  In  the  course  of  a  few  months  these  last  will 
require  also  an  entire  suit  i)er  Tnan.  You  can  best  determine  what  to 
send  them.  There  has  also  been  much  sickness  among  the  old  prison- 
ers and  it  is  now  rapidly  increasing  among  all.  A  supply  of  medicine  is 
needed  immediately,  which  cannot  be  procured  here  and  without  which 
great  mortality  during  the  summer  months  is  almost  certain  to  occur. 
We  annex  a  schedule  of  the  supplies  asked  for  and  moat  earnestly  and 
strenuously  beg  that,  without  postponement  or  delay,  they  be  for- 
warded to  us. 

We  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  «&c., 

CHARLES  0.  NOTT, 
Colonel  176th  New  York  Volunteers. 
J.  B.  LEAKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry. 
A.  D.  ROSE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  Volunteers. 

JOHN  COWAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Nineteenth  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry. 

E.  B.  HALL, 
Capt.  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

List  of  supplies  needed  by  TJ.  S.  prisoners  at  Camp  Ford,  near  Tyler,  Tex.,  June  7,  1864. 

OLD   PRISONERS. 

Blouses 831 

Trousers 831 

Pair  shoes 831 

Pair  drawers 1,  662 

Shirts ],«62 

Pair  socks 1,  662 

Blankets 831 

NEW   PRISONERS. 

Partial  or  entire  supply  as  suggested  in  accompanying  communica- 
tion for  3,700  men. 

Medical  stores  for  4,527  men  for  six  months  of  the  following  articles, 
viz: 

Quinine,  calomel,  blue  mass,  proto  iodide  of  mercury,  muriated  tine, 
iron,  nitrate  silver,  nitrate  potash,  sulphate  inagnesia,  small  quantity  of 
assorted  medicine,  castile  soap,  opium,  Dover's  powders,  morphine, 
il)ecac,  antimony,  carbonate  ammonia,  camphor  (gum),  stimulants. 

[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 

Camp  Ford,  Tex.,  June  7, 1864. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G,  Fareagut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. : 

Sir:  By  permission  of  the  Confederate  authorities  1  have  the  honor 

to  represent  to  you  the  condition  of  the  naval  prisoners  of  war  now  held 

at  this  place.    There  are  now  here  what  is  left  of  the  officers  and  crews 

of  four  naval  vessels,  viz,  the  Morning  Light,  Velocity,  Clifton,  and 
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Sachem,  whose  term  of  imprisonment  extends  from  nine  to  seventeen 
months,  and  also  of  the  Signal,  recently  captured.  Many  of  the  first 
named  have  already  died  of  disease,  and  sickness  is  now  spreading 
with  appalling  rapidity  among  the  remainder.  The  coming  summer  will, 
without  doubt,  produce  unexampled  mortality.  Many  are  already  des- 
titute of  clothing,  with  nothing  but  rags  to  cover  their  nakedness. 
They  are  also  without  blankets  or  shoes,  and  have  but  few  medicines  or 
hospital  stores  for  the  sick. 

The  Confederate  authorities  being  unable  to  afford  us  clothing,  or  a 
full  supply  of  medicines,  and  our  necessities  having  become  exceedingly 
great,  we  appeal  to  our  Government,  and  to  you,  to  have  them  forwarded 
to  us.  Similar  supplies  having  been  forwarded  by  our  authorities  to 
Federal  prisoners  at  Eichmond,  Va.,  it  is  believed  they  will  be  received 
and  forwarded  by  the  Confederate  authorities  in  this  department,  and 
in  connection  with  the  above  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  communica- 
tion similar  to  this,  forwarded  from  the  senior  military  ofiicer  here  to 
the  commanding  general  of  the  department,  and  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  supplies  for  the  naval  and  military  prisoners  be  forwarded 
together.  I  send  with  this  a  list  of  clothing  and  medicines  required  for 
the  use  of  the  naval  prisoners  here.  I  deem  it  my  duty  also  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  exchange  of  prisoners  between  the  opposing 
armies  are  of  frequent  occurrence.  That  many  military  prisoners,  cap- 
tured long  since  the  naval  prisoners  now  here,  have  been  already 
exchanged,  and  that  at  the  present  time  there  are  arrangements  being 
perfected  for  further  exchange  in  this  department.  In  view  of  the  above 
facts  the  naval  prisoners  now  here  appeal  to  you  to  look  after  their 
interests  and  to  obtain  for  them  an  eqnal  siiare  in  the  advantages  of  such 
exchange  arrangements  as  may  be  effected. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  iservant, 

FREDERICK  CROCKER, 
Acting   Volunteer  Lieutenant  and  Senior  Officer. 

List  of  articles  required  for  naval  prisoners  at  Camp  Ford,  Tex. 


Namo  of  vessel. 


Homing  Light 

Velocity 

Clifton 

Sachem 

Total.... 


Nnmber 
of  crew. 


2(15 


Under- 
shirts. 


Drawers.  Trousers.!  Blankets.  Socks. 

I I I 


140 

140 

70 

30 

30 

15 

180 

ISO 

9P 

60 

CO 

30 

410 

410 

205 

70  I 
15 
90 
30 


140 
30 

180 
60 


Shoes. 


Wool 
shirts. 


70 
15 
90 
30 


205 


Medicines:  Quinine,  calomel,  blue  mass,  opium,  proto  iodide  of  mer- 
cury, muriated  tine,  iron,  nitrate  silver,  ipecac,  nitrate  potash,  sulphate 
magnesia,  Dover's  powders,  antimony,  carbonate  ammonia,  camphor 
(gum),  stimulants,  morphine,  small  quantity  of  assorted  medicines. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

FREDERICK  CROCKER, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  and  Senior  Officer. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  June  8, 1864. 
Hon.  Robert  C.  Schenck, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  House  Representatives : 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  note  accompanying  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  inquiring  "by  what  authority  and  under 
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whose  direction  rebels  are  interspersed  with  the  National  soldiers 
throughout  the  various  hospitals  of  this  city,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Colonel  Barnes,  the  acting  surgeon- 
general,  which  contains  all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  this 
Department  relating  to  the  subject  of  inquiry.* 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  DErABTMENT,  Exchange  Bureau, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  8, 1864. 
Maj.  John  E.  Mulford,  Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  The  Confederate  authorities  being  unwilling  to  permit  any 
passing  through  their  lines  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  I  am 
directed  to  inform  you  that  it  is  not  deemed  advisable  that  there 
should  be  any  delivery  of  prisoners  by  flag-of-truce  boats  in  James 
River  during  the  pending  military  operations  against  Richmond.  This 
Government  is  ready  to  join  in  the  selection  of  some  other  convenient 
place  not  subject  to  the  foregoing  objection. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

June  8, 1864. 
Capt.  J.  A.  Blake, 

Gomdg.  Chesapeake  Military  Prison,  Camp  Hamilton,  Va,: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  following-named 
prisoners  of  war  to  await  transportation  to  the  point  of  exchange,  viz: 
R.  W.  Baylor,  captain,  Twelfth  Virginia  Cavalry ;  L.  M.  Potter,  assist- 
ant surgeon,  C.  S.  Army;  J.  C.  Wood,  assistant  surgeon,  C.  S.  Army. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  SHELLY, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Frovost-Marshal. 


CmoiNNATi,  June  8, 1864. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  to  inclose  to  you  this  letter  of  Leopold  Markbreit, 
late  [acting  I  assistant  adjutant-general  to  General  Averell,  but  now  in 
Libby  Prison.  He  is  a  brother  of  Hassaurek.  You  will  see  his  con- 
dition from  his  letter.  Cannot  something  be  done  for  him?  He  is  in 
every  way  a  most  excellent  person.  Please  do  what  you  can  for  him 
and  let  me  know  if  anything  can  be  done. 
Most  truly,  yours, 

W.  M.  DICKSON. 

[Inclosure.] 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  15, 1864. 
Miss  Fannie  Markbreit,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

My  Dear  Fannie:  On  the  5th  instant  three  officers  and  myself 
were  confined  in  a  cell  as  hostages  for  four  Confederate  soldiers  (not 
officers)  said  to  be  held  in  close  confinement  by  our  Government  on 
Johnson's  Island.  I  have  no  idea  how  long  I  shall  be  kept  in  a  cell, 
but  I  fear  that  if  my  friends  in  the  North  will  not  do  something  there 

*  See  June  3,  p.  191. 
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is  no  telling  how  long  my  confinement  may  last.  I  wish  yon  or  Jennie 
to  go  at  once  to  Judge  Dickson  on  receipt  of  this,  and  tell  him  that  if  I 
ever  needed  friends  I  need  them  now.  Tell  him  that,  relying  on  his 
acts  of  former  kindnesses,  I  feel  confident  that  he  will  not  forsake  me 
now.  I  was  selected  as  a  hostage  owing  to  the  position  I  held  on 
General  A.'s  staff.  If  the  judge  should  thiuk  so  you  may  see  some  of 
our  other  Mends.  Address  your  letters  in  care  of  Lieut.  John 
Latouche,  C.  S.  Army,  Libby  Prison,  &c.  Good-by.  My  love  to  all 
inquiring  Mends,  and  remember 
Tour  brother, 

L.  MAEKBEBIT. 

r.  S. — Write  to  mother  and  Fred  and  give  them  much  love  from  me. 

[First  indoraemont.  ] 

War  Department,  June  13,  1864. 
EespectfuUy  referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  for 
report  as  to  the  facts  within  stated,  and  as  to  the  confinement  of  the 
four  Confederate  soldiers. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  30, 1864. 
EespectfuUy  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  accompanying  list  contains  the  names  of  all  prisoners  under 
sentence  at  Johnson's  Island,  and  gives  all  the  information  in  relation 
to  them  that  can  be  found  in  the  records.  The  three  mentioned  in  the 
telegram  from  Colonel  Hill  as  being  in  close  confinement  are  probably 
the  parties  referred  to  in  the  within  letters.*  One  mentioned  by  Col- 
onel Hill  is  a  deserter  from  the  Federal  Army. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Washington,  June  21, 1864. 
It  does  not  appear  that  there  are  in  close  confinement  at  Johnson's 
Island  any  rebel  prisoners  except  those  under  regular  sentences  by 
military  courts.  There  are  some  cases  of  convicted  si)ies,  taken  in 
Kentucky,  whose  sentences  have  practically  been  commuted  to  confine- 
ment, and  it  is  supposed  that  these  are  the  cases  pointed  at  by  the 
close  confinement  in  Libby  of  Lieutenant  Pavey,  Captain  Driscoll, 
Lieutenant  Duchesney,  and  Lieutenant  Markbreit. 

I  see  no  other  remedy  but  that  of  confining  in  a  similar  manner  a 
like  number  of  rebel  ofiicers. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

June  24, 1804. 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  a  like  number  of  officers  be  con- 
fined in  a  similar  manner  at  Fort  Delaware  and  that  notice  of  this  fact 
be  given  to  the  rebel  authorities. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  See  p.  213. 
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Sandusky,  June  19, 1864.    (Eeceived  20th.) 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Gommissary-  General  of  Prisoners  : 

There  are  four  prisoners  iii  close  confinemeut  and  none  others  since 
1  came  here.  There  are:  W.  S.  Burgess,  spy;  H.  P.  Esteph,  spy; 
John  C.  Shore,  deserter,  and  George  P.  Simms,  spy.  They  were  tried 
by  court-martial  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  sentence  approved  by  General 
Burnside,  then  in  command  of  the  department. 
Your  obedient  servant. 

OHAS.  W.  HILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquakters  Second  Division, 
Deft,  of  N.  Carolina  and  Southern  Virginia, 

Ooldsborough,  N.  C,  June  8,  1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General  .-  I  am  informed  by  the  officer  who  established  the  post  at 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  that  there  are  no  quarters  of  any  kind  immediately 
at  the  place ;  in  fact,  but  on^  house.  1  desire  to  have  authority  to  estab- 
lish myself  at  some  point  in  the  vicinity  near  enough  to  enable  me  to 
exercise  a  perfect  supervision  of  the  post,  and  at  the  same  time  secure 
quarters  for  myself  and  family.  Anieriuus  is  ten  miles  distant,  with 
direct  railroad  communication.  Will  you  inform  me  if  I  will  have  any 
connection  with  tlie  prisons  at  Macon;  and  if  so,  what?  I  will  be  glad 
if  you  will  reply  to  the  pieceding  request  and  questions  at  your  earliest 
convenienco,  directing  to  Andersonville,  Ga. 

I  expect  to  turn  over  the  comuiand  and  leave  here  June  the  10th 
instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[First  iDdorscmcnt.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

June  13,  1864. 
Kespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
General  Winder  was  ordered  to  Georgia  upon  the  representation  of 
General  Cobb  tliat    an  otticer  of   rank  was  required,  especially  at 
Andersonville. 

At  that  place  the  great  mass  (estimated  at  about  15,000)  of  the  Fed- 
eral prisoners  are  collected,  and  there  it  is  believed  it  is  essentially 
necessary  General  Winder  should  be  permanently  established.  His 
])resence  alone  will  have  a  beneficial  eftect  upon  the  guard  and  tlie 
prisoners.  He  can  inspect  frequently  the  prisons  and  see  that  subordi- 
nate officers  discharge  their  duties  fully,  and  in  the  event  of  any 
I'meute  to  take  prompt  measures  for  quelling  it.  These  would  be 
defeated  if  his  headquarters  were  elsewhere  than  at  the  post.  He  has 
been  heretofore  telegraphed  to  proceed  to  Andersonville,  and  also  that 
he  would  exercise  a  supervision  over  the  officers'  prison  at  Macon. 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Secoud  indorBeuieDt.l 

June  17, 1864. 
Adjutant-General  : 

In  view  of  the  suggestions  of  the  above  indorsement  I  cannot  accord 
the  request  made  by  General  Winder,  but  am  constrained  to  require 


214  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

his  headquarters  and  presence  at  Andersouville.  He  should  likewise 
have  general  supervision  over  the  prisoners  at  Macon,  the  ofQcers  in 
charge  there  reporting  through  him. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  133.  5  Richmond,  June  8, 1864. 

»»*»»*  * 

X.  Col.  J.  A.  Gilmer,  jr.,  Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment, 
is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  and  military  prison  at  Salis- 
bury, N.  C.  He  will  proceed  to  that  place  with  the  least  practicable 
delay  and  relieve  Capt.  G.  W.  Alexander  from  duty  at  said  post. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Mayor's  Office,  Houston,  June  8, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  J,  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  District  of  Texas,  &c. : 

Dear  Sir:  The  board  of  aldermen  of  city  of  Houston,  by  resolutions 
passed  at  their  last  regular  meeting,  have  instructed  nie  to  communicate 
to  you  the  fact  that  the  negroes  and  persons  of  color,  some  thirty  in 
number,  captured  by  the  forces  under  your  command  from  the  enemy 
and  considered  as  prisoners  of  war  are  now  going  at  large  within  the 
city  of  Houston,  mixing  and  associating  with  our  slavfe  population,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Texas  and  to  the  laws  of  the  Confed- 
erate States;  and  they  further  instructed  me  to  request  you  that  these 
persons  be  ordered  by  you  to  be  removed  from  our  midst  to  work  ou 
the  fortifications,  or  that  they  be  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities 
and  to  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary  under  the  State  law.  In  complying 
with  the  wishes  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that 
the  same  matter  was  laid  before  you  by  me  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  that  an  order  was  promptly  issued  from  your  headquarters  order- 
ing the  negroes  spoken  of  to  be  confined.  Subsequently,  however,  that 
order  was  modified  and  partially  revoked,  and  the  "Yankee  negroes" 
are  now  freely  ambulating  within  our  city.  Numerous  complaints  of 
our  best  citizens  have  been  made  to  the  authorities,  and  it  seems  that 
the  whole  community  is  alarmed.  The  most  evil  influence  is  exerted 
by  those  negroes,  who,  most  of  them,  are  intelligent,  shrewd,  and 
capable  to  read  and  write,  and  try  to  obtain  a  mastery  over  our  slave 
population.  It  is  true  a  portion  of  those  negroes  are  employed  by  the 
city  and  are  guarded,  but  they  are  not  under  the  exclusive  control  of 
the  city.  They  are  frequently  sent  for  by  officers  to  do  special  work, 
and  so  the  city  cannot  be  responsible  for  their  conduct.  Most  of  them, 
liowever,  are  employed  as  body  servants  to  different  ofiicers,  and  thus 
enjoy  the  very  best  opportunity  to  obtain  information  and  communi- 
cating the  same  to  our  negroes. 

General,  the  matter  laid  before  you  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  welfare  not  only  of  this  city,  but  to  the  country  at  large,  and  I  deem 
it  my  solemn  duty  to  request  you  to  give  it  your  immediate  attention. 
Tlie  board  of  aldermen  do  not  desire  anythiug  else  but  that  the  negroes 
alluded  to  be  restrained  from  associating  with  our  home  negroes. 
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Whether  they  are  made  to  work  on  the  fortifications  or  be  sent  to  the 
penitentiary  does  not  concern  them.  They  desire  them  placed  in  such 
position  as  tlie  law  provides  and  where  they  can  exert  no  influence 
injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  this  community. 

If  you  should  desire  any  consultation  on  the  subject  with  the  city 
authorities,  we  will  be  liappy  to  wait  on  you  at  such  time  as  you  may 
designate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  ANDERS, 

Mayor. 


Generai.  Orders,  (  Headquarters  Post, 

No.  40.  j  Andersonville,  Ga.,  June  8,  1864, 

I.  In  future  no  citizen  or  soldier  will  employ  any  of  the  paroled 
prisoners  to  do  any  kind  of  work  without  written  permission  from  post 
headquarters. 

II.  In  making  applications  for  the  employment  of  prisoners  to  do  any 
work,  the  applicant  should  state  particularly  what  kind  of  labor  lie 
wishes  the  prisoner  or  prisoners  to  perform. 

By  order  of  A.  W.  Persons,  colonel  commanding,  &c. : 

E.  D.  CHAPMAN, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  June  8, 1864. 
Capt.  W.  J.  Gayer,  Provost-Marshal^  Charleston,  S.  C: 

Captain:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  that  you  send  to  Andersouville,  Ga.,  such  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  Federal  prisoners  left  in  the  hospitals  in  this  city  as  will 
be  designated  by  the  medical  director  of  general  hospitals  as  able  to 
travel. 

For  the  future  no  Federal  prisoner,  except  in  extreme  cases,  will  be 
allowed  to  enter  hospitals  here. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Butler's  Headquarters, 

June  !),  1864— 7. 30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : " 

Communication  through  flag  of  truce  is  cut  off — firstly,  because  of 
a  communication  by  myself  to  Commissioner  Ould  making  inquiry 
whether  negro  soldiers  would  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war  if  cap- 
tured. Secondly,  sent  up  for  wounded  prisoners,  which  they  refused 
to  deliver,  I  having  refused  to  deliver  well  ones  until  that  question  is 
definitely  settled.  Tliis  was  in  obedience  to  my  instructions  from  the 
lieutenant-general.    Major  Mulford,  you  will  see,  therefore,  is  not  in 

faultt 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Ma,jor- General,  Commandinfj. 

Tor  full  text  of  this  conimiinicatiou  sco  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXVI,  Part  III,  p.  717. 
tTliis  in  reply  to  Stanton  of  ,Inne  S,  eomplaiiiiiiK  that  Mulford  bad  failed  to  send 
Richmond  papers;  Hee  Series  I,  Vol.  XX.Wl,  J'art  III,  p.  704. 
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General  Orders,  )       Abjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  50.  (  Eichmond,  June  9, 1864. 

The  followiug  order  is  published  for  the  iuformatiou  of  all  concerned : 

Exchange  Notice  Ko.  10. 

CONKKDEUATK   STATKS   OP  AMERICA,  WAR  DEPARTMKNT, 

liichmond,  Jane  6,  1SG4. 

The  following  notice  is  based  upon  a  recent  declaration  of  exchange  made  by  the 
Federal  authorities,  bearing  date  May  7,  ]864,  and  is  supported  by  valid  Federal 
paroles  on  file  in  my  office :  ^  ,-,-4. 

"Section  1.  All  Confederate  officers  and  men  who  have  been  delivered  at  City 
Point,  Va.,  previous  to  the  1st  of  June,  1864,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  exchanged. 

"  Sec.  2.  All  Confederate  officers  and  men  and  all  civilians  who  have  been  captured 
at  any  place  and  released  on  parole  prior  to  May  7,  1864,  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
exchanged.  This  section,  however,  is  not  intended  to  include  any  officers  or  men 
captured  at  Vicksburg,  July  4,  1863,  except  such  as  were  declared  exchanged  by 
Kxchange  Notices  numbered  6,  7,  and  8." 

'■  RO.  OULD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 


liy  order : 


S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


War  Department,  Eichmond,  Va.,  June  9, 1864. 
Hear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy : 

Sir:  I  will  thaiik  you  to  trausmit  the  accompanying  letter  to  Maj. 
John  E.Mulford,  assistant  agent  of  exchange,  in  charge  of  flag-of-truce 
steamer  New  York.* 

As  it  is  a  paper  of  importance,  relating  to  the  intercourse  of  flag-of 
truce  boats,  1  beg  of  you  the  favor  to  give  such  directions  as  will  insure 
its  speedy  delivery  to  the  officer  to  whom  it  is  directed. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  ExclMnge. 


War  Department,  Eichmond,  Va.,  June  9, 1864. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard  : 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  the  4th  instant  to  General 
S.  Cooper,  relating  to  the  placing  of  torpedoes  below  City  Point,  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion which  I  addressed  to  the  Federal  assistant  agent  of  exchange.* 
That  communication  I  have  this  morning  sent  to  Rear -Admiral  S.  P; 
Lee,  with  a  Avritteu  request  that  he  would  forward  it  forthwith  to  the 
officer  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  This,  of  course,  leaves  you  at  entire 
liberty  to  carry  on  any  plan  of  operations  below  City  Point  wliich  you 
may  think  propei'. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


RiOHMOND,  Va.,  June  9,  1864. 
General  Howell  Cobb,  Macon,  Ga. : 

General  Winder  has  been  ordered  to  Andersonville  to  command  the 
cantonment  of  prisoners  there.    General  S.  Jones,  at  Charleston,  asks 

•See  Junc8.  ]).  211. 
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for  fifty  oflicers  of  rank,  Federal  prisoners,  to  be  sent  to  him  at  Charles- 
ton for  special  use  in  Charleston  during  the  siege.  The  President 
approves  the  application,  and  you  are  desired  to  select  [from]  among 
them  as  far  as  practicable  such  as  have  served  near  Charleston  and  send 
the  number  without  delay  to  General  Jones  under  a  suitable  gaard. 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquaeteks  District  of  Texas,  &c., 

Houston,  June  9,  1864. 
Col.  A.  C.  Jones,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel:  I  herewith  return  the  papers  relating  to  the  political 
prisoners  Peebles,  Baldwin,  and  Hillebraud,  with  the  remarks  that 
their  case  has  been  the  subject  of  conversation  between  Captain  Cone 
and  myself,  and  we  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  they  should  be  sent 
witbout  our  lines.  As  long  as  they  remain  in  custody  their  presence 
will  be  a  constant  source  of  irritation,  while  they  may  at  any  time  effect 
their  escape,  or  be  released  upon  the  repeal  of  the  law  suspending  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  If  permitted  to  remain  in  the  country  they 
would  be  dangerous  men.  If  sent  without  our  lines  they  can  do  no 
more  harm  than  Hamilton,  Davis,  and  others,  as  they  possess  no  infor- 
mation which  would  be  of  value  to  the  enemy,  or  which  could  not  be 
obtained  from  other  sources. 

Upon  the  evidence  which  has  been  developed  against  them  these  men 
cannot  be  convicted  before  the  civil  courts.    But  the  moral  evidences  of 
their  guilt  are  so  strong  that  all  good  men  would  concur  in  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  them  without  our  lines. 
Respectfully. 

JOHN  SATLBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosiire  No.  1.] 

Headqitarteks  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

iShreveport,  La.,  June  5,  i864. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magbuder,  Commanding  District  of  Texas: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  two  communications 
forwarded  by  (lovernor  Murrah  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Peebles  and 
Hillebrand.  These  are  referred  to  you  by  the  direction  of  the  com- 
manding general  in  order  that  such  action  as  is  necessary  may  be  taken 
on  the  subject. 

Tlie  act  providing  for  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  expires  shortly  by  the  terms  of  its  own  limi- 
tation. It  may  be  repealed  even  before  that  time  by  Congress.  These 
men  in  that  event  would  be  discharged  and  either  suffer  violence  at 
the  hands  of  a  mob  or  under  the  protection  of  the  law  which  had 
screened  them  from  punishment  hatch  new  treason. 

Under  the  circumstances  he  desires  you  to  examine  into  the  cases  of 
those  who  are  confined.  Peebles,  Baldwin,  Hillebrand,  and  others, 
and  such  as  these,  would  no  evil  result  to  us  from  their  going  to  the 
enemy,  send  them  iit  once  to  the  blockading  fleet  or  across  the  Kio 
Grande. 

Such  as  it  would  not  be  safe  to  send  beyond  our  lines  report  them  to 
him  and  be  will  make  arrangements  for  sending  them  to  the  Indian 
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Territory.  Those  that  we  send  beyond  our  Hues  may  take  their  families 
and  a  limited  ainoimt  of  baggage,  under  such  restrictions  as  you  may 
impose. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  S.  WEST, 
Captain  and  Asuintant  Adjutant- Geiierul. 

[Inclosuro  No.  2-1 
EUTEBSVILLE  PoST-OfFIOE,  FAYETTE   COUNTY, 

May  15,  1864. 
His  Excellency  Governor  P.  Murbah,  Austin: 

After  having  consulted  personally  learned  men,  friends,  and  others  at 
San  Antonio,  Austin,  and  Houston,  and  e.vhausted  all  means  I  could 
afford  to  relieve  my  husband,  E.  Hillebrand,  from  the  terrible  condition 
in  which  he  is  kept  in  the  county  jail  at  Anderson,  I  apply  again  to 
you,  the  highest  authority  in  the  State.  My  husband's  own  report  of 
his  sufferin  g  has  filled  me  with  the  deepest  anxiety — almost  despair.  He 
is  confined  with  six  others  in  a  small  subterranean  room,  in  which  the 
vitiated  and  infectious  air  is  obliged  to  be  ruinous  to  health  and  life. 
Two  of  his  co-prisoners  have  already  fallen  dangerously  ill,  and  are 
perhaps  dead  by  this  time,  their  disease  being  typhus.  To  judge  from 
his  complaints,  my  husband  is  to  meet  with  the  same  fate,  which  would 
not  only  afflict  but  ruin  myself  and  children.  All  this  I  am  doomed  to 
endure,  though  I  would  swear  a  solemn  oath  that  Mr.  Hillebrand  [has] 
not  violated  any  law ;  that  he  has  committed  no  reproachable  act.  I 
would  be  willing  to  appear  before  our  Redeemer  to  be  judged  for  eter- 
nity with  this  oath  on  my  lips.  General  Magruder  himself  has  told  me 
some  time  ago  he  knew  my  husband  to  be  the  least  guilty  of  the  prison- 
ers, and  he  promised  me  positively  to  release  him  in  two  or  three  weeks. 
He  failed,  however,  to  do  so,  but  sent  him,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  above- 
named  locality,  where  death  is  unavoidable.  Judge- Advocate  Cone 
promised  me  several  times  to  give  me  the  names  of  the  informers  and 
the  particulars  of  the  evidence,  that  I  might  be  able  to  confute  them, 
but  lie  did  not;  only  answered,  "the  evidence  is  strong."  I  sent  him  a 
number  of  aifidavits,  seven  from  those  who  had  been  summoned  but 
were  not  examined  as  witnesses  in  the  late  trial  before  the  supreme 
court  at  Austin.  These  affidavits  refuted  all  the  charge  (I  never  could 
learn  any  other)  that  he  had  excited  the  public  by  speeches  in  meetings, 
«&c.  For  more  than  a  year  and  a  half  Mr.  Hillebrand  has  not  attended 
any  meeting,  and  he  never  made  a  speech  at  all.  Even  Brig.  Gen.  W. 
G.  Wells,  of  La  Grange,  now  captain  of  the  soldiers  guarding  Mr.  Hille- 
brand, promised  me  to  bear  witness  before  any  tribunal  that  he  knew 
Mr.  Hillebrand  for  years  as  a  good,  law-abiding  citizen ;  that  he  found  in 
all  his  inquiries  no  charge  against  him,  but  that  he  had  advised  others 
to  abide  by  the  law  and  to  beware  of  rash  acts.  Mr.  Wells  had  made,  as 
provost-marshal  of  Fayette  County,  the  most  careful  investigation  in 
regard  to  my  husband.  I  annex  some  affida\its  to  this,  and  offer  every 
possible  proof  to  state  the  innocence  of  my  husband,  though  it  cost  the 
last  of  the  little  property  that  is  left  to  me  and  my  children.  No 
tribunal  in  the  world  could  justly  sentence  my  husband  if  I  could  only 
obtain  a  trial  for  him  before  he  dies  in  prison. 

In  the  name  of  humanity,  can  nothing  be  done  to  the  relief  of  the 
innocent  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  children? 
I  sign,  sir,  with  the  profoundest  respect, 

LOUISE  HILLEBRAND. 
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[First  indoi'sement.] 

ExECtTTiVE  Dbpartment,  Austin,  May  23,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  Smith. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  facts,  but  Hillebrand  is  an  old  man  and  yon 
will  judge  of  the  propriety  of  having  his  case  investigated.    I  would 
be  pleased  to  hear  your  determination. 
EespectfuUy, 

P.  MUEKAH. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headqxtarteks  Teans-Mississippi  Dbpaetment, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  5,  1804. 
Referred  to  Major-General  Magrnder  with  instructions  and  letters 
Nos.  3106  and  3107. 
By  command  of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith: 

C.  S.  WEST, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Incloaure  No.  3.] 
OONPIDENTIAL,.]  HdQBS.  TRANS-MISSISSIPPI   DEPARTMENT, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  5,  1864. 
Majoi -General  Mageuder  : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  say  to  you  that 
in  case  yon  conclude  to  send  any  of  tlie  parties  beyond  oui'  lines  that 
the  utmost  secrecy  be  observed,  so  that  they  may  be  kept  in  ignorance 
of  anything  that  might  be  injurious  to  our  cause  and  may  not  be  able 
to  escape,  &c.  If  their  families  desire  to  go,  they  could  be  sent  after 
they  leave.  When  you  have  decided  on  yonr  course,  the  commanding 
general  desires  you  to  notify  Governor  Mnrrah,  as  desired  by  him. 
After  they  are  out  of  the  country  there  will  no  longer  be  any  necessity 
for  secre(!y,  and  he  will,  of  course,  be  responsible  for  their  removal. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,- 

C.  S.  WEST, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Austin,  May  17, 1864. 
His  Excellency  V.  Mxieeah,  Governor  of  Texas  : 

Governor:  Inclosed  you  will  ])ieiise  And  a  letter  addressed  to  me 
at  the  city  of  San  Antonio.  You  will  see  from  the  tenor  of  this  letter, 
written  by  Miss  Maggie  Peebles,  daughter  of  Dr.  R.  R.  Peebles,  political 
prisoner,  that  his  health  is  rapidly  failing  and  unless  something  is  done 
to  ameliorate  his  condition  his  incarceration  will  end  fatally.  I  ask, 
as  the  friend  of  the  family,  that  something  may  be  done,  if  possible,  to 
bring  him  to  trial,  so  that  a  fair  investigation  of  the  case  may  be  had. 
All  that  Doctor  Peebles  has  ever  asked  is  that  any  accusation  that 
was  brought  against  him  may  be  fully  investigated  by  the  civil  author- 
ities, so  that  he  may  answer  as  required  by  law.  I  can  only  add  that 
upon  my  personal  investigation  that  the  situation  of  the  worthy  female 
family  of  Doctor  Peebles  is  beyond  description. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Mcclain, 

Captain,  C.  S.  Army. 
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[First  indorsement  ] 

Executive  Depaetment,  Austiti,  May  20, 1864. 
These  letters  are  respectfully  referred  to  General  Smith  for  his  con- 
sideration and  action.     He  will  appreciate  their  force  and  be  the  best 
judge  of  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  reference  to  a  man  in  the 
condition  of  Doctor  Peebles. 

P.  MUERAH. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquaetebs  Teans-Mississippi  Depaetment, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  5,  1864, 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major- General  Magruder  with  instructions 
and  letters  Nos.  3100  and  3107. 
By  command  of  General  B.  Kirby  Smith : 

C.  S.  WEST, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[luclosure  No.  5. J 

Pleasant  Hill,  April  30,  [1864]. 
Mr.  M.  M.  MoClain: 

My  Deae  Feiend  :  I  received  your  welcome  favor  of  the  22d  instant 
and  was  much  pleased  to  hear  that  you  had  arrived  at  San  Antonio  sate 
and  sound,  though  regret  to  hear  of  your  indisposition;  hope  ere  this 
you  are  entirely  restored  to  health.  I  did  not  intend  to  answer  your 
letter  so  hurriedly,  but  we  have  just  received  news  that  ])a  is  to  be  sent 
to  Tyler.  We  all  start  early  in  the  morning  for  Anderson  in  the  car- 
riage, as  to-morrow  is  Sunday  and  the  cars  do  not  run.  Saurie  and 
ma  are  already  there.  1  went  up  and  remained  a  week ;  found  pa  con- 
fined in  the  jail,  a  place  too  miserable  to  be  described.  His  health  is 
failing  very  fast;  a  few  more  weeks  of  this  cruel  treatment  will  find 
him  in  another  world.  Oh,  how  I  wish  we  could  all  go  together;  this 
■world  has  but  few  charms  for  me.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  die  now, 
and  then  my  troubles  would  be  over.  I  feel  miserable  to-night,  but  feel 
comforted  to  think  no  other  mortals  have  ever  suffered  what  we  have 
during  these  seven  long  weary  months  of  separation,  iso  one  knows 
the  pain  but  those  who  have  experienced  it.  1  am  glad  to  know  that 
you  are  my  friend,  for  some  of  my  old  and  long-tried  friends  have 
proved  false.  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me  for  writing  in  this  strain,  but 
you  know  1  promised  to  keep  you  posted  in  regard  to  our  troubles.  I 
have  no  one  to  talk  to  me  or  advise  me  now;  all  leave  nie  to  act  as 
I  please.  I  may  do  many  things  that  I  will  regret  hereafter,  though 
I  try  for  the  sake  of  my  good  father  to  act  in  the  most  prudent  man- 
ner. When  you  return  from  your  journey  do  come  by  to  see  us,  if 
possible.  Lieutenant  Allen  spent  several  days  here  with  the  girls 
while  I  was  in  Anderson.  Mr.  Fisher  left  yesterday ;  we  miss  him  very 
much.  I  was  truly  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Wilson;  his  poor 
mother  has  suffered  very  much  in  consequence  of  his  absence.  (Japtain 
Reade  went  down  to  Houston  this  morning;  he  has  been  ordered  to 
Bonham.  I  made  his  acquaintance  in  Anderson.  Rach.  is  very  busy 
to-night  making  preparations  to  accompany  ma  to  Tyler,  as  it  is  utterly 
impossible  for  me  to  go.  I  have  grown  so  nervous  lately  that  I  think 
it  best  to  keep  away  from  ma.  1  used  to  have  a  great  deal  of  self-control, 
but  am  sorry  to  say  1  have  lost  all.  It  is  getting  quite  late,  and  as  I 
will  have  to  rise  very  early  in  the  morning  I  will  bid  you  good  night. 
Rachie  joins  me  in  love  to  you. 

MAGGIE. 

P.  S. — Each,  says  try  to  get  acquainted  with  Mr.  Marshall. 
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Washington,  D.  0.,  June  10, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  T.  Copeland, 

Commanding  Military  Prison,  Alton,  III. : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
29th  ultimo  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  Sisters  of  Charity  at  the 
prison  hospital  by  the  orders  of  Colonel  Sweet. 

As  you  will  perceive  by  my  letters  to  Colonel  Sweet  the  employment 
of  these  sisters  has  not  been  authorized  by  me,  and  as  their  services  can 
be  obtained  only  on  unusual  conditions,  viz,  the  renting  and  furnishing 
a  house  for  them  and  the  hire  of  a  servant,  their  continued  employ- 
ment at  the  hospital  is  not  approved. 

There  can  be  found,  I  think,  among  the  prisoners,  taking  those  in 
preference  who  have  expressed  a  desire  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
suitable  men  for  nurses  and  to  do  the  washing  who,  for  the  better  fare 
which  may  be  allowed  them,  would  be  very  glad  to  be  detailed  for  these 
duties. 

If  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  that  female  nurses  should  be 
employed,  please  report  the  number  required,  the  services  they  are  to 
perform,  and  the  compensation  they  should  receive. 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  Sisters  of  Charity  take  advan- 
tage of  their  position  to  carry  information  from  and  to  prisoners  which 
is  contraband,  and  if  this  is  so  they  cannot  under  any  circumstances 
be  employed  at  the  hospital.  Please  furnish  me  a  list  of  the  articles 
purchased  to  furnish  their  house,  with  remarks  to  show  where  they 
now  are. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

*  W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  10, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Commanding  Rock  Island  Barracks,  Rock  Island,  III.  : 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  with  list  of  prisoners  who 
have  expressed  a  desire  to  enter  the  U.  S.  Navy,  is  received.  It  is 
desirable  that  these  men,  and  all  others  who  have  made  application  to 
be  permitted  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  should  be  treated  with  as 
much  kindness  as  possible,  while  at  the  same  time  they  must  be  held 
as  prisoners.  You  will  therefore  place  them  in  barracks  by  themselves 
as  much  isolated  from  other  prisoners  as  practicable;  and  in  all  cases 
where  you  have  to  employ  prisoners  as  laborers,  whether  allowed  com- 
pensation or  not  for  it,  give  these  prisoners  the  detail,  if  they  desire  it. 
When  the  offender  can  be  detected,  punish  severely  any  prisoner  who 
threatens  or  insults  them  in  any  way  for  expressing  a  desire  to  return 
to  their  allegiance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


[June  10,  1804.— For  Draper  to  Hoffman,  reporting  condition  of 
drinking  water  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  see  Series  I.  Vol.  XXXVI,  Part 
in,  p.  739.1 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  June  10, 1864. 
J.  0.  Bradley,  Esq.,  Lacey^s  Spring,  Ala.: 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24tli  ultimo  has  been  received.  There 
is  uo  mode  of  relieving  young  Neal  that  I  know  of.  The  exchanges 
of  prisoners  are  merely  nominal,  embracing  but  a  small  number  at  a 
time,  and  those  selected  with  reference  to  their  inability  to  do  service. 
I  think  this  condition  of  things  will  be  continued  until  the  termination 
of  this  campaign.  Tlie  fault  is  with  the  United  States.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  have  never  favored  exchanges  and  at  this 
time  they  are  astute  in  finding  difficulties  to  doing  so.  Whatever  can 
be  done  on  our  part  has  been  done  and  will  continue  to  be  done  for  the 
relief  of  our  friends. 

Very  respectfully. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Andebsonville,  Ga.,  June  10, 186-1. 
General  A.  R.  Lawton,  Quartermaster- General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  am  in  great  need  of  some 
sheet  iron  to  make  some  baking-pans  to  cook  bread  for  prisoners  of  war 
and  cannot  get  along  at  all  without  it.  I  can  have  the  pans  made  at 
the  ])ost,  if  I  could  only  get  the  iron  and  wire,  much  cheaper  than  they 
could  be  purchased.  Tin  is  entirely  too  expensive,  as  it  burns  out  in  a 
few  weeks.  I  have  tried  everywhere  in  Georgia  to  geffthis  iron,  but 
cannot  succeed  in  finding  any.  Please  give  this  matter  your  immediate 
attention,  as  the  prisoners  are  really  suflering  for  the  want  of  these 
pans.  I  have  built  two  large  bakeries  and  am  now  constructing  a 
third.  We  have  -i:i,000  prisoners  here  and  are  now  extending  the 
stockade,  inclosing  two  more  acres  of  ground.  Please  find  below  mem- 
oranda of  necessary  iron  and  wire. 

Ten  bunches,  twenty-four  sheets  in  bunch,  sheet  iron,  thirty  inches 
by  ten,  sixteenth  inch,  or  as  near  this  width  and  thickness  as  possible. 
Two  coils  No.  8  wire. 

Please  answer  me  by  telegraph  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  should 
you  order  these  things  shipped  from  Richmond  please  have  them  sent 
through  by  exi)ress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Houston,  June  10, 1864. 
His  Honor  William  Anders,  Mayor,  <&c.: 

I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  communication  of  8th  instant  in 
reference  to  the  captured  negroes  now  in  Houston,  and  by  direction  of 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder,  commanding,  &c.,  to  say  that  they  are  pris- 
oners of  war.  Some,  whose  conduct  has  not  been  conspicuously  correct, 
are  under  strict  guard,  others  are  in  charge  of  officers  under  surveil- 
lance, but  of  these  latter  none  are  to  have  any  privileges  except  those 
who  have  behaved  well.  Some  have  been  confined  closely  by  the  com- 
manding general  within  a  few  days.  He  will  give  the  subject  his  early 
attention  and  make  such  arrangements  as  will  prevent  any  injury  to 
the  slaves  of  this  city.    It  is  entirely  beyond  the  power  of  the  city  and 
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State  authorities  to  say  how,  where,  or  on  what  work  these  negroes  shall 
be  employed,  or  in  what  manner  the  commanding  general  may  treat 
prisoners  of  war  so  long  as  he  does  not  violate  the  laws  of  the  city  or 
State.  It  is,  in  the  estimation  of  the  commanding  general,  gratuitous 
on  the  part  of  the  city  authorities  to  request  him  to  put  prisoners  of 
war  to  work  on  the  fortifications,  and  whether  they  do  anything  for 
officers  or  not,  since  there  is  no  State  or  municipal  law  on  the  subject, 
and  does  not  come  properly  within  the  province  of  the  city  authorities 
to  comment  upon,  he  is  the  sole  judge  of  such  service. 

E.  P.  TURNER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington  City,  D.  0.,  June  11, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners: 

Sir  :  It  appears,  per  General  Orders,  No.  397,  dated  War  Depart- 
ment, Adjutant- General's  Office,  Washington,  December  IG,  1863,  that 
Thomas  D.  Armesy,  "  now  or  late  major  in  the  so-called  Confederate 
Army,"  was  sentenced  by  a  military  commission  "to  be  confined  at  hard 
labor  in  Fort  Warren,  near  Boston,  or  such  other  prison  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  may  direct,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,"  upon  a  charge 
of  "  recruiting  men  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces  for  the  so-called 
Confederate  Army."  It  appears  further  that  the  rebel  authorities,  as 
an  act  of  retaliation  for  the  confinement  of  Major  Armesy,  have  caused 
to  be  placed  in  close  confinement  in  a  cell  in  Libby  Prison,  Richmond, 
Maj.  Nathan  Goff,  Fourth  Regiment  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  a  prisoner 
of  war  in  their  hands.  The  above  facts  having  been  laid  before  the 
Secretary  of  War,  he  directs  that  a  rebel  prisoner  of  war,  with  the 
rank  of  major,  be  placed  in  confinement  in  a  cell,  who  is  to  receive 
treatment  in  all  respects  like  that  received  by  Major  Gofl^',  and  that 
information  of  this  order  be  communicated  to  the  rebel  authorities,  as 
soon  as  convenient,  by  the  usual  flag-of-truce  boat  from  Fort  Monroe, 
together  with  the  name  of  the  major  designated  for  confinement  as 
above.  You  will  please  see  that  the  above  order  is  executed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  June  11,  1864. 
Col.  O.  C.  DWIGHT, 

100th  liegiment  N.  Y.  Vols.,  Commissioner  of  Exchange: 

Colonel  :  If  satisfactory  evidence  is  made  to  you  on  the  part  of 
Major-General  Taylor,  commanding  Confederate  forces  in  Western 
Louisiana,  of  the  number  of  soldiers  of  this  command  actually  captured 
by  his  forces,  and  delivered  to  us  on  parole  and  in  good  faith  at  Brashear 
City  and  the  district  of  the  La  Fourche  in  July,  1863,  you  are  author- 
ized to  ratify  such  paroles  and  allow  the  same  in  your  settlement  of 
exchange. 

This  authority  is  given  you  upon  the  understanding  tljat  on  such  rati- 
fication and  allowance  Major-General  Taylor  will  deliver  to  us  the  whole 
excess  of  prisoners  on  iJarole  now  in  his  hands. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  DWIGHT, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Office  Commissaey-Genebal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I>.  C,  June  11,  1864. 
Col.  A.  G.  Draper, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Mary''s,  Point  Lookout,  Md. : 
Colonel:  The  accompanying  estimate  of  Major  Weymouth  is  ap- 
proved with  exception  of  the  himber  for  quarters  in  prisoners'  camp. 
Nine  feet  elevation  from  the  ground  attlie  eaves  for  the  cook-houses  will 
be  soflBcient,  and  six  windows,  with  glass,  in  a  side  is  all  that  can  be 
allowed.  Place  them  in  alternate  intervals,  so  that  they  will  not  be 
opposite  to  each  other.  If  other  windows  are  necessary  for  light  and 
air,  put  no  glass  in  them,  but  let  them  be  closed  when  necessary  by  shut- 
ters put  up  inside  without  hinges.  The  roof  must  be  covered  with  the 
felt-rooflng,  not  shingles.  In  every  way  the  closest  economy  must  be 
studied.  If  the  cook-houses  now  in  use  have  twelve  glazed  windows 
on  a  side  the  sashes  from  one-half  of  them  on  each  side  will  be  used 
for  the  new  cook-houses  and  their  places  be  supplied  by  inside  shutters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  11, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson, 

Provost-Marshal- General  Dept.  of  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  letter  of  instructions,  dated  6th  of  June,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  Gratiot  and  Myrtle  Street  Prisons  and  their  inmates: 

Gratiot  Prison  since  my  last  report  has  undergone  a  most  thorough 
cleaning  and  presents  a  good  appearance.  The  prison  yard  is  washed 
every  day;  has  a  good  drainage,  so  that  the  water  runs  off  at  once  and 
is  soon  dry.  The  kitchen  and  mess  room,  like  the  yard,  are  scrubbed 
daily,  and  no  dirt  is  allowed  to  accumulate.  The  prison  rooms  or  quar- 
ters are  clean  and  healthy,  have  good  ventilation,  and  are  in  every  way 
comfortable.  The  bedding,  consisting  of  straw-flUed  ticks,  with  army 
blankets,  and  in  some  instances  common  bedquilts  (the  property  of 
prisoners,  which  they  are  permitted  to  retain),  is  in  as  good  and  clean 
a  condition  as  is  possible  to  be,  the  straw  being  changed  occasionally 
and  bedding  washed  as  often  as  the  limits  of  the  prison  admit.  The 
prisoners — their  personal  cleanliness:  Each  prisoner  is,  in  addition  to 
his  daily  ablation,  obliged  to  bathe  his  entire  person  once  a  week  in 
the  bath-room  in  the  basement,  which  has  all  the  facilities  for  that 
purpose.  Regular  daily  details  are  made,  and  each  man's  turn  is  sure 
to  come  at  least  once  a  week.  Their  clothing,  like  their  persons,  they 
are  required  to  keep  clean,  and  in  the  bath-room  is  furnished  the  neces- 
sary facilities  for  washing  them,  and  these  means  are  fully  used  by 
them.  The  food,  consisting  of  the  prisoners'  ration,  while  it  does  not 
suit  the  taste  of  some  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  become 
the  recipients  of  our  Government's  bounty  inside  of  stone  walls  and 
iron  bars,  is  of  good  quality,  the  allowed  quantity,  well  cooked,  and  to 
all  but  a  few,  who  would  be  content  with  nothing  short  of  liberty  and 
hotel  fare,  it  gives  satisfaction.  The  sinks,  I  am  pleased  to  state,  are 
kept  cleaner  than  heretofore.  New  means  are  being  adopted  from  day 
to  day  which  add  to  their  cleanliness,  and  I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to 
report  that  perfection,  or  one  of  its  near  relatives,  has  been  reached. 
The  hospital,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  is  in  perfect  order.  It  at 
least  compares  well  with  some  of  the  best  in  the  country.    The  rooms 
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have  the  best  of  veutilation ;  the  policing  is  good,  and  every  attention 
and  care  is  shown  here  that  I  see  in  our  best  hospitals.  The  guards, 
now  furnished  from  the  Tenth  Kansas  Infantry,  are  efficient,  faithful, 
and  orderly.  Most  of  the  prisoners  here  are  rebel  soldiers,  but  a  few 
are  citizens.  Some  two  or  three  attempts  have  been  made  in  various 
ways  of  late  to  escape,  but  owing  to  tlie  vigilance  of  the  keepers  and 
the  guards  they  have  eacb  time  proved  unsuccessful  and  have  tended 
to  increase  the  discipline  and  watchfulness.  In  brief,  the  Gratiot 
Street  Prison  is  kept,  in  every  way,  outside  as  well  as  in,  clean  and 
wholesome,  and  the  prisoners  are  as  comfortable  as  their  condition  as 
prisoners  admits. 

Myrtle  Prison,  in  all  its  details,  is  but  the  rival  of  the  Gratiot.  The 
yard  is  kept  clean  and  is  washed  thoroughly  at  least  once  a  day.  The 
mess  room  and  kitchen  are  well  kept  and  show  no  evidences  of  neglect. 
The  sinks  are  kept  perfectly  clean,  being  so  arranged  that  no  filth  accu- 
mulates, but  passes  at  once  into  the  sewer.  The  prison  rooms  or  quarters 
are  cleaner  and  better  ventilated  than  are  usually  found  in  such  places. 
The  bedding  is  no  less  clean  than  the  quarters.  It  is  aired  from  day  to 
day  and  occasionally  washed.  The  prisoners,  in  their  persons  and 
clothing,  I  find  are  very  much  as  we  find  the  same  class  of  persons 
outside  prison  walls,  but  all  are  required  to  maintain  a  good  degree  of 
cleanliness.  The  food  here  is  of  the  same  quality  and  otherwise  the 
same  as  at  the  Gratiot  Prison.  The  guard  duty  is  performed  in  a  sol- 
dierly manner.  Occasionally  slight  indiscretions  are  observed,  but  are 
promptly  corrected  and,  if  demanding  it,  the  offender  is  punished. 
These  two  prisons,  for  their  accommodations  as  such,  are  kept  in  every 
way  as  perfect  as  could  be  expected.  They  present  more  the  appear- 
ance of  public  charitable  institutions  where  the  needy  are  cared  for  and 
no  labor  asked  in  return  than  they  do  of  prisons.  I  can  see  nothing 
materially  which  can  add  to  the  safety  or  comfort  of  the  prisoners. 
They  are  well  taken  care  of  and,  to  use  their  own  language  (having 
conversed  with  many),  are  better  off'  than  they  could  expect. 
I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  yours, 

ISAAC  GANNETT, 
First  Lieutenant,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry, 

Inspector  of  Military  Prisons. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  ProvostMaeshalGeneeal, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  13, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  with- 
out comment,  the  statements  therein  being  in  accordance  with  my  own 
observation  and  judgment. 

J.  P.  SANDERSON, 

Provost-  Marshal-  General. 


Office  Special  Commissionbe, 
Gamp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  June  11, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir  :  When  I  was  last  in  Washington  I  stated  to  you  that 
there  were  at  Camp  Chase  a  great  number  of  prisoners  who  claimed  to 
be  deserters  from  the  rebel  army  who  ought  to  be  examined,  so  that  the 
honesty  of  their  intentions  and  application  might  be  tested.    You  asked 
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me  to  prepare  a  list  of  such.  The  commandant  of  prison,  with  my  aid 
and  that  of  his  subordinate  oflScials,  has  instituted  a  strict  and,  as  vre 
think,  searching  examination,  and  have  prepared  the  accompanying 
list.*  We  have  caused  to  be  marked  opposite  to  the  names  their  condi- 
tion as  conscripts  and  deserters,  or  merely  deserters.  I  have  examined, 
when  specially  authorized,  many  of  this  class  within  the  past  six  months, 
and  my  iudgment  is  that  at  least  three-fourths  of  them  can  establish 
the  loyalty  of  their  feelings  and  purposes  and  the  integrity  of  their 
character  if  an  opportunity  were  afforded.  I  am  fully  satisfied  from 
the  evidence  1  have  had  that  at  least  the  number  indicated  have  received 
from  the  commandants  at  the  various  localities  at  which  they  have  sur- 
rendered the  promise  of  an  immediate  release  when  they  reached  this 
camp.  It  is  not  strange  that  these  commandants  caused  them  to  be 
sent  to  this  camp,  as  they  have  not  had  the  leisure,  even  if  so  disposed, 
for  testing  the  honesty  of  their  professions.  Many  of  these  prisoners, 
who  have  been  confined  from  three  to  six  months,  with  the  fact  of  their 
having  deserted  admitted,  feel  that  they  have  not  received  the  kiud 
consideration  which  they  fondly  expected  from  a  just  Government. 
Permit  the  suggestion  that  these  men  ought  to  be  allowed  an  examina- 
tion and  the  opportunity  of  presenting  the  best  evidence  which  the 
nature  of  their  cases  allow  of  the  integrity  of  their  applications ;  that 
a  record  should  be  made  of  their  sworn  statements  and  of  such  evi- 
dence as  they  may  be  able  to  furnish ;  that  the  releases  of  such  as  reside 
within  rebel  territory  should  be  conditioned  upon  their  remaining  within 
the  loyal  States  until  the  war  is  over,  and  that  iu  all  cases  where  any 
reasonable  doubt  existed  of  the  integrity  of  their  purposes  bonds 
adjusted  to  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  i)arty  should  be  required. 
I  have  been  fully  convinced  for  the  past  year  (and  iu  this  connection 
the  commandants  of  this  camp  have  concurred)  that  it  would  be  alike 
humane,  politic,  and  just  for  Your  Honor  to  allow  these  men  an  oppor- 
tunity of  having  their  cases  fully  reported  and  adjusted  according  to 
their  merits. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

SAML.  GALLOWAY. 

[First  indorBomeiit.l 

Wae  Department,  June  16, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Hitchcock,  commissioner  for 
the  exchange  of  prisoners. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JA8.  A.  HAEDIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsemeut.] 

WASHlNftTON,  June  17,  1864. 
The  undersigned  has  never  been  informed  as  to  the  authority  of  Judge 
Galloway  to  make  reports  of  this  character,  whether  competent  or  not. 
At  all  events,  the  difficulty  of  determining  the  character  of  the  appli- 
cants for  discharge  makes  it  highly  important  to  defer  acticni  upon  this 
report  for  the  present  to  guard  against  the  chance  of  enlarging  men 
who  might  soon  be  found  in  arms  again  against  the  Government.  The 
men  having  once  been  in  arms  ought  not  to  consider  it  a  particular 
hardship  to  be  restrained  in  their  personal  liberty  while  hostile  oper- 
ations itre  actually  in  progress  in  a  neighboring  State.     Besides,  I  see 

•  Omitted. 
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no  reason  for  acting  in  a  special  case  in  this  matter.    There  are  persons 
similarly  situated,  no  doubt,  at  all  of  the  prisons. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

[Third  iudoraemunt.] 

War  Department,  June  18, 1804. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
The  cases   presented    herein    by  Commissioner  Galloway  will  be 
reserved  for  the  present. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

LOUIS  H.  TELOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  C.  S.  Military  Prison, 

Salisbury,  N.  C,  June  11,  1864. 
Col.  John  Withers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  C.  8.  Army: 
Sir  :  About  twelve  months  ago  several  Yankee  deserters  desired  to 
take  the  oath  of  neutrality.  The  oath  was  admiuistered,  the  prisoners 
were  "released,  and  allowed  to  go  to  work;  they  y)rocured  employment 
near  this  place;  their  conduct  so  far  has  been  unexceptionable.  The 
enrolling  officer  has  recently  conscripted  them.  They  claim  protection 
from  the  Government  in  virtue  of  this  oath.  If  tlie  (Jovernment 
releases  a  man,  he  pledging  himself  to  remain  neutral,  I  do  not  think 
it  just  to  force  him  to  break  the  oath  which  we  have  voluntarily  offered 
him.    The  matter  rests  in  abeyance,  awaiting  your  decision. 

There  are  a  number  of  Yankee  deserters  here,  who  are  an  expense 
and  trouble  to  the  Government  and  the  worst  prisoners  we  have  in  the 
whole  place.  They  request  to  be  sent  to  Andersonville  and  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war.  I  most  heartily  recommend  that  it  be  done.  Shall 
I  do  it? 

Eespectfully, 

G.  W.  ALEXANDER, 

Captain,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

Alexandria,  June  12, 1804. 
Col.  C.  C.  DwiGHT,  U.  S.  Army, 

Acting  Assistant  Inspector-General,  Commissioner,  dec: 
Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  wounded  pris- 
oners whom  I  agreed  to  deliver  to  you  at  Red  River  Landing  will  be  at 
that  place  on  tbe  16th  instant;  certainly  not  later  than  the  17th. 

The  other  prisoners  are  en  route  from  Tyler,  Tex.  (whither  they  had 
been  sent),  to  Shrevei»ort,  and  on  my  return  from  Red  River  Landing 
I  expect  to  find  them  at  this  place,  when  I  will  immediately  convey 
tliem  by  steamers  to  the  point  of  delivery  agreed  upon. 

The  apparent  delay  is  attributable  wholly  to  the  distance  to  be  over- 
come in  their  transportation  by  land  and  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads, 
resulting  from  the  heavy  rains  of  the  past  tliree  weeks. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  M.  LEVY, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Commissioner,  &e. 
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Office  Superintendent  Military  Prison, 

Johnson's  Island,  Ohio,  June  12, 1864. 
Capt.  A.  N.  Mead,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  tlirough  you  from  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners  "to  report  every  Sunday  moniing  the  condition  of 
tbe  prison  and  prisoners,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 
The  condition  of  the  grounds  inside  the  prison  is  good,  being  very  well 
policed.  The  policing  of  the  quarters  is  improved,  but  not  quite  what 
it  should  be;  the  prisoners  being  nearly  all  ofQcers,  makes  it  somewhat 
difficult  to  obtain  the  necessary  amount  of  "dirty  work"  from  them  to 
keep  their  quarters,  mess-rooms,  and  kitchens  in  perfect  order.  The 
sanitary  condition  of  the  prisoners  is  good,  as.  will  be  seen  from  the 
following:  Whole  number  of  prisoners,  2,145;  number  of  sick  in  hos- 
pital, 34;  number  of  deaths  last  week,  0.  A  small  number  of  conva- 
lescents and  light  cases  are  treated  in  quarters. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  SCOYILL, 
Major  128th  Reg.  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry,  Superintendent  of  Prison. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Johnson's  Island,  June  16, 1864. 
This  report  has  been  unavoidably  delayed  to  get  time  for  an  examina- 
tion expected  to  have  been  made  much  earlier.  I  should  have  forwarded 
it  at  once  if  I  had  supposed  that  imperative  duties  would  successively 
interfere.  I  think  the  condition  of  the  prison  is  not  what  it  ought  to 
be  and  might  be  made.  I  allude  to  the  cutting  of  holes  in  the  barracks 
of  the  prisoners  for  light  and  ventilation,  the  most  of  which  occurred 
more  than  a  month  ago;  the  defective  mode  of  supplying  water  and 
the  defective  sinks,  and  the  means  of  preventing  their  becoming  so 
great  a  nuisance  as  they  have  been  and  must  be  again  without  some 
other  plan.  I  shall  make  these  matters  the  subject  of  a  special  report 
soon. 

CHA8.  W.  HILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Provost-Marshal-General's  Office, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  12,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  information  which  I 
deem  of  importance  to  the  Government.    I  have  diligently  collected, 
from  various  sources  and  in  various  ways,  all  I  could  on  the  subject, 
and  transmit  the  same  herewith  to  you. 

Immediately  after  my  assignment  to  the  position  I  now  hold,  in  the 
beginning  of  March  last,  I  obtained  information,  on  the  same  day  from 
several  sources,  so  authenticated  as  to  leave  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
there  existed  a  secret  organization  of  some  kind  among  those  opposed 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  of  a  formidable  and  most  dangerous 
character  to  the  public  peace  and  the  welfare  of  the  Government. 

One  of  these  sources  of  information  was  a  man  named  G.  Byroii 
.Tones,  now  in  Gratiot  Street  Prison,  a  rebel  officer,  and  charged  with 
various  crimes.    He  had  been  arrested  in  Nebraska  and  brought  to 
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Saiut  Joseph  and  there  imprisoned.  While  confined  there  he  gave 
iiiformatiou  to  Messrs.  Strong  and  Parker,  two  eminent  lawyers  of  that 
place  of  undoubted  loyalty,  of  such  a  character  as  to  induce  them  to 
address  me  a  letter,  urging  that  I  should  have  him  brought  to  this  city 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  him  the  information  he  professed  to 
have  and  to  be  ready  to  communicate.  I  complied  with  their  suggestion, 
brought  him  here,  and  after  having  an  interview  with  him,  reduced  to 
writing  the  representations  he  made,  which  will  be  found  annexed, 
marked  A. 

About  the  same  time,  I  think  the  day  of  my  interview  with  Jones, 
two  other  persons  presented  themselves  and  made  representations  in 
many  respects  corroborating  parts  of  those  of  Jones  and  fully  confirm- 
ing the  suspicious  which  had  already  been  aroused  in  my  mind.  Both 
these  persons  had  been  rebel  offlcers,  but  taken  prisoners,  and  had 
been  placed  on  parole  before  I  entered  upon  my  duties.  Entire  secrecy 
as  to  their  identity  being  important  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  success 
of  their  operations,  each  assumed  and  passed  under  a  name  different 
from  his  own,  the  one  as  William  Jones,  and  the  other  as  William 
Stinson.  I  requested  each  to  put  in  writing  their  statements,  and  they 
will  be  found  annexed,  marked  B  and  G. 

About  the  same  time,  but  a  few  days  afterward,  I  had  referred  to 
me  by  you  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  fleid,  commanding  at  Cairo, 
inclosing  several  documents  from  Captain  Talmage,  provost-marshal 
at  Cairo,  giving  some  revelations  made  at  that  place  by  one  calling 
himself  Dr.  Edward  Everett.  A  few  days  later  this  doctor  called  at 
this  ofQce  and  had  an  interview  with  me,  giving  substantially  the 
information  I  already  had  obtained  from  the  different  parties  men- 
tioned. I  was  fully  satisfied  of  his  entire  knowledge  of  the  character 
and  operations  of  this  secret  order  and  had  no  doubt  that  he  could 
make  himself  very  useful  in  exposing  it;  but  the  interview  with  him 
left  anything  but  a  favorable  impression  upon  my  mind  of  his  char- 
acter. I  became  satisfied  that  he  was  wholly  untrustworthy  and 
expected  to  realize  a  speculation  out  ot  his  operations.  I  felt  unwill- 
ing, therefore,  to  repose  confidence  in  him,  being  convinced  in  my  own 
mind  that  his  object  was  purely  mercenary  and  that  he  would  simply 
disclose  a  part  and  then  make  his  way  elsewhere,  probably  to  dispose 
of  further  information  for  a  price.  He  soon  discovered  that  he  could 
not  make  out  of  me  what  he  had  anticipated  and  suddenly  disappeared 
and  I  have  not  heard  from  him  since.  I  annex  the  letter  of  General 
Beid,  and  accompanying  documents,  marked  D. 

Simultaneously  with  the  information  thus  obtained  a  document  fell 
into  my  hands  fiiUy  confirming  all  that  had  been  stated  to  me.  I  annex 
a  copy,  marked  E. 

The  two  paroled  rebel  officers  were  immediately  put  to  work  by  me 
to  ferret  out  the  operations  of  the  secret  order  in  this  department. 
They  were  sent  into  different  parts  of  the  State.  Being  both  members 
of  rebel  secret  organizations — Stinson  belonging  to  that  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Circle,  and  Jones  to  that  of  the  American  Knights — 
they  had  no  diflSculty  in  gaining  access  to  the  lodges  in  the  different 
localities  and  obtaining  such  information  as  I  was  in  search  of.  I 
annex  rei)orts  from  each,  marked  F  and  G. 

Having  started  off'  these  agents  on  their  mission  through  the  depart- 
ment, I  employed  a  thoroughly  reliable  Union  man,  and  somewhat 
famous  scout,  to  make  a  reconnoitering  tour  through  the  northwestern 
counties  of  the  department.  Dropping  his  real  na:me.  and  assuming 
the  garb  and  character  of  one  of  Price's  soldiers,  he  passed  himself  off' 
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as  beiug  on  a  mission  tLrough  the  State  from  his  military  chieftain. 
Being  himself  without  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  or  circumstances 
of  any  such  organization,  and  purposely  refraining,  myself,  from  mak- 
ing it  known  to  him,  or  giving  him  any  clue  to  it,  he  was  obliged  to 
discover  its  existence  from  his  own  shrewd  personal  observations,  and 
thus  afford  me  corroborating  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the  informa- 
tion I  had,  which  he  soon  did,  as  will  be  seen  by  his  report  hereto 
annexed,  as  that  of  David  Wayne,  marked  H. 

My  next  step  was  to  obtain  admission  into  the  city  lodges  for  a  few 
persons  of  undoubted  reliability,  who  could  thus  serve  as  reporters  of 
the  proceedings  of  those  lodges  for  this  office.  In  looking  around  I 
soon  found  several  shrewd  men  in  whom  I  had  confidence  and  upon 
whom  I  knew  I  could  rely.  One  of  them  I  knew  to  be  an  unconditional 
Union  man,  but  who,  owing  to  surrounding  circumstances,  was  univer- 
sally regarded  as  entirely  in  sympathy  with  the  South  and  the  rebel- 
lion by  the  rebel  sympathizers  in  this  city.  I  proposed  to  him  to 
become  a  member  and  keep  me  advised  of  its  proceedings.  After  due 
and  careful  consideration  he  determined  to  undertake  the  difficult  and 
hazardous  task,  and  gained  admission  without  difficulty.  In  doing  so 
he  assumed  the  name  in  all  his  intercourse  and  communications  with 
this  office,  of  William  Taylor.  I  annex  a  statement  of  the  information 
furnished  by  him,  marked  I. 

The  other  was  a  New  England  man  by  birth,  education,  and  habits — 
in  a  word,  a  shrewd,  cool,  cautious,  wide-awake  Yankee — of  undoubted 
fidelity  and  integrity,  and  of  unquestioned  loyalty  and  an  entire  stranger 
in  the  city.  He  obtained  most  valuable  information,  and  so  well  played 
his  part  that  he  was  mistakenly  received  in  one  or  two  instances  as  a 
member  of  the  order  before  beiug  one;  but,  finding  it  to  take  longer 
time  than  I  thought  it  was  proper  to  give  to  enable  him  to  become  a 
member  of  the  order  here,  I  determined  to  change  his  sphere  of  action 
and  transfer  him  to  another  locality  where  he  might  not  only  gain  imme- 
diate admission,  but  obtain  additional  valuable  information.  On  enter- 
ing upon  his  mission  he  assumed  the  name  of  Edward  F.  Hoffman,  and 
the  report  signed  by  that  name  will  be  known  as  his.  I  annex  the  one 
relating  to  his  operations  in  this  city,  marked  K. 

About  this  time  I  received  a  letter  from  the  district  provost-marshal 
at  Saint  Joseph,  stating  that  there  was  a  Confederate  soldier  imprisoned 
there  who  could,  and  appeared  willing  to,  communicate  important 
information.  He  was  immediately  ordered  to  be  brought  to  this  city 
and  examined.  His  sworn  statement  is  that  of  Abraham  N.  McGuire, 
hereto  annexed,  marked  M. 

Having  now,  as  I  thought,  a  sufficient  number  of  active,  reliable  agents 
at  work  in  this  department  to  obtain  all  the  necessary  information,  I 
turned  my  attention  to  other  localities,  and  determined  to  send  several 
persons  to  Louisville,  Ky.  The  first  man  selected  was  Hoffman.  He 
left  here  for  that  city  on  the  1st  or  2d  of  May.  Immediately  on  his 
arrival  there  he  became  "cheek  by  jowl"  with  the  rebels  of  that  city, 
was  promptly  passed  through  the  first  degree  of  the  order,  and  then, 
with  the  proper  credentials  and  certificates,  made  his  way,  as  directed, 
to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where,  but  for  the  mishap  noticed  in  the  reports 
hereto  annexed,  marked  N  and  O,  he  would  have  passed  through  the 
process  of  the  other  degrees  and  [been]  received  into  full  communion. 

A  day  or  two  after  Hoffman's  departure  from  this  city  for  Louisville, 
I  sent  another  agent,  passing  under  the  name  of  James  M.  Forrester, 
to  meet  and  cooperate  with  him  there.  Tliey  were  entire  strangers  to 
each  other.    Forrester  had  been  in  tlie  South,  was  thoroughly  familiar 
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with  Southern  men  and  localities,  and  well  adapted  to  play  his  part  for 
the  occasion.  They  soon  met  with  each  other,  were  f6ted  and  feasted 
by  the  rebels  there,  and  the  result  of  their  labors  in  Louisville,  as  well 
as  Hofl'man's  afterward  in  Indiana,  may  be  seen  in  their  reports  hereto 
annexed,  marked  N  and  O. 

William  Jones,  already  mentioned,  having,  by  the  Ist  of  May,  accom- 
plished a  good  work  in  this  department,  I  determined  to  send  him  on 
a  naission  through  Illinois.  He  went  on  to  Jacksonville,  thence  to 
Springfield,  thence  to  Chicago,  and  from  there  returned  to  this  city. 
The  results  of  his  labors  are  disclosed  in  the  report  hereto  annexed, 
marked  P. 

On  the  return  of  Forrester  ft-om  his  mission  to  Louisville,  I  dispatched 
him  to  Quincy,  111.,  and  the  eastern  part  of  North  Missouri,  visiting 
Hannibal  and  Palmyra.  I  refer  to  his  statement  which  is  annexed, 
marked  PP,  for  the  information  gained  by  him  while  on  this  tour. 

I  have  a  number  of  other  facts  and  communications  in  regard  to  this 
secret  order.  Among  the  letters  received  having  a  bearing  on  this  sub- 
ject and  confirmatory  of  the  existence  of  such  an  order,  I  inclose  two 
anonymous  ones,  which  fix  upon  a  person  therein  named  as  a  member 
of  it.  I  took  the  trouble  to  ascertain  who  that  person  was.  The  party 
employed  to  do  so  has  had  a  number  of  interview  s  and  conversations  with 
him,  the  character  of  which  seems  to  leave  no  doubt  that  he  is  a  mem- 
ber, though  he  stoutly  disclaims  it,  and  has  made  as  yet  no  revelations 
in  regard  to  it.    These  letters  are  marked  Q. 

Having  thus  set  forth  the  nature  of  my  operations  in  ferreting  out 
the  character,  objects,  and  purposes  of  this  secret  organization,  1  may 
here  stop  with  the  narrative  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  brief  resume 
of  the  information  gained  up  to  this  point. 

The  order  is  rigidly  secret,  and  is  known  among  its  members  as  the 
"  Order  of  American  Knights,"  the  initials  of  which  are  written  thus: 
O.  A.  K.  Its  object  and  aim  is  the  overthrow  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  the  creation  of  a  Northwestern  Confederacy.  Professing 
that  the  chosen  oflBcers  of  our  Government  have  usurjjed  authority, 
they  claim  it  not  only  as  an  inherent  right,  but  a  solemn  and  imijerative 
duty,  to  resist  those  functionaries,  and,  if  need  be,  expel  tlieui  by  force. 
It  is  claimed  that  such  resistance  is  not  revolution,  but  solely  the  asser- 
tion of  right.  A  part  of  the  obligation  of  the  order,  of  the  highest 
degree,  is  therefore  as  follows : 

In  accordance  -with  the  principles  npon  which  is  fonndcd  the  American  theory, 
government  can  exercise  only  delegated  power;  hence,  if  those  who  shall  have  been 
chosen  to  administer  the  Government  shall  assume  to  exercise  powers  not  delegated, 
they  should  be  regarded  and  treated  as  usurpers.  The  reference  to  inherent  power 
as  also  to  existing  necessity  on  the  part  of  the  functionary  for  sanction  of  any 
arbitrary  exercise  of  power  by  him,  we  will  not  accept,  in  palliation  or  excuse. 

I  ha  ve  no  very  definite  information  as  to  the  origin  of  this  order.  From 
all  I  can  ascertain,  however,  it  may  be  traced  to  General  Price,  of  the 
rebel  army.  The  order  of  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  which  at 
one  time  was  so  extensive  among  officers  of  the  rebel  army  and  their 
friends  in  the  loyal  States,  having  become  exposed — its  rituals,  signs, 
grips,  &c.,  made  known  to  the  public — it  was  no  doubt  the  wish  of  Gen- 
eral Price  to  unite  those  on  whom  he  lelied  for  cooperation  under  some 
other  organization  not  known  to  the  public.  With  this  view  he  first 
originated  the  so-called  order  of  the  "  Corps  de  Belgique."  He  commis- 
sioned one  William  Douglas  as  his  special  agent  to  visit  this  depart- 
ment, and  in  conjunction  with  Charles  L.  Hunt,  of  this  city,  then  Bel- 
gian consul,  to  carry  out  his  design,  which  was,  ostensibly,  to  locate 
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lauds,  but  really  to  aid  tbe  rebellion.  A  reference  to  the  statement  of 
William  Stinson,  marked  C,  will  throw  more  light  on  this  subject.  I 
may  add  that  Douglas  came  to  this  department,  and  is  known  to  have 
been  in  communication  and  concert  of  action  with  Mr.  Hunt.  Having 
for  some  months  been  on  the  watch  and  pursuit  of  him,  observing  all 
his  movements,  I  iiually  traced  him  from  one  of  Jackmau's  camps  of 
guerrillas,  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  to  this  city,  where  he  was  in  con- 
stant communication  with  Hunt  and  others,  and  after  having  obtained 
money  and  forty  six-shooting  revolvers,  which  he  designed  carrying 
back  to  camp,  he  started  off  on  the  railroad  train  west,  one  night  a  few 
weeks  since,  and  was  arrested  on  the  train  by  two  detectives  whom  I 
sent  for  the  purpose,  and  who  found  in  the  express  car  of  the  same  train 
a  barrel  in  which  the  forty  revolvers  were  safely  packed.  Douglas  is 
now  securely  lodged  in  Gratiot  Street  Prison,  and  his  case  is  being  pre- 
pared for  trial.  I  may  add  that  I  have  good  reason  to  feel  sure  that 
Hunt  purchased  the  revolvers  for  Douglas  from  Beauvais  &  Co.,  which 
firm  has  been  detected  and  arrested  for  their  sales  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion without  permits.  In  still  further  confirmation  of  Hunt's  connection 
with  Douglas'  transactions  1  may  state  the  fact  that  it  is  known  to 
me  that  the  counsel  employed  for  the  defense  of  Douglas  has  been 
employed  by  him. 

Subsequent  to  this  initiatory  movement  of  General  Price  to  establish 
the  "Corps  de  Belgique"  Vallandigham  was  banished  by  our  Govern- 
ment to  tbe  Southern  States,  and  while  at  Eichmond,  the  rebel  capital, 
with  Jeff.  Davis,  the  order  of  "American  Knights"  seems  to  have  had 
its  origin,  he  becoming  the  supreme  commander  of  the  Northern  sec- 
tion, and  Price,  modifying  his  "Corps  de  Belgique"  so  as  to  make  it 
the  Southern  section  of  the  O.  A.  K.,  with  himself  as  supreme  com- 
mander. Vallandigham  was  accordingly  aided  by  the  rebel  Govern- 
ment to  make  his  escape  through  the  blockading  fleet  to  Canada, 
whither  he  fled  to  establish  his  headquarters  as  the  supreme  commander 
of  the  Northern  section  of  the  order,  and  where  he  now  is  as  its  recog- 
nized head.  Soon  after  his  arrival  there  he  had  a  conference  with  the 
master  spirits  of  his  ilk  from  the  various  States,  especially  those  of 
the  West.  I  annex  a  letter  which  has  fallen  into  my  hands,  of  the 
genuineness  of  which  there  is  no  doubt,  from  Christian  Kribben,  esq., 
of  this  city,  which  throws  some  light  on  the  subject,  and  can  leave  no 
doubt  as  to  the  objects  and  purposes  of  the  parties  conferring  with 
him.    The  letter  is  marked  E. 

About  the  1st  of  January  last  Vallandigham,  as  supreme  commander, 
issued  an  address  to  the  different  lodges  throughout  the  States,  of 
which  I  have  obtained  a  copy,  which  discloses  fully  the  traitorous  pur- 
poses of  the  order.  It  is  marked  S,  and  deserves  attention.  It  is  too 
lengthy  to  insert  in  the  body  of  this  report.  I  cannot  refrain,  how- 
ever, ftom  making  some  quotations  from  it  here.    Eead  the  following : 

Brothers !  Again  renew  your  solemn  vows !  Swear  at  your  hearthstones,  at  the 
altars  consecrated  to  your  household  gods !  Swear  in  the  holy  sanctuary  where  your 
fathers  worshiped,  at  their  tomhs  and  by  their  sacred  memories!  "that  I  will  at 
all  times,  if  need  be,  take  up  arms  in  the  cause  of  the  oppressed,  in  my  own  country 
first  of  all,  against  an;y  monatch,  prince,  potentate,  power,  or  government  usurped 
which  may  be  found  m  arms  and  waging  war  against  a  people  or  peoples  who  are 
endeavoring  to  establish,  or  have  inaugurated,  a  government  for  themselves,  of  their 
own  free  choice,  in  accordance  with  and  founded  upon  the  eternal  principles  of  truth ! 
This  I  do  promise,  without  regard  to  the  name,  station,  or  designation  of  the  invad- 
ing power,  whether  it  shall  arise  within  or  come  from  without."  Again,  "that  I 
will  never  take  up  arms  in  behalf  of  any  monarch,  prince,  or  government  which 
does  not  recognize  the  sole  authority  of  power  to  be  the  will  of  the  governed, 
expressly  and  distinctly  declared,  nor  in  any  canse  or  service  as  a  mercenary." 
Thus  have  you  sworn  at  the  altars  of  our  order,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  the 
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brotbei'8  assembled.  Tbe  time  is  near  when  those  vows  must  be  redeemed.  The 
deHpotism  which  has  crushed  us  under  its  iron  heel  so  long  is  the  "government 
usurped,"  which  is  "found  in  arms  and  waging  war  against"  our  noble  States, 
and  would  degrade  them  from  sovereignties  to  the  mean  condition  of  dependencies 
of  a  centralized  power. 

Tbis  extract  is  sufficient  in  itself,  but  I  give  another : 
Sach  picture,  gloomy,  dark,  and  blood-marked,  the  contemplation  of  which  man- 
tles with  the  blnsh  of  shauie  the  cheek  of  manhood,  is  exhibited  upon  every  spot  ot 
our  once  bright  and  beautiful  land  which  has  been  pressed  by  the  vandal  feet  of  the 
Federal  Army.  Brothers!  You,  the  noble,  gallant  men,  citizens  of  the  great  States 
within  the  bonds  of  our  brotherhood  which  are  yet  unscathed  by  the  flames  of  war, 
to  you  I  appeal!  Contemplate  the  picture  thus  but  too  dimly  sketched  and  say, 
while  you  shall  invoke  the  God  of  Truth  and  Justice  to  witness  the  sincerity  of  your 
vows,  "This  picture  shall  not  be  reproduced  upon  our  homes  and  fair  fields." 

Again : 

To  be  prepared  for  the  crisis  now  approaching  we  must  catch  from  afiir  the  earliest 
and  faintest  breathings  of  the  spirit  of  the  storm.  To  be  successful  when  the  storm 
comes  Ave  must  be  watchful,  patient,  brave,  confident,  organized,  armed. 

A  meeting  of  the  general  commanders  of  the  different  States  was  to 
have  been  held  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  22d  of  February  last,  to 
organize  an  outbreak  on  the  10th  of  March,  that  being  the  expected 
occasion  of  the  draft  for  the  raising  of  troops,  but  for  some  reason  or 
other  the  conspirators  became  alarmed,  shrank  from  their  own  under- 
taking, and  finally  postponed  their  meeting  until  consultation  could  be 
had  with  Vallandigham,  the  supreme  commander.  One  of  these  con- 
sultations [took  place]  at  Windsor,  Canada,  in  the  quarters  occupied  by 
Vallandigham,  on  the of  April  last,  at  which  some  thirty-odd  prom- 
inent characters  from  different  States  were  present.  Being  aware  of 
the  intended  meeting  myself,  I  sent  an  agent  to  follow  Charles  L.  Hunt, 
esq.,  then  Belgian  consul  in  this  city,  who  is  grand  commander  of  this 
State,  to  that  convocation.  The  report  of  the  agent  who  followed  him 
is  hereto  annexed,  marked  T.    It  speaks  for  itself. 

Of  the  programme  adopted  at  that  meeting  of  the  supreme  council  I 
may  have  something  to  say,  after  having  presented  to  you  something 
more  of  the  character  of  the  organization — its  degrees  and  rituals.  It 
has  five  degrees.  I  am  in  possession  of  printed  copies  of  all  of  them. 
I  annex  a  copy  of  the  first,  marked  U.  By  reference  to  it  it  will  be  seen 
that  this  is  a  diluted  dose  for  novices.  The  "vulgar  herd"  are  admitted 
into  the  mysteries  of  the  order  only  thus  far,  and,  once  thus  entrapped 
under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath,  they  become  the  blind  and  willing  instru- 
ments of  the  more  intelligent,  who  are  admitted  to  the  second  and  third, 
and  of  the  comparatively  few  who  are  alone  allowed  admission  into  the 
fourth  and  highest.  I  annex  a  printed  copy,  in  pamphlet  form,  with 
blue  cover,  marked  V,  containing  second  and  third  degrees ;  and  an- 
other printed  copy,  also  in  blue  cover,  containing  the  fourth  and  fifth  — 
the  highest  degrees  of  the  order — marked  W.*  I  also  annex  a  printed 
form  of  the  lodge  muster-roll  of  members,  with  written  explanations  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  used,  marked  X. 

I  will  not  here  dilate  on  the  character  of  the  obligations  taken  by  this 
order,  but  refer  to  the  pamphlets  annexed  for  these.  I  may,  however, 
give  the  following  extracts  from  the  obligation  assumed  on  becoming  a 
member  of  the  order,  to  show  the  consequences  denounced  upon  those 
revealing  any  of  its  secrets. 

The  following  is  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  obligation : 

All  this  I  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear  sacredly  to  observe,  perform,  and  'keep, 
with  the  full  knowledge  and  understanding,  and  with  my  full  assent,  that  the  pen- 
alty which  will  follow  a  violation  of  these  my  solemn  vows  v/iUbe  a  shameful  death ! 

*  Not  found. 
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wliilc  my  name  shall  be  cousignod  to  infamy  while  this  sublime  order  shall  Kurvive 
th(!  wrecks  of  time,  and  even  until  the  last  faithful  brother  shall  have  passed  from 
earth  to  his  service  in  the  temple  not  made  with  hands!  Divine  Essence!  and  ye 
men  of  earth!  witness  the  sincerity  of  my  soul  touching  these  my  vows!    Amen! 

A  few  further  remarks  in  regard  to  the  pass- words,  etc.,  of  the  order 
may  not  be  out  of  place  here.  That  of  the  first  degree  is  Nu-oh-lac,  being 
the  word  Calhoun  spelled  backwards.  That  of  the  second  degree  is 
Webster.  The  signal  of  distress  is  Ohone— ohone — ohone.  The  street 
sign  of  recognition  is  given  by  placing  the  hand  of  the  left  arm  on  the 
right  breast  and  raising  the  right  to  an  angle  of  45  degrees,  with  the 
shoulders  on  a  right  line  with  them.  The  grip  is  a  full  grasp  of  the 
hand,  with  the  index  finger  so  extended  as  to  rest  on  the  wrist  of 
the  person  addressed.  The  toe  of  the  person  desiring  to  be  recognized 
is  also  placed  at  the  hollow  of  the  foot  of  the  other. 

Of  course  I  am  unable  to  give  any  more  reliable  information,  either 
as  to  the  character,  objoct,  purpose,  or  strength  of  this  secret  organiza- 
tion than  that  which  I  have  obtained  from  some  of  those  who  belong  to 
it.  I  may  say,  however,  that  such  as  I  have  obtained  I  have  no  doubt 
is  within  the  bounds  of  truth.  At  a  recent  meetiug  of  Wayne  Lodge, 
or  temple,  in  this  city,  I  am  reliably  informed,  the  grand  worthy,  in  liis 
lecture  to  the  newly  initiated  members,  gave  an  account  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  order,  and  its  rapid  progress  in  numbers  and  strength,  in 
which  he  stated  that  there  were  now  in  Missouri  22,000  members ;  in 
Illinois  140,000— of  whom  80,000  were  well  armed  and  organized;  in 
Indiana,  over  100,000 ;  in  Ohio,  80,000— of  whom  50,000  were  armed  and 
well  organized;  in  Kentucky,  from  60,000  to  70,000;  in  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  they  were  already  strong,  and  i-apidly  increas- 
ing; in  Michigan,  Iowa,  and  other  Western  States  not  yet  so  strong, 
but  nevertheless  making  rapid  progress.  In  the  same  address  the 
grand  worthy  senior  also  advised  each  of  the  newly  initiated  members 
to  be  armed,  because  the  time  was  nigh  at  hand  when  they  would  need 
them. 

The  programme  for  operations  agreed  upon  at  the  meeting  of  the 
supreme  council  at  Vallandigham's  headcjuarters  in  Canada,  already 
spoken  of,  seems  to  be,  as  I  gather  from  the  reports  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  some  of  the  local  councils,  as  follows:  Vallandigham  is  to  rep 
resent  his  old  Congressional  district,  in  Ohio,  in  the  Democratic  con- 
vention, to  be  held  at  Chicago  on  the  4th  of  July  next.  He  is  to  go 
there  nolens  volens,  and  hurl  defiance  to  the  authorities  of  the  National 
Government.  While  there  he  is  to  make  a  speech,  proclaiming  open 
resistance  to  the  national  authorities — in  a  word,  he  is  to  inaugurate  a 
rebellion  in  the  free  States.  In  all  this  he  is  to  be  sustained  and  sup- 
ported by  the  order.  The  commanders  of  the  order  in  each  State  are 
to  be  there,  each  with  a  thoroughly  organized  and  fully  armed,  trained 
band,  or  body  guard,  who,  when  they  assemble  there,  are  to  form  an 
army  corps  to  defend  Vallandigham,  and  by  force  of  arms  resist  all 
interference  witli  him.  This  step,  it  is  believed,  will  precipitate  the 
people  in  each  free  State  into  an  armed  conflict  with  each  other,  and  it 
is  to  be  the  signal  to  the  members  of  the  order  throughout  the  States 
to  unite  in  open  resistance  to  the  lawful  authorities.  The  trained 
bands  who  are  thus  to  be  gathered  at  Chicago  are  to  go  there  only  in 
pairs  or  squads,  so  as  to  excite  no  suspicion  in  the  localities  from  which 
they  proceed. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  in  this  connection  state  facts  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge  in  regard  to  the  contest  now  going  on  in  Mr. 
Vallandigiiani's  old  Congressional  district  for  the  election  of  a  delegate 
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to  the  lii)  tioiial  Democratic  convention  at  Chicago.  The  county  conven- 
tions have  been  held,  in  each  of  which  there  has  been  a  violent  contest 
between  Mr.  Vallandigham's  own  friends,  one  set  determinedly  strug- 
gling to  make  him  the  delegate  to  Chicago  and  the  other  violently  resist- 
ing. The  district  convention  will  be  held  at  Hamilton  on  the  15th  of 
the  present  month,  and  a  fierce  struggle  between  the  contending  fac- 
tions will  take  place.  The  more  certainly  to  insure  the  success  of  Val- 
landighani  Ins  friends  have  called  a  grand  mass  meeting  to  be  held  at 
the  same  time  and  place,  and  have  been  at  work  for  several  weeks, 
assisted  m  their  efforts  by  himself  in  Canada,  to  urge  upon  such  lead- 
ers of  the  peace  party  as  Fernando  Wood,  D.  W.  Voorhees,  Alexander 
Long,  Abbe  McMaster,  James  "W.  Wall,  and  others,  to  be  present  to 
address  the  assembly. 

It  is  intended  that  this  mass  meeting  shall  serve  as  the  opening 
demonstration  of  the  peace  party  of  the  country,  and  to  put  in  shape 
and  form  the  objects  and  purposes  it  has  in  view.  I  have  ample  evi- 
dence of  a  confidential  character  from  the  most  reliable  and  undoubted 
sources  of  the  importance  which  Mr.  Vallandigham  and  his  friends 
attach  to  this  meeting  and  to  his  selection  as  delegate  from  the  district 
on  that  occasion;  and  1  propose,  therefore,  to  take  the  precaution  to 
have  a  representative  present  who  will  take  notes  and  furnish  me  a  full 
history  of  the  proceedings.  The  contest  in  the  district  is  not  one  aris- 
ing Ironi  any  personal  opposition  to  Mr.  Vallandighain,  but  a  number 
of  his  long-devoted  and  most  active  friends  are  violently  opposed  to 
his  election,  because,  as  they  allege,  it  would  commit  them  to  his  going 
to  Chicago  or  coming  back  to  the  district,  which  they  think  would  be 
resisted  by  the  Government  and  bring  on  a  collision  which  they  are 
neither  prepared  nor  able  to  resist,  and  would  thus  overwhelm  them 
and  him  in  destruction.  1  refer  you  for  further  information  on  this 
point  to  a  sealed  package,  forwarded  herewith,  containing  statements 
of  a  confidential  character  on  the  subject. 

Before  leaving  this  branch  of  the  subject  I  may  yet  add  that  I  have 
the  best  of  reasons  to  know  that  Mr.  Vallandigham  himself  is  not 
entirely  confident  now  of  his  ability  to  carry  out  the  i)rogramme  agreed 
upon  by  the  supreme  council  of  the  northern  section  of  the  O.  A.  K.  for 
the  opening  demonstration  at  Chicago,  and  that  it  is  now  his  determina- 
tion to  decide  for  himself,  before  the  meeting  of  Chicago  convention, 
whether  he  will  retain  his  present  position  as  the  head  of  the  order  and 
engHge  in  the  movement  at  Chicago  which  he  had  contemplated.  The 
action  of  the  district  convention  at  Hamilton,  on  the  15th  iustant,  will 
no  doubt  go  far  to  influence  his  final  decision.  Should  it  be  against  him 
I  have  reason  to  believe  his  heart  will  fail  him  to  make  any  effort  to 
reach  either  Chicago  or  his  own  district;  but  if  elected  a  delegate  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  make  the  attempt  at  every  hazard,  and  will  be 
sustained  by  all  those  who  are,  to  use  the  language  of  the  order,  "of 
the  household  of  faith." 

Having  thus  given  a  brief  summary  or  hasty  outline  of  the  character, 
purposes,  and  extent  of  this  stupendous  conspiracy,  1  refer  you,  for  more 
minute  details  or  particulars,  to  the  various  documents  which  will 
accomi)any  this  report,  and  now  proceed  to  give  some  account  of  the 
extent  and  operations  of  the  order  in  this  department. 

Under  the  auspices  of  this  secret  organization  a  regular  line  of  smug- 
glers and  mail  carriers  has  been  established  and  is  now  being  carried 
on  from  a  point  on  the  Pacific  Uailroad,  about  fourteen  miles  from  this 
city,  to  Price's  army.  From  the  point  named,  traveling  only  by  night, 
and  with  horses  and  pack  mules,  they  pass  to  MattOx  MUls,  on  the 
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Meramec  River;  thence  past  Mineral  Point  to  Webster;  thence  to  a 
point  fifteen  miles  below  Van  Bureu,  where  they  cross  the  Black  Eiver, 
and  thence  to  the  rebel  lines.  Many  of  these  mails,  under  the  same 
ausjiices,  are  gathered  and  sent  away  from  this  city,  as  well  as  those 
Ironi  the  rebel  army  brought  here.  In  many  instances  rebel  women — 
some  of  them  of  character  and  standing  in  society,  and  not  a  few  of 
them  outwardly  professing  to  be  loyal — are  engaged  in  the  treasonable 
work  of  receiving  and  forwarding  these  mails.  Miss  Woods  and  Miss 
Cassel,  both  now  under  arrest  and  in  prison,  have  been  engaged  or  used 
as  instruments  of  the  order  in  this  respect,  and  the  investigations  and 
evidence  obtained  in  regard  to  them  has  brought  to  my  knowledge  the 
names  of  a  number  of  their  sex  in  this  city  who  were  engaged  with  them 
in  the  work,  and  who,  if  tliey  do  not  voluntarily  exile  themselves,  may 
have  to  be  arrested  and  imprisoned — if  not  for  punishment,  as  they 
deserve,  to  prevent  them  from  going  further,  to  the  public  injury. 

As  already  stated,  the  graud  commander  of  the  order  in  this  State 
is  Charles  L.  Hunt,  the  Belgian  consul,  recently  repudiated  by  the 
President,  who,  I  have  reason  to  be  satisfied,  is  the  secret  military,  polit- 
ical, and  financial  agent  of  the  rebel  General  Price,  and  in  constant 
communication  with  him.  He  is  actively  assisted  by  Charles  E.  Dunn, 
who  holds  the  position  of  superintendent  of  public  lamps  of  this  city, 
and  is  also  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  supreme  council  of  the 
order  in  this  State.  I  annex  hereto  a  list,  marked  T,  of  some  of  the 
leading  and  most  active  members  in  this  city  and  State,  and  also  a  list 
of  some  members  in  other  States.  Many  of  those  named  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  are  under  bonds.  All  those  marked  with  a 
star  are  under  arrest  and  imprisoned  or  paroled  on  bond  and  security. 

A  number  of  these  have  been  examined  under  oath,  and  not  one  of 
them  has  yet  acknowledged  his  knowledge  or  membership  of  such  a 
secret  order,  though  I  have  ample  evidence  of  an  irrefutable  character 
to  the  contrary.  An  order  whose  members  and  proceedings  are  so 
sacredly  concealed  from  the  public  knowledge  that  its  members,  even 
when  testifying  under  oath,  will  not  and  dare  not  tell  the  truth  in  regard 
to  their  knowledge  of  it,  is,  it  may  be  readily  supposed,  not  easily 
exposed.  With  all  the  advantages  I  have  had  I  have  experienced 
great  diflBculty  to  obtain  the  real  truth  in  regard  to  it.  One  of  its  main 
features  is,  in  truth,  a  deliberate  system  of  falsehood  and  deception. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  extend  this  report,  already  so  prolix,  to 
present  to  you  further  particulars  of  the  diabolical  purposes  of  this 
order.  I  cannot  refrain,  however,  from  calling  your  attention  to  the 
annexed  report  of  William  Taylor,  marked  I,  who  it  will  be  seen 
states  that  at  a  recent  meeting  of  a  council  or  lodge,  at  the  corner  of 
O'Fallon  and  Broadway,  over  which  Doctor  Shore  presided,  a  member 
named  Harris  made  the  murderous  proposition  to  appoint  a  secret  police 
to  patrol  the  streets  of  this  city  every  night  and  kill  every  soldier  and 
detective  that  might  be  encountered  and  could  be  disposed  of.  Though 
this  hellish  proposition  was  coolly  and  boldly  made,  at  a  meeting 
attended  by  over  a  hundred  members,  it  was  deliberately  received, 
considered,  and  discussed,  without  a  single  voice  being  raised  in  con- 
demnation of  its  atrocious  character.  Several  opposed  it,  it  is  true, 
and  it  was  finally  dropped,  but  not  because  of  its  heinousness,  and 
only  because  the  general  sentiment  of  those  present  seemed  to  be  that 
such  action  would  be  premature  and  that  the  order  was  not  yet  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  make  public  its  real  aims.  I  specially  refer  to  this 
particular  incident  in  the  proceedings  of  one  of  the  lodges  as  illustrative 
and  corroborative  of  the  bold  character  and  designs  of  the  order. 
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Though  no  such  attempts  have  yet  been  made  in  this  city,  so  far  as  I 
know,  the  recent  numerous  cold-blooded  assassinations  of  military  offi- 
cers and  unconditional  Union  men  throughout  the  military  district  of 
North  Missouri,  especially  along  the  western  border,  aftbrds  to  my  mind 
proof  conclusive  that  the  order  is  there  fully  in  motion  and  working  out 
its  fiendish  purposes. 

In  still  further  corroboration  of  the  active  workings  of  the  order  in 
this  department  I  may  refer  to  a  speech  made  by  Major  Harris,  of 
Cooper  County,  in  one  of  the  lodges  in  this  city,  at  the  corner  of  Web- 
ster and  Fifth  streets,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  May.  He  stated, 
as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  additional  statement  of  William 
Taylor,  marked  Z,  that  he  had  been  traveling  through  Illinois  and  over 
the  northern  district  of  Missouri  and  gave  a  glowing  account  of  the 
prosperous  and  active  condition  of  the  order  wherever  he  had  been. 
He  seems  to  have  found  fault  with  what  he  regarded  as  the  lethargic 
condition  of  their  friends  in  this  city.  The  men  belonging  to  the  order 
here  were  not  the  material,  he  thought,  that  was  to  be  found  in  the 
counties  of  Callaway,  Boone,  Howard,  Chariton,  and  Cooper.  There 
they  were  active  and  energetic,  and  the  greatest  difficulty  experienced 
by  the  officers  in  those  counties  was  to  restrain  the  members  of  the 
order  from  rising  before  the  proper  opportunity  arrives.  He  had  found 
the  same  difficulty  to  exist  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  he  most  urgently 
warned  them  to  take  no  hasty  steps,  but  wait  the  official  notice  for 
action  from  the  grand  commander  of  the  State.  He  spoke  of  General 
Price  in  the  most  eulogistic  terms,  and  said  he  had  been  in  constant 
direct  communication  with  him,  Marmaduke,  and  the  rebels  in  Arkan- 
sas. He  expected  and  looked  soon  for  a  raid  from  Marmaduke  into 
Northern  Missouri.  When  he  came  he  should  be  hailed  and  supported 
as  a  friend  and  savior,  but  until  official  notice  of  his  appearance  was 
given  none  should  attempt  armed  aggressive  movements.  He  referred 
minutely  to  the  condition  of  North  Missouri — said  that  all  the  U.  S. 
troops  had  been  sent  off  to  the  front  and  that  the  enrolled  militia 
would  amount  to  nothing.  He  looked  nx>on  the  raid,  therefore,  as  an 
easy  matter,  said  that  200  Southern  men  could  even  now  march  from 
the  Kansas  line  to  the  Mississippi  and  take  all  the  U.  S.  troops  sta- 
tioned in  the  district,  so  small  were  the  garrisons  of  Government 
troops.  He  went  on  to  give  detailed  accounts  of  the  posts  where  the 
U.  S.  troops  were  stationed  and  the  number  at  each,  also  the  points  of 
easy  access  and  passage  where  none  are  stationed,  thus  showing  the 
minute  details  to  which  the  order  gives  its  attention  and  the  powerful 
lever  it  may  wield  to  interfere  with  and  defeat  military  operations. 

This  order  is  also  used  for  the  circulation  of  books,  documents,  and 
publications  of  various  kinds,  inculcating  rebel  views  and  sentiments. 
Agents  belonging  to  the  order  are  employed  in  various  States  for  this 
purpose,  and,  from  all  I  can  learn  from  my  agents,  immense  num- 
bers of  these  publications  are  being  circulated.  Prominent  among 
those  so  circulated  are  the  following:  Pollard's  Southern  History  of 
the  War;  Official  Reports  of  the  Confederate  Government;  Life  of 
Stonewall  Jackson;  Articles  from  the  Metropolitan  Record,  in  pamph- 
let form ;  Revelations — or  the  Companion  of  the  New  Gospel  of  Peace, 
according  to  Abraham;  Book  of  the  Prophet  Stephen,  son  of  Douglas; 
Abraham  Africanus — the  Mysteries  of  the  White  House;  The  Lin- 
coln Catechism — or  A  Guide  to  the  Presidential  Election  of  1864;  and 
a  work  of  Marvinia  T.  Triga,  entitled  Indestructible  Organics,  the 
object  of  which  is  a  defense  of  slavery,  and  the  advocacy  of  an  armis- 
tice between  the  United  States  and  the  rebel  Government.  (See  rec^ui- 
sition  annexed,  marked  XY.) 


238  PRISONEES   OF    WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

This  order  ia  in  truth  the  great  lever  used  by  the  rebel  Government 
for  its  army  operations.  Members  of  the  Southern  section  of  it,  which 
is  under  the  control  of  General  Pric3,  can  meet  and  confer  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Northern  section  under  the  control  of  Vallandigham  with 
perfect  impunity.  They  can  meet  as  strangers,  and  yet  recognize  each 
other,  and  can  confer  with  each  other,  even  in  public  places,  without 
danger  of  publicity  or  exposure.  This  department  is  filled  with  rebel 
spies,  all  of  whom  belong  to  the  order.  They  come  here,  professedly 
as  deserters  from  Price's  army,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  then 
go  to  work  to  organize  lodges  and  engage  in  forwarding  to  Price  con- 
traband supplies.  This,  I  am  satisfied,  is  the  result  of  a  well-settled 
policy  of  the  rebel  authorities.  These  men  are  given  furloughs,  or 
leaves  of  absence,  for  the  express  purpose  of  thus  operating.  Of  course 
they  are  more  dangerous  and  able  to  accomplish  far  more  fnjury  in 
results  than  an  organized  and  armed  rebel  army  ten  times  their  num- 
bers in  strength  possibly  could. 

Another  means  of  immense  power  for  rebel  operations  which  this 
order  aflords  is  the  early  and  perfectly  safe  communication  of  important 
information  between  different  places.  On  this  point  I  can  speak  from 
my  own  knowledge  and  from  my  own  experience.  I  have  repeatedly 
had  information,  which  I  obtained  from  my  agents,  who  are  members  of 
the  order,  several  days  before  those  not  belonging  to  it  or  the  public 
had  any  knowledge  of  it.  For  instance,  the  lale  retrograde  movement 
of  General  Steele's  array  from  Camden  to  Little  Eock,  Ark.,  was  made 
known  to  me  in  this  way  three  days  before  the  intelligence  reached 
here  and  was  made  known  to  the  public.  So,  again,  information  of  the 
contemplated  raid  of  John  Morgan  into  Kentucky,  which  is  now  in  full 
realization,  was  communicated  to  me  at  least  ten  days  or  two  weeks 
ago.  I  was  at  the  same  time  informed  that  his  appearance  in  Kentucky 
would  be  the  signal  for  the  uprising  of  the  members  of  the  order  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  State  to  aid  and  assist  him  in  whatever  way  they 
could.  The  intelligence  which  has  reached  us  by  telegraphic  dispatches 
seems  to  verify  the  predictions  thus  made  known  and  which  came  direct 
from  members  of  the  order. 

I  have  taken  the  precaution  to  make  such  arrangements,  in  the  event 
of  the  Government  at  Washington  desiring  to  take  immediate  effective 
measures  to  capture  the  leading  master  spirits  and  break  up  this  order 
in  the  loyal  States  on  receiving  the  information  contained  in  this  report, 
to  have  at  different  points  reliable  persons  who  are  in  the  order  and 
through  whom  the  object  may  be  accomplished. 

At  Cincinnati  I  have  an  agent  who  is  a  member  and  making  himself 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  order  in 
Kentucky  and  Ohio,and  also  as  far  as  he  can  in  Michigan.  Eis  instruc- 
tions are  to  proceed,  after  having  obtained  all  the  information  that  is  to 
be  gained  at  that  point,  to  Detroit,  ascertain  the  condition  of  things 
there,  and  keep  me  advised  of  them  and  of  his  movements  from  place 
to  place.    I  annex  some  of  his  letters,  marked  ZZ. 

At  New  York,  Capt.  J.  B.  Devoe,  U.  S.  Navy,  is  fully  aware  of  its 
existence  and  is  having  a  close  watch  upon  its  movements.  He  has 
with  him  several  of  the  agents  through  whose  efforts  I  have  obtained 
much  of  my  information  in  regard  to  it  here.  Though  he  has  not  made 
a  full  report  of  his  discoveries  there  enough  has  already  been  found 
out  from  liim  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  existence  and  active  operations 
there.  Discoveries  have  also  been  made  by  him  which  conclusively 
establish,  in  my  mind,  that  the  Abbe  McMaster  is  one  of  the  master 
spirits  of  the  order  in  that  city  and  that  the  person  referred  to  by  my 
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agent,  Edward  Betty — whom  I  sent  to  follow  Hunt  from  this  city  to 
Detroit,  when  attending  the  supreme  council  at  Vallaudigham's  head- 
quarters in  Canada — as  having  entered  his  name  at  the  hotel  in  Detroit 
as  "A.  James,  New  York,"  was  no  other  than  McMaster. 

I  call  attention,  also,  to  the  report  of  Captain  Devoe,  annexed  hereto, 
marked  ZZZ,  giving  an  account  of  the  existence  of  another  secret  order, 
known  as  the  "McClellau  Minute  Men,"  which,  in  some  respects,  does 
not  differ  in  its  features  from  the  O.  A.  K.,  but  having  for  its  professed 
object  a  support  of  the  war  policy,  while  the  other  is  in  opposition  to 
it.  It  is  a  significant  fact  that  the  recent  call  for  a  so-called  conserva- 
tive national  convention  at  Chicago  at  the  same  time  fixed  for  the 
Democratic  is  signed  by  Mr.  Stevens,  who  is  the  chief  secretary  of  this 
order. 

I  have  also  ordered  a  thoroughly  reliable  man,  who  has  given  much 
information  in  regard  to  its  movements  in  this  city,  to  proceed  to  Chi- 
cago, to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  action  of  the  order 
there,  and  to  remain  there  until  the  meeting  of  the  national  Democratic 
convention.  I  have  several  others,  also  members  of  it,  traveling 
through  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Michi- 
gan, whose  services  will  prove  valuable  in  case  a  simultaneous  demon- 
stration shall  be  made  upon  it  at  a  given  time  or  signal. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SANDERSON, 
Provost-Marshal- General  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

A. 

G.  Byron  Jones  says :  I  crossed  the  river  into  North  Missouri  the  lat- 
ter part  of  April,  1863,  as  well  as  I  remember,  my  object  being  to  recruit 
for  the  Confederate  Army.  When  I  arrived  there  I  met  one  Helmore 
Howerson,  in  Buchanan  County,  who  informed  me  that  the  recruiting 
business  was  already  in  progress,  by  one  George  Calvert  and  others,  and 
exhibited  to  me  one  commission,  authorizing  him  to  recruit  a  company 
of  125  men,  and  stated  to  me  that  one  T.  J.  Bracken,  of  Kushville, 
was  engaged  in  recruiting  jointly  with  him :  that  they  had  then  about 
sixty  men  recruited.  Some  days  afterward  I  went  to  the  river  at  his 
request  to  see  about  crossing  the  recruits,  and  on  my  return  I  was  in- 
formed by  him  that  there  had  been  a  mistake  made  by  Calvert  and 
others  in  Gentry  County,  io  consequence  of  which  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  delay  any  movement  that  would  betray  our  intentions.  We 
kept  on  recruiting  until  some  time  in  May  or  beginning  of  June,  when 
one  Col.  J.  0.  C.  Thornton,  a  Confederate  ofUcer  wearing  the  uni- 
form, came  into  that  neighborhood  and  visited  some  portions  of  Buch- 
anan County,  after  which  hereturned  to  Platte  and  commis.sioned  one 
man  in  each  township  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  for  the  Confed- 
erate Army.  He  went  from  there  to  Clay  County.  What  he  did  there 
I  do  not  know,  but  was  informed  he  got  some  recruits.  Colonel  Thorn- 
ton gave  orders  to  all  the  recruiting  ofiicers  not  to  make  any  move 
with  the  recruits  until  such  time  as  he  would  order  them. 

I  then  returned  to  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  waited  several  days 
to  get  information  from  General  Shelby,  but  could  not  receive  any. 
Despairing  of  Shelby's  aid  and  succor  I  communicated  with  Colonel 
McFerran,  commanding  at  Lexington,  proposing  to  surrender.  Receiv- 
ing no  satisfactory  encouragement  I  proceeded  to  Saint  Joseph,  and  was 
there  informed  by  friends  that  if  I  had  surrendered  1  would  have  to  join 
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the  Federal  Army.    Not  desiring  to  do  that  I  tried  to  get  South,  but  fail 
ing  to  succeed  in  that  I  started  North  and  got  into  Nebraska,  where  I 
met  Col.  Jeff.  Pattou,  who  was  on  his  way  to  Texas  by  way  of  Denver 
City,  and  I  made  up  my  mind  to  go  with  him.    It  is  proper  here  to 
remark  that  I  passed  under  the  name  of  James  C.  Johnston. 

About  that  time  there  was  a  reward  offered  in  Missouri  for  a  man 
named  Johnston,  and  Lieut.  T.  J.  Bracken  having  learned  my  where- 
abouts, came  there,  arrested  me  and  brought  me  to  Saint  Joseph,  where 
I  was  committed  to  prison;  I  may  here  say  that  I  first  knew  Bracken 
previous  to  the  war,  and  he  was  afterward  with  me  in  the  same  army, 
General  Steen's  division,  at  the  battle  of  Lexington.  When  I  first 
knew  of  him  as  a  recruiting  oflScer  for  the  Confederate  Army  in  the 
spring  of  1863,  he  was  not  yet  a  lieutenant  in  the  Paw  Paw  organ- 
ization. About  the  time  I  left  Missouri,  some  time  in  the  fall,  all  the 
men  recruited  for  the  Confederate  service  as  aforesaid,  or  nearly  so, 
and  a  portion  of  the  recruiting  oflQcers,  tumbled  into  the  Paw  Paw 
organization  then  being  gotten  up,  and  among  the  number  was  Bracken, 
who,  by  the  time  he  arrested  me,  had  become  a  lieutenant  in  it.  On 
my  imprisonment  at  Saint  Joseph  I  published  a  letter  in  the  Saint 
Joseph  Tribune  exposing  the  Paw  Paw  organization  and  disclosing 
what  I  knew  of  its  character  and  denouncing  its  members  as  bad 
men.  On  the  head  of  this  I  received  a  communication  from  Platte  City 
and  Camden  Point  advising  me  to  be  still  and  say  nothing;  that  I 
would  be  sent  to  Alton  in  all  probability,  to  be  kept  there  during  the 
war ;  that  when  I  arrived  at  Alton  there  would  not  be  any  trouble  to  be 
released,  and  need  not  have  any  fears  of  being  kept  there;  intimating 
that  money  would  be  furnished  to  assist  me  in  getting  away  from  there. 
One  of  these  was  from  James  Spratt,  at  Platte  City,  and  the  other  from 
John  Daniels,  at  Camden  Point,  both  of  whom,  I  believe,  belong  to  the 
Paw  Paws.  Another  communication  was  brought  me  by  Budd  Rich- 
ardson and  Green  Hackett,  stating  that  a  dispatch  had  just  arrived 
from  the  South,  borne  by  Helmore  Howerson,  aforesaid,  and  that  the 
Paw  Paws  were  all  right. 

It  is  proper  to  add  here  that  though  Bracken  knew  I  was  aware  of 
the  fact  that  he  had  been  in  the  Confederate  Army,  left  it,  and  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  he  had  no  idea  of  my  knowledge  of  his  recruiting  for 
the  Confederate  Army  afterward  when  he  arrested  me. 

Bracken,  on  one  occasion,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  of  mine  whether  he 
knew  Perry  McVey,  then  and  now  in  the  Missouri  Twelfth,  replied  he 
did;  and  said  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  McVey  turn  radical,  for 
if  he  did  he  would  know  enough  to  hang  him  (Bracken).  Col.  J.  C.  C. 
Thornton,  spoken  of  as  tlie  officer  issuing  the  commissions  to  recruit,  is 
a  brother-in-law  of  Col.  J.  H.  Moss,  of  the  Paw  Paw  militia.  He  has  been 
and  is  now  in  that  locality,  having  his  headquarters  in  Clay  County, 
and  being  near  at  hand  to  assume  command  and  assist  the  Paw  Paws 
to  escape  from  any  enforcement  of  the  draft  upon  them.  About  the 
15th  of  March  Confederate  forces  are  to  concentrate  upon  Lexington 
for  this  purpose.  There  are  now,  it  is  represented,  1,000  of  them  in 
Jackson  and  Fayette  Counties. 

A  majority  of  the  Paw  Paws  belong  to  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Circle.  The  facts  here  recited  can  be  established  by  the  testimony  of 
witnesses,  whose  names  I  can  furnish  if  brought  here  to  testify,  and  not 
allowed  time  to  confer  with  each  other  as  to  the  testimony  they  shall 
give,  being  all  or  most  of  them  members  of  the  Golden  Circle. 

The  foregoing  statement  reduced  to  writing  by  J.  P.  Sanderson 
provost-marshal-general.  ' 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.        241 

B. 

Jacksonville,  III.,  May  7, 1864. 
I  arrived  here  ou  yesterday  morning.  There  is  no  O.  A.  K.  liere. 
There  is  one  in  the  county.  Have  the  names  of  some  prominent  mem- 
bers in  S|»ringfield.  Will  visit  them  to  day  and  remain  there  until 
Monday,  wlieii  I  will  go  to  Chicago.  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you 
there.  Hope  my  trip  will  be  a  success,  but  as  yet  no  chance  to  buy 
any  horses. 

WILLIAM  JONES. 

Springfield,  III.,  May  8, 1864. 
I  reached  here  on  yesterday  morning.  I  found  some  of  the  friends  of 
whom  I  spoke  in  my  last,  and  heard  of  others,  and  among  them  are  the 
mayor  of  the  city,  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  other  high  oflScials,  I  have, 
the  names  of  some  friends  in  Chicago,  where  I  go  to-night.  Will  stop 
here  a  day  or  two  on  my  return,  as  I  deem  it  best,  for  prudential  motives, 
to  have  my  business  appear  just  ahead  of  me.  Will  do  the  best  I  can, 
and  hope  to  be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  my  trip  on  my 
return,  which  will  be  in  about  a  week  unless  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  JONES. 

C. 

Saint  Louis,  Mc,  May  14,  I8f>4. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  Provost-Marshal-General: 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  hereby  submit  a  report  of 
the  origin,  signs,  and  objects  of  Southern  League  or  Corps  de  Belgique. 

Orif/in. — The  order  of  the  K.  G.  C,  which  at  one  time  was  co-exten- 
sive with  the  officers  of  the  rebel  army  and  their  friends  in  the  North, 
and  having  been  exposed  several  times,  Major-General  Price,  of  the 
rebel  army,  wishing  to  more  flrmly  unite  his  friends  in  Missouri, 
originated  the  order  of  the  Corps  de  Belgique  for  that  jjurpose,  and 
commissioned  one  William  Douglas  as  his  special  agent,  in  connection 
with  the  Belgian  consul  in  this  city,  to  carry  out  his  designs,  ostensibly 
to  locate  lands,  which  is  their  language  for  swearing  men  into  the 
service  of  the  rebel  army. 

Signs. — Hailing  sign — stand  erect  with  the  arms  folded.  Answered 
in  the  same  way,  with  "Do  you  take  that  position  to  taunt  me?" 
Answer,  "Do  you  understand  me?"  at  the  same  time  extending  the 
right  hand,  clasping  in  the  ordinary  manner,  except  the  forefinger  is 
extended  on  the  wrist. 

Object. — To  unite  those  of  the  rebels  in  the  State  of  Missouri  who  are 
willing,  should  an  opportunity  occur  (which  they  anticipate  this  sum- 
mer), to  take  up  arms  against  the  United  States  Government  and  assist 
the  rebels. 

The  members  of  this  order  are  sworn  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
Southern  Confederacy;  if  possible,  to  resist  a  draft,  and  if  drafted, 
they  are  to  desert  the  first  opportunity  and  go  to  the  enemy. 

My  evidence  implicating  the  Belgian  consul  is  twofold — first,  all  the 
commissions  I  have  seen  are  headed  "  Diplomat  de  Belgique ; "  secondly, 
positive  assurance  from  Dr.  M.  C.  McCamey,  one  of  the  accredited 
agents. 

The  above  report  is  respectfully  submitted  by  vours,  &c., 

WILLIAM  STINSON. 

16  R   R— SERIES   II,  VOL   VII 
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D. 

Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  III,,  March  8, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
General  :  Inclosed  I  send  you  some  papers  in  relation  to  an  organ- 
ization which  it  is  said  supersedes  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle, 
and  whose  members  are  sworn  to  use  their  eflbrts  to  get  up  a  rebellion 
in  the  Northwest. 

The  revelations  in  relation  to  this  matter  are  made  by  a  man  who 
(ialls  himself  Dr.  Edward  Everett,  probably  an  assumed  name,  and  he 
is  probably  a  great  rascal  and  not  very  communicative,  but  says  he  got 
into  the  matter  by  having  married  a  Southern  wife  whose  friends 
belonged  to  the  organization.  He  was  probably  frightened  into  mak- 
ing the  revelation  from  the  fact  that  he  had  committed  himself  to  one 
of  our  detectives  and  feared  an  arrest,  and  concluded  to  make  a  clean 
breast  of  it.  He  promises  to  report  to  you,  and  I  will  give  him  a  letter 
to  you  and  you  may  be  able  to  gain  further  information  from  him. 
There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  but  that  there  is  a  regular  line  from  Saint 
Louis  to  Price's  army  carrying  rebel  mail  and  contraband  goods.  I 
sent  a  man  to  Saint  Louis  with  the  doctor  to  be  initiated,  who  confirms 
most  of  what  he  says  but  did  not  succeed  in  being  initiated  on  account 
of  their  getting  alarmed  from  some  cause. 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  T.  REID, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosures.] 

Cairo,  III.,  February  18, 1864. 

The  organization  is  designated  as  the  Order  of  American  Knights, 
the  initials  of  which  are  written  thus — O.  A.  K. 

The  design  is  armed  resistance  to  the  Federal  Government  in  the 
North,  and  lodges,  or  "temples,"  as  they  are  called,  are  in  existence 
in  the  States  of  New  York,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Ohio. 

Among  others,  there  are  two  numbering  eighty  members  each  near 
Kirkwood  Station,  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  about  fourteen  miles  from 
Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

It  is  understood  that  five  degrees  are  administered  in  these  "  temples," 
and  that  the  whole  are  under  the  direction  of  an  officer  called  a  general 
commander  in  each  State. 

The  password  of  the  first  degree  is  "Nu-oh-lac"  (being  the  word  "Cal- 
houn" spelled  backward}  and  that  of  the  second,  "Webster." 

The  word  of  distress,  "Ohone — ohone — ohone."  The  street  sign  of 
recognition  is  given  by  placing  the  palm  of  the  left  hand  on  the  right 
breast,  and  raising  right  to  an  angle  of  45  degrees  with  the  shoulders 
and  on  a  line  with  them. 

The  grip  is  a  full  grasp  of  the  hand,  with  the  index  finger  so  extended 
as  to  rest  upon  the  wrist  of  the  person  addressed.  The  toe  of  the  per- 
son desiring  to  be  recognized  is  also  placed  at  the  hollow  of  the  foot  of 
the  other. 

Beyond  the  second  degree  I  have  no  information.  It  is  stated  that  a 
meeting  of  the  "general  commanders"  was  held  in  the  city  of  New 
York  on  the  22d  of  February  to  organize  an  outbreak  on  the  10th  of 
March  (on  the  occasion  of  the  dra(t),  but  through  the  want  of  courage 
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or,  we  may  charitably  hope,  lingering  sparks  of  patriotism  in  some  of 
the  number  it  was  indefinitely  postponed  until  consultation  could  be 
held  with  Vallandigham,  the  grand  commander. 

ISAAC  M.  TALMAGE, 

Captain  and  Provost- Marshal. 

Cairo,  March  8, 1864. 

One  Singleton,  a  captain  in  the  Missouri  State  Militia,  is  said  to  be  a 
member  of  one  of  the  Kirkwood  temples. 

Duder  the  auspices  of  two  temples  of  the  O.  A.  K.'s  a  regular  liue  of 
smugglers  and  mail  carriers  is  carried  on  from  a  point  about  two  miles 
from  Kirkwood  Station,  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  (about  fourteen  miles 
from  Saint  Louis),  to  Price's  army. 

From  this  point  (traveling  only  by  night  and  with  horses  and  pack- 
mules)  they  pass  to  Mattox  Mills  on  the  Meramec  River;  thence  past 
Mineral  Point  to  Webster;  thence  to  a  point  fifteen  miles  below  Van 
Bureii,  where  they  cross  the  Black  River,  and  thence  to  the  rebel  lines. 

One  of  these  expeditions  will  leave  on  Saturday  night  next  with  a 
lot  of  arms,  and  escorting  one  Smith,  a  mail  carrier,  for  Price. 

ISAAC  M.  TALMAGE, 

Captain  and  Provost- Marshal. 

E. 

Deak  Sir  :  I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  take  in  addressing 
a  stranger — one  who  is  only  known  to  me  by  bis  reputation  of  being 
devoted  to  the  good  welfare  of  his  country.  It  has  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge that  secret  societies  (a  restoration  of  the  Golden  Circle)  called 
Knights  of  America  are  rapidly  and  extensively  being  formed  all  over 
the  State,  and  in  fact  throughout  the  whole  West,  extending  as  far  as 
New  York,  where  they  have  a  temple.  The  grand  commander  from 
Missouri  is  Charles  L.  Hunt,  of  Saint  Louis.  His  office  is  at  No.  46 
North  Fifth  street,  second  floor.  He  is  a  candidate  for  reelection  to 
the  grand  council,  to  meet  on  the  8th  of  January,  1  do  not  know  where. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  Noble,  living  on  or  near  the  Clayton  rOad, 
about  three  miles  from  Rock  Hill,  has  been  very  active  in  gaining 
members  for  the  society.  He  had  weekly  meetings  of  his  temple  all 
last  summer  lu  his  corn  field.  Through  his  instrumentality  a  temple 
called  Marion  Temple  has  been  formed  at  Rock  Hill,  and  is  joined  by 
most  of  the  "Secesh"  m  the  neighborhood.  They  have  until  very 
recently  met  on  Saturday  nights  at  the  houses  of  private  individuals 
at  or  after  8  o'clock,  and  continuing  until  2  or  3  in  the  morning.  I 
know  the  names  of  most  of  the  members,  and  also  have  a  ritual,  which 
I  am  afraid  to  inclose  lest  it  should  be  missed  and  suspicion  fall  upon 
me  for  a  spy.  1  also  know  several  of  their  passwords  and  signs,  which 
would  be  useless  to  name.  Their  ritual  consists  of  several  pages  and 
two  solemn  oaths,  which  require  them  to  be  always  in  readiness  to 
take  up  arms,  when  called  upon,  to  support  their  party;  also  imposes 
death  upon  any  member  who  divulges  the  secrets,  or  the  name  of  any 
member  belonging  to,  or  even  the  name  of,  the  society  itself,  even 
though  done  under  torture. 

These  rituals  are  very  scarce.  I  presume  Hunt  has  them,  as  I  know 
of  four  being  procured  from  him.  They  hold  meetings  in  Saint  Louis 
in  a  house— I  don't  know  where— which  is  well  guarded. 

If  my  information  is  of  any  avail  to  my  poor  country  1  shall  think 
myself  well  repaid.    If  any  danger  threatens  one  of  the  members,  who 
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has  been  enticed  into  this  thing,  I  shall  come  to  you,  relying  upon 
your  generosity  to  liberate  him,  for  I  have  a  large  family  of  helpless 
children  entirely  dependent  upon  him  for  support,  and  even  were  it 
not  so,  I  would  not  betray  him.  If  you  wish  any  more  information 
upon  the  subject,  and  I  have  but  little  more  to  give,  a  notice  to  "M," 
ill  the  Kepublican  Weekly,  will  meet  attention. 

You  must  pardon  me  for  signing  no  name,  but  it  might  leak  out,  and 
I  have  no  desire  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  sucii  a  party. 

Vallandigliam  is  a  member  of  the  society.  Their  intention  is  to 
break  from  the  Union  the  West,  and  so  cripple  the  Federals  that  the 
war  must  <;lose;  then  join  the  South  or  have  an  independent  republic. 

Inclosed  is  an  address,  which  is  a  fair  exposition  of  their  doings. 

F. 

Agreeable  to  instructions  I  herewith  submit  the  following:  On  or 
about  the  1st  of  March,  1864, 1  obtained  information  from  one  John  Har- 
rison, of  Howard  County,  Mo.,  that  an  organization  existed  in  the 
Northern  States  called  the  Order  of  American  Knights,  wliose  object 
was  opposition  to  the  Federal  Government  and  coalition  with  the 
so-called  Confederate  Government. 

In  conversation  with  Mr.  Harrison  upon  this  subject  he  informed  me 
that  Dr.  William  Jackson  and  William  B.  Heath,  of  Howard  County, 
were  interested,  and  he  believed  members  of  the  above  order.  These 
men  had  made  overtures  to  him  in  this  matter,  and  he  asked  my  advice. 
I  persuaded  him  to  keep  aloof,  and  I  immediate!  j'  reported  the  facts  to  two 
known  Union  men  of  Howard  County  with  suggestions  that  they  report 
to  headquarters  at  Saint  Louis.  They  declined  on  account  of  probable 
difficulties  that  would  grow  out  of  such  action  on  their  jiart.  I  subse- 
quently reported  to  the  provostmarshal-general's  office,  under  whose 
instructions  I  have  been  enabled  to  ascertain  the  following  facts: 

That  an  order  of  the  aforesaid  description  does  exist  throughout  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  have  reasons  to  suppose  also  in  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  Michigan,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Maryland, 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee.  From  the  representatives  to  the  grand 
council  convened  at  New  York,  in  March  last,  I  learn  that  the  entire 
strength  of  this  order  was  estimated  at  800,000,  and  later  at  1,000,000 
members. 

My  association  as  a  member  of  this  order  began  early  in  March  last 
at  Saint  Louis  in  the  grand  temple  of  the  State,  presided  over  by  the 
Belgian  consul,  Charles  L.  Hunt,  and  in  his  absence  by  Charles  E. 
Duun. 

From  Charles  L.  Hunt  I  have  obtained  the  strength  of  this  order  in 
Missouri,  which  is  about  23,000,  and  that  Saint  Louis  alone  has  8,000. 
That  many  of  those  in  this  State  are  armed,  and  officers  of  this  order 
are  now  engaged  in  organizing  and  arming  on  a  military  basis,  and  at 
no  very  distant  day  a  revolutionary  movement  will  be  inaugurated  to 
CO  operate  with  that  of  other  States  for  the  destruction  of  the  General 
Government. 

On  the  11th  or  12th  of  the  ijresent  month  Mr.  Hunt  informed  me 
that  this  matter  called  him  to  Detroit,  Mich,,  where  a  special  meet 
ing  of  leading  members  was  called,  and  en  route  through  Indiana 
he  would  be  joined  by  the  grand  counselor  of  that  State,  and  accom- 
panied by  him  to  the  special  conference  at  Detroit.  Mr.  Hunt's 
impression  at  that  time  was  that  this  special  meeting  was  called  to 
determine  the  precise  time  for  action  throughout  Northern  States,  and 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION  AND   CONFEDERATE.        245 

since  his  return  informs  me  that  the  30th  of  June  next  is  fixed  as  the 
time  for  a  grand  movement;  that  the  initiatory  step  thereto  is  the 
advent  of  Mr.  Vallaudighani  from  his  exile  in  Canada  into  the  State 
of  Illinois,  there  to  commence  a  series  of  public  meetings  in  which  him- 
self and  the  prominent  members  of  this  order  are  to  participate  in 
denouncing  the  General  Government  at  Washington,  and  setting  at 
defiance  its  law  and  authority,  thereby  creating  an  insurrection,  which 
is  to  be  theiiignal  for  a  grand  revolutionary  movement.  Mr.  Hunt  also 
informs  me  that  the  business  which  called  him  to  Canada  to  meet  Mr. 
Vallandigham  and  others  must  be  kept  a  profound  secret;  that  he 
could  only  say  that  important  matters  connected  with  tliis  order  were 
to  eventuate  on  or  about  the  1st  of  Jnne  next.  He  positively  asserted 
that  he  had  been  to  Canada  within  the  past  week,  and  had  had  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Vallandigham  upon  business  connected  with  the  Order 
of  American  Knights. 

Mr.  Hunt  says  that  the  co-operation  of  this  order  with  the  rebel 
army  is  arranged  as  follows:  That  about  10,000  laborers  employed  on 
public  works,  near  Gettysburg,  in  Pennsylvania, are  to  beheld  in  read- 
iness CO  Join  General  Lee,  in  the  event  of  a  battle  with  Grant,  provid- 
ing Lee  is  successful,  together  with  other  forces  belonging  to  this  order. 
Lee  to  throw  his  entire  army  into  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  while 
Beauregard,  if  the  siege  of  Charleston  is  raised,  together  with  forces  at 
Mobile,  where  the  siege  is  likewise  expected  to  be  raised,  will  re-enforce 
Johnston  and  move  on  to  the  Ohio  lliver,  between  Wheeling  and  Louis- 
ville, taking  possession  of  the  Ohio  River  at  one  of  those  points  and 
then  invade  Kentucky  in  force.  In  thisevent,  Missouri  will  be  expected 
to  send  every  available  man  to  the  Gulf,  and  Price  then  proposes  to 
invade  Missouri,  where  this  order  awaits  him,  and  take  command  in 
Missouri,  while  forces  in  readiness  in  Indiana,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and 
Illinois,  will  co-operate. 

Another  and  sufficient  cause  for  a  movement  in  the  States  aforesaid 
is  the  operation  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  suspended.  Arrests  of 
any  of  the  members  of  this  order  will  be  the  signal  for  arrests  of  prom- 
inent Union  citizens,  who  will  be  held  as  hostages  for  such  member  or 
members. 

The  Congressional  member-elect  of  Indiana,  named  Dodd,  promised 
Mr.  Hunt  a  force  of  10,000  men  if  this  movement  took  place.  Mr.  Hunt 
says  shell  and  all  kinds  of  munitions  of  war  are  in  process  of  manu- 
facture in  Indianapolis  iu  the  State  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Hunt  says  a 
French  artist  is  nominally  at  work  in  a  foundry  at  Indianapolis,  who  is 
preparing  Infernal  machines  for  the  use  of  this  order. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  prominent  members  of  Missouri :  C.  L. 
Hunt,  grand  commander  of  the  State;  C.  E.  Dunn,  grand  secretary  of 
the  State,  and  employed  in  gas  works;  E.  J.  Rae,  No.  34  Pine  street; 
Doctor  Barrett  is  a  prominent  member,  and  holds  meetings  at  his  office; 
Whiting,  in  freight  department,  U.  S  Express;  J.  W.  White,  Saint 
Louis  County,  grand  senior  of  one  of  the  temples;  G.  B.  Smith,  at 
Grimsley  &  Co.'s,  agent  for  arms  for  the  temple  of  Saint  Louis. 

The  first  degree  of  Order  of  American  Knights  is  called  the  Neophyte, 
and  consists  of  the  following  process:  In  the  presence  of  one  or  more 
members  "the  invocation"  and  the  "nine  principles"  are  read  to  the 
candidate  from  the  printed  pamphlet  marked  "Deo,"  after  which  he  is 
instructed  in  the  grip  and  colloquy,  but  preceding  this  are  two  grand 
signs.  The  first  is  called  the  grand  hail ;  the  other  the  second  or  minor 
hail.  The  first  party  hailing  brings  the  right  forearm  to  a  position 
similar  to  the  military  salute,  without  touching  the  head  or  cap,  with 
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tlie  palm  of  the  hand  to  the  front,  fingers  closed,  and  immediately,  if 
noticed,  drops  the  hand  to  the  side,  upon  which  the  party  hailed 
answers  by  the  minor  hail,  whicli  is  as  follows:  The  right  hand  is 
brought  to  the  forehead,  precisely  as  in  the  act  of  shading  the  eyes, 
and  immediately  the  parties  approach  each  other,  advance  the  right 
foot  so  as  to  touch  each  other,  and  grasping  hands  place  the  index 
finger  upon  the  pulse  of  the  wrist,  pressing  the  same  tightly.  When 
No.  1  pronounces  the  word  "Nu,"  No.  2  answers  "Oh."  No.  1  again 
utters  "Lac,"  which  is  the  word  Calhoun  reversed,  and  is  the  password 
to  the  first  degree. 

The  neophyte  is  still  in  ignorance  of  "the  temple,"  as  this  is  simply 
the  initiatory  or  probational  degree.  It  is  proper  here  to  add  that  all 
candidates  are  balloted  for,  and  the  mass  kept  in  the  dark,  while  wealth 
and  influence  and  peculiar  fitness  alone  passes  on  to  the  inner  temple, 
where  plans  are  discussed  and  schemes  concocted  for  the  ignorant 
neophyte  to  execute. 

Should  the  party  hailing  have  cause  to  believe  an  answer  the  result 
of  accident,  and  wishing  to  test  the  second  party  farther,  he  clasps  his 
hands  as  in  the  act  of  secreting  something,  when  No.  2  says,  "What?" 
No.  1  answers,  "A  box."  No.  2  asks,  "Where  is  the  key?"  No.  1 
answers  "O,"  No.  2  says  "A,"  No.  1  continues  "K,"  when  No.  2  pro- 
nounces the  word  "oak,"  symbolifsal  of  the  Order  of  American  Knights. 

There  are  three  degrees  in  this  order,  respectively,  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3, 
the  initiation  into  which  may  be  readily  understood  by  consulting 
pamphlet  marked  "V,"  or  vestibule. 

The  following  is  the  liberal  interpretation  of  the  initials  therein 
found : 

v.,  vestibule,  chamber  of  instruction  for  neophytes  about  entering 
temj)le  of  second  degree. 

W.  O.  0.,  worthy  outside  conductor,  who  ushers  with  three  raps. 

K.  L.,  knight  lecturer,  who  prepares  candidates  for  inner  temple. 

K.  C,  knight  conductor,  inside  conductor. 

W.,  warden. 

A.  B.,  ancient  brother,  mogul  of  temple. 

N.,  neophyte,  member  of  first  degree. 

T.,  temple,  sanctum  sanctorum. 

K.  G.  N.,  knight  guardian  north,  on  the  right  hand  of  ancient 
brother  in  the  temple. 

K.  G.  S.,  knight  guardian  south,  on  the  left  of  ancient  brother  in  the 
temple. 

G.  S.,  grand  secretary  of  temple. 

Password  to  second  degree,  "Orion;"  password  to  third  degree, 
"Washington." 

In  the  second  degree  the  following  dialogue  takes  place  between  the 
neophyte  and  the  K.  G.  N.  and  K.  G.  S.: 
First.  What?  Second.  Star. 

First.  Arc.  Second.  Turis. 

Watchman,  what  of  the  night  ?        Morning  cometh ! 
Will  you  incjuire  ?  Inquire  ye ! 

Return !  Oome ! 

Third  degree : 
Whence?  Seir! 

How?  By  the  ford! 

Name  it.  labock ! 

Thy  watchword '!  Washing^)n. 
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The  foregoing  dialogue  is  understood  by  reading  sixteenth  [sic] 
chapter  of  Isaiah. 

I  have  the  honor,  colonel,  to  subscribe  myself  very  respectfully  and 
obediently, 

WILLIAM  JONES, 


Corps  dc  Belgiqve. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  24, 1R04. 
Colonel  Sanderson,  ProvostMarshal-Oeneral : 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  hereby  furnish  a  report  of 
the  origin,  object,  modus  operandi,  and  ritual  of  the  Corps  de  Belgiqne 
or  Southern  League. 

About  the  14th  or  15th  of  February  last,  while  boarding  at  the  Olive 
Street  Hotel  in  this  city,  I  was  recognized  by  one  Dr.  M.  C.  McOamey, 
whom  I  knew  in  the  old  Missouri  State  Guard  under  General  Price. 
He  was  at  that  time  an  acting  assistant  surgeon.  During  Price's  retreat 
from  Lexington,  Mo.,  in  October,  1861,  he  was  left  near  the  Osage  Eiver 
in  charge  of  a  few  sick  men,  since  which  time,  until  we  met  at  the  Olive 
Street  Hotel,  I  had  not  seen  him.  He  told  me  he  had  been  in  Missouri 
all  the  time  doing  all  he  could  for  the  rebels,  had  assisted  in  raising 
and  sending  South  several  companies,  and  had  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance seven  or  eight  times;  and  if  necessary  could  take  it  seven  or 
eight  times  more,  and  if  possible  become  a  stronger  rebel  each  time. 
He  then  showed  me  two  commissions  headed  "Diplomat  de  Belgique," 
one  directed  to  William  Douglas,  and  the  other  to  one  Dobbins  (first 
name  forgotten),  and  asked  if  I  knew  anything  about  them.  Being 
answered  in  the  negative,  he  inquired  if  1  knew  anything  about  the 
K.  G.  C.'s,  at  the  same  time  giving  me  a  sign,  which  I  recognized  and 
answered.  Finding  me  posted  in  the  lore  of  the  K.  G.  C.'s  he  informed 
me  that  the  papers  were  commissions  issued  to  the  ofiBcers  of  the  Corps 
de  Belgique  or  Southern  League;  that  the  K.  G.  C.'s  had  been  so  often 
divulged,  and  so  many  black  sheep  had  been  initiated  in  Missouri,  that 
the  organization  had  become  unsafe;  consequently  General  Price  had 
instituted  the  Corps  de  Belgique  for  the  especial  benefit  of  the  South- 
ern men  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  authorized  the  Belgian  consul  to 
issue  commissions  to  officers  on  his  (Price's)  recommendation,  through 
William  Douglas.  McCamey  proposed  to  introduce  me  to  some  friends 
in  the  city.  The  same  night  he,  with  Douglas  and  Dobbins,  came  to  my 
room  about  11  o'clock;  remained  about  half  an  hour.  Next  morning 
McCamey  informed  [me]  that  the  Corps  de  Belgique  was  strictly  a  mil- 
itary organization,  and  that  he  was  a  colonel,  and  offered  to  have  me 
commissioned  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  his  regiment.  The  next  day  he 
invited  me  to  go  home  with  him  to  Saint  Catharines,  in  Chariton  County, 
which  I  agreed  to  do  on  the  following  morning.  But  an  hour  or  two 
before  starting  he  came  to  my  room  and  said  he  could  not  go  directly 
home,  but  had  just  received  orders  from  Douglas  to  go  by  Glasgow  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  cause.  He  left,  promising  to  meet  me  at 
the  house  of  one  George  H.  Taylor,  near  Macon  City,  to  whom  he  gave 
me  a  letter  of  introduction.  I  went  to  Macon  City,  where  I  remained 
several  days;  but  hearing  nothing  from  him,  and  posting  Captain Eeed, 
the  provost-marshal,  I  returned  to  Saint  Louis. 

A  few  days  after  I  went  to  Fulton,  Callaway  County,  to  "look  after 
the  interests  of  the  cause"  in  that-  locality.  I  was  there  informed  that 
Douglas  had  been  there  and  located  a  tract  of  land,  and  also  that  he 
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(Douglas)  had  twice  escaped  from  Gratiot  Street  Military  Prison  in 
this  city;  that  he  had  commissioned  officers  to  recruit  soldiers  for  the 
rebel  army,  of  whom  David  S.  Whaley,  a  hotel  keeper,  is  colonel.  The 
other  principal  officers  are  William  Curtis,  keeper  of  a  livery  stable, 
Doctors  Howard,  senior  and  junior,  Mr.  Tuttle,  a  merchant,  and  Rob- 
inson, a  lawyer,  all  of  whom  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  was 
here  given  more  of  the  secrets  of  tlie  order  by  Whaley,  to  wit : 

Officers  and  agents  are  given  commissions  or  certificates,  empower- 
ing them  ostensibly  to  locate  lands,  but  in  fact  to  recruit  for  the  rebel 
army  in  certain  districts  of  the  State,  specified  in  the  commission  or 
certificate.  He  then  proceeds  to  his  district,  and  each  recruit  is  an 
acre  of  land  located ;  a  tract  of  land  is  a  regiment,  company,  or  squad ; 
and  the  number  of  acres  in  the  tract  corresponding  to  the  number  of 
men  enlisted  in  that  locality.  Kecruits,  when  enlisted,  are  sworn  to 
resist  all  calls  and  drafts  if  possible;  if  not,  they  are  to  go  into  the 
Federal  Army  and  when  an  opportunity  occurs  desert  and  go  to  the 
enemy,  by  whom  they  will  be  recognized  and  received.  They  expect 
the  rebels  to  invade  Missouri  this  summer. 

While  in  Fulton  I  received  a  letter  from  McCamey  containing  full 
directions  how  to  find  him  and  names  of  persons  to  whom  to  apply  for 
an  escort  to  his  rendezvous.  His  letter,  together  with  my  reply,  I  for- 
warded to  you. 

The  hailing  sign  is :  Stand  erect  with  the  arms  folded  across  the 
breast,  with  one  toot,  the  right,  thrown  out  from  the  left,  toes  pointing 
oat.  A  member  recognizing  the  sign  will  stand  in  front,  assume  the 
same  position,  and  ask:  "Do  you  take  that  position  to  taunt  nieV 
Answer,  "Do  you  understand  me?"  At  the  same  time  extending  the 
right  hand,  grasping  in  the  ordinary  manner  and  extending  the  first  or 
forefinger  along  the  wrist. 

Colonel  Winston,  of  the  rebel  army,  and  who  was  arrested  in  Platte 
County  some  time  since,  was  completing  the  organizations  in  North- 
west Missouri.  Also  Colonel  Bankhead  and  Captain  Whitehead  are 
doing  the  same  in  Northeast  Missouri.  They  were  in  Pike  County  a 
few  weeks  since. 

All  the  organizations  of  which  I  am  cognizant  are  in  Buchanan, 
Platte,  Clay,  Pike,  Chariton,  Macon,  and  Callaway  Counties.  Accord- 
ing to  Colonel  Winston's  estimate  they  number  about  900  in  those 
counties. 

WM.  STINSON. 


Report  of  Mr.  J).  Wayne. 

Saint  Loxjis,  May  13, 1864. 

On  the  22d  of  last  month  I  came  across  a  man  named  Bracken  and  had 
a  conversation  with  him.  He  stated  to  me  that  in  Buchanan  County 
the  Paw  Paw  militia  were  almost  to  a  man  ready  to  go  with  the  South 
with  the  first  opportunity  that  offered,  and  that  there  were  men  in  the 
companies  that  had  belonged  to  the  rebel  army,  and  stated  they  didn't 
regard  the  oath  they  had  taken. 

Then  Judge  Thompson  made  the  statement  that  the  people  would 
not  submit  in  that  county  to  have  the  old  U.  S.  militia  placed  over 
them;  that  they  would  take  up  arms  against  them  before  they  would 
submit;  that  they  were  a  set  of  heathens  and  everything  else.  I  got 
information  of  Doctor  Cavanagh  that  he  is  going  round  to  encourage 
them,  and  he  is  doing  all  he  can  for  the  rebels — makes  it  a  business  to 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.       249 

ride  round  and  initiate  them  into  this  order,  K.  G.  0.  The  person  who 
told  me  tliis  is  Fountain  Attlebury. 

I  could  not  get  anything  out  of  these  men  that  amounted  To  any- 
thing. I  know  they  are  rank  rebels,  but  they  would  not  commit  them- 
selves in  any  way.  Mr.  HoUingsworth  and  Lawyer  Smith,  of  Platte 
City,  and  William  Sebrad,  of  the  same  place,  are  the  same  sort  of  men. 

Joseph  Bradley  was  introduced  to  me.  He  has  been  down  South.  I 
told  him  I  was  from  the  South,  and  he  commenced  to  see  if  he  could 
l)ick  me  up.  In  the  conversation  he  stated  to  me  that  he  and  another 
man  was  at  that  time  engaged  by  a  rebel  colonel  that  was  in  the  country 
to  recruit  men  for  the  rebel  army ;  and  he  also  stated  that  three  quarters 
of  them  in  that  section  of  the  country  would  go  at  the  first  opportunity 
they  could  get.  Price  was  then  within  a  short  distance.  After  Bradley 
found  that  he  went  further  than  he  ought  to  have  with  me,  "Now," 
says  he,  "I  don't  know  that  you  are  right."  Says  I,  "Yon  are  not 
bound  to  believe  me  if  you  are  not  disposed  to."  "  Well,"  says  he  "  you 
know  if  there  is  any  one  betrays  us  that  onr  order — if  one  don't  get 
him  the  other  will;"  threatened  me  in  that  way.  There  is  one  thing  I 
noticed — whether  it  belongs  to  the  K.  G.  0.  or  not  I  don't  know.  It  is 
in  the  njanner  of  recognizing  each  other  and  shaking  hands. 

There  is  a  man  living  near  Missouri  City  named  P.  Eiterman.  I  could 
get  nothing  out  of  him,  only  he  is,  I  am  satisfied  from  the  conversation, 
a  strong  rebel.    Still  he  won't  acknowledge  it. 

There  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  Major  Price  in  the  same  way.  Judge 
Thompson,  liiterman,and  Price  live  in  Clay  County.  Henry  Bane,  of 
Andrew  County,  is  a  strong  rebel.  Eeed  Slackman  is  also  of  the  same 
stripe,  and  lives  in  the  same  county.  There  is  a  man  up  at  Weston, 
Platte  County,  named  James  Donavan,  who  relumed  a  few  days  ago 
from  the  rebel  army.  I  could  not  make  anything  out  of  him  at  all,  but 
lie  has  been  back  about  two  weeks.  All  he  says  is,  he  has  left  it — 
quit  it. 

They  talked  about  arresting  me  at  Liberty — these  Paw  Paws  did. 
It  was  Colonel  Moss,  I  was  told,  that  threatened  it.  1  had  bought  a 
horse  and  went  to  the  country.  While  I  was  gone  they  talked  about 
me  at  Liberty,  and  they  didn't  know  what  to  make  of  me.  Some 
remarked  I  was  a  Ked-Leg  from  Kansas,  and  others  suspected  me  of 
being  a  Federal  detective,  and  it  was  intimated  to  me  that  I  was  a 
Federal  spy,  and  that  Colonel  Moss  said  so;  and  I  inquired  of  two  or 
three  whether  they  heard  him  say  I  was.  They  said  no ;  they  under- 
stood so.  After  hearing  this  conversation,  and  the  remark  that  I 
might  be  arrested,  I  defaced  some  of  my  papers.  I  had  on  another 
paper  a  list.    I  tore  it  up  so  that  he  could  not  know  what  I  had. 

In  the  cars,  last  night,  he  was  seated  on  one  side  and  I  was  on  the 
other.  He  was  a  seat  or  two  back  of  me — that  is,  to  my  left,  and  I 
could  hear  every  word  distinctly,  and  this  is  what  I  caught  from  their 
conversation:  Says  he,  "We  must  take  a  middle  course  and  stick 
together.  It  is  the  only  thing  that  is  going  to  save  us."  Then  there 
were  words  again  spoken  that,  by  the  jolting  of  the  car,  I  could  not 
catch.  I  was  laying  down  as  if  asleep.  He  once  called  a  man  by 
name — but  I  didn't  recollect  the  name — that  had  been  elected  to  some 
civil  oflBce  in  the  county  of  Clay;  that  the  man  had  come  to  consult 
him  about  the  oath  that  he  would  have  to  take  before  he  could  fill  the 
office.  He  said  he  advised  him  to  take  it,  because,  he  said,  he  was  going 
to  take  it  himself;  and,  says  he,  a  man  giving  testimony  while  in  duress, 
our  law  books  lay  down  that  that  testimony  amounts  to  nothing.  Says 
he,  I  told  him  that.  And  then  I  canght  enough  to  give  [me]  to  under- 
stand that  he  considered  it  comitiilsion,  and  that  it  didn't  amount  to 
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anything — it  was  not  binding — that  is  the  idea  Colonel  Moss  intended 
to  convey.  I  don't  know  the  man  he  was  talking  with;  he  was  a  pas- 
senger on  the  cars,  and  I  would  know  him  if  I  should  meet  him.  He  is 
in  town,  as  be  came  in  last  night  on  the  North  Missouri  cars,  which 
got  in  at  half-past  3  this  morning. 

Fountain  Attlebury,  a  soldier  in  Captain  Wood's  company  of  the 
Paw  Paw  militia.  Colonel  Moss'  regiment,  said  that  they  were  willing 
to  take  up  thieves  and  robbers,  but  they  would  not  light  against  the 
South ;  and  that  if  they  were  forced,  as  soon  as  they  could  be  recognized 
by  the  rebel  army  they  would  not  be  hurt;  that  he  could  give  a  sign 
by  which  they  would  be  recognized  by  the  rebels.  He  stated  that  there 
were  some  twelve  or  fourteen  regiments  of  Paw  Paws  who  would  go  to 
the  South  almost  to  a  man  on  the  first  opportunity  if  they  were  sure 
they  could  get  there;  they  would  not  light  against  them.  I  asked  the 
question  how  they  were  off  for  ammunition.  He  told  me  that  they  had 
been  going  oat  on  scouting  parties  heretofore,  a  portion  of  the  company 
would  be  selected  to  go.  At  starting  they  would  draw  from  ten  to 
twenty  rounds  of  cartridge;  they  would  return  frequently  without 
using  any  of  them.  When  they  would  be  ordered  out  again  they 
would  not  have  any  cartridges  in  their  boxes,  and  would  draw  again 
about  the  same  amount.  "And,"  says  he,  "that  ammunition  has  been 
taken  care  of."  "Well,"  says  I,  "have  they  all  been  doing  that?" 
Well,  as  far  as  he  could  understand  they  had  been  laying  by  ammuni- 
tion in  tliat  way.  Tlien  I  asked  him  how  they  were  supplied  with 
arms.  He  said  they  nearly  all  had  revolvers,  but  they  talked  about 
disarming  the  Paw  Paws,  and  if  they  did  they  had  but  few  other  arms, 
but  the  most  of  them  had  revolvers.  If  General  Price  came  in  there 
they  would  just  llock  to  his  standard,  and  he  said  not  only  the  Paw 
Paws  but  a  number  of  Southern  men  throughout  the  country. 

When  I  left  here  I  had  no  papers  with  me,  but  Colonel  Sanderson 
said  he  would  write  up  to  tell  the  general  that  I  was  coming.  I  arrived 
at  Saint  Joseph  and  went  to  the  Pattee  House.  I  stepped  out  for  a 
few  moments,  and  as  I  returned  the  clerk  handed  me  a  letter,  request- 
ing nje  to  call  on  Colonel  Johnson,  at  such  a  number,  which  I  did,  and 
he  introduced  me  to  General  Fisk.  During  the  conversation  that  I  had 
with  the  general  I  inquired  of  him  if  he  knew  Colonel  Moss.  I  stated 
to  liim  that  I  had  been  informed  that  he  was  a  rebel  at  heart,  and  also 
had  been  told  of  a  portion  of  his  conduct.  The  general  remarked  to 
me  that  Colonel  Moss  was  there  the  day  before  and  he  had  a  long  con- 
versation with  him,  and  that  he  believed  that  Moss  was  misrepresented. 
He  professed  to  be  a  good  loyal  man.  At  that  said  I:  "I  have  never 
seen  the  man,  and  I  may  be  wrongly  informed."  I  had  only  heard  of 
him  as  I  was  going  from  here  up.  I  had  never  seen  him  then  and 
didn't  know  him,  but  I  wanted  to  find  them  kind  of  characters.  After 
this  conversation  with  General  Fisk  some  days  afterward  I  saw  Col- 
onel Moss  at  Liberty,  Clay  County.  There  is  where  I  got  on  his 
track,  and  he  came  down  on  the  same  train  I  did  yesterday  and  had 
that  conversation  given  above. 

Bradley  said  that  as  soon  as  there  was  any  opening  these  men  he 
was  recruiting  would  be  sent  to  the  rebel  army  out  of  Clay  and  Platte 
Counties,  where  they  are  recruiting. 

The  following  are  all  leading  rebels  but  are  working  slyly:  Buchanan 
County:  Mark  Coudiff,  Washington  Jones,  Henry  Tutt,  Simeon  Kemper, 
Israel  Lands,  Joseph  J.  Able,  B.  Thompson.  Platte  County:  ClintoTi 
Cockerill.    Clay  County:  Mr.  Poag. 

They  have  got  militia  in  Platte  County  and  Clay  that  have  not  been 
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called  out  to  do  duty,  but  muster.  They  are  called  "Flat  Foots,"  I 
lieard  some  remark  that  they  would  take  up  arms  to  fight  against  the 
Black  Eepublicans.  They  were  "all  right''— that  was  their  word. 
They  have  Government  arms  in  their  possession.  I  could  not  find 
out  where  they  kept  the  ammunition  they  stole  from  the  Government. 

DAVID  WAYNE. 
I. 

Statement  of  William  Taylor. 

Col.  .T.  P.  Sanderson, 

Provost- Marshal- General  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

In  compliance  with  my  undertaking  1  respectfully  report  that  the 
institution  known  as  the  O.  A.  K.  has  meetings  in  each  ward  of  the 
city  of  Saint  Louis — place  of  meeting  generally  changed,  and  time  of 
holding  them  fixed  at  each  meeting. 

In  the  Tenth  ward  the  last  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  evening,  the 
loth  of  April,  on  Fifth  street,  in  a  hall  west  side  of  the  street,  about 
eight  blocks  south  of  the  Montgomery  House.  There  were  from  thirty 
to  forty  in  attendance,  and  the  meeting  continued  between  two  and 
three  hours.  Six  were  initiated.  Alexander  C.  Durdee  presided  as 
worthy  grand  senior.  Green  B.  Smith  as  ancient  brother.  The  hall  or 
place  of  meeting  was  on  the  second  floor,  one  sentinel  inside  and  one 
down  stairs.  Buchanan  Carr,  Michael  Leonard,  of  Saint  Louis;  John 
W.  Gashwalder,  of  Randolph  County,  and  Wilson,  of  Saint  Louis,  were 
present.  Leonard  is  talking  of  going  South.  Taylor,  who  keeps  the 
Montgomery  House,  belongs  to  it.  Hunt,  hardware  merchant  on  Fifth 
street,  was  spoken  of  as  influential.  -Charles  E.  Dunn  is  ancient  brother 
of  the  Fifth  ward  lodge.  Colonel  Lewis,  from  Saline  County,  once  a 
prisoner  at  Alton,  belongs  to  it.  A  man  named  Fields,  of  the  Fifth 
ward,  was  spoken  of  as  being  a  member  of  official  standing.  The  mat- 
ters talked  of  at  the  meeting  was  as  to  the  war;  the  good  condition  of 
the  Southern  army,  and  of  Price's  forces ;  the  necessity  of  being  armed 
and  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  co-operate.  This  was  enjoined  by 
the  worthy  senior.  Twenty-two  thousand  are  said  to  be  in  Missouri — 
expect  to  have  75,000  in  three  months  to  be  ready  for  work.  The 
"Brothers"  in  Illinois  are  to  be  ready  to  throw  10,000  men  into  Saint 
Louis  when  required.  The  talk  among  the  members  was  that  the  ball 
might  open  about  May  6.  It  is  intimated  among  some  of  the  members 
that  General  Harney  is  connected  with  the  institution.  The  Illinois 
members  are  organized  into  camps  and  brigades.  Large  organizations 
are  talked  of  in  Callaway,  Howard,  and  Eandolph. 

Attended  another  meeting  of  the  Anthony  Wayne  Lodge,  Webster 
and  Fifth  streets,  Wednesday  evening.  Among  those  present  were 
Durdee,  worthy  grand  senior;  Ward,  ancient  brother;  Smith,  con- 
ductor ;  Eobert  S.  McDonald,  Taylor,  of  Montgomery  House,  Buck  Carr, 
Michael  Leonard,  one  called  counselor,  since  discovered  to  be  a  rebel 
captain  named  Newcomer;  young  Good,  boarding  Twelfth  and  Olive; 
Boone,  boarding  Twelfth  and  Olive;  Hunt,  hardware  merchant.  Fifth 
street;  Charles  E.  Dunn,  Moses  Eae,  boarding  at  the  North  Missouri 
House.  Sixty-one  were  present,  seven  initiated,  and  four  or  five 
proposed. 

The  grand  worthy  in  his  lecture  of  initiation  gave  the 'strength  of 
the  order:  In  Missouri,  22,000 ;  Illinois,  140,000,  of  whom  80,000  were 
well  armed  and  organized;  in  Indiana,  100,000;  in  Ohio,  80,000,  of 
whom  50,000  were  well  armed  and  organized;   Kentucky,  60,000  to 
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70,000;  New  York,  New  Jersey,  aud  PenDsylvauia  growing  strong 
and  rapidly  increasing;  Michigan  and  other  Western  States  not  so 
strong  yet,  but  growing  rapidly.  He  cautioned  them  about  bringing 
none  for  admission  but  reliable  men.  He  also  advised  each  to  be 
armed.  The  time  is  near  at  hand  when  they  needed  them  Buck  CaiT 
at  the  previous  meeting  said  the  same  thing,  and  said  that  those  who 
could  not  get  theui  should  call  on  him — he  knew  how  and  where  to  get 
them,  liobert  McDonald,  brother  of  the  rebel  Emmett  who  was  killed, 
and  who  is  himself  under  bonds  of  $3,000  for  his  loyal  conduct,  made 
a  long  speech.  He  denounced  the  President  very  bitterly.  He  had 
submitted  to  the  iron  heel  of  tyranny  for  three  long  years  and  thanked 
his  God  that  the  day  for  dehverance  was  at  hand.  It  was  no  time  for 
speaking,  but  for  action.  He  eulogized  Price;  said  he  was  coming,  and 
they  must  be  ready.  He  knew  not  what  course  would  be  pursued,  but 
he  had  heard  there  was  an  understanding  arrived  at. 

There  was  an  apparent  holding  back,  or  rather  unsettled  purpose,  as 
to  the  movement  to  be  made.  All  seemed  to  await  Hunt,  the  chief 
commander  of  the  State.  He  had  gone  to  Canada  to  confer  with  Val 
landigham.  They  spoke  of  receiving  news  from  the  grand  council 
when  Hunt  returned.  A  collection  was  made  to  enable  young  iioone 
to  go  South.  About  $40  were  raised.  I  gave  $5  to  show  my  zeal. 
Dunn  and  Kae  told  me  they  had  spies  all  over  the  city.  Dunn  told  uie 
they  had  men  on  every  steam-boat,  in  every  express  and  telegraph 
oflBce,  and  could  act  with  perfect  safety.  When  he  told  me  this  he  was 
going  to  the  telegraph  office  to  send  a  dispatch  to  the  wife  of  a  rebel 
officer,  living  East,  to  meet  her  husband,  who  was  here  from  Price's 
army,  and  she  came.  The  officer's  name  is  Newcomer,  but  he  went  by 
that  of  Thompson. 

Moses  Rae  told  me  of  men  he  had  initiated  in  North  Missouri,  and 
wanted  me  to  join  him  in  an  inspection  tour  through  that  part  of  the 
State.  1  think  he  has  been  organizing  lodges  there.  Among  those  he 
told  me  of  being  members  was  Salem  Hubbard,  living  at  Renick,  and 
Bill  Williams,  whom  I  know  to  be  a  great  scoundrel,  for  he  told  me 
himself  that  he  helped  to  tear  up  the  railroad  for  Price's  benefit  on 
contract.    He,  too,  lives  near  Benick. 

I  am  satisfied  many  ent«r  from  political  purposes,  not  dreaming  of 
its  real  object,  character,  or  purpose. 

Attended  another  meeting  at  corner  of  O'Fallon  and  Broadway  on 
last  Wednesday  evening.  Doctor  Shore  acted  as  worthy  grand  sen- 
ior. Harris,  whose  head  is  crisped,  and  whom  they  called  a  blood- 
thirsty man,  is  the  ancient  brother.  Among  those  present  were 
J.  Spore,  32  North  Fifth  street;  Lafayette  Cruse;  Demming,  tinner; 
Johnson,  stock  dealer  at  Scobee  House,  and  Orrick. 

Harris  recommended  that  they  should  appoint  a  secret  police  to 
patrol  the  streets  every  night,  who  should  kill  every  soldier  and  detec- 
tive they  would  meet.  No  one  protested  against  it  on  the  ground  of 
its  atrocity,  but  several  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
good  policy,  giving  as  a  reason  that  it  was  too  soon,  and  it  was  then 
dropped. 

I  have  had  several  interviews  with  Chief  Commander  Hunt.  He 
told  me,  in  speaking  of  the  arrest  of  Douglas,  who  was  arrested  by  the 
provost  marshal  general's  police  on  the  railroad  train,  with  a  box  of 
revolvers,  that  if  his  men  would  only  carry  out  the  ortlers  he  had 
given  them  as  their  grand  commander  they  would  kill  every  one  of 
the  detectives.  By  "his  men"  1  understood  him  to  mean  the  members 
of  the  order.    He  has  his  headquarters  as  the  commander  of  the  State 
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at  his  office  on  Sixth,  between  Olive  and  Pine,  and  he  speaks  of  them 
and  of  General  Bosecrans'  headquarters  just  as  if  he  were  commander 
of  a  department,  like  Eosecrans. 

Hunt  gave  me  a  history  of  the  order  in  the  State;  said  they  were 
doing  well  all  over  North  Missouri;  that  the  officers  of  the  ferry-boat 
at  Saint  Charles  were  all  his  men ;  that  there  was  a  temple  at  Saint 
Charles,  "and  they  were  very  strong  in  Callaway,  Boone,  and  Howard 
Counties.  He  said  he  wanted  to  get  a  line  of  temples  from  here  to 
Arkansas,  so  as  to  be  in  communication  with  the  South,  but  had  not 
yet  found  a  proper  man  to  complete  it. 

Charles  E.  Dunn  got  a  lot  of  the  Metropolitan  reply  to  Eosecrans' 
order  in  pamphlet  form  for  Pollard.  He  got  them  at  J.  Spore's,  No.  32 
North  Fifth  street.  Dunn  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  aide-de-camp  to  Hunt, 
and  is  very  busy. 

E.  J.  Eae  asked  me  whether  I  didn't  want  to  go  as  one  of  the  100 
men  who  are  to  be  the  body  guard  of  Hunt  to  Chicago  the  latter  part 
of  June,  when  Yallaudigham  is  to  make  his  speech  there.  I  told  him 
I  would.  He  then  told  Dunn  he  wanted  him  to  appoint  me,  and  said 
that  I  must  get  two  navy  revolvers.  Dunn  said  they  had  a  man  who 
was  going  to  raise  a  brigade  for  the  Union  Army,  of  men  of  the  right 
stripe,  who  would  join  the  movement  of  the  order  when  the  time  came. 
He  was  satisfied  the  man  who  was  to  have  command  of  the  brigade 
could  get  the  commission  of  a  brigadier  from  the  Grovernment. 

Doctor  Christian,  at  Eenick,  is  the  grand  worthy  senior  at  that 
place.  When  I  first  went  into  the  order  it  was  recommended  to  destroy 
all  their  records,  and  1  think  they  did  so.  They  now  only  keep  a  roll 
of  the  names,  I  believe.  If  they  had  suspected  me  of  making  you  this 
report  I  know  they  would  kill  me.  My  impression  is  you  will  soon 
hear  of  a  good  many  detectives  being  killed.  It  will  be  done  slyly  and 
privately.    I  most  fervently  believe  what  I  say. 

They  will  not  go  in  a  body  to  Chicago,  only  two  or  three  are  to  go 
together  at  a  time. 

The  lodge  in  the  Fifth  ward  has  not  met  in  several  weeks,  having 
become  a  little  frightened  by  the  pressure  of  the provostmarslial-gen- 
eral's  office.  The  meeting  I  attended  on  Wednesday  evening  had  about 
150  present. 

I  have  heard  them  talk  about  getting  members  into  General  Eose- 
crans' headquarters  and  tlie  provost-marshal's  department  on  duty  to 
obtain  official  information,  but  from  the  tenor  of  the  conversation  I 
don't  think  they  have  yet  accomplished  it.  They  hear  from  Vallandig- 
ham  regularly. 

Commander  Hunt  told  me  that  General  Eosecrans  had  taken  the 
Metropolitan  article  to  Father  Eyan,  but  the  latter  didn't  seem  to  sym- 
pathize mucli  with  him,  for  the  reason  that  he  believed  just  as  the  Eec- 
ord  did.  Tbe  way  he  talked  about  it  my  inference  was  that  Father 
Eyan  himself  had  told  Hugt,  for  the  latter  talked  so  positive  about  it. 

May  l.—I  attended  another  meeting  of  the  lodge  last  evening  at 
Broad  and  O'Fallon.  There  were  between  sixty  and  seventy  present. 
Among  them  were  Captain  Chapman,  secretary;  Fletcher  McMurray, 
printer;  Guerdon,  tinner;  Peyton  Lawrence;  a  man  named  Able;  J.  B. 
Hall,  clerk,  No.  274  Broadway;  a  man  named  Skell;  John  l)unlai». 
The  principal  business  was  the  enrollment  matter.  The  members  were 
most  profoundly  disgusted  with  it,  and  after  talking  about  it  for  some 
time  they  finally  concluded  the  best  tiling  they  could  do  would  be  to 
raise  and  officer  one  company  in  each  ward  of  their  own  men.  In  the 
ward  at  which  the  meeting  of  the  lodge  was  held  Secretary  Chapman 
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is  raising  a  company.  He  has  thirty-fonr  and  got  about  thirty  more 
last  evening — all  members  of  the  lodge.  He  said  he  had  a  talk  with 
General  Pike  and  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  he  meant  to  join,  and 
they  had  promised  him  the  arms  and  equipments  for  the  company  if  he 
would  raise  it.  They  calculated  in  this  way  to  secure  arms  and  have 
an  organized  comi)any  for  each  ward.  In  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  wards 
they  said  they  had  the  companies  nearly  filled. 

There  were  four  or  five  new  members  admitted  and  about  the  same 
number  proposed.  One  was  rejected.  His  name  is  O.  Orpheus,  a  tin- 
ner. He  was  blackballed  because  he  only  recently  came  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  not  sufficiently  known,  and  not  considered  entirely  satie. 

I  noticed  Jones,  of  Huutiugdale,  Henry  County,  who  has  been  in  the 
rebel  army.  I  know  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  before  he  went  there, 
but  how  he  is  now  here  with  impunity  I  don't  know. 

K. 

Report  of  Edward  F.  Hoffman. 

Saint  Louis,  April  26, 1864. 
I  visited  the  Montgomery  House  on  Broadway,  beyond  the  old  Stur- 
geon Market,  kept  by  John  Taylor.  Some  men  were  there  whom  I 
believed  to  be  rebels.  When  I  entered  the  house  I  found  one  of  them 
reading  aloud  a  long  inflammatory  article  from  the  New  York  Free- 
man's Journal,  denunciatory  of  the  President  and  his  policy  of  con- 
ducting the  war.  At  the  bitterest  points  all  laughed  and  grinned  and 
applauded.  Among  them  Taylor  and  the  reader  (a  Mr.  Cruse,  of 
Henry  County)  were  the  leaders.  In  the  evening  I  had  two  interviews 
with  Green  B,  Smith, doing  business  at  No.  64 North  Mam  street,  where 
I  first  saw  him,  and  then  at  the  Everett  House.  He  frankly  admitted 
to  me  that  he  was  a  member  of  a  secret  order,  which  had  for  its  object 
the  subversion  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  rebels.  He  told  me  the  best  way  to  the  South  was 
by  river;  that  the  steamer  Griiham  was  the  best  boat  for  me,  a  rebel. 
He  told  me  that  Eobert  St.  Clair,  known  as  "  Bob  St.  Clair,"  and  his 
brother-in-law,  Martin  Clark,  both  of  whom  are  under  bonds  and 
renewed  allegiance  to  the  Government,  and  are  claiming  to  be  loyal 
men,  and  who  are  endeavoring  to  obtain  from  $2,000  to  $5,000  for  negroes 
who  have  enlisted,  are  noted  and  worthy  members  of  this  secret  society 
in  Saint  Louis.    They  reside  near  Florida  and  are  rich  and  influential. 

Saint  Louis,  April  28, 1864. 
This  morning  at  about  10  o'clock  I  had  a  private  interview  with 
John  Taylor,  at  the  Montgomery  House,  said  interview  taking  place 
in  the  parlor  upstairs.  My  gradual  system  of  approaches  had  had  the 
desired  effect.  Cruse  had  talked  with  him  in  relation  to  me  and  they 
had  conversed  with  a  Mr.  Carr  (Buck  Carr")  about  me,  who  has  entire 
confidence  and  who  knew  a  man  of  my  name  in  Audrain.  Mr.  Taylor 
was  cautious  in  the  start,  but.  warmed  and  grew  confidential  as  I 
developed  my  subject.  He  admitted  to  me  that  he,  though  he  had 
taken  the  oath,  knew  how  to  tell  good  from  bad  men — rebels  from 
Union  men,  by  a  secret  order.  He  told  me  if  I  went  South  by  the 
river  without  initiation  in  this  order  that  1  would  be  in  danger  of  the 
rebels,  who  would  not  recognize  me  as  a  friend;  that  the  best  way  to 
go  South  was  to  go  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  I  would  find  Southern 
recruiting  officers  right  in  among  the  Federals,  who  could  get  me 
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tbrough ;  that  such  officers  were  now  all  over  Kentucky.  He  stated  to 
me  that  it  was  a  foregone  conclusion,  here  in  Missouri,  among  Confed- 
erate military  men,  that  Steele's  army  would  go  up;  that  Price  was 
now  drawing  him  into  his  coils;  that  the  news  of  Steele's  defeat  would 
be  the  signal  in  Missouri  for  a  general  uprising  of  the  rebels  here — 
from  30,000  to  50,000  strong — who  would  either  defeat  or  capture  all 
soldiers  and  obnoxious  citizens  or  drive  them  into  this  city;  that 
Price  was  only  drawing  Steele  as  far  from  the  help  of  succor  as  pos- 
sible, but  would  turn  upon  him  and  annihilate  him ;  that  Banks  was 
defeated  and  powerless,  and  that  the  whole  trans-Mississippi  would 
soon  be  held  again  by  the  Confederates.  He  laughed  heartily  at 
your  detectives;  said  two  of  them  were  at  his  liouse  a  few  nights 
previously;  one,  he  said,  gave  a  wrong  name;  that  his  true  name 
was  Shultz,  but  while  he  got  paid  for  it,  was  as  true  a  Southern 
man  as  he  (Taylor)  was.  He  said  Shultz  called  to  see  a  rebel  colonel, 
recently  released  from  Alton,  who  boards  at  Taylor's.  Taylor  had  no 
faith  in  Shultz,  though  he  had  been  on  Hindman's  staff.  While  there 
a  Doctor  Thornton,  formerly  of  Henry  County,  driven  off  by  Ewing's 
order  of  18(i3,  but  who  now  resides  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  who  is 
returning  from  Henry  County,  on  a  business  tour  to  Louisville,  came 
in.  Taylor  advised  me  to  go  with  him  to  Kentucky,  as  he  was  a  sound, 
reliable  Southern  man ;  he  told  me  I  was  in  great  danger  here  if  I  was 
in  no  business;  that  if  I  remained  long  I  must  follow  some  pretended 
avocation.  His  son  follows  the  river  and  is  active  as  a  spy.  Taylor 
did  not  call  him  such ;  he  only  told  me  what  he  did.  He  told  me  of 
great  shifting  of  troops  up  the  Ohio.  He,  in  brief,  received  me  and 
advised  me  as  a  rebel,  and  told  me  he  would  do  anything  to  assist  me 
in  making  my  way  into  the  Southern  Army,  invited  me  to  visit  him 
again  and  come  in  the  morning;  that  he  would  commend  me  as  a  rebel 
to  Doctor  Thornton,  who  has  a  rebel  brother-in-law  in  Monroe  County, 
Mo.,  but  I  have  forgotten  the  name.  Smith  did  not  answer  my  letter 
of  yesterday,  but  promptly  met  me  at  0  p.  m.  at  the  Everett  House. 
He  said  he  would  aid  me  personally  in  any  manner  he  could — that  was 
to  aid  me  to  get  South,  into  the  rebel  army — but  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  anything  relative  to  my  antecedents,  and  until  then 
he  must  treat  me  cautiously — that  was,  not  admit  me  as  a  member  in 
the  order  until  I  was  pronounced  sound  and  strictly  rebel. 

Saint  Louis,  April  39,  1864. 
I  succeeded  in  another  private  interview  with  John  Taylor.  He  con- 
ducted me  to  the  same  parlor  previously  spoken  of,  as  I  did  not  wish 
to  be  seen  at  his  hou.se  publicly.  He  commenced— after  introducing 
me  to  his  good  lady,  who  cordially  extended  her  left  hand  to  me— by 
saying  he  had  found  me  a  friend  in  whom  he  could  confide,  who  would 
leave  for  Louisville,  Ky.,  by  steamer  this  evening.  I  told  him  I  desired 
to  go  there  by  way  of  Springfield,  111.,  as  I  had  a  friend  there,  "  all 
right,"  with  whom  I  had  a  business  transaction  to  attend  to,  but  would 
be  in  Louisville  in  the  course  of  a  week.  He  said  I  should  have  the 
doctor's  address,  or  place  of  residence.  At  this  time  the  doctor  was 
not  in  the  house,  and  would  not  be  before  12  noon.  I  therefore 
requested  Mr.  Taylor  to  obtain  the  address  and  I  would  call  for  it 
to-morrow.  To  this  he  demurred,  and  requested  me  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  the  doctor,  who,  he  said,  was  a  high-toned  gentleman  and  a 
warm  Southern  man.  I  could  not  refuse  and  so  consented,  though  in 
danger  of  Federal  apprehension.  During  this  period  he  was  recount- 
ing his  losses  since  1861,  which  exceeded  $150,000.    His  former  home 
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was  in  Cooper  County,  and  he  came  here  last  fall;  says  he  is  very 
poor — making  nothing;  his  family  is  large;  his  brother-in-law,  Major 
Harris,  and  family  board  there.  During  the  interview  I  told  him  my 
services  might  soon  be  needed  in  Missouri,  "  Yes,"  said  he, "  more  than 
at  any  other  place."  1  told  him  I  would  soon  be  back  with  authority  for 
recruiting.  He  said  I  need  not  go  to  Louisville  for  authority  for  recruit- 
ing, as  not  twenty  miles  distant,  in  Illinois,  was  a  brigadier-general 
from  Mississippi,  recruiting  and  drilling  his  men.  After  the  doctor 
arrived  he  was  brought  up  to  my  room  and  introduced  to  me  by  Mr. 
Taylor.  The  doctor  was  happy  to  meet  me,  gave  me  his  name  and 
residence  as  Dr.  W.  T.  Thornton,  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  near  Broad- 
way, Louisville,  Ky.,  invited  me  to  make  his  house  my  home  i«  Louis- 
ville; said  he  would  do  anything  for  me  on  my  arrival  that  he  could. 
I  proposed  leaving,  but  Mr.'  Taylor  announced  dinner  and  insisted  on 
my  remaining  and  partaking  of  a  "fish  banquet,"  and  so  I  walked  in 
and  was  seated  in  reserve  among  the  "Coiifed  "  bon  ton  of  Saint  Louis. 
I  had  to  brace  my  nerves  for  this  comedy,  but  they  carried  me  through. 
McDonald  was  not  more  hospitably  treated  by  the  old  South  Carolina 
tories  than  was  1  by  my  good  host. 

Saw  Smith,  as  per  agreement,  near  the  Everett  House.  He  said  I 
had  his  best  wishes,  but  he  was  compelled  to  be  cautious  until  further 
advised.  I  appeared  quite  independent;  told  him  he  was  only  acting 
prudent;  that  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  brave  the  storm  and  push 
on.    Will  see  me  to-morrow.    He  is  friendly  but  dubious. 

M. 

Abraham  N.  McGuire,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says:  That  he  resides  in  Buchanan  County,  State  of  Missouri, 
and  is  by  occupation  a  school  teacher.  Was  born  and  raised  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina.  Has  lived  in  Missouri  three  years;  is  mar- 
ried and  has  a  family ;  was  sworn  into  the  so-called  Confederate  Army 
in  Kay  County,  Mo.,  in  July,  1863,  as  a  private  in  Company  C,  Second 
Missouri  Cavalry;  Oapt.  Thomas  Estes  was  commanding  Company  C 
of  said  regiment  at  that  time;  was  sworn  into  said  service  for  the  war, 
and  served  about  six  months,  and  surrendered  myself  to  Captain 
Woods,  commanding  post  at  Weston,  Mo.,  as  a  deserter  from  rebel 
army.  That  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  at  Liberty,  Clay  County, 
Mo.,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1864.  Never  took  the  oath  prior  to  last 
January.  Never  was  at  home  when  Federal  troops  came  into  the 
locality  where  he  lived ;  purposely  avoided  them.  Was  arrested  the 
12th  of  January,  1864,  at  Widow  Meeks',  near  his  own  residen(;e, 
charged  with  being  guerrilla  and  robber;  was  tried  at  Saint  Joseph, 
Mo.,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1864,  and  sent  here  the  27th  day  of  April 
last,  and  confined  in  Gratiot  Street  Military  Prison.  Has  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  result  of  his  trial.  That  he  informed  the  provost-marshal 
on  the  1st  of  May  that  he  desired  to  communicate  important  informa- 
tion, which  is  as  follows: 

That  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1863,  while  in  Buchanan 
County,  Mo.,  he  was  solicited  by  David  Brooks,  a  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel, living  in  his  (McGuire's)  neighborhood,  to  become  a  member  of  a 
secret  organization,  at  that  time  known  as  the  order  "Knights  of  the 
Golden  Circle."  That  he  was  duly  initiated  soon  after  he  was 
approached  by  "  Parson  Brooks,"  and  in  due  time  was  elected  vice- 
president  of  Lodge  No.  — .  Parson  Brooks  was  president  and  John 
Walliugford  was  secretary;  these  men  reside  there  and  the  latter  is  a 
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farmer.  The  objects  and  purposes  of  this  order  as  taught  to  him  were 
uneuding  hostility  to  the  Federal  Government,  its  recognized  agents 
and  armed  resistance  to  its  authority.  Sympathy,  aid,  and  comfort  to 
all  engaged  in  rebellion  under  a  solemn  oath.  The  penalty  for  disclos- 
ing the  secrets  of  this  order  was  death;  knows  of  no  instance  where 
this  penalty  was  inflicted.  The  members  of  this  order  were  obligated, 
under  oath,  to  give  aid,  comfort,  and  protection  to  all  who  were 
engaged  in  actual  rebellion,  whether  they  belonged  to  the  order  or 
not.  That  whenever  a  rebel  soldier  sought  aid  and  protection  in  his 
neighborhood  a  special  meeting  of  this  order  was  called  and  pro- 
visions made  to  forward  him  to  the  rebel  army,  each  member  contrib- 
uting in  accordance  with  his  pecuniary  circumstances.  That  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  winter  of  1863  a  rebel  soldier  by  the  name  of. 
Hull,  from  Platte  County,  Mo.,  was  assisted  in  this  manner;  money 
to  buy  a  horse  and  to  defray  expenses  was  raised  by  members  of 
this  order  at  a  place  in  Platte  County  called  "  Swain's  Settlement." 
Present  at  that  meeting  was  Colonel  Wilfley,  0.  S.  Army,  restored 
under  oath  and  bond,  who  is  president  of  the  grand  lodge,  comprising 
the  connties  of  Buchanan  and  Platte,  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  As 
near  as  he  recollects  the  following  is  a  list  of  the  members  of  said 
order  in  that  locality.  The  leading  men  are  as  follows :  Doctor  Beau- 
mont, John  Eagsdale,  Doctor  Bishop,  Itufus  Maggot,  William  Downing, 
Cicero  Downing,  near  New  Market,  Platte  County;  Hiram  Hurst, 
William  Phelan,  Thomas  Roberts,  Buchanan  County;  Lieut.  John 
Martin,  Paw  Paw,  Buchanan  County,  Mo.;  Charles  Spencer,  George 
Roberts,  first,  Joseph  White,  Buchanan  County;  B.  Downing,  Platte 
County. 

The  subordinates  are  as  follows :  Franklin  Spencer,  Thomas  Squires, 
Alfred  Squires,  John  Hendricks,  William  Walliugford,  George  Eoberts, 
second,  Calbert  Brown,  all  living  in  Buchanan  County;  William  Sharp, 
Boderick  Sharp,  John  Lewis,  Erastus  Carter,  Guy  Brown,  Green 
Thompson,  first.  Green  Thompson,  second,  John  Brown,  first,  John 
Brown,  second,  John  Brown,  third,  all  living  in  Platte  County;  Samuel 
King,  James  Lane,  John  Boss,  George  Boatwright,  John  Lykins,  first, 
near  the  line  of  Platte  and  Buchanan  Counties;  J.  Pepper,  Luke 
West,  John  Lykins,  second.  Green  Hackett,  George  Goldsberry,  George 
Gantt,  Platte  County;  John  Gantt,  Tuntz  Miller,  William  Moore,  John 
Moore. 

Influential :  Kobert  Thomas,  first,  Robert  Thomas,  second,  John  Whit- 
tington  and  brother,  Buchanan  County;  William  Allen,  James  Allen, 
Platte  County. 

George  Rector  and  Esquire  Willis,  of  Buchanan  County,  are  mem- 
bers, though  not  generally  known,  at  least  so  Parson  Brooks  says;  told 
him  (witness)  so.  That  when  he  left  home  to  go  South  in  July  last  arms 
and  gun  caps  were  privately  reported  concealed  upon  the  premises  of 
Esquire  Willis.  Steps  were  being  taken  at  that  time  to  remove  said 
arms,  but  whether  perfected  or  not  is  unable  to  state.  That  Calhoun 
Thornton,  a  rebel  recruiting  officer  from  Confederate  Army,  has  been 
and  is  now  recruiting  in  Clay,  J{ay,  Clinton,  Buchanan,  Platte,  and 
Holt,  and  probably  Andrew  Connties.  He  has  some  5,000  men  enlisted, 
if  reports  are  to  be  relied  upon,  and  stays  with  members  of  the  afore- 
said order. 

The  name  of  the  mail  carrier  in  that  locality  is  George  Phelan.    He 
collects  and  leaves  with  a  mail  every  three  weeks;  his  headquarters  are 
at  Fouse,  in  Buchanan,  and  the  men  uamed  as  members  herein  are 
correspondents  of  the  rebel  army. 
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The  only  reliable  Union  men  in  the  above  localities  within  his  knowl- 
edge are  as  follows:  Thomas  Miller,  between  Saint  Joseph  and  Weston, 
near  Spencer's  Mill;  John  Norris,  same  place;  Moses  Norris  and  one 
Hendley,  in  Buchanan. 

The  aforesaid  members  of  the  order  were  armed  and  equipped  by. 
Col.  James  Moss,  of  Paw  Paw  notoriety.    And  further  saith  not. 

A.  N.     McGUIKE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  May,  1864. 

J.  0.  DODGE, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Provost-Mar sJial-Oeneral. 

N. 

Louisville,  May  7, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  drop  yon  a  line  for  advice.  We  have  found  out  some  men 
who  are  doing  a  heavy  business  in  furnishing  men  and  arms  to  the 
enemy.  There  has  been  $17,00(»  spent  in  the  last  two  or  three  days 
for  arms.  There  is  another  place  where  they  are  doing  the  same  work. 
1  can  join  them  and  find  out  the  whole  arrangement  if  it  is  your  wish. 
There  is  a  rendezvous  out  some  ten  miles  from  this  city.  They  steal 
all  the  horses  they  need  out  of  the  Government  corral.  They  have  told 
me  all  about  their  arrangements.  They  intend  to  stay  out  there  until 
300  of  them  get  together,  and  then  run  into  the  city  and  rob  the  bank 
and  post-oflBce,  and  then  leave  for  Dixie.  1  think  that  if  something  is 
not  done  very  soon  with  this  State  she  is  gone  by  tlie  board.  Since  I 
have  been  here  they  have  furnished  over  2,000  men  to  the  enemy. 

Let  us  know  by  return  mail  what  to  do,  and  I  will  do  your  bidding. 

FOREESTEE. 

Report  of  James   M.  Forrester. 

Saint  Louis,  May  24, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson, 

Frovost-Marskal-Oeneral  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  left 
this  city  for  Louisville  on  the  morning  of  the  ]  1th  of  May  and  reached 
the  latter  place  next  morning.  Soon  after  my  arrival  there  I  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Edward  F.  Hoffman,  one  of  your  agents  you  had 
directed  me  to  and  with  whom  I  afterward  co-operated  while  there. 
By  Mr.  Hoffman  I  was  introduced  to  one  Doctor  Thornton, of  Missouri, 
and  Henry  Foster,  of  New  Orleans.  They  proved  to  be  rebels.  Foster 
afterward  proved  to  be  a  rebel  spy,  belonging  to  the  Fiity-sixth  Indiana 
\sic]  Volunteers,  C.  S.  Army.  He  had  been  all  through  the  cities  of 
Saint  Louis,  Memphis,  and  had  gone  down  to  Louisville  to  pick  up 
what  few  items  he  could.  Through  them  I  got  acquainted  with  other 
parties  in  the  city  of  Louisville  of  Southern  proclivities.  They  gave 
me  to  understand  they  were  furnishing  arms  and  munitions  of  war  and 
men  to  the  rebel  army.  I  professed  to  be  from  Missouri  and  a  rebel. 
They  wanted  me  to  join  and  go  with  them. 

I  made  the  necessary  preparations  with  the  authorities  at  Louisville 
to  receive  the  arms  that  they  furnished  us,  also  money.  I  took  down 
the  names  of  those  who  donated  them  and  handed  them  to  the  author- 
ities. I  caught  one  man  who  was  aiding  and  harboring  those  recruits 
while  they  were  trying  to  get  away.  I  also  caught  the  spy  Foster  and 
he  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities  at  Louisville.  He  was  travel- 
ing under  a  false  passport  and  a  false  name.  He  got  the  passport  from 
a  young  man  named  Henry  Foster,  ot  N  ew  Orleans.     His  name  is  Robert 
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Wilbur.  I  got  informatioQ  that  they  were  goiug  to  concentrate  all  the 
recrnits  at  a  man's  by  the  name  of  Grant  to  be  fed  and  taken  care  of. 
The  place  was  on  the  Bardstown  road,  thirteen  miles  from  the  city  and 
five  from  the  road;  and  also  at  a  man'sbythenameof  J.C.McGormick; 
he  lives  within  half  a  mile  from  the  road  on  the  opposite  side  of  Grant's. 
They  were  to  concentrate  there  and  after  they  were  armed  and  equipped 
they  were  to  enter  the  city  of  Louisville  in  the  night  and  rob  the  bank 
and  post-ofiBce  and  make  their  way  off.  They  were  to  get  their  saddles 
and  horses  out  of  the  Government  stable  on  Eighth  street,  in  Louisville, 
and  at  the  Government  corral  there.  They  were  then  to  join  Forrest, 
near  Smithland,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland  Eiver  or  thereabouts. 

A  great  many  of  the  citizens  of  Louisville  were  posted  in  this  matter 
and  helping.  John  Schneider,  306  Main  street,  Louisville,  was  treasurer 
of  the  fund.  Joseph  Martin,  same  firm,  was  the  leader  in  Louisville  to 
raise  money  and  buy  arms  and  ammunition.  There  was  also  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Steele,  at  Westport,  Ky.,  who  was  in  the  same  business. 
J.  H.  Cutler,  Main  street,  between  First  and  Second,  was  a  party  con- 
cerned; also  a  man  in  the  same  house  by  the  name  of  Sparks.  J.  D. 
Bonduraut,  322  M  ain,  between  Third  and  Fourth,  furnished  some  funds 
to  my  certain  knowledge.  I  saw  him  do  that.  C.  0.  Spencer,  same 
street,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Moore  furnished  money  at  the  same 
time.  J.  N.  Willard  &  Co.,  309  Green  street,  furnished  ammunition, 
revolver,  and  money.  Donnell,  the  other  member  of  this  firm,  is  the 
main  man,  and  from  him  I  myself  received  money  and  a  pistol. 

My  true  object  for  visiting  Louisville,  Ky.,  was  to  ascertain  something 
in  relation  to  a  secret  organization  that  was  going  on  in  the  States  of 
Indiana,  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  was  supposed  to  be  also  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
I  thought  Louisville  would  be  the  starting  point  to  find  out  something 
about  it.  Soon  after  I  got  there  I  learned  there  were  some  members 
there.  The  aforesaid  Thornton  and  Foster  were  members,  as  were  also 
J.  C.  McCormick,  Donnell,  Martin,  and  Sparks.  I  obtained  the  first 
degree  of  the  order — myself  and  Mr.  Hoffman  together,  McCormick 
and  Foster  told  me  about  it  first,  and  then  they  invited  me  up,  when 
they  initiated  me.  There  is  no  regular  lodge  there.  They  gave  me  the 
signs  and  the  name  of  the  order  and  its  intentions,  which  are  to  oppose 
the  present  Administration  in  all  measures  whatever;  never  to  join  the 
Federal  Army  on  any  account  whatever;  to  resist  their  draft;  join  the 
Southern  Army  if  you  feel  like  it,  they  being  those  we  are  to  look  to  in 
our  present  embarrassments  and  trouble  for  relief;  to  oppose  the  con- 
fiscation of  property  by  the  Federal  Government;  protect  with  our  lives 
if  necessary  the  property  of  Southern  men.  The  order  is  called  the  Star 
Organization.  Captain  Goloses,  of  Saint  Louis,  is  a  member  of  the 
organization.  They  are  required  at  all  times  to  keep  arms  and  ammu- 
nition in  the  house— Colt  revolvers  and  double-barreled  shotguns. 

On  my  way  from  Louisville  to  Saint  Louis  I  suspected  a  man  of  being 
a  member  of  the  order  and  gave  him  the  sign.  He  answered  it  cor- 
rectly. This  was  in  Illinois.  He  remarked,  "You  can  fiLd  plenty  of 
them  kind  of  men  in  Illinois."  The  conversation  did  not  go  any  fur- 
ther, because  the  cars  were  crowded.    I  did  not  learn  the  man's  name. 

In  my  travels  I  got  letters  of  recommendation  to  parties  in  Smithland 
and  in  Dniontown,  on  the  Ohio  Eiver — recommendations  to  men  who 
are  furnishing  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  Confederate  authorities. 
The  letters  were  kept  by  the  authorities  at  Louisville.  I  also  under- 
stood there  were  parties  in  Memphis  who  are  furnishing  the  Confeder- 
ate authorities  daily  with  these  things.  There  is  a  firm  in  Saint  Louis 
who  have  a  contract  and  its  name  is  Anderson  &  Watson. 
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The  feeling  in  Louisville  is  generally  in  favor  of  the  South  and  they 
rejoice  at  the  hearing  of  a  Federal  loss  and  a  Southern  victory.  They 
also  say  they  are  turning  the  Federal  officers  and  soldiers  to  be  South- 
ern men,  and  they  ( the  S'ederals )  are  getting  weaker  in  the  cause. 

From  all  that  I  can  learn  my  impression  is  that  the  present  officers 
ought  to  be  removed  from  there  and  others  put  in  from  loyal  States. 
The  Kentucky  forces  ought  to  be  removed  from  there. 

O. 

Reports  of  Edward  F.  Hoffman. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  May  19, 1864. 
Excuse  my  long  silence.    There  is  a  reason  for  it.    I  am  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  "  Star  Order."    I  start 
to-day  for  Indianapolis,  and  will  be  as  expeditious  as  possible. 

Indianapolis,  May  23, 1864. 
I  reached  this  point  on  the  20th,  and  have  been  diligently  engaged 
in  search  of  friends,  with  rather  poor  success  so  far.  I  can  hear  of 
them,  but  have  not  yet  recognized  one  man  by  the  signs  taught  me. 
There  is  such  an  organization  here.  They  have  places  of  meeting,  but 
the  whole  thing  seems  to  be  a  riddle,  and  whenever  an  exposure  takes 
place  the  signs  and  countersigns  are  changed.  I  see  the  badge  here 
on  various  places  of  business,  railroad  cars,  &c.  The  day  I  came  here 
I  stumbled  on  a  rebel  lieutenant  (Lewis,  released  from  Camp  Lookout, 
Va.,  through  the  amnesty  proclamation).  He  unbosomed  himself  to 
me.  He  is  afraid  to  hunt  up  the  rebels  here — afraid  to  inquire,  and 
hence  knows  none  of  them,  nor  of  this  organization.  I  will  try  and 
turn  him  to  some  account.  The  Sentinel  is  the  rebel  paper  here.  I 
wrote  the  editor  a  letter,  telling  him  that  I  resided  in  Central  Missouri; 
claimed  fraternal  relation  with  friends  here ;  had  failed  to  get  recogni- 
tion ;  was  here  for  an  important  purpose  and  desired  an  interview.  I 
find  detectives  here  on  every  corner — ail  spotted.  Lieutenant  Lewis 
says  they  have  all  tried  him,  but  he  plays  lawyer  on  them. 

Indianapolis,  May  23, 1864. 
I  fortunately  struck  the  current  to-day.  It  is  now  after  9  p.  m. 
Eemember  this '  The  order  is  in  national  council  here  to-night  and  has 
been  to-day,  though  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  into  it  for  want  of 
credentials.  I  have  worked  myself  into  the  confidence  of  one  who  is  in 
the  secret.  Missouri  has  her  delegates  here.  There  is  a  Judas  in  the 
body.  He  is  from  the  South.  While  I  write  he  is  with  Morton  and 
Oarrington,  selling  out  for.  $5,000.  You  may  think  this  strange  news 
for  one  to  have  who  has  not  spoken  to  a  military  man  or  detective  since 
here.  It  is  strange,  yet  true.  They  may  all  be  arrested  before  morn- 
ing. The  house  is  now  surrounded  by  a  guard.  Policy  may  prevent 
an  arrest.  My  note  to  Bingham,  of  the  Sentinel,  was  read  in  council 
to-day,  but  there  was  none  in  it  who  knows  me.  There  is  intense 
excitement  among  them.  One  of  them  ran  away  this  evening.  They 
are  alarmed  and  afraid  even  of  friends.  Every  Northern  State  is 
represented. 

Indianapolis,  May  26, 1864. 
I  am  now  armed  and  equipped,  as  the  law  directs.    There  was  no 
arrest  of  the  order.    The  member  and  General  C.  overruled  the  Gov- 
ernor, who,  I  learn,  is  quite  displeased.    The  authorities  are  in  the 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.       261 

dark  other  than  as  to  the  fact  of  the  meeting  of  the  order,  which  scat- 
tered on  the  night  of  the  23d.  Its  members  suspected  this  fishy  fellow, 
and  dispersed  without  completing  their  business.  I  have  no  doubt 
they  adjourned  to  meet  at  some  other  point.  Dp  to  this  meeting  and 
disaster  I  have  had  proof,  including  the  traveling  password.  This  will 
enable  me  to  change  with  my  "brothers"  and  keep  pace  with  the  times. 
They  are  all  in  a  sad  fright  here  and  afraid  to  recognize  one  another 
in  the  street.  1  am  arranging  everything  perfectly  for  future  oper- 
ations. I  will  leave  here  this  evening  for  Saint  Louis.  I  have  not  yet 
received  the  names  of  the  Missouri  members.  Among  those  in  attend- 
ance here,  however,  are  William  F,  Hall  and  Ben.  North,  of  Saint 
Louis. 

Statement  of  Edward  F.  Hoffman. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  28, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson, 

Provost- Mar shal-Oeneral  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

Colonel  :  I  herewith  submit  the  following  statement  of  my  oper- 
ations in  Louisville  and  elsewhere  while  acting  under  your  orders:  On 
the  L'Stli  of  April.  1804, 1  received  the  following  names  of  persons  of 
Southern  sympathies,  residing  in  Saint  Louis,  Mo.:  C.  E.  Dunn,  C.  L. 
Hunt,  S.  i).  Heudel,  E.  J.  llae,  John  Taylor,  Green  B.  Smith.  My 
object  in  procuring  these  names  was  to  become  familiarized  with  a  secret 
organization  supposed  to  be  in  existence  here.  I  had  to  make  my  rebel 
reputation  as  1  went.  1  therefore  assumed  the  name  of  a  rebel  of 
Audrain  County,  Mo.,  who  I  knew  to  be  absent  from  the  State,  and 
would  not  soon  return.  1  did  this  in  order  that  should  my  name  be 
traced  back  1  should  show  rebel  antecedents.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
reference  was  made,  and  that  my  success  in  this  undertaking  has  been 
greatly  facilitated  by  the  assumption  of  this  rebel  name. 

April  26. — 1  saw  John  Taylor,  of  the  Montgomery  House.  I  did  not 
converse  with  him  on  that  day,  but  conversed  with  a  boarder  of  his, 
Mr.  Cruse,  of  Henry  County,  Mo.  Mr.  Cruse  is  a  speculator.  Introduced 
myself  to  Mr.  Cruse  as  a  resident  of  Central  Missouri.  My  object  in 
approaching  Mr.  Cruse,  and  not  Mr.  Taylor,  was  that  he  might  converse 
with  Mr.  Taylor  in  relation  to  me  previous  to  my  conversing  with  him. 
After  explaining  myself  sufBciently  to  Mr.  Cruse  1  left  him  without 
broaching  the  matter  to  Mr.  Taylor.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  I 
visited  Mr.  Green  B.  Smith  at  his  place  of  business.  He  seemed  to 
have  faith  in  me  from  the  time  that  he  first  saw  me,  and  agreed  to  meet 
me  as  a  rebel  at  the  Everett  Hous,e,  in  this  city,  on  the  same  evening. 
I  told  him  the  same  that  I  told  Mr.  Cruse,  that  I  was  from  Central  Mis- 
souri; that  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  pass  through  the  Federal  lines, 
if  possible,  and  enter  the  Southern  Army;  that  I  knew  he  could  place 
me  in  possession  of  information  which  would  be  of  great  use  to  me; 
that  I  had  obtained  his  name  from  a  Mr.  Graham,  of  Mexico,  Mo.  He 
told  me  that  Mr.  Graham  should  have  given  me  a  letter;  that  if  he 
could  place  me  in  jiossession  of  the  information  I  desired  he  would  do 
so,  but  desired  first  to  ascertain  who  this  Mr.  Graham  was.  He  seemed 
much  interested  in  me,  and  willing  to  do  anything  for  me  that  he  could, 
if  I  could  convince  him  that  1  was  a  rebel.  He  told  me  that  the  best 
route  to  get  South  was  by  the  river,  and  the  best  boat  for  me  to  go  on 
was  one,  the  name  of  which  I  have  forgotten,  but  I  think  it  was  the 
Graham.     I  mentioned  her  in  my  previous  report. 

April  28,  29. — This  morning  I  had  a  private  interview  with  Mr.  John 
Taylor,  proprietor  of  the  Montgomery  House,  in  this  city.    Told  him 
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1  was  bound  for  the  South.  He  gave  me  directions  for  getting  there, 
and  told  me  that  the  best  route  to  get  to  the  Southern  Army  was 
througli  Kentucliy,  by  way  of  Louisville;  he  said  he  would  introduce 
a  particular  friend  of  his  to  me  with  whom  I  could  go  to  Louisville. 
This  friend  was  Br.  W,  T.  Thornton,  formerly  of  Henry  County,  Mo., 
but  now  a  refugee  and  resident  of  Louisville.  Mr.  Taylor  told  me  that 
the  doctor  was  a  true  Southern  man.  He  also  told  me  that  Mr.  Carr, 
a  stock  salesman,  of  North  Saint  Louis,  was  also  a  sound  Southern  man. 

Fearing  that  I  might  be  recognized  in  Saint  Louis  by  some  of  the 
members  of  this  organization,  should  I  be  initiated,  1  desired  to  go  to 
Kentucky,  and  wished  to  use  the  doctor  as  a  reference  there.  The 
doctor  promised  upon  my  arrival  at  Louisville  to  do  all  for  me  in  his 
power  to  procure  for  me  the  information  I  desired,  and  to  enable  me  to 
get  into  this  secret  organization,  that  I  might  thereby  be  enabled  to 
recognize  friends  from  foes.  He  and  Mr.  Taylor  both  insisted  upon  my 
becoming  a  member  of  this  organization,  telling  me  that  I  had  as  much 
to  fear  from  my  friends  as  from  my  enemies.  After  dining  with  Mr. 
Taylor,  by  invitation,  as  a  rebel,  1  parted  from  him  and  Doctor  Thorn- 
ton, with  the  understanding  that  I  should  meet  the  doctor  in  Louisville 
in  the  course  of  the  next  week,  I  telling  him — as  I  was  not  ready  to 
leave  the  city  then — that  I  should  go  by  way  of  Springfield,  111.  I 
requested  the  doctor,  if  possible,  to  procure  me  the  services  of  some  one 
who  designed  going  South,  who  was  full  of  boldness  and  experience. 
I  made  this  request  in  order  to  convince  him  that  I  was  in  earnest  in 
going  South,  and  further  that  it  was  probable,  if  he  procured  such  a 
man,  I  could  elicit  from  him  the  elements  of  this  secret  organization 
without  being  compelled  to  take  any  obnoxious  oaths. 

I  have  made  the  foregoing  statement  in  order  to  show  why  I  went  to 
Louisville  to  get  into  this  organization  in  preference  to  entering  it  in 
this  city. 

May  3. — I  left  Saint  Louis  for  Louisville  with  the  understanding  that 
I  should  stop  at  the  National  Hotel,  having  promised  to  meet  a  friend 
there  on  Thursday,  the  5th. 

May  4. — I  arrived  at  Louisville  this  morning.  I  called  on  Doctor 
Thornton,  who  resides  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  Broadway.  He 
returned  from  Saint  Louis  while  I  was  there  and  said  he  had  found  me  a 
friend — meauiufj  a  Confederate  soldier  of  the  description  I  had 
required — and  that  we  would  go  and  see  him  in  the  morning.  The 
name  of  this  man,  as  he  was  introduced  to  nie,  was  Foster.  He  is 
from  Louisiana,  and  purported  to  have  been  a  deserter  from  the  rebel 
army.  He  told  me  the  manner  in  which  he  procured  a  passport  to 
come  North :  He  sent  a  man  to  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans,  who 
obtained  a  pass  in  the  name  of  Foster  and  then  gave  him  the  passport, 
which  embraced  no  descriptive  list  and  therefore  was  transferable  to 
any  one.  By  this  means  he  came  North.  He  had  been  in  Saint  Louis — I 
suppose  as  a  spy.  He  told  me  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  planter;  that 
his  mother  was  a  widow  and  was  then  in  Hurope;  that  he  had  formerly 
belonged  to  the  infantry,  but  at  the  time  of  his  desertion — which  he 
said  was  induced  from  his  having  had  to  take  the  life  of  a  Confederate 
oflBcer— he  belonged  to  the  cavalry  of  Fitzhugh  Lee.  He  said  that 
he  could  tell  Southern  men  from  their  appearance;  that  he  judged 
Doctor  Thornton  to  be  a  Southern  man,  having  met  with  him  on  a 
steamer  going  from  Saint  Louis  to  Louisville ;  that  he  had  also  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  McCormick;  that  McCormick 
was  in  possession  of  the  secrets  of  this  organization.    I  explained  to 
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Foster  how  Decessary  it  would  be  to  us  to  procure  all  the  iuformatiou 
in  regard  to  this  society  we  could,  as  it  would  euable  us  to  tell  our 
friends  from  our  enemies;  and  that  as  he  was  deficient  in  funds  and  as 
I  had  not  much  left  our  friends  would  not  mistrust  us  as  being  any- 
thing else  than  true  Confederate  men ;  and  tliat,  therefore,  we  could 
procure  as  much  means  as  we  stood  in  need  of.  This  seemed  to  amuse 
him  as  well  as  please  him.  He  was  a  brave  and  fearless  young  man, 
willing  to  attempt  anything  that  a  wily  friend  might  suggest.  Doctor 
Thornton  attected  not  to  be  in  possession  of  the  secrets  of  this  organ- 
ization himself.  During  the  interview  with  Foster  I  was  introduced 
to  Mr.  Jack  Taylor,  a  keeper  of  a  boarding-house  at  519  First  street. 
He  was  then  entertaining  Foster  gratuitously,  knowing  him  to  be  a 
rebel.  This  Mr.  Taylor  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  had  given 
bonds  for  his  loyal  conduct.  He  had  a  house  full  of  boarders,  all  of 
whom  are  disloyal,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two.  His  wife  is  a 
most  loquacious  rebel.  She  told  me  that  she  was  a  Knight  of  the 
Golden  Circle. 

The  doctor  informed  me  that  there  was  a  peace  party  of  a  secret  char- 
acter— which  was  organizing  all  over  the  North — now  in  completion  in 
Missouri  and  Kentucky,  and  already  comi>leted  in  Illinois.  He  also 
told  me  that  the  ladies  of  Louisville  and  Kentucky  are  conveying 
ammunition  to  the  South  in  vast  quantities;  that  a  son  of  Tom  Moore, 
who  was  a  medical  student,  and  now  a  medical  inspector  on  the  staff 
of  GeneralPrice,  had  made  $75,000  on  medicine  in  one  year,  having  got 
a  return  upon  it  previous  to  leaving  for  the  Southern  Army.  This 
medicine  was  smuggled  through  the  lines,  principally  from  Louisville. 
The  doctor  seemed  to  rejoice  over  this,  and  said  what  a  shrewd,  smart, 
sagacious  fellow  the  young  doctor  was. 

May  5. — I  had  an  interview  at  No.  519  First  street  with  Foster,  pre- 
viously spoken  of,  Mr.  Foster's  true  name,  I  find,  is  Kobert  Wilbur. 
Mrs.  Taylor  said  that  they  were  very  fearful  when  Mr.  Foster  came 
to  their  house  that  he  had  been  sent  there  out  of  some  ruse  of  the 
Federals;  that  she  only  judged  him  to  be  a  Southern  soldier  from  his 
complexion,  which  was  quite  swarthy.  The  morning  that  the  doctor  and 
I  called  upon  Foster  first  we  met  Mrs.  Taylor  in  the  street,  who  was 
then  on  the  way  to  visit  the  doctor  to  see  whether  he  had  sent  Foster 
there  or  whether  he  was  an  imposter.  She  seemed  much  relieved 
when  she  found  that  Foster,  or  Wilbur,  had  not  misrepresented  him- 
self. They  fairly  idolized  him.  He  was  the  pet  of  the  family  and 
the  star  among  the  boarders.  I  was  introduced  this  morning,  during 
this  interview,  to  a  Mr.  Martin,  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Taylor.  There 
are  two  of  these  Mr.  Martins.  They  are  brothers.  One  of  them  is  a 
boarder  in  Taylor's  family,  the  other  is  not.  As  I  understood  it,  one 
of  them — Joseph  I  think — conducts  such  persons  as  have  a  desire  to  go 
to  the  Confederate  Army  to  a  safe  rendezvous.  They  are  taken  out  at 
night.  Foster  told  me  that  Mr.  Taylor  had  been  out  two  nights  during 
that  week;  that  he  and  Mr.  Martin  generally  got  the  boys  through. 
The  point  where  such  persons  are  taken  to  is  about  thirteen  miles  from 
Louisville,  as  represented  to  me.  He  told  me  that  they  had  taken 
thirty  or  forty  the  previous  night.  In  the  evening  I  went  with  Foster, 
by  invitation,  to  the  residence  of  Doctor  Thornton,  and  spent  the  even- 
ing in  reviling  the  Government,  in  which  the  doctor  took  a  leading  part. 
I  was  introduced  to  Miss  Anna  Thornton,  his  daughter,  and  Miss  Hop- 
kins, a  rebel  of  much  notoriety  in  Louisville.  The  doctor's  son,  James 
Thornton,  a  grown  young  man,  was  present  during  the  evening  and 


264  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

participated  iu  the  con  versatioii.  Wbeii  introduced  to  the  young  ladies 
they  shook  us  cordially  by  the  hand  in  the  presence  of  the  doctor,  say- 
ing that  as  we  were  rebels  they  would  be  familiar  with  us.  A  niece  of 
the  doctor's,  Miss  Jane  Todd,  was  also  present  and  took  part  in  the 
conversation.     She  is  a  dyed  rebel. 

May  6. — My  object  in  having  these  interviews  with  Mr.  Taylor, 
Foster,  Doctor  Thornton,  his  family  and  acquaintances,  was  to  familiar- 
ize myself  with  them,  and  while  I  had  my  true  object  ever  in  mind  I 
concealed  it  in  these  interviews  by  setting  forth  minor  points.  At  this 
time  I  was  in  bad  health  and  the  doctor  and  Mr.  Taylor — had  it  not 
been  for  this — showed  more  of  a  disposition  to  push  me  off  to  the 
Southern  Army  than  to  enable  me  to  get  the  information  I  desired.  I 
regarded  my  sickness  as  providential.  Several  times  they  reported  to 
me  that  the  route  was  open  for  me  and  Foster  and  my  friend,  Forrester, 
who  had  now  arrived  from  Saint  Louis,  and  who  was  co-operating  with 
me  to  gain  our  true  object.  At  this  time  I  w<as  boarding  at  No.  508 
Fifth  street,  with  a  Mrs.  Cummings,  who  is  a  vile  rebel,  as  well  as  the 
majority  of  all  her  boarders.  She  scoffed  at  an  old  lawyer,  a  very  gen- 
tlemanly old  man,  who  boarded  in  the  family,  but  who,  she  said,  was  a 
Black  Kepublican.  She  seemed  much  interested  in  me  and  Forrester, 
as  we  purported  to  be  rebels.  In  an  interview  that  I  had  with  Mrs. 
Taylor  to-day  she  told  me  she  had  formerly  lived  at  Westport,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville;  that  for  over  a  year  while  she  resided  there  she 
kept  a  rebel  flag  in  her  house  and  waved  it  as  all  the  steam-boats 
passed  up  the  river  by  Westport,  also  that  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Circle  had  met  in  her  house  and  had  held  their  meetings  there  as  long 
as  she  lived  there;  that  she  was  a  member;  that  when  the  Federals 
came  to  Westport  she  ascertained  that  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  was 
a  Knight  of  the  Golden  Circle;  I  think  she  said  that  he  was  the 
colonel  of  the  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry;  that  when  she  saw  him  she 
gave  him  the  sign,  which  he  answered  as  a  Knight  of  the  Golden 
Circle;  that  on  ascertaining  she  was  a  member  he  placed  a  guard 
around  her  xiremises  and  suffered  nothing  to  be  molested,  whereas  all 
the  vegetables  and  fruits  and  such  other  things  as  soldiers  could  pillage 
were  taken  from  Union  people,  which  gratitied  her  exceedingly,  and 
she  told  them  that  if  they  had  been  rebels  and  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Circle  their  property  would  have  been  equally  respected.  Mr.  Taylor 
told  me  that  the  Federal  military  authorities  had  stated  to  the  people 
that  they  could  not  be  arrested  for  their  sentiments  or  conversation, 
but  that  only  such  persons  were  arrested  as  were  giving  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  Confederates. 

May  7. — I  formed  an  acquaintance  to-day,  in  company  with  Forrester, 
with  a  Dr.  Worden  Heddington,  recently  a  major  and  (juartermaster  in 
Price's  army.  He  told  mc  he  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  iu 
the  same  breath  said  the  best  way  for  us  to  get  South  into  the  Confed- 
erate Army  was  through  Southeast  Missouri.  He  spends  much  of  his 
time  with  the  editor  of  the  Louisville  Journal,  George  D.  Prentice.  He 
says  Prentice  is  one  of  the  best  rebels  iu  Kentucky.  He  also  says  that 
Prentice  advises  his  rebel  friends  who  have  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
or  amnesty  not  to  talk  disloyal  sentiments  in  his  presence,  as  he  does 
not  wish  them  to  be  injured  by  him,  should  he  be  called  on  to  testify 
against  them,  nor  does  he  wish  them  to  endanger  him  by  talking 
disloyal  sentiments  to  him  in  the  presence  of  others,  who  might  use  it 
against  him  with  the  Federal  authorities.  He  asked  Forrester  and  I 
to  go  and  bo  introduced  to  him  as  spies  from  the  rebel  army.  As  we 
were  very  busy  in  other  pursuits  we  were  compelled  to  decline  the 
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invitation,  thinking,  too,  that  Prentice,  being  so  exceedingly  shrewd 
and  wary,  might  recognize  our  true  characters.  Doctor  Heddington 
told  me  that  Prentice  gave  $100  per  month  to  General  Thompson,  now 
or  recently  conhned  at  Johnson's  Island  military  prison.  Lake  Brie. 
Most  of  this  information  was  elicited  from  Heddington  while  under  the 
influence  of  stimulants.  While  1  regard  the  great  features  of  it  as 
entirely  true,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  there  is  considerable  bragga- 
docio in  said  Heddington.  I  was  introduced,  through  Foster  and  Hed- 
dington, to  a  Mr.  Schneider,  one  of  John  Morgan's  men.  I  was 
introduced  to  him  by  Heddington  as  a  rebel.  Doctor  Thornton  informed 
me  to-day  that  much  money  was  contributed  by  the  citizens  of  Louis- 
ville, Lexington,  and  other  points  in  Kentucky  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing arms  for  the  use  of  the  rebel  army.  He  told  me  that  the  wife  of 
George  D.  Prentice  was  a  true  Southern  woman  and  a  great  rebel;  that 
lately  she  had  called  upon  her  husband  for  $400,  which  was  her  con- 
tribution for  the  purchase  of  a  large  lot  of  arms  for  the  Confederates; 
that  Prentice  gave  her  a  check  upon  his  banker  for  $400.  In  this  con- 
versation Heddington  stated  that  on  that  day  they  were  expecting  $2,000 
from  the  city  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  for  the  same  purpose. 

On  the  afternoon  of  to-day,  in  company  with  Mr.  Forrester,  I  was 
introduced  into  the  family  of  Mrs.  Oarll,  or  Caarl.  She  resides  on 
Seventh  street,  between  Green  and  Walnut,  I  think.  We  did  not  see 
her,  but  were  first  made  acquainted  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Craddock, 
who  resides  five  miles  from  the  city  on  the  Bardstown  road.  Mrs. 
Craddock  expressed  great  gratification  in  forming  the  acquaintance  of 
rebels;  told  us  if  we  got  into  trouble  and  were  about  to  be  arrested  to 
seek  her  home ;  that  she  would  hide  us  and  feed  us,  and  enable  us,  if 
])0ssible,  to  evade  the  authorities.  She  sent  for  her  sister,  Miss  Sydney 
Carll,  who  was  absent,  to  come  home  in  order  that  we  might  be  intro- 
duced to  her.  On  the  arrival  of  Miss  Sydney  she  received  us  most  cor- 
dially. We  were  introduced  to  her  by  Doctor  Heddington,  who  told 
her  that  we,  including  himself,  were  all  going  off  next  week  to  the  army. 
Miss  Sydney  sang  for  us  several  new  Confederate  songs,  playing  at  the 
same  time  on  the  piano.  Miss  Sydney  told  us  that  if  we  got  in  trouble 
to  see  her ;  that  she  had  a  place  where  she  could  secrete  us,  in  a  large 
box  upstairs.  She  advised  us  to  be  very  prudent  in  all  that  we  said 
and  did  in  Louisville.  This  was  also  the  advice  of  Doctor  Hedding- 
ton. Mrs.  Craddock  said  that  Ave  should  visit  her  at  her  home  in  the 
country,  as  her  husband  would  be  glad  to  entertain  us. 

May  8. — I  was  introduced  by  Doctor  Heddington  to  a  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham, of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  who  was  stopping  at  the  National  Hotel,  in 
Louisville.  .  The  doctor  represented  Mr.  Cunningham  as  being  a  true 
Southern  man ;  that  we  could  place  implicit  confidence  in  him  as  such. 
In  this  Mr.  Cunningham  assented. 

May  9. — Up  to  this  time  we  could  not  learn  definitely  that  there  was 
a  secret  organization  of  the  character  that  we  Avere  in  search  of  in  Louis- 
ville. Forrester  had  assigned  a  diflereut  reason  in  coming  to  Louisville 
than  I  had.  I  had  professed  a  perfect  willingness  to  go  as  soon  as  the 
way  was  open,  of  which  the  doctor  and  Mr.  Taylor  Avere  to  be  the  judges. 
He  represented  that  he  was  looking,  not  alone  for  himself,  but  for  others. 
It  was  therefore  necessary  that  I  should  have  some  grounds  for 
postponing  my  trip.  In  truth  I  was  sick.  If  I  had  been  continually 
seen  upon  the  street  they  would  at  once  reason  that  my  sickness  was 
feigned,  a  thing  which  would  have  .justly  caused  them  to  distrust  me. 
Until  we  could  get  further  information  it  Avas  necessary  for  me  to 
remain  as  close  to  my  room  as  possible,  Forrester  urging  that  I  would 
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not  make  a  soldier  and  Doctor  Thorutou  advising  me  to  remain  for  the 
present  in  Louisville,  stating  that  I  would  not  be  suspected  as  a  Con- 
federate soldier,  as  my  appearance  was  such  as  to  indicate  a  lawyer, 
doctor,  or  preacher;  that  if  I  was  questioned  on  the  subject  to  state 
that  I  was  a  doctor  and  relative  of  his;  that  this  would  be  sufficient 
reason  for  being  frequently  seen  at  his  house;  that  he  and  his  family 
enjoyed  my  company  very  mnch,  and  desired  me,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
spend  all  my  unoccupied  time  in  his  family.  Tliis  I  understood  to 
proceed  from  my  being  a  rebel.  I  would  here  state  that  the  doctor  has 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  is  under  heavy  bonds,  as  I  understood 
him.  While  I  was  confined  to  my  room  Forrester  kept  the  run  of 
what  was  going  ou  outside;  he  did  tlie  work  and  I  furnished  such 
counsel  as  I  was  enabled  to  give. 

I  visited  Miss  Sydney  Carll  at  her  residence  to-day.  While  remark- 
ing that  I  might  be  arrested  if  I  remained  too  long  in  the  city,  she  said 
to  me  that  she  had  a  good  friend  in  the  oflQce  of  the  provost-marshal  at 
Louisville. 

I  ascertained  to-day  that  Mr.  Martin,  previously  referred  to  in  this 
statement,  and  who  keeps  a  liquor  store  on  Main  street,  is  the  one  who 
obtains  the  arms  for  the  rebel  soldiers.  He  says  that  $17,000  worth 
have  been  purchased  within  the  last  few  weeks.  The  rendezvous 
where  the  arms  and  soldiers  are  secreted  is  at  Mr.  Grant's,  about 
thirteen  miles  from  the  city.  Mr.  Martin  proposed  to  have  the  city 
bank  robbed  of  all  its  funds,  all  the  arms  in  the  city  captured,  custom- 
house robbed,  and  the  post-office  also.  A  Mr,  Steele,  who  resides  a 
short  distance  up  the  Ohio  Biver,  is  in  the  same  business  as  Mr.  Mar- 
tin and  co-operates  with  him. 

May  10. — I  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Florence,  residing  near 
Boston,  Nelson  County,  who  professes  to  be  a  strong  rebel. 

May  11. — I  spent  the  forenoon  with  Forrester  and  R.  P.  Leage,  who 
keeps  a  saloon  near  the  Louisville  theater.  Leage  had  previously  been 
in  the  rebel  army,  but  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  given 
bonds,  but  stated  a  desire  to  go  with  us  to  the  Confederate  ^my, 
fearing  that  he  shouhl  be  drafted.  In  the  evening  I  went  to  the  Louis- 
ville theater  with  Mrs.  Taylor,  by  her  request,  Forrester  going  with  a 
Miss  Ellen  Davis,  a  boarder  in  Mrs.  Taylor's  family.  They  went  with 
us  because  we  were  rebels.  We  still  thought  that  this  society  existed 
in  Louisville,  but  that  they  might  mistrust  us,  and  therefore  did  not 
lead  us  into  its  secrets.  We  conceived  that  the  best  way  to  reach  the 
faith  of  the  rebel  men  was  through  the  rebel  women.  In  this  I  think 
we  happily  succeeded. 

May  1^. — I  ascertained  to-day  that  a  Mr.  Sharp,  a  liquor  merchant 
on  Main  street,  is  engaged  in  the  same  business  as  Martin— furnishing 
arms  and  conveying  soldiers  to  the  rendezvous  at  Grant's.  We  never 
lost  sight  of  our  true  object.  Whenever  an  opportunity  presented 
itself  for  ascertaining  any  information  in  regard  to  it,  we  took  advan- 
tage of  it.  It  was  our  good  fortune  this  day  to  ascertain  that  the 
organization  existed  in  Grant's  neighborhood  and  met  at  Grant's 
house.  We  ascertained  this  through  Foster,  or  Wilbur.  Foster  had 
previously  told  us  that  he  had  taken  the  first  degree  of  the  order.  We 
conceived  tiie  idea  of  extracting  the  secret  from  him.  The  man  who 
had  initiated  him,  McCorinick,  had  promised  to  be  in  the  city  before 
this  time,  but  up  to  this  time  had  not  come,  nor  had  Foster  heard  from 
him.  We  were  delaying  things  until  he  came.  We  thought  it  a  dan- 
gerous expedient  for  both  or  either  to  go  to  Grant's,  as,  if  we  should 
be  suspected,  or  anything  found  upon  us  that  would  create  suspicion, 
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we  would  pay  for  it  with  our  lives,  well  knowing  the  character  of  the 
men  with  whom  we  were  dealing.  We  now  felt  sure,  without  a  mishap, 
of  gaining  the  desired  point. 

May  13, — I  ascertained  to-day  that  a  man  named  Thomas  Forrest, 
from  the  South,  passed  through  Louisville  yesterday  for  Saint  Louis. 
He  is  a  tall  man,  with  dark  whiskers,  and  has  on  a  new  suit  of  dark 
clothes.  I  further  ascertained  that  he  had  received  $500  from  friends 
in  this  city.  There  is  a  iieculiarity  in  his  handwriting,  thus: 
"  thomas,"  for  "  Thomas."  He  is  a  rebel  spy.  This  evening  I  was 
introduced  by  Foster  to  a  man  named  William  H.  Harrison,  who  repre- 
sented himself  to  me  as  being  a  captain  in  Col.  John  Morgan's  cavalry, 
and  was  captured  in  a  private's  uniform  during  the  Morgan  raid  in 
Ohio,  in  the  summer  of  1863,  He  told  me  that  when  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  not  being  in  oflBcers'  uniform,  he  represented  himself  to  the 
Federal  authorities  as  a  private,  as  did  also  a  lieutenant  in  the  same 
regiment,  and  both  were  confined  in  Gamp  Chase,  Ohio,  instead  of  John- 
son's Island,  where  all  the  oflBcers  were  sent.  During  last  winter  he 
and  the  lieutenant  referred  to,  together  with  thirteen  privates,  made 
their  escape  from  Camp  Chase,  passing  through  the  State  of  Illinois, 
thence  southward,  scattering  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  He  was 
rearrested  in  Tennessee,  having  been  reported  to  the  Federal  author- 
ities, he  says,  by  a  man  who  was  formerly  a  rebel,  and  who  had  given 
him  much  information  in  relation  to  the  Federal  authorities  and  their 
doings,  while  he  (Harrison)  was  in  the  Confederate  secret  service,  under 
Bragg.  Harrison  told  me  that  before  reaching  Illinois  he  wrote  to  Con- 
gressman Allen,  whose  Christian  name  I  forget,  but  think  he  called 
him,  socially,  "Josh  Allen,"  telling  him  that  he  and  his  companions 
had  escaped  from  Camp  Chase  and  were  on  their  way  South.  He  said 
he  had  previously  known  Allen ;  that  when  they  arrived  there  they 
were  most  cordially  received  by  Allen  and  his  family,  well  cared  for, 
and  secreted  daring  their  stay,  and  sent  on  their  way  rejoicing,  and 
that  Allen  was  a  good  rebel.  He  stated  particularly  that  Allen  was  at 
home,  but  the  precise  date  I  do  not  think  he  stated,  and  if  he  did  I  have 
forgotten  it.  Of  this  much,  however,  I  am  sure,  that  this  was  during 
the  winter  of  1863.  I  think  he  told  me  that  Allen  represented  the  Ninth 
Congressional  District  of  Illinois.  This  Captain  Harrison  further  stated 
to  me  that  he  designed  to  return  to  the  Confederate  Army,  and  without 
breaking  his  parole,  he  would  go  to  some  Union  man's  house  in  the 
country,  having  previously  arranged  with  guerrillas,  or  Confederate 
soldiers,  in  the  neighborhood  to  arrest  him  at  that  house  on  a  particular 
night  which  he  should  designate.  On  being  arrested  he  would  state 
before  this  Union  man  that  he  did  not  want  to  be  taken  prisoner;  that 
he  was  a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole,  regarded  his  parole  as  sacred,  and 
wished  to  be  left  to  return  to  the  Federal  authorities.  The  guerrillas,  or 
Confederate  soldiers,  were  thus  to  be  made  to  appear  to  carry  him  off 
against  his  will.  By  this  manner  he  expected  to  return  to  the  Confed- 
erate Army  without  sacrificing  his  parole. 

May  14. — Dr.  W.  T.  Thornton  told  me  to-day  that  Illinois  had  sent 
three  commissioners  to  Richmond  to  treat  with  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties in  regard  to  the  recognition  of  the  South  and  the  co-operation  of 
the  Democratic  party  at  the  North  with  the  South.  He  told  me  he 
knew  this  to  be  so. 

May  15. — Captain  Cunningham,  of  Nashville,  designs  going  into  the 
business  of  smuggling  on  the  Cumberland  Kiver,  and  taking  such 
necessaries  for  selling  to  guerrillas  and  disloyal  persons  as  he  can 
exchange  for  salable  commodities.    He  has  sent  a  man  to  Saint  Louis 
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to  purchase  a  boat  for  that  purpose.  Captain  Cunningham  boards, 
when  in  Louisville,  at  the  National  Hotel.  He  consorted  with  me  as  a 
rebel;  asked  me  to  drink  with  him  as  a  rebel;  told  me  I  could  not  be 
too  prudent  while  I  remained  in  Louisville. 

May  16. — Foster,  or  Wilbur,  states  that  a  Mr.  Fink,  of  Louisville, 
reported  to  Mr.  Taylor,  or  Doctor  Thornton,  that  Forrester  was  a 
si)ecial  policeman  in  the  Government  employ  from  Saint  Louis.  Foster's 
faith  in  both  of  us  was  too  strong  to  believe  it.  He  told  it  to  us  in 
con  ti  deuce. 

May  17. — Miss  Jane  Todd,  of  Avhom  I  have  spoken  previously,  and 
who  is  ail  inmate  of  the  family  of  Doctor  Thornton,  showed  me  a  large 
silver-mounted  Bowie  knife,  which  she  said  she  was  keeping  for  a 
Missouri  friend  of  hers.  She  also  stated  that  she  had  a  revolver,  which 
she  had  purchased  in  Saint  Louis  through  one  of  the  best  Union  men 
in  Henry  County,  Mo.  He  purchased  it  for  her  because  he  was  above 
suspicion.    I  did  not  learn  his  name. 

May  18. — I  got  acquainted  to-day,  at  the  boarding-house  of  Mrs.  Cum- 
mings,  previously  mentioned,  with  Doctor  Draper,  of  Tennessee,  who 
was  a  rebel  surgeon  in  Thompson's  regiment  in  the  Southern  Army; 
also  with  a  young  Doctor  Montgomery,  who  has  been  in  a  rebel  hospital. 
Although  they  have  taken  the  oath  they  both  express  sympathy  for 
the  South  and  disloyal  sentiments.  They  were  going  to  Tamaroa,  111. 
Doctor  Draper  has  a  brother  at  Louisiana,  Mo.,  who,  he  said,  was  all 
right.  I  was  also  introduced  to-day  to  Mr.  McCormick,  who  resides  in 
Bullitt  County,  Ky.,  and  who  is  a  member  of  the  Star  Orgauization,  as 
he  terms  it.  He  initiated  us — Forrester  and  myself — in  the  presence 
of  Foster,  or  Wilbur,  into  this  secret  organization.  The  initiation  took 
place  in  onr  private  room  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Cummings.  One  of  the 
obligations  of  said  organization  is  not  to  enlist  in  the  Federal  Army; 
another  to  resist  the  draft  by  force  of  arms ;  to  vote  for  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency  who  is  utterly  opposeii  to  the  present  Federal  Adminis- 
tration, lu  Kentucky  it  further  binds  the  member  to  resist  the  confis- 
cation of  property ;  each  member  is  required  to  keep  a  double-barreled 
shotgun,  a  revolver,  and  plenty  of  ammunition.  Imprudent  persons, 
though  Southern  in  feeling,  are  not  admitted  as  members  of  the  organ- 
ization, but  their  brother  members  procure  ammunition  and  arms  for 
them,  which  are  to  be  reserved  for  time  of  need.  You  are  also  sworn 
to  do  all  in  your  power  to  damage  the  Administration  by  misrepre- 
sentation, and  whenever  opportunity  offers  to  destroy  all  Government 
property. 

May  19. — Captain  Harrison  called  on  me  this  evening  at  Mrs.  Cum- 
mings' and  stated  to  me  that  he  had  just  assisted  five  men  to  leave  on 
the  train,  on  their  way  South;  that  he  had  procured  them  money  and 
arms.  He  desired  me  to  call  on  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Hoff- 
man, with  whom  he  had  formerly  boarded,  and  who,  he  said,  was  anx- 
ious to  become  acquainted  with  me,  as  I  was  in  the  city  and  was  a 
good  rebel.  Harrison  said  that  Mr.  Hoffman  had  boarded  him  for 
nearly  two  months,  because  he  knew  him  to  be  a  rebel,  although  he  was 
on  parole;  that  if  he  (Harrison)  had  been  loyal  he  would  not  have  been 
thus  entertained  by  Holimau,  as  Hoffman  was  a  true  Southern  man. 
James  Wintersmith,  who  stays  with  his  uncle,  Mr.  Jacobs,  of  Fourth 
street,  assisted  in  collecting  funds  for  the  purchase  of  arms  for  Foster, 
Forrester,  and  himself,  and  was  to  leave  on  the  steamer  Tyrone  when 
Foster  and  Forrester  left,  but,  thinking  that  they  might  be  arrested 
and  that  he  would  be  arrested  with  them,  he  designed  going  by  the 
cars  to  Bvausville,  and  there  intercept  the  steamer  Tyrone  with  them. 
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This  boy  Wintersmith  has  been  once  released  by  the  Federal  authori- 
ties, having  been  taken  prisoner  during  Morgan's  raid.  He  told  me 
that  a  Federal  officer  had  said  to  him  if  he  would  wait  a  few  days  he 
would  give  him  a  paper  to  a  Federal  oflScer  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  that 
would  enable  him  to  get  safely  through  the  Federal  lines.  Wintersmith 
was  not  arrested,  but  Foster  and  Forrester  were.  By  arrangement  on 
the  part  of  McCormick,  Foster  and  Forrester  were  to  leave  for  Smith 
land  on  the  steamer  Tyrone,  McCormick  having  procured  free  passage 
for  them  on  that  boat,  the  captain  knowing  that  they  were  rebels  and 
destined  for  the  Confederate  Army.  I  saw  Foster  on  Green  street  in  the 
forenoon.  Ee  told  me  he  was  waiting  for  the  delivery  of  a  revolver,  or 
repeater,  as  he  termed  it,  and  that  as  soon  as  he  procured  it  he  would 
leave.  He  expected  to  procure  it  from  a  man  near  the  post-office  and 
custom-house,  on  Green  street,  whose  name  1  did  not  learn.  The  man 
is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  between  the  Louisville  theater 
and  the  post-office. 

By  previous  arrangement  with  the  U.  S.  military  authorities,  Foster, 
Forrester,  and  McCormick  were  arrested  after  they  had  secured  their 
passage  on  the  Tyrone.  Some  money  had  been  contributed  by  South- 
ern sympathizers,  whose  names  I  did  not  learn,  to  defray  their 
expenses  until  they  got  farther  south.  Foster  and  McCormick  were 
retained  in  prison  and  Forrester  released.  He  left  that  evening  for 
Saint  Louis. 

By  instructions,  after  gaining  what  information  I  could  in  relation  to 
this  organization  in  Louisville,  I  was  to  proceed  to  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
to  see  what  the  organization  was  doing  at  that  point.  I  thought  it 
imprudent,  as  Forrester  had  been  suspected,  for  me  to  go  to  Grant's,  as 
the  risk  was  too  great.  Having  procured  all  the  information  that  was 
practicable  in  Louisville  in  regard  to  this  organization,  I  left  by  the 
evening  train  for  Indianapolis. 

May  20. — After  arriving  at  Indianapolis  I  endeavored,  by  the  infor- 
mation I  had  received  in  Kentucky,  to  be  recognized  in  the  usual  way 
by  members  of  the  organization,  but  seemingly  without  ettect.  Late  in 
the  evening  of  to-day  I  became  acquainted  with  a  Mr.  Lewis,  of  North 
Carolina,  who  has  been  confined  until  late  in  the  spring  at  Camp  Look- 
out, in  Virginia  or  Maryland.  He  told  me  that  Dr.  L.  F.  Kussell,  who 
was  the  chief  surgeon  at  that  point  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  was  exceedingly 
kind  to  him  while  there;  that  through  him  he  succeeded  in  getting  into 
the  hospital;  that  Doctor  iiussell,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  prison, 
would  pass  letters  for  him  to  his  friends,  and  receive  answers  to  them 
in  his  own  name;  that  by  that  means  he  was  enabled  to  procure  money 
in  quantity.  This  was  a  violation  of  established  prison  laws.  That 
when  money  was  received  by  prisoners  the  authorities  kept  it,  only 
allowing  the  i)risoners  $5  at  a  time  in  sutler's  checks;  and  that,  through 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Hill,  now  provost-marshal  of  one  of  the  Congres- 
sional districts  of  Indiana,  and  who  was  formerly  from  North  Carolina, 
Governor  Morton  had  interceded  for  him  and  recommended  his  release. 

Lewis  regards  General  Carrington,  now  in  chief  command  at  Indian- 
apolis, as  a  very  conservative  or  democratic  officer.  He  said  that  Gov- 
ernor Morton  and  General  Carrington  indulge  him  in  talking  just  as  he 
pleases;  that  no  detective  could  injure  him ;  that  he  is  in  the  confidence 
of  the  principal  officers  at  Indianapolis,  and  that  they  allow  him  to  say 
and  do  what  he  pleases.  He  told  me  further  that  he  was  taken  in  line 
of  battle  at  Gettysburg;  that  he  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Confederate 
Array,  but,  being  in  private's  uniform  and  representing  himself  to  be 
such,  he  was  detained  at  Camp  Lookout  as  a  private  and  was  released 
on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
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May  21. — I  wrote  a  confidential  letter  to  day  to  Mr.  Bingham,  editor 
of  the  State  Sentinel,  published  at  this  place.  In  this  letter  I  stated  to 
him  that  I  was  from  Central  Missouri;  that  I  was  a  member  of  this 
secret  organization;  that  from  some  cause  or  other  I  had  not  suc- 
ceeded in  being  recognized  by  the  members  in  this  city  as  such;  that  I 
was  here  for  a  good  purpose;  that  I  desired  a  privat*  interview  with 
him  in  order  that  I  might  be  tested,  and  learn  what  diflference  there  was 
between  me  and  the  members  of  the  organization  at  Indianaimlis.  I 
left  this  letter  with  his  clerk  in  the  counting-room  of  the  Sentinel  oflSce, 
and  I  desired  an  answer  through  the  same  channel.  I  called  several 
times  without  receiving  an  answer.  On  the  23d  I  called  again  and 
found  him  in  the  counting  room.  He  asked  me  what  reason  I  had  in 
writing  him  such  a  letter,  affecting  great  indignation.  He  told  me  that 
if  he  knew  anything  about  me  he  would  have  me  arrested  by  the  Gov- 
ernment ofiBcials;  that  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  had  no  secrets;  that 
he  was  not  a  member  of  any  secret  organization,  and  asked  me  who  it 
was  that  had  paid  me  for  writing  such  an  insulting  letter  to  him.  "Ah," 
said  he,  "I  recognize  you  now.  1  know  who  you  are.  I  know  you 
well,  and  the  sooner  you  get  away  from  here  tbe  better  for  you."  By 
this  he  meant,  as  I  understood  it,  that  he  was  a  member  of  this  secret 
organization,  and  aimed  to  intimidate  me  and  frighten  me  away,  if  pos- 
sible, from  Indianapolis. 

May  22. — I  had  an  interview  with  Lieutenant  Lewis,  but  elicited 
nothing  of  importance  from  him.  I  began  to  suspect  him  as  a  Govern- 
ment detective  himself. 

May  23. — I  had  an  interview  with  Lieutenant  Lewis,  and  through 
him  I  learned  that  a  national  council  of  this  organization  was  at  this 
time  in  convention  in  the  Palmer  House.  He  informed  me  that  every 
Northern  State  was  represented;  that  Missouri  and  Kentucky  were 
re])resented,  and  mentioned  the  name  of  Doctor  Bullitt  as  one  of  the 
delegates  from  Kentucky;  that  Bingham,  the  editor  of  the  Sentinel, 
was  then  in  the  room ;  that  my  note  to  him  had  been  read  in  the  con- 
vention to  ascertain  who  I  was,  but  that  the  members,  including  the 
Missouri  delegation,  stated  that  they  knew  me  not,  and  that  unless  I 
had  written  credentials  I  could  not  be  admitted.  One  of  the  members 
of  the  organization  with  whom  Lieutenant  Lewis  had  been  acquainted 
in  North  Carolina  gave  him  full  proceedings  and  workings  of  the  con- 
vention. This  member  offered  to  reveal  to  Governor  Morton  and  Gen- 
eral Carrington  the  full  proceedings  if  they  would  agree  to  pay  him 
$5,000.  He  said  to  Lewis  that  he  was  suspected  by  the  members,  and 
one  of  them  had  made  his  escape,  expecting  that  all  would  be  arrested, 
and  that  Bingham  was  the  man  who  first  suspected  him.  Lewis  further 
told  me  that  this  Judas  member  said  Governor  Morton  wanted  all  of 
them  arrested,  but  Carrington  thought  it  impolitic,  and  that  it  would 
implicate  this  member ;  he  also  thought  that  there  was  a  lack  of  authority 
for  making  the  arrests.  On  the  23d  they  adjourned  without  letting 
this  member  know  at  what  point  they  would  reassemble. 

May  24. — Lewis  informed  me  that  S.  P.  Coffin,  the  member  spoken  of 
as  being  suspected  by  the  convention  and  who  came  with  the  Kentucky 
delegation,  was  a  U.  S.  detective,  and  that  he  was  in  the  council  on 
the  23d. 

May  25. — Lewis  revealed  himself  to  me  to- day.  He  told  me  that  he 
had  accepted  the  position  of  a  Government  detective,  but  that  he  would 
prove  to  me  that  he  was  a  true  Southern  man.  He  placed  me  in  pos- 
session of  the  information  I  was  in  search  of,  beliieving  me  to  be  a  strong 
sympathizer  with  the  South,  and  to  show  me  that  he  was  using  his 
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positioD  to  aid  the  South.  The  information  I  desired  was  the  secrets 
of  this  organization  as  it  exists  in  Indiana.  Lewis  said  he  had  been 
initiated  by  his  friend  Coffin,  of  North  Carolina.  Lewis  never  suspected 
me  as  being  anything  else  than  a  true  Southern  man,  and  that  is  what 
he  meant  by  saying  he  would  prove  to  me  that,  altliough  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  a  detective,  he  at  heart  was  also  a  true  Southern  man. 

By  examining  the  registers  at  the  different  hotels  I  saw  two  names, 
those  of  Ben.  North  and  William  P  Hall,  as  being  here  from  Saint 
Louis,  and  suspect,  though  I  do  not  know  it  to  be  a  fact,  that  they  are 
the  delegates  from  Missouri. 

May  56".— Through  Lewis  I  ascertained  that  the  convention  of  this 
secret  organization  adjourned  to  meet  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  they  are 
now  supposed  to  be  assembled.  Governor  Morton  sent  a  man  to  Louis- 
ville for  the  purpose  of  getting  inside  the  convention.  All  the  members 
of  the  organization  in  Indianapolis  had  become  so  frightened  that  they 
would  answer  no  sign  upon  the  street,  and  they  seemed  to  suspect  one 
another,  and  appeared  fearful  that  the  whole  organizsition  would  be 
immediately  arrested.  All  this  information  Lewis  revealed  to  me  as  a 
detective  in  the  employ  of  the  Government,  believing  me  to  be  what  I 
represented  myself  to  him,  a  true  Southern  man,  and  pointed  out  the 
other  detectives  to  me  in  order  that  I  might  know  and  avoid  them.  He 
further  told  me  that  many  of  the  civil  officers  of  the  State  were  mem- 
bers of  this  secret  organization ;  that  they  believed  him  to  be  a  sound 
Southern  n)an,  and  revealed  themselves  to  him  accordingly.  He  men- 
tioned particularly  the  auditor  of  State,  who,  he  said,  was  the  best 
Democrat  in  Indiana. 

May  27. — Lewis  gave  me  this  morning  the  names  of  the  following 
men,  as  being  the  leading  members  of  this  secret  organization  and  the 
Democratic  party  in  Indianapolis:  H.  E.  Hezekiah,  saloon  keeper; 
Daniel  Bacon,  who  keeps  the  Exchange  saloon,  the  principal  one  in 
the  city;  J.  J.  Bingham,  editor  of  the  State  Sentinel;  John  Jones, 
saloon  keeper;  Col.  H.  Achey,  boarding-house  keeper.  He  also  named 
William  Baker,  at  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  gave  me  a  letter  of  introduction 
and  recommendation  as  a  Southern  man  to  Col.  J.  M.  A.  Drake,  a  dis- 
tinguished lawyer,  living  at  La  Prairie,  Adams  County,  111.,  of  which 
tlie  following  is  a  copy: 

Indianabolis,  Ma\j  Z7, 18S4. 
Col.  J.  M.  A.  Drake: 

Dkar  Sir:  I  have  met  with  a  gentlem.in  from  MisBonri  by  the  nnnie  of  Edward 
F.  Hoffman,  who,  I  believe,  is  an  honorable,  high-minded  gentleman,  also  of  your 
politics.  He  may  wiint  to  correspond  with  you ;  if  so,  write  to  him  with  a  relaxed 
nerve,  for  he  is  all  right,  &c.  I  have  received  no  letter  from  yon  since  the  one  that 
contained  the  $10,  which  I  answered  immediately.  I  have  not  been  at  Carthage  for 
several  days.  My  health  is  greatly  improved.  You  need  not  be  surprised  to  see  me 
in  your  county  by  fall.  Write  to  me,  and  address  as  before. 
Your  friend, 

WILLIAM  LEWIS. 

Lewis  followed  me  to  the  train  and  gave  me  his  best  wishes  as  a 
Southern  man;  told  me  he  had  the  assurance  of  the  authorities  that  he 
should  go  back  to  North  Carolina  with  his  family,  where  he  said  he 
owned  considerable  property;  that  he  wished  to  bring  no  stain  upon 
his  children  nor  his  family  for  what  he  had  done;  that  he  did  not  regard 
his  own  life,  and  would  iight  them  to  the  last,  meaning  the  Federals. 
I  saw  and  conversed  with  numbers  of  men  who  represented  themselves 
as  strong  Democrats,  but  who  would  not  admit  they  were  members  of 
this  secret  organization.  This,  I  think,  proceeded  from  fear,  all  well 
understanding  that  the  authorities  were  in  the  possession  of  information 
regarding  their  secret  national  convention. 
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Oil  tbe  way  from  Louisville  to  New  Albany  I  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  G.  W.  Oliver,  who,  until  recently,  had  resided  in  Kentucky.  He 
expressed  himself  as  strongly  Democratic,  but  when  I  felt  of  him  in 
relation  to  this  secret  organization  he  did  not  admit  that  he  was  a 
member  of  it,  but  insisted  on  my  going  with  him  and  remaining  during 
tbe  night.  On  excusing  myself  he  insisted  that  I  should  drink  with 
him,  and  he  treated  me  and  regarded  ine  as  a  true  Southern  man. 

May  28. — By  using  the  sign  of  the  organization  I  drew  to  me  a 
certain  J.  S.  McDonnel,  a  speculator  in  stoi;k,  whose  post  oflBce  is  Daw- 
son, Sangamon  County,  111.  I  met  with  him  on  the  ferry-boat  in  cross- 
ing from  the  Illinois  side  to  Saint  Louis.  He  represented  himself  as  a 
strong  Democrat,  and  said  that  his  uncle,  who  resides  at  Dawson,  HI., 
and  who  is  rich  and  influential,  was  well  posted  in  this  secret  organiza- 
tion, and  desired  me  to  write  to  him  and  let  him  know  what  the  Union 
leagues  of  Missouri  were  doing  if  I  could  ascertain. 

On  my  way  from  New  Albany  to  Saint  Louis  I  formed  the  acquaint- 
ance of  John  W.  Cowan  as  well  as  that  of  his  daughter  and  niece,  all 
of  Shelbyville,  Tenn.  Mr,  Cowan  expressed  himself  to  me  as  a  very 
disloyal  man,  and  his  whole  conversation  seemed  to  be  in  upbraiding 
the  North  and  vindicating  the  South.  His  daughter  and  niece  were 
equally  disloyal.  They  are  on  a  visit  to  bis  son-in-law,  Doctor  Atwood, 
who  resides  at  or  near  Bridgetoii,  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  where  they 
will  remain  for  but  a  short  season.  He  invited  me,  as  a  rebel,  to  share 
his  hospitalities  in  Tennessee,  should  I  ever  come  that  way.  He  seemed 
to  be  a  man  of  wealth,  condition,  and  influence. 

I  also  met  and  formed  the  acquaintance  of  a  gentleman  from  Inde- 
pendence, Mo.,  named  H.  A.  Head,  on  his  way  home  from  Kentucky. 
He,  too,  is  a  man  of  influence,  I  think,  and  is  a  bitter  Southern  sym- 
pathizer, and  expressed  himself  in  the  most  disloyal  terms  to  me.  He 
and  Mr.  Cowan  both  expressed  themselves  as  favorable  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  McClellan  for  President.  Wben  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Head  in  relation 
to  this  secret  organization  be  told  me  it  was  in  process  of  formation 
when  he  left  borne,  some  two  weeks  previously,  but  did  not  protiess  to 
be  a  member. 

Additional  statement  of  Edward  F.  Hoffman. 

Saint  Louis,  May  2!),  1864. 
As  I  was  very  much  fatigued  and  exhausted  when  my  statement  of 
yesterday  was  made,  I  desire  to  add  tbe  following  additional  facts  to 
it  this  morning.  I  have  never  seen  so  much  disloyalty  manifested, 
even  in  the  palmiest  days  of  the  rebels  in  Missouri,  as  I  saw  manifested 
in  Louisville  during  my  visit  there.  In  various  saloons  in  the  city  1 
heard  Jeft".  Davis  hurrahed  for,  publicly,  daily.  Doctor  Thornton  spoke 
to  me  of  the  devoteduess  of  tbe  rebel  women  of  Kentucky.  He  told  me 
they  were  accomplishing  more  for  tlie  South  than  an  army  could  if  it 
were  to  visit  Kentucky;  tbat  they  secreted  upon  their  persons  vast 
quantities  of  percussion  caps,  powder,  &c.,  and  carried  them  to  where 
they  were  successfully  conveyed  to  the  Southern  lines.  I  believe  iVIiss 
Sydney  Carll,  who  is  at  the  liead  of  rebel  society  in  Louisville,  to  be 
engaged  in  this  business.  She  is  continually  traveling,  and  had  just 
returned  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  when  I  was  there;  she  is  in  all  the 
secrets  of  the  leading  rebels  of  tbe  State.  The  Doctor  Heddington 
alluded  to  in  my  former  statement  formerly  resided  in  Charleston,  in 
Southeast  Missouri.  The  outlines  of  tbe  workings  of  this  secret  organ- 
ization, though  not  given  in  my  previous  statement,  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  you.  On  the  evening  beforeleaving  Louisville  for  Indianapolis 
I  arranged  with  the  chief  of  military  police  for  the  arrest  of  Heddington, 
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He  had  agreed  to  meet  me  at  the  saloon  near  the  Louisville  theater  at 
8  o'clock  ill  the  morning.  1  did  not  intend  to  meet  him  there,  as  at  8 
o'clock  I  expected  to  be  in  Indianapolis,  as  I  did  not  know  where 
Heddiugton  could  be  found  by  the  police.  I  told  him  I  intended  to  meet 
him  there  in  order  that  the  authorities  might  know  where  to  find  him. 
I  gave  them  a  description  of  the  man,  telling  them  not  to  make  the 
arrest  at  the  point  I  designated,  but  to  dog  him  two  or  three  blocks 
from  the  saloon  and  there  make  the  arrest.  I  do  not  know  whether 
this  plan  was  carried  out  or  not. 

■Doubtless  there  are  seeming  inconsistencies  in  the  long  and  tedious 
statement  made  yesterday.  When  that  statement  was  made  I  was 
physically  and  mentally  worn  out.  I  had  started  the  previous  morning 
from  Indianapolis  and  rode  to  Louisville,  taking  the  night  train  from 
^'ew  Albany  for  Saint  Louis,  and  had  slept  none  during  the  whole  time. 
I  had  meant  to  state  yesterday  that  Lieutenant  Lewis  had  represented 
his  friend  CofiBn,  formerly  of  North  Garolina,  to  me  in  two  different 
ways.  First  he  represented  him  as  a  member  of  the  organization,  who 
came  with  the  Kentucky  delegation  to  the  national  assembly  of  this 
secret  organization.  In  a  subsequent  interview  he  represented  him  to 
me  as  being  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  as  a  detective;  that 
though  Coffin  is  a  detective,  he,  like  Lewis,  is  a  sound  Southern  man, 
both  understanding  each  other.  Lewis  said  Coffin  was  unwilling  to 
divulge  the  true  secrets  of  this  organization  to  the  Governor  and  Gen- 
eral Carrington  unless  he  could  realize  $5,000  for  the  same ;  that  Coffin 
thought  if  he  could  make  $5,000  for  himself  that  he  could  divulge  this 
thing  to  the  authorities  without  doing  the  organization  much  harm, 
but  greatly  benefiting  himself,  as  it  was  his  policy  to  make  as  much 
money  as  possible  and  then  go  back  to  the  South,  where  he  would  not 
be  in  danger  of  being  assassinated  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
organization  who,  he  believed,  might  take  his  life. 

I  ascertained  that  there  is  a  difference  in  minor  details  of  this  organ- 
ization in  different  places,  but  their  main  and  fundamental  objects  are 
the  same. 

Many  of  the  men  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  statements  I  had 
designed  using  in  the  future.  Among  them  are  Lewis,  Cowan,  Thorn- 
ton, Palmer,  Drake,  and  Head,  but  it  may  not  be  necessary  for  me  so 
to  do. 

At  Grant's  there  is  a  fund  deposited  to  defray  the  expenses  of  all 
rebel  recruits  who  are  sent  there.  When  persons  are  about  whom 
Grant  has  reason  to  suspect  as  being  on  the  lookout  for  such  iiersons, 
these  rebel  recruits  are  set  to  work  upon  his  farm  as  hired  men. 

I  regard  McCormick,  the  man  who  initiated  me  first  into  this  secret 
organization,  as  a  most  adroit  scoundrel.  Thornton  has  few  equals. 
The  principal  i)ublic  resort  for  rebels  in  Louisville  is  at  Spring  Garden, 
near  the  suburbs  of  the  city. 

The  young  man  Lee,  spoken  of  in  my  report  of  yesterday,  was  for- 
merly a  Confederate  oflBcer  on  the  staff'  of  General  Buckner.  He  stated 
to  me  that  a  friend  of  his  and  a  friend  of  Governor  Bramlette  had 
recently  offered  him  a  commission  in  the  militia  of  the  State,  but  that 
he  had  refused  it,  as,  if  he  should  ever  be  taken  prisoner  by  the  Con- 
federate troops,  they  would  hang  him;  and  further,  if  he  held  such  a 
commission,  although  he  would  never  do  the  North  any  good  as  an 
ofQcer,  yet  he  could  not  sacrifice  his  own  feelings  for  the  purpose  of 
making  money.  A  principal  resort  of  the  Butternuts  or  ©opperheads 
in  Indianapolis  is  at  the  Exchange,  a  saloon  and  billiard-room  on  Illi- 
nois street,  kept  by  Daniel  Bacon. 
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Louisville,  Kt.,  May  4, 1864. 

Sir:  I  Lave  tbe  honor  to  state  that  in  compliance  with  your  instruc- 
tions 1  reached  this  city  early  this  morning.    *    #    *    This  afternoon 

I  called  on  luy  friend,  Dr.  T n.    He  returned  from  Saint  Louis  while 

1  was  in  his  house.    Called  on  him  again  this  evening.    He  was  quite 

flexible;  has  got  me  a  friend  engaged — one  of  experience — to  go  S h, 

who  is  now  returning  S h.    He  comes  from  New  Orleans,  but  is  now 

here  from  Missouri.  They  desire  me  to  convey  letters.  The  doctor 
says  the  peace  party  (to  stop  the  war  by  recognition — if  need  be,  by 
blood)  is  organizing  in  Missouri  and  here;  that  in  Illinois  it  is  perfect, 
and  he  thinks  in  Indiana.  They  are  hard  at  work  in  Missouri.  The 
thing  is  secret.  He  says  one  of  our  friends  told  him  this  evening  tiiat 
Forrest  is  only  twenty  miles  from  Smithland;  that  the  ladies  (our  true 
Southern  ladies  of  Louisville)  are  conveying  more  ammunition  from 
here  South  than  has  ever  before  left  here.  His  friend,  Tom  Moore,  has 
received  $75,000  for  medicine  smuggled  through  the  lines.  Tiie  doctor 
has  recently  heard  from  his  two  sons  with  Price.  The  ladies  bring 
them  to  Memphis,  &c.,  and  mail  tbeiii. 

1  think  much  will  develop  to  morrow  and  subsequently  the  more  con- 
fidential I  become.    I  am  stopping  now  at .    Should  I  miss 

please  inform  him  as  soon  as  possible  where  I  can  be  found. 

EDWARD  F.  HOFFMAN. 

Louisville,  May  5, 18(14. 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  had  an  interview  this  evening  with 
F.    He  had  only  my  name  and  location,  but  he  told  me  who  sent  him, 
and  I  then  conferred  with  him.    I  have  made  some  more  acquaintances 

to  day.    Doctor  T.  introduced  nie  to Taylor,  No.  519  First  street, 

who  is  all  right.  I  saw  at  Taylor's  a  Confederate  soldier  from  New 
Orleans,  who  came  here  with  the  doctor  from  Saint  Louis.  His  nunie 
is  Foster.  Taylor  and  Thornton  told  me  of  a  rendezvous  about  thir- 
teen miles  from  here;  tbat  thirty  went  out  from  the  city  last  night. 
They  want  to  shove  me  right  through  South.  Tliis  is  a  delicate  point; 
I  will  try  to  overcome  it.  I  am  quite  sick,  which  seems  quite  Provi- 
dential. 

EDWARD  F.  HOFFMAN. 

Louisville,  May  <>,  1864. 

From  my  engagements  for  the  day  I  am  compelled  to  write  you  in 
advance.  My  health  is  such  that  I  cannot  exert  myself  in  the  way  1 
should  like  to,  but  1  trust  1  can  use  my  sickness  to  much  advantage.  It 
enables  me  to  aft'ord  an  excuse  for  not  pushing  immediately  into  Dixie. 

By  invitation  I  spent  some  three  hours  at  Doctor  T 'slast  night 

with  young  Foster.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  the  fair  "rebs"  who 
petted  and  lionized  us  exceedingly.  We  are  invited  to  tea  there  for 
this  evening. 

Doctor  T.  estimates  the  population  in  Kentucky  at  seven-eighths 
Confederate.  *  *  *  The  point  where  all  are  sent  for  safety  is  about 
thirteen  miles  from  here.  The  doctor  said  about  fifty  would  be  for- 
warded last  night.  Those  who  left  the  night  before  entered  the  Gov- 
ernment corral  and  completely  outwitted  themselves. 

The  new  secret  organization— a  new  structure  on  an  old  foundation — 
the  K.  G.  C.  foundation — 1  don't  find  its  name  nearer  than  peace  organi- 
zation. It  has  grips  and  signs  and  certain  expressions  that  enable 
its  members  to  know  and  undt^rstand  one  another.  It  is  growing  rap- 
idly.   It  is  spreading  in  Missouri,  but  the  only  complete  organization 
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is  in  Illinois.  It  will  spread  all  over  the  North,  and  its  chief  object,  as 
I  understand  it,  is  for  effect  upon  the  approaching  Presidential  canvass. 

*  •  •  I  am  confident  that  if  the  draft  is  enforced  here  it  will  drive 
more  men  into  the  Confederate  Army  than  will  be  obtained  for  the 
Federal.    It  is  being  used  to  great  advantage  here  by  our  enemies. 

*  *  *  I  am  much  i)leased  with  my  colaborer.  I  have  given  him  a 
full  history  of  the  case,  and  will  introduce  him  today.  He  thinks  we 
have  fine  prospects,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  his  cooperation  in  this 
delicate  undertaking.  I  beg  you  will  not  hope  too  highly,  for  we  are 
competing  with  the  shrewdest  men  in  the  country. 

EDWARD  F.  HOFFMAN. 

P.  S. — We  are  increasing  our  acquaintances  here,  and  seem  to  enjoy 
entire  confidence. 

Louisville,  May  7, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  we  are  hourly  gaining  information  of 
great  moment  to  our  Government.  We  are  much  embarrassed  as  to 
how  to  proceed.  We  are  in  possession  of  information  in  regard  to  a 
huge  local  plot,  which  will  culminate  in  less  than  a  week,  with  which 
we  are  afraid  to  trust  the  authorities,  reliable  men  having  informed  us. 
To  insure  success  and  confidence  we  will  have  to  go  into  it,  measurably, 
at  all  events.  The  authorities,  in  part,  are  represented  as  sound  South- 
ern men.  *  »  *  We  know  not  which  of  them  to  trust  in  need.  If 
we  were  to  reveal  anything  to  them  they  might  entirely  destroy  our 
future  usefulness.     1  earnestly  recommend  that  you  give  them  no 

warning.    If  we  had  a  good  trusty  medium  here  like  ,  this 

thing  might  be  thwarted,  result  in  a  great  good  to  the  Government, 
and  not  prejudice  our  own  usefulness.  We  could  easily  explode  this 
thing,  but  we  might  go  down  with  it;  yet  it  is  too  big  a  thing  to  let  it 
pass.  We  have  a  sharp  spy  here  who  I  dislike  to  see  get  back  to  Dixie. 
I  mentioned  him  in  my  first  letter  to  you.  His  assumed  name  is  Robert 
Wilbur.  He  came  here  from  Saint  Louis  with  Doctor  T.  He  is  from 
Louisiana,  a  planter's  son.  His  passport  was  obtained  by  a  man 
named  Foster,  no  descriptive  list  being  necessary.  This  rotten  system 
should  be  abolished.  If  he  were  arrested  here — and  I  hate  to  see  him 
get  away — suspicion  would  fall  on  us.  This  would  crush  us.  I  submit 
these  things  for  yonr  consideration. 

As  soon  as  this  thing  thickens  more  I  will  give  you  more  information. 
From  present  advices,  it  is  not  a  week  distant.  We  are  hard  at  work. 
F.  is  on  some  new  leads.  He  is  a  good  workman.  We  are  fully 
CO  operating.  Much  of  what  I  have  ascertained  is  through  his  exertions. 
We  have  not  lost  sight  of  our  true  mission. 

This  evening  we  called  on  the  belle  of  Louisville,  a  great  rebel. 

EDWARD  F.  HOFFMAN. 

Louisville,  May  .9, 1864. 
I  desire  to  state  respectfully  that  I  wrote  you  on  Saturday  last  rela- 
tive to  our  position  liere.  Things  are  more  cheering  to-day.  Our 
friends  seem  more  confiding;  the  information  we  have  is  highly  impor- 
tant to  the  Government,  but  is  entirely  outside  of  our  mission.  For 
several  days  we  have  been  quiet  regarding  our  true  object,  other  things 
engrossing  the  minds  of  our  friends  here  to  a  degree  excluding  them.  I 
am  unable  to  say  whether  you  desire  us  to  participate  in  this  thing  or 
not.  It  is  a  huge  plot.  Whether  it  will  break  of  its  own  weight  or  not  I 
cannot  say.    Some  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  "loyal "  citizens  are  at  the 
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head  of  it.  We  have  only  two  or  three  days  more,  as  I  can  now  see,  to 
remain  here  without  participating  in  it.  F.  wants  to  know  definitely 
whether  he  shall  go  into  it.  As  I  said  previously,  we  are  afraid  of  the 
authorities.  That  rebel  lady,  the  belle  of  Louisville,  told  me  to-day 
she  had  a  warm  friend  in  the  provost-marshal's  office.  I  believe  her, 
I  have  doubts  about  attaining  our  true  object. 

EDWARD  F.  HOFFMAN. 

P.  S. — I  am  using  my  sickness  to  advantage.  Doctor  T.  has  just 
been  with  me  and  thinks  me  too  unwell  to  go  South. 

Louisville,  May  10, 1864. 
I  have  no  doubt  my  letters  have  much  perplexed  you  from  their 
ap[)arent  inconsistencies.  Notwithstanding,  they  are  strictly  truthful. 
They  embraced  the  outlines  of  cases,  appearances,  and  probabilities  at 
the  time  at  which  each  was  written.  *  *  *  I  now  have  the  pleasure 
of  informing  you  tliat  we  have,  from  a  lucky  revolution  of  the  wheel  of 
fortune,  an  unexpected  source,  gained  part  of  the  first  degree,  and  will 
to-night  gain  the  remainder  of  the  said  degree.  It  is  probable  that 
this  is  all  we  can  gain  here,  but  one  step,  if  it  be  genuine,  will  enable 
us  to  graduate  at  some  other  point. 

BDWAED  F.  HOFFMAN. 

Louisville,  May  13,  1864. 

In  my  last  I  mentioned  our  partial  success.  We  have  the  first  degree. 
Yesterday  afternoon  I  found  the  "hive."  It  is  at  Grant's,  about  ten 
miles  in  the  country.  He  is  the  man  who  harbors  all  the  underground 
men.  Now,  we  have  to  manage  this  delicately.  We  are  on  the  alert 
for  traps.  We  have  complicated  our  true  object  with  other  things  pre- 
viously mentioned,  find  which  designs  to  develop  all  in  the  same  trip. 
There  is  much  risk  in  this  exploit.  By  arrangement  I  remain  here 
working  the  thing  to  a  focus.  Foster,  alias  Wilbur,  the  spy,  is  in  it; 
Martin,  who  furnishes  the  arms,  is  in  it;  and  Grant,  the  worst  scoun- 
drel of  them  all,  is  in  it.  Foster  has  a  letter  to  Thornton's  son  which 
will  draw  in  Thornton.  I  wanted  to  go  out  there  with  them,  but  he 
thinks  it  best  for  me  to  remain  here,  taking  care  of  papers  and  watch- 
ing out  for  a .    A  spy  named  Thomas  Forrest,  about  an  inch  taller 

than  Foster,  with  dyed  whiskers,  left  here  by  rail  for  Saint  Louis. 
Have  got  his  name  and  object  from  a  friend  here  yesterday.  This  man 
received  $500  in  this  city  in  a  few  hours. 

I  have  accurate  notes  of  everything  here  for  your  benefit.  We  will, 
I  think,  be  home  in  a  few  days.  I  have  suffered  much  from  sickness — 
am  suffering  now.  If  we  have  no  bad  luck  we  will  gain  our  true 
object. 

EDWAED  F.  HOFFMAN. 


Saint  Louis,  May  17, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson  : 

1  respectfully  report  that  in  obedience  to  instructions  I  made  a  trip 
throngh  portions  of  Northern  Illinois,  spending  some  days  at  Jackson- 
ville, Springfield,  and  Chicago.  At  Jacksonville  I  found  no  temple  of 
the  O.  A.  K.,  but  I  learned  there  was  one  in  the  county.  At  Springfield 
there  is  a  temple,  and  a  large  number  of  them  in  the  towns  and  vicinity 
around  it.  Among  those  belonging  to  the  order  in  Illinois  I  met  at 
Springfield  with  B.  B.  Piper,  grand  missionary  of  the  State;  L.  D. 
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Norton,  of  Lincoln,  III.,  county  missionary;  S.  B.  Staly,  attorney  at 
law,  Springfield,  111.,  and  Dr.  M.  N.  Van  Dusen,  druggist,  Springfield, 
111.  Among  those  reported  to  me  as  belonging  to  it  in  the  State  were 
Mr.  Judd,  of  Lewistown,  Fulton  County,  grand  commander  of  the  State. 
Mr.  Keed,  of  Polo,  111.,  State  missionary ;  Mr.  Hicks,  sheriff  of  the  county, 
Springfield,  111.;  Mr.  Vredenburg,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Springfield,  111. 
l-'rom  Springfield  I  proceeded  to  Chicago,  where  I  found  a  lodge  in 
operation.  The  foreman  in  the  Times  job  printing  office  is  the  grand 
senior  of  the  tem[)le.  Doctors  Baxter  and  Edwards,  and  the  elder  of 
the  Cuttings  brothers,  were  members  of  the  order.  I  understood 
llichard  Merrick  belonged  to  the  order,  but  was  absent  from  it  on  busi- 
ness for  the  order  to  Euroi)e. 

The  prominent  members  of  the  Democratic  party,  of  which  the 
Times  is  the  organ,  do  not  belong  to  the  order,  but  are  cognizant  of 
and  iu  sympathy  with  it.  Such  men  as  J.  G.  liodgers,  attorney  at  law ; 
Mr.  Storey,  the  editor  of  the  Times;  W.  C.  Goudy,  attorney  at  law;  J. 
C.  Partridge,  tobacconist,  and  Mr.  O'Neil, liquor  merchant.  With  these 
men  1  had  friendly  interviews,  spending  one  evening  with  a  number  of 
them  at  tlie  room  of  the  editor  of  the  Times.  In  the  conversation 
there  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Storey  that  notwithstanding  they  professed 
to  be  conservative  Union  men,  yet  they  would  really  prefer  that  Lee 
should  be  victorious  in  the  series  of  battles  then  going  on.  They 
expressed  the  most  utter  hatred  and  enmity  to  the  Federal  Administra- 
tion. The  balance  of  thiB  party  present,  at  this  conversation  by  Storey, 
were  listeners  to  and  gave  it  a  quiet  acquiescence.  Storey  strongly 
disapproves  of  Vallandigham's  conduct.  He  thinks  V.  on  his  arrival 
into  Canada  should  have  immediately  proceeded  to  his  home,  in  defi- 
ance of  the  orders  of  the  Government.  He  spoke  of  V'.'s  purpose  of 
coming  to  attend  the  Chicago  Convention  as  a  delegate  from  the 
Dayton  Congressional  district,  in  Ohio. 

I  found  the  general  impression  at  Chicago  among  the  anti-war 
Democrats  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Storey,  but  was  that  Mr.  Val- 
landigham  would  be  the  nominee  of  the  Chicago  Convention. 

During  my  trip  I  learned  that  the  organization  of  the  O.  A.  K. 
extended  all  over  the  State  of  Illinois.  They  claim  to  have  80,000 
members,  who  are  armed.  The  members  go  invariably  armed.  While 
at  Chicago,  Storey  told  me  that  he  had  arms  for  sixty  men  in  the  office 
to  protect  it. 

Tlie  Democratic  State  convention  of  Illinois  meets  the  15th  of  June 
at  Springfield,  111.  The  grand  council  of  the  order  of  the  O.  A.  K. 
meets  two  or  three  days  before  the  Democratic  convention  at  Springfield. 

Piper,  whom  I  met  at  Springfield,  has  been  all  through  Kentucky 
organizing  temples  with  W.  A.  Cunningham,  of  Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  and 
WHS  returning  tliere.  I  found  a  general  congratulation  among  the  order 
at  tlie  acceptance  of  the  troops  for  100  days  offered  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State.  The  general  oi)inion  was  that  this  would  remove  a  formi 
dable  obstacle  to  the  order  by  removing  that  number  of  men  out  of 
the  way,  who  would  otherwise  be  embarrassing  its  operations. 

WILLIAM  JONES. 

PP. 

Saint  Louis,  May  28, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson, 

Provost- Marshal- General  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  I 
left  this  city  last  Tuesday,  the  24th  instant,  and  visited  the  towns  of 
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Quincy,  111.,  and  of  Hannibal  and  Palmyra,  Mo.  In  making  this  trip  I 
traveled,  of  course,  under  the  character  of  a  rebel  sympathizer;  sought 
the  company  and  associations  of  that  class  at  each  of  the  towns  I  vis- 
ited and  passed  myself  off  with  them  as  such.  They  treated  jne  every- 
where accordingly,  and  nothing  was  too  much  trouble  for  them  to  do 
to  make  my  visit  to  them  agreeable. 

At  Quincy,  111.,  I  found  that  the  Order  of  American  Knights  was  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  and  that  the  leading  and  most  active  and  influ- 
ential man  in  it  was  James  S.  Green,  former  IJ.  S.  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri. 1  can,  of  course,  not  undertake  to  enumerate  all  the  members, 
the  number  of  lodges  in  Quincy  and  neighboring  villages  being  too  many 
to  be  able  to  give  you  a  list  of  the  members;  but  among  those  who 
are  prominent  and  active  in  the  oj)erati()us  and  workings  of  the  order 
I  may  mention  i.  L.  Jones,  Scotland  County,  Mo.;    William  (Jarlin, 

Quincy,  111. ; ,  judge  of  circuit  court,  Hannibal,  Mo.;  Dreed, 

attorney  at  law,  Hannibal,  Mo.;  Kichmond,  attorney  at  law,  Han- 
nibal, Mo.;  Doctor  Ford,  Hannibal,  Mo.;  Doctor  Elgin,  Hannibal,  Mo.; 
James  Overton,  Palmyra. 

While  at  Quincy  I  was  told  by  one  of  the  order  that  the  Democratic 
Congressional  district  convention  would  soon  meet  at  Columbus,  some 
tifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  Quincy,  and  would  be  filled  by  members  ot 
the  order  and  controlled  by  them.  In  all  my  intercourse  with  those  in 
the  order  I  found  not  only  strong  hopes  but  full  confidence  among 
them  of  their  ability  to  control  tbe  nominating  conventions  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  the  State.  But  of  their  success  at  the  polls  at  the 
next  election  the  general  sentiment  expressed  was,  that  the  State 
had  furnished  all  the  troops  that  would  be  furnished,  and  no  more 
could  or  should  be  raised  without  a  struggle  against  it. 

I  met  a  rebel  sympathizer  from  Missouri  who,  on  learning  that  I 
came  from  Missouri,  told  me  that  Missouri  was  filled  with  Missourians 
of  the  same  stripe.  At  Hannibal  I  learned  the  same  thing.  Doctor 
Lee,  himself  a  rebel  sympathizer,  told  me  there  were  a  great  many  rebel 
refugees  at  Quincy,  and  that  there  had  been  lately  a  company  raised 
near  Quincy  for  the  rebel  army.  He  said  a  man  could  do  or  say  just 
what  he  pleased  there,  and  he  would  be  safe  and  protected,  because 
they  had  the  strength ;  but  at  Hannibal  it  was  otherwise — a  rigid  watch 
was  kept  up  by  the  numerous  military  detectives.  He  also  told  me 
that  Jackman,the  famous  bushwhacker,  had  within  the  last  two  weeks 
been  at  Palmyra  and  remained  over  night  there;  that  he  had  gone  over 
into  Illinois,  and  had  been  at  work  about  Quincy  and  its  neighborhood 
introducing  lodges  and  organizing  the  order  there.  This  information  of 
Doctor  Lee  about  Jackman  was  confirmed  by  Mr.  Overton  at  Palmyra. 
He  denied  seeing  Jackman,  but  acknowledged  he  was  thereover  night. 
My  own  impression  is  Jackman  staid  at  Overton's  Hotel. 

I  met  a  man  named  Hoskins  at  Hannibal,  an  unconditional  rebel, 
whom  I  have  long  well  known,  and  he  confirmed  all  1  had  heard  from 
others  about  Jackman  having  been  recently  in  that  vicinity.  He 
also  told  me  a  guerrilla  captain  by  the  name  of  Todd — I  think  the 
same  man  formerly  in  prison  at  Springfield  for  robbing  the  mail,  who 
broke  out  along  with  Some  forty  others — had  attacked  a  train  of  supplies 
near  Independence  and  destroyed  it.  He  said  all  the  people  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Hannibal,  in  fact  all  North  Missouri,  were  waiting  for 
being  enrolled  and  armed  to  strike  a  blow.  He  meant  by  that,  that  as 
soon  as  they  could  get  arms  they  would  join  the  rebel  army  and  fight. 
Hoskins  lived  in  Springfield  when  the  rebellion  commenced,  is  a  brother- 
in-law  of  Doctor  Elgin,  and  keeps  a  boarding  bouse  at  Hannibal. 
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1  fouud  no  lodges  in  active  operation  at  either  Hannibal  or  Palmyra. 
All  said  their  only  safe  way  to  attend  meetings  without  the  risk  of 
being  caught  by  detectives  and  thrown  into  prison  was  to  go  over  to 
Quincy,  111.,  and  attend  the  lodges  there.  Quincy  seems  to  be  the 
headquarters  for  rebel  operations  in  that  part  of  North  Missouri. 

While  at  Palmyra  I  stayed  at  Overton's  Hotel.  Overton  said  that 
two  thirds  of  all  the  respectable  people  of  the  place  were  rebels, 
Imt  they  had  to  keep  very  quiet  and  secret,  for  they  were  watched  very 
closely  and  did  not  want  to  be  molested.  He  said  that  recently  several 
couipiinies  of  U.  S.  troops  had  been  stationed  there,  and  the  suspicions 
of  the  people  had  been  aroused  that  their  real  sentiments  and  feelings 
had  become  known  to  the  military  authorities.  They  had  therefore  to 
keep  silent.  He  said  the  troops  had  behaved  very  well,  but  as  for  him- 
self he  could  sleep  better  if  there  were  none  there.  In  all  that  section 
of  country  the  general  expectation  of  relief  from  Federal  authority  is 
in  the  approach  of  Price's  army  into  North  Missouri.  This  is  confi- 
dently looked  for  by  all  the  rebels  and  their  sympathizers,  and  they  will 
not  only  hail  the  appearance  of  that  army,  but  most  of  them  will  promptly 
rally  to  swell  its  ranks  in  view  of  enabling  Price  to  hold  the  State  and 
reestablish  rebel  authority  in  it. 


JAMES  M.  FOEEESTEE. 


Q. 


Saint  Louis,  April  4, 1864. 
Sir:  I  am  under  the  impression  that  there  is  secret  disloyal  organi- 
zations throughout  the  country.  There  is  a  man  working  for  Beard  & 
IJios.,  safe  makers  on  Main  street,  by  the  name  of  Milligan,  who,  I 
think,  knows  something  about  the  plans.  He  is  a  Southern  man,  but 
opposed  to  a  Western  confederacy.  I  think  by  inducements  he  will  tell 
all  he  knows  about  the  organization,  provided  he  knows  anything, 
which  I  think  he  does. 
Yours,  &c., 

N.  B. — Show  this  to  no  person  until  you  know  more. 

Saint  Louis,  April,  1864. 
Sir  :  This  is  the  second  time  I  have  addressed  you  on  a  subject  of 
importance  to  the  Government — that  is,  secret  organizations  to  resist 
the  Government.  Perhaps  you  are  ])Osted  with  regard  to  the  plans 
and  the  manner  of  detecting  those  belonging  to  the  plot.  The  leaders 
hold  high  places — that  is,  some  of  them— and  have  the  confidence  of 
the  Government,  and  perhaps  yourself.  My  impression  is  you  know 
nothing  about  it,  for  if  you  did  there  would  be  some  arrests  made  in 
this  city  and  in  New  York  State.  There  are  men  in  the  organization 
that  are  sorry  for  going  into  it,  for  they  are  disappointed  and  dare  not 
say  more.  As  I  stated  in  my  first  note  to  you  there  is  a  man  woi  king 
at  Beard  &  Bros.,  on  Main  street,  between  Vine  and  Chestnut,  by 
the  name  of  Milligan,  who,  I  think,  knows  all  about  it.  If  not,  he  can 
find  out  for  you  if  he  wishes  so  to  do.  This  is  the  last  time  I  shall 
trouble  you. 

P.  S.— I  &sk  you  as  an  act  of  mercy  to  show  this  to  no  person,  for  the 
very  reason  that  they  might  belong  to  the  organization.  In  that  case 
Milligan  might  lose  his  life,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  I  don't  give 
you  my  name. 
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E. 

New  York  Hotel,  August  16, 1863. 
Col.  Egbert  M.  Eenick,  Saint  Louis: 

Dear  Eenick  :  I  embrace  the  first  opportuuity  afforded  me  since 
leaving  home  to  write  to  you  my  imi)ressioiis.  1  arrived  here  after  a 
week's  journey,  having  stopped  at  Chicago,  Detroit,  Suspension  Bridge, 
and  Albany,  On  yesterday  1  again  went  up  to  Albany  to  see  Governor 
Seymour  and  just  returned.  1  endeavor  to  gather  my  ideas  and  impres- 
sions in  order  to  make  system  out  of  a  chaos  of  views  and  notions,  as 
they  more  or  less  guide  the  mind  from  apparent  reason  to  downright 
inconsistencies,  and  vice  versa. 

I  spent  a  day  with  Storey,  at  Chicago,  and  what  he  failed  to  say  when 
at  Saint  Louis  he  told  me.  You  understand  me.  I  still  regard  him  as 
the  truest  and  best  man  we  have  to  deal  with.  Storey  gave  me  a  strong 
letter  to  Vallandigham,  whom  I  met  at  the  Clifton  and  with  whom  1 
spent  some  pleasant  hours,  the  more  so  as  my  wife  and  Mrs.  V.  and 
her  sister  had  an  opportuuity  to  become  acquainted,  and  Pendleton 
and  old  Caldwell,  from  Cincinnati,  arrived  duriiig  the  same  time.  "Val- 
landigham made  a  good  Impression  on  me,  though  1  can  neither  under- 
stand nor  appreciate  his  policy.  This  is  neither  an  occasion  nor  a 
means  to  exchange  a  full  opinion  on  a  matter  of  this  kind,  but,  to  be 
candid,  the  mystery  surrounding  Ohio  politics  bewilders  my  simple 
notions  of  right,  and,  in  my  judgment,  bodes  no  good.  Nevertheless, 
incomprehensible  or  bewildering  as  the  case  may  be,  Vallandigham  is 
the  representative  man  for  the  great  West,  and  1  am  reluctant  to  apply 
my  ijartial  and  one  sided  judgment  in  passing  on  the  policy  which  he 
deems  best  to  pursue.  At  least  not  for  the  i)resent.  So,  for  instance, 
the  friends  of  V.,  in  Ohio,  it  seems  to  a  man  counseled  him  against 
returning  to  his  State  at  once,  for  I'easons  at  once  incompatible  with 
any  notion  of  jmlitical  generalship  learned  by  me  up  to  this  time;  but, 
as  Storey  said,  Ohio  politics  are  peculiar.  Let  us  hope  that  their 
"peculiarity"  may  not  render  them  entirely  unacceptable  after  we  shall 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  pass  judgment  on  them.  You  will  find 
below  that  in  passing  on  Seymour  I  shall  also  pass  on  Vallandigham. 
The  two  occupy  the  same  ground  at  present,  the  difference  being  only 
that  Seymour  has  the  power  which  Vallandigham  endeavors  to  obtain. 

After  informing  myself  as  fully  as  the  short  period  of  time  allotted 
me  aftbrded  respecting  the  general  feeling  of  the  masses  hereabout,  I 
took  occasion  to  visit  Governor  Seymour  in  company  with  a  friend  of 
mine  from  this  city,  who  knows  him  well  and  enjoys  his  confidence  not 
only,  but  that  of  the  Democracy  hereabout.  What  shall  I  tell  you  of 
the  interview?  Eead  the  New  York  World  and  you  have  my  conclu- 
sions for  to-day.  Seymour  is  an  able  man,  a  faithful  officer,  a  Demo- 
crat, and  of  necessity  a  gentleman.  1  sincerely  believe  that  Seymour 
is  infinitely  more  radical  at  heart  than  he  can  be  permitted  to  express, 
for  he  is  a  public  officer,  under  responsibilities  appalling  to  weak  and 
ordinary  men,  and  well  calculated  to  test  the  nerve  of  strong  men  and 
men  of  balance  even.  He  and  his  advisers  toward  saving  the  country, 
for  the  time  being,  have  set  up  as  a  species  of  counterfeit  Machiavelian 
wisdom  what  we  at  home  in  plain  English  would  term  "cowardice,"  in 
the  shape  of  a  destructive  inactivity.  Not  being  courageous  enough  to 
make  history  themselves  they  look  forward  for  others  to  make  it  for 
them,  and,  like  Micawber,  wait  for  something  to  turn  up.  This  is  the 
way  it  looks  to  an  outsider  at  least.  "  Let  us  have  the  power  first  and 
then  we  shall  know  how  to  act."    This  is  their  motto.     As  our  present 
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corrupt  and  imbecile  Administration  have  inaugurated,  so  they  seem 
determined  to  follow,  imitating  their  worst  enemy  and  seeming  them- 
selves boundlessly  lucky  if  they  can  prevent  a  civil  war  at  the  North. 
The  Presidential  election !  The  Presidential  election  is  the  great  buga- 
boo, and  to  that  Moloch  every  right  and  other  considerations  are  to  be 
sacriticed.  I  do  not  choose  to  comment  on  this  state  of  facts,  but 
simply  state  what  1  know. 

There  is  much  room  for  argument  in  the  case  ])ut,  and  I  am  far  from 
saying  that  my  impressions  are  either  sound  or  conclusive,  but  this 
much  I  may  say,  1  wish  it  were  otherwise.  To  sum  it  u]),  I  fear  the 
tempering  policy  now  foreshadowed  in  the  great  fim])ire  State  will  by 
the  next  Presidential  election  cause  the  extinguishment  of  the  "lata! 
heresy  of  State  rights"  (as  our  abolition  masters  and  their  dupes 
express  themselves  in  New  York),  and  in  consequence  in  the  other 
States.  When  too  late  the  people  here  will  rise,  and  the  blood  shed 
will  form  the  cement  for  the  "law  and  order"  structure  in  which  the 
people  are  to  be  immured.  The  sad  lessons  of  Missouri  and  the  pusil- 
lanimous example  of  Kentucky  and  their  imnishment  have  only  taught 
egotism  to  the  New  Yorkers,  so  I  fear,  and  I  pray  fervently  I  may  be 
mistaken. 

The  appropriation  of  three  millions  by  the  city  council  at  the  instance 
of  Governor  Seymour  and  now  un  fait  accompli,  1  regard  as  a  pusillani- 
mous proceeding,  not  to  be  defended  on  tlie  grounds  of  policy  nor  prin- 
ciple. It  is  a  bribe,  something  like  subornation,  and  unworthy  of  a 
])0werful  state,  which  set  up  its  sovereign  claims  so  proudly  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  insolence  of  Lincoln's  cabinet.  Moreover,  it  is  a  backing 
down,  and  not  graceful  at  that;  too  iirecipitate  even  to  be  excused  or 
be  hushed  up.  But  what  need  I  say,  and  why  point  out  more  incon- 
sistencies'? Suffice  it  to  say  in  haste,  the  masses  here  are  sound  and 
far  more  courageous  and  active  than  their  leaders.  "Whether  it  be 
that  by  some  strange  perversion  of  nature"  conscience  "makes  cow- 
ards" of  the  latter,  1  am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  by  some  unaccount- 
able way  the  leaders  here  fail  to  imjjress  the  people.  I  will  let  Seymour 
out  of  question ;  his  position  and  the  obligations  under  which  he  labors 
shield  him  from  undue  severity  of  criticism.  Moreover,  I  have  confi- 
dence in  him,  though  1  am  frank  to  confess  that  I  fail  to  appreciate  the 
wisdom  or  practicability  of  his  policy. 

Fernando  Wood  enjoys  the  unenviable  reputation  among  all  Demo- 
crats of  being  a  smart,  shrewd,  leading  man,  with  more  moral  obliqui- 
ties weighing  liim  down  than  his  mental  powers  can  overcome.  Ben 
Wood  is  a  byword  for  vulgarity  and  presumptuous  ignorance.  Erastus 
Brooks  is  a  fogy  of  the  Hamilton  Gamble  order,  and  James  Brooks 
seems  to  lack  the  i)luck  to  bring  himself  out.  Chandler  is  an  office- 
seeker,  looking  forward  to  the  governorshi]),  and  men  of  note,  such  as 
O'Conor  and  others,  rest  on  their  dignity  and  don't  run  the  machine. 
Meanwhile  everybody  seems  contident  of  the  result  of  the  elections  in 
fall  next,  and  to  hear  them  speak  tlie  result  of  the  elections  in  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Maine,  and  California  are  foregone  conclusions  in 
favor  of  the  Democracy. 

Should  this  contidence  be  justified  in  fact,  then  much  may  be  said  in 
favor  of  the  policy  whicli  seems  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  here. 

Seymour  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Abolitionists  only  labor  to  bring 
about  a  conflict  in  New  York  City  in  order  to  justify  the  proclamation 
of  martial  law  by  the  General  Government,  in  whicli  case,  mark  the 
score,  the  elective  franchise  would  be  destroyed,  or  at  least  cramped, 
and  the  success  of  tlie  blacks  rendered  certain.  Hence  tliey  seem  pre- 
pared to  submit  to  every  indignity  short  of  absolute  interference  at  the 
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ballot  box  iu  order  to  gain  power,  and  having  gained  power,  to  wield 
it  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  in  the  true  Democratic  sense;  whether 
such  a  step  is  politic;  whether  it  is  consistent  with  former  declarations 
and  well  established  principles;  whether  it  is  just  or  wise  I  leave  for 
you  to  judge.  You  caii  guess  my  present  views  approximately.  Mer- 
rick, from  Chicago,  is  here  and  stops  at  this  hotel.  It  is  needless  to  say 
thnt  we  act  in  concert.  Having  myself  seen  Seymour  and  pressed  on 
hiui  my  views  as  far  as  justifiable  by  the  circumstances,  we  consulted, 
and  Merrick  left  this  evening  to  jness  the  Governor  still  further  and 
open  his  eyes  to  the  importance  of  the  fact.  Hapi)en  what  may,  we 
must  operate  together  and  bring  about  harmony  and  concert  of  action 
in  everything  which  we  ought  to  do,  both  East  and  West. 

Merrick  will  be  back  again  tomorrow  and  inform  me,  and  on  Thurs- 
day next  [  shall  again  see  Seymour  (according  to  appointment  already 
made)  in  order  to  conclude  our  arrangements. 

Vallandigham,  who,  by  the  way,  is  infinitely  more  moderate  than 
you  woidd  believe,  will  be  at  the  bridge  again  on  the  21st,  and  agree- 
ably to  an  arrangement  made  between  us  we  expect  on  the  22d  and 
23d  to  meet  a  number  of  Western  friends  at  Windsor,  opposite  Detroit 
(the  same  place  where  all  the  runaway  negroes  found  their  freedom),  to 
discuss  our  affairs.  Pendleton  and  Caldwell  will  accompany  us,  Mer- 
rick, Storey,  Pugh,  Voorhees,  and  many  others  will  be  there. 

It  is  important,  nay  essential,  that  I  should  not  be  the  only  Mis 
sourian  at  that  meeting.  I  want  you  and  Bogy  and  some  others  to  be 
there  to  discuss  the  questions  which  come  home  so  near  us,  or  to  pro 
elude  the  possibility  of  our  reaping  the  conseiiuencf  of  their  solution, 
whatever  we  might  do  to  jirevent  their  affecting  us.  Kemerabi-r, 
colonel,  that  whatever  is  done  by  our  pol'tical  associates,  whether  we 
have  a  hand  in  it  or  not,  if  it  fails  it  will,  to  use  a  vulgar  phrase, 
swamp  us,  whether  party  to  the  movement  or  not.  Hence,  let  as  much 
political  experience  and  patriotism  guide  the  initiatory  steps  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  resurrection  as  ever  possible.  By  all  means  come, 
and  fail  not  to  p'evail  on  Bogy  to  come. 

Thei'e  is  nothing  in  this  letter  which  is  not  as  mnch  intended  for  our 
mutual  friends  as  for  yourself,  but  I  wish  you  to  impress  it  on  Bogy  to 
accompany  you  to  Detroit.  There  are  many  others  whom  I  could  name 
and  whom  you  know  might  conic,  but  yon  must  use  your  judgment  and 
discrimination  in  this  respect,  lor  it  seems  the  New  York  papers  have 
already  obtained  a  hint  of  the  meeting,  and  gentlemen  under  parole 
and  bonds  might  rnn  risk  even  in  innocently  proceeding  to  the  termi- 
nus of  the  underground  railroad  for  the  purpose  of  devising  means  to 
rescue  our  distracted  country  from  ruin  and  anarchy,  and  re-establish- 
ing the  Union  under  the  Constitution  of  the  fathers  of  the  Republic, 

Under  any  and  all  circumstances  telegraph  to  me  at  the  Clifton 
House,  whether  you  conic  or  not. 

Give  my  love  to  our  friends,  and  believe  me,  as  ever,  trulv,  vours, 

CHRISTIAN  KRIBBEN. 

S, 

A-tnerican  Association,  Section  North. 

Occasional  Address  of  Supreme  Commander, 

December  H,  A.  D.  1863,  A.  0.  7,  M.  11,  D.  8. 
Brothers:  In  accordance  with  approved  usage,  I  address  yon,  and 
especially  the  section  of  our  brotherhood  within  the  States  of  the  North 
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and  West.  Ordinarily,  the  duty  of  your  supreme  commander  in  this 
regard  would  be  easy  to  perform;  now  it  involves  a  fearful  responsi- 
bility. 

The  present  supreme  occasion  in  the  affairs  of  your  glorious,  free, 
sovereign,  and  independent  States  demands  of  you  the  exhibition  of 
the  high  attributes  which  distinguish  manhood,  the  exercise  of  the  vir- 
tues which  have  in  all  time  adorned  and  illustrated  the  American 
character — those  virtues  which  the  patriots  and  statesmen  of  the  Eevo- 
lutionary  epoch  so  nobly  practiced  and  inculcated. 

There  exists  to-day  a  power  which  calls  itself,  in  the  unparalleled 
arrogance  which  distinguishes  it,  "the  Government,"  which  has  invaded 
the  sacred  and  hitherto  respected  sovereignty  of  your  several  States; 
has  disregarded  the  constitutions,  laws,  and  ordinances  of  those  States, 
which  the  people  thereof  have  ordained  and  accepted  for  their  govern- 
ment, for  the  establishment  and  preservation  of  their  wise  and  benefi- 
cent institutions,  designed  for  insuring  their  prosperity,  happiness,  and 
advancement  toward  exalted  civilization;  has  invaded  the  sacred  pre- 
cincts of  your  peaceful  homes,  despoiled  your  property,  and  denied  you 
every  redress  and  defense  against  the  outrages  and  atrocities  which 
have  been  perpetrated  by  its  lawless  minions;  has  entered  your  courts 
of  justice  and  impressed  its  filthy  baud-marks  upon  the  ermine  of  her 
ministers ;  has  even,  in  the  wantonness  of  its  prurient  lust,  entered  the 
sanctuary  of  God,  expelled  therefrom  your  chosen  teachers,  denied  to 
you  the  ceremonial  worship  which  your  fathers  revered  and  taught  you, 
or  interpolated  it  with  formulas  of  its  own  dictation,  which  are  nothing 
short  of  positive  blasphemy. 

I  am  relieved  somewhat  of  the  labor  of  enumeration  of  wrongs  by 
the  following  extracts  from  an  able,  stirring,  and  patriotic  address, 
which  has  recently  emanated  from  the  grand  council  of  one  of  the  noble 
States  within  the  jurisdiction  of  our  order.  1  entreat  you,  read  and 
ponder  it  well : 

The  extraordinary  condition  of  our  beloved  country,  the  peril  which  threatens 
every  interest  and  every  institution,  and  the  profoundly  excited  state  of  the  popular 
mind,  demand  our  prompt  and  grave  attention. 

The  war  inaugurated  by  the  Black  Republican  party  in  its  mad  efforts  to  achieve 
pow^er  and  revolutionize  the  noble  institutions  bequeathed  us  by  our  fathers,  has 
already  drenched  the  land  in  fraternal  blood,  and  now  shakes  the  very  temple  of 
American  freedom  to  its  foundations. 

The  unprincipled  and  desperate  faction  that  now  wields,  in  the  very  wantonness 
of  frenzied  fanaticism,  the  mighty  energies  of  the  Federal  Government  has  denounced 
the  sacred  and  fundamental  covenants  of  the  Constitution,  broken  in  letter  an<l  spirit 
its  plainest  precepts,  its  most  vital  principles,  and  proclaimed  undying  hostility  to 
the  Union  as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  its  framers. 

The  suspension  by  the  President  of  the  great  writ  of  liberty,  the  suppression  of 
the  press  and  of  the  freedom  of  speech,  the  arbitrary  arrests  of  the  citizens  of  the 
different  States,  and  their  transportation  to  distant  bastiles  and  incarceration  for 
months  and  years  without  charge,  indictment,  or  trial;  the  declaration  of  martial 
law  over  whole  States  and  districts  of  country  where  peace  and  order  prevail,  and 
where  the  civil  courts  are  open  and  the  administration  of  justice  unimpeded ;  the 
resort  of  the  tyrant's  plea  of  "militarj;  necessity"  to  mark  the  insidious  advances 
of  usurpation  and  to  iustify  the  practice  of  every  outrage  upon  the  rights,  the  lib- 
erties, the  lives,  and  the  property  of  a  forbearing,  patient,  and  patriotic  people;  the 
mock  trial  by  drumhead  court-martial  of  the  loftiest  citizens  and  purest  patriots  of 
the  land,  upon  charges  of  disloyalty  for  the  utterance  of  free  thought  to  a  free  peo- 
ple; the  tyrant's  orders  of  expatriation  by  which  the  most  eminent  citizens  have 
been  driven  into  exile ;  the  recent  acts  of  a  fanatical,  servile,  and  corrupt  Congress, 
by  which  the  body  and  the  life  of  every  able-bodied  citizen  of  the  land  have  been 
placed  at  the  will  'of  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  derogation  of  individual  right  and  State 
prerogative,  and  by  which  the  properties  and  the  resources  of  an  entire  people  are 
mortgaged  and  pledged  to  a  system  of  unbounded  paper  credits  and  reckless  and 
unbridled  extravagance;  the  absolute  disregard  of  constitutional  guaranties  iiud 
State  lights  by  the  unholy  partition  of  the  Old  Dominion;  the  suppression  of  a  free 
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ballot  in  some  of  the  States  by  military  orders ;  the  proclamation  of  negro  emanci- 
pation by  the  President,  by  which  the  domestic  institutions  and  the  whole  social 
organism  of  the  Southeni  States  are  sought  to  be  disrupted ;  the  elevation  and  enroll- 
ment of  negroes  into  the  hitherto  proud  armies  of  the  Republic ;  the  open  declaration 
of  the  totally  changed  and  plainly  unconstitutional  objects  of  the  horrid  war  that 
now  appals  every  heart;  the  undoubted  and  inevitable  tendency  of  every  utterance 
and  every  act  of  the  bad  men  now  in  power  to  break  down  the  safeguards  of  the 
States  and  to  consolidate  all  the  great  powers  of  the  nation,  including  the  reserved 
rights  of  States  and  people,  into  one  grand,  all-pervading,  all-powerful,  centralized 
despotism ;  the  rapidly  prevailing  and  already  widely  extended  spirit  of  corruption, 
demoralization,  and  licentiousness;  the  recent  written  declaration  of  the  President 
that  the  "military  necessities"  of  the  Government,  as  seen  and  in  terpreted  by  him  as 
the  supremo  head  of  the  State,  form,  entirely  irrespective  of  the  Constitution,  the 
only  limitations  of  Federal  power ;  these,  all  these,  and  more  then  these,  give  evidence, 
which  must  not  be  overlooked,  of  the  truth  of  our  declarations,  the  reality  of  our 
fears,  the  portentous  perils  of  the  present  period. 

The  power  which  has  done  these  things — "all  these  and  more  than 
these" — is  by  every  just  definition,  by  every  conceived  notion  and  com- 
plete idea,  a  despotism,  and  is  so  regarded  by  all  just  men  on  other 
continents — a  despotism  whose  power  is  usurped,  not  granted  by  con- 
stitution nor  conceded  by  ordinance,  but  open,  proclaimed,  unblushing 
usurpatiQn,  which  has  become  so  bold,  through  impunity,  that  it  has 
cast  off  the  flimsy  trickeries  for  concealment  in  which  it  capered  for  a 
time  before  the  footlights,  and  stands  in  the  astonished  gaze  of  the 
civilized  earth  at  once  a  spectacle  and  a  sure  evidence  of  the  extinct 
splendor  of  the  American  Union.  Brothers !  Again  renew  your  solemn 
vows!  Swear  at  your  hearthstones,  at  the  altars  consecrated  to  your 
household  gods!  Swear  in  the  holy  sanctuary  where  your  fathers  wor- 
shiped, at  their  tombs  and  by  their  sacred  memories — 

That  I  will  at  all  times,  if  need  be,  take  up  arms  in  the  cause  of  the  oppressed,  in 
my  own  country  lirst  of  all,  against  any  monarch,  prince,  potentate,  power,  or  gov- 
ernmeut  usurped,  which  may  be  found  iu  arms  and  waging  war  against  a  people  or 
peoples  who  are  endeavoring  to  establish,  or  have  inaugurated,  a  government  for 
themselves,  of  their  own  free  choice,  in  accordance  with  and  founded  upon  the  eternal 
principles  of  truth !  This  I  do  promise,  without  regard  to  the  name,  station,  or 
designation  of  the  invading  power,  whether  it  shall  arise  within  or  come  from 
without. 

Again : 

That  I  will  never  take  up  arms  in  behalf  of  any  monarch,  prince,  or  government 
which  does  not  recoguizo  the  sole  authority  of  power  to  be  the  will  of  the  governed, 
expressly  and  distinctly  declared,  nor  in  any  cause  or  service  as  a  mercenary. 

Thus  have  you  sworn  at  the  altars  of  our  order,  in  the  presence  of 
God  and  the  brothers  assembled.  The  time  is  near  when  those  vows 
must  be  redeemed.  The  despotism  which  has  crushed  us  under  its 
iron  heel  so  long  is  the  "  government  usurped,"  which  is  "found  in  arms 
and  waging  war  against"  our  noble  States,  and  would  degrade  them 
from  sovereignties  to  the  mean  condition  of  dependencies  of  a  central- 
ized power;  and  its  purpose  regards  all  the  States  which  formed  the 
late  mighty  Kepublic,  alike  North  and  South.  It  is  none  the  less  a 
"government  usurped"  because  ot  the  fact  that  the  wicked  men  who 
wield  its  mighty  powers  and  direct  its  energies  against  the  liberties  of 
the  people  were  chosen  and  elected  to  the  high  places  of  the  Republic 
to  administer  the  Government  thereof  by  all  the  formulas  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution.  Since  they  have,  in  the  wantonness  of  their  lust  for 
power,  utterly  disregarded  every  requirement  and  behest  of  that  sacred 
instrument,  nor  have  ever  looked  to  it  for  sanction  of  any  act  of  theirs, 
but  always  referring  for  that  sanction  to  "existing  necessity"  of  the 
exigencies  of  which  they  were  alone  to  judge,  and  which  necessity  itself 
they  have  ever,  and  with  fell  purpose  too  poorly  disguised,  projected 
and  created.    Instances  are  many  and  need  not  be  specifically  named, 
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though  I  cannot  at  this  moment  direct  my  mind  from  the  gloomy  con- 
templation of  our  once  proud  and  noble  States,  Missouri,  Kentucky, 
Maryland,  and  Delaware,  in  their  abject  degradation  and  shame,  still 
trembling  beneath  the  rod  upraised  above  them  of  the  most  ruthless, 
arrogant,  and  shameless  despotism  which  has  ever  imposed  and  fastened 
itself  upon  a  trusting,  confiding,  and  hoping  people  in  ancient  or  modern 
times. 

Each  and  all  of  these  States,  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the 
majority  of  their  people  respectively,  desired  to  be  true  to  their  Federal 
relations,  and  such  will  has  been  often  and  plainly  expressed,  or,  to  use  a 
word  harsh  to  ears  of  freemen,  wliich  has  found  conspicuous  place  in  the 
new  vocabularly  of  the  existing  despotism,  and  falls  so  flippantly  from 
the  lips  of  its  despicable  myrmidons,  those  States  desired  to  be  "loyal." 
Contemplate  their  present  aspect  and  condition,  and  yon  shall  appreci- 
ate, to  your  supreme  advantage,  the  sad  conseqvieuces  of  their  sublime 
confidence  in  the  earliest  avowed  purposes  of  the  power  which  aflfected 
their  complete  subjugation.  Let  your  hearts  be  moved,  and  your  stal- 
wart arras  be  nerved  by  the  mute  eloquence  of  the  black  desolation 
which  broods,  like  starless  night,  upon  tlie  once  proud  and  cherished 
homes  of  Missouri,  marked  now  by  heaps  of  ashes  and  blackened,  soli- 
tary chimneys;  of  the  fields,  once  resplendent  in  luxuriant  beauty 
under  the  genial  culturing  hand  of  industry  and  taste,  now  the  undis- 
puted domain  of  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest;  of  the  graves,  not  yet 
green,  of  her  noble  sons  ruthlessly  murdered  in  the  very  sight  of  the 
dear  ones  of  their  household  by  the  vandal  minions,  chartered  by  the 
despotism  to  do  such  bloody  work. 

Listen!  and  your  ears  shall  catch  from  every  breeze  and  zephyr  from 
West  and  South  the  wailiugs  from  hundreds  of  lips  which  were  wont 
to  express  only  the  heart's  pure  joy  and  gladness,  springing  from  the 
cherished  treasures  of  holier  aft'ections  and  sympathies,  from  lips  of 
tender,  lovely  woman  for  the  loss  of  priceless  virtue,  ravished  by  un- 
restrained, and  in  many  well-established  instances,  incited  "  soldiers." 

Such  notes  daily  salute  our  unwilling  ears — they  would  move  the 
hearts  of  fiends  to  pity— they  fall  in  tones  of  thunder  upon  the  ears  of 
the  despotism  ;  yet  it  has  no  mercy,  no  sympathy  with  the  miseries  of 
its  innocent  victims,  no  emotions  which  exalt  humanity  above  the  level 
of  the  brute  which  perisheth.  Such  picture,  gloomy,  dark,  and  blood- 
marked,  the  contemplation  of  which  mantles  with  the  blush  of  shame 
the  cheek  of  manhood,  is  exhibited  upon  every  spot  of  our  once  bright 
and  beautiful  land  which  has  been  pressed  by  the  vandal  feet  of  the 
"Federal  Army." 

Brothers!  you,  the  noble,  gallant  men,  citizens  of  the  great  States 
within  the  bonds  of  our  brotherhood  which  are  yet  unscathed  by  the 
flames  of  war,  to  you  I  appeal !  Contemplate  the  picture  thus  but  too 
dimly  sketched  and  say,  while  you  shall  invoke  the  God  of  truth  and 
justice  to  witness  the  sincerity  of  your  vows:  "This  picture  shall  not 
be  re])roduced  upon  our  homes  and  fair  fields."  You  may  look  upon 
this  blood-stained  desolation  and  see  yourselves  and  yours  reflected  as 
in  a  glass,  but  not  darkly,  unless  your  vows  shall  be  redeemed,  for  be 
assured  the  same  power  which  has  accomplished  that  fearful  work 
designs  a  like  achievement  upon  your  as  yet  unstained  soil. 

There  might  be  a  despot  in  himself  so  endowed  with  high  and  noble 
attributes  of  manhood  that  even  his  despotism  should  be  respectable,  if 
not  quite  endurable,  so  that  it  should  regard  the  progress  and  due  ele- 
vation of  his  people,  but  our  despotism  affords  us  no  such  matter  for 
consideration  or  consolation.  It  is  moved  and  controlled  in  its  terrible 
and  even  in  its  gentler  energies  by  men  who  have  aforetime  floated 
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upon  the  social  current,  like  waifs,  too  valueless  for  serious  thoughts, 
or  lost  in  the  dregs  of  slumbering  pools  waiting  to  be  upheaved  by  the 
surgings  of  the  first  commotion,  or  patiently  endured  as  ineffaceable 
blemishes  upon  the  body  politic.  Their  elevation  to  place  has  brought 
to  view  their  inherent  vices  of  character  but  has  not  developed  one 
virtue.  There  is,  in  the  contemplation  of  their  wide  field  of  action, 
exploit,  and  unaccomplished  purpose,  but  one  object  or  palpable  sub 
ject  upon  which  our  special  wonder  can  exercise  itself — their  audacity ! 
It  should  be  too  much  for  credulity  without  sad  experience  of  the  truth, 
in  the  light  of  these  days  of  human  advancement,  and  on  the  soil  of 
North  America,  too,  which  yet  feels  the  nourishing  aliment  of  the 
choicest  blood  wliich  watered  the  tree  of  liberty  when  planted  in  the 
"New  World,"  that  such  men  should  be  so  bold!  They  have  polluted 
every  sacred  thing  existing  on  which  their  lightest  finger  has  fallen, 
and  have  even  desecrated  every  object  and  idea  which  had  been 
enshrined  in  holiest  memories  of  the  glorious  past!  Brothers!  the 
future  is  enveloped  in  thick  clouds,  dark,  and  growing  darker,  to  our 
view;  yet  true  patriotism,  aided  by  abiding  faith  in  the  virtues  trans- 
mitted to  us  through  our  sires  as  our  inheritance  of  honor,  discerns 
clear,  transcendent  brightness  beyond.  We  will  with  our  swords,  if 
need  be,  sweep  away  these  clouds  and  welcome  the  splendor  which 
shall  glow  in  its  old-time  brilliancy  upon  the  arms  of  our  several  States, 
redeemed  from  the  thraldom  of  an  irresponsible  "despotism." 

Bead  often  and  ponder  well  the  lessons  which  our  order  imparts  and 
let  them  abide  in  your  heart  of  hearts.  All  will  be  well  if  we  are  true 
to  ourselves,  but  if  we  shall  not  prove  true  in  this  the  hour  of  our 
country's  great  peril,  the  ghosts  of  our  fathers  will  take  palpable  shape 
and  voice,  and  pointing  at  us  will  cry,  Shame!  Shame!  If  we  shall 
prove  recreant  to  our  sacred  trust  in  this  present  our  children  will 
curse  our  memories  for  leaving  to  them  a  heritage  of  shame. 

Listen  to  our  brothers  of  one  of  our  noblest  States : 

In  view  of  these  signs  of  the  times  we  believe  that  every  State  and  every  individ- 
ual right  is  in  jeopardy ;  that  law  and  order,  and  society  itself,  are  imperiled;  that 
the  dark  and  bloody  cloud  of  anarchy  is  beginning  to  overshadow  us,  and  that  a 
grinding  military  despotism  of  the  direst  character  must  be  the  result,  unless  the 
spirit  of  the  fathers  animates  with  its  brightest,  purest  lirea  of  devotion  and  self- 
sacrifice,  the  free  minds,  the  brave  hearts,  and  still  unshackled  limbs  of  the  true 
democracy. 

To  be  prepared  for  the  crisis  now  approaching  we  must  catch  from  afar  the 
earliest  and  faintest  breathings  of  the  spirit  of  the  storm.  To  be  successful  when 
the  storm  comes  we  must  be  watchful,  patient,  brave,  confident,  organized,  armed. 

Our  watchword  should  be  law  and  order,  the  Constitution,  and  the  Union  of  our 
sires,  the  sovereignty  of  our  several  States. 

We  must  be  law-abiding,  .as  we  are  liberty-loving.  We  are  against  usurpation  in 
whatever  guise  it  comes.  We  will  revere,  sustain,  and  obey  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  all  laws  passed  in  pursuance  thereof.  We  acknowledge  the 
supremacy  of  the  judiciary,  and  shall  abide  by  its  pure,  nnbought,  uuawed,  inter- 
pretations of  the  law.  In  all  our  works  and  acts  wo  shall  seek  peaceably  to  avert 
the  dangers  that  threaten  us ;  to  uphold  the  laws,  and  in  all  cases  and  in  every  way 
possible  to  stand  and  act  on  the  defensive. 

But  the  surest  mode  of  averting  danger  is  to  confront  it  boldly;  the  most  certain 
means  of  preserving  peace  is  to  be  prepared  for  war. 

P.  OAIUS  UEBANUS, 

Supreme  Commander. 
T. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  18, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson, 

Provost-Marshal-General  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Colonel:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  instructions  I  started  for 
Detroit,  Mich.,  on  the  13th  instant  and  reached  that  city  on  the  morn- 
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ing  of  the  ensuing  day.  I  found  the  name  Charles  L.  Hunt,  Saint 
Louis,  Mo.,  registered  at  the  Biddle  House,  and  about  1  o'clock  saw  Mr. 
Hunt  enter  the  common  sitting-room  with  tlie  air  of  one  waiting  for  or 
expecting  somebody.  Very  soon  a  gentleman  {evidently  expecting 
somebody)  also  entered  the  hotel,  when  Mr.  Hunt  approached  him,  and 
without  appearing  to  do  so  exchanged  a  few  words  with  him  and  went 
out  again.  Mr.  Hunt  followed  in  a  few  minutes  and  walked  directly  to 
the  street  leading  to  the  ferry  landing  of  the  steamer  plying  between 
Detroit  and  Windsor,  Canada  West.  Mr,  Hunt  stood  on  the  corner  of 
the  street  for  some  minutes  looking  anxiously  around,  when,  much  to 
his  relief,  a  second  gentleman,  well  dressed  (and  apparently  between 
forty-live  and  fifty  years  old),  approached  him,  and  a  hearty  greeting 
was  exchanged. 

1  think  the  stranger  came  from  the  ferry  boat,  for  it  had  just  landed 
a  few  minutes  before,  and  the  passengers  were  still  moving  upward  as 
the  gentlemen  met.  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  friend  walked  down  toward  the 
ferry  landing,  but  before  they  went  aboard  the  Essex  M  r.  Hunt  looked 
around  and  behind  him,  and  stood  as  though  iiitendingnot  to  go  aboard, 
but  the  stranger  said  a  few  assuring  words,  and  taking  Mr.  Hunt's  arm 
the  twain  went  aboard  the  Essex  and  were  landed  on  the  Windsor  side 
of  the  river. 

I  followed  and  saw  them  proceed  directly  to  Hiron's  House,  an  inn  or 
tavern,  where  Mr.  Vallandigham  resides  with  his  family.  Mr.  Hunt 
entered  the  house  by  the  private  enlirance  and  remained  in  it  until  6 
o'clock  p.  m.,  when  he  returned  alone  to  the  Biddle  House,  Detroit. 
Here  he  was  met  by  John  Paton,  a  well-known  copperhead  of  Detroit, 
and  an  ex-member  of  the  city  council.  Other  men  were  introduced 
to  Mr.  Hunt  by  Paton,  and  a  party  of  three  repaired  to  Whipple's  bil- 
liard saloon,  where  Mr.  Hunt  spent  the  evening. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  15th,  Mr.  Hunt  was  called  upon  by  a  tall, 
rather  large  and  tolerably  good-looking  man,  with  dull,  sandy  hair, 
light-colored  eyes  and  "  goatee,"  and  after  conversing  in  the  sitting- 
room,  principally  about  "  the  God  damned  outrage  of  his  arrest,"  and 
a  certain  cure  (in  form  of  a  lotion)  for  primary  syphilis,  specially 
recommended  by  Mr.  Hunt  to  his  afflicted  friend,  the  twain  walked  out 
together  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Hiron's  House,  in  Windsor. 

During  the  passage  across,  the  stranger,  who  appeared  to  be  not  over 
thirty-five  years  old,  became  very  much  excited  an<l  very  profane,  and 
pulling  out  of  his  breast  pocket  a  bundle  of  documents,  printed  and 
written,  commenced  to  read  extracts  for  Mr.  Hunt,  which  evidently 
displeased  him,  for  he  said  something  very  decisive  to  his  companion, 
upon  which  he  put  up  his  documents  and  remained  silent  until  the 
boat  reached  Windsor.  They  entered  the  private  entrance  of  Hiron's 
House  and  in  a  few  minutes' thereafter  a  very  pleasant  looking  gentle- 
man came  into  the  sitting-room  and  exchanged  a  few  words  with  a 
fellow  in  attendance,  who  ushered  three  other  gentlemen  (one  of  whom 
was  quite  portly,  with  a  florid,  closely- shaved  face  and  bald  head),  and 
the  party  was  in  turn  ushered  upstairs  by  the  very  pleasant  looking 
gentleman.  1  think  he  was  the  same  who  conducted  Mr.  Hunt  across 
the  river  on  the  day  previous,  but  I  am  not  certain,  as  his  appearance 
was  altered  by  the  removal  of  his  hat  and  overcoat.  This  gentleman 
had  fine,  white  teeth  and  reminded  me  somewhat  of  Brig.  Gen.  John 
M.  Thayer,  although  he  lacked  the  good  look  of  that  officer's  face. 

Several  gentlemen  now  commenced  to  arrive  at  the  house,  where 
they  were  received  by  the  very  pleasant-looking  gentleman  and  by 
him  handed  upstairs,     Perhaps  as  many  as  thirty  gentlemen  arrived 
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during  the  day  and  were  invariably  met  by  tbe  master  of  ceremonies, 
greeted,  and  passed  upstairs.  They  were  all  well-dressed,  highly  intel- 
ligent-looking men,  who  evidently  had  seen  much  of  the  world,  and 
under  a  calm  exterior  nursed  strong  feelings. 

Mr.  Hunt  remained  at  the  house  all  day  and  returned  to  Detroit  for 
late  tea.  I  lost  sight  of  him  for  an  hour  or  so,  but  about  8  o'clock  I 
found  him  in  the  hotel  office,  in  earnest  conversation  with  a  tall,  large- 
built,  remarkable-looking  gentleman,  who  wore  glasses  and  had  the  air 
of  a  man  usually  seen  at  capitals  and  other  places  where  the  great  of  a 
country  assemble.  He  had  a  remarkably-shaped  nose  of  the  aquiline 
type,  with  a  rich  growth  of  brown,  frizzled  hair,  full  whiskers,  and  mus- 
tache. He  registered  his  name,  "A.  James,  New  York,"  but  this  was 
not  his  real  name,  as  he  and  several  gentlemen,  who  with  Mr.  Hunt 
were  paying  him  marked  attention,  laughed  quietly  as  he  wrote  it,  and 
exchanged  meaning  glances  with  each  other.  Mr.  James  was  assigned 
room  18,  and  thither  he  repaired  with  Mr.  Hunt,  followed  by  the  man 
Paton,  who  by  and-by  returned  and  invited  other  gentlemen  up,  and 
in  the  course  of  an  hour  fully  twenty  gentlemen  were  assembled  in 
room  18. 

These  men  were  pointed  out  to  me  as  leading  copperheads  of  Detroit, 
and  so  well-known  are  they  that  when  anything  unusual  is  astir  in 
copperliead  circles  it  becomes  apparent  to  those  who  know  them  by 
their  meeting  in  such  a  way  as  this — by  accident,  as  one  might  be  led 
to  suppose. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  James  Mr.  Hunt  was  "a lion"  with 
the  copperheads,  but  although  "lionized"  quietly  it  was  done  not  the 
less  ardently.  Mr.  James  not  only  received  the  fawnings  of  the 
copperheads,  but  Mr.  Hunt  showed  him  a  respect  and  consideration 
amounting  to  sycophancy. 

Of  the  internal  proceedings  of  this  secret  meeting  I  could  gain  no 
possible  knowledge,  but  it  lasted  for  several  hours,  and  was  conducted 
with  a  caution  of  action  and  modulation  of  tone  betokening  a  necessity 
for  secrecy. 

Mr.  Hunt's  entire  course  from  the  morning  of  the  14th  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  15th,  when  he  was  shut  from  my  view  by  the  locked  door  of 
room  18,  was  such  as  to  the  eye  of  a  close  observer  discovered  a  con- 
sciousness of  danger,  although  I  do  not  think  that  a  casual  observer 
would  notice  anything  unusual  in  his  conduct  or  manners.  He  rather 
avoided,  but  nevertheless  used,  the  man  Paton,  and  always  checked 
tlie  demonstrativeness  of  those  with  whom  he  spoke.  He  saw  no  man, 
or  conversed  with  none,  that  I  saw  in  Detroit,  with  the  exception  of 
prominent  copperheads,  and  he  went  no  place  save  to  the  billiard 
saloon  and  Hiron's  House. 

The  movements  of  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  party  attracted  the  attention  of 
Colonel  Hill,  i)rovost-marshal-genera],  Michigan,  and  William  Rogers, 
attorney-general,  Michigan,  and  it  was  from  these  gentlemen  that 
I  learned  the  character  of  Mr.  Hunt's  companions,  excepting  Mr. 
James,  whom  no  one  knew,  save  the  coterie  of  which  he  formed  such 
a  distinguished  feature. 

I  learned  from  a  reliable  source  that  Vallandigham  receives  his 
mail  from  the  United  States  under  cover,  directed  to  S.  Dow  Elwood 
and  John  H.  Harmon,  both  of  Detroit.  The  former  held  a  Government 
j)08ition  under  James  Buchanan  or  F.  Pierce,  and  he  is  now  the  senior 
member  of  a  large  book  house  in  Detroit.  I  learned  also  that  Val- 
landigham travels  a  good  deal  in  Canada,  remaining  away  two  and 
three  weeks  at  a  time,  but  on  his  return  keeps  his  rooms,  where  he  is 
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visited  by  gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  the  country.    He  had  only 
returned,  after  one  of  these  tours,  two  days,  when  I  reached  Windsor. 
Mr.  Hunt  left  Detroit  on  Saturday  morning,  the  16th,  and  I  saw  him 
last  at  the  Tremont  House,  Chicago,  on  Sunday  night. 
I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  yours, 

EDWARD  BETTY. 

U. 

Deo. 

INVOCATION. 

God  of  our  fathers!  whose  inspiration  moved  them  to  mighty  deeds 
of  valor  in  the  cause  of  eternal  truth,  justice,  and  human  rights;  we 
their  sons  would  fain  recognize  the  same  presence  and  inspiration  in 
this  v.,  consecrated  to  the  principles  which  they  inculcated  by  precept 
and  by  exami)le,  defended  with  their  lives  and  their  sacred  honor. 
With  the  Divine  Presence  let  holiest  memories  come,  like  incense  to 
our  souls,  and  exalt  them  with  emotions  worthy  of  the  ceremonies  of 
the  supreme  occasion.    Amen ! 

DECLARATION   OF   PRINCIPLES. 

First.  God  has  created  the  universe ! 

Second.  All  men  are  endowed  by  the  Creator  with  certain  rights, 
equal  so  far  as  there  is  equality  in  the  capacity  for  the  .nppreciation, 
enjoyment,  and  exercise  of  those  rights,  some  of  which  are  inalienable, 
while  others  may,  by  voluntary  act  or  consent,  be  qualified,  suspended, 
or  relinquished  for  the  purpose  of  social  or  governmental  organization. 

Third.  Government  arises  from  the  necessity  of  society. 

Fourth.  Right  government  derives  its  sole  authority  from  the  will  of 
the  governed,  expressly  declared. 

Fifth.  The  grand  purpose  of  government  is  the  welfare  of  the  gov- 
erned. Its  success  is  measured  by  the  degree  of  progress  which  the 
people  shall  have  attained  toward  the  most  exalted  civilization. 

Sixth.  Government  founded  upon  the  principles  enunciated  in  the 
foregoing  propositions  is  designated  Democracy. 

Seventh.  Reflection,  observation,  and  experience  seem  to  have  estab- 
lished in  the  minds  of  wise  and  impartial  men  the  conclusion  that  gov- 
ernment properly  organized  upon  the  great  principles  which  our 
Revolutionary  ancestors — patriots  and  sages — held,  inculcated,  and 
defended,  best  achieves  the  grand  and  beneficent  ends  of  human 
government. 

Eighth.  The  governments  organized  and  existing  in  the  original 
thirteen  States  of  North  America,  when  they  had  severally  renounced 
their  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  we  regard  as  the 
wisest  and  best  adapted  to  the  nature  and  character  of  the  people 
inhabiting  the  continent  of  North  America  at  the  present  day. 

Ninth.  The  Government  designated  "  the  United  States  of  America," 
which  shall  shed  its  light  along  the  path  of  our  future  ages,  was  the 
conception  and  achievement  of  wisdom,  enlightened  patriotism,  and 
virtue.  That  Government  was  created  by  thirteen  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent  States  for  their  mutual  benefit,  to  administer  their 
common  interest  and  concerns;  being  endowed  with  the  powers,  dig- 
nity, and  supremacy,  and  no  further  or  other,  which  are  distinctly 
specified  and  warranted  and  conferred  by  the  strict  letter  of  "the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

19   R   R— SERIES   ir,  VOL   V'l 
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OBLIGATION. 

I, ,  fully  comprehending  and  appreciating  the  declara- 
tion of  principles  which  I  have  just  heard  pronounced,  hold  them  for 
truth,  to  cherish  them  in  my  heart,  to  inculcate  them  among  my  fellow- 
men,  to  illustrate  them,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  in  my  daily  walk  and 
conversation,  and  if  needs  be  defend  them  with  my  life.  I  solemnly 
promise  that  I  will  never  reveal  or  make  known  to  any  person  or  per 
sons,  by  sign  or  signs,  word  or  words,  nor  in  any  other  manner,  the 
ceremonies  in  which  I  have  just  taken  part,  nor  the  names  nor  persons 
who  have  participated  with  me,  nor  any  single  word  nor  thing  which  1 
have  heard  or  have  seen  herein.  To  the  feithful  performance  of  all 
which,  in  presence  of  these  witnesses,  my  worthy  sponsors,  I  pledge 
my  most  sacred  honor.    Amen. 

Here  give  the  signs  and  passwords  of  the  V.  and  the  signal  of  dis- 
tress of . 


1.  The  true  man  is  immortal,  and  cannot  obtain  perfection  in  the 
body  that  passeth  away. 

2.  In  the  economy  of  Providence  there  are  found  degrees  of  capacity. 
The  superior  must  progress  and  should  at  the  same  time  advance  the 
inferior  by  refining  influences  toward  complete  civilization. 

3.  When  a  people,  of  whatsoever  race,  shall  have  obtained  a  social 
status  favorable  to  material  and  intellectual  progress  they  should 
establish  and  maintain  such  form  of  government  as  a  majority  shall 
expressly  declare  and  ordain. 

4.  All  power  resides  in  the  people,  and  is  delegated  always  to  be 
exercised  for  the  advancement  of  the  commo::  weal  by  the  express  terms 
of  the  ordinance  or  constitution.  Hence,  any  encroachment  beyond  the 
express  limits  is  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  delegate  and  is  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  since  usurpation  unrebuked  is  despot- 
ism accepted. 

5.  The  people  composing  a  distinct  governmental  organization,  being 
the  best  judges  of  their  peculiar  wants,  may  modily  or  change  their 
constitution  or  organic  law  whensoever  they  shall  find  adequate  neces- 
sity therefor,  having  careful  regard,  however,  to  recognized  and  approved 
ideas  and  principles  in  regard  to  human  government. 

6.  Whenever  the  chosen  officers  or  delegates  to  whom  the  people 
have  intrusted  the  power  of  the  government  shall  fail  or  refuse  to 
administer  the  government  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Ifetter  of  the 
accepted  constitution,  but  shall  assume  and  exercise  power  or  authority 
not  delegated,  it  is  the  inherent  right  and  the  solemn  and  imperative 
duty  of  the  people  to  resist  the  functionaries,  and,  if  need  be,  to  expel 
them  by  force  of  arms.  Such  resistance  is  not  revolution,  but  is  solely 
the  assertion  of  right,  the  exercise  of  all  the  noble  attributes  which 
impart  honor  and  dignity  to  manhood.  Submission  to  power  or  author- 
iiy  usurped  is  unmitigated  debasement  of  an  entire  people,  and  the 
debasement  is  increased  in  its  measure  of  shame  while  the  submission 
continues. 

7.  The  strong  shall  not  assail  the  weak  for  oppression,  conquest,  or 
extended  rule. 

8.  Woman,  in  whatever  sphere,  should  be  tenderly  cherished,  and 
her  virtues  exalted  and  maintained  in  unsullied  purity,  and  all  her 
wrongs  must  be  properly  avenged.    This  sacred  duty  our  order  enjoins. 
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9.  The  orphan,  especially  of  a  worthy  brother  who  shall  have  been 
called  to  service  in  the  temple  above,  should  be  cherished,  educated, 
and  established  in  the  golden  path  which  virtue  hath  traced.  This 
sacred  duty  our  order  enjoins. 

10.  The  virtues  which  are  inculcated  and  enjoined  by  the  precepts  of 
religion  must  be  cherished  by  the  brotherhood. 

11.  Industry  must  be  encouraged,  and  especially  directed  to  the  use- 
ful pursuits  and  avocations  of  peace. 

12.  The  arts,  sciences,  and  general  literature  must  be  fostered  and 
amply  remunerated  amongst  our  brotherhood. 

13.  Our  swords  shall  be  unsheathed  whenever  the  great  principles 
which  we  aim  to  inculcate  and  have  sworn  to  maintain  and  defend  shall 
be  assailed,  or  in  defense  of  the  oppressed  against  the  oppressor. 
'J'hus  shall  we  best  illustrate  our  worthy  name  and  the  high  behests  of 
our  order.    Amen ! 

Thou  wilt  now  give  earnest  heed  to  the  instructions  of  our  E^  K.  C.  W., 
who  will  demand  of  thee  a  solemn  obligation. 

OBLIGATION. 

I, ,  within  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  inner  T  ,  do  now 

freely  renew  the  vows  which  I  have  plighted  in  my  progress  hither.  I 
do  further  solemnly  promise  that  I  will  faithfully  keep  secret  every 
word  that  I  may  hear,  nor  will  I  speak  of,  nor  reveal,  by  word  or 
intimation,  anything  which  I  may  see  within  or  without  the  T.,  which 
I  am  enjoined"  or  expected  to  preserve  an  inviolable  secret,  except  to 
a  brother  of  the  2,  whom  I  know  to  be  such.  That  I  will  never 
explain  any  or  either  of  the  signs,  hails,  passwords,  watchwords, 
emblems,  insignia,  initials,  initial  letters,  nor  the  seal,  nor  sign  manual 
of  the  degree  of  the  2,  to  any  one  except  a  brother  of  that  degree. 
That  1  will,  as  becometh  a  true  B.  K.,  at  all  times  and  in  all  places, 
respect,  perform,  and  obey  each  and  every  order,  command,  or  request 
made  to  or  of  me  by  the  E.  K.  G.  C,  or  otlier  superior  authority,  touch- 
ing any  matter  or  thing  which  belongs  or  relates,  or  pertains,  to  the 
purposes  or  plans  of  the  O.  A.  K.,  if  in  my  power  so  to  do,  and 
that  I  will  carefully  regard  and  obey  all  instructions  touching  my  own 
conduct  and  duty  in  all  matters  and  things  relating  or  pertaining  to  the 
order  which  may  be  communicated  or  imj)arted  to  me,  whether  in  or 
out  of  office,  by  the  superior  authority  of  the  order.  I  do  further  sol- 
emnly promise  that  I  will  ever  cherish  in  my  heart  of  hearts  the  sublime 
creed  of  the  E.  K.,  as  explained  to  me  in  this  presence;  and  will,  so  far 
as  in  me  lies,  illustrate  the  same  in  my  intercourse  with  men,  and  will 
defend  the  principles  thereof,  if  need  be,  with  my  life,  whensoever 
assailed,  in  my  own  country  first  of  all.  I  do  further  promise  that  my 
sword  shall  ever  be  drawn  in  defense  of  the  right,  and  especially  in 
behalf  of  the  oppressed  against  the  oppressor.  I  do  further  solemnly 
declare  that  I  will  never  take  up  arms  in  behalf  of  any  monarch,  prince, 
potentate,  or  government  which  does  not  acknowledge  the  sole  author- 
ity or  power  to  be  the  will  of  the  governed  expressly  and  distinctly 
declared,  nor  in  any  cause  or  service  as  a  mercenary.  I  do  further 
promise  that  I  will  ever  cherish  kindly  fellowship  toward  all  true  E.  K. 
everywhere,  and  will  ever  defend  them  in  the  right.  I  do  further 
solemnly  promise  that  I  will  ever  regard,  cherish,  and  protect  the 
woman,  in  whatever  relation  or  condition,  and  the  orphan,  and  espe- 
cially the  mother,  wife,  sister,  or  orphan  of  a  deceased  brother  of  the 
order,   and    will  defend  them,   and    each  of  them,   iigainst    wrong. 
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insult,  and  oppression  at  the  hazard  of  my  hfe.  I  do  further 
solemnly  promise  and  declare  that  I  will  never  induct,  nor  con- 
sent to  the  induction  of,  any  one  into  the  sublime  degree  of  the  2  who 
shall  not  have  been  duly  and  well  instructed  in  the  first  degree  of  the 
T.,  nor  then,  until  he  shall  have  first  been  unanimously  approved  by 
a  legally  constituted  conclave  of  the  E.  K.,  nor  in  any  place  which  has 
not  been  duly  appointed  and  consecrated  to  that  end  by  the  competent 
authority,  nor  in  the  presence  of  any  less  number  than  thirteen  E.  K., 
in  good  standing,  each  and  all  of  whom  shall  approve  and  consent  to 
such  induction,  I  do  farther  solemnly  declare,  in  the  presence  of  these 
E.  K.,  my  witnesses,  that  I  now  plight  these  my  solemn  vows,  with  full 
knowledge  and  understanding,  and  with  my  fnll  assent,  that  the 
penalty  declared  against  any  violation  of  any  or  either  of  these,  my 
vows  and  promises,  will  be  a  surrender  of  my  sword  and  the  jewels 
with  which  I  shall  have  been  adorned  in  honor;  and  my  name  shall 
become  a  byword  amongst  the  brotherhood,  to  be  pronounced  only 
with  anathema  and  scorn.  Divine  presence!  approve  my  truth,  and 
ye,  E.  K.,  hear  and  witness  my  vows !  Amen ! 

CHARGE. 

Brother!  Thy  proficiency  in  our  sublime  lessons  approve  thy  worthi- 
ness to  be  inducted  into  the  rites  and  mysteries  of  the  innermost  T., 
and  to  cooperate  with  E.  K.'s  in  the  noble  work  to  which  they  are 
assigned,  which  demands  the  exercise  of  all  the  higher  and  holier 
attributes  of  true  manhood. 

Be  admonished  that  thou  hast  participated  while  in  this  presence  in 
no  unmeaning  ceremony.  Cherish  our  creed!  Respect  thy  solemn 
oath !  In  thy  inner  and  thy  outer  life  illustrate  the  behests  of  our 
sacred  order!  So  shall  thy  reward  on  earth  be  exceeding  great  in 
regard  to  this  world's  substance,  while  thy  name  shall  awaken  glorious 
emotions  in  the  hearts  of  millions  yet  unborn,  and  thy  great  and  noble 
deeds  shall  be  enbalmed  in  the  incense  of  holiest  memory,  and 
renowned  in  sublimest  song  or  grateful  story. 

Still  thy  journey  leadeth  due  Bast  by  virtue's  golden  path,  perils 
still  await  tliee,  but  our  worthy  guardians  on  either  side  the  way  will 
guide  thee  safely  onward.  Put  thy  trust  in  God !  Be  truth  thy  cloud 
by  day,  thy  star  by  night,  so  shall  thy  footsteps  follow  to  the  portals 
of  the  temple  not  made  with  hands. 

Listen  to  the  words  of  inspiration  I  then  onward !  still  thy  watch- 
word, onward ! 

3. 

1.  A  well-defined  belief  in  the  existence  of  a  Creator  and  the  Supreme 
liuler  of  the  universe  of  world,  cherished  as  an  abiding  sentiment, 
imparts  true  dignity  to  manhood. 

2.  Moral  perfection  is  possible  to  humanity,  In  accordance  with  the 
Divine  purpose,  as  manifest  in  the  lessons  of  nature,  and  from  revela- 
tion ;  yet  so  numerous  and  diverse  are  the  unfavorable  circumstances 
surrounding  every  condition,  common  to  all,  peculiar  to  many,  that  an 
approximate  degree  of  excellence  is  well  attained.  Be  the  watchword 
of  our  order,  onward!  upward!  higher! 

3.  Social  and  governmental  organizations  are  good  and  favorable  to 
the  progress,  or  are  vicious  and  tend  to  the  debasement,  of  a  people. 
Hence,  while  it  is  the  exalted  mission  of  onr  order  to  teach  and  incul 
cate  tlie  great  principles  of  truth,  whereupon  is  founded  the  system  of 
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right  goverument,  it  is  our  first  aud  solemu  duty,  as  a  fraternity  and 
as  individuals,  within  our  respective  spheres  of  action,  to  promote  social 
organizations  upon  principles  of  truth,  enlightened  by  the  precepts  of 
our  holy  religion,  so  that  the  best  and  most  efficient  governments  shall 
be  established  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

4.  A  peoi)le  upon  whatever  plane  they  may  bo  found  in  the  ascending 
scale  of  humanity,  whom  neither  Divine  revelation  nor  the  inspirations 
of  nature  around  them  can  compel  to  progress  onward  and  upward, 
should  be  subjected  to  a  just  aud  humane  servitude  and  tutelage  to  the 
superior  race  until  they  shall  be  able  to  appreciate  the  benefits  of 
civilization.  Distinctive  aud  palpable  developments  indicate  the 
l)lane  upon  which  the  race  is  found  in  the  scale  of  humanity;  aud  the 
Caucasian  or  white  race  exhibits  the  most  ))erfect  and  complete  devel- 
opment. Hence,  the  noblest  efitbrts  of  that  race  should  be  directed  to 
the  holy  work  of  civilizing  and  elevating  the  wild  and  savage  races 
wheresoever  found !  nor  should  those  efforts  cease  until  such  race  shall 
be  able  to  organize  and  to  maintain  a  government  for  themselves, 
which  shall  promote  their  ccmtinuing  progress  aud  advancement  in 
civilization. 

5.  Tlie  ideas  and  principles  which  our  order  inculcates,  and  will  main- 
tain, are  the  same  ideas  and  principles  in  regard  to  the  best  and  most 
efficient  government  which  were  taught  and  maintained  by  the  men 
of  glorious  renown  who  founded  the  original  thirteen  States  of  North 
America. 

G.  Those  States  were  assailed  by  a  despotic  power,  which  aimed  at 
their  conquest  and  subjugation  to  its  rule;  hence,  tliey  made  common 
cause  for  tlieir  mutual  defense  and  established  friendly  relations  with 
each  other,  declaring  their  purposes  and  intentions  in  that  regard  in 
the  compact  entitled  "Articles  of  Ooufederate  and  Perj)etual  Union 
between  the  States." 

7.  When  tliose  States  had  nobly  maintained  their  "freedom  and 
independence''  they  severally  entered  into  a  compact  entitled  "Tlie 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  for  the  ends  and  purposes 
therein  distinctly  declared  and  specified,  and  the  Government  theieby 
created  was  endowed  by  the  States,  acting  in  their  several  capacities  of 
"  Iree  and  independent  States,"  with  powers  sufficient  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  those  end  sand  purposes  and  no  others.  Powers  not  delegated  to 
that  Government  by  the  letter  of  the  compact  cannot  be  exercised  by  it. 

8.  Sovereignty  resides  in  and  with  the  people  of  the  States  respec- 
tivelj',  which  are  parties  to  the  "  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 
Sovereignty  comes  to  men  from  God,  the  Supreme  Euler  of  the  uni- 
verse. It  cannot  be  alienated;  neither  can  it  be  delegated.  Some  of 
its  powers  may  be  exercised  by  delegated  or  constituted  authority, 
while  others  cannot  be  so  exercised,  except  at  the  sacrifice,  on  the  part 
of  the  constituent,  of  all  that  which  lends  dignity  to  manhood. 

9.  The  Government  designated  "The  United  States  of  America"  has 
no  sovereignty,  because  that  is  an  attribute  with  which  they,  in  their 
several  and  distinct  political  organizations,  are  endowed,  and  is  inalien- 
able. It  was  constituted  by  the  terms  of  the  compact,  by  all  the  States, 
through  the  express  will  of  the  people  thereof  respectively— a  common 
agent,  to  use  and  exercise  certain  named,  specified,  defined,  and  limited 
l)owers,  which  are  inherent  of  the  sovereignties  within  those  States.  It 
is  permitted,  so  far  as  regards  its  status  and  relations  as  common  agent 
in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  carefully  and  jealously  delegated  to  it,  to 
call  itself  "supreme,"  but  not  "sovereign."  "Supremacy,"  in  a  just 
sense  of  the  term,  as  plainly  intended  by  the  tenor  and  spirit  of  Article 


294  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

VI  of  "tbe  Coustitntion,"  was  created,  defined,  and  limited  by  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  sovereignties. 

10.  In  accordance  with  the  principles  upon  which  is  founded  the  Amer- 
ican theory,  government  can  exercise  only  delegated  power.  Hence,  if 
those  who  shall  have  been  chosen  to  administer  the  government  shall 
assume  to  exercise  powers  not  delegated,  they  should  be  regarded  and 
treated  as  usurpers. 

The  reference  "to  inherent  power"  as  also  to  existing  "necessity"  ou 
the  part  of  the  functionary  for  sanction  of  any  arbitrary  exercise  of 
power  by  him  we  will  not  accept,  in  palliation  or  excuse. 

Tlie  dogma  of  the  "Divine  right,"  which  despots  assert,  we  reject  and 
repudiate,  as  did  the  patriots  and  sages  of  the  "Revolution,"  whose 
virtues  we  would  emulate,  whose  glorious  renown  we  will  ever  cherish 
in  sacred  memory. 

OBLIGATION. 

I, ,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  these  M.  E.  K.,  do  sol- 
emnly renew  the  vows  which  I  have  plighted  in  my  progress  hitherto 
in  our  sacred  order.  I  do  furth(ir  solemnly  ])romise  that  I  never  will 
reveal  or  make  known  to  anyone  any  or  either  of  the  signs,  hails,  i»ass- 
words,  watchwords,  initials,  ciphers,  emblems,  insignia,  nor  sign  man- 
ual of  tbe  M.  E.  D.,  O.  A.  K.,  except  to  prove  a  man  claiming  to  be  a 
brother  of  that  degree,  whom  I  shall  have  first  duly  proved  in  each  of 
the  antecedent  degrees  of  progression  in  this  order.  That  1  will 
instruct  no  one  in  the  lessons,  signs,  or  insignia  of  the  M.  E.  D., 
O.  A.  K.,  unless  by  express  authority  to  that  end  from  the  M.  B.  G. 
Com.  of  the  3,  with  which  I  am  affiliated,  or  other  acknowledged 
authoritj'.  I  do  further  solemnly  promise  that  I  will  at  all  times  and 
in  all  places  yield  and  observe  prompt  and  implicit  obedience  without 
remonstrance  or  question  to  every  mandate,  command, order,  or  request 
of  my  immediate  G.  Com.  in  all  things  touching  or  relating  to  the  pur- 
pose of  the  O.  A.  K.,  if  in  my  power  to  do  so.  I  do  further  solemnly 
promise  that  whensoever  the  principles  which  our  order  inculcates  shall 
be  assailed  in  my  own  State  or  country,  I  will  defend  those  principles 
with  my  sword  and  my  life,  in  whatsoever  capacity  may  be  assigned  to 
me  by  the  competent  authority  of  our  order.  1  do  further  solemnly 
promise  that  I  will  ever  cherish  the  sublime  lessons  which  the  sacred 
emblems  of  our  order  suggest,  and  will,  so  far  as  in  me  lies,  impart 
those  lessons  to  the  peoples  of  the  earth,  where  the  acorn  fails  from  its 
parent  bough,  in  whose  visible  firmament  the  Orion  and  Arcturus  ride 
in  their  resplen<ient  glories,  and  where  the  Si)uthern  Cross  dazzles  the 
eye  with  its  coruscations  of  golden  hght,  fit  emblem  of  truth.  1  do 
further  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  never  induct,  or  consent  to  the  induc- 
tion of,  any  persons  into  the  mysteries  of  the  sublime  degree  of  the  3, 
unless  by  positive  and  express  authority,  nor  till  he  stall  have  first  been 
approved  by  at  least  thirteen  M.  E.  K.'sof  the  local  C.  to  which  he  is  pro- 
posed for  induction,  except  by  express  dispensation  to  that  end  from 
superior  authority.  I  do  further  solemnly  promise  that  I  will  faithfully 
keep  secret  every  counsel  of  the  M.  E.  K.'s,  whether  in  or  out  of  conclave, 
which  may  be  communicated  to  me  to  be  so  preserved,  as  a  secret  of  our 
order,  or  whether  it  shall  pertain  to  the  person  or  att'airs  of  a  brother. 
I  do  further  solemnly  promise  that  I  will  ever  cherish  the  sublime 
creed  of  the  M.  E.  K.,  and,  with  God's  help,  will  in  my  daily  walk  and 
conversation  aim  to  illustrate  all  the  lessons  which  our  order  teaches. 
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All  this  I  do  promise  amid  the  solemnities  of  this  occasion,  while  duly 
impressed  with  a  just  appreciation  of  the  dignity  of  M.  E.  K.  God 
help  me  that  I  fail  not  in  my  truth,  lest  my  name  shall  be  recorded  on 
the  roll  of  infamy.    Amen ! 

INSTALLATION — Ci.  S. 


I, 


,  duly  impressed  with  the  solemnities  of  this  occasion, 

do  promise  that  I  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  of  G.  S. 

of T.,  or  in  any  other  T.  in  which  I  may  be  called  to  preside,  to 

the  best  of  my  ability;  that  I  will  induct  no  one,  nor  authorize  nor  con- 
sent to  the  induction  of  any  one,  into  the  first  degree  of  the  order  until 
be  shall  have  first  received  the  ceremonies  of  the  V.  and  the  lessons  of 
the  A,  B.  K.  G.  ]S\  and  K.  G.  S. ;  that  I  will  faithfully  preserve  and 
keep  all  the  books,  papers,  and  emblems  of  the  T.  which  may  be  com- 
mitted to  my  charge,  and  deliver  the  same  to  my  successor  in  office 
when  he  shall  have  been  duly  installed;  that  I  will  carefully  obey  all 
instructions  to  me  from  the  superior  authority  of  the  order ;  that  1  will 
preserve  inviolate  the  secrets  which  may  be  communicated  to  me  in 
office,  and  make  known  each  and  all  of  such,  and  only  such,  as  I  may  be 
instructed  thereto  by  superior  authority  of  the  order  to  the  brothers  in 
the  T.  1  do  further  promise  that,  with  God's  help,  1  will  so  demean 
myself  in  the  presence  of  our  brotherhood  in  the  T.  and  elsewhere,  and 
in  my  intercourse  with  men,  that  my  daily  walk  and  conversation  shall 
illustrate  the  sacred  principles  of  our  order.    So  help  me  God !    Amen ! 


A.   B. 


I, 


-,  duly  impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  this  occasion. 


do  promise  that  I  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  of  A.  B. 

of T.,  or  of  any  other  T.  in  which  I  may  be  called  to  preside,  to 

the  best  of  my  ability.  I  do  further  promise  that  I  will  propound  the 
solemn  oath  with  which  I  am  charged  to  prove  a  candidate  to  no  one  in 
any  place  except  a  consecrated  T.  of  this  order,  nor  to  any  one  until  I 
shall  have  duly  proved  him  in  the  lessons  of  the  V.  I  do  further 
promise  that,  with  God's  help,  I  will  so  demean  myself  in  office,  in 
presence  of  the  brotherhood,  and  in  my  daily  walk  and  conversation 
that  I  shall  illustrate  the  sacred  principles  of  our  order.  So  help  me 
God !    Amen ! 
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Y. 

Nameit  of  members  of  the  Order  of  American  Knights  within  the  city  and 
county  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  as  far  as  known  to  this  date. 

Charles  L.  Hunt,*  Belgian  consul,  county;  Charles  E.  Dunn,*  51 
Pine  street,  residence  40  Targee;  Eobert  S.  McDonald,*!  attorney  at 
law,  64  Chestnut;  Green  B.  Smith*  (at  Grimsley's),  residence  Poplar, 
between  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth ;  E.  J.  Rae,*  liquor  dealer,  34  Pine, 
residence  Rosatte  street;  E.  Whiting,*  freight  agent,  U.  S.  Express, 
residence  51  North  Eighth;  J.  W.  White  (near  "General Taylor"),  resi 
deuce  Levee,  near  Wash ;  John  Taylor  *  {  (Montgomery  Honse) ;  Alex. 
C.  Durdee,*  37  and  38  South  Levee ;  Edward  Ward,  cigar  store,  68 
Mound ;  Captain  Chapman,  captain  of  Ward  company;  Moses  Rae,* 
stock  dealer,  North  Missouri  Hotel;  S.  D.  Hendel,*!:  drug  store. 
Market  and  Sixth,  residence  Clark  avenue  and  Sixteenth;  Sheridan  C. 
Huutjt  hardware,  70  North  Fifth,  residence  Eleventh  street;  Doctor 

Barrett;* Pollard,  stock  dealer,  near  North  Missouri  House;  J. 

E.  Johnson,*  stock  dealer,  at  Scobee  House;  W.  L.  Carr,*  alias 
Buchanan  Carr,  Benton,  Saint  Louis;  Dr.  John  Shore,*  141  South 
Fifth  street;  La  Fayette  Cruse,*  t|  Montgomery  House;  William  F. 
Hall,  boards  at  Lindell,  store  87  Second  street;  J.  A.  Spore,  32  North 
Fifth;  J.  A.  Good,*  boards  Olive  and  Twelfth;  Benjamin  F.  Boone,* 
boards  Olive  and  Twelfth;  W.  P.  Curtez,  38  Olive,  residence  223 
South  Seventh ;  Arthur  Leitch  and  Gerald  H.  Corleis,*  druggist,  Fifth 

and  Mark,  residence  236  Pine;  Michael  Leonard,  499  Broadway; 

Milligan,  at  Beard  &  Bros.,  Main  street;  Fletcher  McMurray,  Repub- 
lican office,  compositor; Jordan,  said  to  be  tinner;   Peyton 

Lawrence ;t  J.  B.  Hall,  clerk,  274  Broadway;  John  Dunlap,  printer. 

Republican ; Able;  John  D.  Sullivan,  jeweler,  opposite  Planters' 

Hotel;    Murphy,  jeweler,  Olive,  between  Third  and  Fourth 

streets ;  Dr.  J.  W.  Wells,  partner  of  Doctor  Hunter,  office  opposite  Lin- 
dell; R.  Beauvais,*  gunsmith,  93  Main  street;  John  Beauvais;* 

Dow ;  T.  M.  Adams,  boards  Eleventh  and  Howard  streets ; Zelluer,* 

boards  Eleventh  and  Olive; Prince,*  boards  Eleventh  and  Olive; 

John  Sexton ;t  Eobert  M.  Eenick;*  L.  H.  Armstrong;  A.  C.  Barnoudy; 
L.  L,  Ashbrook;!  S.  P.  Ashby;  E.  F.  Jones;  Seaton  B.  Graves,* 
boards  Twelfth  and  Olive;  John  Flournoy,  45^  Olive;  James  M.  Wells,* 
Twelfth  and  Olive;  Fred.  Dyer,  druggist;  Doctor  Bird,  Ninth  and  Bid- 
die;  Charles  Peyton,  engineer  on  ferry-boat  Christie;  W.  J.  P.  Drake,* 

Twelfth  and  Olive; Crawford,  attorney  at  law;  Judge  Huggins; 

Phelps,  of   the  firm  Phelps  &  Crow,  Commercial  alley;  Ben. 

North;  George  W.  Wiley,  No.  5  N.  Commercial  street  (commission 

store),  residence  Illinois,  now  in  New  York  City;  Skell;  

Wymer; Noble,  near  Clayton,  three  miles  from   Rock  Hill; 

Heniy  Harris,  formerly  from  Henry  County;  Demming,  tinner, 

Sixth,  between  Pine  and  Chestnut; Orrick,  Montgomery  House; 

Captain  Goloses,  city  of  Saint  Louis;  M.  C.  Claboorne,  59^  Chestnut 
street;  Frank  Sturla,  Thirteenth  and  Pine;  Andrew  Kirkpatrick; 
Arthur  Kirkpatrick;  George  P.  Taylor. 

Names  of  members  of  the  Order  of  the  American  Knights  within  the  State 
of  Missouri  as  far  as  known  up  to  present  date. 

John  Huston,  Richmond,  Ray  County;  James  G.  Moore, Keytesville, 
Chariton  County;  James  G.  Adkins,  tt  James  L.  Dickson,  E.  P.  Arm- 

*  Arrested.  t  Under  oatL  and  boud.  t  Under  oath. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.       297 

strong,  tj  Liberty,  Clay  County;  William  H.  Howerton,  C.  L.  Fleming, 
Keytesville,  Chariton  County;  Bill  Williams,  Salem  Hubbard,  John  W. 
Gashwalder,  Eenick,  llandolph  County;  Doctor  Callaway,  Dr.  Thomas 
S.  Smith,  tt  Boyd  McCrary,  Fayette,  Howard  County ;  Dr.  William  Jack- 
son, Judge  W.  E.  Heath,  Franklin,  Howard  County;  Doctor  McClen- 
nau.  Providence,  Boone  County;  Doctor  Carr,  Hibernia,  Callaway 
County;  Robert  St.  Clair,  Martin  Clark,  Florida,  Audrain  County; 
Doctor  Thornton,  Henry  County;  Usury  Harris,  Saline  County;  John 

li.  White, Franklin  County; Jones,  Huntington,  Henry  County; 

Captain  PuUiam,  Bill  Meyers,  Lincoln  County;  llobert  M.  George, 
Boouville,  Cooper  County ;  Richard  Burke,  Lawrence  Gaudford,  James 
W.  Hall,  Levy  W.  Robertson,  Thomas  C.  Mitchell,  Otterville,  Cooper 

County;   ,1.  C.  Benson,  Boonville,  Cooper  County;  Gorman, 

Charleston,    Mississippi    County;    Davis,    Palmyra,    Marion 

County;  T.  L.  Brown,  J.  L.  Syphene,  Renick,  Randolph  County; 

Young,  Centralia;  J.  Skinner,  Jouesborough ;  Joseph  Steadnian, 
Glasgow;  A.  Mosely,tt  Audrain  County;  B.  W.  Tallene,  Montgomery 

County;  Pitts,  Howard  County;  James  M.  Burch,  Montgomery 

County;  Isaac  X.  Freeman;  John  Bunch,  Wellsville;  Andrew  Perry; 
Captain  Sharp;  S(]uire  Aubrey;  Doctor  Ferguson,  Jefferson  City,  Cole 
Countj';  JaniesBeck  worth,  Jouesborough  ;MajorHarris,CooperCounty; 
Colonel  Burkhardt,  Callaway  County ;  Dr.  M."  C.  McCamey,  Saint  Cath- 
erines; George  H.Taylor,*  Macon;  David  S.  Whaley,*  William  Curtis, 

Doctors  Howard,*  senior  and  junior, Tuttle, Robinson, 

Fulton,  Callaway  County ;  MarkCondiff,  Washington  Jones,  Henry  Tutt, 
Simeou  Kemper,  Joseph  J.  Able,  B.  Thompson,  Buchanan  County; 
Clinton  Cockerill,  Platte  County;  M.  Poag,  Clay  County;  Joseph  Brad- 
ley, William  Sebrad, Hollingsworth, Smith,  Judge  Thomp- 
son, Platte  County;  Henry  Bane,  Reed  Slackman,  Andrew  County; 
James  Donavan,  Platte  County;  Doctor  Christian,  Renick,  Randolph 
County;  John  Harrison,tt  Howard  County;  Parson  David  Brooks, 
Doctor  Beaumont,  John  Ragsdale,t|  Doctor  Bishop,  Eufus  Maggot, 
William  Downing,^  Cicero  Downing,  Platte  County;  Hiram  Hurst, tj 
William  Phelan,  Thomas  Roberts,  Lieut.  John  Martin,  Charles 
Spencer,  George  Roberts,  Joseph  White,  Buchanan  County;  E. 
Downing,  Platte  County;  Franklin  Spencer,  Thomas  Squires,  Alfred 
Sqnires,Tf  John  Hendricks,  William  Wallingford,tt  George  Roberts, 
Calbert  Brown,  Buchanan  County;  William  Sharp, t|  Eoderick  Sharp, 
John  Lewis,  Erastus  Carter,  Guy  Brown,  Green  Thompson,  first,  John 
Brown,  first,t  J.  Pepper,t|  Luke  West,1t  John  Lykius,  second.  Green 
Hackett,  George  Goldsberry,  George  Gantt,  William  Allen,  James 
Allen,  Platte  County;  John  Gantt,  Tuntz  Miller,  William  Moore,  Rob- 
ert Thomas,  first,  John  Whittington  and  brother,  George  Rector,  Esquire 
Willis,  Buchanan  County;  Samuel  King,  James  Lane,  John  Ross, 
George  Boatwright,  near  line  of  Platte  and  Buchanan  Counties;  C.  E. 
Manhondra,  Marshfield;  Green  Thompson,  second,  Johu  Brown,  sec 
ond,  John  Brown,  third,  Platte  County;  John  Moore,  Robert  Thomas, 
second,  John  Lykins,  first,  Buchanan  County;  George  Phelan,  mail 
carrier,  headquarters,  Fouse,  Buchanan  County;  P.  Riterman,  Major 
Price,  Clay  County ;  Israel  Lands,t|  Buchanan  County;  Colonel  Morse; 
W.  A.  Cunningham,  Saint  Joseph;  Jeff  Jones, tf  Callaway  County; 
William  Douglas,  Price's  army;  Col.  J.  H.  Winston,  Price's  army, 
Platte  County;  Colonel  Bankhead,  Captain  Whitehead,  Price's  army; 
James  H,  Moss,  North  Missouri;  T.  J.  Bracken,  Rushville,  North  Mis- 
souri; John  Daniels,  Camden  Point;  HelmoreHowerson,  Platte  County; 

'  Arrested.  t  Under  oath  and  bond.  t  Tinder  oath. 
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James  Spratt,  Platte  City;  Doctor  Schneider,  Howard  County;  B.  P. 

Holland,  Skinner,  sr.,  Montgomery  County;   William  Elliott, 

Eandolph  County;  Nathan  A.  Fields,  Henry  County;  Doctor  Hamil- 
ton (active),  Colin  Williams  (active),  Renick,  Mo. ;  Mr.  Jacobs  (active), 
merchant;  John  Herrold,  tobacconist;  Newton  Duncan,  Fayette,  How- 
ard County;  Mr.  Douglas,  clerk  for  Jacobs,  Eenick;  Little  James  Har- 
din, four  miles  of  Eenick;  Young  Williams ;  Mr.  Marshal,  wagon  maker, 
Eenick;  Mr.  Marshal,  blacksmith,  Eenick;  Mr.  Wilcoyen,  farmer; 
Joseph  Blackford,  near  Eenick,  farmer;  Squire  Collins, nine  miles  from 
Eenick,  farmer;  Burrell  Hunter,  three  miles  from  Eenick,  farmer;  Mr. 
Overton, proprietor  National  Hotel,  Palmyra ;  James  Overton,  Palmyra; 
Samuel  Anderson,  formerly  of  the  rebel  array ;  Captain  Pratt ;  Mr.  Grant, 
druggist,  Fulton,  Callaway  County ;  Oscar  E.  White,  son  of  John  E. 
White,  Doctor  Wayland,  Merritt  E.  Hughes,  Joseph  Hughes,  Mr.  Lee, 
partner  of  M.  E.  Hughes,  John  Thompson,  Squire  Cox,  E.  H.  Eobinson, 
N.  G.  Elliott,  Franklin,  Howard  County;  O.  Eeavis,  Columbia,  Boone 
County;  Mr.  Carroll,  Mexico,  Audrain  County. 

Karnes  of  members  of  the  Order  of  American  Knights  in  different  locali- 
ties as  far  as  known  to  date. 

B.  B.  Piper,  Judge  Treat,  S.  D.  Staly,  Judge  Eice,  Doctor  Van 
Dusen,  J.  E.  Perkins,  Mr.  Hicks,  sheriff,  J.  S.  Vredenburg,  mayor,  E.  B. 
Herudon,  Springfield,  111.;  L.  D,  Norton,  Lincoln,  HI.;  William  H. 
Eenfro,  Springfield,  HI.;  Mr.  Judd,  Lewistown,  HI.;  G.  W.  Shutt, 
Springfield,  111.;  Doctor  Baxter,  Chicago,  111.;  C.  M.  Morrison,  Spring- 
field, 111.;  D.  Edwards,  E.  T.  Merrick,  Springfield,  111.;  W.  A.  Turney, 
Springfield,  111.;    Doctor  Thornton,   Louisville,    Ky.;    Alex.   Starne, 

Springfield,  111. ;  Grant,  Bardstown  road,  thirteen  miles  from 

Louisville,  Ky.;  J.  C.  McCormick,  Bardstown  road,  near  Grant's,  Ky.; 
John  Schneider,  Joseph  Martin,  306  Main  street,  Louisville,  Ky.;  J.  H. 
Cutler, Sparks,  Main  street,  between  First  and  Second,  Louis- 
ville, Ky. ;  J.  D.  Bondnrant,  C.  C.  Spencer,  Moore,  320  Main 

street,  Louisville,  Ky.;  J.  N.  Willard, Donuell,  309  Green  street, 

Louisville,  Ky.;  Steele,  Westport,  Ky.;  L.  P.  Clover,  Spring- 
field, 111. ;  S.  Dow  Elwood,  J.  H.  Harmon  or  Howard,  Detroit,  Mich. ; 
Dr.  Z.  Anderson,  Carlyle,  111.;  William  M.  Springer,  Springfield, 
111.;  Holly  Hareford,  Lima, 111.;  Virgil  Hickox,  Springfield, 111.;  W.A. 
Bowles,  senior  major-general,  Indiana;  Judge  Bullitt,  grand  councilor 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky;  C.  L.  Vallaudigham,  commander-in-chief, 
Dayton,  Ohio;  Eobert  HoUoway,  department  grand  commander,  Illi- 
nois; N.  H.  Eidgely,  Springfield,  111.;  Doctor  Massey,  grand  secretary 
and  Secretary  of  State,  Ohio;  Doctor  Gatling,  inventor  of  gun  so  called; 
jailer  of  Louisville  jail,  Kentucky;  Lafayette  Develin,  Wayne  County, 

Ind.,  grand  commander  of  the  State  of  Indiana;  Humphreys, 

major-general  for  Indiana;  Milligau,  major-general  for  Indiana; 

Yagel,  major-general  for  Indiana. 

Z. 

May  25, 1864. 
Indisposition  has  been  the  cause  of  not  making  more  frequent  reports 
recently.  To-night  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  lodge  in  Tenth  ward,  at 
Webster  and  Fifth  streets.  Dnrdee  presided.  Ward  as  worthy  senior, 
Weimer,  now  under  bond,  as  secretary.  There  were  about  twenty-five 
present,  none  admitted,  and  several  proposed,  E.  F.  Jones,  S.  P.  Ashby 
among  the  number.    Among  those  present  were  W.  B.  Johnson,  a  stock 
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trader,  Scobee  House;  John  Taylor,  Montgomery  House;  Buck  Carr, 
always  about  Montgomery  House;  Major  Harris,  Cooper  County,  who 
is  grand  worthy  of  that  county;  Colonel  Burkhardt,  Callaway  County. 

Jones  is  grand  councilor  of  Callaway  County.    Ilearned  also  that 

there  is  a  Captain  Head,  just  from  Price's  army,  at  Montgomery  House, 
but  now  sick  there. 

At  tlie  previous  meeting  it  had  been  agreed  that  a  certain  policy 
should  be  pursued  in  organizing  a  company  and  disciplining  it  for 
fighting  purjjoses.  The  plan,  as  developed,  seems  to  have  been  this, 
that  all  tlie  city  lodges  should  enroll  all  its  fighting  members,  who  are 
to  organize  and  select  officers,  by  whom  they  are  secretly  to  be  drilled, 
each  officer  to  take  a  squad.  The  plan  originally  proposed  of  each  ward 
enrolling  its  own  members  and  organizing  a  company  of  the  enrolled 
militia  of  the  State  is  thought  to  be  unsafe,  though  Chapman  has  such 
a  company,  and  several  others  I  am  told  have  been  so  organized. 

It  had  been  made  the  duty  of  Weimer  to  take  down  the  names  of  all 
the  fighting  members  in  a  cipher  of  his  own,  but  to-night  he  begged  off, 
and  said  he  was  under  bond,  and  was  afraid  if  such  cipher  were  found 
on  him  it  would  bring  him  into  trouble.  They  agreed,  therefore,  to  have 
a  meeting  next  Wednesday  evening  at  same  place,  at  which  all  should 
attend,  when  an  organization  should  be  made,  officers  elected,  &c. 

During  the  proceedings,  Johnson  presented  a  communication  in  writ- 
ing from  Charles  L.  Hunt,  the  grand  commander  of  the  State,  which 
was  read.  The  purport  of  it  was  that  he  had  understood  that  he  was 
frequently  mentioned  by  name  by  the  members,  against  a  repetition  of 
which  he  warned  them ;  they  should  designate  him  by  his  title,  lest  his 
name  should  become  public,  and,  before  they  knew  it,  he  and  oth'er 
officers  of  the  grand  council  would  be  in  Gratiot  Street  Prison.  He 
congratulated  the  lodge  on  the  success  which  had  attended  their  organ- 
ization, and  the  bright  prospects  before  them,  lie  said  the  days  of 
Missouri  were  now  brighter  than  ever  for  her  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of 
slavery  now  upon  her. 

Major  Harris  made  a  long  speech,  giving  an  account  of  the  condition 
of  the  interior  of  the  State  and  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  order. 
He  stated  that  the  counties  of  Callaway,  Boone,  Howard,  liandolph, 
Chariton,  and  Cooper,  through  all  of  which  he  had  passed  and  visited 
every  lodge  and  temple,  were  in  a  far  better  condition  than  here.  The 
material  of  the  order  he  thought  was  better;  they  had  more  opportu- 
nity for  consultation  and  organization.  He  said  the  greatest  difficulty 
there  was  for  the  officers  to  keep  the  people  subordinate  until  the 
proper  time  to  strike  arrived.  He  had  also  traveled  through  Illinois 
and  had  found  the  same  difficulty  there.  He  said  they  would  get 
the  proper  notice  in  official  form  from  the  grand  commander  when  the 
time  should  come  for  action,  and  he  advised  all  to  await  that. 

He  spoke  of  General  Price  and  eulogized  him.  He  said  he  was  in 
direct  communication  with  Price,  Marmaduke,  and  the  rebels  in 
Arkansas,  and  he  expected  and  looked  forward  for  a  raid  from  Marma- 
duke, but  they  should  not  act  upon  such  expectation  until  they  had 
the  official  notice  of  it,  which  would  come  to  them  in  due  time. 

The  grand  worthy  senior  (Durdee)  in  a  few  remarks  spoke  of  several 
members  being  lukewarm,  but  said  when  they  would  hear  of  the  suc- 
cess of  our  arms  (meaning  rebel  arms),  which  he  had  no  doubt  they 
would  be,  these  lukewarm  gentlemen  would  fire  u]}  and  become 
zealous. 

The  lodge  at  O'Fallon  and  Broadway,  called  Kichard  Montgomery 
lodge,  meets  next  Saturday.    I  was  told  yesterday  by  Hunt  that  I 
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should  get  two  vouchers,  it  requiring  two,  and  he  would  have  me 
admitted  to  the  second  degree.  Without  that  I  can  get  but  little  infor- 
mation. That  degree  Avould  enable  me  to  know  more  of  the  working 
of  the  order  in  the  State. 

I  see  Hunt  frequently,  stop  in  at  his  office  to  talk  with  hiin,  but  only 
within  the  limits  of  the  first  degree.  Tliey  are  very  particular  about 
admitting  beyond  the  first  degree. 

The  grand  council  of  the  State  meets  once  a  month  and  none  are 
admitted  under  the  second  degree.    1  have  been  unable  to  find  out 
much  about  it.    Those  who  have  tbe  second  and  higlier  degree  couimu 
nicate  nothing  about  the  higher  degrees  to  those  having  only  the  first. 

Major  Harris,  in  his  speech,  spoke  about  the  IJ.  S.  troops  having 
all  been  taken  away  and  that  the  enrolled  militia  would  amount  to 
nothing.  He  looked  upon  a  raid  by  Marmaduke,  therefore,  as  an  easy 
matter.  He  said  200  Southern  men  could  even  now,  so  small  were  the 
garrisons  of  II.  S.  troops  in  ^ortli  Missouri,  take  all  the  troops  from 
the  Mississii)pi  to  the  Kansas  borders.  He  gave  a  detailed  account 
where  the  troops  were  posted  and  the  number  at  each  place;  also  the 
points  of  easy  access  and  passage  where  there  are  none. 

XY. 

Gentryvillk,  Mo.,  Jiine  10,  1864. 
Mr.  Hunt: 

Sir:  I  send  you  a  list  of  names  with  request  of  articles  with  money 

due.    You  will  please  do  the  best  you  can  for  us  and  at  as  early  a 

period.    Let  me  hear  soon.    There  are  many  others  that  would  (and  in 

fact  will  probably)  subscribe,  but  their  livers  are  a  most  too  white,  &c. 

While  I  remain,  yours,  fraternally  and  all  O.  A.  K., 

J.  DAVIS,  G.  S. 
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Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson: 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  l,  1864. 


Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday 
morning,  as  per  instructions,  and  will  continue  to,  and  should  you  fail 
to  receive  one  daily  you  will  note  the  missing  one,  the  subjects  of  the 
one  preceding  and  succeeding  it,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  supply  it. 

I  have  been  most  fortunate  so  far — much  above  my  most  sanguine 
expectations.  This  house  (Merchants'  Hotel)  is  "  all  right."  One  of  the 
proprietors  (Gallagher)  is  from  near  Maysville,  Ky.  He  damns  the 
"blue-bellied  Yankees"  fearfully.  This  house  was  patronized  by  Val- 
landigham  when  here.    It  is  still  rebel  headquarters. 

I  have  formed  considerable  acquaintance  with  transient  men,  prin- 
cipally from  Kentucky— one  (I.  N,  Shepherd)  residing  at  Lexington, 
Ky.,  who  is  a  communicative,  intelligent  rebel,  who  invited  me  to  see 
him  and  pointed  out  to  me  the  proprietor  of  the  Eroadway  Hotel  at  L., 
and  told  me  to  stop  with  him  when  I  first  arrived.  He  represents 
Kentucky  as  depressed  in  feeling,  but  only  lacking  the  watchword  for 
blood  and  revolution— only  needing  a  rallying  point  and  a  leader. 
Negroes  are  quitting  the  plow  and  taking  up  the  musket  by  thousands, 
he  says.  He  and  others  think  McClellan  unpopular  throughout  Ken- 
tucky. They  are  afraid  of  his  policy— saying  he  would  make  a  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  the  war  and  never  recognize  the  Confederacy. 
Fernando  Wood  and  S.  Cox  are  the  favorites.  They  are  gloating  over 
the  prospect  of  division  in  the  Republican  ranks. 

Hon.  Brutus  J.  Clay  (a  gentleman  ft-om  Paris,  Ky.,  tells  me)  went  to 
Washington  a  staunch  Kepublican.  He  owns  about  140  slaves  in  "old 
Bourbon."  This  man  says  Clay  was  assured  he  would  get  old  prices 
for  these  140,  if  the  Government  was  necessitated  to  take  them  with 
other  people's.  This  makes  him  Republican.  He  is  now  at  home  and, 
this  man  says,  tells  his  constituents  that  he  is  now  forthe  South,  heart 
and  hand;  that  Kentucky  has  now  nothing  left  her  but  to  fight;  that  her 
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negroes  are  now  being  basely  taken  from  her  (which  the  Administra- 
tion has  ever  assured  her  should  ever  be  respected),  and  the  next 
demand  would  be  for  her  soil;  that  they  must  fight  before  the  chains 
are  riveted.  If  I  had  some  deeds  for  real  estate  in  Missouri,  or  land 
warrants,  or  both,  which  I  could  always  offer  for  sale  but  never  sell, 
it  would  greatly  assist  me.  I  need  some  kind  of  business.  Can  you 
not  afford  me  some  excuse? 
Eespectfully, 

ED.  F.  HOFFMAN. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  2, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  as  the 
result  of  my  day's  investigation :  I  have  formed  the  acquaintance  of  a 
Mr.  Wiehl,  of  Lexington,  Ky.  I  met  him  yesterday,  having  previously 
seen  him  in  company  with  Shepherd.  He  promises  from  appearances 
to  be  of  much  use  to  me  here,  and  I  shall  therefore  offer  a  synopsis  of 
his  antecedents.  He  was  raised  in  Butler  County,  Iowa,  and  went  to 
Kentucky,  abolition  in  sentiments,  but  soon  found  slavery  a  blessing, 
and  in  the  outset  of  the  rebellion  arrayed  himself  against  his  Govern- 
ment. He  was  taken  prisoner,  and  says  he  has  twice  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  He  is  still  an  uncompromising  blackhearted  traitor,  says 
the  Government  has  ruined  him  in  property,  but  she  can  never  rob  him 
of  his  principles.  With  all  this  seeming  .confidence  in  me  I  think  he 
has  yet  misgivings,  and  until  I  eradicate  it  thoroughly  I  shall  not  gain 
his  profound  secrets.  A  rebel  trusts  you  by  degrees.  The  longer  you 
are  with  him  the  more  suspicions  or  confidential  he  grows.  He  says 
the  Kentucky  rebels  must  know  a  man  before  they  will  confide  in  him ; 
that  detectives  have  been  all  through  Kentucky  and  have  ruined  many 
of  its  best  citizens.  He  says  he  has  heard  hints  in  Lexington  of  this 
secret  organization,  but  thinks  it  does  not  exist  there;  that  he  is  not  a 
member;  says  it  exists  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  in  this  city;  says  the 
Democratic  party  of  Illinois  are  well  armed ;  intimated  to  me  that  there 
is  trouble  brewing  in  Kentucky;  that  there  will  be  fighting  there,  and 
he  wishes  to  remain  near  in  order  to  participate  in  it.  He  pointed  out 
to  me  Colonel  Grigsby,  who  formerly  commanded  in  the  Federal  service 
a  Kentucky  regiment;  says  that  Colonel  Wolford,  commanding  a  Ken- 
tucky regiment  of  Federal  troops,  told  the  rebels  that  his  regiment 
should  shed  every  drop  of  its  blood  in  defense  of  slavery  in  Kentucky. 
This  was  some  time  ago,  but  he  thinks  the  colonel  has  modified  his 
conversation.  This  man  Wiehl  says  there  is  a  negro  man  at  the  Burnet 
House  who  ran  away  from  a  gentleman  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  who  will 
take  $100  for  the  black  man;  says  the  negro  told  him  for  to  buy  him  of 
his  master  and  he  would  refund  him  the  money.  W.  having  told  the 
negro  that  his  master  would  take  nothing  less  than  $300,  he  expects  to 
swindle  the  negro  out  of  $200,  you  see;  told  me  of  an  old  lady  in  Mis- 
souri in  whom  the  Federals  have  the  utmost  confidence,  but  who  cooks 
for  and  secretes  Quantrill's  men.  She  was  in  Kentucky  this  spring,  and 
told  her  rebel  friends  she  must  go  back  to  Missouri,  as  she  loved  tlie 
bushwhackers  better  than  any  other  class  of  men.  She  gives  Quantrill 
most  of  his  information,  and  brags  that  she  has  enabled  him  to  kill 
many  Federal  officers  and  men.  She  resides  probably  in  Buchanan  or 
Platte  County.  I  will  get  her  name. 
liespectluUy, 

E.  F.  H. 
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Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  3, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  U.  S.  Army,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  regret  exceedingly  that  though 
I  wrote  to  you  on  the  31  st  ultimo  for  full  instructions  that  I  have  failed 
so  far  to  receive  any.  Believing,  however,  that  the  true  reason  for  my 
being  here  is  to  keep  in  the  confidence  of  my  fraternal  friends,  gain 
their  plans,  and  keep  you  advised  of  their  movements  and  designs,  I 
have  kept  this  steadily  in  view.  Such  a  thing,  believe  me,  is  far  more 
easily  planned  than  executed.  I  shall  enumerate  a  few  of  the  embar- 
rassments : 

I  enter  the  city  a  perfect  stranger,  not  knowing  a  single  individual, 
friend  nor  foe.  The  great  element  here  is  either  professedly  or  really 
loyal.  City  people  are  cold  and  distant  to  strangers;  they  pass  and 
repass  you  without  seeing  you,  and  hence  fail  to  notice  a  sign  or  hail. 
If  you  approach  one  and  commence  a  conversation  with  him  he  either 
repulses  you,  or  involuntarily  claps  his  hand  on  his  treasure  pocket  and 
bustles  off.  Eebels  are  as  wild  as  mountain  trout.  This  city  is  pretty 
well  supplied  with  detectives,  and  strangers  expect  to  meet  them  at 
hotels  equally  as  certain  as  to  meet  their  host.  Had  I  known  some 
few  rebels,  even  one,  or  where  to  find  them,  ere  this  I  might  have 
gained  the  necessary  information.  Notwithstanding  these  disadvan- 
tages I  have  gained  a  slight  foothold,  and  if  it  does  not  give  way  I 
shall  be  able  to  do  something.  I  beg  yon  to  be  as  patient  with  me  as 
possible.  A  little  hurry  would  spoil  everything.  I  find  much  more 
science  here  among  the  rebels  than  any  place  I  have  yet  been.  For 
instance,  A  wants  to  raise  some  means  for  outfitting  B  for  the  South- 
ern Army;  he  goes  (and  is  known  as  a  legitimate  collector)  to  C  and  says, 
"Here,  C,  I  want  $50  for  charitable  purposes."  C  asks  no  questions, 
but  gives  what  he  can.  This  passes  for  charity.  The  most  dangerous 
rebels  here  are  most  quiet;  they  work  hard  and  say  little. 

Here  is  a  late  trick  now  being  practiced  on  provost-marshals  having 
charge  of  the  draft.  Jones  resides  in  the  First  ward,  where  there  are 
1,000  to  be  drafted.  In  the  Second  ward,  with  the  same  population, 
there  are  about  300  to  be  drawn  for.  Now,  Jones  being  a  man  familiar 
with  probabilities,  goes  to  the  draft  ofBcer  and  says,  "  Zounds,  colonel, 
you  have  made  a  mistake;  I  reside  in  the  Second  ward;  I  have  moved 
from  the  First;  please  transfer  my  name."  The  colonel  complies,  and 
Jones  goes  off  chuckling,  and  says,  "  Ihave  reduced  my  chances  from  ten 
to  three  for  being  drawn."  Anotherdodgeis  to  be  transferred  from  a  ward 
where  the  draft  is  just  going  to  take  place  to  one  where  it  has  already 
taken  place.    This  is  in  full  operation  in  this  city  now. 

I  have  a  plan  in  my  mind  which,  if  executed,  will  prevent  me  from 
writing  to  you  for  a  few  days;  but  I  will,  should  it  occur,  take  up  where 
I  leave  off.    I  have  material  now  for  two  or  three  more  communications. 
Truly  and  respectfully, 

ED.  F.  H N. 

CiN(!iNNATi,  Ohio,  June  4, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  SANDERSON : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant, 
giving  me  additional  instructions,  &c.  The  documents  you  allude  to, 
with  proper  explanation,  have  been  forwarded  by  today's  mail. 

I  presume  you  think  I  am  making  slow  progress.  The  foundation  of 
the  building  is  often  more  troublesome  than  the  superstructure.  My 
motto  is  "Make  haste  slowly."    Short  acquaintance  realizes  but  little. 
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All  rebels  of  any  consequence  are  professedly  loyal  to  strangers.  You 
have  to  cultivate  them  for  their  secrets.  The  difficulty  I  have  labored 
under  here  has  been  that  of  making  the  acquaintance  of  transient  men — 
rebels  from  Kentucky  and  Indiana  who  are  purchasing  goods,  &c. 
Before  I  am  able  to  get  that  which  I  really  need  they  have  gone.  A 
man  here  does  not  introduce  you  to  his  rebel  friends  on  short  acquaint- 
ance, for  he  himself  is  held  responsible  for  you.  Hence,  he  first  proves 
you  himself.  If  lie  doubts  you,  he  cuts  your  acquaintance  or  passes 
you  over  to  some  rebel  critic,  who  at  once  applies  the  acids  to  you. 
Lucky  is  the  man  who  bears  the  tests.  I  am  now  under  the  discipline 
of  acute  examiners. 

All  the  information  I  want  I  can  obtain  here  if  I  gain  their  confi- 
dence, which  seems  slow  in  maturing.  I  have  made  the  acquaintance 
of  Austin  B.  Howard,  of  Indianapolis,  who  is  an  outspoken  rebel.  He 
desired  me  to  call  on  him,  which  I  promised  him  I  would  do.  Our 
interview  was  brief,  and  I  gained  but  little  information.  I  am  not  sure 
that  he  was  not  an  impostor. 

Have  had  interviews  with  Mr.  Mercer,  residing  near  Buddel's  Mills, 
Bourbon  County,  Ky.  It  was  he  who  told  me  of  B.  J.  Clay.  Also  had 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Ellis,  of  Madison  County,  Ky.  Both  these  men 
are  traitors ;  they  talk  guarded  treason.  They  both  intimated  approach- 
ing difficulties  in  Kentucky;  say  she  is  ripe  for  strife.  They  know 
more  than  they  say.  Saw  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  a  banker 
who  Col.  Lew.  Wallace  had  imprisoned  as  a  spy,  though  holding  passes 
from  the  highest  Federal  authority  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  during 
the  Morgan  raid  of  1863.  Wiehl  says  he  is  a  true  rebel.  He  is  quite 
intimate  with  tlie  editors  of  the  Enquirer. 

Wiehl  told  me  of  the  private  route  for  Southern  recruits  from  Lexing- 
ton, Ky.  He  promised  to  put  me  in  the  hands  of  the  conductor  on 
said  route.  He  says  thirty  men  left  L.  only  a  few  nights  since.  You 
avoid  the  highways  entirely,  traveling  through  the  plantations  of  men 
who  are  friendly  and  remain  quiet.  One  conductor  takes  you  to  where 
you  meet  another,  &c. 

A  young  lady  carried  her  lover  in  a  buggy  125  miles  and  put  him  in 
good  hands.    I  was  in  Covington  to-day.    McClellan  is  popular  there. 
Truly  and  respectfully, 

E.  F.  H N. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  8,  1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  U.  S.  Army, 

Provost- Marshal- General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  was  out  of  my  power  to 
report  to  yon  yesterday,  as  I  shall  now  endeavor  to  demonstrate  to  you. 
On  the  7th  I  put  into  execution  an  expedient  which  I  have  had  in  con- 
templation for  some  time.  Its  effects,  so  far  as  under  my  control,  have 
been  beneficial,  and  had  I  not  been  foiled  by  the  military  here  would 
have  yielded  me  all  the  advantages  I  desired. 

Unpretending,  obscure  rebels  have  but  little  influence,  and  hence  are 
not  brought  in  contact  with  the  distinguished  and  best  informed.  My 
aim,  therefore,  has  been  to  do  something  which  would  make  me  notori- 
ous, and  at  the  same  time  increase  the  faith  of  the  rebels  in  me.  My 
intention  was  a  pretended  suicide.  The  state  of  the  times  favored  it, 
and  for  several  days  I  had  represented  myself  to  the  rebels  as  utterly 
discouraged.  To  carry  out  my  intentions  I  purchased  an  ounce  bottle 
of  laudanum,  threw  away  one  half  of  it,  dressed  myself  suitably  for 
death,  left  my  (written)  dying  declaration  on  my  table,  sent  a  nervously 
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written  note  by  the  chambermaid  to  the  proprietor  stating  that  I  was 
very  ill,  feared  I  had  but  few  minutes  more  to  exist,  and  ere  reason  was 
more  clouded  desired  the  services  of  some  Christian  minister  at  my  bed- 
side. You  will  readily  perceive  this  was  but  to  give  the  alarm.  I  knew 
a  doctor  and  not  a  minister  would  come.  Well,  as  anticipated,  in  came 
the  doctor,  with  many  excited  people.  My  appearance  was  that  of  a 
maniac  who  had  swallowed  poison.  Ladies  sbriel^ed,  the  doctor  looked 
sage-like  and  made  a  charge  upon  the  nearest  drug  store.  As  I  had 
then  one-half  ounce  of  laudanum  in  my  stomach,  being  rapidly  absorbed, 
you  can  judge  that  my  appearance  had  a  bona  fide  caste.  I  refused  all 
communication,  and  soon  appeared  insensible.  The  doctor  returned  with 
assistant,  and  after  exhausting  persuasion  forced  an  emetic  down  my 
throat.  My  whole  object  was  to  get  the  subjoined  into  the  Enquirer. 
(This  was  found  on  my  table:) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  7,  18(>4. 
To  THE  Public: 

Ere  this  reaches  you  I  shall  be  sleepiug  in  the  cold  embrace  of  death.  You  wiil 
doubtless  censure  me  and  say,  "  This  man  was  a  murderer."  This  I  deny.  I  main- 
tain that  a  tyrnnt  is  my  murderer.  Madame  Roland  said,  when  uearing  her  execu- 
tion, "O  liberty,  how  many  crimes  are  committed  in  thy  name!"  Cleopatra  pre- 
ferred death  to  slavery.  A  patriot  of  former  years  exclaimed  from  the  deep  recesses 
of  his  noble  heart,  "  Give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death ! "  What  is  life  worth  without 
principle?  What  is  it  worth  without  home,  friends,  and  country?  Nothing  to  me. 
I  do  not  want  to  survive  my  country.  Oh,  Virginia !  Mother  of  States !  and  all  that 
was  great  and  noble!  ou  whose  fair  bosom  I  nurtured!  I  will  die  with  thee!  Yes, 
let  me  sleep  with  the  immortal  Jackson  and  thy  illustrious  sous.  My  country,  I  have 
assisted  thee  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  I  have  watched  thy  struggles  and  prayed 
for  and  wept  over  thee !  Would  I  live  without  thee  ?  Never !  I  am  a  stranger  in  this 
city.  I  request  that  my  remains  be  properly  interred,  and  should  I  ever  have  an  epi- 
taph let  it  be,  "He  would  not  survive  his  country."  Friends,  relatives,  a  lung, 
last  farewell.  And  now,  my  Lord  and  my  God,  I  consign  myself  to  thy  mercy. 
Farewell ! 

EDWARD  F.  HOFFMAN. 

No  one  ever  doubted  such  a  transaction.  Loyal  and  rebel  vied  with 
each  otlier  to  honor  and  assist  me.  I  was  regarded  as  the  last  "lump 
of  linman  virtue."  A  U.  S.  Army  paymaster  (Major  Wilson)  almost 
adored  me.  Amid  a  crowd,  who  should  enter  my  room  but  my  friend 
Wiehl,  who  was  amazed,  yet  shed  tears  over  me.  All  this  was  on  the 
evening  of  the  7th.  I  never  saw  anything  have  a  better  effect.  My 
room  was  the  theater  for  rebel  ladies,  who  showered  upon  me  their 
smiles  and  encouragements.  Out  of  pure  respect  to  me  and  my  condi- 
tion the  letter  1  wanted  published  in  the  Enquirer,  although  it  fell 
into  the  hands  of  a  loyal  party,  was  suppressed.  Of  course,  I  could 
not  urge  such  a  thing,  though  it  was  all  I  desired.  This  troubled  me. 
I  had  risked  my  life  to  accomplish  it— had  left  nothing  undone.  So  far 
all  had  been  a  profound  success.  Feeble  as  1  was  in  mind  and  body  I 
resolved  to  make  one  more  effort. 

It  is  safe  for  a  detective  to  presume  that  Government  ofllcers  are 
loyal.  This  is  the  rule  with  me,  but  there  are  exceptions.  As  I  saw 
nothing  safer  nor  better,  I  resolved  to  ask  for  a  little  assistance  in  car- 
rying out  what  I  had  begun.  As  there  are  no  other  than  Oongiessioual 
district  provost-marshals  here,  I  had  to  apply  to  the  post  commandant. 
This  brought  me  in  contact  with  a  brainless  assistant  adjutant-general. 
He  has  proved  to  be  my  evil  geniusin  this  well-laid  plan,  and  has,  I  fear, 
destroyed  my  present  usefulness  here.  I  regard  it  as  proceeding  more 
from  recklessness,  jealousy,  envy,  toward  you  and  General  Rosecraus 
than  anything  else.  As  soon  as  conducted  to  him  he  demanded  my 
authority  for  being  here.    As  my  authority  contained  my  route  of  travel, 
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I  hesitated  about  showing  it,  believing  that  it  was  impolitic  to  trust 
him  with  more  than  answered  my  purpose.  But  he  demanded  it  and  I 
gave  it.  Then  he  would  only  communicate  with  me  in  writing.  I  must 
write  it  all  out,  he  would  not  see  me  privately,  kept  me  in  front  room 
where  windows  were  all  hoisted,  and  rebels  passing  and  repassing.  I 
remonstrated  and  went  upstairs  and  wrote  what  I  recjuested  him  to 
do.  I  told  him  (in  substance)  that  I  was  here  on  special  duty,  that  in 
order  to  gain  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  rebels  I  had  affected  to  com- 
mit a  suicide  yesterday,  and  had  left  a  communication  which  I  wanted 
published;  told  him  he  was  presumed  to  know  what  had  happened; 
told  him  wliere  I  stopped,  number  of  my  room,  and  when  1  would  be 
in  it.  Requested  him  to  have  me  arrested;  told  him  in  whose  posses- 
sion those  communications  were,  how  to  obtain  them,  and  after  my 
arrest  and  parole  to  the  city  limits,  to  have  the  communication  pub- 
lished in  the  Gazette  or  Commercial,  well  knowing  itAvouldflnditsway 
to  the  Enquirer.  Concluded  by  informing  him  that  I  deemed  this  nec- 
essary in  order  to  carry  out  my  instructions  from  you.  But  the  gentle- 
man was  determined  he  would  know  all  that  was  going  on.  He  refused 
to  grant  me  the  slightest  assistance  unless  I  would  confide  to  him  all 
that  I  was  engaged  in.  I  deemed  this  imprudent  and  declined.  Upon 
this  he  grew  furious.  He  was  in  presence  of  the  colonel  commanding 
(as  I  took  it)  who  said  nothing.  He  said  that  I  was  after  no  good; that 
he  would  have  me  arrested  and  sent  out  of  the  city ;  said  he  was  respon- 
sible for  what  he  did;  that  he  would  do  nothing  on  the  judgment  of  a 
Government  detective  (calling  this  out  loud  enough  to  be  heard  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street).  I  told  him  that  you,  an  officer  of  distinc- 
tion, in  whose  ability  the  Government  had  the  fullest  confidence,  had 
risked  something  on  my  judgment;  that  I  considered  what  he  said  an 
insult  to  you,  and  1  regretted  to  find  him  master  of  so  small  a  fund  of 
military  etiquette.  The  truth  is  he  did  not  contemplate  anycoopera- 
tiou  with  me.  Idle  curiosity  told  him  to  extort  my  business  from  me. 
If  I  had  given  it  he  would  have  still  refused.  As  I  was  leaving  he  fol- 
lowed me  into  the  hall,  and  cried  out  in  a  loud  voice  (purposely  to 
expose  me  as  I  told  him),  "Yes,  you  are  a  Government  detective,  and 
who  are  they  ?"  As  he  said  this,  and  every  one  in  the  house  could  hear 
him,  the  rebel  Grissup,  who  knew  me,  passed  by  and  saw  me,  and  1  have 
no  doubt  heard  what  this  officer  said.  This  man,  I  trust,  will  gain  some 
attention  from  you. 

He  has,  I  fear,  utterly  ruined  my  efficiency  here.  Wiehl  and  Crissup 
are  bosom  companions.  W.  had  an  engagement  with  me  this  evening 
and  he  has  broken  it,  for  the  first  time.  0.  passed  me,  after  he  saw  me 
with  and  heard  this  officer,  without  recognition.  If  I  am  shipwrecked 
here  it  will  be  through  the  envy  and  jealousy  of  this  oilicer.  Colonel, 
it  is  hard  for  me  to  endure  the  insults  and  insolence  of  such  men.  1 
have  no  doubt  I  represent  an  order  of  men  many  of  whom  are  in  bad 
repute.  This  I  cannot  help.  I  am  only  responsible  for  myself.  I  came 
to  you  as  a  man  of  honor  and  integrity.  If  military  law  and  custom  is 
such  as  to  give  the  privilege  to  every  newly  fledged  "assistant  adjutant- 
general"  whom  I  chance  to  meet  to  insinuate  to  me  that  I  am  a  scoundrel 
and  knave  merely  because  a  detective,  I  respectfully  request  to  be 
relieved  from  duty.  I  always  have  and  trust  I  always  can  make  an 
honest  livelihood. 

I  trust  you  will  excuse  the  want  of  system  in  this  report.  It  is  made 
when  I  ought  really  to  be  in  bed.  My  physical  condition  is  yet  critical. 
I  took  so  much  that  it  proved  nearly  fatal.  The  name  of  the  oflflcer  in 
question  is  Andrew  C.  Kemper,  assistant  adjutant-general. 
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As  Crissup,  I  have  no  doubt,  heard  what  this  ofacer  said,  I  doubt 
the  propriety  of  publishing  the  document,  &c.  I  shall  therefore  rest 
for  a  few  hours  and  try  something  new.  I  have  promised  myself  much 
from  this  matter,  and  it  may  yet  result  in  good. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  F.  HOFFMAN. 

GiNOiNNATF,  Ohio,  June  11, 1864. 
[Ool.  J.  P.  Sanderson:] 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  it  is  impracticable  for  me 
to  report  to  you  daily  by  letter.  It  was  out  of  my  power  to  do  any- 
thing on  the  9th  instant  for  I  had  lost,  through  the  imprudence  or 
design  of  the  officer  referred  to  in  my  last,  my  main  support  in  my 
undertaking  here,  namely,  Wiehl  and  Orissup.  The  former  was  inval- 
uable to  me;  he  was  my  index  to  everything;  one  of  those  rare  men 
you  meet  who  knows  everybody  and  who,  if  not  born  to  rule,  was  born 
to  lead.  He  has  been  a  pet  with  the  leading  rebels  in  Kentucky  and 
was  in  the  "mess"  of  the  five  Nashville  clergymen  and  Judge  Foster, 
while  confined  at  Camp  Chase.  I  was  consequently  much  nonplussed 
at  losing  him,  for  I  was  just  beginning  to  use  him  advantageously. 
But  I  was  not  to  be  outdone,  my  cause  and  the  favor  of  Heaven  enabled 
me  to  open  a  new  channel.  The  9th  I  spent  in  devising  new  plans  of 
operation,  and  yesterday  I  was  so  busily  engaged  (near  to  11  p.  m.)  that 
I  could  not  write  to  you.  Except  in  minor  things  and  foreign  matter 
I  have  offered  you  no  report  yet  upon  my  true  mission.  I  have  had 
several  reasons  for  this.  The  primary  one  was  that  I  wished  to  be 
accurate.  To  give  one  opinion  to-day  and  another  one  to-morrow,  or 
the  information  of  one  man  or  a  few  men,  is  not,  I  conceive,  what  you 
sent  me  here  for  to  ascertain.  Truth,  fact,  reliability,  as  I  get  it  from 
all  my  various  interviews,  is  what  I  aim  to  give  you.  As  to  what  is 
transpiring  in  this  city  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  state  fully. 

The  organization  exists  here,  and  fully  one-third  of  the  voters  of  this 
city  are  members.  They  are  armed  pretty  well  and  prepared  for  any 
emergency.  Since  the  Indianapolis  convention  they  do  not  communi- 
cate with  a  stranger  unless  he  has  a  letter  of  Introduction  from  some 
brother  with  whom  they  are  jiersonally  acquainted.  This  is  the  rule 
with  the  leaders,  and  you  may  rely  on  it,  but  my  way  of  operating  is 
to  reach  leaders  through  men  less  sagacious  and  more  flexible.  From 
all  that  I  can  learn  after  repeated  interviews  with  Mr.  Glandon,  Mr. 
Anderson,  Mr.  Bond,  and  Mr.  Martin,  of  Covington,  in  which  1  have 
touched  upon  the  matter  fully,  I  can  inform  you  that  it  is  my  opinion 
there  is  no  such  organization  existing  in  either  Covington  or  Newport. 
These  men  were  the  local  leaders  of  the  K.  G.  C.  They  organized  it  in 
Covington— they  are  all  members  of  it  (K.  G.  C),  They  have  an  abid- 
ing faith  in  me,  and  I  believe  had  no  object  in  deceiving  me.  Such  is 
their  statement,  and  I  further  believe  that  there  are  only  particular 
places  in  Kentucky  where  it  does  exist.  "Wiehl  is  a  member  he  says; 
he  joined  it  outside  Kentucky,  and  says  it  is  but  little  known  yet  in 
Lexington. 

These  Covington  men  seem  to  know  well  the  intentions  of  the  order, 
and  will  soon  organize  in  Covington.  Yesterday  1  visited  Covington 
and  Newport.  I  spent  most  of  the  day  there.  Most  of  the  leading 
rebels  in  both  places,  fearing  the  introduction  of  martial  law  and  labor 
on  the  fortifications,  have  run  away  to  the  Ohio  side.  Much  excite- 
ment prevails  there  in  regard  to  Morgan  (the  Government  is  well  pre- 
pared, you  may  depend  on  that  if  her  officers  are  able).    I  saw  several 
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of  the  rebel  leader's  spies  lu  Covington;  I  say  rebel  leader,  for  it  is 
questionable  to  my  mind  whether  he  is  really  John  Morgan. 

But  to  begin  where  I  left  off  in  my  last  communication.  I  had  then 
lost  my  compass.  Wiehl  had  promised  to  call  on  the  8th  again,  but 
did  not,  nor  have  I  seen  him.  I  would  not  follow  him  for  this  would 
have  made  the  thing  worse.  But  he  had  fully  indorsed  me  to  leading 
men  in  Covington,  and  I  resolved  to  follow  up  my  advantages  there 
before  he  could  see  them.  I  went,  therefore,  yesterday,  and  found  them 
(Glandon,  Bond,  Anderson,  and  Martin)  as  zealous  as  ever,  and  full  of 
faith  in  me.  W.  had  not  seen  them  yet.  I  took  tea  with  Mr.  Glandou, 
who  came  to  this  city  with  me.  He  came  at  my  instance  to  give  me  an 
introduction  to  some  of  the  leading  men  here.  I  gave  him  a  plausible 
reason  for  desiring  their  acquaintance  and  co-operation.  We  could  only 
find  one  of  his  leading  friends  here.  We  met  him  at  the  counting-room 
of  the  Enquirer  ofHce,  the  great  nocturnal  haunt  of  prominent  rebels. 
He  is  a  deep,  sagacious,  old,  long-bearded  rebel,  named  McCormick,  of 
the  firm  of  Steel  &  McCormick,  tobacco  manufacturers,  southwest  cor- 
ner of  Second  and  Vine  streets.  When  introduced  to  a  rebel  by  a 
rebel  you  talk  together  on  general  matters  for  a  few  minutes,  then  if 
you  want  further  acquaintance  or  something  done  for  you,  the  man 
who  introduces  you  takes  the  other  to  himself  and  tells  him  that  you 
are  sound,  &c.,  and  what  you  want.  Now,  Glandon  is  a  good-hearted, 
unsuspecting  man.  McCormick  knows  that,  perhaps.  After  the  intro- 
duction he  took  McC.  aside.  They  talked  twenty  minutes,  l^he  old 
villain  was  not  to  be  caught  easily.  He  had  canvassed  all  ray  ante- 
cedents, as  I  well  knew,  for  at  the  end  of  their  interview  Glandon 
returned  to  me  and  asked  "if  I  had  any  letters  of  introduction  to  men 
here."  1  told  him  1  was  too  prudent  to  carry  such  letters;  that  in 
Missouri  and  Illinois  it  was  only  necessary  to  be  a  member  of  this 
organization  to  find  friends — that  was  recommendation  itself;  told  him 
I  could  give  references.  It  did  not  satisfy  McCormick  yet.  We  are 
to  meet  again  tomorrow.  I  am  spending  to-day  with  Miss  Virginia 
Penny,  of  Meade  County,  Ky.,  who  waited  on  me  in  my  suicide.  She 
is  here  for  no  good.  More  of  her. 
Respectfully, 

E.  F.  H. 

(Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  12^  1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  U.  S.  Army,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  great  topic  of  conversation, 
the  only  absorbing  idea,  here  to-day  is  Buckner,  Morgan,  and  Forrest. 
The  former  two  may  be  in  Kentucky,  but  I  doubt  as  to  the  latter.  The 
rebels  are  well  advised,  and  say  they  know  nothing  as  to  Forrest. 

When  at  Louisville,- Ky.,  in  the  early  part  of  May  last,  I  particularly 
alluded  to  the  great  disaflectiou  in  Kentucky.  Told  you  she  was  ripe 
for  revolution ;  that  ere  autumn,  unless  prevented,  she  would  declare  for 
the  Confederacy.  Again,  since  I  came  here,  I  wrote  you  of  the  approach 
of  Morgan,  and  informed  you,  in  the  language  of  Brutus  J.  Clay,  that 
all  Kentucky  required  for  revolution  was  a  leader  and  a  rallying  point. 
To-day  the  indications  are  that  she  is  on  the  eve  of,  if  not  absolutely 
engaged  in,  pretty  general  revolution.  From  present  advices  I  think 
a  considerable  force — say  5,000  men — should  be  held  here.  The  rebels 
brag  and  say  this  point  is  Morgan's  object. 

If  I  deem  it  absolutely  necessary  I  will  (though  imprudent)  telegraph 
to  you  this  evening.  I  would  give  the  commandant  here  the  informa- 
tion I  have,  but  for  reasons  previously  assigned. 
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But  as  to  more  pertinent  matters.  In  my  last  I  alluded  to  Miss  Vir- 
ginia Penny,  of  Meade  County,  Ky,,  whose  post-office  address  is  Leav- 
enworth, Ind.  Her  mother  resides  there.  She  has  a  brother  in  the  rebel 
army.  When  I  was  supposed  to  have  committed  suicide  and  was  quite 
indisposed  tliis  lady  (us  a  rebel)  undertook  the  task  of  waiting  upon  me 
at  my  bedside.  She  is  a  woman  of  iine  education  and  accomplished 
manners.  Slie  was  educated  at  Steubeuville,  Ohio;  is  the  authoress  of 
a  very  creditable  work  on  the  "capacity  of  woman ;"  has  traveled  much 
North  and  South;  is  in  the  confidence  of  the  leading  rebels  of  thisi>lace 
and  through(mt  Kentucky;  offered  me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  l>ev. 
Mr.  Worse,  of  Covington,  Ky.,  who  is  a  leading  rebel  there,  and  I 
think  she  is  engaged  in  carrying  contraband  articles,  mails,  &c.,  tluough 
the  lines  or  to  the  rebels.  She  lias  much  baggage  and  she  says  she  will 
leave  for  home  this  week.  You  had  better  have  ber  intercepted  at  some 
point  below  here.  She  may  leave  the  river  at  Louisville.  She  is  one 
of  those  deep,  dark  women  who  can  be  confidential  witliout  leading 
you  into  her  profound  secrets.  She  is  very  adroit  and  i)rofesses  great 
piety. 

Glandon,  my  man  from  Covington,  came  up  to  time  ])romptly  this 
morning.  We  went  to  visit  McCormick,  who,  after  Glandon  again 
conversed  with  him  privately,  assumed  a  spirit  of  candor  toward  me. 
He  has  recently  been  in  Missouri.  He  has  son-in-law  named  Sleesh, 
residing  near  Lexington,  Mo.  Says:  While  in  Missouri,  near  Sleesh's, 
the  passengers  in  the  stage  were  all  robbed  but  him,  and  that  he  had 
$5,000  in  his  pocket.  Itobbers  knew  his  sonin-law.  I  am  to  see 
McCormick  again  to-morrow.    Glandon  says  M.  will  "  show  me  round." 

1  learn  the  organization  is  60,000  strong  in  New  York  City  alone.  I 
think  1  shall  leave  here  for  Hamilton  and  Dayton  Wednesday  next. 
You  are  aware  1  cannot  visit  Lexington,  Ky. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  H. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Jime  13, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson  : 

SiK:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  as  the  result  of  my  day's  investi- 
gation, &c.,  the  following:  It  is  now  5  p.  m.;  I  have  been  closeted 
with  McCormick  for  the  past  two  hours.  His  manufactory  is  (not  as 
previously  stated,  but)  just  in  the  rear  of  the  Spencer  House.  He  is 
hard  to  fathom;  his  faith  has  increased  in  me  but  still  he  is  reserved. 
I  ciin  only  rely  partially  on  his  statements.  He  says  there  is  martial 
law  in  Saint  Louis,  and  all  citizens  and  soldiers  compelled  to  work  on 
the  fortifications.  He  got  this  from  one  who  just  reached  here  from 
there.  He  says  the  "Union  League"  met  here  yesterday  (Sunday)  for 
the  pnr]>ose  of  suppressing  the  Enquirer.  Said  he,  "If  they  attempt 
it  they  will  get  their  foot  in  it;"  and  again,  "if  it  were  destroyed  at 
least  two  others  in  this  city  would  share  same  fate."  He  professes  not 
to  belong  to  this  secret  organization ;  says  his  impression  is  that  it  has 
not  existed  here  long,  and  that  it  is  not  generally  established  yet;  says 
a  man  who  seemed  sound  to  him,  and  who  hailed  from  Illinois,  and  is 
now  in  Kentucky,  staid  in  this  city  for  four  weeks,  endeavoring  to 
gain  access  to  this  society,  but  never  succeeded.  Says  one  of  his  friends 
spoke  to  him  about  organizing  the  Democratic  party  secretly,  but  he 
had  not  yet  joined,  and  cannot  tell  me  yet  who  is  a  single  member.  I 
told  him  1  wanted  to  get  acquainted  with  some  of  the  members,  as  on 
testing  me  thev  would  know  that  I  was  genuine,  which  would  enable 
me  to  carry  out  certain  treasonable  things  which  I  detailed  to  him,  and 
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which  I  make  my  primary  object  in  being  here.  He  is  to  see  me  again 
to-morrow  morning,  and  in  the  intermediate  time  endeavor  to  And  me 
some  of  my  fraternal  friends.  The  old  fox  is  only  trying  me  when  he  says 
the  "  Union  League"  met  yesterday  about  tearing  down  the  Enquirer 
ofifice,  and  "they  would  get  their  foot  in  it  if  they  did;"  in  the  next 
breath  he  says  "he  does  not  now  know  one  man  in  the  organization ;"  of 
course,  I  cannot  rely  on  what  he  says.  From  all  the  hints  and  innuen- 
does of  the  rebels  as  they  drop  them  to  me,  they  expect  revolution  through 
the  North  in  less  than  two  months.  This  same  time  they  all  concur  in. 
It  seems  to  come  from  Illinois  and  New  York  City.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain, they  either  feed  one  another  on  falsehood,  or  tlie  Government 
needs  more  contingent  force  through  the  Border  and  Middle  States. 
I  only  give  yon  this  as  I  get  it;  I  cannot  tell  yet  what  estimate  to  j)ut 
on  it. 

I  stumbled  over  Wiehl  to-day.  He  looked  as  wild  as  a  deer  at  first; 
said  he  had  been  sick  and  confined  to  his  room.  He  has  gone  to  board 
with  Crissup  at  (I  believe)  104  Broadway,  next  building  to  post  head- 
quarters, where  Orissup  saw  me.  I  told  him  I  had  been  arrested,  but 
released,  as  the  officer  and  others  thought  I  was  insane;  that  Orissup 
heard  the  officer  endeavoring  to  frighten  me  by  saying,  "  I  will  put  my 
Government  detectives  after  you,  sir."  He  promised  to  see  me  this 
evening,  but  Ifear  I  shall  never  have  his  full  confidence  as  1  once  had. 

I  have  not  time  to  develop  Miss  Penny.  She  is  too  old  to  be  impul- 
sive and  has  too  clear  a  head  to  confide  where  there  is  no  object  to  be 
gained.  She  is  to  leave  here  to-morrow.  I  am  well  convinced  she  is 
here  carrying  ott"  percnssiou  caps,  letters,  information,  &c.  She  was 
here  about  two  months  since.  She  wonders  why  I  remain  here  so  long; 
advised  with  me  as  a  rebel.  Still,  I  may  mistake  her  true  object.  The 
subjoined  is  private,  but  was  written  by  her,  and  it  may  be  needed 
some  time,  and  that  is  the  only  reason  why  I  am  willing  to  give  it. 

If  you  could  find  out  some  parties  in  Detroit  whom  Page,  McDonald, 
Green  B.  Smith,  or  others  know,  and  send  me  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  them  in  their  names  at  Dayton,  I  think  it  would  aid  me  much. 
Please  attend  to  this  immediately.  It  acts  like  a  charm  to  hand  a 
letter  to  a  rebel  from  a  rebel  saying  (in  substance)  you  are  a  rebel. 
They  expect  it.  It  is  the  custom.  If  I  were  to  tell  you  where  I  think  a 
man  can  find  out  more  than  at  any  other  point  I  would  name  Spring- 
field, 111.,  and  Chicago.  Illinois,  believe  me,  is  the  great  focus  of  this 
organization.  I  desire  to  return  from  Detroit  by  way  of  those  two 
points. 

I  am  not  sure  but  what  I  am  spending  too  much  time  at  this  point, 
all  things  considered.  I  want  to  be  thorough  and  accurate  and  suc- 
cessful. Of  the  latter,  just  at  present,  I  am  not  confident.  I  am  com- 
peting against  the  finer  talents  of  the  whole  nation.  They  are  shrewd, 
suspicious,  vigilant,  discriminating,  and  if  once  deceived  are  ruined, 
and  that  forever.  Who  would  think  of  deceiving  such  adepts?  But 
we  will  see.  Haste  is  failure.  I  cannot  reach  Saint  Louis  before  1st 
of  July. 

Truly  and  respectfully, 

E.  F.  H. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  id,  1864. 
Ool.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  U.  S.  Army,  Saint  Lotiis,  Mo.: 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  communicate  to  yon  that  every  day's  infor- 
mation more  and  more  impresses  me  with  the  conviction  that  the  Ciov- 
ernnient  should  ])repare  for  the  storm  that  is  gathering,  and  soon,  if  not 
averted  (by  ample  preparation),  to  burst  forth. 
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Last  night,  after  liaviug  written  to  you,  I  had  a  long  interview  with 
my  old  friend  Wiehl.  He  introduced  me  to  two  rebels  of  some  note 
here;  one  of  them,  Samuel  Thomas,  the  other  Manson  (formerly  U.  S. 
marshal  of  this  district).  Thomas  is  now  on  trial  before  military  com- 
mission. They  report  the  rebel  plan  of  campaign  in  Kentucky  to  be 
about  this:  Morgan  is  now  only  amusing  Burbridge— killing  time,  and 
retreating  and  maneuvering,  convincing  the  Federal  authorities  that 
U.  has  ample  force.  "While  this  is  consuming  time,  Buckner  is  to  enter 
the  State  at  another  (and  unexpected)  point  with  not  less  than  10,000 
men.  Ere  this,  or  at  this  time,  Burbridge  is  to  be  "done  for."  They 
then  expect  Kentucky  will  gain  unbounded  confidence  in  their  ability 
to  protect  her  neglected  interests  and  yield  them  great  re  enforcements. 
The  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  and  others,  if  not  used  or  held, 
are  to  be  destroyed.  Cincinnati  is  to  receive  due  attention,  but  the 
stand  for  the  grand  contest  for  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  is  to  be  made 
in  Central  Kentucky.  Forrest  is  to  look  after  Western  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee.  No  supplies  are  to  reach  Sherman  by  this  route.  This  is 
only  a  tolerable  synopsis  of  what  I  heard.  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio 
are  sending  In  aid  in  men  to  assist  in  this  plot.  Kentucky  is  rallying  to 
the  rescue  in  this,  Morgan  (if  it  is  M.)  has  now  captured  quite  3,000 
stand  of  arms. 

I  have  just  had  a  long  interview  with  McCormick.  He  says  now  is 
the  time  for  the  border  States  to  co-operate  with  Kentucky;  that  Ken- 
tucky has  sent  word  that  she  wants  to  do  her  own  fighting  for  a  while 
in  order  that  the  Government  may  make  but  little  preparation.  Ken- 
tucky, he  says,  says  "  rise  in  your  own  States,  as  we  are  doing,  and  help 
us  by  drawing  the  enemy  into  your  own  States."  McCormick  gave  no 
authority  for  his  assertion,  but  says  he  thinks  such  will  be  the  immedi- 
ate result.  He  knows  all  about  it,  in  my  opinion.  He  seemed  confi- 
dential. I  am  to  meet  him  in  front  of  the  Enquirer  office  to-night,  where 
he  said  he  would  be  from  8  to  12  p.  m.  (Exciting  times  surely  with 
him.)  Eely  on  it,  there  is  need  of  preparation.  They  confide  in  me 
enough  to  warrant  this.    I  think  I  will  get  more  information  still. 

Miss  Virginia  Penny  left  here  to-day  on  the  U.  S.  mail  packet  for  her 
home — professedly.  She  should  be  looked  after.  She  is  of  medium  size, 
dresses  finely  but  plainly ;  has  the  complexion  of  a  brunette ;  eyes  dark, 
as  well  as  hair,  and  would  be  taken  for  a  married  lady;  age,  not  less 
than  thirty;  is  of  fine  address,  and  makes  use  of  chaste,  elegant  lan- 
guage. She  said  a  Missourian,  named  Rankin,  is  stopping  in  her  moth- 
er's family.  My  impression  is  he  co  operates  with  her  on  her  arrival  at 
home.  She  is  familiar  with  Missouri;  lived  once  at  Fulton,  Mo.;  has 
visited  Alton  not  long  since. 

I  attended  the  famous  circus  of  Robinson  & to  day.    In  the 

most  exciting  portion  of  the  equestrian  performance,  Mr.  Robinson  was 
thrown  from  his  horse.  Said  the  clown  (a  red,  white,  and  red  man) : 
"Why  is  Mr.  Robinson  like  General  McClellan?  Because,  although  he 
has  lost  his  position  he  has  not  lost  his  reputation."  The  "  butternuts" 
clapped  their  hands,  and  the  pavilion  resounded  from  the  hearty 
applause  of  hundreds.  They  were  on  hand  in  much  force.  The  ladies 
here  costume  themselves  in  rebel  colors.  Hundreds  of  the  red, 
white,  and  red  summer  shawls  can  be  met  on  the  streets  any  fair  even- 
ing. Tliey  are  known  to  one  another  by  this.  Rebel  boys  and  men  are 
known  by  white  shirt  and  red  necktie.  Then  there  is  the  "butternut" 
cassimere,  much  in  vogue  among  fashionable  dandy  rebels.  Besides, 
they  have  their  own  street  cars,  saloons,  &c.  One  of  these  cars  is 
worthy  of  attention.  It  is  in  imitation  of  a  pleasure  boat — open,  with- 
out windows.    It  has  the  red-white-and-red  in  profusion.     It  is  named 
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in  conspicuous  style,  "Little  Mack."  It  is  a  great  pet.  One  of  their 
saloons  is  kept  on  Broadway,  by  John  Pahls,  near  the  Spencer  House. 
When  I  say  the  information  warrants  preparation,  I  use  this  because 
it  comes  in  such  fragments,  hints,  winks,  blinks,  insinuations,  &c.,  that 
I  know  not  how  to  connect  or  describe  it.  It  is  well  understood  by 
me  that  there  is  a  storm  iu  the  horizon.  That  is  all  I  have  yet  been 
able  to  make  out  of  it.  I  may  not  be  able  to  leave  here  on  the  15th  as 
1  expected.  Please  attend  to  those  letters.  Send  them  to  Dayton. 
Very  truly,  and  respectfully, 

E.  F.  H. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  16, 1804. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  was  out  of  my  power  to 
report  to  you  yesterday.  I  had  an  interview  with  McCormick  and 
others  in  the  morning,  but  they  were  too  much  engaged  in  their  busi- 
ness to  give  me  the  information  I  was  seeking.  In  the  afternoon  I 
went  by  previous  arrangement  to  Spring  Grove  with  some  rebel  ladies. 
In  the  evening  and  until  midnight  I  was  at  the  Enquirer  office  with 
McCormick  and  his  "pals." 

Well,  the  plot  begins  to  deepen  and  assume  a  more  defiant  aspect. 
The  star  in  the  East  is  rising.  The  rebels  were  aglow  last  niglit.  You 
should  have  seen  their  greetings,  their  swaggerings,  and  vauutings  at 
the  "lick"  last  evening.  The  reappearance  of  the  Messiah  will  not 
give  more  applause  or  satisfaction.  But  few,  I  am  confident,  were  iu 
the  secret  (of  his  returning).  Some  thought  lie  had  permission  from 
tlie  authorities,  but  this  dissipated  on  the  hearing  of  his  (Val.'s) 
speech  delivered  at  Hamilton,  Ohio,  yesterday. 

McCormick  is  "hand  and  glove"  with  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
Enquirer,  and  told  me  that  the  said  editor  had  gone  yesterday  to 
Hamilton  to  meet  Val.  and  have  a  conference  with  him,  which  he  had, 
and  returned  to  this  city  yesterday  evening.  This  editor  told  McC. 
that  only  three  men  in  Hamilton  knew  of  his  coming  previous  to  his 
arrival.  The  impression  of  this  editor  was  that  V.  would  not  be 
molested  by  the  authorities. 

I  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  vicious,  infiuential  old  rebel, 
always  at  the  "lick,"  and  who  is  known  as  Major  Mason.  Said  he:  "I 
am  an  old  man  and  an  old  soldier.  V.  got  186,000  votes  iu  this  State. 
His  friends  sacrificed  him  once  by  inaction.  He  has  trusted  himself  to 
us  again.  I  know  many  (formerly)  military  men — true  soldiers — who 
think  as  I  do.  It  is  safe  to  count  on  100,000  out  of  186,000  men. 
Should  this  man  be  again  disturbed  1  and  other  military  men  will 
head  this  100,000  and  see  what  the  Administration  can  do  in  Ohio." 
This  is  not  literal,  but  it  is  the  exact  substance.  Hundreds  came  and 
went.  I  did  not  hear  a  man  express  himself  in  relation  to  his  rearrest 
but  what  believed  there  would  be,  and  advocated,  armed  resistance. 
Some  croakers  did  not  believe  his  friends  would  come  to  the  scratch. 
These  were  few,  and  were  not  well  received.  One  fellow,  quite  a  theo- 
rist in  politics,  believed  it  was  a  trick  of  Lincoln  to  divide  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Said:  "You  know  there  are  two  wings  in  our  party — 
war  and  peace  Democrats.  Val.  is  a  peace  Democrat,  and  will  canvass 
the  State  iu  advocating  his  principles.  This  will  divide  us,  and  hence 
L.  has  acquiesced  in  his  return,  thereby  to  benefit  himself." 

Nearly  opposite  the  Enquirer  office  they  pointed  out  to  me  his  room, 
or  the  window  of  it,  wliich  he  occupied  when  here.  It  was  dark,  while 
all  around  it  were  illuminated.  How  they  wished  he  were  there  then. 
They  expect  him  here  iu  a  few  days,  they  say. 
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Wliile  thousauds  acquiesce  in  aud  will  heartily  co-operate  with  the 
actions  of  this  secret  order  I  am  convinced  of  one  thing — that  it  is  in  its 
infancy  here  yet;  forming  and  growing.  Wliile  I  see  the  "hails"  given, 
and  I  use  them  myself  every  day,  yet  they  are  used  by  few,  and  when 
given,  seem  to  end  there.  They  are  not  followed  up,  which  indicates 
suspicion  or  wajit  of  zeal,  or  perhaps  misinterpretation.  For  some 
reason  unknown  to  me  precisely,  they  all  require  introduction,  verbally 
or  in  writing.  Only  such  men  as  have  never  wavered  are  admitted  as 
members.  McCormick  thinks  they  are  organizing  rapidly,  but  only 
recently.  You  will  perceive  from  V.'s  yesterday's  speech  that  he  is, 
in  effect,  advertising  for  members  to  this  organization.  He  courts  it, 
and  wants  greater  numbers.  But  all  who  have  been  in  it  heretofore, 
who  are  sound,  are  to  go  in,  and  stick  to  him  as  a  brother.  This  is 
their  hope  and  plan.  If  left  unmolested,  he  is  to  build  up  and  give 
vitality  to  the  order;  if  disturbed,  it  and  its  outside  friends  are  to 
resist  it,  even  to  death  itself  This  is  a  synopsis  of  all  I  heard.  The 
cross-firing  is  not  mine,  but  comes  from  giving  statements  of  various 
individuals.  You  will  often  see  this  in  my  communications.  1  endeavor 
to  give  you  all  that  is  said  and  let  you  make  your  own  deductions. 
Doubtless  I  often  change  my  views,  and  this  is  but  the  result  of  more 
extended  information. 

The  rebels  who  flock  to  the  Enquirer  office  at  night  are  feasted  with 
all  the  important  military  telegraphic  dispatches,  and  those  of  a  secret 
character  are  given  out,  but  not  printed.  Now,  how  can  they  obtain 
such?  Certainly,  not  legitimately.  I  heartily  believe  that  they  have  a 
subterranean  or  concealed  connection  with  the  wires,  and  steal  thereby 
all  important  dispatches.  This  could  be  done,  has  been  done,  and  I 
believe  is  being  done  in  this  city  or  vicinity ;  and  I  think  minute  search 
of  the  telegraph  poles,  &c.,  would  show  it.  They  know  all  going  on. 
I  wish  I  were  in  Dayton  to  day,  but  doubt  the  expediency.  They  are 
expecting  just  now  such  men  as  1.  Better  ferment  a  little  yet.  1  will 
surely  leave  here  to-morrow. 
Truly  and  respectfully, 

E.  F.  H. 

ZZZ. 

Letter  from  Capt.  J.  B.  Devoc,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Neav  York,  May  31, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  U.  S.  Army, 

Vrovost-Marshnl-Oeneral  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 
My  Dear  General:  I  wrote  you  last  Wednesday  and  sent  by 
special  messenger,  to  which  I  have  as  yet  received  no  reply.  Since  I 
have  written  I  think  I  have  the  thread  in  my  hand  which  will  open  up 
to  me  the  order  you  wrote  me  about  on  19th  instant,  although  it  is  not 
known  here  by  the  cognomen  you  gave  jue.  It  may  or  may  not  be  the 
same;  but  that  the  organization  is  a  very  dangerous  one  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Government  you  will  readily  perceive  from  the  following 
copy  of  a  circular  issued  by  their  head  last  March  and  secretly  dis- 
tributed only  to  the  "  faithful : " 

March,  1864. 
Dear  Sir:  "The  McCloUan  Minnte  Guard,"  now  having  over  a  million  of  voters 
enrolled,  is  to  be  extended  throughout  the   United  States,  apd  tlic  formation  of 
companies  is  authorized  in  every  elective  district  or  precinct. 

The  object  of  this  organization  is  to  be  prepared  to  take  part  in  public  deuion- 
atrations  for  political  piirposes. 


314  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

AH  who  are  in  favor  of  the  election  of  General  George  B.  MeClellan  to  the  Presi- 
dency, together  with  a  suitable  candidate,  for  Vice-President,  can  become  members 
of  the  "minute  guard"  by  enrolling  their  names  upon  the  records  of  any  company 
within  the  election  district  or  precinct  in  which  he  resides.  A  company  may  con- 
sist of  any  number  of  members  who  shall  duly  organize  and  elect  a  captain,  first 
and  second  lieutenant,  secretary  and  treasurer,  with  such  other  officers  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  and  report  their  organization  to  the  State  commander  and  to  the 
national  secretary. 

When  companies  to  the  number  of  not  less  than  ten  are  formed  in  one  or  more 
contiguous  counties,  they  are  entitled  to  elect  a  brigadier  (provided  that  no  county 
shall  have  more  than  one  sucli  oiificer)  to  supervise  tlie  companies  within  such  county 
or  counties,  make  reports  to  the  State  commander,  and  promulgate  his  orders. 

Commanders  in  the  several  States  confer  together  at  such  stated  periods  and  for 
such  purposes  as  are  made  known  by  the  national  secretary,  iu  pursuance  of  orders 
from  the  commander-in-chief. 

They  also  at  such  times  as  they  deem  advisable  call  together  officers  of  companies 
and  delegates  in  their  respective  States  for  consultation  .and  action,  and  the  orders 
of  the  State  commanders,  through  their  staff  or  secretaries,  are  to  be  obeyed. 

To  obt.aiu  full  details' and  regulations  address  the  national  secretary,  Dr.  K.  P. 
Stevens,  New  York,  who  furnishes  instructions  to  proper  authorities,  and  communi- 
cates with  parties  duly  vouched  for  by  officers  of  an  active  company. 

This,  my  dear  general,  is  the  conclusion  of  that  most  delectable  doc- 
ument. The  interpretation  of  its  meaning  I  need  not  suggest  to  you. 
The  "full  details  and  regulations"  referred  to  in  the  circular  I  am  now 
making  ettorts  to  procure. 

The  affair  must  be  managed  with  the  utmost  nicety,  and  may  take  a 
little  time,  but  I  hope  to  succeed.  I  shall  endeavor  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  body  and  one  of  its  officers  as  high  iu  rank  as  I  can  attain. 
Before  I  do  this  I  will  await  instructions,  &c.,  from  yourself  and  General 
Eosecrans.  I  have  seen,  thougk  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain,  the 
badge  given  to  members  of  the  order,  for  what  purpose  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  discover.  It  is  not  intended  to  be  worn,  and  is  not  to  be 
procured  except  from  the  authorities  of  the  association.  It  is  manufac- 
tured in  Europe  of  silk,  about  three  inches  and  a  half  in  length  and 
about  one  inch  and  a  half  in  width.  One-half  of  the  width  is  a  field  of 
blue,  containing  eight  or  ten  white  stars,  and  over  some  of  them  is  fas- 
tened the  medallion  likeness  of  McClellau.  One-fourth  is  white  and 
one-fourth  is  red;  the  stripes  run  lengthwise  of  tlie  badge.  Accom- 
panying this  is  also  a  photograph  of  MeClellan.  The  colors  and  the 
stars  are  woven  in  and  not  stamped,  and  the  libbon  is  of  tliat  peculiar 
thick,  ribby  character  used  to  suspend  decorations  of  orders  by  for- 
eigners from  their  coats.  This  is  all  the  information  I  have  been  able 
to  procure  as  yet.    I  hope  soon  to  know  more. 

As  to  the  Abbe  McM.  I  have  not  been  able  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion 
sufficient  to  enable  me  to  give  an  opinion.  He  has  sufficient  venom  in 
his  character  to  be  leady  to  be  an  instrument  of  any  kind  to  wreak 
vengeance  upon  our  Government  and  its  institutions;  but  his  capacity 
is  doubted  by  those  who  have  known  him  for  many  years.  As  to  him 
I  will  write  more  fully  after  I  have  your  acknowledgment  of  this. 

Now,  general,  write  me  fully  as  to  the  information  you  have  and 
whether  you  desire  me  to  pursue  the  investigation  of  the  "  minute 
guard"  any  further;  also,  let  me  know  how  you  like  the  men  I  sent  you. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  Provost-Maeshal-General, 

Saint  Louis,  June  S3,  1864. 
[General  W.  S.  Rosecrans  :  ] 

General  :  Since  preparing  the  foregoing  report  events  have  tran- 
spired and  many  circumstances  come  to  my  knowledge,  having  a  bear- 
ing upon  the  subject  to  which  it  refers,  that  seeiu  to  make  it  incumbent 
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upon  me  in  further  corroboration  of  the  facts  disclosed,  or  alleged  then, 
to  refer  to  some  of  them.  Since  then  I  Lave,  for  reasons  well  known  to 
yourself,  and  not  necessary  here  to  report,  caused  the  arrest  and  con- 
finement of  Charles  L.  Hunt,  the  grand  commander  of  the  Order  of 
American  Knights  in  this  State. 

In  pursuance  of  the  usual  custom  in  all  cases  of  arrest  he  has  been 
afforded  the  opportunity  of  making  a  personal  statement,  under  oath, 
of  his  conduct  in  relation  to  the  existing  rebellion.  His  examination 
was  made  under  oath,  reduced  to  writing,  and  a  copy  of  it  will  be 
found  annexed,  marked  ZZZZ. 

By  reference  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Hunt  it  will  be  found  that, 
though  like  all  the  rest  of  this  order  he  utterly  ignores  all  knowledge 
of  it,  he  yet  affords  overwhelming  proof  of  its  existence  by  even  his 
own  carefully  guarded  statement.  He  fully  admits,  as  stated  by  myself 
in  the  foregoing  report,  and  acknowledges  to  have  been  at  Windsor,  in 
Canada,  in  April  last;  that  he  went  there  in  company  with  another, 
whose  name  he  declines  to  give;  that  while  there  he  was  in  consulta- 
tion with  Mr.  Vallandigham,  and  others  whose  names  he  declined  to 
give.  He  acknowledges,  also,  that  Mr.  Vallandigham  then  made 
known  to  himself,  and  to  those  with  him,  his  determination  to  return 
to  the  United  States  in  defiance  of  the  public  authorities,  and  that 
his  mode  of  accomplishing  this  object  then  was  to  come  by  way  of 
Chicago,  and  there  attend  the  National  Democratic  Convention.  He 
acknowledges,  furthermore,  that  the  organization  and  establishment  of 
the  peace  branch  of  the  Democratic  party  was  the  object  of  the  con- 
vocation, and  the  subject  of  consultation  and  action. 

Mr.  Hunt,  in  the  statement  referred  to,  also  makes  the  free  and  full 
confession  of  his  knowledge  of  and  acquaintance  with  the  man  named 
Douglas,  now  in  confinement  in  Gratiot  Street  Military  Prison,  who 
was  a  few  weeks  since  himself  arrested  for  various  treasonable  prac- 
tices. Though  he  disclaims,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  experience 
of  the  conduct  of  all  the  rest,  who,  under  oath,  having  knowledge  of 
the  order  known  as  the  "  Corps  de  Belgique,"  he  yet  affords  the  power- 
ful proof  that  Douglas  was  on  a  land-locating  tour  through  the  State 
during  the  winter,  without  pay  or  compensation  from  him,  thus  con- 
firming the  material  facts  stated  in  my  report  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

I  earnestly  call  your  attention  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Hunt,  which, 
though  very  uncandid  and  wanting  in  all  the  characteristics  of  a  state- 
ment made  under  the  solemnity  of  ah  oath,  by  one  of  his  intelligence, 
personal  character,  and  standing  in  society,  is  yet  full  of  facts  cor- 
roborative of  the  material  part  of  the  foregoing  report,  and  can  leave 
no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  a  careful  reader  of  it  as  to  his  true  position, 
or  of  the  truthfulness  of  my  representations  in  regard  to  him. 

Anotlier  fact  now  attracting  a  large  share  of  the  public  attention, 
and  to  which  it  is  alike  natural  and  proper  for  me  again  to  refer,  is  the 
sudden  and  unexpected  return  of  Mr.  Vallandigham  to  his  own  home 
in  Ohio,  and  his  appearance  in  the  midst  of  his  adherents  at  the  Ham- 
ilton mass  meeting. 

When  writing  the  foregoing  report  I  had  not  yet  become  aware  of  his 
having  changed  his  purpose  of  coming  within  the  Federal  lines  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  I  was  fully  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  grown  up  among  his  adherents  and  friends  in  his  own 
old  Congressional  district  in  relation  to  his  election  as  a  delegate  to  the 
Chicago  Convention,  and  fully  explained  them.  Aware,  however,  of 
the  importance  attached  to  that  election  by  him,  and  satisfied  that  the 
meeting  would  be  one  of  no  ordinary  interest  in  the  development  of  his 
plans  and  purposes,  I  sent  a  phonographic  reporter  to  that  meeting  to 
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make  a  full  and  faitbful  report  of  the  speeches  made  at  it.  The  result 
is  that  I  have  the  satisfactiou  of  annexing  hereto  a  copy  of  the  speech 
made  by  him,  taken  down  in  shorthand  on  the  spot,  and  which  may  be 
strictly  relied  on  as  correct.  It  is  marked  with  the  letter  Z  and  deserves 
attention,  if  for  no  other  purpose  than  for  the  remarkable  paragraph 
relating  to  secret  associations,  which  proves  him  to  be  not  only  a  con- 
summate demagogue,  but  also  a  terrible  falsifier  of  the  truth. 

I  annex,  also,  a  report  of  William  Thorpe,  the  phonographer,  whom 
I  sent  to  report  the  speech,  giving  an  account  of  what  he  saw  and 
heard  on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting,  and  correct  reports  of  the  speeches 
delivered  by  the  other  speakers. 

I  forward  herewith,  also,  the  report  of  William  Jones,  giving  an 
account  of  a  recent  tour  through  the  interior  of  this  State,  marked  Z  5, 
a  number  of  letters  from  Edward  F.  Hoffman,  while  on  a  visit  of  obser- 
vation at  Cincinnati,  marked  Z  0,  and  a  few  letters  from  William  Taylor, 
now  in  Illinois,  conferring  with  members  of  the  order  in  that  State, 
marked  Z  7 ;  also  copies  of  letters  addressed  to  you  by  General  Car- 
rington  from  Indianapolis,  and  referred  to  me,  which  show  fully  the 
existence  of  the  order  in  that  State,  and  confirm  all  the  information  I 
have  from  my  own  agents  there,  marked  Z  8. 

In  addition  to  the  numerous  evidences  of  the  existence  and  operation 
of  this  grand  conspiracy  against  the  Government  already  produced,  I 
have  yet  to  add  two  statements  of  a  most  important  and  conclusive 
character,  to  which  1  invite  your  most  careful  attention.  I  attach 
more  than  usual  importance  to  them,  because,  in  both  instances,  the 
testimony  comes  from  sources  likely  to  be  well  informed,  and  corrobo- 
rates in  the  fullest  manner  all  I  have  stated  on  the  subject.  I  refer  to 
the  statement,  under  oath,  of  William  G.  Cheeney,  hereto  annexed, 
marked  Z  9,  and  to  that  of  Mary  Ann  Pitman,  marked  Z  10. 

By  reference  to  Cheeney's  statemeut  it  will  be  seen  that  within  the 
past  four  weeks,  while  in  confinement  in  Gratiot  Street  Prison,  as  a 
rebel  prisoner,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  fellow-prisoner  named 
Charles  E.  Dunn,  of  this  city,  who  represented  himself  to  him  as  dep- 
uty grand  commander  of  the  Order  of  American  Knights;  that  he  was 
initiated  by  said  Dunn  into  the  mysteries  of  the  first  degree  thereof 
within  the  past  two  weeks,  and  that  he  was  informed  by  Dunn  very 
fully  of  the  objects  and  character  of  said  order.  I  will  not  dwell  upon 
tlie  details  of  the  information  set  forth  in  the  statement  which  Dunn 
communicated  to  Cheeney.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  it  is  not  only  suf- 
ficient to  justify  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Dunn,  by  his  own  con- 
fession, as  well  as  that  of  Hunt,  Doctor  Shore,  Smith,  and  others,  but 
conclusive  proof  of  all  that  has  been  represented  by  others  as  to  the 
character  of  the  order.  Of  the  truthfulness  of  Cheeney  there  can  be 
no  question.  He  has  been  a  prisoner  for  the  last  six  months  past,  cut 
oft'  from  the  outer  world,  and  could  have  had  no  other  information  on 
the  subject  than  that  which  he  obtained  from  prisoners  belonging  to 
the  order,  as  he  states  he  did,  and  the  fact  that  that  information  so 
obtained  from  them  exactly  coincides  with  that  which  was  in  my  posses- 
sion, unknown  to  those  prisoners,  is  certainly  a  strong  ground  upon 
which  to  rest  the  belief  that  it  is  strictly  true. 

A  still  stronger  and  more  conclusive  assurance  of  the  truth  as  to  the 
character  and  purposes  which  I  have  given  to  the  order  is  to  be  found 
in  the  statement  of  Mary  Ann  Pitman.  I  will  not  incorporate  in  this 
report  any  of  the  important  facts  disclosed  in  her  statement,  but  con- 
tent myself  by  simply  stating  her  history  to  show  that  she  could  only 
speak  of  her  own  knowledge  in  regard  to  the  order,  without  bias  or 
inlluence  from  other  persons.    She  had  been  an  officer,  for  a  year  or 
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two  past,  in  the  commaud  of  the  rebel  General  Forrest.  Only  a  few 
days  previous  to  the  taking  of  Port  Pillow  by  the  rebels  she  was 
captured  by  some  of  the  Union  forces  while  within  our  lines  in  her  real 
character  of  a  woman.  She  was  soon  after  sent  to  Memphis  and  was 
there  put  in  prison  and  precluded  from  having  any  communications 
with  those  outside.  She  was  sent  from  there  to  this  city,  under  guard, 
and  could  have  had  no  conversation  either  while  on  her  way  or  since 
her  confinement  here  on  the  subject  with  others  than  prisoners,  and  yet 
by  reference  to  her  very  long,  candid,  and  clear  statement,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  character  which  she  gives  to  the  order — of  which  she 
admits  she  was  a  member — is  pi-ecisely  and  in  the  minutest  details 
just  such  as  my  information  from  those  belonging  to  the  Northern  sec- 
tion shows  it  to  be.  How  could  this  person,  belonging  to  the  Southern 
section,  deriving  her  information  only  as  a  member  of  that  section 
could  derive  it — how  could  she  thus  narrate  and  disclose  of  her  own 
knowledge,  as  she  has  done,  exactly  the  state  of  things  which  had 
become  known  to  me  from  those  belonging  to  the  Northern  section? 
Of  course,  considering  the  circumstances  under  which  she  has  made 
this  statement,  without  any  opportunity  whatever  to  converse,  confer, 
or  consult  with  any  member  of  the  Northern  section,  the  extraordinary 
general  concurrence  of  it  cannot  be  regarded  otherwise  than  as  attbrd- 
ing  the  strongest  possible  presumptive  proof,  not  only  of  its  truthful- 
ness, but  of  the  very  dangerous  character  of  the  organization. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Devoe, 
New  York,  giving  further  information  in  regard  to  the  purposes  and 
movements  of  the  McGlellan  Minute  Men,  which  seems  to  indicate,  in 
some  measure,  that  it  has  really  a  connection  with  the  O.  A.  K.  in  the 
West  and  differs  only  so  far  as  to  be  better  adapted  for  the  localities 
where  it  exists.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  statement  of  Mary 
Ann  Pitman  shows  that  the  O.  A.  K.  is  known  by  different  names  iii 
different  localities,  assuming  a  chameleon  character  of  exhibiting  such 
colors  as  may  suit  the  locality  in  which  it  is  organized.  I  refer  yon  to 
the  letter  of  Captain  Devoe,  marked  Z  11. 

I  also  add  another  lot  of  confidential  documents,  to  be  found  in  a  sealed 
envelope,  marked  Z  12. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SANDERSON, 
Provost- Marshal- General  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

LluclosureH.] 

zzzz. 

Charles  L.  Hunt,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  resides  in  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  and  by  occupation  is  a  farmer. 

Question.  When,  if  ever,  did  you  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Federal  Government? 

Answer.  Never  has  been  called  npon  to  take  that  oath,  aud  never  haa  taken  it. 

Question.  Are  you  an  unconditional  Union  man? 

Answer.  If  that  question  is  understood  to  mean  the  restoration  of  the  Union  as  it 
was  prior  to  the  existing  rebellion,  as  nearly  as  circumBtances  will  admit  of,  I  answer 
most  emphatically  yes,  and  am  willing  to  take  up  arms  to  uccomplish  such  a  result, 
if  necessary. 

Question.  Have  you  held  office  under  tlic  present  Administration  of 
the  Federal  Government? 

Answer.  Has  not.  Has  held  oHii'.e  as  Belgian  timsul  with  the  consent  of  the 
present  Administration. 
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Question.  How  long  have  you  officiated  in  said  capacity? 

Answer.  Since  May,  in  the  year  1850. 

Question.  Have  you  contributed  anything  toward  the  suppression  of 
the  present  rebellion  ? 

Answer.  All  that  a  poor  man  uunld  give — -clothing  and  food. 

Question.  Have  you  cast  a  vote  since  the  existing  rebellion  broke 
out? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  Bnt  has  exerted  himself  to  get  others  to  do  so,  with  the  view 
to  making  all  those  loyal  and  steadfast  who  were  at  all  doubtful. 

Question.  What  were  your  instructions  from  Belgian  authorities, 
when  made  their  consul,  in  reference  to  political  matters? 

Answer.  I  cannot  now  recollect  what,  if  any,  instructions  were  prior  to  1861. 

Question.  What  instructions  in  reference  to  political  affairs  did  you 
receive  in  1861  ? 

Answer.  I  received  an  official  circular  from  the  Belgian  authorities  instructing  me 
to  abstain  from  all  political  matters. 

Question.  Have  you  faithfully  and  in  every  instance  observed  said 
request  or  instructions? 

Answer.  As  Belgian  consul,  yes. 

Question.  What  answer,  officially,  did  yon  make  to  the  Belgian 
authorities  respecting  said  circular  or  instructions? 

Answer.  That  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  he  could  not  reconcile  the  require- 
ments of  said  circular  with  his  duties  to  himself  and  his  country,  and  asked  to  be 
relieved  as  consul  at  once.  The  Belgian  authorities  refused  to  accept  of  said  resig- 
nation, and  therefore  modified  said  circular. 

Question.  Has  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Belgian  consul,  heretofore 
performed  by  you,  at  any  time  called  you  out  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
and  out  of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  Yes;  out  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  but  not  out  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  Can  you  recall  the  number  of  times  within  a  year  last  past 
and  the  localities  where  said  duties  have  taken  you  ? 

Answer.  None ;  none  within  eighteen  months. 

Question.  Have  you  been  beyond  the  Federal  lines  within  a  year  last 

past? 

Answer.  Yes;  was  in  Windsor,  Canada,  last  Ai)ril,  especially  to  see  Mr.  Vallau- 
digbani. 

Question.  Who  accompanied  yon  upon  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  No  one  from  this  place;  went  with  a  friend. 

Question.  From  what  place  did  said  friend  accompany  you  to  see 
Mr.  Vallandigham  ? 

Answer.  I  decline  answering. 

Question.  What  was  that  friend's  name? 

Answer.  I  decline  answering. 

Question.  Did  you,  in  company  with  said  friend  or  alone,  see  Mr. 
Vallandigham  in  Canada  last  April  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  saw  him,  in  company  with  some  five  or  six  gentlemen,  at  Wind- 
sor, Canada,  in  April,  1864;  and  I  wa.s  the  only  Misaoiiriiin  there  and  then  present. 

Question.  How  long  did  that  interview  last? 

Answer.  About  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half. 
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Question.  What  was  the  business  which  led  to  that  interview? 

Answer.  Curiosity,  principally.  The  object  of  said  meeting  was  to  organize  the 
peace  branch  of  tho  Deraooratjc  party.  Mr.  Vallaniligham  then  and  th?re  stated 
that  lie  was  free  from  the  hands  of  his  friends  and  assumed  tho  responsibilitv  of 
returning  to  tho  United  States  to  attend  the  Chicago  Convention. 

Question.  Have  you  any  objections  to  give  the  names  of  any  parties 
there  present  other  than  Mr.  Vallaudighani  and  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  objections  to  subjecting  anv  one  to  the  trouble  and 
inionveuience  that  that  has  brought  upon  me,  which  others  are  as  likely  to  incur  as 
myself.  ■' 

Question.  Was  any  specific  action,  politically  or  otherwise,  deter- 
mined upon  by  the  parties  who  met  in  Windsor,  Canada,  in  April  last? 

Answer.  There  was  not.  At  least  I  have  not  heard  since  that  tliere  was,  and 
probably  should  not,  from  the  fact  that  I  opposed  the  movement  projected  there 
and  then. 

Question.  Within  your  knowledge  had  Mr.  Vallandigham  at  the  time 
you  met  him  in  Canada  in  April,  1864,  decided  to  return  to  the  United 
States? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  ray  impression  at  that  time. 

Question.  Have  you  since  that  time  given  publicity  to  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham's  determination  as  there  and  then  expressed  by  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  have  repeated  what  ho  said  both  here  aud  in  Chicago. 

Question.  Was  the  tune  and  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to  return 
fixed  upon  at  the  time  you  saw  him  in  April,  1864? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nothing  beyond  the  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Convention. 

Question.  At  what  house  in  Windsor,  Canada,  did  that  meeting  take 
place? 

Answer.  At  his  hotel,  about  one  square  from  the  river. 

Question.  Have  you  met  Mr.  Vallandigham  on  the  soil  of  the  United 
States  since  the  rebellion  broke  out? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  oppose  the  organization  of  that  wing  of  the 
Democratic  party  who  were  in  favor  of  peace,  the  representatives  of 
which  met  at  Windsor,  Canada,  in  April,  1864,  at  the  hotel  occupied  by 
Mr.  Vallandigham  ? 

Answer.  Uecause  lie  was  and  is  opposed  to  the  organization  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  any  form,  and  because  tho  present  President  of  the  Uepub1i(tan  party  now 
in  power  had  matured  his  plans,  both  financially  aud  militarily,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  rebellion,  and  I  deemed  it  best  for  the  country  that  that  party  should  bring 
the  war  to  the  final  issue. 

Question.  Were  you  sent  to  Canada  as  a  represeutative  of  the 
Democracy  to  mature  any  plans  for  future  action? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  went  of  my  own  volition  and  without  auy  power  delegated  by 
any  party  or  parties. 

Question.  Have  you  since  this  rebellion  broke  out  been  in  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Vallandigham  or  any  party  or  parties  in  Canada? 
Answer.  Wrote  to  Mr.  Vallandigham  once. 
Question.  When  and  from  what  place? 
Answer.  Since  April  and  from  Saint  Louis. 
Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  communication? 
Answer.  Of  a  strictly  private  nature;  nothing  pertaiuiug  to  the  war  or  politics. 
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Question.  Were  you  at  Detroit  iu  the  montb  of  Febrnary? 

Answer.  I  was  not,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Question.  Have  you  purchased  any  arms  of  any  description  iu  Saint 
Louia  or  elsewhere  within  the  past  year  ? 

Answer.  One  six-shootlDg  French  revolver. 

Question.  Of  whom  was  revolver  purchased? 

Answer.  Of  a.  pawnbroker  on  the  corner  of  Third  iind  Pine. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  William  L, 
or  M.  Douglas,  recently  of  North  Missouri,  and  now  an  inmate  of 
Gratiot  Military  Prison? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  him'? 

Answer.  About  one  year. 

Question.  Has  he  within  three  months  receipted  to  you  for  any  arms 
of  any  description  or  any  ammunition  of  any  description  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

(Question.  Has  this  man  Douglas  ever  been  employed  by  you  iu  any 
capacity? 

Answer.  I  requested  Douglas  to  ascertain  where  land  iu  tracts  and  large  bodies 
could  be  found,  and  to  inform  me,  with  a  view  of  aiding  aud  encouraging  emigration 
from  Belgium. 

Question.  Was  Douglas  instructed  by  you  to  negotiate  terms  for 
any  land  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  merely  to  ascertain  whore  it  could  be  had  and  what  for. 

Question.  Has  he  been  paid  anything  for  such  services? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  ever  heard  that  Douglas  claimed 
to  be  locating  lands  in  Missouri  under  and  by  written  authority  in  the 
form  of  a  commission  by  you  as  Belgian  consul? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  may  have  given  him  limited  written  authority  to  look  lor 
lands. 

Question.  Has  Douglas  reported  any  tracts  or  parcels  of  land  to 
you  within  the  past  year  that  might  be  purchased  for  the  iiurpose  here- 
inbefore stated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  in  such  an  indefinite  manner  that  I  instructed  him  to  give 
himself  no  further  trouble  about  the  matter,  aud  thus  the  business  ended. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  instruct  or  request  Douglas  to  give 
his  attention  to  the  land  matter? 

Answer.  Either  in  October  or  November,  1863. 

Question.  Where  did  Douglas  report  laud  that  could  be  had? 

Answer.  From  Audrain  and  several  other  localities. 

Question.  Did  you  make  the  same  request  of  any  other  parties  since 
you  have  been  Belgian  consul? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  of  any  particnlar  person,  but  do  know  that  I  have  made 
such  requests  of  several  persons. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  one  Doctor  McGaniey,  of  Saint 
Catherines,  Mo.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  Have  you  ever  issued  written  authority  to  any  one,  save 
Douglas,  to  look  for  lands  in  Missouri? 

Answer.  No,  air. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Sterling  Price,  major-general  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  Army? 

Answer.  Yes;  was  personally  and  intimately  acquainted  with  him  when  he  was 
Governor  of  Missonri. 

Question.  Have  you  since  this  rebellion  broke  out  received,  directly 
or  indirectly,  any  letters  or  verbal  messages  from  General  Sterling 
Price,  of  the  so-called  Confederate  Army? 

Answer.  Never  received  or  sent  any  letters  or  messages  of  any  description  to  or 
from  any  person  belonging  to  the  so-called  Confederate  Army  or  Government. 

Question,  Are  you  now,  or  have  you  ever  been,  the  agent  or  attorney 
of  General  Sterling  Price? 

Answer.  Never,  so  help  me  God ! 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  or  order? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  am  not  a  member  of  any  order. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  existence  of  an  order,  a  secret  order, 
called  Corps  de  Belgique? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  don't  believe  any  such  order  exists. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  existence  of  a  secret  order  called  Order 
of  the  American  Knights? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Qnestion.  Are  you  a  member  of  either  the  orders  named  respectively, 
Corps  de  Belgique  and  Order  of  the  American  Knights? 

Answer.  I  am  not,  sir. 

CHAELES  L.  HUNT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  17th  day  of  June,  1864. 

J.  0.  DODGE, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal-General. 

Z. 

Report  of  William  Thorpe. 

Saint  Louis,  June  18, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson, 

Provost  Marshal- General  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your 
orders  to  proceed  to  Hamilton,  Ohio,  and  report  the  doings  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic district  convention,  to  be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  instant, 
at  that  place,  I  left  this  city  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  14th  instant, 
and  arrived  at  Hamilton  the  next  day  at  9  a,  m. 

I  expected  that  should  it  be  known  who  I  was  reporting  this  conven- 
tion for  the  members  would  deny  me  admittance,  so  I  determined  to 
act  as  volunteer  correspondent  of  the  Chicago  Times,  and  in  that  char- 
acter to  appear  before  the  convention,  concealing  the  other  part  of  my 
business. 

On  my  arrival  at  Hamilton  I  found  some  75  or  100  delegates  in  the 
court-house  yard  discussing  various  topics  relative  to  the  convention. 
This  was  about  10  o'clock. 
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The  first  person  whose  acquaintance  I  made  was  J.  McBlwee,  who 
appeared  to  be  one  of  the  leading  men.  On  introducing  myself  he 
invited  me  to  go  along  and  see  Vallandigham,  but  suddenly  checking 
himself  be  inquired  if  I  was  "all  right;"  if  I  really  was  a  correspond- 
ent of  the  Chicago  Times.  I  assured  him  that  I  acted  in  that  cai)acity, 
as  he  would  soon  see.  He  tlien  said  something  about  Vallandigham's 
brother,  and  changed  the  subject,  and  not  wishing  to  appear  too  inquisi 
tive  I  let  him  do  so.  Mr.  McBlwee  said  he  had  heard  from  Vallandig- 
ham that  morning,  by  a  person  Avho  came  from  Windsor;  be  was  buoy- 
ant and  in  good  spirits,  and  thinks  the  war  will  fall  through  of  its  own 
weight.  Mr.  McElwee  said  they  had  a  series  of  resolutions  prepared, 
which  he  has  no  doubt  will  pass.  He  thinks,  he  says,  it  is  not  pru- 
dent for  Vallandigham  to  come  at  this  time,  though  as  far  as  the 
country  is  concerned  they  will  say  "come! "  Shortly  after  10  o'clock 
1  wrote  a  dispatch  to  the  Chicago  Times,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto 
annexed,  marked  A.  This  dispatch  I  showed  to  McBlwee  and  others, 
and  it  was  at  the  suggestion  of  the  former  that  I  inserted  the  sentence, 
"  and  are  decidedly  opposed  to  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war. " 
I  then  sent  it  off. 

The  convention  assembled  in  the  court-house  about  11  o'clock,  when 
I  took  my  seat  at  a  table  ]>rovided  for  me  under  the  president's  desk. 
Tlie  crowd  immediately  began  to  inquire  among  themselves  who  I  was, 
but  their  inquisitiveness  was  soon  gratified  by  some  of  the  principal 
men  informing  them  that  I  was  a  correspondent  of  the  Chicago 
Times.  From  this  time  they  trusted  me  implicitly,  and  1  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  what  information  I  desired.  I  was  again  confiden- 
tially told,  what  was  known  to  but  few  members  of  the  convention, 
that  Vallandigham  was  in  the  country  two  miles  from  here  and  would 
make  a  speech  in  the  afternoon.  I  was  anxious  to  advise  you  of  the 
fact  at  once,  but  could  not  leave  the  convention  at  that  time,  as  it  was 
engaged  in  business,  the  report  of  which  I  annex,  marked  B. 

Up  to  this  time  there  was  a  division  in  the  convention  on  the  sub- 
ject of  electing  Mr.  Vallandigham  as  one  of  the  delegates  to  Chicago, 
a  large  minority  obstinately  insisting  that  it  would  be  impolitic  to  do 
so.  For  this  reason  the  leading  men,  who  were  in  the  secret  of  Vallan- 
digham's presence  near  the  town,  moved  for  and  succeeded  in  obtaining 
an  adjournment  till  after  dinner,  so  that  Vallandigham  might  be 
brought  upou  the  stage  without  danger,  and  thus  secure  his  election 
beyond  all  doubt. 

Immediately  upon  the  adjournment  I  went  to  the  telegraph  office, 
took  the  operator  into  my  confidence,  and  sent  a  dispatch  to  you 
informing  you  of  the  condition  of  things  and  of  Vallandigham's  arrival. 
You  were  thus  advised  at  least  three  or  four  hours  before  anybody  out- 
side of  Hamilton.  This  telegraph  operator  was  very  reliable  and  ren- 
dered me  all  the  help  I  was  in  need  of.  My  intention  was  at  this  time 
to  secure  the  aid  of  detectives  and  follow  Vallandigham  back  to  Can- 
ada and,  when  away  from  his  friends,  arrest  him  and  turn  him  over  to 
the  nearest  authorities  for  safe  keeping  until  you  could  advise  what  was 
to  be  done  with  him.  I  knew  not,  however,  whom  to  trust,  as  the  whole 
town  appeared  to  be  full  of  Vallandigham's  friends.  I  inquired  of  Mr. 
Griswold,  the  telegraph  operator,  who  there  was  in  Hamilton  that  it 
would  do  to  trust — whether  there  was  any  provost-marshal  or  Federal 
military  officers  there.  He  said  "No,"  but  there  was  Mie  Thomas 
McGheegan,  a  U.  S.  deputy  marshal,  who,  he  believed,  it  would  be  safe 
to  trust.  So  I  sent  for  this  McGheegan ;  told  him  who  I  was ;  that  Val- 
landigham was  in  the  woods,  and  would  make  a  speech ;  that  the  Gov- 
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ernment  had  positive  proof  of  treason  against  him,  and  desired  to  secure 
him;  and  concluded  by  asking  him  if  he  would  follow  Vallandigham 
back  and  help  to  arrest  him,  provided  he  got  authority  from  you  or 
General  Eosecrans  to  do  so.  McGheegan  said  he  hadn't  heard  Vallan- 
digham was  coming;  that  if  he  was  he  could  not  be  arrested;  that  he 
supposed  the  Government  wouldn't  interfere  with  him  anyhow;  and,  on 
the  whole,  he  thought  I  was  telling  him  " a  damned  big  lie ! "  He  then 
asked  to  see  my  authority  for  what  1  had  said.  In  this  he  had  the 
advantage  of  me,  as  1  had  left  my  orders  and  all  other  evidence  of  my 
connection  with  the  Government  in  Saint  Louis  on  purpose.  McGhee- 
gan wanted  a  drink,  which  I  gave  him,  and  he  then  said  he  would  not 
betray  me  and  would  think  over  the  matter. 

On  my  way  to  dinner  I  saw  a  squad  of  men  putting  their  revolvers 
in  order,  and  from  what  I  saw  and  heard  I  imagined  most  of  Vallandig- 
ham's  friends  were  armed. 

Wliile  the  convention  was  assembling  after  dinner  I  was  told  by  a 
member  that  Vallandigham  had  sent  a  letter  to  the  mayor  of  Dayton, 
announcing  his  intention  of  being  at  Hamilton,  and  there  was  no  doubt 
he  would  be  here.  Members  who  have  seen  the  signature  say  it  is 
genuine. 

Mr,  John  A.  McMahon,  lawyer,  of  Dayton,  came  to  me  and  asked  if 
I  had  sent  word  to  the  Times  that  Vallandigham  was  here.  I  said  I 
had  not;  that  the  news  was  too  good  to  be  true;  that,  although  I  wanted 
the  Times  to  have  the  news  at  the  earliest  moment,  1  should  prefer 
seeing  him  before  sending  a  dispatch  of  that  character  over  the  wires, 
and  I  asked  him  to  take  me  to  see  him.  He  said  Vallandigham  was  cer- 
tainly here ;  his  eyes  liad  seen  him,  and  that  before  he  could  take  me 
to  him  he  would  be  here. 

A  few  minutes  afterward  a  handbill  was  produced  and  read  by  one 
of  the  members,  which  I  secured,  and  annex  to  this  report,  marked  0. 
Immense  applause,  shouts,  and  yells  followed  this  announcement. 
Order  was  with  difficulty  restored,  and  the  convention  proceeded  with 
its  business. 

The  first  thing  in  order  was  the  report  of  the  committee  on  resolu- 
tions, the  original  of  which  was  furnished  me  and  appears  in  its  proper 
place  in  my  report  of  the  proceedings.  After  they  were  adopted,  the 
business  next  in  order  being  the  selection  of  delegates  to  Chicago,  Mr. 
Vallandigham  was  chosen  unanimously  first  of  all,  the  fears  of  the  pru- 
dent ones  having  been  dispelled  by  the  consciousness  of  Vallandigham's 
presence.  While  the  other  delegates  were  being  chosen  a  loud  shout- 
ing and  cheering  was  heard  outside  the  building,  indicating  that  an 
excited  crowd  was  approaching.  Many  of  the  members  rushed  out  of 
the  doors  and  windows  in  the  direction  from  which  the  commotion  pro- 
ceeded, shouting  "  Vallandigham ! "  "  Vallandigham ! "  Others  climbed 
on  benches,  chairs,  and  tables,  waving  their  hats  and  yelling  like  lunatics. 
]  n  the  midst  of  the  most  excited  crowd  imaginable  Vallandigham  entered 
the  room  and  with  great  difficulty  forced  his  way  to  the  platform,  whither 
his  friends  followed,  climbing  over  my  table,  spilUng  the  ink,  and  almost 
spoiling  my  notebook.  Vallandigham  shook  hands  with  three  to  five 
at  a  time  as  long  as  he  conld,  when  the  president  restored  a  certain 
degree  of  order  and  the  business  proceeded.  It  was  finished  in  a  few 
minutes,  and  Vallandigham  was  called  on  for  a  speech.  The  hall  was 
not  half  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  audience  which  had  now 
arrived,  and  a  motion  was  carried  to  adjourn  to  the  court-house  yard, 
where  a  stand  had  in  the  meantime  been  constructed.    Here  he  made 
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his  speech,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  marked  D.  He  was  followed  by 
Hon.  Lafayette  i)evelin,  of  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  whose  speech  appears 
as  E.  Mr.  William  Mayo,  president  of  the  convention,  followed,  whose 
speech  appears  as  F. 

The  public  demonstration  was  now  at  an  end ;  Vallandigham  and 
his  friends  departed,  and  I  went  to  the  telegraph  office,  where  I  received 
your  dispatch  directing  me  to  confer  with  the  Governor  of  Ohio.  I 
then  sent  a  telegram  to  you,  giving  a  statement  of  the  condition  of 
things  at  that  time,  another  to  Governor  Brough,  at  Columbus,  and  a 
third  to  the  Chicago  Times. 

This  was  about  4  o'clock.  While  in  the  telegraph  office  Vallandig- 
ham's  friends  came  in  with  dispatches  to  be  sent  off.  Among  those 
which  I  saw  was  one  to  S.  D.  Elwood,  Detroit,  and  another  to  Col. 

Thomas  Moore,  Camp ,  Western  Virginia.    The  names  of  others 

may  be  learned  at  the  Hamilton  telegraph  office. 

McMahon  told  me  that  Vallandigham's  friends  have  ulterior  designs 
if  he  is  interfered  with  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States. 
These  "ulterior  designs"  are,  1  am  told,  the  application  of  a  torch  to 
every  house  in  town  and  the  laying  of  Dayton  in  ashes  and  its  conver- 
sion into  a  corn-field. 

While  at  the  telegraph  office  a  carriage  containing  Vallandigham, 
Develin,  Mayo,  and  McMahon,  and  surrounded  by  a  boisterous  crowd, 
drove  up  to  the  depot,  and  the  party  in  the  carriage  took  passage  on 
the  cars  for  Dayton.  I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  any  one  else  accom- 
panied him. 

Vallandigham  was  not  disguised  when  he  appeared  before  the  conven- 
tion, but  he  was  highly  excited,  and  sank  into  a  seat  as  soon  as  he  could 
get  free  from  the  crowd.  Shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  Dayton 
train  I  started  for  Cincinnati.  On  the  train  I  made  the  acquaintance 
of  Mr.  M.  N.  McGinnis,  a  man  of  education  and  intelligence  and  an 
intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Vallandigham,  who  was  going  to  Cincinnati 
with  the  original  of  the  speech,  to  have  it  published  in  the  Enquirer. 
He  asked  me  if  he  had  better  furnish  the  Commercial  with  a  copy,  and 
I  advised  him  to  give  it  to  the  three  leading  papers,  which  he  did,  as  I 
afterward  learned.  He  said  Mr.  Vallandigham  was  anxious  to  see  me, 
but  as  he  was  unable  to  do  so,  requested  him  (McGinnis)  to  furnish  me 
with  a  copy  of  the  speech  and  with  such  other  information  as  he  could. 
Mr.  McGinnis  hoped  they  would  nominate  Seymour,  of  Connecticut, 
and  Vallandigham  on  the  ticket  at  the  Chicago  convention.  He  had  a 
strong  dishke  to  Governor  Seymour,  and  also  for  Hon.  S.  S.  Cox,  of 
Ohio.  The  latter,  he  said,  was  selfish  and  tricky,  and  was  always 
looking  out  for  his  own  interest,  regardless  of  principle.  He  had  now 
deserted  Vallandigham  and  gone  over  to  McClellan.  Upon  my 
remarking  that  the  cheers  called  for  Grant  at  the  meeting  were  not 
given  so  enthusiastically  as  an  admirer  of  Grant  could  wish,  he  replied, 
"No;  that  sort  of  thing  is  foolish;  to  use  a  common  expression,  'it  is 
played  out.'"  "Lee  and  Johnston,"  he  said,  "will  decide  this  Presi- 
dential campaign.  The  probabilities  are  that  Grant  will  be  defeated, 
and  if  he  is  there  will  be  no  chance  for  anybody  or  anything  opposed 
to  unconditional  peace."  Mr.  McGinnis  told  me  that  Vallandigham 
said  he  was  arrested  while  on  his  way  to  Hamilton  by  a  civil  officer, 
who  mistook  him  for  the  man  he  was  in  search  of.  Upon  learning  the 
error  he  made  an  apology  and  let  Vallandigham  off,  never  in  the  least 
suspecting  who  he  really  was.  Vallandigham  says  he  intends  to  send 
that  innn  a  bottle  of  prime  whisky  when  he  gets  to  Dayton,  with  his 
compliments. 
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I  left  Cincinnati  tliat  evening  for  Columbus  and  arrived  at  the  latter 
place  early  the  next  morning  (Thursday,  June  16th),  and  had  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Governor.  The  adjutant-general  of  the  State  was  present, 
as  also  was  the  provost-marshal  general  during  a  portion  of  the  time. 
Both  these  gentlemen,  the  Governor  said,  were  aware  of  the  c::istence 
of  the  secret  order,  as  well  as  himself.  I  then  told  him  whi/;  1  have 
written  above,  read  my  notes  and  Vallandigham's  speech,  aud  gave 
him  the  names  of  all  the  men  I  had.  He  told  me  that  he  understood 
it  was  the  intention  of  Vallandighara  and  his  friends  to  organize  the 
"supreme  circle"  of  the  State  at  Hamilton,  and  inquired  if  it  had  been 
done.  Not  being  a  member  of  the  order  myself,  I  told  him  that  I  could 
not  tell,  and  expressed  surprise  that  the  order  was  without  its  grand 
commander  and  grand  council  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  I  knew  it  to 
be  very  powerful.  Governor  Brough  said  that  such  was  the  case — that 
the  order  was  thoroughly  organized  up  to  the  fifth  degree,  but  no 
higher. 

Dpon  my  inquiring  whether  he  designed  taking  any  immediate 
action  in  reference  to  Vallandigham,  he  said  that  when  he  first  heard 
of  his  presence  in  Ohio  he  took  measures  to  intercept  him  in  case  he 
attempted  to  leave  the  State,  but  as  he  was  going  to  remain,  he  (the 
Governor)  would  not  molest  him  until  he  received  instructions  from 
Washington  how  to  proceed;  that  he  was  then  in  communication  with 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  he  had  referred  the  sub- 
ject. The  Governor  further  said  that  the  military  condition  of  the 
State  was  such  that  at  the  present  time  it  would  not  justify  an  attempt 
to  arrest  Vallandigham.  He  had,  however,  telegraphed  for  General 
Heintzelman,  who  he  expected  would  arrive  by  noon  that  day,  when 
they  would  confer  by  telegraph  with  General  Rosecrans.  At  7  p.  m. 
1  saw  Governor  Brough  again,  at  which  time  he  told  me  General 
Heintzelman  had  not  arrived,  but  would  probably  be  there  by  10  p.  m. 

I  left  Columbus  that  night,  arriving  at  Cincinnati  the  next  morning 
(Friday,  June  17),  and  two  hours  afterward  took  the  cars  over  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad  for  this  city,  which  I  reached  at  an  early 
hour  this  morning. 

On  the  way  I  conversed  with  a  number  of  persons  about  Vallandig- 
ham's reappearance  at  home,  and  they  generally  seem  to  think  the 
Government  will  allow  him  to  remain  unless  there  is  something  against 
him  not  yet  made  public. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

WILLIAM  THORPE. 

[  Sub-inr.losiires .  ] 

A. 

Hamilton,  Ohio,  Jime  15, 18(t4 — 10.15. 
The  Chicago  Times  : 

The  Democratic  district  convention  of  Vallandigham's  old  district  is 
about  organizing.  Quite  a  large  number  of  delegates  are  here.  The 
feeling  runs  high  in  favor  of  Vallandigham,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will 
be  elected.  Most  of  the  delegates  are  in  favor  of  taking  high  ground 
against  the  course  of  the  Administration,  and  are  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war.    L.  Develin,  of  Indiana,  is  liere. 

WM.  THORPE. 

Do  you  want  a  full  report  of  proceedings  by  telegraph? 
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B, 

Proceedings  of  the  Democratic  (Ustrivt  convention  of  the  Third  Congres- 
sional District  of  Ohio. 

Hamilton,  Butlek  County,  Ohio,  June  15, 18G4. 

This  convention  assembled  in  the  court-house  about  11  o'clock  this 
morning  and  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  William  Mayo,  who  stated  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  were  not  at  Dayton  that  this  was  an  adjouriied 
convention— a  continuation;  that  the  committee  on  organization 
reported  at  Dayton  and  the  order  of  business  at  the  present  moment 
is  the  report  of  the  coiumittee  on  resolutions. 

[The  first  meeting  of  the  convention  was  held  at  Dayton,  May  25,  at 
whicli  the  following  officers  were  appointed,  who  serve  at  this  meeting: 
President,  William  Mayo;  secretaries,  A.  D.  Borden,  D.  C.  Jackson, 
M.  J.  Swadner.l 

A  Member.  Who  is  chairman  of  the  committee  on  resolutions? 

The  President.  Mr.  McMahon,  I  think. 

A  Member.  Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the  ordinary  business  of  this 
convention  be  suspended  at  present. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

The  President.  The  regular  business  now  in  order  is  the  nomina- 
tion of  delegates  to  the  National  Convention. 

Mr,  Christy.  I  move  that  these  nominations  be  not  made,  or  the 
vote  taken,  till  after  dinner. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

A  Member.  I  move  that  we  adjourn  until  2  o'clock. 

Another  Member.  I  move  an  amendment — that  half  past  1  be  put  in 
the  place  of  2. 

Cries  of  "Half-past  1!"  "2!"  accompanied  by  considerable  confusion, 
amid  which  the  amendment  to  adjourn  till  half-past  1  prevailed,  and  the 
convention  adjourned. 

Afternoon  session. — Most  of  the  delegates  arrived  at  half-past  1 
o'clock.  They  were  very  much  excited,  having  learned  since  adjourn- 
ment of  the  arrival  of  Vallandigham  and  his  intention  to  make  a 
speech. 

It  was  now  announced  that  Vallandigham  would  make  a  speech  at  3 
p.  m.  The  announcement  was  greeted  with  immense  api)lause,  shout- 
ing, yells,  &c. 

The  convention  elected  D.  W.  Winterstein  temporary  president,  Mr. 
Mayo  being  absent.    Mr.  C.  J.  Bean  was  appointed  assistant  secretary. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  made  their  report,  which  was  frequently 
interrupted  by  applause.  The  following  is  the  official  copy  presented 
to  the  convention : 

First.  That  we  reaffirm  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions  of  1798  and  1799. 

Second.  That  the  i)eople  of  the  several  States  composing  these  United  States  are 
united  as  parties  to  a  constitutional  compact,  to  whicli  the  people  of  each  State 
acceded  as  a  separate  and  sovereign  community,  each  binding  itself  by  its  own  par- 
ticular ratiiication ;  tliat  the  Union,  of  which  this  compact  is  the  bond,  is  a  uniou  of 
sovereign  and  independent  States,  based  upon  their  consent,  and  that  the  attempt 
by  the  Federal  Government  to  perpetuate  it  by  force  of  arms  is  utterly  wrong  and 
destructive  of  tlie  principles  upon  which  it  w.is  founded. 

Third.  That  the  present  Abolition  Administration,  by  its  wicked  practices,  its 
unparalleled  corruptions,  its  imbecile  and  vacillating  conduct  of  public  affairs,  its 
manifold  violations  of  the  Constitution,  its  persistent  ettorts  to  subvert  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  its  repeated  attempts  to  obliterate  State  lines  and  extinguish  State 
sovereignty,  is  unworthy  the  confidence  of  the  American  i^eoplo  and  deserves  the 
execration  of  freemen. 

Fourth.  That  this  war  is  the  natural  and  necessary  result  of  the  success  of  the 
Abolition  party  and  was  purposely  brought  about  by  the  wiles  and  stratagems  of  the 
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present  Atlministration.  It  has  been  productive  of  incalculable  and  almost  irrep- 
arable injury  to  both  sections;  it  violates  the  precepts  of  Christianity,  is  unwar- 
ranted by  the  Constitution,  is  condemned  by  the  civilized  world,  and  has  been 
conducted  by  those  in  power  contrary  to  the  usages  of  modern  warfare,  and  with  a 
base  vindictiveness  and  disregard  of  right  and  justice  that  have  brought  disgrace 
upon  the  American  name. 

Fifth.  That  the  present  war  originated  in  an  entire  misconception  of  the  principles 
of  our  Federal  Union;  that  in  proposing  for  its  object  the  restoration  of  the  Union 
by  force,  contrary  to  the  theory  upon  which  it  was  founded,  it  proposed  an  object 
which  wiis  in  its  nature,  aud  forever  must  be,  incapable  of  attainment;  that  the 
history  of  the  past  three  years,  embracing  an  exertion  of  natural  resources  and  an 
experience  of  national  calamities  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  mankind,  has  already 
demonstrated  the  utter  hopelessness,  as  well  as  the  giganiic  wrong,  of  a  further  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  contest.  Persuaded  as  we  are  that  it  cannot  result  in  the 
restoration  of  the  true  Federal  Union,  as  established  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  that  it  ought  not  bo  waged  for  the  subjugation  or  extermination  of 
the  people  of  the  Soutb,  aud  that,  if  coutinned,  it  will  result  in  the  overthrow  of  our 
liberties  and  the  establishment  of  a  consolidated  military  despotism,  we  are  in  favor 
of  an  immediate  cessation  of  hostilities  and  the  inauguration  of  measures  that  will 
lead  to  the  restoration  of  peace  between  the  contending  sections. 

Sixth.  Itesolved,  That  our  delegates  to  Chicago  are  hereby  instructed  to  favor  the 
nomination  of  no  man  at  Chicago  who  is  either  directly  or  indirectly  committed  to 
the  further  prosecution  of  this  war,  and  to  use  every  honorable  exertion  in  their 
power  to  secure  a  decided  expression  by  that  convention  in  favor  of  the  immediate 
suspension  of  hostilities  and  the  establishment  of  a  lasting  aud  honorable  peace. 

Seventh.  That  the  Democracy  of  the  Third  Congressional  District  in  convention 
assembled  tender  their  thanlis  to  the  Hon.  Alexander  Long  for  the  bold,  statesman- 
like, and  humane  utterances  of  his  recent  patriotic  speech. 

Eighth.  Whereas,  we  have  just  learned  that  the  Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandigham  has 
returned  from  the  long,  illegal,  aud  unjust  banishment  to  which  he  has  been  arbi- 
trarily subjected,  aud  is  now  in  this  city : 

lienolied,  That  we  welcome  him  home  with  glad  hearts,  and  rejoice  that  we  are  to 
again  have  the  aid  of  his  voice  in  the  counsels  of  freemen. 

Ninth.  Itonolved,  Thatin  viewof  therecentofficial  declarations  by  theGovernors  of 
Ohio  and  of  Indiana  that  they  design  to  compel  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  in  their 
respective  States,  by  the  aid  of  the  organized  militia  under  their  control,  it  has  become 
our  duty  to  express  our  views  upon  this  subject.  The  Democracy  of  this  district 
contemn  and  despise  these  puerile  threats,  and  have  no  faith  that  any  considerable 
or  respectable  portion  of  their  fellow-citizens  could  bo  used  to  put  them  into  effect ; 
but  at  the  same  time  they  assure  their  enemies  that  should  the  necessity  ever  exist 
they  will  defend  their  rights,  their  homes,  and  their  property  at  whatever  cost, 
tontident  tliat  the  spirit  of  liberty  pervades  too  many  hearts  ever  to  permit  the 
success  of  tlio  despotic  aud  bloody  schemes  which  now  seem  to  be  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  a  few  abolition  Governors. 

The  report  was  unauimously  adopted. 

The  President.  Tlie  uext  tbiug  iu  order  is  for  the  nomination  of 
delegates  to  the  National  Convention  to  Chicago. 

Mr.  Cahill.  Mr.  President,  Montgomery  presents  the  name  of  Clem- 
ent L.  Vallandigham  for  a  delegate  to  the  Chicago  Convention.  [Great 
applause.] 

The  motion  was  put  and  unanimously  adopted,  amid  great  excitement. 

Mr.  TitouTMAN.  Butler  County  presents  the  name  of  Christopher 
Hughes. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  elected,  and  three  cheers  were  given  for  the  nominees. 

A  Member.  The  name  of  C.  J.  Bean  is  presented  from  Preble  County. 

Mr.  Bean  was  elected. 

David  A.  Hough  was  chosen  as  alternate  to  Mr.  Vallandigham, 

While  a  discussion  was  going  on  as  to  who  should  be  the  other  alter- 
nates a  crowd  was  heard  approaching.  The  convention  was  instantly 
thrown  into  an  uproar,  the  members  shouting  and  cheering  and  mount- 
ing tables,  benches,  &c.,  in  order  to  get  a  sight  of  Vallandigham,  who 
was  known  to  be  outside.  When  he  had  reached  the  stand  with  some 
difficulty  order  was  restored. 

The  president  of  the  convention  now  resumed  the  chair.  He  said : 
"Gentlemen  of  the  convention,  after  Mr.  Vallandigham  has  spoken  it 
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will  be  impossible  to  do  auy  business;  so  the  couventiou  is  uow  open 
for  the  nomination  from  Warren." 

Mr.  Vallandigham.  Give  us  a  good  man,  now,  or  none.  |  Shouts  of 
"A  peace  man ! "  "  Peace ! "  "  Peace ! "] 

The  name  of  David  W.  Van  Dyke  was  presented,  and  he  was  elected 
alternate. 

W.  J.  Gilmore  was  then  chosen  as  the  elector  from  this  Congressional 
district. 

The  President.  I  have  no  words  to  speak.  My  feelings  are  such 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  anything,  and  thank  God  it  is  unnecessary 
when  I  present  to  this  conveutiou  the  Hon.  Clement  L.  Vallandigham. 
[Loud  applause,  and  shouts  of  "Let's  go  outside!"  "There's  not  room 
enough  here!"    "There's  a  big  crowd  out  of  doors!"  &c.J 

They  then  went  outside  of  the  house,  where  Vallandigham  made  his 
speecli.  He  was  followed  by  Develiu  and  Mayo,  after  which  the  cou- 
ventiou broke  up  without  auy  formal  adjourumeut. 

C. 

Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandigham  will  address  the  Democracy  at  the  court- 
house at  3  o'clock  I),  m.,  June  15,  1864. 

D. 

Speech  of  Hon.  C.  L.  YallandigJiam. 

To-day  I  am  again  in  your  midst,  and  upon  the  soil  of  my  native 
State.  To  day  I  am  once  more  within  the  district  which  for  ten  years 
extended  to  me  the  highest  confidence,  and  three  times  honored  me  as 
its  Eepreseutative  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  was  accused 
of  no  crime  against  the  Constitution  or  laws,  and  guilty  of  none. 
["That's  so!"  "Bully!"  "You're  right!"]  But  whenever  and  wher- 
ever thus  charged  upon  due  process  of  law,  I  am  now  here  ready  to 
answer  before  any  civil  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  to  a  jury  of  my 
countrymen  ["Good!"  "You're  right!"];  and  in  the  meantime  to  give 
bail  in  any  sum  which  any  judge  or  court — State  or  Federal — may  affix 
["Bully!"  "That  will  do!"];  and  you,  the  hundred  and  eighty-six  thou- 
sand Democrats  of  Ohio,  I  offer  as  my  sureties.  [ "  G  ood ! "  Applause.  ] 
Never  for  one  hour  have  I  remained  in  exile  because  1  recognized  any 
obligation  of  obedience  to  the  unconstitutional  and  arbitrary  edict. 
Neitherdidpersonalfearever  restrain  me.  ["Never!"  "No!"  "Never!"] 
And  to-day  I  return,  of  my  own  act  and  pleasure,  because  it  is  my  con- 
stitutional and  legal  right  to  return,  ["Hurrah!"  Applause.]  Only 
by  an  exertion  of  arbitrary  power,  itself  against  the  Constitution  and 
law,  and  consummated  by  military  force,  I  was  abducted  from  my  home 
and  forced  into  banishment.  The  assertion  or  insinuation  of  the  Presi- 
dent that  I  was  arrested  because,  as  he  says,  "laboring  with  some 
effect  to  prevent  the  raising  of  troops  and  to  encourage  desertions  from 
the  army,  and  was  responsible  for  numerous  acts  of  resistance  to  the 
draft  and  to  the  arrest  of  deserters,  causing  assassination,  maiming, 
and  murder;"  or  that  at  any  time,  in  any  way,  I  disobeyed  or  failed  to 
counsel  obedience  to  the  lawful  authority,  or  even  to  the  semblance  of 
law,  is  absolutely  false.    ["Good!"] 

I  appeal  for  the  proof  to  every  speech  I  ever  made  upon  those  ques- 
tions and  to  the  very  record  of  tlie  mock  military  commission  by  the 
trial  and  sentence  of  which  I  was  outraged.    Noj  the  sole  offense  then 
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laid  to  my  charge  was  words  of  criticism  of  the  public  policy  of  the 
Administration,  addressed  to  open  and  public  political  meetings  of  my 
fellow-citizens  of  Ohio,  lawfully  and  peaceably  assembled.  And  to-day 
my  only  "crime  "  is,  that  in  the  way  which  they  call  treason  worship  I 
the  Constitution  of  my  fathers.  ["Good!"  Applause.]  But  now  for 
more  than  one  year  no  public  man  has  been  arrested  and  no  newspaper 
sui)pressed  within  the  States  adhering  still  to  the  Union  for  the  expres- 
sion of  jrablic  opinion,  while  hundreds  in  public  assembly  and  through 
the  press  have,  with  a  license  and  violence  in  which  I  never  indulged, 
criticised  and  condemned  the  acts  and  policies  of  the  Administration, 
and  denounced  the  war,  maintaining  even  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  the  recognition  of  Southern  independence.  Indorsed  by  nearly  two 
hundred  thousand  freemen  of  the  Democratic  party  of  my  native  State 
in  the  late  election,  and  still  with  the  sympathy,  thank  God,  and  sup- 
port of  millions  more,  men,  women,  and  children,  I  do  not  mean  any 
longer  to  be  the  only  man  of  that  party  who  is  to  be  the  victim  of 
arbitrary  power.  l/'Good!"  Applause.  "That's  the  way!"  "We'll 
all  back  you!"  "Stick  it  out!")  If  Abraham  Lincoln  seeks  my  life, 
let  him  so  declare;  but  he  shall  not  again  so  restrain  me  of  my  personal 
liberty,  except  upon  "  due  process  of  law."    [Applause.] 

The  unconstitutional  and  monstrous  Order  38,  under  which  alone  I 
was  arrested  thirteen  months  ago,  was  defied  and  spit  upon  at  your 
State  convention  of  1863  by  the  gallant  gentleman  who  bore  the 
standard  as  your  candidate  for  lieutenant-governor,  and  by  every  Dem- 
ocratic press  and  public  speaker  ever  since.  It  is  dead.  From  the  first 
it  was  against  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  without  validity,  and  all 
proceedings  under  it  were  and  are  utterly  null  and  void  and  of  no 
ettect.  The  indignant  voice  of  condemnation  long  since  went  forth 
from  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  and  presses  of  America,  and 
from  all  free  countries  in  Europe  with  entire  unanimity.  And  more 
recently,  too,  the  platform  of  an  earnest,  numerous,  and  most  formi- 
dable convention  of  the  sincere  Eepublicans,  and  still  further,  the 
emphatic  letter  of  acceptance  by  the  candidate  of  that  conven- 
tion, General  John  C.  Fremont,  the  first  candidate,  also,  of  the  Eepub- 
licau  party  for  the  Presidency  eight  years  ago,  when  the  rallying  cry 
was  "Free  speech  and  a  free  press,"  give  renewed  hope  that  at  last  the 
reign  of  arbitrary  jiower  is  about  to  be  brought  to  an  end  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  neither  just  nor  fit,  therefore,  that  the  wrongs  inflicted 
under  General  Order  38  and  tlie  other  edicts  and  acts  of  such  power 
should  any  longer  be  endured.  Certainly  not  by  me  alone.  ["Not  a 
minute!")  But  every  ordinary  means  of  redress  has  first  been 
exhausted,  yet  either  by  the  direct  agency  of  the  Administration  and 
its  subordinates,  or  through  its  influence  or  intimidation,  or  because  of 
want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  civil  courts  to  meet  a  case  which  no  Ameri- 
can ever  in  former  times  conceived  to  be  possible  here,  all  have  failed. 
Counsel  applied  in  my  behalf  to  an  unjust  judge  for  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus.  It  was  denied ;  and  now  the  privilege  of  that  writ  is  suspended 
by  act  of  Congress  and  Executive  order  in  every  State.  The  Demo- 
cratic convention  of  Ohio  one  year  ago,  by  a  resolution  formally  pre- 
sented through  a  committee  of  your  best  and  ablest  men  in  person  at 
Washington,  demanded  of  the  President,  in  behalf  of  a  very  large 
minority  of  the  people,  a  revocation  of  the  edict  of  banishment.  Pre- 
tending that  the  public  safety  then  required  it,  he  refused,  saying  at 
the  same  time  that  "it  would  afford  him  pleasure  to  comply  as  soon  as 
he  could  by  any  means  be  made  to  believe  that  the  public  safety  would 
not  suffer  by  it."    One  year  has  elapsed,  yet  this  hollow  pretense  is 
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still  tacitly  asserted,  and  today  I  am  liere  to  prove  it  unfounded  in  fact. 
["Bully  for  you!"  "We'll  go  with  you!"!  I  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  because  Congress  had  never  conferred 
jurisdiction  in  behalf  of  a  citizen  tried  by  a  tribunal  unknown  for  such 
purpose  to  the  laws  and  expressly  forbidden  by  the  Constitution,  it  was 
powerless  to  redress  the  wrong.  The  time  has  therefore  arrived  when 
it  becomes  me,  as  a  citizen  of  Ohio  and  of  the  United  States,  to  demand, 
and  by  my  own  act  to  vindicate,  the  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges 
which  I  never  forfeited,  but  of  which  for  so  many  months  I  have  been 
deprived. 

Wherefore,  men  of  Ohio,  I  am  again  in  your  midst  to-day.  I  owe 
duties  to  the  State,  and  am  here  to  discharge  them.  I  have  rights  as  a 
citizen,  and  am  here  to  assert  tbem  ["Bully!"];  a  wife  and  child  and 
home,  and  would  enjoy  all  the  pleasures  which  are  implied  in  those 
cherished  words.  ["God  bless  you ! "J  But  I  am  here  for  peace,  not  tur- 
bulence ["Good!"  "Good!"] — for  quiet,  not  convulsions  ["Good!"] — 
for  order  aud  law,  not  auarchy.  Let  no  mau  of  the  Democratic  party 
begin  any  act  of  violence  or  disorder,  but  let  none  shrink  from  any 
responsibility,  however  urgent,  if  forced  upon  him.  ["That's  it!" 
"That's  the  point!"]  Careful  of  the  rights  of  others,  let  him  see  to  it 
that  he  fully  and  fearlessly  exacts  his  own.  Subject  to  rightful  author- 
ity in  all  things,  let  him  submit  to  excess  or  usurpation  iu  nothing. 
Obedient  to  the  Constitution  and  law,  let  him  demand  and  have  the  full 
measure  of  protectiou  which  law  and  Constitution  secure  to  him. 

Men  of  Ohio,  you  have  already  vindicated  your  right  to  liear;  it  is 
now  my  duty  to  assert  my  right  to  speak.  Wherefore,  as  to  the  sole 
ottense  for  which  I  was  arrested,  imprisoned,  and  banished — free  speech 
in  criticism  and  condemnation  of  the  Administration,  an  Administra- 
tion fitly  described  in  a  recent  public  paper  by  one  of  its  early  support- 
ers, as  "  marked  at  home  by  disregard  of  constitutional  rights,  by  its 
violation  of  personal  liberty  and  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and,  as  its 
crowning  shame,  by  its  abandonment  of  the  right  of  asylum,  a  right 
especially  dear  to  all  free  nations  abroad."  I  repeat  it  here  to-day,  aud 
will  again  and  yet  again,  so  long  as  I  live,  or  the  Constitution  and  our 
present  form  of  Government  shall  survive.  The  words  then  spoken 
and  the  appeal  at  tliat  time  made,  and  now  enforced  by  one  year  more 
of  taxation  and  debt,  aud  of  blood  and  disaster,  entreating  the  people 
to  change  the  public  servants  and  their  policy,  not  by  force,  but  peace- 
ably, through  the  ballot,  I  now  and  here  reiterate  iu  their  utmost 
extent,  aud  with  all  their  significancy  I  repeat  them,  one  and  all,  in  no 
s])irit  of  challenge  or  bravado,  but  as  earnest,  sober,  solemn  truth  aud 
wainiug  to  the  people. 

Upon  another  subject  allow  me  here  a  word.  A  powerful,  widely- 
spread  and  very  dangerous  secret,  oath-bound  combination  among  the 
friends  of  the  Admimstratiou,  known  as  the  Loyal  Union  League,  exists 
in  every  State ;  yet  the  very  men  who  control  it  charge  persistently 
upon  the  members  of  the  Democratic  party  that  they  have  organized — 
especially  in  the  Northwest — the  Orderof  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle 
or  some  other  secret  society,  treasonable  or  disloyal  in  its  character, 
affiliated  with  the  South,  and  for  the  purpose  of  armed  resistance  to 
the  authorities  of  the  Federal  and  State  Government.  Whether  any  such 
ever  existed  I  do  not  know;  but  the  charge  that  organizations  of  that 
sort,  or  having  any  such  purpose,  do  now  exist  among  members  of  that 
party  in  Ohio  or  other  nonslaveholding  States,  is  totally  and  positively 
false.  That  lawful  political  or  party  associations  have  been  established, 
having  as  their  object  the  organizing  and  strengthening  of  the  Demo- 
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cratic  party  and  its  success  iu  the  coming  Presidential  election,  and 
designed  as  a  countermovemeut  to  the  so-called  " Union  Leagues," 
and,  therefore,  secret  iu  their  proceedings,  is  very  jjrobable,  and  how- 
ever objectionable  hitherto,  and  in  ordinary  times,  I  recognize  to  the 
fullest  extent,  not  the  lawfulness  only,  but  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  such  organizations — for  "when  bad  men  combine,  good  men  must 
associate."  But  they  are  no  conspiracy  against  the  Government,  and 
their  members  are  not  conspirators,  but  i)atriots — men  not  leagued 
together  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Constitution  or  the  laws,  and  still 
less  of  liberty,  but  firmly  united  for  the  preservation  and  support  of 
these  great  objects. 

There  is  no  doubt  a  conspiracy,  very  powerful,  very  ancient,  and  I 
trust  that  before  long  I  may  add,  strongly  consolidated  also,  upon 
sound  principles,  and  destined  yet  to  be  triumphant — a  conspiracy 
known  as  the  Democratic  party  ["That's  it!"  "Good!"],  the  present 
object  of  which  is  the  overthrow  of  the  Administration  in  November 
next,  not  by  force  but  through  the  ballot  box,  by  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent who  shall  be  true  to  his  oath,  to  liberty,  and  the  Constitution. 
[Loud  ajjplause.]  This  is  the  sole  conspiracy  of  which  I  know  any- 
thing, and  I  am  proud  to  be  one  of  the  conspirators.  If  any  other  exist, 
looking  to  unlawful  armed  resistance  to  the  Federal  or  State  authori- 
ties anywhere,  iu  the  exercise  of  their  legal  and  constitutional  rights, 
I  admonish  all  persons  concerned  that  the  act  is  treason  and  the  pen- 
alty death.  ["Goiu,  sir!"  Laughter.]  But  I  warn  also  the  men  in 
power  that  there  is  a  vast  multitude — a  host  whom  they  cannot  num- 
ber— bound  together  by  the  strongest  and  holiest  ties,  to  defend  by 
whatever  means  the  exigencies  of  the  times  shall  demand,  their  natu- 
ral and  constitutional  rights  as  freemen  at  all  hazards,  and  to  the  last 
extremity.    ["Good!"    Applause.] 

Three  years  have  now  passed,  men  of  Ohio,  and  the  great  issue — con- 
stitutional liberty  and  free  popular  government — is  still  before  yon. 
To  you  1  again  commit  it,  confident  that  in  this  tlie  time  of  their  greatest 
])eril  you  will  be  found  worthy  of  the  ancestors  who  for  so  many  ages  in 
England  and  America,  on  the  field,  in  the  prison,  and  upon  the  scafibld, 
defended  them  against  tyrants  and  usurpers  whether  in  councils  or  in 
arms.     ["  Hurrah  for  Grant!"    Faint  cheers  were  given.] 

Now,  men  of  the  Third  Congressional  District,  permit  me  to  return  to 
you  my  thanks  for  the  renewed  testimonial  of  your  kindness  in  my 
behalf  for  the  appointment  of  myself  as  a  delegate  to  Chicago.  No  con- 
vention of  similar  magnitude  and  importance  has  yet  ever  assembled  in 
the  United  States.  It  is  au  honor  to  be  a  member,  provided  one  does 
his  duty.  I  thank  you.  I  need  not  thank  you  for  your  former  action. 
Repeatedly  and  elsewhere  I  have  made  the  acknowledgment  in  lan- 
guage as  earnest  as  ever  came  from  human  lips.  I  rejoice  to  be  in  your 
midst  today.  Tlie  words  I  have  spoken  to  you  were  maturely  consid- 
ered, and,  so  far  as  1  am  concerned,  they  will  do  good.  If  there  shall 
be  anything  neglected  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  people — not  mine — and 
I  see  from  the  eyes  of  the  men  before  me  there  is  no  intention  to  fail. 
[Shouts  of  "No,  never!"]  The  time  I  thought  had  arrived  when  I  am 
to  speak  for  the  rights  I  have  never  forfeited,  and  rights  which  I  mean 
to  assert;  and  when  the  military  agents  begin  to  arrest  other  men  there 
will  at  least  be  a  unity  of  wrong,  and  one  man  alone  will  not  be  the 
only  victim. 

In  regard  to  the  question  asked  by  many  of  you  today,  "When  I 
arrived  and  how  I  got  here,"  permit  me  to  say,  very  respectfully,  that 
my  own  family  shall  not  know  that  at  present.    All  you  know  is  that  I 
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am  here  [appliiuse] — propose  to  remain  here  [applause]  until  I  am 
called  upon  to  answer  for  my  conduct  under  the  Constitution  and  laws. 
If  it  is  only  a  telegraphic  dispatch,  or  a  mere  scrap  of  paper,  to  give 
myself  up,  I  shall  surrender  myself.  ["  That's  the  doctrine,  I  say  !"J  One 
thing  I  may  say,  though,  that  I  did  not  come  here  in  a  plaid  cap  or 
long  military  cloak.    [Laughter  and  applause.] 

Mr.  McMahon  said  that  to-morrow  Mr.  Vallandigham  would  be  in 
Becker's  Hall,  Dayton,  to  receive  his  friends,  and  in  the  meantime  he 
would  receive  them  socially. 

E. 

Speech  of  Lafayette  Bevelin,  of  Wayne  County,  Ind. 

My  Fellow-countrymen  :  I  did  not  come  here  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  political  speech,  nor  did  I  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  wit- 
nessing so  large  and  so  enthusiastic  an  audience,  and  permit  me  to  say 
to  you,  my  fellow-countrymen,  if  it  was  not  for  the  interest  that  I  feel  in 
civil  liberty  1  would  not  have  responded  to  your  call  at  all.  ["Good ! "] 
I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  who  loves  his  country,  every  mau 
who  loves  civil  liberty,  to  make  every  sacrifice  that  is  honorable  to 
maintain  those  rights  that  our  fathers  gave  in  years  gone  by ;  and  I 
askyou,"Willyounotdoit?"  ["Wewill!"  "Wewill!"]  AndtheDe- 
mocracy  of  Indiana,  wlieii  they  hear  of  Vallandigham's  return,  will 
respond  as  you  have,  and  say,  "  We  maintain  civil  liberty  or  we  die!" 
("Good!"  shouts  and  yells.]  I  know  that  you  will  stand  and  fall  by 
those  constitutional  rights  that  you  and  I  and  Vallandigham  assert  in 
all  their  integrity.  But  a  few  days  ago  when  I  left  my  home  I  went 
to  see  and  visit  the  greatest  man,  in  my  opinion,  that  lives  in  the  land. 
I  visited  him  but  had  no  idea  of  seeing  him  here  to-day.  I  was  thunder- 
struck when  I  heard  that  he  was  in  town,  and  I  scarcely  believed  it.  I 
was  in  Canada  when  I  saw  him,  and  1  remember  how  we  parted.  Said 
he,  "God  bless  you,  and  when  I  meet  you  again  I  hope  I  shall  meet  you 
in  heaven,  or  the  place  I  love  next  best."  I  did  not  expect  to  meet  him 
here,  and  least  of  all  in  the  town  of  Hamilton,  and  if  ever  I  was  happy — 
don't  talk  about  happy — talk  to  me  about  a  man  feeling  good — talk 
about  a  man  feeling  like  if  he  was  going  to  heaven — it  was  when  I 
read  that  dispatch  which  said  Vallandigham  was  within  two  miles  of 
Hamilton.  He  came  here  to — he  lias  done  so,  and  I  don't  know  that  I 
ought  to  talk  to  this  audience  after  Mr.  Vallandigham  has  talked  to 
you.     ["Go  on !"    "  Hurrah  for  Indiana ! "] 

I  would  not  discuss  the  question  to  day  before  you.  It  is  useless.  It 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  ask  you  to  go  back  and  examine  the  political 
history  of  your  country,  but  I  do  ask  you,  my  countrymen,  to  go 
back  for  a  few  short  years  in  seriousness  and  remember  and  call  to 
mind  the  liistory  of  this  country  for  four  short  years.  What  were  you 
as  a  people  four  years  ago?  Happy  and  prosperous.  What  were  you 
as  a  nation?  Hardly  any  other  nation  in  the  world  equaled  you  in 
agriculture  and  in  every  other  species  of  wealth.  We  towered  head 
and  shoulders  taller  than  any  nation  on  earth.  ["  That's  so ! "]  But  after 
three  years  have  passed  over,  what 'are  we  now?  What  American 
heart,  what  Democratic  heart,  what  heart  that  loves  civil  liberty  that 
does  not  now  beat  with  sadness?  What  eye  that  does  not  shed  a  tear 
of  bitterness?  And  what  tongue  that  loves  human  liberty  does  not 
denounce  this  lawless  Administration  ?  None.  Where  are  your  consti- 
tutional rights?    Nowhere,  under  no  circumstances,  where  they  could 
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make  it  an  interest  to  the  negro,  they  did  not  oijenly  violate  the  Con- 
stitution. ["That's  so !"]  That's  so !  You  never  spoke  a  more  truthM 
word  in  your  life.  We  all  know  this,  and  now  we  ask  you  not  to  talk 
what  we  can  do,  but  what  we  shall  do  like  men,  and  wlieu  I  go  home, 
as  I  expect  soon — but  before  I  go  there  I  shall  go  to  the  hall  with 
my  friend  Yallandigham.  Wherever  he  goes  I  am  willing  to  follow. 
His  destiny  shall  be  mine.  And  I  tell  you  that  the  Democratic  party  of 
Indiana  never  felt  so  joyful  as  when  they  heard  that  Vallandigham  had 
come  home.  A  bold,  yet  as  just  an  act  as  ever  was  perpetrated  any- 
where. A  more  truthful,  a  more  just  and  righteous  act,  than  his  coming 
in  your  midst  to-day  unknown,  unprotected,  solitary,  and  alone,  cannot 
be  conceived,  and  I  ask  you,  my  countrymen,  will  you  not  maintain  his 
rights'?  As  old  Abe  Lincoln  says,  "Now  we  are  iu  a  tide  of  blood,  and 
there  is  no  time  to  trade  horses."  So  here,  no  time  to  trade  horses,  no 
time  to  stand  by  the  workshop,  no  time  to  stay  in  your  stores  or  in  your 
oflBces.  If  they  make  the  issue,  are  you  ready?  [Deafening  shouts  of 
"Yes!"  "YesP'l  Then  be  not  imprudent;  cultivate  moderation.  Stand 
alone  by  the  constitutional  rights  that  that  Constitution  gives  to  us 
all.  Let  us  see  a  fair  and  impartial  hearing,  and  whatever  is  just, 
right,  and  honorable  shall  be  accomplished.  If  you  or  I,  my  friends, 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  violation  of  law  let  us  be  arrested ;  but  let  us  have, 
O,  God!  that  constitutional  right  of  being  tried  by  a  jury  of  twelve. 
When  a  civil  writ  issued  by  a  court  is  i)resented  we  will  go  publicly 
and  quickly  without  the  aid  of  the  military  power.  Now,  mark  it  well, 
my  countrymen — 

Stare  death  in  the  face, 
Sbure  your  heart'll  be  aisy, 
If  its  iu  the  right  place. 

And  remember — ^remember  that  we  are  in  favor  of  liberty,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, of  the  Union,  but  that  we  will  under  all  circumstances  resist 
tyranny  and  oppression.     ["  Good ! "    "  Good ! "J 

When  you  have  said  that  you  have  said  all.  But  do  not  only  say  so, 
but  remember  and  stand  firmly  by  that  resolve,  and  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Jackson,  "By  the  Eternal!"  we  will  do  what  we  have  resolve 
to  do.  I  think,  my  countrymen,  I  have  said  enough.  Let  me  say  to 
you  another  word :  No  man  feels  more  hope  than  I  do,  and  I  tell  you  no 
people  will  feel  more  joy  than  the  Democracy  of  Indiana,  and  all  we  have 
to  do  is  to  stand  firm,  true  to  ourselves,  true  to  the  country  and  the 
laws,  keep  sacred  the  ballot — which  we  will  have,  which  we  are  deter- 
mined to  have— and  if  we  have  a  fair  ballot,  remember,  the  Democracy 
will  once  more  triumph.  All  T  ask,  all  I  desire,  all  I  wish,  is  simply  a 
fair,  open  ballot,  and  then  I  will  be  satisfied  with  the  result.  But  if 
we  are  to  be  driven  from  the  polls,  if  we  are  to  be  intimidated,  if  the 
freedom  of  the  ballot  box  is  to  be  destroyed,  let  me  say  to  you  and  to 
my  countrymen  everywhere,  let  us  stand  by  our  rights  till  we  have 
become  abolitionists  or  till  we  become  honorable  men.  I  ask  you  will 
you  do  that?    f"  We  will!"    "We  will!"    Shouts  and  yells.] 

I  thank  you,  and  hope  we  shall  meet  in  heaven.    [Three  cheers.] 

F. 

Speech  of  Mr.  William  Mayo. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  me  at  this  late  hour  to  make  a  speech.  I 
have  had  nearly  enough  today.  It  is  something  I  did  not  expect- 
something  I  shall  put  down  in  my  journal  as  the  most  memorable  event 
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of  luy  life.  I  think  the  issue  lias  come.  1  believe  it  is  here,  and  I  think 
we  have  either  got  to  maintain  it  or  to  fall  right  now  and  right  here. 
Now,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  mistake  the  temper  of  the  Democracy  of 
this  country  or  not,  but  1  will  say  this:  If  we  are  not  ready  now  we  \yill 
never  be.  I  have  been  thinking  for  some  time  past  that  the  turning 
point  was  coming,  and  it  is  now  at  hand,  and  now,  on  the  eve  of  this 
great  Presidential  campaign,  I  am  satisfied  that  American  liberty  is 
cast  in  the  balance,  and  we  have  just  got  to  lose  or  win  ["That's  so!"], 
and  it  is  just  about  time  Mr.  Vallandigham  came  home. 

Now,  my  fellow-citizens,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  am  glad  to  see  you 
here.  I  am  glad  to  see  the  determination  expressed  in  your  faces.  I 
am  glad  to  see  the  enthusiasm  Mr.  VallaTidigham's  coming  has  occa- 
sioned among  you.  I  am  happy  to  know  that  he  has  at  last  come 
among  his  friends,  and  that  from  this  hour  we  are  to  commence  the 
campaign  upon  a  decided  and  specific  understanding  on  the  issue,  and 
tills  being  the  case,  allow  me  to  thank  you  for  calling  upon  me,  and  to 
siiy  to  you  now  that  Mr.  Vallandigliam  having  left,  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  go  on. 


Z5. 

Report  of  William  Jonex. 

Saint  Louis,  June  13,  1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson, 

Provost-Mar (thal-Qeneral  Department  of  the  Missouri: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your 
instructions  I  started  from  this  city  on  a  tour  through  the  counties  of 
Audrain,  Boone,  and  Howard  on  the  22d  of  May.  1  went  irom  here  by 
the  North  Missouri  Eailroad  to  Sturgeon,  and  from  Sturgeon  over  to 
Rocheport,  Boone  County.  From  there  I  went  to  Fulton,  Callaway 
County,  and  remained  there  several  days.  I  then  went  to  Fayette, 
Howard  County,  and  from  there  back  to  Eocheport,  and  returned  to 
Saint  Louis  by  boat. 

On  last  Thursday  night  I  met  with  a  portion  of  Perkins'  company, 
who  were  just  in  from  Price's  army.  Tliere  were  sixty-five  in  all,  but 
I  met  with  only  four — a  portion  of  them.  Tliey  were  in  Howard  County 
after  horses.  Perkins  and  the  balance  of  them — sixty-one — were  in 
the  Persche  Hills,  Boone  County.  They  crossed  the  Missouri  River 
last  Thursday  night  just  below  Glasgow.  One  of  them  crossed  at  the 
ferry  at  Glasgow  and  came  on  to  Fayette,  where  he  was  arrested,  but 
succeeded  in  getting  released,  being  supposed  to  be  a  citizen  of  Lafay- 
ette (>ounty.  They  report  that  Jackman  is  in  Southwest  Missouri  with 
1,000  men;  that  Shelby  is  also  in  the  State  near  the  head  of  White 
River  with  3,500  men ;  that  they  are  sent  forward  by  those  commanders 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  railroads  on  the  north  side  of  the  Mis- 
souri, which  are  the  North  Missouri  and  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph,  to 
prevent  a  concentration  of  troops  when  they  get  in.  They  also  rejiort 
that  Prico  was  closing  up  his  lines,  investing  Steele,  and  that  so  soon 
as  the  issue  was  closed  there  Price  was  going  to  move  on  Missouri 
himself  with  his  army. 

1  find  the  following  are  members  of  the  order  of  O.  A.  K. : 

Callaway  County. — Fulton:  Doctor  Howard,  Mr.  Grant,  druggist; 
Mr.  Whaley,  hotel  keeper.  All  except  Grant  are  now  under  arrest. 
Whaley  was  the  grand  senior  of  the  temple  at  that  point,  and  had  a  list 
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of  tlic  names  of  members  of  the  order,  but  destroyed  it  before  I  got 
there. 

Howard  CoH.n/3/.— Fayette:  Doctor  Callaway  is  the  grand  senior  of 
this  county,  and  missionary;  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Smith,  Bydon  McCreerey; 
the  foregoing  are  the  prominent  names  here.  Franklin  and  vicinity: 
])r.  William  .Jackson,  John  E.  White,  Oscar  E.  White,  son  of  above, 
Judge  William  E.  Heath,  Doctor  Wayland,Merritt  E.  Hughes,  Joseph 
Hughes,  Mr.  Lee,  partner  of  W.  E.  Hughes,  John  Thompson,  Squire 
Cox,  ]{.  H.  Eobinson,  N.  G.  Elliott. 

Boone  County. — Columbia :  O.  Eeavis,  the  grand  senior  and  missionary 
here. 

Audrain  County. — Mexico:  Mr.  Carroll,  a  merchant. 

There  is  a  large  temple  here,  but  I  could  get  but  one  name.  The 
members  of  the  order  are  not  at  all  active,  and  they  are  very  much 
stricken  with  the  arrest  of  the  prominent  members  in  this  city  and  at 
other  places.  They  test  everybody  thoroughly  now  before  receiving 
them.  A  stranger  would  have  a  much  better  opportunity  of  approach- 
ing tliem  than  I  have,  because  they  suspect  me.  They  suspect  me  in 
the  city,  I  have  been  told  by  a  dozen  men  this  morning. 

Eae,  the  liquor  dealer  in  this  city,  is  in  the  order.  He  packed  those 
arms  you  got  from  Douglas.  Colonel  Elliott,  of  Howard  County,  is 
father-in-law  of  Colonel  Neil,  of  Lexington.  He  is  all  things  to  all  per- 
sons at  all  times,  and  he  is  trying  to  make  it  appear  that  I  am  in  this 
business. 

ZC. 

CiNOiNNATT,  Ohio,  June  17, 1864. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  contrary  to  my  expecta- 
tions I  am  still  heie  yet  and  will  not  leave  before  to-morrow.  My 
reason  for  this  delay  has  been  that  I  have  better  assurances  for  ascer- 
taining the  true  condition  of  affairs  here  to-night  than  ever  before.  I 
am  now  writing  at  2  p.  ni.  What  I  shall  state  now  is  the  result  of  last 
night's  gleanings.  I  was  very  fortunate  last  night.  I  accomplished 
much  that  is  of  material  benefit. 

As  I  could  get  McCormick  (whose  Christian  name  is  John  H.,  I 
believe)  only  to  go  so  far,  I  resolved  to  advertise  to  all  the  rebels  who 
visit  the  "lick"  that  Me.  and  I  were  friends.  I  pinned  myself  to  his 
coat  tail  for  three  iiiglits,  talking  very  familiarly  with  him  in  their 
presence.  This  I  designed.  Last  night  I  took  advantage  of  it.  I  had 
been  making  advances  to  several,  none  of  whom  pleased  my  own  mind 
so  well  as  a  Mr.  Baker,  whom  I  have  always  found  there  at  his  post. 
He  is  a  great  devotee  to  party.  Well,  after  making  his  acquaintance 
he  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Shadinger,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Enquirer,  remarking,  as  he  did  so,  that  Mr.  H.  (me)  is  one  of  our  men 
from  Missouri;  you  can  speak  with  freedom.  (Oh,  if  I  have  time,  S. 
is  one  of  my  men.) 

I  told  you  in  my  last  of  the  mystery  about  the  telegraphic  dis- 
patches; that  the  rebels  managed  to  get  all  secret  important  dispatches. 
I  solved  the  mystery  last  night.    Baker  told  me  all  about  it. 

He  has  two  sons  in  the  Union  Line  Telegraph  office  in  this  city. 
One  is  a  messenger  boy;  the  other  is  a  tyro  at  operating.  They  tell 
their  father  everything  of  a  private  and  important  character.  This  is 
one  of  the  important  leaks  in  military  matters  here,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  there  are  others  in  other  offices  here.  There  is  much  corruption 
here,  and  a  little  more  time  would  enable  me  to  develop  much  of  it. 
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This  one  thing  makes  Baker  a  hero  among  the  rebels  of  this  city,  and 
I  think  justly  so.  He  says  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  secret  order; 
told  me  he  would  introduce  me  to  some  members  if  I  would  remain  till 
to-night;  that  there  were  not  many  of  them  yet,  but  increasing;  that 
all  the  butternuts  would  go  with  them  in  defending  Val.  Said  he: 
"  Let  them  attempt  to  arrest  him.  We  have  an  arsenal  here  with  arms 
enough  for  all.  What  would  be  a  few  soldiers?  The  whole  party  here 
is  ripe  for  strife.    He  cannot  be  recaptured." 

He  says,  under  the  plea  of  buying  tobacco,  he  is  going  to  try  to  get 
through  to  Richmond,  V'a.,  by  permission,  as  the  agent  of  a  Mr.  Dicker- 
son  (or  Wilkerson,  I  think),  of  Kanawha,  Va.  iSays  he  has  "scrap- 
book"  in  his  head  for  benefit  of  the  South.  He  told  me  of  important 
military  dispatches,  which  Federal  authorities  little  suspect  as  known 
to  rebels.  He  is  very  bitter.  In  talking  of  revenges  he  remarked, 
"When  this  cruel  war  is  over,  Butler,  Burnside,  and  Hunter  have 
no  point  on  this  continent  that  they  can  call  their  own.  They  will  all 
be  assassinated." 

I  wound  up  with  McCormick  last  night.  The  old  dog  has  never 
opened  to  me  his  store  of  treasures.  I  professed  indignation  at  the 
treatment  I  had  experienced  here.  Told  him  Buckeye  butternuts 
would  not  do;  that  I  had  no  faith  in  Yankee  rebels;  no  sound  men 
were  here;  that  I  desired  to  leave  such  a  place,  and  that  the  quicker 
Val.  got  from  among  so  heartless  a  set  the  safer  he  would  be.  That 
Ohio  would  sacrifice  him  now  as  she  had  once  done.  "Oh,"  said  he, 
"you  are  mistaken.  We  have  sound  men  here  as  ever  lived,  but  they 
want  an  assurance  that  a  man  is  right."  The  greater  the  rebel  the 
more  cautious  he  is.    That  is  the  rule. 

As  I  affected  to  Mo.  to  have  run  out  of  funds  he  gave  me  no  money, 
but  has  kindly  furnished  me,  as  a  rebel,  and  believing  me  to  be  one, 
with  his  finest  specimens  of  tobacco.  He  gave  me  the  first  lot  on  the 
12th  and  the  latter  on  the  15th  instant. 

To-day  I  have  had  another  interview  with  Daniel  Wiehl.  Although 
a  vile  rebel,  I  cannot  refrain  from  admiring  Wiehl.  There  is  no  better 
way,  I  have  found,  to  play  rebel  than  to  spend  money  pretty  freely  for 
a  time  and  then  get  broke.  All  vagrant  rebels  are  beggars.  They 
spend  freely  while  they  have  it.  Wiehl  is  poor  now.  He  had  proj)- 
erty  once.  I  told  him  I  was  going  to  leave  here,  that  I  was  running 
low  in  funds;  that  I  wanted  nothing  from  liini,  but  to  call  on  his  friends 
and  raise  me  enough  to  carry  me  to  Louisville.  The  fellow  was  busy, 
but  pulled  out  $5  and  made  me  take  it.  I  pity  the  fellow  for  his  blind 
devotion.    I  am  to  see  him  again  to-night. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  telling  you  how  unpleasant  this  kind  of  life  is 
to  me.  To  gain  the  confidence  of  men,  however  mean,  however  corrupt 
themselves,  but  to  abuse  it  makes  me  almost  hate  myself,  and  were  it 
not  that  I  feel  that  I  am  doing  a  little  good  for  my  distracted  country 
in  developing  the  schemes  of  these  scoundrels — more  infamous  than 
Arnold  hiniself^no  money  would  hire  me  to  retain  my  position. 

I  saw  a  delegate  here  from  Springfield,  111.,  who  came  to  assure  O. 
that  Illinois  will  stand  by  her  in  the  Val.  matter.     He  was  lionized. 

E.  F.  H. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  18, 1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  U.  S.  Army,  Provost-Marshal- 0 eneral : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  in  concluding  my  investiga- 
tion of  the  condition  of  this  secret  order  iu  this  city,  that  I  am  not 
positive  as  to  its  true  status.    I  have  labored  faithfully  for  over  two 
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weeks  in  tbis  city  in  endeavoring  to  arrive  at  a  definite  conclusion,  bat 
am  not  satisfied  beyond  a  doabt.  I  make  up  my  opinion  now  from 
information  derived  from  intelligent  and  seemingly  perfectly  truthful 
men;  men  who  to  all  intents  and  purposes  have  full  confidence  in  me. 
The  substance  of  all  my  information  is  about  this :  The  organization  is 
here  and  on  the  increase.  They  are  ready  for  any  emergency.  More 
interest  is  felt  in  it  now  than  has  ever  before  been  felt. 

There  has  never  been  much  necessity  for  such  an  order  here.  Had 
they  no  point  of  resort  like  the  Enquirer  office,  it  would,  in  my  opinion, 
have  been  much  more  general.  But  wherein  was  the  necessity?  That 
office  is  the  great  focus  of  evil.  Under  the  plea  of  hearing  the  night 
dispatches  read  they  all  congregate  there.  They  canvass  affairs  and 
do  all  their  plotting  about  that  baneful  office.  The  counting  room  is 
crammed,  the  sidewalk  clogged  up,  but  the  back  rooms  are  where  the 
bullets  are  molded.  There  is  where  the  distinguished  and  dangerous 
rebels meetnightly.  Theycomeandgoiutlock8morelikedeeriua"lick" 
than  anything  I  can  think  of.  Some  remain  late  after  midnight.  Their 
language,  though  seemingly  loyal  to  strangers  and  passers-by,  is  wholly 
treasonable  when  interpreted  by  one  familiar  with  their  meaning  and 
language.  They  have  peculiar  expressions,  which  mean  much  to  rebels 
but  to  no  others.    •    *    » 

Baker  introduced  me  to  a  Mr.  Thomas,  who  seems  to  be  a  leader  of 
tlie  rebels  here,  but  my  acquaintance  was  too  brief  to  elicit  much  from 
him  and  only  confirmatory  of  other  information.  I  am  confident  my 
information  can  be  relied  on.  This  Baker  is  a  dangerous  man,  I  think. 
His  Christian  name  is  Nathaniel.  He  deals  in  coal  about  the  river. 
If  he  is  not  a  detective  I  regard  him  as  the  worst  man  I  have  met 
here.  He  resided  seventeen  years  in  Eichmond,  Va.  He  promised  to 
raise  me  some  funds  to-day.    The  rebels  love  him. 

I  profess  to  have  a  number  of  men  in  Illinois  whom  I  am  anxious  to 
get  through  to  Morgan.  The  rebels  say  go  to  Lexington  via  Louisville, 
report  to  your  friends  there  and  they  will  hire  your  men  out  to  farmers 
till  you  see  a  chance  to  get  out.  When  your  men  get  to  work  they  will 
not  be  suspected,  and  they  can  each  look  out  a  good  horse,  and  when 
ready  all  slide  oft'  together.  They  say  Governor  Bramlette  is  sending 
off  all  able-bodied  negroes  farther  South. 

1  leave  here  for  Hamilton  this  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  H. 

Z7. 

Reniok,  Mo.,  June  8,  1864. 
Colonel  Sanderson: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  at  this  place  yesterday ;  stopped  one  night  in 
Montgomery  County;  found  that  the  order  had  not  progressed  much  in 
that  county.  Several  have  been  arrested  in  this  town  by  Major  Leonard, 
of  Fayette;  they  are  now  on  parole  at  Fayette;  it  has  scared  them  very 
much,  but  I  have  found  out  several  names:  Doctor  Hamilton  (active), 
lienick,  Mo.;  Colin  Williams  (active) ;  Mr.  Jacobs  (active),  Kenick,  Mo., 
merchant;  John  Herrold  (not  very  active),  tobacconist;  Doctor  Calla- 
way (very  active),  Fayette,  Howard  County;  Newton  Duncan,  Fayette, 
Howard  County;  Mr.  Douglas,  clerk  for  Jacobs,  Eenick,  Mo.;  Little 
James  Hardin,  four  miles  of  Kenick ;  William  Elliott. 

If  I  learn  any  more  names  this  evening  I  will  write  to  you  from  Macon 
City;  will  leave  in  the  morning  for  that  place.    The  county  is  said  to 
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be  full  of  bushmen.  Several  miles  from  this  place  Major  Leonard  lias 
Youug  Williams  and  Doctor  Christian  on  parole;  tbey  are  two  bad  eggs. 
I  think  Gratiot  would  be  the  proper  place  for  them.  I  will  write  again 
at  Macon  City. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

WILLIAM  TAYLOE. 

Maoon  City,  Mo.,  June  11, 1804. 
Colonel  Sanderson  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  lierc  yesterday  iind  will  send  you  some  more 
names  that  1  secured  after  writing  my  last:  Mr.  Marshal,  Reuick, 
wagon  maker;  Mr. Marshal, Kenick, blacksmith;  Mr.  Wilcoyen, farmer. 
I  have  not  found  any  here  yet,  but  I  think  probably  I  will.  I  think 
it  best  to  leave  here  this  evening  and  stop  at  Palmyra  until  Monday. 
From  Avliat  iuformation  I  can  gather  I  am  under  the  impression  that 
there  is  no  teui])le  organized  hei'e. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

WILLIAM  TAYLOE. 

Macon  City,  Mo.,  June  13,  186}. 
Colonel  Sanderson: 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  still  at  Macon,  but  will  start  for  Palmyra  in  three 
hours.  I  think  from  all  the  information  I  can  gather  that  there  is  no 
organization  in  this  county.  1  have  learned  three  other  names  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Eenick,  Eandolph  County:  Joseph  Blackford,  farmer; 
Squire  Collins,  farmer,  one  mile  from  Eenick ;  Burrell  Hunter,  farmer, 
three  miles  from  Eenick.  The  latter  named  has  a  son  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, a  bushwhacker.  I  wrote  you  that  John  Herrold  was  not  very 
active.  I  have  heard  since  that  he  is  quite  an  active  member. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

WILLIAM  TAYLOE. 

Palmyra,  Mo.,  June  15,  1864. 
Colonel  Sanderson  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  now  at  this  place;  am  stopping  at  the  National 
Hotel;  proprietor,  Mr.  Overton.  He  does  not  belong  to  the  order  him- 
self, but  his  son  James  does;  also  Samuel  Anderson,  formerly  of  the 
rebel  army,  and  Cai)tain  Pratt.  Those  are  all  the  names  that  I  have 
secured  here  as  yet.  They  are  very  suspicious  of  strangers.  Having 
been  notified  by  some  parties  of  the  arrest  of  Hunt  and  others  they 
look  upon  all  strangers  as  spies.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  a  large 
temple  organized  here,  but  would  take  some  time  to  ferret  out  all  the 
members.  One  would  have  to  get  their  confidence  before  much  can  be 
found  out.  I  shall  leave  here  this  evening  or  in  the  morning.  I  will 
write  again  at  Hannibal. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

WILLIAM  TAYLOE. 

If  you  have  any  orders  for  me,  address  real  name,  Springfield,  111. 

Hannibal,  Mo.,  June  16, 1864. 
Colonel  Sanderson: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  called  to  see  Doctor  Foul  yesterday  evening ;  he  seemed 
to  be  shy.  All  the  lodges  have  stopped  working  here  in  Missouri  for 
the  present — I  think,  forever.    They  all  seem  to  be  shy  of  strangers, 
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and  not  very  communicative.  In  Illinois  I  hope  to  be  more  successful, 
as  they  are  not  so  much  on  their  guard  in  that  State.  I  think  it  is 
nipped  in  the  bud  in  Missouri.  They  all  have  had  news  of  Hunt  and 
Dunn's  arrest,  and  have  been  cautioned  by  some  agent  sent  from  Saint 
Louis  to  be  on  the  lookout;  so  it  seems  to  be  loss  of  time  to  stay  here 
any  longer  than  to  day,  unless  I  could  remain  long  enough  to  gain  their 
conlidcnce,  which  I  have  not  time  to  do. 

Palmyra  is  a  bad  nest.    All  are  very  bitter  against  the  (lovernment, 
and  hope  for  a  raid  into  Missouri;  say  that  they  will  then  all  join  the 
rebel  army,  &c.     I  go  to  Quincy  to-day;  will  write  again  there. 
EespectfuUy,  yours, 

WILLIAM  TAYLOR, 

I  shall  look  for  something  from  you  at  Springfield. 

Quincy,  III.,  June  17,  1864. 
Colonel  Sanderson: 

Dear  Sir  :  1  am  now  at  Quincy.  Have  seen  and  talked  to  James  S. 
Green,  formerly  of  Missouri.  He  says  that  the  Democratic  party  will 
protect  Vallandigham  at  all  hazards,  and  he  is  now  in  Ohio;  but  I 
suppose  you  are  aware  of  that.  Carlin  has  not  returned  from  Spring- 
field— is  there  at  a  convention. 

The  organization  partakes  more  of  the  political  in  this  State  than  in 
Missouri,  and  they  are  much  more  bold  than  one  would  imagine.  Dreed 
and  Lee,  that  you  gave  me  the  names  as  living  in  Hannibal,  are  not 
to  be  found.  The  old  settlers  say  that  there  are  no  such  men  living 
there.  1  did  not  learn  much  in  Hannibal;  they  are  working  with  Illi- 
nois, and  will  do  whatever  they  do.  There  are  two  temples  in  this  place, 
lioth  are  large.    They  say  Anderson  is  grand  worthy  of  one. 

I  start  to  Springfield  this  evening;  will  write  again  there. 
liespectfuUy,  yours, 

WILLIAM  TAYLOK. 

Springfield,  III.,  June  18, 1864. 
Colonel  Sanderson: 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  now  in  Springfield,  but  did  not  get  here  as  soon  as 
I  would  have  liked  to — would  have  preferred  being  at  this  place  during 
the  meeting  of  the  Copperhead  convention — but  think  I  will  do  very 
well,  notwithstanding.  I  have  approached  several  and  have  found 
them  very  communicative.  Their  intention  is  to  defend  Vallandigham 
at  all  hazards.  Their  temples  have  all  passed  the  same  resolutions 
that  the  convention  passed  in  relation  to  him. 

I  expected  to  have  found  a  communication  from  you  here,  but  was 
disappointed.    I   will  remain  here  until  Tuesday;   will  write  again 
to-morrow.    Expect  to  be  able  to  give  you  quite  a  lot  of  leading  knights. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

WILLIAM  TAYLOR. 

Z8. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  OF  Indiana,  Northern  Department, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  5,  1864. 
Capt.  C,  H,  Potter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  this  day  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
file  of  papers  concerning  treasonable  organizations  received  at  depart- 
ment headquarters  from  the  War  Department, 
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I  liave  letters  from  a  deserter  in  Canada,  who  is  well  vouched  for, 
who  is  willing  to  co-operate  with  suitable  detectives,  and  have  a  thor- 
oughly reliable  man,  S.  P.  Coftin,  who  I  wish  to  send  as  soon  as  I  have 
funds.  If  I  could  have  an  interview  with  the  man  signing  himself 
Jones,  or  he  could  be  properly  guaranteed,  and  report  to  me,  I  believe 
it  would  result  in  seizure  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

An  attempt  was  made  a  few  days  ago  to  seize  two  brass  cannon  in 
Illinois,  but  was  thwarted  by  Mr.  TurnbuU,  late  sheriflf,  whom  I 
employed  in  Illinois.  If  you  think  best  I  will  go  to  Detroit  and  have 
an  interview  with  district  attorney  and  Colonel  Smith;  it  would  require 
an  absence  of  thirty-six  hours. 

The  existence  of  tlie  organization  is  a  fact.  The  members  are  decided 
in  purpose.  Some  prefer  to  wait  until  election,  and  by  force  and  dis- 
order attempt  to  carry  their  point  at  the  polls.  But  such  men  as  Col- 
onel Bowles,  of  this  State,  Bullitt,  of  Kentucky,  and  Barrett,  of  Missouri, 
prefer  to  seize  a  tit  time  for  open  disturljance  at  an  earlier  period. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  timely  knowledge  of  their  plans  and  the  gen- 
eral patriotism  of  the  people  will  thwart  them,  but  their  leaders  are 
surely  eudeavoriug  to  educate  their  people  to  the  contingency  of 
actual  war. 

Whenever  a  grand  jury  of  the  Federal  court  meets  I  shall  be  able 
to  make  a  clear  case  against  Colonel  Bowles  of  enlisting  men  for  the 
rebel  army,  secreting  rebel  officers,  and  plotting  war  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, fle  has  full  confidence  in  my  chief  detective,  and  so  has 
Judge  Bullitt,  of  Kentucky,  and  I  am  almost  daily  finding  confirma- 
tion of  their  movements. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  B.  CAERINGTON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District  of  Indiana. 

Hdqks.  Dist.  of  Indiana,  Northern  Department, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  6, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  EosECRANS, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General:  The  following  facts  are  important  for  your  information. 
We  hoped  after  your  telegram  to  the  Governor  that  you  would  visit 
Indianapolis,  when  fuller  information  could  be  given  you : 

Treasonable  societies  are  extending  their  operations  in  the  West 
more  rapidly,  quietly,  and  dangerously  than  last  year.  They  aim  at 
more  positive  results,  and  their  obligations  are  more  treasonable. 

Their  general  outline  is  as  follows:  (1)  Supreme  grand  council  of  the 
United  States.  This  organization  is  both  civil  and  military.  Com- 
mander in  chief,  C.  L.  Vallandigham ;  lieutenant-general,  Bobert 
Holloway,  of  Illinois;  secretary  of  state.  Doctor  Massey,  of  Ohio. 
(2)  State  grand  councils.  These  have  civil  governors,  one  commander- 
in-chief,  and  major-generals.  (3)  County  parent  temples;  brigades  and 
divisions.    (4)  Township  or  subordinate  temples. 

Barrett,  of  Missouri,  is  grand  commander  of  Missouri.  He  was  here 
a  few  days  since  and  took  with  him  the  private  ritual  of  the  order, 
pledging  himself  to  organize  40,000  in  that  State. 

The  sworn  objects  of  this  order  are  revolution  in  favor  of  the  South. 
Their  agents  burn  steam-boats  loaded  with  Government  property,  recruit 
for  the  rebel  army,  and  plot  to  throw  the  North  into  civil  disorder. 
Their  emissaries  are  constantly  passing  from  Canada,  and  our  success 
even  at  Eichmond  and  elsewhere  would  not  be  regarded  by  them  as 
defeating,  but  precipitating  their  plans. 
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I  trust  General  Heintzelman  will  be  here  this  week  for  consultation. 
If  advised  beforehand  I  will  telegraph  you.  If  I  could  meet  you  at 
Terre  Haute  on  Friday  or  Saturday  I  would  go  there  with  Governor 
Morton  and  bring  copies  of  their  books  and  papers.  I  could  not  be 
absent  the  first  of  next  week,  as  the  grand  council  for  this  State  then 
holds  a  secret  session,  and  must  watch  them. 

I  did  hope  to  visit  you  personally  before  this,  and  if  you  cannot  come, 
can  you  not  send  a  confidential  member  of  your  stall'  to  meet  me  here  ? 
With  sentiments  of  strong  personal  regard, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  B.  CAERINGTON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District  of  Indiana. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Indiana,  Northern  Department, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  6, 1864. 
Capt.  C.  H.  Potter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Columbus,  Ohio: 

Captain:  The  revelations  of  the  last  two  days  give  fuller  outline  of 
the  designs  and  operations  of  the  treasonable  societies.  The  opinion 
has  been  entertained  that  the  capture  of  Richmond  and  the  success  of 
Sherman  would  close  tbeir  avenue  to  positive  measures  against  the 
Government.  Their  leaders  claim  differently — that  the  armies  will  all 
be  South,  and  a  revolution  at  the  North  could  accomplish  their  ends  as 
well  as  if  success  were  not  realized  by  the  National  troops. 

I  give  you  a  few  facts  as  succinctly  as  possible,  but  tlieir  importance 
will  warrant  some  detail :  (1)  There  is  a  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  the 
United  States,  with  both  civil  and  military  organization.  The  com- 
mander-in-chief is  C.  L.  Yallandigham.  The  lieutenant-general  or 
deputy  grand  commander  is  Robert  Holloway,  of  Illinois.  The  grand 
secretary  and  secretary  of  state  is  Doctor  Massey,  of  Ohio,  whom  I 
supposed  to  be  the  son-in-law  of  Samuel  Medary,  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
There  are  grand  councils  for  States  organized  in  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Mis- 
souri, and  now  being  organized  in  Kentucky. 

(2)  They  have  commissioned  four  major-generals  for  Indiana,  designat- 
ing which  shall  remain  in  the  State,  while  other  portions  occupy  Louis- 
ville and  Kentucky.  The  senior  major-general  is  William  A.  Bowles, 
who  was  colonel  of  the  Second  Indiana  Volunteers  at  Buena  Vista  and 
disgraced  his  State  in  that  action.  The  others  are  Yagel,  Humphreys, 
and  Milligan — all  rank  blasphemers  of  the  Government.  (3)  There  are 
county  parent  temples  which  have  their  regimental  organizations,  and 
while  sworn  not  to  enter  the  U.  S.  service,  are  sworn  to  respond  to  the 
orders  of  their  military  commanders  "when  ordered  into  active  service." 
(4)  There  are  subordinate  temples  for  townships  also.  I  have  had  the 
constitutions  of  these  bodies  in  my  possession  long  enough  to  make 
copies.  Whatever  they  may  do  or  fail  to  do,  they  are  gathering  into 
their  organization  a  large  number  of  men  who  have  influence  and 
])roperty,  and  are  determined  that  the  present  Administration  shall 
never  hold  power  again — and  that  will  be  settled  by  the  test  of  "which 
party  is  physically  stronger." 

I  quote  from  the  address  of  the  State  commander,  a  copy  of  which  I 
had  made  from  the  original. 

If  numbers,  money,  and  oaths  can  give  them  the  power  and  will  to 
strike  they  are  a  dangerous  body  of  men,  and  it  will  pay  to  be  ferreted 
out.  They  acknowledge  that  the  steamer  Taylor,  loaded  with  Govern- 
ment stores  and  burned  at  Louisville,  was  burned  by  their  order  by  the 
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use  of  phosphorus  and  brimstone.  Doctor  Gatling,  inventor  of  the  gun 
so  called,  is  a  member  of  the  order.  The  jailer  of  the  Louisville  jail  is 
another. 

Ma-ior-General  Lindsey  was  sent  here  on  Saturday  by  Governor  Bram- 
lette  to  consult  as  to  the  matter.  He  feels  assured  that  Morgan  with- 
drew from  Pound  Gap  by  reason  of  word  to  that  effect  sent  from  Indiana. 
I  know  that  the  day  the  telegram  was  received  by  the  Governor  (Mor- 
ton) that  Morgan  was  entering  the  State  of  Kentucky.  Colonel  Bowles 
and  Judge  Bullitt  (Kentucky  court  of  appeals)  at  once  said:  "It  must 
be  stopped,  it  is  premature,  and  will  ruin  us  in  Kentucky."  Bullitt, 
who  is  grand  counselor  of  the  order  in  Kentucky,  took  the  first  traiu 
for  Louisville.  Messages  were  sent  on  the  wires  as  far  east  as  the  line 
is  up  in  Kentucky,  respecting  family  domestic  afi'airs  of  singular  char- 
acter which  were  suspected,  but  not  suppressed  in  time. 

On  the  13th  instant  the  State  council  meet  in  session  here.  They  are  to 
take  steps  looking  toward  the  Chicago  convention,  claiming  that  if 
Eichniond  falls  it  may  precipitate  their  action  while  the  rebels  .still 
have  armies  in  the  field.  I  have  letters  of  Bowies',  addressed  to  his  wife, 
then  at  the  South,  expressing  the  purpose  of  joining  the  rebel  army,  and 
stating  that  he  had  enlisted  men  for  the  rebel  army  and  had  tried  to 
smuggle  through  provisions  to  them. 

Tlie  leaders  in  this  State  have  decided  to  support  Powell,  of  Ken- 
tucky, for  President.  Vallaniligham  has  declined  to  be  a  candidate,  but 
requests  a  place  in  the  cabinet. 

The  foregoing  statements  are  not  rumors  or  gossip,  but  taken  from 
documents  and  reliable  witnesses  who  are  in  the  confidence  of  these  men. 
They  have  the  value  of  coming,  to  the  same  effect,  from  different  direc- 
tions and  through  several  channels. 

On  the  15th  instant  the  Ohio  grand  council  will  be  inaugurated  at 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  that  State  not  yet  being  organized  fully.  The  Indiana 
council  will  not  sit  that  day,  but  the  leaders  will  go  to  Hamilton  for  con- 
sultation. One  question  proposed  for  action  is  whether  to  call  Vallan- 
digham  across  the  border  before  the  Chicago  convention. 

I  recommend  $hat  good,  reliable  men  go  to  Hamilton  and  find  who 
are  the  men  who  figure  there.  I  shall  know  who  go  from  Indiana. 
Governor  Bramlette  proposed  to  arrest  the  leaders  in  due  time,  and  all 
on  the  same  day. 

I  am  checking  the  Kentucky  organization,  which  is  as  yet  in  its 
infancy;  but  several  strong  and  prominent  men  are  in  it  already.  One 
of  the  high  officials  of  the  order  in  that  State  left  this  city  this  morning 
with  the  cipher,  seal,  and  private  books  required  for  use  there.  He  is 
charged  with  its  dissemination ;  but,  being  in  my  confidence,  had  one 
of  his  own  agents,  who  was  sent  to  Henderson,  arrested.  He  came 
here  with  an  order  to  have  put  out  of  the  way  (assassinated)  Detective 
Coffin,  who  was  found  out  through  liis  Kentucky  friends.  This  seems 
hard  of  belief,  but  such  a  resolution  was  adopted  at  Louisville  and 
Judge  Bullitt  furnished  money  for  the  trip. 

I  believe  that  $10,000,  or  even  $5,000,  spent  in  this  work  would  bo 
of  great  utility. 

If  practicable  for  the  major-general  commanding  to  visit  this  city 
this  week,  I  believe  it  would  be  of  service.    Governor  Morton  was 
telegraphed  to  by  General  Kosecrans,  and  he  could  probably  come  also. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  B.  CARRINGTOJSL 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Vohinteers. 
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Z9. 

William  Gr.  Ohebney,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says:  That  he  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  emigrated  to 
Missouri  in  the  year  1855,  and  was  engaged  in  publishing  a  newspaper 
at  Jett'erson  City,  Mo.,  until  May,  1861 ;  that  in  June,  1861,  he  proceeded 
from  Jefferson  City,  by  his  own  conveyance,  to  Memphis,  Teun.,  and 
from  there  to  Kichmond,  where  he  expected  to  pursue  his  avocation  of 
printing.  At  that  time  lie  believed  the  action  of  the  Southern  States 
in  seceding  was  warrantable  and  just,  but  upon  becoming  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  their  objects  and  motives  saw  the  mistake  made,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  some  thirteen  months  returned  to  Washington, 
I>.  C,  under  an  assumed  name,  bringing  with  him  information  to 
President  Lincoln  of  great  importance.  This  information  was  reduced 
to  writing  and  handed  to  the  porter  at  the  W^hite  House  about  the  1st 
of  September,  1861.    Said  letter  was  signed  Wm.  L.  Walker. 

In  said  communication  to  President  Lincoln  he  informed  him  that  he 
could  be  found  at  a  certain  hotel  at  any  time,  if  an  explanation  or  an 
interview  was  desired.  After  the  lapse  of  six  days,  during  which 
no  answer  was  received  to  said  letter  to  the  President,  he  proceeded  to 
Livingston  and  Genesee  Counties,  N.  Y.  Here  he  remained  until  Jan- 
uary, 1863,  sick  most  of  the  time,  and  then  went  to  Albany,  N.  Y.; 
worked  there  at  the  printing  business,  and  from  there  went  to  Few 
York  City,  where  he  was  employed,  first  in  the  Harper's  printing  office 
and  then  in  the  World  office,  wherfe  lie  .vaa  arrested. 

Upon  leaving  Genesee  County,  in  the  winter  of  1863,  he  assumed 
the  name  of  William  E.  Grummond,  to  prevent  his  Missouri  creditors 
from  harassing  and  annoying  him;  that  he  was  arrested  in  November, 
1863,  and  forwarded  to  Missouri,  where  he  has  since  been  a  prisoner  in 
Gratiot  Military  Prison,  charged,  he  believes,  with  bridge  burning;  at 
least  the  body  before  whom  his  case  was  investigated  last  winter  in  this 
city  intimated  that  such  was  the  fact;  that  he  denies  most  emphatically 
and  positively  that  he  had  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  attempted 
destruction  of  said  bridge  spanning  the  Osage  lliver.  He  does  not 
deny  the  fact  of  being  in  that  vicinity  when  the  attempt  was  made, 
but  explains  his  presence  in  that  locality  at  that  time  in  the  following 
manner:  That  at  that  time  and  for  twelve  months  prior  he  had  been 
engaged  in  getting  out  lead  on  the  west  side  of  the  Osage  Kiver;  had 
a  furnace  there,  with  all  the  materials  for  smelting,  &c.,  and,  as  had 
been  his  custom  for  more  than  a  year,  was  present,  superintending  and 
looking  after  his  business.  The  burning  took  place  about  midnight, 
and  could  readily  be  seen  from  his  works.  The  parties  who  participated 
in  that  affair  were  under  the  immediate  direction  and  control  of  Gov- 
ernor Jackson's  adjutant-general,  who,  it  was  presumed,  was  acting 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  Governor. 

That  he  has  never  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but  has  been  willing 
to  do  so  since  his  return  from  Richmond  at  any  time;  that  within  the 
past  four  weeks  he  has  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  fellow-prisoner 
named  Charles  E.  Dunn,  of  the  city  of  Saint  Louis,  who  represents 
that  he  is  deputy  grand  commander  of  a  secret  organization  known  as 
the  Order  of  American  Knights;  that  said  Dunn  has  initiated  him  into 
the  mysteries  of  the  first  degree  thereof  within  the  past  two  weeks  in  the 
hospital  of  Gratiot  Military  Prison ;  that  said  Charles  E.  Dunn  informed 
him  tliat  the  object  was  the  overthrow  of  the  present  Administration 
and  the  installation  of  their  own  party  in  power;  that  a  cessation 
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of  hostilities  is  sought,  and  peace,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution, 
as  they  say,  to  be  immediately  brought  about  with  the  so-called  Con- 
federacy; that  in  order  to  accomplish  the  above  objects  a  revolution 
must  necessarily  take  place  in  the  North,  hence  the  birth  and  existence 
of  the  Order  of  American  Knights;  that  Charles  L,  Hunt  is  the  grand 
commander  of  Missouri,  himself  deputy  grand  commander,  Green  B. 
Smith, grand  secretary;  Doctor  Shore  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
order;  one  Coles,  a  druggist  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Carr  street,  is 
another;  E.  H.  A.  Habeicht,  a  printer,  is  another. 

Dunn  told  him  that  Vallandigham's  return  to  the  United  States  was 
hastened  by  the  facts  that  the  secrets  of  the  order  had  been  divulged; 
that  the  time  fixed  for  his  return  was  to  have  been  the  4th  of  July,  1864, 
but  since  the  secrets  of  the  order  had  transpired  it  had  been  deter- 
mined that  he  should  returu  at  once,  with  a  view  to  hasten  the  revolu- 
tionary movement;  that  his  friends  and  the  members  of  the  order  were 
courting  an  arrest,  and  that  any  attempt  to  accomplish  that  would  be- 
the  signal  for  an  immediate  hostile  demonstration,  that  could  not  now 
take  place  too  soon;  that  Vallandigham  is  the  recognized  head  of  the 
order,  and  is  known  as  the  grand  commander  of  this  order  North;  that 
one  Doctor  Bledsoe  is  the  supposed  traitor,  and  is  followed  by  a  mem- 
ber of  said  order  by  the  name  of  Flynn,  who  is  instructed  to  kill  Bled- 
soe— at  least  so  Dunn  says;  that  there  is  also  an  express  messenger  in 
the  employ  of  the  U.  S.  Express  Company  who  is  suspected  and  fol- 
lowed ;  he  has  been  engaged  in  transmitting,  clandestinely,  arms,  ammu- 
nition, &c.,  to  members  of  this  order  in  North  Missouri  via  North 
Missouri  Eailroad;  that  William  M.  Douglas,  who  recently  escaped 
from  Gratiot  Military  Prison,  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  order,  and 
is  considered  a  desperate  man ;  under  his  supervision  an  attack  upon 
Gratiot  Military  Prison  is  expected  soon  to  liberate  Hunt,  Dunn,  Shore, 
and  others.    So  says  Charles  E.  Dunn. 

That  he  is  confident  that  Douglas  is  still  in  the  city  of  Saint  Louis, 
yet,  possibly,  in  Illinois,  but  thinks  Douglas  with  all  the  escaped  pris- 
oners are  still  in  this  city.  That  Dunn  told  him  that  if  he  could  effect 
his  escape,  to  proceed  on  board  the  steamer  Graham,  report  to  her 
captain,  and  he  would  be  secreted.  That  Mrs.  Dunn  visited  the  prison 
on  the  19th  instant  and  informed  her  husband  that  Douglas  and 
Carlin  and  others  were  safe.  That  Dunn  instructed  him  to  call  on  Mr. 
Habeicht  and  find  out  where  Douglas  was,  and  that  Douglas  would 
secrete  and  protect  him.  If  Habeicht  could  not  be  found,  to  call  on 
Mr.  Coles,  the  druggist  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  he  would  direct 
him  to  the  place  where  Douglas  and  others  could  be  found.  That  the 
barrel  of  revolvers  found  with  Douglas  when  arrested  were  purchased 
in  Saint  Louis  and  originally  came  from  the  Manhattan  works.  So 
says  Charles  E.  Dunn. 

Dunn  told  him  there  were  3,000  men  belonging  to  the  order  in  the 
city  of  Saint  Louis,  and  between  30,000  and  40,000  in  Missouri.  Should 
said  Cheeney  succeed  in  clandestinely  escaping  he  was  desired  to  enter 
into  communication  with  said  Douglas  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating 
with  other  members  of  the  order  in  effecting  the  forcible  release  of  all 
prisoners  of  the  order  confined  in  Gratiot,  or  of  himself  (Dunn)  and 
Smith,  at  such  times  as  they  might  be  called  out  for  examination  or 
trial.  Said  Dunn  also  seemed  to  be,  as  he  asserted,  in  possession  of 
important  secrets  of  General  Rosecrans,  obtained  at  social  evening 
gatherings  by  parties  in  the  confidence  of  members  of  the  order. 
Christian  Kiibbeu  was  mentioned  as  one  of  the  parties. 
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Examination  of  Mary  Ann  Pitman  hy  Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  provost- 
marshal-general  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

Saint  Louis,  June  20, 1864. 

I  re.sided  near  Chestnut  Bluff,  Tenn.,  and  went  into  the  Confederate 
service  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion.  Myself  and  Jjieutenant 
Craig  went  around  and  got  together  enough  volunteers  to  make  up  a 
coini)auy,  which  we  took  into  Freeman's  regiment.  1  was  second  lieu- 
tenant in  the  infantry.  After  the  battle  of  Shiloh  I  commanded  the 
company.  I  took  my  company  then  and  joined  P^orrest's  command,  as 
first  lieutenant,  and  acted  as  such  under  the  name  of  Lieutenant  Eawley. 
While  with  Forrest's  command  I  was,  a  large  portion  of  the  time,  occu- 
pied on  special  service,  much  of  which  was  of  a  secret  character  and  in 
the  performance  of  which  I  passed  in  the  character  of  a  female.  Whilst 
so  employed  I  was  detailed  to  procure  ordnance  and  ammunition,  and 
came  to  Saint  Louis  as  Mary  Hays. 

The  first  time  I  came  here,  which  was  during  the  winter  of  1864,  I 
stopped  at  the  Everett  House.  I  had  been  told  that  the  house  of  Beau- 
vais  would  supply  ammunition  for  the  Confederates.  I  went  there  and 
met  John  Beauvais.  By  means  of  secret  signs,  known  to  those  in  the 
secret,  I  made  myself  known  to  him  and  he  recognized  me.  1  told  him 
I  desired  to  see  hira  at  the  Everett  House  on  business,  and  he  called. 
When  he  called  I  told  him  what  my  business  was  and  what  I  wanted, 
which  was  caps.  I  told  him  that  I  wanted  arms  and  ammunition,  but 
at  that  time  nothing  but  caps.  He  said  he  would  supply  me  with  any- 
thing I  wanted  and  brought  me  $80  worth,  which  I  took  down  the  river 
on  a  boat,  the  name  of  which  I  cannot  remember.  I  landed  at  Ean- 
dolph  and  passed  through  the  Federal  lines  to  Forrest.  The  second 
time  I  came  up  on  the  City  of  Alton  to  Columbus,  and  from  Columbus 
to  Saint  Louis  on  the  Von  Phul.  I  went  to  the  Everett  House  again, 
but  it  was  crowded,  and  then  I  called  at  Beauvais'  office,  after  which  I 
went  to  Barnum's  and  John  Beauvais  came  up  to  Barnum's  to  see  me. 
1  again  told  him  what  the  object  of  my  visit  was,  and  he  brought  about 
the  same  number  of  caps,  two  pair  of  Smith  &  Wesson  pistols,  and,  I 
think,  six  boxes  of  cartridges.  I  believe  that  was  all  I  got  at  that  time. 
1  went  down  on  the  Von  Phul  again  to  Randolph  and  passed  through 
the  lines  to  Forrest. 

I  came  a  third  time;  came  up  from  Randolph  on  the  Hillman,  and 
again  stopped  at  Barnum's.  I  again  sent  for  Beauvais,  and  when  he 
came  told  him  what  I  wanted,  all  of  which  he  brought  to  nie.  He 
brought  $80  worth  of  caps  and  pair  or  two  of  fine  Colt  pistols,  officer's 
belt  and  scabbard,  arms  and  cartridges  for — I  have  forgotten  what 
pistol.  There  were  three  boxes.  The  second  time  I  came  I  got  a  silver 
pencil  and  a  gold  pen,  and  I  got  a  watch  mended — that  was  the  second 
time — I  was  thinking  it  was  the  last  time.  I  got  the  last  time  $80 
worth  of  caps  and  a  pair  of  Colt  revolvers,  officer's  scabbard  and  belt, 
gun,  cloak,  and  leggings. 

At  these  different  interviews  I  made  known  to  Mr.  Beauvais  that 
these  things  were  for  Forrest's  command.  The  first  time  he  said  to  me 
that  they  were  talking  of  conscripting,  and  he  told  me  that  if  they  did 
he  was  going  South;  if  they  did  not,  he  would  not  go,  for  he  could  be 
of  more  service  to  the  Confederacy  heie  than  in  the  South ;  but  if  they 
conscripted  he  was  going,  for  he  never  would  fight  for  the  Federal 
Government;  that  he  was  a  Southern  man  in  principle  and  always  had 


346  PRISONERS   OP   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

been.  He  told  me  he  would  do  anything  iu  the  world  for  the  South, 
and  that  his  father  was  as  good  a  Southern  man  as  he  was,  and  would 
do  anything  for  the  South.  He  asked  me  about  how  the  times  were  at 
the  South. 

The  second  time  I  came  up  I  told  him  about  Forrest  and  Sherman 
having  that  fight,  and  he  was  glad  to  hear  it,  and  rejoiced  that  Forrest 
gave  him  a  thrashing.  He  told  me  if  I  came  there  at  any  time  and  he 
was  away  on  business  all  I  had  to  do  was  just  to  make  known  to  his 
father  who  I  Avas,  and  what  my  business  was,  and  he  would  let  me 
have  anytliing  I  wanted,  and  if  he  could  no'^  supply  it  himself  he  would 
get  it  for  me.  His  father  would  do  anything  1  asked  in  favor  of  the 
South.  He  also  told  me  that  his  father  belonged  to  this  secret  order. 
I  never  have  seen  him  but  twice.  The  last  time  I  was  at  his  store 
after  he  had  been  arrested. 

On  these  trips  which  I  made  I  had  no  interviews  with  the  landlord 
of  the  Everett  House,  nor  did  I  make  known  to  him  my  business  or 
character.  I  had  an  interview  with  Barnum  and  his  head  clerk,  Mr. 
Morrison,  and  1  think  also  the  second  time  I  made  known  my  charac- 
ter to  Barnum,  that  I  was  detailed  by  General  Forrest.  1  knew  him 
because  he  belonged  to  the  same  order  as  i  did.  The  clerk  1  just 
told  my  business.  I  discovered  in  my  interview  with  Barnum  that  he 
was  in  the  same  secrets  as  myself.  His  clerks  were  not,  or,  if  they 
were,  they  would  not  receive  any  recognition  or  give  any.  Yet  tUey 
said  they  were  Southern  men,  and  would  do  all  they  could  for  the 
South.  The  second  clerk  had  been  iu  the  Confederate  Army,  where  he 
was  wounded  and  then  discharged. 

In  going  down  the  river  these  different  trips,  I  made  the  porter  on 
the  Von  Phul  acquainted  with  the  secret  and  he  hid  some  things  for  me. 
So  did  the  porter  on  the  Hillman  and  the  clerk  on  the  Hillman. 
Neither  of  these  men  belonged  to  the  same  secret  order.  The  clerks 
on  the  Hillman  and  Von  Phul  do,  though,  but  the  latter  did  not  con- 
ceal anything  from  me  because  the  porter  did  what  I  wanted,  and  I 
did  not  have  to  call  upon  him.  He  told  me  I  could  go  up  and  down 
on  the  boat  whenever  I  wanted  to,  and  it  would  not  cost  me  a  cent. 

After  my  capture  I  had  an  interview  with  John  Beauvtiis  at  his 
store.  When  1  went  in  he  was  in  the  private  office  back  of  the  store. 
I  went  back  and  spoke  to  him,  and  he  got  up  and  went  back  to  the 
back  part  of  the  store.  His  father  was  selling  some  jewelry  to  a  lady. 
He  spoke  to  me  Jind  asked  me  how  I  came  on,  and  about  how  times 
were  iu  the  South,  and  asked  me  if  I  was  up  on  the  same  business, 
and  I  said  I  was.  He  said,  1  am  sorry,  Mollie,  that  I  cannot  supply 
you  this  time,  for,  he  said,  they  know  just  what  1  have  got  and  my 
lather  and  I  and  the  clerks  are  under  bonds,  and  I  am  not  allowed  to 
touch  or  sell  anything  in  that  line,  but,  he  said,  if  you  will  go  on  to 
Cincinnati  you  can  get  what  you  want  there,  and  as  soon  as  this  thing- 
is  over  you  shall  have  anything  you  want.  I  had  his  picture  with  me 
when  I  was  captured.  I  denied  to  him  that  I  was  at  Fort  Pillow  and 
that  I  burned  bis  picture.  I  did  not  want  to  let  him  know  I  was  cap- 
tured.   The  picture  1  actually  burned. 

1  went  to  this  store  the  last  time  under  the  advice  of  a  Memphis 
detective  with  a  view  to  see  if  he  would  continue  the  sale  after  he  was 
ariested.  I  landed,  on  the  last  trip,  at  llaudolpb.  When  1  got  there 
I  was  not  going  to  Forrest;  I  was  going  to  send  him  those  things, 
which  1  did,  by  one  of  his  officers,  Captaiu  Wright,  and  was  not  going, 
I  was  going  back  to  Saint  Louis.  I  had  sent  him  a  letter  stating  that 
I  had  procured  a  large  quantity  of  caps,  powder,  ammunition,  &c. ; 
that  I  had  employed  Mr.  Williams  to  bring  them  down,    I  was  waiting 
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for  au  order  from  Forrest  to  say  where  he  wauted  them  sent  to.  There 
was  a  large  quantity,  quite  a  wagonload.  I  was  not  going  to  Forrest 
myself  at  all,  but  when  1  got  there,  the  next  day  after  I  had  sent  them 
as  nuiny  as  Captain  Wright  and  his  brother  and  a  negro  boy,  which  he 
owned,  could  carry,  I  sent  word  to  Forrest  I  intended  to  go  right  back 
to  Saint  Louis  as  soon  as  I  coukV arrange  the  business  there.  I  received 
a  dispatch  from  Forrest  ordering  me  to  report  at  his  headquarters, 
about  ten  miles  from  Fort  I'illow.  He  wanted  me  to  take  my  position 
in  the  held,  as  he  said  he  would  rather  detail  ten  of  his  best  officers  for 
this  business  than  lose  my  services  at  that  time.  So  I  started  on  a 
mule  and  was  captured.  Somebody  told  on  me.  They  had  something 
in  the  papers  about  my  being  captured — taking  an  ofiQcer's  horse  away 
and  threatening  to  shoot  him — which  was  all  false.  I  was  taken  from 
the  place  where  I  was  captured  to  Fort  Pillow.  I  was  captured  about 
five  or  six  miles  from  Fort  Pillow  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Green,  a  Southern 
man.  I  was  there,  I  think,  three  days;  two  or  three,  I  am  not  certain 
which. 

While  I  was  at  Fort  Pillow  I  was  standing  one  day  some  distance 
from  headquarters,  and  there  was  a  gentleman  came  up  behind  me, 
slapping  me  on  the  shoulder  and  asked  if  he  had  the  honor  of  meeting 
Lieutenant  Kawley.  1  said  yes.  He  said  that  Forrest  was  coming  here 
with  4,000  men  to  take  the  place  and  he  was  going  to  take  it  if  it  took 
every  man  he  had,  and  he  would  learn  them  how  to  arrest  women — he 
would  teach  them  a  lesson.  I  did  not  know  the  man,  though  his  face 
looked  familiar.  He  turned  right  away  and  I  went  right  into  the  ofBce 
at  headquarters;  a  short  time  afterward  he  came  in.  He  wanted  a  pass 
to  go  out,  and  a  Tennessee  soldier  who  came  with  him  into  the  office 
vouched  for  his  loyalty.  As  Colonel  Booth  was  making  out  a  pass  for 
him,  1  slapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  when  he  turned  around  and  said: 
"Must  I  grant  this  pass,  Mollie,  or  must  I  not?"  I  said,  "Use  your  own 
judgment,  colonel;  you  know  your  own  business  best.''  He  issued  the 
l)ass  and  the  man  went  out.  After  the  man  was  gone  I  told  Colonel 
Booth  what  I  had  heard;  that  Forrest  was  coming  in  a  few  days  with 
4,000  men,  and  he  would  undoubtedly  take  the  place  if  he  made  the 
attempt.  My  advice  was  to  evacuate  the  fort  or  re-enforce  it  at  once, 
for  if  Forrest  did  get  possession  the  Federal  forces,  and  especially  the 
officers,  would  be  badly  used.  He  told  me,  "Mollie,  now  make  your 
l)reparatiou  to  go  to  Memphis  this  evening,  for  I  be  damned  if  he  shall 
have  you."  He  then  told  the  captain  of  Gun-boat  No.  7  to  stop  the  first 
boat  that  came  down,  or  sink  her.  I  went  to  Memphis  and  the  fort  was 
taken  the  next  day  or  day  after — I  think  the  day  after. 

Before  my  capture  my  mind  and  feeling  had  undergone  a  very  material 
change  from  what  they  were  when  I  started  out  in  the  war  as  to  the 
character  of  the  Northern  people  and  soldiers  and  the  merits  of  the 
controversy  involved.  1  started  out  with  the  most  intense  feelhigs  of 
prejudice  against  the  Northern  people.  I  regarded  all  I  had  heard 
as  to  their  views,  character,  and  purposes  to  be  true,  but  my  intercourse 
with  such  as  came  into  our  possession  during  my  service  in  the  Confeder- 
ate Army,  and  especially  my  trip  to  Saint  Louis,  convinced  me  of  my 
error  in  this  respect.  I  found  the  Union  officers  and  soldiers  not  to  be 
the  desperadoes  which  I  had  been  taught  to  believe  them  to  be.  At 
Saint  Louis  1  found  business  Hourishing,  people  thriving,  and  every- 
thing so  entirely  diflerent  from  the  condition  of  things  in  the  South  and 
from  what  I  had  supposed  to  be  that  my  observations  could  not  help 
but  make  an  impression  ujjon  my  mind.  While  it  had  not  for  a  moment 
the  ettect  of  inducing  even  a  thonght  in  me  to  desert  the  Confederate 
service,  and  thus  be  guilty  of  a  dishonorable  act,  it  had,  nevertheless. 
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tlie  effect,  as  I  have  already  stated,  of  materially  changing  my  views  and 
feelings.  This  was  the  condition  of  my  mind  when  I  was  captured,  and 
I  accordingly  immediately  resolved  to  perform  an  honorable  part  and  do 
nothing  to  discredit  or  disgrace  my  name.  While  satisfied  that  I  had 
been  performing  services  which  placed  my  life  at  the  mercy  and  dis- 
posal of  the  Federal  Government,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  tell  the  truth 
and  do  what  I  could  to  atone  for  the  past,  and  resolved  to  throw  myself 
upon  the  Government.  I  resolved,  be  the  result  with  me  personally  what 
it  might,  never  to  return  to  the  Confederate  service  and  continue  my 
former  career.  I  accordingly,  immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Fort  Pillow, 
gaye  such  information  as  I  could  to  vindicate  my  personal  integrity  and 
show  the  authorities  my  determination  to  act  in  good  faith.  Acting  under 
this  determination,  I  at  once  disclosed  such  information  as  I  believed 
to  be  of  important  use  to  the  Federal  authorities.  I  informed  them, 
without  reserve,  of  all  I  had  done  myself,  and  also  stated  to  Colonel 
Booth  that  if  he  would  send  me  with  an  ofiBcer  and  adequate  force  I 
would  be  able  to  place  him  in  possession  of  General  Forrest  as  a  pris- 
oner in  a  short  time.  I  knew  him  to  be  that  night  within  ten  miles  of 
the  fort,  and  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  enabling  Colonel  Booth,  by 
adopting  my  advice,  to  have  taken  Forrest,  for  I  knew  him  to  be  away 
from  his  command  at  a  place  designated,  where  he  was  to  meet  me  on 
my  return.  He  was  to  have  met  me  there  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
my  uniform  and  horse,  which  he  could  not  trust  to  another,  so  that  1 
might  change  my  female  apparel  and  reassume  the  character  of  Lieu- 
tenant Rawley.  Colonel  Booth  seemed  to  believe  me,  and  was  anxious 
to  carry  my  proposition  out;  yet  he  feared  and  hesitated,  and  after  a 
considerable  consultation  with  other  officers,  finally  resolved  not  to 
venture  on  it. 

After  my  arrival  at  Memphis  I  made  known  to  the  oflScers  what  I  had 
already  disclosed  to  Colonel  Booth.  Among  the  rest,  I  gave  them  an 
account  of  my  visits  to  Saint  Louis  and  the  purposes  for  which  I  went 
there,  which  led  them  to  send  me  here. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  a  secret  organization  which  enables 
strangers  to  meet  and  recognize  each  other  as  belonging  to  it.  Will 
you  please  give  me  the  name  of  it? 

Answer.  I  kuow  of  such  an  oi|;anization,  but  it  is  known  by  different  names. 
Tbe  members,  by  whatever  name  known  in  different  sections,  are  enabled  to  know 
and  recognize  eacb  otlier  by  one  and  the  same  means. 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  order? 

Answer.  I  am;  but  it  is  proper  to  add  tliat  at  the  last  meeting  which  I  attended 
they  passed  an  order  which  I  consider  as  utterly  atrocious  and  barbarous,  so  I  told 
tlieiu  I  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  it.  They  then  made  me  take  an  oath 
never  to  reveal  what  I  know  of  it. 

Question.  Are  the  officers  of  the  Confederate  Army  generally  mem- 
bers of  the  order? 

Answer.  They  are. 

Question.  Have  you  aiiy  knowledge  whether  President  Davis  and 
the  several  officers  of  the  Confederate  Government  are  members  of  the 
order? 

Answer.  I  know  Diivis  is,  but  I  cannot  say  whether  the  rest  are  or  not. 

Question.  How  long  ago  did  you  become  a  member  of  it? 

Answer.  Well,  it  has  been  souiething  near  two  years.     I  think  about  that. 
Question.  Is  there  a  Northern  and  a  Southern  sisctionof  the  order? 
Answer.  There  is. 
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Question.  Have  you  any  objection  to  giving  the  names  of  the  heads 
of  the  two  sections? 

Answer.  Vallandighaiu  is  tlie  head  mau  iu  the  North,  and  Price  is  the  head  mail  in 
the  South. 

Question.  What  are  they  called — supreme  coinmandersT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  means  furnished  by  this  order  for  communica- 
tions passing  between  the  two  supreme  commanders  to  and  from  each 
other? 

Answer.  There  are. 

Question.  Persons  constantly  passing  to  and  fro  for  that  purpose? 

Answer.  There  are. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  officers  or  soldiers  of  the 
Federal  Army  belonging  to  the  Northern  section  of  the  order? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  never  had  any  talli  ■witli  but  one.  I  met  with  one 
officer,  but  X  have  heard  Forrest  say  there  were  quite  a  number  of  them.  I  was 
telling  Forrest  that  I  had  captured  a  lieutenant  who  belonged  to  this  order,  and  that 
limmediately  turned  him  loose.  Forrest  said  that  was  exactly  right;  that  he  had 
captured  many  of  them  and  turned  them  loose — most  of  thcui  were  officers,  but  one 
or  two  were  private  soldiers. 

Question.  Did  he  give  a  reason  why  it  was  right — what  the  object 
was? 

Answer.  Well,  no;  he  did  not.     He  know  I  know  that. 

Q.  Was  not  one  reason  because  you  thought  he  could  be  of  more 
service? 

Answer.  Certainly.  I  knew  he  could  do  us  more  scrvii^e  in  the  Federal  Army,  and 
I  knew  he  would  do  us  no  harm.  I  could  not  have  captured  hini  ur  any  of  his  men 
that  day  if  he  had  not  led  them  right  in. 

Question.  Is  the  Confederate  Army  kept  advised  of  the  views,  pur- 
poses, and  movements  of  the  Federal  armies  and  Government  by  means 
of  communications  passing  between  the  supreme  commanders  of  the 
Northern  and  Southern  sections  of  the  order? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  Are  Southern  Confederate  oflQcers  thus  put  in  possession 
of  important  information  of  movements  of  the  Federal  Government  or 
armies  in  advance  of  their  execution? 

Answer.  They  are. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  knowledge,  of  your  own  or  from  hearsay,  of 
this  order  having  agents  at  Washiugtou,  professing  to  be  loyal  Union 
men,  who  does  obtain  important  information,  which,  through  the  means 
furnished  by  the  order,  is  immediately  communicated  to  the  Confederate 
Government  or  its  army  commanders? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  have  heard  it  spoken  of,  and 
I  almost  know  it  to  be  so. 

Question.  You  have  heard  Forrest  speak  of  it? 

Answer.  Yes;  I  have  heard  Forrest,  and  not  only  him,  but  I  have  heard  others. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Treasury  notes  being  furnished  to  the 
Confederate  Government  through  the  means  which  this  order  furnishes 
for  communication  between  the  North  and  South  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge,  but  I  know  that  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment has  usually  an  abundant  supply  of  greenbacks  to  furnish  for  raids  and  other 
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purposes  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  use  thnt  kind  of  money.  I  Isnow  this,  liecauso 
on  one  occasion  it  became  necessary  for  nie  to  have  some,  and  I  called  the  attention 
of  General  Forrest  to  it.  He  told  me  that  in  a  few  days  he  wonld  have  an  abundance. 
A  few  days  afterward  I  called  to  see  him  and  he  furnished  me  what  I  needed.  At 
the  same  time  he  showed  me  a  letter,  which  I  read.  It  was  dated  at  Washington 
and  purported  to  be  signed  by  one  Chase  and  addressed  to  General  Forrest,  in  which 
the  latter  was  informed  that  $20,000  had  been  forwarded  to  President  Davis  at  Rich- 
mond for  $900  in  gold.  The  letter  went  on  to  say  that  Chase  had  advised  President 
Davis  that  he  would  furnish  him  with  as  many  greenbacks  as  he  wished  at  the  rate 
of  $4  for  $1  in  gold.  When  I  road  this  letter — it  being  signed  by  Chase — I  wiis  under 
tlio  impression  that  it  was  Chaso.,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  it  was  only  an 
impression  and  nothing  that  Forrest  Jiad  said  about  the  person.  There  was  an  officer 
waiting  .at  the  time  to  see  Forrest,  and  he  told  me  that  at  some  other  time,  when  more 
at  leisure,  he  would  tell  me  all  about  this  man  Chase;  that  he  was  an  important 
man — one  of  our  head  and  leading  men  at  Washington,  and  .a  member  of  the  order. 
I  knew  he  was  a  member  of  the  order,  for  the  signs  of  it  were  in  the  letter. 

Question.  Was  there  a  general  understanding  among  the  members 
of  the  order  in  the  Southern  army,  just  about  tlie  time  you  left,  as  to 
what  the  members  of  the  order  in  the  Northern  section  would  do  during 
the  present  summer? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  "Was  there  also  a  general  understanding  among  theofBcers 
and  members  of  the  order  in  the  South  as  to  what  the  movements  of 
the  Federal  Government  and  armies  would  be  during  the  present 
summer? 

Answer.  There  was. 

Question.  Was  it  in  contemplation  to  make  a  simultaneous  demonstra- 
tion by  the  Southern  armies  upon  Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  cro.ssing 
the  Ohio  Elver  into  Ohio  and  by  the  trans-Mississippi  ijortion  of  the 
Confederacy  into  Missouri? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  About  what  time  was  this  to  be  be  done? 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  to  begin  about  the  Fourth  of  July.  That  was  the  under- 
standing then. 

Question.  Was  there  a  general  understanding  and  expectation  that 
about  the  time  such  demonstration  was  to  be  made  there  was  to  be  a 
like  demonstration  by  the  members  of  the  Northern  section  of  the 
order,  with  a  view  of  ])roducing  anarchy  in  the  Northern  States  and 
aiding  the  movements  of  the  Southern  armies  ? 

Answer.  There  was. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  the  general  understanding 
among  the  members  of  the  order  in  the  South  of  how  that  Northern 
demonstration  was  to  commence? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have.     Of  course,  I  know. 

Question.  How  was  it  to  be  done? 

Answer.  Well,  Vallandigham  was  to  be  at  Chicago  at  this  meeting  that  is  to  be 
held  there.  He  was  to  meet  there  and  make  a  speech,  and  they  were  to  rise  np  then, 
and  from  that  they  were  to  rise  all  over  the  State.s  wliere  the  order  existed. 

Question.  Is  it  not  to  produce  a  counter  revolution  in  the  North  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  opinion  entertained  in  the  South  of 
Vallandigham? 

Answer.  Well,  they  know  that  he  is  a  Southern  man  in  principle,  and  will  do 
everything  he  can  for  the  South.  They  believe  it,  and  they  will  just  do  anything 
for  him. 
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Question.  Have  Southern  members  of  the  order  information  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  order  in  the  free  States? 

Auswer.  Yes;  they  have. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  estimate  of  its  strength  in  ditterent 
localities? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  oxiic.tly.  I  could  not  tell  yon  without  I  could  .see 
tlic  liuoks.     I  did  know,  hut  I  do  not  remoniher  now. 

Question.  Known  to  be  strong? 

Answer.  Oli,  yes.  Quito  ii  majority  among  the  Southerners.  They  know  just 
exactly  its  condition. 

Question.  Are  they  kept  advised  of  all  its  movements? 

Answer.  Yes;  they  are. 

Question.  Were  there  any  definite  plans  for  operation  when  this  rise 
of  the  members  of  the  order  in  the  North  sliould  take  jilace? 

Answer.  Yes  It  was  understood  that  the  making  of  the  speech  hy  Vallandig- 
ham,  at  Chicago,  is  to  be  the  signal,  and  members  are  to  meet  in  their  lodges 
throughout  the  States  that  day  or  night,  organized  and  armed,  and  are  to  seize  and 
bold  or  kill  the  principal  oHiccrs,  such  as  commanders  of  departments, di8tricts,and 
posts,  and  then  seize  all  the  forts,  strong  points,  arms,  ammunition,  stores,  &c., 
and  obtain  and  hold  the  control  of  public  matters.  The  justiKcation  of  all  this  is 
to  be  put  upon  these  grounds:  The  members  are  to  say  A'allandigham  was  resisted 
and  .abused,  which  tliey  Avere  determined  not  to  submit  to,  but  resist  and  take  mat- 
ters and  thing.s  in  their  own  hands. 

Question.  Was  there  a  general  understanding  and  policy,  acted  upon 
by  the  Confederate  commanders,  to  have  a  number  of  spies  within  our 
lines  by  giving  them  leaves  of  absence  or  furloughs  to  go  home  into 
the  States  in  which  their  families  reside? 

Answer.  Yes ;  there  was. 

Question.  Did  such  men,  so  permitted  to  go  home,  get  instructions 
from  some  officers  as  to  their  mode  of  procedure  successfully  to  pass 
through  the  lines  and  not  to  be  molested  after  reaching  home? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  In  what  way? 

Answer.  They  were  fust  to  go  in  as  deserters  and  take  the  oath,  and  then  they 
were  til  proceed. 

Question.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  sucli  instructions 
being  given? 

Answer  1  have.  I  he.ird  them  given  myself,  .and  have  known  them  to  bo  sent  in 
for  th:it  purjiose.  1  heard  afterward  th.at  they  succeeded  in  what  they  undertook 
to  do,  but  I  never  saw  them  take  the  oath.  I  have  seen  them  after  they  had  taken 
it  and  returned. 

Question.  That  was  a  general  rule,  was  it  not? 

Answer.  Yes. 

(Question.  General  understanding? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Confederate  Armj'  and  serv- 
ice, what  number  of  men  out  of  every  ten  would  come  into  our  lines 
in  the  West  here  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance?  What  number  out 
of  every  ten,  is  it  your  judgment,  come  with  an  honest  intention  of 
remaining  here  as  loyal  citizens? 

Answer.  I  would  not  vouoli  for  one,  because  them  that  don't  return  to  the  Confed- 
erate Army  do  you  more  harm  than  they  could  by  fighting  against  you  in  the  field. 
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Question.  Was  there  a  general  understanding,  and  was  it  carried  out, 
to  let  as  many  of  that  class  of  Confederate  soldiers  pass  through  the 
lines  as  possible  during  the  spring;  and,  when  once  within  our  lines, 
what  were  they  to  do  when  this  general  revolt  took  place? 

Answer.  Well,  they  were,  of  course,  to  join  the  members  of  this  order. 

Question.  Well,  was  it  the  policy  to  send  as  many  as  possible! 

Answer.  Why,  certainly. 

Question.  And  they  were  to  assist? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  Was  that  talked  about? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  And  understood? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  You  have  already  stated  that  you  were  imprisoned  at 
Memphis.  From  your  observations  there  did  you  discover  any  known 
officers  in  command  there  who  had  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of 
this  order? 

Answer.  I  did  not  recognize  any. 

Question.  Your  judgment  was  that  they  were  in  profound  ignorance? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  it  there? 

Answer.  I  did.  I  saw  the  Confederate  soldiers  giving  the  signs  to  persons  on  the 
streets  and  conversing  with  each  other.  Doctor  Goff,  the  surgeon,  saw  the  same, 
but  be  did  not  know  what  it  meant.  He  asked  me  what  it  was.  All  I  said  was 
they  had  better  put  a  stop  to  it. 

Question.  From  youi  knowledge  and  observation  while  at  Memphis, 
have  you  reason  to  believe,  or  do  you  know,  that  any  Union  soldiers, 
on  or  oflduty,  were  waylaid  and  killed  by  members  of  this  order? 

Answer.  1  do  know  of  some  that  were  on  duty. 

Question.  Sentinels? 

Answer.  They  Averc  on  duty  as  pickets. 

Question.  Did  the  officers  under  whose  command  they  were  seem  to 
have  any  idea  that  they  were  thus  picked  ofl"  in  that  way? 

Answer.  No;  they  did  not.  I  did  not  see  him  or  hear  him  talk  about  it,  but  I 
heard  outside  that  it  was  done  by  some  white  men  disguised  as  negroes.  The  Fed- 
eral officers  believed  it  was  done  by  some  of  their  own  soldiers.  They  did  not 
mistrust  that  it  was  done  by  members  of  the  order.     I  know  how  it  was  done. 

Question.  You  had  information  that  enabled  you  to  know  how  they 
were  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Is  it  a  part  of  the  obligations  or  understanding  of  this 
order  to  pick  off  Union  officers  and  soldiers,  or  loyal  men  that  are  con- 
sidered important  or  influential,  whenever  it  can  be  done  by  stealth? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  other  than  that  in  relation  to  a 
case  at  Memphis  of  suck  things  having  been  done? 
Answer.  I  have— not  at  Memphis,  though. 
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Questiou.  Ofteu'? 

Answer.  Well,  not  very,  but  would  have  been,  I  suppose,  if  there  had  been  oppor- 
tunity.    They  have  kept  this  thiug  very  dark. 

Question.  Uave  you  any  knowledge,  either  of  your  own  or  hearsay, 
general  uuderstandiug,  that  members  of  the  order  are  to  be  found 
among  officers  or  privates  belonging  to  the  Union  Army,  who  either  lead 
our  men  into  ambush,  or  places  where  they  may  be  taken  or  killed,  or 
of  killing  our  own  men  themselves  when  occasion  offered? 

Answer.  I  have  both. 

Question.  Are  these  persons  belonging  to  the  order,  who  pass  back- 
ward and  forward  through  the  lines,  between  the  two  supreme  com- 
manders, known  to  the  members  of  the  order? 

Answer.  Not  to  all  of  them. 

Question.  Known  to  some? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  last  meeting  you  attended  that  proceed- 
ings had  taken  place  which  you  regarded  as  so  outrageous  that  you 
had  given  them  notice  of  your  determination  to  wash  your  hands  of 
them,  and  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  the  lodge.  Have  you  any 
objection,  without  going  into  the  circumstances,  to  give  the  reasons 
why  their  course  so  revolted  you  ? 

Answer.  Well,  some  of  the  reasons  why  was  because  their  action  contemplated 
robbery,  murder,  and  almost  anything  else  that  was  mean,  dishonorable,  criminal, 
and  despicable. 

Question.  Members  of  this  order  from  whatever  section  can  and  do 
make  themselves  known  in  the  streets  or  in  public  with  perfect  safety? 

Answer.  Yes;  they  can. 

(Question.  And  I  could  not  tell,  or  anybody  else  who  did  not  know, 
anything  about  it? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  There  are  various  degrees  of  the  order,  are  there  not? 

Answer.  Yes;  there  are. 

Question.  Are  many  of  those  having  the  first  degree  received  into 
the  highest  degrees? 

Answer.  Not  a  great  many — only  a  few. 

Question.  Is  it  a  part  of  the  duty  of  a  member  of  the  order  that  he 
should  be  armed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  that  he  should  be  armed  all  the  time,  provided  there  is  not 
some  confusion  made  in  some  way,  so  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  conceal  his  arms. 

Question.  But  he  should  carry  them? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Is  the  list  of  members  of  a  lodge  gotten  up  in  such  a  way  as 
to  be  the  same  as  a  muster-roll  to  indicate  what  arms  each  member  has? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  Does  the  list  of  members  use  a  heading  different  from  what 

it  really  means  ? 

Answer.  The  list  of  members  of  a  lodge  is  in  the  nature  of  a  muster-roll,  showing 
the  arms  and  the  ammunition  of  each  member,  but  disguised  so  that  no  one  not  a 
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niomber  would  know  its  meiiniiig,  but  take  it  for  a  list  of  inemburs  of  a  library  or 
any  other  association  it  might  purport  to  be. 

Question.  Are  mails  carried  by  means  of  this  order  between  the  two 
sections  U 

Answer.  Well,  the  m.ails  are  generally  carried  by  men  selected. 
Question.  Well,  are  members  of  this  order  generally  selected  ! 

Answer.  Sometimes — generally  they  are.  When  any  important  letters  or  dis- 
patches have  to  go,  members  of  this  order  are  always  selected  to  carry  them. 

Question.  Had  you  any  idea,  before  I  spoke  to  you,  that  anybody 
outside  of  the  order  had  any  knowledge  of  it? 

Answer.  No;  I  never  was  so  surprised  in  my  life.  I  did  not  think  any  one  in  the 
world  had  any  knowledge  of  it;  only  those  who  were  members  of  it.  It  confused 
me  at  first,  and  I  could  not  have  lied  to  you  if  I  wished.  If  I  had  beeu  prepared  for 
it  I  might  have  said  no  and  passed  it  off. 

Question.  Were  you  satisfied  at  once  that  I  had  a  knowledge  of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  1  give  any  signs  correctly  ? 

Answer.  You  did. 

Question.  From  what  you  know  of  the  feeling  and  temper  and  general 
disposition  of  the  members  of  the  order,  do  you  believe  that  they  would 
either  carry  out  their  measures  upon  a  member  of  the  order  that  disclosed 
it  to  me,  or  upon  myself,  if  an  opportunity  offer  to  assassinate? 

Answer.  If  they  conltt  murder  you  secretly  I  know  they  would  do  it,  and  especially 
a  member  of  the  order  who  would  reveal  the  secret.  I  know  they  would.  I  do  not 
think  they  would  come  out  boldly,  but  if  th(!y  could  do  it  secretly  they  would  surely 
take  your  life,  if  an  opportunity  that  would  be  prudent  and  safe  should  be  presented. 

Question.  Have  members  of  the  order,  those  who  are  acting  members 
in  the  South,  a  knowledge  who  the  grand  commanders  in  the  different 
States  in  the  North  are  ? 

Answer.  They  have. 

Question.  Are  any  of  them  South  in  communication  with  them,  as 
well  as  the  supreme  commanders? 

Answer.  No,  not  so  much. 

Question.  Communications  pass  between  the  supreme  commanders? 

Answer.  The  grand  commanders  of  the  Northern  States  communicate  with  the 
supreme  commander  North,  and  the  same  plan  is  pursued  at  the  South. 

Question.  Then  they  have  in  each  State  a  grand  commander? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  The  order,  then,  is  really  and  substantially  a  military 
organization  ? 

Answer.  It  is  nothing  else. 

Question.  Without  the  existence  of  such  an  organization  North  could 
this  rebellion  be  carried  on  as  it  has  beeu  ? 

Answer.  It  could  not. 

Question.  Has  it  ciphers  for  communications  as  well  as  signs? 

Answer.  It  has. 

Question.  Who  is  Oliver  Forrest? 

Answer.  He  is  a  leading  man  of  the  order  in  Tennessee,  and  very  frequently  car- 
ries communications  from  Price  to  Vallandigham,  the  two  supreme  commanderH, 
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When  tbey  join  this  order  they  take  an  oath  before  tliey  will  receive 
them  higher  than  the  first  and  second  degrees— before  they  let  them 
know  anything  about  the  secrets— they  take  an  oath  that,  if  they  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  military  they  are  to  swear  point  blank  to  the  con- 
trary every  time  they  ask  anything  about  this  order. 

I  am  not  only  willing,  but  anxious,  to  give  you  all  the  information  I 
can  that  may  be  of  benefit  to  the  Government.  I  am  myself  profoundly 
disgusted  with  the  order  and  wish  I  hail  never  been  in  it  and  had  no 
knowledge  of  it;  but  I  took  an  oath,  on  becoming  a  member,  and  I 
cannot  shake  off  that  oath  entirely  from  my  conscience.  I  am  willing 
to  give  you  all  tlie  essential  information  I  can,  and  have  done  so,  but  I 
cannot  give  names,  signs,  &c.,  because,  having  given  you  the  informa- 
tion I  have,  you  have  a  sufficient  key  to  unravel  the  rest  and  protect 
the  Government  against  injury  from  it. 

Z  11. 

New  York,  Jime  17,  18fi4. 
Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  U.  S.  Army, 

I'rovost-Marshal-Oeneral,  IJept.  of  the  Minsouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Colonel:  Your  telegram  of  13th  reached  me  in  due  time.  I  shall 
be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning. 

The  man  whom  you  advised  me  to  leave  on  the  evening  of  the  13th 
to  report  to  me  has  not  yet  arrived,  although  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  Saint  Louis  written  on  that  day.  If  he  started  when  you  said  he 
would,  it  is  singular  that  he  has  not  arrived  here. 

Since  1  wrote  you  last  I  brought  Forrester  in  communion  with  Gen- 
eral Dix's  man,  employed  in  the  "McClellan  Minute  Guard"  matter. 
He  was  born  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  raised  in  Georgia.  He  had  over 
thirty  yetirs'  experience  of  Southern  life,  and  is  well  acquainted  with 
prominent  men  in  the  South.  His  name  is  D.  Chaffee,  a  clerk  in  a  fur- 
nishing store  on  Broadway.  Forrester  says  he  is  a  keen,  shrewd  man, 
and  very  "scarey."  That  C.  made  the  following  statement,  in  sub- 
stance, of  the  objects,  &c.,  of  the  organization  retierred  to  above. 

That  the  principal  mover,  known  to  the  public  here  is,  as  I  wrote  you 
several  weeks  since,  a  Dr.  R.  F.  Stevens,  of  the  Nineteenth  Ward,  in 
this  city.  He  is  the  only  known  public  head  of  the  organization  here 
to  the  uninitiated,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  procure  initiation  into  the 
degrees.  From  this  I  am  led  to  conclude  tljat  the  higher  degrees  are 
only  intended  to  be  confierred  on  the  leaders  in  the  movement,  accord- 
ing to  their  capacity  and  importance  of  influence.  It  is  intended  to 
oppose  the  present  Administration,  and  is  claimed  to  have  figured  largely 
in  the  late  Baltimore  convention,  at  which  Amos  Kendall,  of  Washing- 
ton, and  Governor  Hunt,  of  New  York,  and  other  prominent  politicians 
opposed  to  the  Administration  were  present  and  exercised  a  powerful 
influence.  The  rank  and  file  in  the  lower  class  of  organizations  have 
three  degrees,  and  has  for  its  object  the  election  of  McClellan  to  the 
Presidency. 

Stevens  represents  that  General  Fremont's  nomination  at  Cleveland 
was  brought  about  by  the  friends  of  McClellan  and  the  Democratic 
leaders  who  were  present  at  that  convention.  He  read  parts  of  letters 
to  my  informant  from  Western  men  of  prominence,  but  did  not  give  any 
names,  all  having  reference  to  the  matter  named  above.  The  secondary 
object  was  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Lincoln  at  Baltimore,  where  they 
were  represented  as  being  present  in  large  numbers,  and  contributing 
their  whole  strength   to  accomplish  that  result.    This  having  been 
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accomplislied  to  their  content,  the  next  intended  move  of  this  organi- 
zation is  to  meet  on  Saturday,  July  2,  18G4,  at  Chicago,  111.  This  would 
be  the  Saturday  previous  to  the  time  proposed  for  the  meeting  of  tl»e 
convention  to  nominate  a  President  by  the  Democratic  party.  They 
there  intended  to  organize  previous  to  the  convention  and  mature  and 
determine  upon  some  plan  of  concert  of  action  to  ])ress  upon  the 
national  Democratic  convention  the  claims  of  McOlellau  as  the  nomi 
nee  of  tliat  party,  for  President,  whom  they  desire  to  be  nominated  at 
once  by  acclamation  by  that  body. 

Stevens  also  said  that  JFremont  "  had  his  price,"  and  that  they  knew 
how  to  use  him.  He  was  intended  to  control  the  German  vote  for 
them,  and  be  rewarded  by  some  desirable  position  under  the  proposed 
new  Administration.  He  also  stated  that  "tLe  people  are  full  of  gun- 
powder and  fight,"  and  that  those  who  represent  the  McOlellan  interest 
are  compelled  to  preach  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  in  order 
to  secure  the  interest  of  the  popular  sentiment,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
allure  voters.  When  once  in  power  they  declare  that  they  will  settle  the 
difficulty  between  the  North  and  South  aud  the  war  within  thirty 
days  after  assuming  the  reins  of  Government,  by  giving  such  guarantee 
to  the  South  as  will  satisfy  them. 

Stevens'  whole  theme  is  abuse  of  the  present  Administration.  But 
he  is  very  cautious  not  to  make  any  declarations  amounting  to  treason, 
or  which  might  be  construed  as  treason.  He  also  states  that  the  Gov- 
ernment authorities,  to  some  extent,  are  informed  of  his  sayings  and 
doings  and  would  arrest  him  if  tbey  dared;  but  that  they  are  afraid  to 
do  so  for  fear  of  arousing  the  exercise  of  an  influence  that  would  be 
severely  felt. 

This  is  the  whole  amount  of  the  affair  as  elicited  by  Forrester  from 
Chaflee.  I  propose  to  have  an  interview  myself  with  Chaffee  to-day, 
in  company  with  Forrester,  and  if  anything  new  of  interest  is  elicited 
will  immediately  advise  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DEVOE, 

U.  S.  Navy. 
Z  12. 

Dayton,  May  23, 1864. 
My  Very  Dear  Husband  :  I  received  your  most  welcome  letter  of 
the  18th  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  am  rejoiced  to  find  in  tlie  tone  of  it  that 
you  are  cheerful  and  hopeful  notwithstanding  the  gloom  which  sur- 
rounds us.  Before  this  you  have  seen  Mrs.  Morse  and  have  received 
the  letter  written  by  Mr.  Cahill  in  relation  to  the  convention  which 
takes  place  to  morrow.  Mr.  Cahill  told  me  at  John's  the  other  day 
that  tbey  all  thought  there  would  be  a  good  attendance  and  that  all 
would  be  right.  They  are  determined  to  offer  the  right  kind  of  resolu- 
tions. We  have  had  no  news  from  the  army  for  a  day  or  two,  but  the 
indications  are  very  plain  and  I  think  we  understand  tiiem.  Our  anx- 
iety is  very  great,  but  God,  I  trust,  will  direct  all.  The  interest  taken 
in  you  and  in  the  house  seems  to  have  commenced  afresh.  Within 
the  last  few  weeks  there  have  been  a  great  many  persons  here  to  see 
the  house  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  Some  gentlemen  from  Indiana 
were  here  the  other  day,  aud  after  expressing  the  greatest  devotion  to 
you  and  the  cause,  as  they  were  leaving  one  of  them  said,  "Madam,  I 
expect  to  see  your  husband  President  of  the  United  States."  Great 
numbers  of  drafted  men  from  Butler  County,  who  came  up  to  pay  their 
$300,  came  to  see  us,  aud  all  expressed  the  greatest  devotion  to  you. 
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1  Lave  forgotteu  the  names  tbey  told  me.  Many  of  tbe  home  guards 
from  other  counties  have  been  at  the  gate  looking  in,  but  presuming 
they  were  abolitionists  I  did  not  ask  them  in.  The  country  people  are 
as  friendly  as  ever  and  often  stop  to  see  me.  I  am  so  sorry  1  could  not 
send  your  drawers  by  Mrs.  Morse.  Kitty  made  a  mistake  and  did  not 
tell  her  mother  until  her  trunks  were  all  packed.  If  no  opportunity 
offers  soon  1  will  send  them  by  express  to  Mr.  Elwood.  Mrs.  Morse 
said  she  would  tell  you  all  about  it.  1  am  afraid  you  have  needed  them 
before  this.  All  think  you  did  well  in  the  buying  of  gold,  and  Mr. 
Blanchard  regrets  that  he  did  not  do  as  you  did,  and  is  waiting  for  it 
to  go  down  again.  Mrs.  Blanchard  is  in  Cincinnati.  We  miss  Mrs. 
Morse  very  much,  but  nmst  do  the  best  we  can.  All  are  well  except 
myself.  Our  dear  boy  is  well  and  happy  with  his  chickens  and  little 
garden.  Dear  little  precious  boy,  he  is  so  fond  of  play  that  we  cannot 
get  him  to  attend  much  to  his  books.  The  weather  has  been  so  warm 
that  I  do  not  like  to  couflue  him  too  much.  All  are  well  at  Mollie's. 
She,  Ellen,  Bell,  John,  and  all  join  me  in  sending  much  love  and  many 
kisses.  And  now,  dear  husband,  I  must  quit,  and  that  the  Lord  will 
])rotect  and  bless  you  and  protect  you  is  the  prayer  of  your  affectionate 
wife, 

L. 

Do  not  wait  for  my  letters,  but  write  as  often  as  you  can. 

As  Mr.  Blanchard  gave  me  Mr.  Elwood's  address  I  concluded  to 
send  this  to  him,  as  you  may  probably  get  it  a  little  sooner,  as  Mr. 
Phelps  is  often  away. 

(This  letter  inclosed  in  an  envelo])e  addressed  Hon.  O.  Tj.  Vallandig- 
ham,  Windsor,  Canada  West,  inclosed  in  another  addressed  J.  H. 
Harmon,  esq.,  Detroit,  Mich.) 

Cleveland,  May  24,  18ii4, 
Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandigham,  Windsor,  Canada: 

Dear  Siu:  I  have  received  the  certificates  and  returned  one  to  be 
exclianged,  as  desired.  It  was  some  days  before  the  gold  was  deliv- 
ered by  the  broker,  and  then  not  until  my  partner  (Mr.  Fillins)  sent 
our  cashier  up  with  a  check  and  demanded  the  gold.  The  cashier  then, 
with  another  clerk,  carried  the  gold  from  the  broker's  direct  to  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  and  delivered  it  there  for  account  of  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  of  Kingston,  unsealed.  Upon  counting,  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce reported  it  $244.80  short,  which  my  partner  has  not  yet  been  able 
to  get  corrected.  He  immediately  bought  $244.80  at  78  cents  premium 
to  make  good  the  original  amount  ($0,000),  and  thus  it  stands.  I  hope  it 
will  all  come  out  right  soon,  this  being  the  first  in.stance  of  the  kind 
that  has  ever  occurred. 

The  remittance  from  Mr.  Thompson  not  yet  received,  but  advised  me 
yesterday  that  he  had  just  returned  home  and  would  remit  the  first  of 
this  week.  There  are  reasons,  I  think,  enough  to  make  it  advisable  for 
me  to  transfer  these  certificates  to  N.  McDonald,  or  some  other  friend 
of  yours  in  Canada,  and  if  you  see  no  objections  I  will  do  so,  and  to 
such  party  as  you  will  direct. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  1.  GORDON. 

(This  letter  inclosed  in  an  envelope  addressed  Hon.  G.  L.  Vallandig- 
ham, Windsor,  Canada,  per  Mr.  J.  H.  Harmon,  inclosed  in  another 
addressed  J.  H.  Harmon,  Detroit,  Mich.) 
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Dayton,  May  25, 1864. 

Dear  Uncle  :  Convention  met  and  adjourned  to  .rune  15,  to  meet  at 
Hamilton  at  11  a.  m.  There  was  not  full  representation.  You  can  make 
any  arrangements  for  tliat  day,  if  you  please.  We  never  had  harder 
work  in  our  lives  than  to  bring  our  delegation  to  the  point  of  voting  for 
you.  It  was  done,  however.  Yet  the  action  of  the  caucus  was  not 
binding  except  for  this  convention,  and  there  being  half  a  dozen  town- 
ships yet  unrepresented,  they  may  make  a  change.  I  may  say  that  it 
is  the  iinanimous  opinion  of  every  county  and  of  your  warmest  friends, 
strange  to  say,  that  you  should  not  be  the  delegate.  I  never  saw  such 
feeling  against  it.  Gillespie  is  strong  against  you;  Elliott,  Kelly, 
Walters,  and  many  of  your  country  friends. 

Butler  in  caucus  agreed  by  one  vote  upon  Hughes  against  Christy. 
The  objection  seems  to  be  that  you  will  return,  and  they  are  not  ready, 
&c.  I  never  felt  worse  than  during  this  contest,  and  it  was  a  contest, 
but  we  outfought  and  outworked  them.  Consider  this  matter  again 
and  let  me  know  immediately. 

Select  friends  in  the  district  confidentially  to  communicate  with,  so  as 
to  let  them  into  your  views  and  plans.  Our  resolutions  are  right.  They 
are  not  adopted  yet,  but  Cahill,  Gilmore,  and  myself  have  agreed  upon 
them.  There  are  only  two  others  whom  we  have  not  seen.  Send  me 
your  mature  ideas  upon  this  subject. 

The  contest  about  you  was  all  friendly,  &c.,  but  sti'ong. 

All  are  well.  Will  write  again.  Let  me  say  distinctly,  as  the  expres- 
sion of  nearly  all,  that  you  should  not  be  in  the  Chicago  convention  and 
connected  with  its  wranglings.    It  will  not  do  anything  for  the  country. 

Another  objection  made — that  nominating  you  from  the  district  would 
be  queer  in  view  of  your  card  in  regard  to  the  use  of  your  name  there. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Mow. 

I  write  in  a  great  hurry. 

(This  letter  inclosed  in  an  envelope  addressed  C.  L.  Yallandigham, 
Windsor,  inclosed  in  another  addressed  S.  D.  Elwood,  esq..  Law  Pub- 
lisher, Detroit,  Mich.) 

Cincinnati,  May  3f),  1864. 

Mt  Dear  Sie:  I  arrived  home  Friday  and  found  friends  all  well  and 
in  good  spirits.  I  handed  your  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas  yesterday  and  he 
said  he  would  give  it  attention.  I  found  the  impression  the  same  here 
as  in  New  York,  that  Grant  liad  been  badly  whipped. 

1  saw  a  letter  received  this  morning  from  Long  that  it  was  reported 
in  Washington  that  Breckinridge  was  moving  on  Washington  and 
Grant  was  trying  to  get  back  to  Aquia  Creek.  The  telegraph,  how- 
ever, says  this  morning  that  Grant  is  on  the  Pamunkey,  and  Breckin- 
ridge near  Hanover  Court-House  with  30,000  men. 

You  can  rely  on  whiit  I  now  tell  you.  A  dispatch  was  received  by 
Colonel  Swords,  quartermaster,  here  from  Sherman's  army,  to  purchase 
immediately  all  the  horses  he  could,  and  all  the  light  wagons  fit  for 
ambulances  he  could,  and  ship  right  off  to  Sherman,  and  to  make  his 
purchases  regardless  of  cost. 

My  conclusion  fiom  that  is  that  Forrest  had  captured  all  Sherman's 
ambulances,  or  that  the  wounded  are  accumulating  so  rapidly  on  Sher- 
man's hands  that  he  has  not  ambulances  to  carry  them. 

I  find  the  main  hope  of  the  Republicans  here  is  centered  in  Sherman. 
They  seem  to  regard  Grant's  expedition  a  failure,  and  unless  Sher- 
man can  take  Atlanta  that  the  game  is  played  out,  with  the  South  the 
winner. 
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A  major  just  from  Sherman's  army  says  Sherman  has  120,000  men, 
and  that  there  is  a  continuous  string  of  regiments  on  the  way  to  him; 
that  he  will  drive  Johnston  before  him  and  take  Atlanta.  Another 
account  represents  Johnston  with  60,000  veterans  and  an  innumerable 
host  of  squirrel  hunters,  aud  that  Shermau  will  be  overwhelmed  when 
Johnston  gets  him  as  far  in  the  country  as  he  desires.  There  is  great 
anxiety  here  to  hear  definitely  from  Shermau.  The  Southern  accounts, 
you  will  perceive,  say  they  have  been  whipping  us  at  every  point. 

1  find  since  my  returu  that  the  Germans  are  deserting  the  Adminis- 
tration by  scores.  Conscription,  taxation,  and  the  removal  of  Sigel 
have  brought  them  to  reflection,  and  the  stampede  that  is  going  on  is 
wonderful. 

The  Ninth  Ohio,  all  Germans,  670  strong,  came  home  Thursday. 
Their  time  is  out  and  they  refuse  to  re-enlist.  They  all  damn  Lincoln. 
That  was  Bob  McCook's  regiment. 

The  Sixth  (Guthrie  Grays)  and  Tenth  (Irish)  will  be  home  in  a  few 
days,  having  refused  to  re-eulist. 

Give  my  regards  to  Mrs.  Phillips,  and  tell  her  that  I  saw  her  mother 
and  brother  the  day  I  returned ;  they  are  both  well.  Her  aunt,  Mrs. 
Beiiham,  will  see  her  in  a  few  days. 

Friends  by  the  score  made  numerous  inquiries  about  your  health, 
spirits,  views,  &c. 

Wash  was  delighted  to  learn  that  I  had  been  with  you. 
Yours, 

(Inclosed  in  an  envelope  addressed  Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandigham, 
Windsor,  Canada  West.) 

Sunday,  May  29, 1864. 
Dear  Louisa  :  I  have  seen  our  friend,  M.  Farin,  the  very  day  he 
arrived  at  home.  I  was  going  to  the  children's  school,  opposite,  when 
he  called  nie  over  to  tell  me  that  you  were  well,  but  Louly  must 
still  be  sick,  as  he  did  not  see  her.  I  hope  that  the  lady  from  Dayton 
who  has  bought  a  place  in  Canada,  in  the  country,  will  take  you  to 
board  with  her  on  account  of  Louly's  health,  and  perliaps  she  will 
board  you  for  $20  a  month  in  gold.  No  private  house  ought  to  ask  as 
much  as  a  hotel.  Sister  Anthony,  from  the  Saint  John's  Hospital,  will 
be  in  Detroit  in  a  week  or  ten  days  from  this  time;  will  bring  your 
flower  moldb  and  other  little  things  for  you.  If  Louly  would  come 
back  with  her  she  will  take  the  greatest  care  of  her.  She  could  sleep 
all  night  in  the  sleeping-car,  in  one  of  the  lower  ones,  not  more  than  a 
foot  from  the  ground.  As  Helen's  school  closes  the  16th  of  next  month, 
she  could  take  care  of  little  Louly  with  me,  and  I  would  bring  her 
back  to  you  before  Helen's  school  begins  again,  as  the  fresh  air  of  the 
country  would  restore  her.  We  will  soon  have  raspberries,  and  I  have 
])lanted  watermelons  and  cantaloui)eB.  1  have  always  thought  her 
a  delicate  child.  I  will  take  every  care  of  her.  Louise  Benham  has  left 
us  for  good ;  she  is  in  L.,  but  will  be  up  on  Wednesday  for  three  days. 
She  will  write  and  tell  you  when  to  expect  her  at  Windsor.  If  1  had 
an  old  pair  of  Louly's  drawers  I  could  have  them  made,  but  if  the  old 
waist  will  do  it  will  not  be  much  trouble  to  cut  and  make  them  your- 
self. I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Albert  while  writing  to  you. 
He  is  well  and  in  good  spirits  and  likes  the  service  very  much.  He  is 
at  present  at  Mound  City,  near  Cairo ;  has  sent  me  the  Commodore  Por- 
ter telegraph  and  a  drawing  of  the  Black  Hawk,  the  flag-ship.  He 
sends  his  |loveJ  to  all.    Did  you  receive  your  boots  aud ,  which 
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was  sent  to  the  express  oflfice  at  Detroit?  Eemember  me  to  our  Zena. 
I  liave  commenced  building  the  new  rooms,  but  building  is  so  high  I 
fear  I  cannot  do  all  that  is  necessary  to  the  old  home  to  make  it  decent 
and  comfortable.  Sissy,  is  there  anything  for  you  and  Louly  ?  Does 
she  want  a  nice  little  sunbonnet  with  slats  in  it,  as  Jane  Buscan  has 
made  one  for  Helen  and  Guy?  I  think  one  of  white  plaid  muslin  or  a 
plain  blue,  yellow,  or  green  French  gingham,  all  one  color,  with  a  little 
riffle  around  it,  will  be  nice  for  her.  Write  at  once  about  it.  Kiss 
Louly  for  me.    Helen  and  Guy  go  every  Sunday  to  Lindan   Sunday 

school.    Write  soon.    Do  you  not or ,  or  does  Louly 'f 

Your  aftectionate  mother, 

A.  L. 

Write  at  once  about  the  sunbonnet. 

(This  letter  inclosed  in  an  envelope  addressed  Mrs.  Lou'sa  Phillips, 
Windsor,  Canada,  inclosed  in  another  addressed  S.  D.  Elwood,  esq., 
Detroit,  Mich.) 

Secretary  of  State's  Office, 

Gohunbxs,  Ohio,  June  1,  18(14. 
Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandigham  : 

Dear  Sir:  Our  convention  having  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  demonstration  at  Hamilton  on  the  15th,  we  feel  anxious  to 
make  sure  of  the  speakers.  On  so  short  a  notice,  and  to  attend  a  dis- 
trict convention,  this  cannot  be  accomplished  by  an  invitation  from  us 
unless  backed  by  other  more  powerful  influence.  I  have  written  to 
Wall,  of  New  Jersey,  Fernando  Wood,  Chilton  A.  White,  Pendleton, 
and  Long.  If  there  are  any  others  whom  you  would  desire  to  suggest, 
let  me  know.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  use  your  own  influence  to  make 
some  of  these  men  see  the  importance  of  having  an  early  and  decided 
expression  of  the  peace  sentiment,  and  thus  induce  them  to  come. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  truly  yours, 

AECHIBALD  MAYO. 

P.  S. — I  will  return  to  Hamilton  to-morrow,  where  a  letter  will  reach 
me. 

A.M. 

Windsor,  Canada  West,  June  1, 1864. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  23d  ultimo,  by  Klotz,  received.  You 
ar*  right  in  what  you  say,  for  the  most  part.  I  found  it  out  some  time 
ago.  Not  an  order  has  been  obeyed,  not  a  request  complied  with,  except 
that  from  Indiann,  Illinois,  and  Missouri.  The  letters  calling  on  me  for 
a  peace  letter  have  been  received.  But  we  must  be  patient  and  wait  a 
little  yet  before  we  give  up.  I  will  determine  for  myself  before  the 
Chicago  convention  whether  I  will  retain  my  present  position  or  not. 
Our  (Third)  district  convention  is  at  last  announced  for  Hamilton,  June 
15.  Events  between  this  and  that  date  will  of  course  go  far  to  determine 
its  value.  There  will  be  a  good,  large  meeting  of  the  people  in  any 
event,  and  some  good  speakers,  and  in  a  certain  contingency  it  can  be 
made  most  important.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  you  there  as  a  speaker 
and  for  consultation  if  convenient. 

Just  now  all  is  suspense,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  disposition  to  do 
anything.    But  let  us,  "who  are  of  the  household  of  faith,"  stand  firm. 
Truly, 

C.  L.  V. 
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Cincinnati,  June  5, 1864. 

My  Dear  Sir:  We  have  had  no  reliable  news  here  from  Shermnn, 
and  have  not  had  for  several  days.  Yesterdaj"^  afternoon  a  letter 
appeared  in  the  Times  of  this  city,  written  at  Chattanooga  seven  days 
before,  detailing  a  disaster  to  the  Fifth  Ohio;  that  is  with  Sherman. 
Colonel  Patrick  was  killed,  and  about  eighty  of  the  men  killed  and 
wounded.  The  facts  were  gathered  from  some  of  the  wounded  brought 
from  the  front  to  Chattanooga.  The  regiment  is  from  this  city  and 
numbers  about 300.  Nothing  public  was  known  of  this  loss  until  some 
ten  days  after  the  occurrence.  That  shows  how  unfavorable  new.s  is 
withheld  fiom  the  public. 

But  until  after  the  nomination  of  Lincoln  we  shall  have  nothing  but 
victories,  successful  strategic  and  flank  movements,  tlie  speedy  capture 
of  Richmond  and  Atlanta,  and  the  certain  crushing  out  of  the  rebellion. 

While  the  Sanitary  Commission  of  this  city  was  in  session  Thursday 
night  last  a  dispatch  was  received  by  it  asking  that  large  amounts  of 
sanitary  stores  be  sent  immediately  to  Sherman,  that  there  had  been 
very  severe  fighting  and  there  were  many  wounded. 

A  dispatch  in  the  Gazette  of  this  city  from  Columbus  says  the 
wounded  of  Sherman's  army  are  coming  into  Louisville  and  I^ashville, 
and  that  thirty  additional  surgeons  are  needed.  You  can  judge  from 
these  two  items  whether  Sherman's  march  toward  Atlanta  has  been  a 
one-sided  affair,  as  Stanton's  dispatches  would  lead  us  to  believe. 

Our  private  advices  from  Washington  and  Baltimore  are  that  Grant 
lost  between  20,000  and  30,000  men  at  the  battle  between  the  North 
and  South  Annas.  One  of  our  letters  says  30,000,  another  20,000. 
Grant  was  compelled  to  move  to  the  Peninsula  to  save  his  army;  and 
that  he  is  more  concerned  in  saving  his  army  than  in  taking  llichmond. 
Heavy  siege  guns  were  being  shipped  to  him  from  Baltimore  and  Wash- 
ington. That  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  Grant  purpdies  to 
move  on  liichmond  by  regular  approaches.  In  case  he  does  go  to  dig- 
ging and  bridging,  Beauregard  will  be  left  to  defend  liichmond,  while 
Lee  will  move  on  to  Washington.  The  dispatches  tell  us  that  Lee  is  sick 
and  does  not  command  the  army.  That  leads  me  to  believe  he  is  now 
on  his  way  to  Washington.  The  rebels  have  the  whole  country  between 
Gordonsville,  Fredericksburg,  and  Centerville,  so  that  Lee  with  a  big 
army  may  reach  the  latter  place  before  the  fact  was  known  in  Wash 
ington. 

You  and  your  politi(!al  friends  got  a  thorough  beating  yesterday  by 
the  president  of  the  city  council  of  this  city.  The  occasion  was  the 
reception  of  the  Tenth  Ohio,  just  from  the  front,  whose  time  is  out,  and 
who  won't  re  enlist.  The  speech  produced  general  indignation  in  the 
regiment  and  among  their  friends,  who  are  all  Irish.  Weasner  (presi- 
dent of  council)  is  a  narrow-minded  man  and  a  good  type  of  Repub- 
licans generally.  The  committee  on  reception  speak  tlieir  sentiments 
respecting  Weasner  in  the  Enquirer  of  to  day. 

Kentucky  is  in  a  great  ferment.  All  the  male  able-bodied  negroes 
are  flocking  to  the  Federal  camps  in  search  of  their  freedom.  Farms 
are  left  untilled  and  hotel  tables  unwaited  on.  Parties  are  here  now 
from  Kentucky  to  get  white  help  for  faims  and  hotels.  Add  to  this 
that  Bramlette  has  called  for  20,000  of  the  home  guard,  and  you  may 
imagine  the  stew  Kentucky  is  in. 
Yours, 

(This  letter  inclosed  in  an  envelope  addressed  TTon.  C.  L.  Vnlhindig- 
ham,  Windsor,  Canada  West,  inclosed  in  another  addressed  J.  H.  Har- 
mon, esq.,  Detroit,  Mich.) 
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DAyTON,  June  6,  1864. 
Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandigham  : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  of  May  on  tlie  morning 
of  the  25tli,  just  before  the  assembling  of  the  convention.  You  have 
been  informed  all  about  the  proceedings  of  the  convention ;  also  of  the 
opposition  we  met  with  as  to  the  appointment  of  a  delegate  from  this 
county,  and  from  whence  the  opposition  came.  But  I  desire  for  the 
l)urpose  of  a  more  complete  understanding  of  the  matter  to  repeat  some 
of  these  things.  Of  course  I  do  so  conridentially,  as  the  opposition  to 
the  appointment  profess  the  strongest  possible  friendship  for  you  and 
claim  only  to  be  exercising  the  right  of  private  judgment  as  to  what  is 
best  for  you  and  tliemselves  when  they  oppose  the  ap]>ointmeut.  They 
have  got  an  impression  that  if  appointed  you  will  make  an  attempt  to 
go  to  Chicago,  or  come  home  at  all  hazards  and  at  whatever  cost,  and 
say  if  they  make  the  appointment  they  are  committed  before  the  world 
to  sustain  you  in  the  attempt;  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  do  so;  will 
not  be  seconded  by  the  people  at  this  time;  will  fail  and  bring  ruin  on 
themselves  and  you. 

This  is  the  whole  case,  and  it  is  due  to  frankness  that  i  should  say 
that  if  this  idea  prevails  we  will  have  trouble  to  make  the  appointment 
and  may  not  succeed  in  making  it.  Those  of  us  who  advocated  it  have 
said  what  our  understanding  of  it  is,  to  wit,  that  while  the  appoint- 
ment will  not  necessitate  your  going  to  Chicago  or  coming  home,  it  will 
be  an  indorsement  before  the  country  in  a  practical  way;  will  connect 
your  name  with  the  peace  movement,  which  we  favor  and  hope  to  give 
an  impetus  to  by  our  convention ;  will  give  character  to  our  ])roceed- 
ings  abroad;  and  further,  that  relying  on  your  prudence  and  judgment, 
we  believe  that  you  will  not  attempt  to  go  unless  circumstances  at  that 
time  should  be  favorable.  Upon  this  sort  of  reasoning  we  carried  our 
delegation,  having  first  i)ledged  the  minority  to  make  no  opposition  to 
the  decision  of  the  majority. 

The  opposition  get  their  ideas  from  persons  who  say  they  have  seen 
and  conversed  with  you. 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  freely  recognize  your  right  to  come  home 
or  go  to  any  part  of  the  country  whenever  you  desire  to  do  so,  and  our 
duty  to  protect  you  in  so  doing,  and  although  my  private  opinion  is 
that  the  Chicago  convention  will  net  be  a  Democratic  convention,  and 
that  time  and  place  for  coming  home  at  all  hazards  would  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances  be  inopportune  and  array  against  us  a  large  portion 
of  the  opposition  to  the  Administration,  yet  if  our  friends  generally 
think  the  time  and  place  fit,  I  am  not  disposed  to  shrink  from  the  issue. 
I  can  readily  conceive  that  a  condition  of  things  may  exist  at  that  time 
which  would  make  it  eminently  proper  for  you  to  go  to  Chicago,  in  my 
judgment.  But  if  the  opposition  are  right,  as  1  have  stated  above,  I 
desire  distinctly  to  know  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  place  myself  and  friends 
in  a  position  where  in  a  trying  time  it  may  be  said  we  have  deceived 
and  misled  the  people.  If  1  incur  a  responsibility  fairly  I  have  no 
difBculty  in  standing  up  to  it. 

If,  when  the  means  of  knowledge  are  in  my  power,  I  refuse  to  inquire 
and  bring  others  into  action  on  my  surmises,  I  may  be  paralyzed  for  any 
good  when  the  time  of  trial  arrives.  If  the  arguments  used  by  your 
friends  as  detailed  above  are  correct  and  you  can  write  us  a  short  letter 
to  that  effect,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  your  coming  home,  one  to  be  read 
privately  to  the  delegates  from  Montgomery,  it  will  save  all  trouble 
and  make  the  thing  certain.  It  will  evidently  be  expected  of  us  to  be 
able  authoritatively  to  answer  this  point  when  we  meet  again. 
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Pardon  the  freedom  of  tliis  letter,  but  I  have  endeavored  to  give  you 
a  minute  understanding  of  the  state  of  the  case  presented,  and  to  do 
so  have  been  unreserved  so  far  as  I  have  said  anything,  and  I  think  I 
have  said  all  that  is  important  to  an  understanding  of  the  situation. 
There  is  no  denying  the  people  are  demoralized — very  much  demoral- 
ized. For  myself  I  cannot  say  I  have  any  hope  of  the  coming  campaign 
for  President. 

Tlie  elective  franchise  is  in  fact  abolished;  to-day  the  nation  will  be 
degraded  by  the  nomination  of  Lincoln.  Unless  the  Fremont  party 
prove  strong  and  stubborn,  he  will  be  elected  in  the  same  way  he  will 
be  nominated — by  fraud  and  violence,  by  greenbacks  and  bayonets. 
If  Chicago  convention  does  not  turn  out  right,  must  have  another  can- 
didate for  whom  we  can  vote— a  man  who  has  never  shed  the  blood  of 
a  fellow-citizen  unless  in  self-defense. 
Yours,  &c., 

N.  OAHILL. 

Send  us  a  letter  to  read  to  the  convention,  and  have  Alex.  Long  and 
White  to  come  at  all  events;  James  W.  Wall  if  possible.  They  are 
expected,  and  there  will  be  a  large  convention. 

(This  letter  inclosed  in  an  envelope  addressed  Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandig- 
ham,  Windsor,  Canada  West.) 

Cincinnati,  May  16, 1864. 
Dear  Nephew  :  As  I  cannot  yet  name  a  day  when  we  can  meet  at 
the  "exiles'  home,"  1  must  perforce  content  myself  by  sending  a  brief 
missive.  The  town  is  wild  with  joy  over  past,  present,  and  coming  vic- 
tories; the  women  are  even  more  demonstrative  than  the  men.  They, 
in  their  eagerness  to  rivet  their  own  chains  as  the  forgers  draw  them 
from  the  furnace,  are  wild  with  glee  over  carnage  and  death.  "  On  with 
the  slaughter,"  is  the  cry  of  the  foolish  civilians,  while  tlie  pronuncia- 
mentos  of  the  Governors  and  Government  are  "grand,  gloomy,  and 
peculiar."  Hancock's  dispatch  would  do  credit  to  the  prize  ring, 
"lugalls,"  of  the  billiard  saloon,  writes  of  a  battle  as  of  a  "ten  stroke," 
and  is  going  to  have  another  "pop."  While  Bramlette  (Bullitt  and 
Bayard  ruler  of  T.  D.  7)  reads  the  glorious  announcements  of  those 
valorous  heroes,  and,  incited  by  their  style,  he,  in  imagination,  feels 
that  he  also  will  "a  la  Hancock"  pitch  in  the  ring  for  victory,  or  after 
Ingalls'  bombasts  succeed,  make  a  ten  strike  and  have  a  poj)  himself. 
Therefore  he  calls  for  10,000  Kentucky  men  and  gravely  promises  to  be 
tlieir  leader.  If  it  were  not  that  these  wretched,  low-born  creatures 
were  playing  with  the  destinies  of  a  nation,  were  sacrificing  human  life 
on  the  one  side  and  destroying  the  American  element  and  the  principles 
of  free  government  on  the  other,  their  antics  might  excite  to  merriment; 
but,  as  it  is,  an  outraged  divinity  is  near,  and  the  handwriting  on  the 
wall  requires  no  proplietic  seer  to  read  the  lettering.  The  child  that 
runs  may  read.  In  sober  truth  General  Lee  has  led  them  seventeen 
miles  farther  into  a  hostile  country,  after  nine  days  of  slaughter,  and 
c'esttout.  1  cannot  tell  why  I  write  thus  to  you.  I  think  it  is  because 
there  is  no  one  near  who  understands  me.  I  will  see  you  before  I  leave; 
until  then  farewell,  ami  God  bless  you. 
Your  affectionate  aunt, 

J.  M.  H. 

I  have  written  Lfouisa]  P[hillips]  at  length  this  day.  Be  to  her  a 
brother.  She  needs  a  counselor.  Her  case  is  a  peculiar  one,  as  is 
yours. 

Again  adieu, 

J.  M.  H. 
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Write  and  direct  as  usual.  It  will  be  forwarded  to  "Fidelity."  I 
shall  feel  anxious  to  bear  tliat  you  receive  tliis. 

Louisville,  May  14,  1864, 
The  following  dispatch  was  received  at  midnight  last  night: 

Fkankfort,  Kv.,  May  IS,  lS6i. 
Editou  Louisville  Journal: 

Kentnckians  to  the  rescue !  I  want  10,000  six-montbB'  troops  at  once.  Do  not  Ucsi- 
tiite.  CouK!,  I  will  lead  you.  Let  ns  help  to  finish  this  war  and  save  our  Govern- 
mrut. 

THOMAS  E.  BRAMLETTE, 

(rovernor  of  Kentucky. 

Will  Mv.  Elwood  please  send  this  letter  over  to  my  nephew  as  usual? 
Respectful]  y, 

J.  M.  HOWARD. 

(This  letter  iuclosed  in  an  envelope  addressed  S.  D.  Elwood,  esq., 
Law  Publisher,  Detroit,  Mich.) 

Louisville,  Ky.,  May  23^  1864. 
My  Dear  Nephew:  I  am  delighted  with  your  letter  of  May  17, 
although  I  can  only  briefly  respond  to  it.  Tell  Loui.s  that  I  shall  look 
for  a  letter  in  reply  to  my  last,  in  which  I  i)layeU  the  role  of  mentor, 
and  assure  her  that  I  will  endeavor  to  be  with  her  in  about  two  weeks 
from  now.  If  not  exactly  at  that  time,  it  will  not  be  more  than  a  day 
or  two  after.  1  had  a  letter  from  Sammy  to  day  Ihjm  B.  He  writes 
that  all  is  going  on  satisfactorily.  I  believe  that  from  the  gloomy  faces 
aronnd  here.    Purtus  letters  in  abundance. 

They  are  chafing  in  their  cages  and  thirsting  for  action.     Do  you 
ever  go  over  from  Detroit  to  Canada,  my  dear  George?    I  am  very 
stupid  and  very  busy  to  day.    Love  to  the  two  L. 
From  your  aft'ectionate  aunt, 

J. 

(Tliis  letter  inclos^^d  in  an  envelope  addressed  George  William  How- 
ard, Hiron's  House,  Windsor,  Canada,  inclosed  in  another  addressed 
S.  1).  Elwood,  esq.,  Detroit,  Mich.) 

At  G.  D.  P 's,  Louisville,  Ky.,  Monday,  May  23,  1864. 

Dear  George:  Yours  of  the  10th  is  this  moment  read.  Its  con- 
tents caused  mingled  emotions  of  joy  for  you  and  your  aunt,  aud  tern 
porary  sorrow  for  dear  L.  You  properly  appreciate  her;  her  present 
])osition  is  a  melancholy  one,  but  I  feel  an  assurance  that  you  and  I 
can  when  we  meet  arrange  for  her,  nndor  God's  providence,  that  por- 
tion that  will  content  and  improve  her  now,  aud  if  spared,  lead  her  to 
a  future  of  peace  and  such  hapinness  as  her  chastened  spirit  may  enjoy. 
1  am  alone,  utterly  alone,  looking  upward  for  health,  help,  aud  sup 
port.  God  grant  it.  Your  letter  has  delighted  me.  Yes,  get  ready  at 
once  for  Europe.  It  is  there  your  friend  is  going.  This  is  no  home  for 
earnestness  and  truth.  I  am  no  coward,  but  if  it  were  breathed  ever 
to  my  sisters  or  my  family  here  some  disguised  "Hill"  would  mark  and 
frustrate  all.  Do  not  let  L.  know  of  this  letter;  only  show  her  the 
short  note  within  it.  Confide  in  no  one  the  secret  that  I  impart  to  you. 
L.  is  all  earnestness  and  love,  but  too  confiding.  She  would  not  inten- 
tionally injure,  and  yet  she  may  destroy  me  Do  you  want  to  see  my 
stepson  G.  D.  P.  f     1  can  bring  future  to  you.     We  sat  alone  last 
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iiislit  for  four  hours  iu  the  niooiiliglit  ou  the  doorstep.  He  talked; 
1  listeued.  I  have  the  whole  i)rogriimine.  It  is  yours  when  we  meet, 
and  will  be  useful  to  you.  Often  through  the  eveuiug  was  the  Vallan- 
dighaui  &;  Oo.  party  censured,  but  an  earnest  desire  to  learn  what  1 
thought  was  manifested.  Nothing  elicited  from  me.  At  last  I  led  the 
conversation  to  L.  and  her  situation,  your  kindness,  &c.  He  asked 
questions,  confessed  a  high  admiration  for  a  friend  of  ours,  who  he 
once  met  in  one  oL'  the  galleries  of  the  Capitol.  I  said  I  corresponded 
with  that  kind  i)erson  respecting  L.  and  1  hope  to  see  and  know  him. 
He  eagerly  asked,  ''When?"  I  answered,  "In  about  two  weeks."  He 
said,  "I  will  take  you  there;  I  want  very  much  to  see  him."  When  you 
write  to  him  give  him  my  warm  personal  regards,  emphasizing  personal. 
I  said,  "Certainly."  He  then  expressed  a  fear  that  the  escape  might 
hang  him.  I  laughed  at  that,  but  did  not  piess  it  further  until  I  con- 
sulted with  you.  I  am  overwhelmed  with  letters  and  business  and 
called  in  various  directions  where  I  cannot  go,  and  the  demands  on  my 
time  are  making  me  nervous.  All  1  wanted  was  protection  on  the 
voyage;  that  your  letter  settled.  I  will  hurry  everything  and  bo  with 
you  very  soon.    If  1  think  or  find  that  I  can  advantage  you  and  others 

by  bringing  my  friend  O.  D.  P.  with  nie  as  far  as  W ,  he  tliinking 

that  I  go  to  see  L.  for  a  day,  1  will  do  so  if  you  concur  in  the  wish. 
He  says  that  he  does  not  know  you,  my  dear  George,  but  that  "your 
friend  ^Ir.  V.  is  certainly,  let  who  will  gainsay  it,  one  of  the  greatest 
statesmen  and  one  of  the  brightest  minds  in  the  country."  These  were 
his  words.  I  ho])e  you  may  decipher  this  scrawl.  Three  dressmakers 
waiting  for  me.    Farewell.    God  bless  you.    Burn  this  letter. 

(This  letter  inclosed  in  an  em'elope  addressed  George  William  How- 
ard, Hiron's  House,  Windsor,  Canada,  inclosed  in  another  addressed 
S.  J).  Elwood,  esq.,  Detroit,  Mich.) 

Louisville,  Thurmlay,  May  iid,  18(14. 

Ukar  Nephew :  I  wrote  you  a  long  letter  this  week  and  after  that 
a  short  note  iu  the  same  envelope.  I  shall  be  most  iinxious  until  I  hear 
that  you  have  received  them.  Advise  me  prom])tly  of  the  fact.  Bless- 
ing on  you  for  your  eare  of  the  dear  one.  Yes,  she  needed  a  brother's 
care,  a  brother's  counsel,  and  God  has  blessed  her  with  both.  I  had  a 
delightful  letter  from  her  yesterday.  Will  answer  it  to-morrow.  The 
l)oetry,  "Carte,"  and  adventure  of  the  colonel  were  all  giatifying.  I 
am  so  busy  getting  ready  to  be  oft'  that  I  am  nervous  when  I  scribble 
this;  hot  burning  tliouglits  of  a  tasked  brain.  Excuse  the  ramblings 
that  you  receive,  and  do  not  Judge  of  me  from  them.  I  concur  with 
the  sage  who  placed  eloquence  in  a(-tion,  save  that  I  enlarge  the  lignies 
and  for  eloquence  substitute  life — yes,  life  that  is  not  action  now  is  not 
the  true  life  that  God  breathed  into  man  when  "He  made  him  a  living- 
soul." 

We  had  two  conventions  here  yesterday,  and  God's  storm  of  wind 
and  rain  was  poured  upon  and  against  both  facticms.  The  maciiinc 
work  was  all  arranged  last  night.  The  Union-National  conservative 
(Heaven  save  the  mark),  McClellan  faction  of  odds  and  ends,  wits 
opposeil  by  the  Union  war  Democratic,  mobocratic,  Lincolncratic,  Abo- 
lition party,  led  on  by  the  Eeverend  (of  excuse  hety  [sic})  Doctor  Breck- 
inridge. I  heard  to-day  from  a  McClellan  friend  that  he  feared  civil 
war  in  the  North.  "Tush,"  .said  I;  "that  is  pique  because  you  tiiink 
your  candidate  cannot  stand  before  Mihus  [sic\,  who  is  Lincoln."  Yes, 
ten  thousand  times  rather  that  McClellan.    It  is  getting  dark  and  I 


36  f)  PRISONERS    OF    WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

shall  lose  a  mail  if  I  do  not  stop,  so  good  uigbt  and  God  bless  you. 
Love  to  your  sister,  from 

Your  affectionate  aunt, 

JULIA. 
Let  me  hear  if  you  receive  this  letter. 

(This  letter  inclosed  in  an  envelope  addressed  George  William 
Howard,  Windsor,  Canada  West,  inclosed  in  another  [addressed]  S.  U. 
El  wood,  esq.,  Detroit,  Mich.) 

Sunday  29,  1864. 
G.  W.  Howard  : 

Mt  Dear  Nephew  :  Only  time  for  a  few  words  and  a  few  extracts 
from  the  Louisville  Journal  to  keep  you  "cw  couranr "  in  our  public 
affairs,  as  yon  are  young,  ardent,  and  withal  a  Kentucky  politician.  I 
send  you  the  Saturday's  McOlellan  answer  to  the  Lincoln  Gazette 
attack  on  our  convention  of  the  25th.  We  are  showing  up  the  Abolition 
party,  and  they  are  abusing  us,  the  pure  war,  which  J)emocratic  party 
material,  conservative,  «&c.,  judge  for  yourself.  1  send  a  slight  compli- 
ment to  "Schenck,"  general,  and  what  not,  and  an  article  marked  for 
L.  P.  I  retain  as  a  "bijou"  the  order  of  yesterday  by  General  Bur- 
bridge,  under  direction  of  General  Schofleld,  stopping  treasonable  pub- 
lications, and  prohibiting  in  the  District  of  Kentucky  the  circulation  of 
a  work  styled  "Life,  Services,  and  Campaigns  of  Stonewall  Jackson." 
All  persons  found  violating  this  order  will  be  arrested  and  forwarded 
to  headquarters  to  be  dealt  with  for  uttering  treasonable  publications. 
Also  the  lineage  of  Beauregard,  the  grandson  of  a  Mexican  bandit,  and 
a  low  born,  lying  Creole,  the  son  of  a  slave.  There  was  a  long  article  on 
the  lineage  of  li.  E.  Lee,  the  descendant  of  traitors,  defamers,  cowards, 
&c.  That  was  a  precious  "wtorceatt"  for  the  New  York  Times.  All 
this  in  yesterday's  paper.  I  think  I  shall  travel  alone  to  see  you. 
Love  to  L.  P. 

Adieu,  your  aunt, 

JULIA. 

(This  letter  inclosed  in  an  envelope  addressed  George  William 
Howard,  Windsor,  Canada  West,  inclosed  in  another  addressed  S.  D. 
Elwood,  esq.,  Detroit,  Mich.) 


Circular  )     Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 
No.  3.      J  Washington,  D.  C,  June  13, 1864. 

By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  is  ordered  as  follows : 

I.  When  prisoners  of  war  are  employed  on  public  works  other  than 
the  proper  police  duties  of  the  prisons  or  camps  where  they  are  con- 
fined they  will  be  allowed  compensation  from  the  i)rison  fund  as  fol- 
lows: Mechanics,  10  cents  per  day  and  laborers  5  cents  per  day,  which 
will  be  placed  to  their  credit  in  the  hands  of  the  commanding  ofticer, 
or  oflBcer  holding  prisoners'  money.  This  allowance  may  be  paid  in 
tobacco  to  those  who  prefer  it,  and  for  this  purpose  the  commanding 
officer  is  authorized  to  direct  the  purchase  of  tobacco  in  small  quan- 
tities from  time  to  time  with  the  prison  fund. 

II.  Payments  for  services  as  above  authorized  will  be  made  on  the 
]Oth,  20tli,  and  last  day  of  the  month  by  the  commissary  of  subsistence, 
on  the  certificate  of  the  ofldcer  under  whose  direction  the  services  are 
rendered,  approved  by  the  commanding  oflBcer,  and  on  the  receipt  of 
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the  officer  in  whose  bands  the  money  is  to  be  deposited,  made  agree- 
ably to  the  following  form : 

FORM. 

Office  of  the  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

Camp  Douglas,  III.,  June  10,  1864. 
I  certify  that  prisoners  of  war  wore  employed  under  my  dircctiou  upon  public 
works  at  this  station  between  the  1st  and  10th  instant  as  follows: 

Ten  carpenters,  45  days  in  the  aggregate,  at  10  cents  per  day $4. 50 

Twenty  blacksmiths,  70  days  in  the  aggregate,  at  10  oeuts  per  day 7. 00 

Thirty  masons,  120  days  in  the  aggregate,  at  10  cents  per  day 12. 00 

Fifteen  laborers,  30  days  in  the  aggregate,  at  5  cents  per  day 1. 50 

Total $25.00 

And  that  a  list  of  the  prisoners  by  whom  said  services  were  rendered  and  the 

amount  due  each  lias  been  fnrnished  to  Col.  A B ,  Tenth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

coramaudiug  Camp  Douglas. 

C D , 

First  Lieutenant,  Tenth  Illinois  Volunteers,  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Received  at  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  .June  10,  1864,  of  Capt.  E F ,  conimia- 

sary  of  snbsisteme,  on  accmnit  of  services  rendered  by  prisoners  of  war  at  this 
station,  as  per  above  certificate,  viz,  $25,  which  amount  is  to  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  individual  prisoners  earning  the  same,  as  per  list  fnrnished  me  by  Lieut. 

C D ,  Tenth  Illinois  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  quartermaster. 

A P , 

Colonel  Tenth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  Commanding  Camp  Douglas. 

Note. — ^When  prisoners  receive  tobacco  for  the  whole  or  any  part  of  their  services 
the  time  for  which  they  are  thus  compensated  will  he  excluded  from  the  above  cer- 
tilicate  and  list  therein  referred  to. 

Ill  Prisoners  of  war  employed  as  above  will  be  allowed  the  follow- 
ing ration: 

Pork  or  bacon  (in  lien  of  beef) ounces..  12 

Salt  or  fresh  beef do 16 

Flonr  or  soft  bread do 18 

Hard  bread  (in  lien  of  flour  or  soft  bread)  do 12 

Corn-meal  (in  lieu  of  flour  or  bread) do 18 

Beans  or  peas - pounds.,  a  14 

Kice  or  hominy  (in  lieu  ol'  beuna  or  peas) do o  10 

Cofl'eo  (gronnd) do  —  a  5 

Coffee  (green )  (in  lieu  of  ground  coli'ee) do o  7 

Tea  (in  lieu  of  coffee) ounces..  (il6 

Sugar pounds.,  a  12 

Vinegar quarts..  «.3 

Soap pounds..  a4 

Salt do....  aSf 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  June  13, 1864. 
Governor  Brough,  Columbus : 

Judge- Advocate  Burnett  advises  the  arrest  and  trial  of  the  publishers 
of  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer.  The  Government  is  ready  to  do  so  at 
once,  but  the  President  trusts  to  your  judgment  and  wishes  to  know 
whether  you  deem  it  expedient.  A  simple  yes  or  no  from  you  will 
enable  us  to  act,  without  imposing  any  responsibility  upon  you. 
Answer  soon. 

EDWIE  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


a  To  100  rations. 
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Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  13, 1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

My  present  opiuiou  is  that  a  military  arrest  and  trial  would  be  impol- 
itic and  provoke  trouble  in  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana.  If  they  are 
amenable  to  a  civil  prosecution  it  would  be  well  received  and  sustained. 
I  will  think  further  of  it  and  write  you.  At  present  I  would  not  move 
by  the  military  power. 

JOHN  BKODGH. 


Cincinnati,  June  13,  1864. 
General  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy  first  and  One 
hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Ohio  National  Guard  that  were  captured  on 
the  11th  of  June  at  and  near  Cynthiana,  have  arrived  in  this  city,  and 
I  have  sent  them  to  Camp  Dennisou.  They  have  been  paroled,  but  so 
far  as  I  can  learn,  in  an  unauthorized  manner.  So  soon  as  I  can  get 
a  report  it  will  be  forwarded.  General  Hobson  and  the  field  officers  are 
at  Falmouth,  Ky.,  on  some  conditional  parole,  the  terms  of  which  I 
have  not  learned.* 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  G.,  June  13,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butlee, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
General:  Bydirection  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inclose  herewith  an  order  directing  as  an  act  of  retaliation  that 
Maj.  W.  P.  Elliott,  commissary  of  subsistence  of  General  Morgan's 
staff,  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Fort  Delaware,  be  placed  in  close  confine- 
ment in  a  cell  and  receive  the  same  treatment  in  all  respects  as  is 
received  by  Maj.  Nathan  Goii',  Fourth  Eegiment  West  Virginia  Cav- 
alry, who  is  now  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Richmond.  The  Secretary  of 
"War  directs  that  you  communicate  information  of  this  order  to  the 
rebel  authorities  at  Richmond  as  soon  as  convenient  by  the  usual  fiag- 
of-truce  boat  from  Fort  Monroe. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

(IiicloaurH.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  13,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen,  A.  Sohobpf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del. : 

General:  The  authorities  at  Richmond  having  placed  Maj.  Nathan 
Goff,  Fourth  Regiment  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  a  prisoner  of  war  in 
their  hands,  in  close  confinement  in  a  cell,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs 
that  a  major  of  their  army  be  confined  in  like  manner  Jind  receive  the 
same  treatment  in  all  respects  as  is  received  by  Major  Goff.  I  there- 
fore respectfully  request  you  will  place  Maj.  W.  P.  Elliott,  commissary 

-  For  dispatch  in  full  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  11,  p.  113. 
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of  subsistence,  of  General  Morgan's  staff,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Fort 
BeJaware,  in  close  confinement  in  a  cell,  and  permit  him  to  have  com- 
umnication  with  no  person  except  those  who  visit  his  cell  on  duty. 
Until  further  orders  he  will  be  allowed  the  ration  prescribed  for  pris- 
oners of  war  by  tlie  circular  of  June  1  from  this  ofiQce.  His  meals  will 
be  given  to  him  twice  a  day,  and  he  will  be  permitted  to  receive  nothing 
else  unless  prescribed  by  the  surgeon  of  the  post  in  consequence  of 
sickness.    Please  report  the  execution  of  this  order. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOl'FMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  I'risoners. 


Ofiick  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  June  13,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Sohobpf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Bel.  : 

General  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  ordered  the 
transfer  from  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  to  Fort  Delaware  of  tlie  following- 
named  prisoners,  viz:  Charles  F.  Faidley,  Thomas  Edwards,  Joseph 
liinkcr,  W.  S.  Prickett,  George  W.  Byan,  Dr.  William  Cross,  E.  L. 
Bentley,  and  William  H.  Gray.  The  above  named  persons  were 
arrested  at  Leesburg,  Va.,  and  are  held  as  hostages  for  the  delivering 
into-  the  custody  of  tlie  Federal  authority  eight  persons  who  decoyed 
across  the  Potomac  Biver  at  Edwards  Ferry  by  a  white  flag  two  TJ.  S. 
soldiers,  then  tired  upon  them,  wounding  one  in  the  thigh,  and  robbing 
them  of  their  pistols,  watches,  clothing,  &c.,  and  then  marching  them 
through  the  streets  of  Leesburg  for  the  gratification  of  the  citizens,  &c. 
They  are  to  be  held  until  further  orders,  and  if  possible  you  will  con- 
fine them  by  themselves.  Particular  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent 
their  escape. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAF, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  13, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 
General  :  I  have  respectfully  to  request  you  will  order  by  telegraph 
worn  tents  to  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  2,000  prisoners  of  war  at 
Camp  Douglas,  Chicago. 

I  am,  general,  very  respe(;tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  June  13,  1864. 

Col.  0.  W.  Hill, 

Gom,manding  Johnson's  Island,  Sandusky,  Ohio : 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  to 
request  that  all  prisoners  of  war  nuder  your  charge  may  be  informed 
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tbat  for  the  preBent  no  more  discharges  will  be  granted;  but  those  who 
do  not  wish  to  be  sent  South  for  exchange  may  make  application  to 
you  to  that  effect,  and  you  will  please  forward  to  this  ofBce  semi- 
monthly, or  oftener,  rolls  of  all  such  applicants,  giving  the  rank, 
regiment,  and  company,  when  and  where  captured,  and  in  the  column 
of  remarks  such  other  particulars  as  on  examination  yon  may  think 
necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  case.  Cases  which  you 
may  deem  of  an  extraordinary  character  may  be  presented  separately. 
No  prisoner  of  war  who  has  made  application  to  be  released,  or  who 
desires  to  remain  Forth,  will  be  sent  South  for  exchange  unless  under 
orders  from  this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  LODOK, 
Capt.,  Fourth  Arty.,  Assistant  to  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Nashville,  June  13, 1861. 
Col.  Joseph  Holt,  Judge-Advocate-General : 

Can  you  give  mo  any  information  as  to  the  case  of  Frank  Gurley, 
sent  to  the  President  in  January,  1864?    The  brothers,  relations,  and 
friends  of  General  E.  L.  McCook  are  very  anxious  to  hear. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

HUNTER  BROOKE. 


War  Department,  Washington,  June  14, 1864 — 3  p.  n>. 
Major  General  Heintzelman,  Columbus,  Ohio: 

Hobson's  conduct  in  surrendering  and  taking  a  hot-haste  parole  has 
an  exceedingly  suspicious  appearance.  Please  ascertain  if  he  should 
not  be  arrested  and  tried. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Judge- ADVOfiATE-GBNERAL's  Office,  June  14, 1864. 
Maj.  Httnter  Brooke,  Judge- Advocate : 

Major  :  In  reply  to  yonr  telegram  of  yesterday  I  have  to  state  that 
a  report  from  this  office  in  the  case  of  Frank  Gurley  was  transmitted  to 
the  President  on  the  11th  of  March.  It  is  understood  that  his  decision 
has  been  made,  but  as  it  has  not  yet  been  promulgated  I  am  not  author- 
ized to  communicate  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate-  General. 


Hdqrs,  Dept.  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  IS.  C,  June  14, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  No.  6  Montague  Street: 
General:  I  aju  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that,  by  the  inclosed  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter,*  you  will 

*  Not  found. 
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find  that  the  prisoners  eu  route  to  Audersonville  have  been  buoyed  up 
with  the  hopes  of  a  si^eedy  delivery  from  incarceration.  It  might  be 
well  to  inform  them  that  these  plans  have  been  discovered,  and  that 
any  attempt  of  the  enemy  in  their  direction  will  be  a  failure,  whilst  any 
endeavor  on  their  part  to  participate  in  these  plans  would  most  cer- 
tainly result  in  bloodshed  and  loss  to  themselves. 
llespeotfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Ansistant  Adjutant- General. 


[June  15, 1864. — For  Schimmelfennig  to  Poster,  inclosing  communi- 
cations from  Ripley  and  Jones  of  June  13,  in  relation  to  placing  Union 
officers  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  under  the  fire  of  Foster's  guns,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  131.] 


Houston,  June  Iff,  1864. 
Lieut.  0.  P.  Smith,  Commanding  Post,  Anderson: 

The  major-general  commanding,  learning  that  the  upper  room  to  the 
jail  at  Anderson  has  been  finished,  and  that  the  political  prisoners, 
with  the  exception  of  Zinke  and  Gildart,  have  been  placed  in  said  room, 
directs  me  to  say  that  he  does  not  wish  any  distinction  made  in  the 
treatment  of  those  men,  but  wishes  them  all  placed  in  the  upper  room 
where  they  can  have  the  benefit  of  ventilation,  if  their  safe- keeping  will 
permit  of  it. 

L.  G.  ALDRICH, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hbadquartees  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  June  16,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General:  I  think  the  cruel  determination  of  the  rebels  to  place  our 
officers  in  Charleston  under  our  fire  is  an  evidence  of  their  vindictive 
weakness  and  of  the  destruction  that  the  city  is  sustaining  from  our 
fire.  This  last  is  not  so  much  from  actual  demolition  as  from  the 
depopulation  and  desolation.  Private  letters  speak  of  this  and  of  the 
grass  growing  in  the  streets.  I  hope  the  President  will  decide  to 
retaliate  in  the  manner  proposed.  I  inclose  some  late  files  of  rebel 
papers. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  June  16, 1864 — 2  a.  m. 

(Received  9  a.  m.) 

E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Vallandighaui  is  in  Oliio.  He  makes  a  speech  at  Dayton  to-day. 
What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  President  and  War  Department  in  the 
matter?    Answer  soon. 

JOHN  BROUGH. 
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War  Department,  Washington  City,  June  16,  1864. 
Governor  Brough,  Columbus,  Ohio: 

Your  telegram  received.  The  President  is  absent  to  day,  and  I  do 
not  know  bis  views.  My  own  opinion  is  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Major- 
General  Heintzelman,  commanding  the  department,  to  have  arrested 
Vallandigham  at  all  hazards,  if  it  took  the  whole  force  of  his  com- 
mand; but  he  is  proving  unequal  to  his  station.  What  do  you  think 
should  be  done?    The  President  will  desire  to  know  your  opinion. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  June  16,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

(ieneral  Heiiitzelman  is  at  Indianai)olis;  is  expected  here  to-night; 
will  probably  take  action  on  the  matter.  I  send  you  by  mail  to-day 
copy  of  the  speech  at  Hamilton,  which  you  notice  is  open  and  defiant. 
I  do  not  see  that  the  President  needs  my  counsel.  The  only  open 
question  is  whether  the  sentence  of  the  court  in  this  case  shall  be 
enforced  or  set  at  naught.  He  must  decide  that.  The  arrest  can  be 
made  if  directed  without  any  serious  trouble. 

JOHN  BKOUGH. 


Wae  Department, 
Washington  City,  June  16, 1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Governor  Brough,  Columbus,  Ohio: 

Mr.  Seward  opposes  any  action  against  Vallandigham.  No  orders 
will  be  given  upon  the  subject  until  the  President's  return  to-morrow. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[June  16, 1864.— For  Foster  to  Halleck  (two  letters)  and  Foster  to 
Jones,  on  the  subject  of  retaliation  for  the  exposure  of  Union  officers  to 
the  fire  of  Foster's  artillery,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  pp.  134. 
135,141.1  -i-i-        > 

0.  S.  Military  Prisons,  Macon,  Ga.,  June  16, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.: 
General:  On  assuming  command  of  these  prisons,  June 2, 1864,*! 
had  the  honor  to  state : 

It  is  plain  that  any  officer  who  is  expected  to  command  this  military  prison,  the 
most  important  in  the  Confederacy,  as  bein^  composed  of  officers  only,  must  bo  of 
rank  to  command  at  least  the  officers  of  the  gnard  furnished  liira.  '  '  *  In  the 
event  of  attempted  outbreak  or  other  trouble  I  respectfully  ask  who  commands  the 
prison  guard? 

The  latter  contingency  has  occurred,  resulting  in  the  death  of  one 
officer,  a  prisoner.  Timely  notice  saved,  doubtless,  the  lives  of  1,000 
prisoners,  and  perhaps  a  few  of  us.  Most  of  these  oflicers  are  known 
to  be  intelligent,  some  fearless,  many  desperate,  and  all  are  of  more  or 
less  notoriety — I  had  almost  said  distinction.  The  question  is  still 
unsettled,  and  again  I  respectfully  ask  who  commands  the  prison  guard, 
myself  or  the  lieutenant-colonel  ot  "reserves  "  or  "  militia?"    Having 

"  Assigned  May  25,  1864,  l)y  par.  XXVIII.  S.  O.  No.  21,  A.  and  I.  G.  O. 
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had  some  military  experience  as  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  tbe  field,  I 
liope  I  may  be  excused  for  expressing  strongly  my  disincliuation  to  serve 
under  such  ofBcers. 
The  prisons  are  still  without  a  medical  officer  or  (luartermaster. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  C.  GIBBS, 
Captain  of  Infantry,  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Prisons. 

[Fir»t  iiiilorsement.] 

Headquarters  Post,  Richmond,  June  25, 18(14. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

Captain  Gibbs  is  personally  known  to  me,  having  served  under  my 
command  ibr  some  time.  He  is  a  most  efhcient  officer  and  peculiarly 
suited  for  the  position  he  now  holds. 

Captain  Gibbs  served  on  the  field  as  colonel  of  the  Forty-second 
North  Carolina  Troops  for  nearly  two  years,  and,  as  1  understand, 
resigned  on  account  of  the  objection  of  North  Carolina  troops  to  serv- 
ing under  officers  from  other  States.  I  respectfully  recommend  that 
Captain  Gibbs  be  given  his  former  rank  in  tlie  Provisional  Army,  and 
at  once  settle  the  matter  of  rank  at  tlie  post  where  he  now  commands. 

I  can  conscientiously  comuieud  this  officer  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Government. 

W.  M.  GARDNER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Post, 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department, 

Richmond,  June  28, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  request- 
ing attention  to  remarks  of  Brigadier  General  Gardner.    Action  should 
be  taken  in  this  case  without  delay. 

R.  S.  EWELL, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Station, 

Alton,  III.,  June  17, 18<>4. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  respectfully  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  10th  instant  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  Sisters  of 
Charity  at  the  prison  hospital  by  orders  of  Colonel  Sweet,  meaning 
well,  and  advising  me  that  their  continued  employment  is  not  approved. 
I  have  therefore  notified  them  that  their  services  would  be  dispensed 
with  at  the  end  of  the  present  month,  1  feel  tliat  I  ought  in  justice  to 
these  persons  to  express  my  conviction  that  the  impression  under 
which  yon  write,  that  they  carry  information  to  and  from  prisoners 
w  hich  is  contraband,  is  not  well  founded.  In  pursuance  of  your  request 
I  forward  herewith  a  list  of  the  articles  purchased  to  furnish  the  house 
occupied  by  the  sisters.  I  presume  tliat  most  of  the  articles  may  be 
used  in  furnishing  the  new  hospital  in  process  of  erection  in  the  prison 
yard.* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  GOPELAND, 

Brigadier-  General. 

^  List  omitteil. 
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Office  Commissaey-Geneeal  op  Peisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  17, 1864. 
Ool.  B.  J.  Sweet,  Commanding  Gamf  Douglas,  Chicago,  III. : 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  inclosing  a  note  from 
Bishop  Duggau,  of  Chicago,  requesting  i)ermission  for  the  Catholic 
clergy  to  visit  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  is  received. 
Please  inform  Bishop  Duggan  that  the  same  rule  is  prescribed  for 
Camp  Douglas  as  for  other  camps  where  there  are  prisoners  of  war — 
that  is,  when  any  of  the  sick  in  hospital  desire  to  see  a  clergyman,  they 
are  ])ermitted  to  do  so  without  regard  to  the  particular  denomination 
to  which  the  minister  belongs,  and  upon  the  Sabbath,  if  the  prisoners 
desire  it,  they  may  have  divine  service  by  any  clergyman  they  may 
select  who  is  willing  to  preach  to  them,  provided  there  is  no  special 
inconvenience  attending  it.  But  clergymen  have  nowhere  had  the 
privilege  of  visiting  prisoners  except  when  invited  as  above,  and  the 
rale  cannot  be  extended  at  Camp  Douglas. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Bed  Kivee  Landing,  June  17,  1804. 
Maj.  William  M.  Levy, 

Asst.  Adjt.  and  Inspector  General,  Commissioner  of  Exchange : 

Majoe  :  At  our  conference  on  the  31st  of  May  ultimo  the  question 
of  the  paroles  given  by  the  soldiers  of  the  command  of  Major-General 
Banks  captured  at  Brashear  City  in  June  and  July,  1863,  was  proposed 
and  discussed  between  us.  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  if  those 
paroles  should  be  recognized  and  allowed  by  Major-General  Banks, 
then  Major-General  Taylor  would  consent  to  extend  the  provisions  of 
our  cartel  of  January  4,  1864,  to  cover  all  captures  made  by  and  from 
his  own  and  the  forces  of  General  Banks  down  to  that  date,  viz,  May 
31,  1864,  and  that  in  pursuance  of  those  provisions  all  the  excess  of 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  Major-General  Taylor  would  be  delivered  on 
parole  to  Major-General  Banks. 

I  reported  this  agreement  as  understood  by  me  to  Maior-General 
Banks,  and  thereupon  received  from  him  full  authority,  in  case  the  pro- 
visions of  our  cartel  should  be  thus  extended  and  the  excess  of  pris- 
oners in  the  hands  of  Major-General  Taylor  should  be  thus  delivered,  to 
acknowledge  and  allow  the  ])aroles  in  question,  though  the  giving  of 
such  paroles  and  the  delivery  of  prisoners  upon  them  was  not  strictly 
regular. 

You  have  to-day  made  satisfactory  proof  to  me  that  prisoners  of  the 
command  of  Major-General  Banks,  to  the  number  of  1,360,  rated  as 
privates,  were  actually  captured  at  Brashear  City  and  vicinity  by  the 
forces  of  Major-General  Taylor  in  June  and  July,  1863,  and  were  after 
being  held  for  some  ten  days  delivered  at  an  outpost  of  our  forces  at 
Boutte  Station,  having  been  first  paroled  in  the  usual  form  and  were 
receipted  for  by  the  officer  commanding  such  outpost. 

I  was  prepared  to  a«t  and  allow  these  paroles,  such  proof  having 
been  made,  and  I  regret  that  the  interposition  of  superior  authority,  or 
any  lack  of  authority  on  your  part,  should  ])revent  you  from  granting 
to  me  the  extension  of  the  provisions  of  the  cartel  of  January  4,  upon 
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wLicli  ooiulition  aloue  1  was  authorized  to  make  the  acknowledgment 
aud  allowance  of  the  parole.s  above  mentioned. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  C.  DWIGHT, 
Colonel  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange, 


Red  River  Landing,  June  17, 1864. 
Gol.  0.  C,  D  WIGHT,  Commissioner  of  Exchange,  tfcc.  ; 

Colonel:  I  regret  as  well  as  you  do  that  I  am  not  clothed  with 
authority  which  justifies  me  in  carrying  out  your  understanding  rela-  . 
tivc  to  the  delivery  on  parole  of  the  excess  of  prisoners  in  the  hands  of 
Major-Generai  Taylor  captured  from  the  army  of  Major-General  Banks. 
From  your  part  acknowledgment  of  the  justice  of  recognizing  and 
accounting  for  the  prisoners  of  war  paroled  at  Brashear  City  I  cannot 
doubt  that  your  military  authorities  will  concur  in  your  opinion  based 
upon  the  facts  to  which  you  refer  in  your  communication  of  to-day,  and 
that  an  early  adjustment  will  be  had  of  the  matter  at  issue. 

The  suspension  of  the  question  of  recognition  of  the  Brashear  pris- 
oners will  not  interfere  with  the  exchange  agreed  upon  by  us  on  the 
31st  of  May,  1804. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  M.  LEVY, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Red  River  Landing,  June  17, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canbt,  Commanding,  tfcc.  ; 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  bearer  of  dispatches 
from  General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army.  They  relate  to  the  subject 
of  exchange  of  prisoners  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

In  order  to  facilitate  negotiations  and  efiect  with  greater  care  and 
celerity  the  object  of  my  mission,  I  have  to  suggest  that  a  personal 
interview  may  be  accorded  me. 

Awaiting  your  answer  at  Doctor  Smith's  plantation  near  Hog  Point, 
below  Red  River  Landing, 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IG.  SZYMANSKI, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General  and  Agent  of  Exchange, 

Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

p.  s. — Col.  C.  C.  Dwight,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  has  taken  charge  of  the 
dispatches  above  referred  to. 

[IncloBure  No.  I. J 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  6, 1864. 

The  Comdg.  General  U.  S.  Forces,  Dept.  of  the  Gulf  : 

GENERAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  this  by  Maj.  Ig.  Szymanski, 
who  is  the  accredited  agent  of  exchange  of  the  Confederate  States  for 
this  department. 

Major  Szymanski  is  fully  authorized  to  arrange  a  cartel  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  which  shall  be  general  throughout  that  portion 
of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  in  which  your  troops  are  serving. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

General,  Commanding. 
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[Tncloanre  No.  2-1 

Headquarters  Tkans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  6, 1864. 

The  CoMDG.  General  U.  S.  Foroes,  Dept.  of  the  Gulf  : 

General  :  I  learn  in  the  evacuation  of  the  Bed  River  Valley  by  the 
U.  S.  forces  that  many  Confederate  citizens,  non-combatants,  and 
engaged  in  peaceful  occupations,  were  carried  off  from  their  homes  as 
l)risoner8  of  war  by  the  forces  under  command  of  General  Banks. 

I  cannot  believe  that  a  course  so  directly  in  violation  of  the  usages 

of  civilized  warfare  meets  your  sanction,  or  has  been  done  with  yonr 

knowledge,  and  trust  that  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  bring  this  matter 

to  your  notice  to  have  the  parties  released  and  sent  within  our  lines.* 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
General,  Commanding. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  17, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Governor  Morton  requests  me  to  give  publicity  on  Monday  to  the 
documents  of  the  secret  treasonable  order,  as  a  warning  to  the  people 
of  its  nature.  I  have  purposely  kept  them  secret,  the  better  to  under- 
mine their  operations  and  to  enable  the  Government  to  have  proof 
ample,  if  they  should  conclude  to  make  simultaneous  arrests  of  the 
leaders  in  the  various  Western  States.  I  was  a  week  at  Louisville,  and 
find  the  condition  of  affairs  so  precarious  that  I  do  not  feel  authorizeil 
to  do  anything  that  can  precipitate  disturbance  in  the  rear  of  our  armies. 
It  is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  if  publislied  it  should  not  be  done 
by  the  Government,  so  that  if  it  concludes  not  to  rearrest  Vallandigham 
it  may  with  its  clemency  show  that  it  has  knowledge  of  the  whole  con- 
spiracy. The  documents  referred  to  are  the  secret  forms  of  all  the 
degrees  of  February  22,  and  the  new  worlc  recently  issued,  also  the 
constitution  of  the  supreme  councils  of  the  United  States,  of  State 
grand  councils  and  county  temples,  also  address  of  grand  commander 
communicating  to  the  order  Vallandigham's  views  and  wishes.  The 
publishing  oflBce  of  the  order  for  the  United  States  is  here,  and  its 
seizure  would  disclose  other  papers.  An  ofificial  of  the  order,  in  their 
full  confidence,  but  in  my  employ,  will  attend  the  session  of  the  supreme 
council  at  Chicago,  July  4,  it  having  been  adjourned  from  New  York, 
February  22.  Vallandigham  last  night,  at  Dayton,  defied  arrest, 
declared  the  person  and  property  of  all  instigators  to  be  hostages  for 
his  security,  and  he  would  urge  "eye  for  eye,  and  tooth  for  tooth,  so  help 
him  the  ever  living  Jehovah !"  I  siieak  judiciously  in  saying  that  this 
matter  is  worthy  the  grave  consideration  of  the  President,  his  Cabinet, 
and  the  General  in-Chief,  and  that  the  contingency  of  grave  domestic 
issnes  is  possible.  Governors  Bramlette  and  Morton,  and  Generals 
Rosecrans  and  Heintzelman,  have  concurred  in  the  policy  of  secrecy, 
with  a  view  to  contemporaneous  arrests.  The  last  named  left  for  his 
headquarters  last  night,  and  will  mail  my  last  report  of  June  6, 
which  he  was  prevented  from  doing  earlier  by  condition  of  affairs  at 
Cincinnati  during  Morgan's  raid.  1  address  you  without  intermediate 
channels  as  more  direct,  and  believing  that  I  should  not  act  in  a  matter 
that  may  possibly  be  of  serious  moment  without  the  full  knowledge  and 
sanction  of  the  Government. 

HENRY  B.  CARRINGTON, 
Brigadier- (ienend,  Commanding  District. 

•  For  reply  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  IV,  p.  451. 
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Tylek,  June  17, 1864. 
General  J.  B.  Magbxjder,  Galveston  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  General  Boggs  sent  me  a  verbal  njessage 
that  probably  1,000  prisoners  would  be  ordered  to  Alexandria  for 
exchange,  and  half  the  rest  would  go  to  Hempstead  and  half  remain  at 
Tyler.  With  those  going  toward  Hempstead  a  strong  guard  should  be 
sent — from  300  to  500  men.  Transportation  here  is  insuflBcient.  Not 
a  wagon  to  spare.  I  must  impress  teams  to-morrow  to  keep  up 
subsistence. 

T.  SCOTT  ANDERSON, 

Golo7iel,  Goinmandinfj. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  45.  ]  Andersonvillc,  Ga,,  June  17,  1864. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Office  the  undersigned  assumes  command  at  this  post.  All  returns 
and  reports  will  be  made  accordingly. 

Capt.  W.  8.  Winder,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Lieut.  E.  W.  Brown, 
aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  S.  B.  Davis,  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector 
general. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Office  Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners, 

Rock  Island  Barracks, 

Rock  Island,  111.,  June  18,  186L 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post: 
Colonel:  T  have  the  honor  very  respectfully  to  report  the  police 
condition  of  prison  and  prison  hospital  lor  the  week  ending  to-day  as 
follows:  The  grounds  and  external  surroundings  are  in  good  condition. 
The  interior  of  prwon  and  hospital  barracks,  since  having  been  white- 
washed, are  clean  and  light.  The  kitchens,  being  often  thoroughly 
scrubbed  and  frequently  inspected,  are  well  kept.  The  bedding  of  the 
prisoners  consists  of  their  blankets  only,  averaging  about  one  to  each 
man,  which  they  are  compelled  to  hang  out  in  the  air  every  day. 
Their  bunks  are  thoroughly  scrubbed  twice  a  week,  and  the  personal 
condition  of  the  prisoners  is  good.  The  hospital  is  well  supplied  with 
good  iron  cots,  mattresses,  sheets,  pillows,  blankets,  &c.  The  kitchen 
arrangement  is  excellent  and  skillfully  managed,  and  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  prison  department  is  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  P.  CARAHER, 
Lievtenanf-Golonel  Fovrth  h'egiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

Provost- Marshal  of  Prisoners. 

[IndMramiicnt.] 

Headquarters  Rock  Island  Barracks, 

Rock  Island,  III.,  June  S5,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoftinan,  Comniissary-(ieneral 
of  Prisoners,  with  the  following  remark :  After  a  careful  inspection  of 
the  prison  and  prison  hospital  1  fully  concur  with  the  within  report. 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Eegiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Post. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  iS.  C,  June  18,  1864. 
General  B.  P.  Scammon  : 

General:  Your  note  of  yesterday  was  handed  to  me  to-day.  I  am 
sorry  to  hear  that  your  health  is  so  b.ad,  aud  would  gladly  do  anything 
in  my  power  to  contribute  to  your  relief,  but  I  have  no  authority  to 
permit  you  to  leave  the  Confederate  States  and  go  North  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  an  exchange.  Your  Government  does  not  grant  that 
privilege  to  our  officers  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  has,  ifc  seems  to 
me,  thrown  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  fair  exchange.  I  will,  however, 
forward  your  note  to  the  War  Department,  with  a  favorable  indorse- 
ment, for  such  action  as  it  may  think  i)roper. 

I  directed  my  inspector- general  to  say  to  you,  two  or  three  days  since, 
that  I  would  do  all  in  my  i)ower  to  aid  you  in  effecting  an  exchange. 
Perhaps  you  may  accomplish  something  toward  that  end  through  Major- 
General  Foster,  commanding  U.  S.  forces  on  this  coast.  Any  communi- 
cation you  desire  to  make  to  or  through  him  will  be  forwarded  under 
flag  of  truce,  aud  hoi)e  you  may  be  successful  in  your  effort.  In  the 
meantime  everything  shall  be  done  that  can  be  consistently  with  your 
position  to  contribute  to  your  comfort  and  restoration  to  health. 
Very  respectfully,  aud  truly, 

[SAM.  JONES, 

Major-  General.] 


Andersonville,  June  18, 18(14. 
General  B.  Bragg  : 

The  force  here  is  2,867,  present  and  absent,  all  reserves  but  371; 
1,462  for  duty.  Our  force  ought  to  be  doubled.  I  shall  see  General 
Cobb  to  morrow  about  more  reserves  and  will  write  by  mail. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


K.  F.  Baldwin,  surgeon,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  asks  to  whom  the 
funds  of  a  deceased  Federal  should  be  turned  over.* 

[Indorscmeut-l 

June  18,  1864. 
Returned  to  Medical  Director  Carrington.    I  see  no  objection  to  the 
coutiscatiou  for  hospital  purposes. 

[RO.  OULD.] 

Headquarters,  Washington,  June  19, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 
General  :  The  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  you  to  exchange  any 
prisoners  of  war  now  in  your  hands,  rank  for  rank,  or  their  equivalents 
as  fixed  by  the  cartel;  such  exchange  being  a  special  one. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEGK. 

*■  Baldwin's  letter  not  found. 
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Hdqhs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  June  19, 1864. 
General  E,  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding  Trans- Mississippi  Department,  Shreveport,  La. : 
(tEneral:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  0th  instant,  forwarded  through  Major  Szymanski, 
announcing  that  that  officer  is  authorized  to  arrange  a  cartel  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  which  shall  be  general  throughout  that  portion 
of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  in  which  the  U.  B.  troops  are 
serving. 

In  reply  I  have  the  lionor  to  inform  you  that  Col,  C.  C.  Dwight  has 
been  directed  by  me  to  conduct  the  necessary  negotiations  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  Government,  and  has  been  clothed  with  full 
authority  in  the  premises. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


[June  19,  1864. — For  Canby  to  Smith,  in  regard  to  the  arrest  of 
certain  non-combatants  in  the  neighborhood  of  Alexandria,  La.,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  IV,  p.  451.] 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  19, 1864. 
Surg.  C.  T.  Alexander, 

Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  G. : 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  make  an  inspection  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  W^arren,  Fort  La- 
iayette.  Fort  Delaware,  and  Point  Lookout.  Inspect  the  hospitals, 
barracks,  clothing,  general  police,  and  all  things  upon  which  the  good 
health  of  the  command  depends  and  make  a  detailed  report  of  the  con- 
dition of  each  post.  Examine  particularly  into  the  management  of  the 
hospital  fund  and  report  how  far  the  regulations  issued  from  this  office 
for  the  government  of  hospitals  are  observed.  See  that  the  savings 
are  economically  made,  that  the  fund  is  judiciously  expended,  and 
that  the  hospitals  are  provided  with  all  necessary  clothing  for  the  sick, 
bedding,  and  furniture. 

Direct  such  reforms  in  the  administration  of  the  hospital  service  as 
you  may  deem  necessary  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  sick.  Any 
extension  or  improvement  of  hospital  accommodations  which  you  may 
consider  advisable  yon  will  report  in  detail,  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost,  for  the  approval  of  this  office. 

This  service  will  be  performed  with  as  much  dispatch  as  practicable, 
and  you  will  then  report  in  person  at  this  office. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-Oeneral  of  Prisoners. 
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Office  of  Superintendent  op  Prison, 

Depot  op  Prisoners  of  War, 

Near  Sandusly,  Ohio,  June  19, 1804. 
Capt.  A.  ]^.  Mead,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Sir:  Ihave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  condi 
tion  of  the  prison  and  prisoners  for  the  week  ending  to-day: 

Prisoners'  quarters,   mess-rooms,  and  kitchens  in  very  good  order; 
grounds  clean;  sanitary  condition  continues  good.     Whole  number  of 
prisoners,  2,154;  number  in  hospital,  48;  deaths  since  last  report,  1. 
Very  r«»spectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  SCOVILL, 
Major  128th  liegt.  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry,  Superintendent  of  Prison. 

[iTidorsement.] 

Hdqks.  U.  S.  Forces  at  Johnson's  Island  and  Sandusky, 

Johnson^s  Island,  Ohio,  June  19,  1864. 
Approved  except  as  to  the  condition  of  prison  barracks,  which  have 
received  some  additional  damage  by  holes  being  cut  in  them  for  light 
and  ventilation.  This  point  was  alluded  to  in  my  indorsement  to  the 
superintendent's  report  on  the  12th  instant.  Have  called  the  superin- 
tendent's attention  to  the  necessity  of  restraining  these  acts  and  regu- 
lating whatever  need  be  done  to  secure  light  and  ventilation. 

Resi)ectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Third  Infantry, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

CHAS.  W.  HILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  June  19,  1864. 

Major  SZYMANSKI, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Agent  of  Exchange  Trans  Mississippi  Dept. : 
Major  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  17th  instant,  and  to 
inform  you  in  reply  that  Col.  C.  C.  Dwight,  One  hundred  and  sixtieth 
New  York  Volunteers,  has  been  duly  authorized  to  confer  with  you  on 
the  subject-matter  of  your  communication  and  arrange  a  cartel  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  within  the  limits  of  this  command. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DE  WITT  CLINTON, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Generai. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  June  19,  1864. 
Col.  C.  C.  Dwight, 

One  hundred  and  sixtieth  New  York  Volunteers: 
Sir  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that,  in  arranging  a  cartel  for 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  within  the  limits  of  this  command, 
the  cartel  adopted  July  22, 1862,  will  bo  taken  as  the  basis  of  negotia- 
tions. The  articles  of  that  cartel,  so  far  as  applicable,  will  be  adopted, 
with  the  understanding  expressed  that  they  shall  apply  to  all  troops  in 
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the  service  of  tbe  United  States.  The  officers  and  men  of  colored  reg- 
iments to  receive  the  same  treatment,  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges, 
and  be  exchanged  in  the  same  manner  as  other  troops,  without  excep- 
tion or  distinction  of  any  kind.  The  same  rule  will  apply  to  civilians 
in  the  service  without  regard  to  color,  who  are  to  be  exchanged  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  article  3  of  the  cartel. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DE  WITT  CLINTON, 
Captain  and  Aid e-de- Gamp,  Avtiny  Asaistatit  Adjutant-General. 


Conaolidated  return  for  C.  S.  miHtari/  prison,  Camp  Sumter,  .Inderaonville,  (la.,  for  the 

week  ending  June  19, 1S64. 
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a  1,108  from  Richmond ;  63  from  Mobile. 

61,069  from  Kiclimond;  44  lr<ini  Atlanta. 

c  3  from  Charleston. 

d  424  from  Lyncbbnrf:. 

e  624  from  Selmaj  49  from  Petorsbiirg ;  1  sent  to  Macon. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  my  prison  journal. 

H.  WIEZ, 
Captain,  Commanding  Prison. 
Approved : 

W.  S.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


June  20, 1804. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary  of  Prisoners  : 

Colonel:  You  will  turn  over  to  Major  Strong,  of  General  Foster's 
stafl',  five  rebel  general  oflflcers,  prisoners  of  war,  of  rank  corresponding 
to  that  of  U.  S.  officers  exposed  by  General  Sam.  Jones  to  the  fire  of 
our  batteries  in  Charleston, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


[June  20,  1864.— For  Burbridge  to  Adjutant-General,  reporting  sur- 
render of  General  Hobsoii  and  his  command,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX, 
Part  I,  p.  20,J 
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Office  Commissar y-«  General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  T>.  C,  June  20, 1864. 
Maj.  Stephen  Cabot, 

Commanding  Fort   Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  Mass. : 
Major  :  The  five  rebel  officers  who  were  in  November  last  ordered 
from  Camp  Doaglas,  TU.,  to  Fort  Warren  to  be  held  in  close  confine 
ment  may  now  be  released  from  their  close  confinement  and  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  other  prisoners  of  war.     Some  of  them  were  very 
troublesome  at  Camp  Douglas,  and  1  therefore  desire  you  will  have 
them  closely  observed,  and  if  they  indicate  the  same  disposition  at 
Fort  Warren  return  those  so  offending  to  close  confinement. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forges, 
Camp  Chase,  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  June  20, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washiiigton  City,  D.  C. : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  have  the  new  prison 
inclosed,  parapet  completed,  wells  and  sinks  finished.  The  prisoners 
will  be  removed  to  it  in  the  morning  and  will  be  temporarily  in  tents, 
for  we  have  to  use  the  old  buildings  and  fence  in  erecting  the  new  ones. 
The  quartermaster  has  on  hand  a  large  number  of  wall-tents,  very  good 
ones,  which  we  will  use  until  the  barracKs  are  built.  With  the  amount 
of  prison  labor  we  have  1  think  the  whole  will  be  completed  within  ten 
days.  We  can  now  safely  keep  a  much  larger  number  ot  prisoners 
than  we  have  ever  had  at  this  post.  The  capacity  of  the  prison  will, 
when  completed,  be  about  7,000,  but  a  larger  number  might  be  kept  if 
necessary.  I  have  adopted  a  plan  for  sinks  by  which  the  contents  will 
be  discharged  outside  the  prison  and  can  be  kept  thoroughly  washed 
and  clean  at  all  times.  If  you  desire  it  1  will  report  the  particulars  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  I  have  worked  a  large  force  (not  prisoners)  in 
constructing  drains  by  which  the  prisons  and  camp  will  be  thoroughly 
drained  and  one  of  the  greatest  inconveniences  at  this  post  avoided. 
I  am  also  about  changing  the  form  of  the  camp,  putting  the  barracks 
on  three  sides  of  a  square,  rendering  it  more  compact  and  easily 
guarded.  Heretofore  it  has  been  impossible  with  the  garrison  stationed 
at  this  post  to  keep  up  a  camp  guard,  but  with  the  change  I  am  mak- 
ing it  will  be  easily  done.  Hoping  my  action  will  meet  with  your 
approval, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  RICHARDSON, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Ohio   Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Saint  Mary's  District, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  June  20,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  B.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  such  evidence  as  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain  concerning  the  shooting  cases  referred  to  in 
Surgeon  Thompson's  letter  to  you  of  May  31,  1864. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sef  vant, 

M.  P.  BCTFFUM, 
Lieut.  Col.  Fourth  Hhode  Island   Vols.,  Commanding  District. 
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[Inclosuro  No.  1.] 

Prisoners'  Camp,  Point  Loolcout,  April  19, 1864. 
Capt.  W.  A,  Crafts,  Commanding  Camp: 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  a  report  of  the  shooting  case  near  my 
tent  last  night,  and  beg  leave  to  express  the  hope  that  the  case  will  be 
investigated  and  steps  taken  to  preserve  us  against  the  vindictiveuess 
of  certain  of  the  colored  troops  who  guard  us,  and  our  lives  be  given 
all  the  protection  consistent  with  good  discipline.  About  two  months 
ago  Captain  Patterson  ordered  that  each  company  should  have  a  tub, 
to  be  used  at  night  for  sink  purposes,  and  I  obtained  one  for  my  tent 
and  those  standing  near  it.  This  tub  has  been  used  almost  every  nigbt 
since  it  has  been  there,  and  is  put  out  conspicuously  in  front  expressly 
to  prevent  accident.  Last  night  when  the  man  who  was  shot  came  out 
of  his  camp  tent  the  guard  was  just  in  front  of  it,  and,  I  imagine,  must 
have  seen  the  man  preparing  to  sit  down,  for  between  the  man's  com- 
ing out  of  the  tent  and  being  shot  the  guard  did  not  walk  more  than 
twenty  or  thirty  paces.  The  man  had  scarcely  sat  down  when,  without 
a  word,  the  guard  turned  and  fired.  The  animus  of  the  guard  is  mani- 
fest from  his  having  two  bullets  in  his  gun.  This  statement  can  be 
substantiated  by  full  testimony.  I  beg  leave  to  extend  this  report 
that  you  may  know  what  steps  to  take  toward  that  protection  which  I 
ask  in  the  name  of  the  camp.  Both  the  conduct  and  conversation  of 
the  colored  men  evidence  that  there  is  a  sort  of  rivalry  among  them  to 
distinguish  themselves  by  shooting  some  of  us.  The  one  who  does  so 
gains  an  eclat  which  the  others  envy;  and  animated  frequently  by  vin- 
dictive feelings,  they  make  pretexts  to  vent  them.  The  existence  of 
this  latter  motive  is  sufficieutly  proven  by  the  fact  that  the  patrols 
often  make  men  who  leave  their  tents  for  imperative,  reasons  come  to 
them,  and  keep  them  some  time,  tantalizing  them  with  threats.  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  protection  we  so  solicit  can  only  be 
secured  by  denying  these  men  discretionary  powers  and  confining  them 
imperatively  within  their  orders.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  thus  much. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LAIRD, 
Sergeant-Major  of  Camp. 

[Inrlorseroent.] 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

From  what  I  can  learn  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  within 
statement  of  Mr.  Laird,  who  has  been  acting  as  sergeant-major  at  this 
camj)  for  a  long  time,  is  correct. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  A.  CRAFTS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Provost- Marshal. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  April  22, 1864. 
Corpl.  Miles  James'  Statement. 

I  was  corporal  of  the  relief  which  was  on  duty  at  the  time  the  pris- 
oner was  shot.  1  heard  the  report  of  the  gun  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  the  sentinel  that  shot  the  prisoner.  He  told  me  where  the 
man  was  sitting  when  he  shot  him.  I  went  to  the  place.  There  was 
no  tub  there  at  the  time,  but  when  1  went  there  the  next  morning  there 
had  been  a  tub  put  where  the  man  was  shot. 

MILES  JAMES, 
Corporal  of  the  Ouard. 
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[Iiiclosure  No.  3.1 

Camp  Thirty-sixth  U,  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  April  22,  1864. 
Col.  A.  G.  Draper,  Commanding  District  of  Saint  Mary's: 

Sir  :  In  compliance  witli  orders  from  you  I  hereby  make  the  follow- 
ing statement  in  regard  to  the  shooting  of  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Point 
Lookout,  Md.,  by  a  sentinel  of  the  provost  guard:  I  was  at  the  guard- 
house at  the  time  the  shot  wiis  fired.  1  heard  the  rei)ort  and  immedi- 
ately proceeded  to  where  the  report  came  from.  I  saw  the  sentinel  who 
fired  Ihe  gun.  He  told  me  that  he  had  shot  one  of  the  prisoners  for 
refusing  to  obey  the  orders  which  he  was  instructed  to  enforce,  which 
was  to  allow  no  nuisance  to  be  committed  except  in  the  tubs. 
Very  respectfully, 

EDWIN  C.  GASKILL, 
tievond  Lieut.,  J6th  U.  IS.  Colored  Troops,  Lieutenunt  of  the  Guard. 

[luclusure  No.  4.] 

Point  Lookout,  April  22, 1864. 
Cnpt.  W.  A.  Crafts, 

Assistant  Frovost-Marshal,  Comdg.  Prisoners  of  War  Camp : 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  a  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  patrols  of 
the  camp  last  night,  feeling  impelled  to  it  by  the  exigency  of  the  case. 
What  the  causes  of  firing  were  I  am  not  able  to  ascertain,  but  the  dis- 
position of  the  patrols  may  be  evidenced  by  the  following  facts,  which 
can  be  substantiated,  viz:  In  Company  H,  Fifth  Division,  one  of  the 
men  lying  in  his  tent  remarked  to  a  comrade,  *'  You  are  pulling  the 
cover  ofi'  me,"  whereupon  lie  was  ordered  out  of  the  tent,  and  compelled 
to  come  out  by  threats  to  shoot  into  the  tent  in  case  of  noncompliance. 
Having  come  out  he  was  made  to  double-quick  from  the  center  ditch  to 
the  b.ay  fence  and  back.  A  similar  case  occurred  in  Company  E,  Fourth 
Division,  for  the  remark,  "I  have  not  been  asleep  for  two  hours."  In 
Company  H,  Fifth  Division,  a  man  while  lying  in  his  tent  was  struck 
slightly  on  the  foot,  the  ball  having  before  entering  his  tent  passed 
through  the  one  next  above  it.  In  Company  H,  Fourth  Division,  a 
man  was  very  painfully  wounded  in  the  foot  while  lying  in  his  tent. 
All  those  occurrences  at  or  about  J  2  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LAIRD, 
Sergeant  Major  of  Camp. 

[liidorstimeut.] 

Assistant  Provost-Marshal's  Office,  April  22, 1864. 
ItespectfuUy  forwarded. 
I  believe  the  within  statement  to  be  mainly  correct. 

W.  A.  CRAFTS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 

[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

Prisoners  of  War  Camp  Hospital, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  May  31,  1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  29th  of  May,  requesting  the  names  and  circum- 
stances attending  the  shooting  of  prisoners  of  war  previous  to  the 
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arrival  of  Colonel  Draper  and  after  March  20, 1864.    lu  reply  I  most 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

First.  Thoroughgood,  P.,  private  Company  0,  Fourth  North  Carolina 
Cavalry;  shot  April  18,  1864,  about  0.30  p.  m.  (See  accompanying 
report  to  provost-marshal,  April  19, 1864.) 

Second.  Lisk,  Mark,  private  Company  I,  Sixtieth  Tennessee  Infantry; 
shot  while  asleep  in  his  tent  on  the  night  of  2l8t  April. 

The  following-named  persons  were  present  in  the  tent  at  the  time: 
Privates  Talley,  Company  1,  Sixtieth  Tennessee  Infantry;  Jackson, 
Company  F,  Seventh  Confederate  Cavalry;  Miller,  Company  F,  Sev- 
enth Confederate  Cavalry.  (See  accompanying  report  to  provost-mar- 
shal, April  22, 1864.)  These  are  the  only  cases  that  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  occnrring  during  the  time  specified  in  your  communication. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  THOMPSON, 
Surgeon,  U.  iS.  Volunteers,  in  Charge. 

[Sub-incloaurc  No.  1.] 

Prisoners  op  War  Camp  Hospital, 

I'oint  Lookout,  Md.,  April  19,  1864. 
Major  Weymouth, 

First  JJ.  S.  Volunteers  and  Provost- Marshal : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  received  into  this  hos- 
pital and  dressed  the  wounds  of  Paul  Thoroughgood,  Company  C, 
Fourth  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  prisoner  of  war,  said  to  have  been 
wounded  by  the  guard  at  about  9.30  last  p.  m.    The  missiles  consisted^ 
judging  from  the  character  of  the  wounds,  of  two  balls  or  slugs.    One' 
entered  right  side  at  anterior  border  of  axilla,  passing  obliquely  down- 
ward and  emerging  at  right  side  of  spinous  processes  on  a  plane  four 
inches  below  that  of  entrance.    Distance  between  point  of  entrance 
and  that  of  exit,  eight  inches.    Cavity  of  thorax  not  opened  and  no 
bone  injured.    Second  ball  grazed  and  wounded  the  skin  at  a  distance 
of  three  inches.    Patient  at  this  time  doing  well. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  THOMPSON, 
Surgeon,  U,  S.  Volunteers,  in  Charge. 

[Sub-inclosure  No.  2.j 

Prisoners  of  War  Camp  Hospital, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  April  22, 1864. 
Major  Weymouth, 

First  U.  S.  Volunteers  and  Provost- Mar sImI  : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  received  into  this  hos- 
pital and  dressed  the  wounds  of  Private  Mark  Lisk,  Company  I,  Six- 
tieth Tennessee,  and  of  Company  H,  Fourth  Division  Camp,  said  to 
have  been  wounded  while  asleep  in  his  tent  last  evening  by  one  of  the 
patrol  guards.  The  missile,  a  minieball,  passed  into  the  outer  surface 
of  the  right  foot,  comminuting  the  os  calcis  and  lodging  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  bone. 

Hoping  that  measures  will  be  taken  to  prevent  further  reckless 
shooting  by  the  guard, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  H.  THOMPSON, 
Surgeon,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  in  Charge. 
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Hdqes.  Dept.  pf  Virginia  and  Koeth  Oaeolina, 

Office  Commissionee  foe  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.,  June  20, 1864. 
Colonel  W,  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  On  my  arrival  here  this  morning  I  received  your  commu- 
nications by  telegraph  and  mail.  I  telegraphed  you  in  answer  as  far  as 
I  am  able  at  present.  In  regard  to  Eichard  son's  case,  I  offered  to  Mr. 
Ould  Mr.  Hambleton,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  exchange  for  Mr.  Eichardson. 
This  Mr.  Ould  declined  to  accept.  I  then  requested  him  to  name  some 
person  held  by  U.  S.  authorities  for  whom  he  would  exchange  Mr. 
Eichardson.  He  said  he  could  not  name  one  at  that  time,  but  would 
think  of  it.  He  further  stated  that  if  our  authorities  were  willing  to 
release  and  deliver  all  citizens  and  non-combatant  prisoners  held  by  us 
he  would  do  the  same.  At  my  next  interview  I  shall  learn  something 
more  definite  on  this  subject,  and  will  at  once  communicate  it  to  you. 
I  have  called  for  the  papers  in  the  cases  of  Noel  and  Dent,  also  in  the 
cases  of  Turley  and  Harris,  and  will  inform  you  in  regard  to  them 
soon.  The  references  for  information  I  will  attend  to  and  return  to 
you  promptly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  MULFOED, 
Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 


Andeesonville,  June  20, 1864. 
General  Beagg: 

Upon  assuming  command  I  ordered  measures  to  bring  in  every  man 
not  with  his  regiment.  Whether  they  can  be  brought  in  or  not  I  can- 
not tell.  Even  were  they  all  present,  the  force  is  entirely  inadequate 
to  guard  24,000  prisoners,  daily  increasing.  General  Cobb  cannot  give 
me  a  man.    Measles  and  whooping  cough  prevailing  in  command. 

J.  H.  WINDEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Chief  Suegeon's  Office, 

Andersonville,  Ga.,  June  20, 1864. 
Captain  Hammond: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  sanitary 
condition  of  C  S.  prison  at  Andersonville,  Ga. : 

Your  inspection  of  the  prison  has  no  doubt  convinced  you  of  the  too 
crowded  condition  of  the  prisoners  within  the  stockade,  which,  com- 
bined with  the  absence  of  barrack  accommodation,  is  a  prolific  source 
of  disease.  The  arrangements  for  the  enforcing  of  proper  regulations 
tor  cleanliness  of  t^e  camp  are  in  progress.  The  hospital,  up  to  the 
22d  ultimo,  was  located  within  the  stockade,  where  it  was  impossible 
to  provide  the  sick  with  the  necessary  comforts.  The  supply  of  tents 
has  never  been  adequate  to  accommodate  the  number  of  sick.  The 
present  site  of  the  hospital  affords  a  line  shade  and  a  good  supply  of 
water  for  drinking  and  cleanliness. 

The  area  is  a  parallelogram  whose  sides  are  260  and  340  feet.  There 
are  209  tents  of  all  kinds,  the  majority  of  which  are  small  picket  tents  and 
tent-flies,  illy  adapted  to  hospital  purposes.  The  capacity  consistentwith 
comfort  does  not  exceed  800  men,  but  in  consequence  of  an  inadequate 
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supply,  they  have  been  compelled  to  accommodate  1,020  of  the  worst 
cases.  They  are  now  so  crowded  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  refuse 
admission  to  many  cases  who  cannot  be  treated  with  success  in  the 
kind  of  quarters  occupied  by  inmates  of  the  prison.  Two  hundred 
hospital  tents  are  required  to  accommodate  the  present  and  daily 
increasing  number  of  sick.  Delay  in  obtaining  medical  supplies  fre- 
quently arises  in  consequence  of  the  requisitions  being  required  to  be 
sent  to  the  medical  director  of  hospitals  at  Atlanta  for  approval,  whilst 
the  supplies  are  drawn  from  Macon,  Ga.,  only  sixty  miles  distant.  I 
would  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  the  proper  authority  the  pro- 
priety of  permitting  the  medical  purveyor  at  Macon  to  issue  on  re(|ui- 
sitiou  of  the  chief  surgeon  of  post,  approved  by  the  commanding  oiHcer. 
The  supply  of  medicines  is  not  at  all  times  equal  to  the  demand.  Being 
issued  in  quantities  njuch  less  than  is  allowed  by  the  sui)])ly  table, 
the  deficiencies  which  occur  cannot  be  promptly  met  in  consequence  of 
the  delay  which  arises  from  sending  requisitions  to  Atlanta  for  approval 
and  awaiting  their  return. 

The  report  of  sick  and  wounded  for  the  month  of  April  exhibits  a 
ratio  per  1,000  of  mean  strength,  306.1  cases  treated,  and  57.0  deaths. 
May,  G40.33  cases  treated,  and  47.3  deaths. 

The  daily  ratio  per  1,000  of  mean  strength  for  the  twenty  days  of 
present  month  has  been  If  deaths,  which  taken  as  an  average  for  the 
thirty  days  would  make  51.4  deaths  per  1,000  of  mean  strength  for  month 
of  June. 

The  morning  report  of  C.  S.  prison  shows :  Kemaining  in  hospital, 
1,02a;  in  quarters,  2,665;  deaths,  40;  strength  of  command,  23,911. 

The  number  of  medical  officers  on  duty  at  the  prison  is  inadequate 
to  perform  the  duties  required  of  them.  There  are  in  all  twelve,  seven 
of  whom  attend  sick-call  and  five  on  duty  at  hospital;  of  this  number 
five  are  employed  by  contract.  I  would  suggest  that  the  medical  force 
be  increased  by  ten  additional  officers. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 

Chief  Surgeon. 


Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington,  I).  C,  June  21, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Colonel  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Doctor  Ellerslie 
Wallace,  of  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  a  sub-committee  of  the  Sanitary 
Commission,  asking  for  certain  information  in  reference  to  the  treatment 
of  rebels  held  by  the  United  States  as  prisoners  of  war.  I  will  thank 
you  to  furnish  me  with  the  information  necessary  fully  to  answer  the 
questions  of  the  committee,  and  particularly  with  copies  of  any  official 
orders  bearing  upon  the  subject. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       "^  M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-  General. 

[luclosuro.] 

277  South  Fourth  Street,  Philadelphia,  June  20, 1S(U. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs,  Qtuirtermaster-General : 

Sir  :  A  commission  was  recently  appointed  by  the  U.  S.  Sanitary 
Commission  to  take  testimony  in  relation  to  tlie  condition  and  treatment 
of  Union  men,  prisoners  of  war,  by  the  rebels,  and  of  rebels,  prisoners 
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of  war,  ill  our  bauds.  lu  the  name  and  at  the  request  of  this  commis- 
sion I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you,  hoping  that  you  will  deem  it 
proper  to  aid  us  by  granting  us  the  information  asked  for  below.  We 
are  very  desirous  to  have  these  points  from  official  authority  or  we  would 
not  trouble  you,  and  if  you  will  favor  us  with  an  answer,  or  direct  some 
one  of  your  subordinates  to  do  so,  we  shall  be  under  much  personal  as 
well  as  general  obligation  to  you. 

First.  What  are  the  rations  furnished  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment to  the  rebel  prisoners,  their  quality  and  quantity"?  Second.  Does 
the  United  States  (Tovernment  supply  them  with  needful  clothing  and 
blankets'?  Third.  ]Joes  the  United  States  Government  or  its  officials 
dejirive  them  of  fire  in  their  prisons  during  the  season  when  lires  are 
needed,  as  in  the  late  fall,  winter,  and  early  spring"?  Fourth.  Are  any 
of  them  denied  shelter,  by  day  or  night,  during  tlie  inclement  and  cold 
season?  Fifth.  Have  orders  at  any  time  been  issued  to  sboot  the  pris- 
oners who  may  be  at  the  windows  or  near  them  in  their  rooms'?  Have 
any  ever  been  shot  or  shot  at  thus?  Sixth.  What  provisions  does  our 
Government  make  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  wounded  and  sick  rebel 
prisoners  (or  is  it  similar  to  that  made  for  our  own  men)  1  Seventh.  Did 
General  Butler  in  the  early  part  of  this  year  offer  exchange  of  prisoners, 
man  for  man,  of  those  confined  at  Point  Lookout  or  elsewhere? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELLERSLIE  WALLACE. 

In  behalf  of  Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  of  New  York ;  Dr.  Delatield,  of  New 
York;  Mr.  Gouvr.  M.  Wilkins,  of  New  York;  Rev.  Treadwell  Walden, 
of  Philadeli)hia;  Hon.  J.  J.  Clark  Hare,  of  Philadelphia;  Dr.  E.Wallace, 
of  Philadelphia,  commissioners. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army,  June  31, 1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Gomminsary  of  Prisoners  ; 

Colonel  :  In  addition  to  the  five  general  officers,  as  directed  yester- 
day, you  will  turn  over  to  Major  Strong  for  transportation  to  the 
Department  of  the  South  forty-five  field  officers,  rebel  prisoners  of  war. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


[June  21,  1864. — For  Halleck  to  Burbridge,  in  relation  to  paroles 
given  i)y  General  Hobson  and  his  staff,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX. 
Part  llj  p.  134.] 

[June  21, 1864. — For  Halleck  to  Poster,  in  regard  to  the  confinement 
of  Union  officers  in  that  part  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  Foster's  batteries  and  directing  retaliatory  measures,  &c.,  see  Series 
I,  VoL  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  143.J 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  June  21,  1864.. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  HiTCHCOCK, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  J).  C. : 
General:  General  E.  K.  Smith  has  inoimsed  general  exchange  of 
prisoners  held  by  both  armies  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  and 
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the  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  and  I  have  sent  a  commissioner  to 
the  mouth  of  Red  Eiver  to  meet  the  commissioner  appointed  by  him.  I 
have  instructed  the  commissioner  sent  by  me  that  all  negotiations  shall 
be  conducted  under  the  recognized  and  expressed  understanding  that 
the  conditions  of  the  cartel  of  July  22, 1862,  shall  apply  to  all  troops  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States;  that  officers  and  men  of  colored  regi- 
ments shall  receive  the  same  treatment,  be  entitled  to  the  same  privi- 
leges, and  be  exchanged  in  the  same  manner  as  other  troops,  and  that 
the  third  article  of  the  cartel  shall  apply  to  all  conditions  without  dis- 
tinction. In  addition  to  the  prisoners  now  held  by  us,  General  Smith 
proposes  to  exchange  the  Louisiana  brigade  captured  at  Vicksburg  and 
paroled  by  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  the  captures  at  Arkansas 
Post,  which  it  is  understood  have  not  yet  been  exchanged,  against  re- 
cent captures  in  the  Departments  of  Arkansas  and  the  Gulf.  If  these 
exchanges  are  made  there  will  be  still  a  balance  against  us  in  this 
division  of  3,000  men. 

I  have  no  information  with  regard  to  the  Louisiana  brigade  or  the 
captures  at  Arkansas  Post.  Will  you  please  cause  it  to  be  fur- 
nished me? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  K.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  21, 1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke,  Commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. : 

Send  Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Gardner,  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Fort  Lafayette, 
under  a  safe  guard  to  Fort  Delaware.  Allow  him  to  have  communica- 
tion with  no  person  by  the  way.    lieply. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary- Getieral  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissabt-Geneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  21, 1864. 
Col,  A.  G.  Drapek, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Mary^s,  Point  LooTcout,  Md. : 

Colonel:  All  the  rebel  officers  now  at  Point  Lookout  who  are 
well  enough  for  the  voyage  will  be  immediately  transferred  to  Fort 
Delaware,  and  for  this  purpose  a  steamer  will  report  to  you  in  a  day  or 
two.  They  will  be  placed  in  charge  of  a  guard  of  200  men,  under  com- 
mand of  a  field  officer,  who  will  deliver  them  to  the  commanding  officer 
at  Fort  Delaware  and  take  a  receipt  for  them.  Instruct  the  commander 
to  select  a  suitable  part  of  the  vessel  for  his  guard,  where  he  will  keep 
it  embodied,  having  sentinels  distributed  through  the  ship  to  keep 
order  and  give  alarm  when  necessary.  The  men  of  the  guard  should 
not  take  ofi  their  accouterments  nor  place  their  arms  out  of  their  reach 
during  the  voyage,  and  they  must  be  required  to  be  particularly  vigi- 
lant at  all  times.  If  yon  have  them,  furnish  some  of  the  guard  with 
revolvers.  Call  the  attention  of  the  officer  in  command  to  article  37 
of  Eevised  Army  Regulations,  in  relation  to  troops  on  transports. 
Send  a  list  of  the  prisoners  with  them  and  a  copy  to  this  office.  Cooked 
provisions  will  be  furnished  to  the  command  for  the  voyage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAK 

Colonel  Third  Itifanlry  and  Comviissary-Oeneral  of  Prisoners, 
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Washington,  June  21, 1864. 
Col.  C.  W.  Hill, 

Commanding  Johnson's  Island,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Forward  immediately  to  Fort  Delaware,  under  safe  guard,  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  J.  Archer,  a  prisoner  of  war  in  j'our  charge.    Let  him  have  commu- 
nication with  no  person  by  the  way.    Report  when  he  will  leave. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  June  21, 1864. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  City: 
Dear  Sir:  Some  fourteen  months  since,  whilst  on  a  visit  to  my 
family,  and  under  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War  at  Kichmond,  I  was 
arrested  by  your  forces,  and  after  spending  some  time  in  various  mili- 
tary prisons  in  close  confinement  was  sent  to  Fort  McHenry  for  trial. 
I  was  there  tried  before  a  military  commission  and  sentenced  to  close 
confinement  in  this  fort  (I  have  learned  through  the  papers)  for  fifteen 
years,  the  facts  of  which  I  have  never  been  officially  notified.  When  I 
entered  the  Confederate  service  I  accepted  the  position  with  all  its 
responsibilities,  and  it  is  not  now  the  purpose  of  this  letter  to  either 
recapitulate  the  proceedings  of  that  court  or  to  animadvert  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  trial  was  conducted.  The  archives  of  your  Depart- 
ment will  readily  furnish  you  all  the  particulars.  Suffice  it  to  say  I 
am  now  expiating  my  alleged  offense  in  close  confinement  here,  and 
already  (though  but  fourteen  months  of  my  time  have  been  spent  in 
close  confinement)  it  is  telling  upon  my  health  and  spirits.  I  have  a 
large  family,  and  except  during  the  period  of  the  brief  visit  before  men- 
tioned 1  have  been  separated  for  over  three  years.  The  uncertainties 
as  to  their  future,  conjoined  to  the  worry  of  mind  incident  to  my  own 
helpless  condition  here,  is  rapidly  sapping  my  vital  powers.  The  object 
of  this  letter  is  to  ask  for  a  commutation  of  my  sentence,  say  to  expa- 
triation from  the  country  to  any  neutral  territory,  Canada  or  any  of  the 
South  American  Republics,  under  such  restrictions  as  you  may  deem 
proper,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  which  I  will  give  security  (if 
desired).  I  furthermore  would  ask  for  a  passport  for  my  wife  and 
youngest  child  to  accompany  me.  If  my  sentence  is  of  such  a  character 
as  not  to  admit  of  any  change  I  would  respectfully  ask  for  a  permit  for 
my  wife  to  visit  me  at  this  post  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  together 
about  the  ways  and  means  for  the  future  of  my  family.  This  cannot  be 
done  by  correspondence.  The  limits  of  our  letters  are  prescribed  so  as 
to  render  it  impossible  to  enter  into  such  details  as  to  enable  us  properly 
to  provide  for  their  wants.  If  my  first  request  is  not  favorably  enter- 
tained by  you,  the  second  granted,  a  small  boon  as  it  is,  I  feel  confident 
will  not  be  denied  me  (my  wife  to  visit  me),  I  shall  then  be  prepared 
for  tranquillity,  not  otherwise;  the  visit  and  stay  of  my  wife  to  be 
regulated  by  yourself.  I  solicit  as  early  a  response  as  the  multiplicity 
of  business  will  permit. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  most  obediently, 

THOS.  D.  ARMEST, 

Major,  0.  8.  Army. 
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[First  indorsement.  ] 

"War  Department,  June  24, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  for 
report. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

LOUIS  H.  PELOUZB, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indnrseraeut.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

June  30, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Major  Armesy  was  sentenced  by  military  commission  to  be  confined 
at  bard  labor  in  Fort  Warren  or  such  place  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  direct  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  upon  the  charge  of  recruiting 
men  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces  for  the  rebel  army.  (See  General 
Orders,  Fo.  397,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  December  16, 1863.)  Major 
Goff,  of  the  Federal  Army,  has  been  placed  in  close  confinement  in  the 
Libby  Prison  in  retaliation,  and  Maj.  W.  P.  Elliott,  of  the  rebel  army, 
has  been  placed  in  like  confinement  at  Port  Delaware. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Third  indoracnjent.l 

July  1, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners for  remark. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

LOUIS  H.  PELOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Fonrth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  July  6, 1864. 

His  application  cannot  be  granted. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major -General  of  Volunteers. 

[Fifth  indorsemenr.] 

War  Department,  July  5  [6],  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
The  prisoner  will  be  informed  that  his  application  for  a  commutation 
of  sentence  is  not  favorably  considered. 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

LOUIS  H.  PELOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hog  Point,  La.,  June  21, 1864. 

Col.  Charles  C.  Dwight, 

Agent  of  Exchange  on  the  part  of  Major- General  Ganby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Proposition  to  exchange  man  for  man  and  officer  for  officer,  or  accord- 
ing to  the  scale  of  equivalents  agreed  upon  in  the  cartel  of  July  22, 
1862,  from  the  captures  made  by  the  forces  of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith 
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within  the  district  now  commanded  by  Major-General  Cauby,  and  from 
those  longest  held  as  prisoners  of  war  in  the  hands  of  General  Smith, 
a  number  equivalent  to  officers  and  men  of  the  following  captures 
made  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  without  exception,  from  the 
force*  now  under  the  command  of  General  Smith,  viz : 

The  Louisiana  brigade  captured  at  Vicksburg  and  paroled,  number- 
ing about  2,000.  1  will  furnish  the  U.  S.  authorities  the  rolls  of  the 
officers  and  men  who  are  exchanged  by  this  agreement. 

The  captures  at  Helena,  Ark.,  sent  to  prisons  at  the  North,  number- 
ing about  SOO. 

The  captures  lately  made  by  Major-General  Steele,  or  by  officers 
under  his  command,  from  the  forces  of  General  Smith. 

The  exchange  to  be  made  at  Eed  Kiver  Landing,  La.,  or  at  such  other 
point  as  shall  be  agreed  upon. 

The  U.  S.  prisoners  delivered  at  Eed  River  Landing,  La.,  on  June 
17, 1864,  are  to  be  counted  for  their  equivalents  in  exchange  for  the 
Louisiana  brigade  of  the  Yicksburg  capture,  the  remainder  to  be 
exchanged,  man  for  man,  on  the  spot. 

The  question  relative  to  the  capturing  of  non-combatants,  not  having 
elicited  thus  far  any  answer,  is  reiterated. 

It  is  understood  that  in  case  the  Louisiana  brigade  of  the  Vicks- 
burg capture,  now  within  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  should  be 
exchanged  by  the  agent  of  exchange  at  Richmond,  Va.,  pending  these 
negotiations,  the  above  propositions  in  regard  thereto  to  be  considered 
as  withdrawn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IG.  SZYMANSKI, 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Agent  of  Exchange,  Trans- Mississippi  Dept. 


Andersonville,  June  21, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper: 

Do  earnestly  urge  upon  the  Secretary  the  necessity  of  immediately 
establishing  another  prison.  Want  of  provisions  is  a  serious  matter, 
and  there  are  too  many  prisoners  for  one  point.  Union  Springs,  Ala., 
is  represented  as  a  suitable  place. 

J.  H.  WINDER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Macon,  June  21, 1864. 
General  B.  Bragg  : 

General  Jones  being  absent,  I  proceeded  on  receipt  of  your  telegram 
of  15th  instant  to  inspect  prison  depot  at  Andersonville.  Number  of 
prisoners  at  depot  on  20th  instant  was  23,951.  The  guard,  commanded 
at  present  by  Col.  J.  H.  Fannin,  First  Georgia  Reserves,  consist  of 
four  regiments  State  reserves,  a  detachment  from  Fifty-fifth  Georgia 
Volunteers,  and  Dyke's  Florida  battery,  the  aggregate  effective  strength 
being  1,588.  The  reserve  troops  are  poorly  instructed  and  without  dis- 
cipline. The  prison  camp  is  surrounded  by  a  stockade  seventeen  feet 
high,  and  covers  an  area  of  sixteen  acres  and  a  half,  only  twelve  acres 
of  which  can  be  occupied.  It  is  crowded,  filthy,  and  insecure.  An 
addition  now  being  made  will  give  ample  room.  Rations  issued  to 
prisoners  the  same  in  quality  and  quantity  as  those  issued  to  the  guard. 
Average  rate  of  mortality  during  present  month  has  been  thirty-six 
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per  diem.  The  guard  should  be  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  at 
least  1,500  men.  Additional  surgeons  and  150  hospital  tents  are 
immediately  needed. 

W.  M.  HAMMOND, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Post, 

No.  48.  J  Andersonville,  Ga.,  June  21, 1864. 

I.  The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  detachments  on  duty 
at  this  post  will  proceed  to  establish  their  camps  and  regulate  their 
guard  in  accordance  with  the  Army  Eegulations. 

II.  The  attention  of  all  officers  is  especially  called  to  the  duties  oi 
guards  and  sentinels,  as  they  will  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  all 
escapes  and  difficulties  arising  from  the  failure  of  an  intelligent  and 
rigid  performance  of  duty  on  the  part  of  troops  acting  under  tlieir 
commands. 

III.  All  camps  will  be  thoroughly  policed  each  day,  and  the  com- 
manding officer  of  troops  occupying  each  camp  will  be  held  responsible 
for  the  condition  of  the  same. 

IV.  No  company  will  be  left  under  any  circumstances  without  one 
commissioned  officer. 

V.  Officers  are  required  to  quarter  with  their  commands,  and  not  to 
leave  the  limits  of  camp  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  their 
immediate  superior  officer  commanding. 

VI.  Not  more  than  five  men  to  a  company,  under  any  circumstances, 
will  be  permitted  to  be  absent  from  the  limits  of  camp  at  one  time,  and 
then  never  more  distant  than  a  mile.  The  officers  must  be  satisfied 
before  permission  is  given  at  all. 

VII.  All  persons  are  strictly  prohibited  from  trading  with  the  pris- 
oners. Citizens  detected  violating  this  order  will  have  their  articles 
seized  and  confiscated,  and  soldiers  will  be  promptly  and  severely  pun- 
ished. 

VIII.  The  general  commanding  trusts  that  an  entire  observance  and 
a  cheerful  and  prompt  obedience  to  the  foregoing  orders  and  regula- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  and  the  people 
whose  interests  they  are  sent  here  to  protect,  will  render  it  unnecessary 
to  inflict  any  penalty  for  their  violation. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder: 

W.  S.  WINDER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Houston,  June  21, 1864. 
Major-General  Magruder  : 

Have  telegraphed  Smith  to  deliver  prisoners  to  Poole,  and  for  Poole 
to  call  on  Colonel  Gillespie  for  aid  if  needed. 

A.  C.  JONES, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Anderson,  Tex.,  June  21, 1864. 
Capt.  E.  P.  Turner,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Eight  o'clock  last  night  it  was  rumored  a  mob  was  near  this  place. 
At  9  o'clock  a  man  calling  himself  Captain  Poole  demanded  five  of  the 
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political  prisoners,  with  order  from  you.  Circumstances  induced  me 
to  suspect  its  genuineness,  consequently  refused  to  deliver  them  until 
further  orders. 

C.  P.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Post. 


Headqtjaetees  Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  Jtme  22, 1864. 

Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  JD.  G.  : 
Colonel:  The  suggestions  and  plan  of  new  barracks  are  excellent 
and  entirely  satisfactory  to  me,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
their  adoption  and  very  early  construction.  I  had  anticipated  your 
views  in  reference  to  having  the  infantry  officers  outside  with  their 
regiment  and  have  also  established  several  other  precautions  against 
the  possible  mutiny  of  the  prisoners. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOBPF, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


[June  22, 1864. — For  Foster  to  Halleck,  inclosing  list  of  Union  oflBcers 
placed  under  Are  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part 

II,  p.  144.] 

[June  22, 1864. — For  Jones  to  Foster,  in  regard  to  the  confinement 
under  fire  of  both  Union  and  Confederate  officers  as  a  retaliatory  meas- 
ure, &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LIIl,  p.  104.] 


Office  Commissart-Gbnebal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  22, 1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  Eastman, 

Commanding  Draft  Rendezvous,  Elmira,  N.  T.: 
Colonel  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  barracks  (No.  3) 
at  Elmira  will  be  prepared  to  receive  prisoners  of  war  according  to  the 
instructions  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo.  In  establishing 
the  fence  it  is  advisable,  if  practicable,  to  inclose  ground  enough  to 
accommodate  in  barracks  and  tents  10,000  prisoners.  Please  report  in 
detail  what  will  be  necessary  to  put  the  place  in  condition  for  this 
service,  including  tents  for  the  guard,  tents  for  prisoners,  kitchens  for 
prisoners,  which  should  be  fitted  up  with  Farmer's  boilers,  of  from  30  to 
120  gallons,  according  to  convenience,  &c.,  giving,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  cost. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Military  Prison,  Johnson's  Island,  June  22, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Banks,  New  Orleans,  La. : 

By  letters  received  from  New  Orleans  we  learn  that  several  ofl&cers 
surrendered  at  Port  Hudson,  with  others,  were  lecently  sent  from  New 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.       395 

Orleans  to  Pascagoula  for  exchange.  Supposing  that  no  special  reason 
exists  for  the  delivery  of  a  part  that  does  not  apply  to  all  of  the  Port 
Hudson  prisoners,  we  beg  leave  in  their  behalf  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  case.  The  day  after  the  surrender  you  will  remember  that  you  vol- 
untarily paroled  the  rank  and  file,  and  expressed  regret  that  peremptory 
orders  forbade  an  extension  of  like  favor  to  the  officers.  But,  in  con- 
sideration of  what  you  were  pleased  to  term  a  most  gallant  defense,  you 
assured  us  that  your  influence  would  be  used  to  procure  for  us  a  speedy 
exchange  or  liberation  on  parole.  When  we  left  New  Orleans  the  4th 
of  October  last  newspapers  announced  the  fact,  and  members  of  your 
staff  informed  us  we  were  going  North  for  exchange.  Unfortunately  for 
the  interests  of  humanity  the  Federal  and  Confederate  commissioners 
let  their  official  differences  of  opinion  degenerate  into  a  personal  quar- 
rel, and  a  very  ill-natured  correspondence  grew  out  of  it.  While  these 
gentlemen  were  struggling  for  epistolary  notoriety  prisoners  on  both 
sides  suffered,  many  of  them  sickened  and  died.  It  has  so  chanced  that 
the  fortunes  of  war  within  the  past  few  months  has  placed  a  number  of 
your  officers  and  men  in  possession  of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith.  Now, 
as  we  were  surrendered  to  you,  and  in  that  sense  may  logically  be  con- 
sidered prisoners  of  your  department,  can  yon  not  procure  our  delivery 
for  the  return  of  an  equivalent  of  your  own  recently  captured  officers? 
Such  exchanges  were  carried  on  at  City  Point  up  to  the  opening  of  the 
Virginia  campaign  in  May.  Why  may  not  the  same  thing  be  done  in 
the  extreme  South  ?  We  appeal  to  you  to  effect  the  exchange,  not  doubt- 
ing that  General  Smith  will  readily  concur  in  it  as  many  now  here  belong 
to  his  department.  There  are  about  200  of  us  here  at  present.  The 
risks  of  camp  pestilence  and  death-dealing  bullets  on  the  field  every 
soldier  makes  up  his  mind  to  encounter,  but  no  one  on  taking  serAdce 
on  either  side  contemplates  the  horrible  torture  of  perpetual  imprison- 
ment if  unfortunately  captured.  Such  a  condition  of  things  must  shock 
the  moral  sense  of  Christendom.  Will  you  not  lend  your  aid  and 
influence  to  mitigate  this  great  evil?  Inclosed  we  send  you  a  letter  to 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith.  It  may  be  sent  to  him  or  any  other  Confed- 
erate officer  acting  as  exchange  agent. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  K.  MILES, 

Colonel  Miles'  Legion. 

I.  G.  W.  STEEDMAN, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  Alabama  Voltmteers. 

WM.  N.  R.  BEALL, 
Brigadier- General,  Provisional  Army,  C.  8. 

BEN.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fifteenth  Arlcansas  Regiment. 


Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  June  22, 1864. 
General  &.  Goover,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  order  for  the  return  of 
Private  W.  F.  Butler  to  his  company.  This  man  is  detailed  for  the 
quartermaster  at  this  post  and  his  services  are  utterly  indispensable 
here.  The  quartermaster  must  have  some  confidential  man  in  his 
office,  otherwise  he  could  do  no  outdoor  work.  Having  charge  of  the 
prison  at  Macon,  as  well  as  this  post,  he  must  have  some  one  in 
the  office  he  can  trust.  The  place  of  Butler  cannot  be  supplied  here, 
as  there  is  no  population  in  the  vicinity,  and  a  haphazard  detail  will 
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not  answer,  as  the  quartermaster  must  necessarily  sometimes  trust 
him  with  money.  I  am  absolutely  obliged  to  detain  this  man  until 
you  can  be  heard  from,  and  I  earnestly  request  that  the  detail  be 
indefinitely  made.  We  want  at  least  two  more  details,  and  cannot 
find  any  one  for  the  purpose.  When  the  magnitude  of  the  responsi- 
bility resting  on  me  is  considered,  I  hope  1  may  have  such  assistance 
as  I  may  deem  necessary,  and  I  hope  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say 
that  I  shall  ask  nothing  that  is  not  necessary.  We  have  this  morning 
24,193  prisoners  of  war  and  increasing  almost  daily,  larger  than  an 
army  corps,  and  only  1,178  reserves  (as  raw  as  troops  can  be)  for  guard 
for  all  purposes.  We  have  this  morning  discovered  a  tunnel  under 
the  pickets  14  feet  deep  and  from  90  to  100  feet  long.  This  work  will 
show  the  desperation  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  breaking  out  of  these 
prisoners  would  be  more  disastrous  than  a  defeat  of  the  army.  1 
forgot  to  state  that  the  measles  and  whooping  cough  has  made  its 
appearance  among  the  troops,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  say  how  far 
the  effective  force  may  be  rfeduced.  I  earnestly  request  that  an  addi- 
tional force  of  at  least  1!,000  men  may  be  immediately  sent  me.  The 
Government  has  placed  upon  me  a  fearful  responsibility,  and  I  trust 
there  is  confidence  enough  in  me  to  accord  to  me  all  I  ask  for  the 
proper  performance  of  my  duties,  and  request  the  prompt  action  of  the 
Secretary  in  this  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — Butler  is  the  only  detailed  man  in  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment at  this  post. 

[First  indorsement.l 

Ad.tutant  AND  Inspector  Generai>'s  Office, 

July  22,  1864. 
EespectfuUy  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
By  order  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[SecouA  indorsement,] 


July  25, 1864. 


Adjutant-General  : 

Detail  for  sixty  days.  Advise  with  General  Cobb  whether  an  addi- 
tional guard  of  reserves  cannot  be  sent.  The  present  force  is  alarm- 
ingly small. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  22,  1864. 
Capt.  James  E.  Ourell,  Mobile: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  making  certain  inquiries  has 
been  received. 

The  subject  is  one  of  some  diflBculty.  My  view  is  that  the  Port  Hud- 
son prisoners  were  declared  exchanged  by  Notice  No.  7,  October  IG, 
1863.  Being  exchanged  they  were  then  subject  to  capture,  and  if  they 
gave  a  new  parole  they  are  bound  by  it.  Such,  then,  as  gave  a  parole 
after  the  date  of  Exchange  Notice  No.  7  are  subject  to  the  conditions 
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of  the  new  parole,  provided  the  Yankees  themselves  proceeded  in  the 
regular  way  with  their  captures.  The  Federals  have  themselves 
declared  that  all  prisoners  must  be  delivered  at  City  Point  or  Vicks- 
burg,  unless  there  is  a  formal  agreement  between  competent  parties  to 
the  contrary.  They  therefore  refused  to'  recognize  the  delivery  at 
Brashear  City.  No  agreement  has  been  made  to  receive  prisoners  at 
Pascagoula  by  parties  competent  to  enter  into  any  such  agreement. 
My  cimclusion,  therefore,  is  that  tlie  parties  you  refer  to  are  not  bound 
by  their  parole,  not  because  the  parole  is  not  valid,  but  because  they 
were  not  properly  delivered.  You  are  aware  I  resisted  this  Yankee 
theory  about  delivery  at  one  or  the  other  i)lace,  but  without  avail. 
We  have  been  compelled  to  a(;cept  the  doctrine.  The  men  can  be 
sent  to  duty,  and  you  will  dispose  of  all  similar  cases  hereafter  in  the 
same  way.  We  will  try  and  make  the  Yankees  sick  with  their  own 
physic.  If  these  men  had  been  delivered  at  V  icksburg,  or  if  we  had 
agreed  to  consider  Pascagoula  as  a  ]>lace  of  mutual  delivery,  the  case 
would  be  otherwise  and  the  ])h roles  would  have  been  binding. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EG.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Houston,  June  33, 1864. 
General  Magruder: 
Captain  Poole  has  arrived  witli  i)risoners. 

A.  0.  JONES, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Sta^. 


Houston,  Ju7ie  32, 1864. 
General  E.  K.  Smith  : 
(Care  H.  L,  Kaukin.) 
Very  great  excitement  and  indignation  at  Peebles  being  sent  to  the 
enemv.    We  pray  you  to  arrest  him. 

MANY  CITIZENS. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Post, 

No.  49.  )  Anclersonville,  Ga.,  June  32, 1864. 

Capt.  W.  S.  Eeed,  having  reported  for  duty  in  accordance  with  orders 
from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Offlce,  is  assigned  to  duty 
as  provost-marshal,  and  will  assume  command  of  the  provost  guard. 
Bv  order  of  General  Winder: 
•^  W.  S.  WINDEE, 

Axsistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  33, 1864. 

Brigadier-General  Burbridge,  Lexington,  Ky.  : 

You  will  exercise  your  own  judgment  about  arresting  and  releasing 
from  arrest  General  Hobson  and  his  officers  till  your  report  is  received.* 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

»  For  dispatch  in  full  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  II,  p.  141. 
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[June  23, 1864. — For  roll  of  Confederate  prisoners  of  war  to  be  sent 
from  Fort  Delaware  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV, 
Part  II,  p.  147.J 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  23, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General,  Washington,  J).  G. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  lilst  instant  covering  one  from  Dr.  EUerslie  Wallace,  of 
Philadelphia,  asking  in  behalf  of  a  sub-committee  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission for  certain  information  in  reference  to  tlie  treatment  of  rebel 
prisoners  of  war  while  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States. 

To  enable  you  to  answer  satisfactorily  the  questions  asked  by  the 
committee  you  request  me  to  furnish  you  the  requisite  information, 
including  copies  of  all  official  orders  bearing  on  the  subject,  and 
accordingly  I  inclose  herewith  copies  of  three  circulars  issued  from 
this  office  for  the  government  of  commanders  of  military  prisons,  the 
one  dated  April  20  being  in  substance  a  reissue  of  one  dated  July  7, 
1862,  and  copies  of  two  letters  of  instructions  addressed  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  Camp  Morton,  bearing  particularly  on  the  orders  to 
be  given  to  guards,  which  are  to  be  observed  at  all  prison  camps. 

The  circulars  fully  answer  questions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6.  I  will  add,  in 
reply  to  question  3d,  that  there  may  be  no  doubt  about  the  matter,  that 
fuel  is  provided  for  by  the  Army  Eegulations  and  is  liberally  furnished. 

As  to  question  5, 1  have  heard  of  no  orders  to  shoot  prisoners  for 
being  at  the  windows  or  near  them  and  I  do  not  believe  orders  of  that 
character  have  anywhere  been  given.  I  have  heard  of  no  prisoners 
being  shot  under  such  circumstances. 

As  to  question  7,  General  Butler  did  in  the  early  part  of  this  year 
ofter  to  exchange  prisoners,  grade  for  grade  and  man  for  man,  of  those 
at  Point  Lookout  and  two  other  places,  but  the  proposition  was  not 
acceded  to  by  the  rebel  authorities. 

I  inclose  also  a  list  of  articles  which  prisoners  are  permitted  to  pur- 
chase of  the  sutler. 

With  the  above  information  I  hope,  general,  you  will  be  able  to  sat- 
isfy the  Sanitary  Commission  that  the  prisoners  of  war  in  our  bauds 
are  treated  with  all  the  consideration  and  kindness  that  might  be 
expected  of  a  humane  and  Christian  people.  If  our  enemies,  instead 
of  following  our  example,  deliberately  destroy  the  lives  of  their  pris- 
oners by  denying  them  food  and  shelter  they  heap  shame  upon  them- 
selves in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Gommissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Gratiot  Street  Prison, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  June  ~'o,  1864. 
Maj.  O.  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Major  :  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  169,  paragraph  12, 
dated  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  June  20,  1864,  the 
following  report  of  facts  connected  with  the  shooting  of  certain  prison- 
ers of  war  confined  in  Gratiot  Street  Prison  is  respectfully  submitted: 
On  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  June,  1864,  between  the  hours  of  9  and 
10  o'clock  a.  m.,  some  prisoners  permitted  to  be  in  the  prison  yard  at 
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that  time  succeeded  in  getting  an  ax  from  the  kitchen,  which  was  used 
for  chopping  meat,  with  which  they  broke  the  lock  of  a  gate  leading  to 
an  alley  west  of  the  prison,  while  some  of  them  had  disarmed  the  guard 
stationed  inside  by  getting  hold  of  his  gun  from  behind.  The  alarm 
was  at  once  given,  but  some  had  already  succeeded  in  getting  out  and 
had  scattered  in  all  directions. 

A  detail  of  men  from  the  Tenth  Kansas  Infantry  was  immediately 
sent  after  them,  and  another  party  not  on  duty  at  that  time,  but  in 
camp  not  far  from  the  prison,  upon  hearing  the  alarm,  joined  in  the 
chase,  duriug  which  the  following  men  were  killed:  James  A.  Col- 
clieasure,  i^rivate  of  Tliompson's  regiment,  C.  S.  Army,  tweuty-seven 
years  old,  captured  in  Clay  County,  Mo.;  Lewis  Y.  Schultz,  a  citizen  of 
Saint  Louis,  twenty-lour  years  of  age,  captured  at  Saint  Louis. 

The  following  men  were  wounded  and  returned  to  prison  hospital : 
A.  C.  Grimes,  a  citizen  of  Balls  County,  Mo.,  and  captured  at  Memphis, 
Teun.;  William  McFileuey,  a  citizen  of  Washington  County,  Mo,,  cap- 
tured at  Saint  Louis,  Mo. ;  John  P.  Abshire,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
C.  S.  Army,  captured  at  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  these  prisoners  having  violated  the 
regulations  of  the  prison  and  attempting  to  escape,  the  guard  did  but 
their  duty,  and  their  act  was  justifiable  and  in  accordance  with  their 
instructions  and  the  custom  in  like  cases. 

The  names  of  the  men  who  did  the  killing  cannot  be  ascertained  with 
any  certainty,  as  there  was  a  general  rush,  and  the  firing  was  from  dif- 
ferent directions. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GUST,  HEmRICHS, 
Major,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry. 
GEO.  W,  YATES, 
First  Lieutenant,  Fourth  Michigan  Volunteers,  Aide-de-Camp. 


Prisoners  of  Wak  Camp  Hospital, 

Foint  Lookout,  Md.,  June  33, 1864. 
Lieut.  EiCHAED  F,  Andrews, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Saint  Mary^s: 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  most  respectfully  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  commanding  officer  to  the  already  crowded  condition  of  the 
prisoners  of  war  camp  at  this  post,  and  as  sanitary  officer  of  the  camp 
to  most  respectfully  protest  againi?t  the  reception  of  additional  num- 
bers of  prisoners,  there  being  now  fully  14,000  within  the  camp,  and 
near  20,000  on  the  Point  in  all,  including  the  U.  S.  Hammond  General 
Hospital,  with  1,300  wounded  men,  the  contraband  camp  of  indefinite 
numbers,  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  troops  of  the  garrison. 
In  addition  to  this  are  the  quartermaster's  stables  with,  I  suppose,  250 
horses  and  mules.    The  reasons  why  I  am  urged  to  make  this  protest 

are: 

First.  The  limited  area  of  the  camp  and  surface  within  the  stockade 

known  as  the  Point. 

Second.  The  already  insufficient  quantity  and  injurious  quality  of 
the  water.  By  reference  to  inclosed  report  of  analysis  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  water  of  some  of  the  wells  is  already  unfit  for  use,  and  to  this 
state  of  the  water  I  attribute  largely  the  increased  amount  of  and 
fatality  of  disease  duriug  the  past  month. 

Third.  Though  the  police  of  the  camp  now  is,  and  has'been  for  sev- 
eral months  past,  most  excellent,  still  every  precaution  against  epidemic 
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diseases,  with  this  overcrowding  of  the  camp  not  only  continued,  but 
rumor  says  yet  to  be  increased,  will,  I  fear,  prove  futile,  and  we  may 
see  ere  the  summer  is  past  au  ei)idemio  that  will  decimate  not  only 
the  ranks  of  prisoners,  but  affect  alike  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Point.  I  therefore  most  respectfully  recommend  to  the  consideration 
of  the  commanding  officer:  First.  That  no  greater  number  of  prison- 
ers or  troops  than  at  present  be  allowed  upon  the  Point.  Second. 
That  condensers  be  at  once  put  ui»  in  order  to  turnish  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  pure  water.  Third.  The  diminished  issue  of  salt  pork  and  the 
largely  increased  issue  of  fresh  vegetables;  this  in  consideration  of  the 
scorbutic  tendency  and  character  exliibited  in  the  majority  of  diseases 
occurring  in  camp.  Fourth.  The  ijninediate  construction  of  barrack 
hospital  for  the  acuominodation  of  200  sick. 

A  comiiiunicatiou  was  forwarded  from  this  office  May  27, 1864,  rela- 
tive to  the  necessity  of  immediately  enlarging  this  hospital.  At  this 
date,  June  23, 1864, 1  have  200  sick  men  in  camp  who  should  be  in  hos- 
pital, and  see  no  prospect  of  speedily  having  the  hospital  enlargement 
respectfully  asked  for  now  nearly  a  month  since. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  THOMPSON, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  Charge. 

I  iDclorsemeut.] 

Headquakteks  District  of  Saint  Mary's, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  June  25, 1864. 
Kespectfully  forwarded  approved. 

I  have  this  day  forwarded  au  application  for  permission  to  purchase 
a  condenser  capable  of  producing  17,000  gallons  of  fresh  water  daily. 
The  material  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  has  been  purchased,  and  I 
am  informed  by  the  post  quartermaster  that  it  is  already  on  the  way. 

A.  (}.  DKAPBE, 
Colonel  Thirty-sixth  IT.  8.  Colored  Troops,  Commanding  District. 


Special  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  145.  )  Richmond,  June  23, 1864. 

*  *  *  »  »  *  # 

VII.  All  returns  and  accounts  of  prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy 
which  were  heretofore  required  to  be  made  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  H. 
Winder  will  hereafter  be  addressed  to  Brig.  Gen.  William  M.  Gardner, 
in  this  city.  Commanding  generals  of  armies,  departments,  &c.,  will 
be  governed  accordingly. 

*****  «  # 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Post, 

No.  109.  )  Andersonville,  Ga.,  June  23,  1864. 

There  being  no  books  at  this  post  for  the  necessary  records  of  the 
prisons,  Maj»E.  Griswold  will  proceed  at  once  to  Columbia,  S.  C,  to 
obtain  them,  being  the  nearest  point  where  they  can  be  had. 
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Major  Griswold  is  referred  to  the  quartermaster  at  Columbia  for 
these  books.  As  soou  as  the  business  is  trausacted  Major  Griswold 
will  return  to  this  post. 

In  the  event  that  these  books  cannot  be  had  through  the  quarter- 
master Major  Griswold  is  authorized  to  get  them  elsewhere  upon  the 
best  terms  that  they  can  be  had. 

By  order  of  General  John  H.  Winder : 

W.  S.  WINDER, 
Aniiistant  Adjutant-  General. 

JxraE  23,  1864. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  Richmond  : 

Report  of  inspection  of  the  C.  S.  militari/  prison  and  post  at  Salisbury, 

m  C. 

Commandant — Colonel  Gilmer,  Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ment, temporarily  disabled  by  wounds.  Assistant  commandant — Cap- 
tain Fuqua,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  disabled  by  wounds. 
Adjutant — Lieut.  F.  D.  Stockton.  Employes — Two  clerks,  both  officers, 
who  have  resigned,  but  have  never  been  enrolled.  Their  names  were 
reported  to  the  enrolling  officer.  Books:  (1)  si)ecial  order-book,  (2) 
general  orders,  (3)  guard  reports,  carefully  kept,  (4)  register  of  convicts, 
(5)  register  of  political  prisoners  and  of  prisoners  of  war,  (6)  copy  of 
sentence  of  each  convict  in  full.  The  books  are  well  kept.  The  guard 
consists  of  three  companies  of  about  200  men  for  duty.  Company  A  is 
from  Alabama  and  enlisted  for  general  service.  Companies  B  and  C 
were  organized  for  local  service,  professedly  from  non-conscripts.  But 
the  recruiting  was  carelessly  conducted  and  a  number  of  conscripts 
crept  in.  Some  of  these  have  been  taken  out,  some  still  remain,  whose 
military  status  is  matter  for  careful  investigation  by  the  enrolling 
officer  to  whom  their  names  were  given.  Captain  Allen  enlisted  his 
company  in  so  loose  a  manner  that  the  original  muster-roll  does  not 
show  the  age  of  the  recruits.  Most  of  the  lieutenants  of  these  two 
companies  were  subject  to  conscription  in  the  general  service  at  the 
time  of  their  election.  By  what  authority  were  they  withdrawn  from 
it?  The  War  Department  has  decided  that  in  the  companies  of  junior 
reserves  the  officers  must  belong  to  the  same  class  as  the  men.  These 
officers  stand  on  the  same  footing,  it  would  seem,  but  a  different  impres- 
sion prevails,  and  special  instructions  to  enrolling  officers  will  be  neces- 
sary if  it  is  desired  to  jjut  these  men  in  the  army.  These  companies 
have  been  recently  largely  recruited  by  the  enlistment  of  boys  between 
seventeen  and  eighteen  years  old.  This  api)ears  to  me  a  violation  of 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  17, 1864. 

The  officers  have  been  so  careless  in  recruiting,  and  it  is  so  hard  to 
get  a  conscript  out  of  this  organization  when  once  received,  that  I 
recommend  that  they  be  forbidden  to  receive  another  recruit  until  he 
is  certified  by  the  district  enrolling  officer  not  to  be  subject  to  con- 
scription. The  men  are  pretty  well  drilled  as  companies  but  not  at  all 
as  a  battalion.  This  defect  will,  I  am  sure,  soon  be  remedied  by  the 
])resent  efficient  commandant.  Clothing  and  shoes  good;  arms  indif- 
ferent and  ill  kept. 

I  was  informed  that  a  band  was  about  to  be  organized  in  addition  to 

the  present  field  music.    Some  ten  or  twelve  boys  will  be  enlisted  as 

privates  and  detailed  as  musicians,  which  is,  of  course,  equivalent  to 

withdrawing  ten  or  twelve  muskets  from  the  efficient  junior  reserves 
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now  in  the  field.  I  recommend  that  this  sort  of  thing  be  prohibited  in 
orders.  There  are  twenty-three  sentry  posts.  The  prison  wards  are 
kept  as  clean  as  they  can  be  in  the  absence  of  proper  water-closets, 
which  are  being  built,  and  with  so  many  inmates.  They  are  very  much 
crowded  with  132  men  in  a  room  of  60  by  40  feet.  There  are  now  in 
confinement  650  persons,  consisting  of  soldiers,  working  out  their  sen- 
tences, political  prisoners,  deserters  from  the  enemy,  and  prisoners  of 
war.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  prison  3,802  persons  have  been 
confined  in  it,  of  whom  1,176  have  been  treated  in  hospital  and  77  have 
died.  The  kitchen  seems  to  be  well  arranged.  Kation — eighteen 
ounces  of  flour  and  one-third  pound  of  meat,  with  rice,  beans,  and  salt. 
The  prisoners  have  never  been  a  day  without  meat.  The  cooking 
is  done  by  a  non-conscript,  employed.  He  is  assisted  by  prisoners. 
The  hospital  (first  assistant  surgeon)  is  neat  and  has  a  good  garden 
attached.    Seven  employes,  all  disabled  soldiers. 

Captain  Goodman,  assistant  quartermaster,  does  the  duties  of  post 
and  transportation  quartermaster,  and  in  addition  buys  forage  for  the 
army.  Employes — one  clerk,  one  transi)ortation  agent,  one  messenger, 
one  shipping  agent,  one  wagon-master,  one  head  mechanic,  twelve 
carpenters,  three  blacksmiths,  one  harnessmaker,  one  wheelright  (all 
exempts  or  detailed  upon  certificate  of  physical  disability  or  for  mechan  ■ 
ical  skill),  and  twenty-six  negroes.  This  force  is  employed  in  build- 
ing a  wayside  hospital  at  Salisbury  and  a  forage  house  at  Concord. 
Captain  G.  has  some  forty-odd  horses  and  mules  in  excellent  order.  1 
was  glad  to  learn  from  him  that  the  inspector  of  transportation  had 
required  him  to  give  up  twenty-four  of  these  for  the  army  in  exchange 
for  animals  somewhat  reduced  in  flesh.  As  far  as  1  could  see  this  officer 
is  managing  his  business  well. 

Major  Myers  does  the  duties  of  post  commissary  and  of  chief  com- 
missary of  the  Fifth  North  Carolina  District.  He  has  no  prohibited  per- 
son in  his  employment  except  A.  B.  Shepperson,  aged  twenty-six,  and 
liable  to  conscription.  Application  has  been  made  for  his  detail  as  an 
indispensable  impressing  agent.  Since  March  1  the  following  stores  have 
been  collected  and  shipped  and  issued  by  this  officer :  290,127  pounds 
bacon,  5,944  barrels  flour,  300,629  pounds  meal.  Captain  Brenizer,  in 
charge  of  the  ordnance  works,  was  absent.  He  has  thirty -five  conscripts 
(amongst  them  one  clerk  and  one  superintendent)  either  detailed  or 
with  applications  pending.  These  works  are  engaged  in  making 
10-pounder  Parrott  shell  and  horseshoes;  of  the  latter  the  product  is 
6,000  a  month. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

AECHEE  ANDEESON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Quartermaster's  Department, 
Vamp  ISumter,  Oa.,  June  23,  [f]  1864. 
Henry  Db  Veuve, 

Bonded  Agent,  Quartermaster's  Department: 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  select  suitable  buildings  and 
materials  of  all  sorts  to  establish  a  shoe  factory  for  tlie  Confederate 
States  Government.  You  will  use  the  utmost  diligence  in  procuring  all 
necessary  machinery  and  t«ols  to  eftectually  carry  this  shop  into  suc- 
cessful operation,  and  will  keep  me  fully  posted  in  regard  to  everything 
connected  with  it. 
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You  will  use  your  best  discretion  in  making  necessary  purchases, 
always  keeping  in  view  the  best  interest  of  the  Government. 

R.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Post  Quartermaster. 

P.  S.— Quartermasters  will  furnish  Mr.  De  Veuve  transportation 
wherever  his  business  may  call. 

R.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Post  Quartermaster. 


First  Regiment  Georgia  Rbseetes, 

Camp  Sumter,  June  23, 1864. 
President  Jefferson  Davis: 

Respected  Sib  :  Being  but  a  private  in  the  ranks  at  this  place,  con- 
sequently if  I  see  anything  to  condemn  (as  I  do)  I  have  no  power  to 
correct  it.  Yet  as  a  humane  being  and  one  that  believes  that  we  should 
"do  as  we  would  be  done  by,"  I  proceed  to  inform  you  of  some  things 
that  I  know  you  are  ignorant  of,  and  in  the  first  place  I  will  say  I  have 
no  cause  to  love  the  Yankees  (they  having  driven  myself  and  family 
from  our  home  in  New  Orleans  to  seek  our  living  amongst  strangers), 
yet  I  think  that  prisoners  should  have  some  showing.  Inside  our 
prison  walls  all  around  there  is  a  space  about  twelve  feet  mde,  called 
the  "  dead-line."  If  a  prisoner  crosses  that  line  the  sentinels  are  ordered 
to  shoot  him.  Now,  we  have  many  thoughtless  boys  here  who  think  the 
killing  of  a  Yankee  will  make  them  great  men.  As  a  consequence, 
every  day  or  two  there  are  prisoners  shot.  When  the  oflBcer  of  the 
guard  goes  to  the  sentry  stand,  there  is  a  dead  or  badly  wounded  man 
invariably  within  their  own  lines.  The  sentry,  of  course,  says  he  was 
across  the  dead-line  when  he  shot  him.  He  is  told  he  did  exactly  right 
and  is  a  good  sentry.  Last  Sabbath  there  were  two  shot  in  their  tents 
at  one  shot.  The  boy  said  that  he  shot  at  one  across  the  dead-line. 
Night  before  last  there  was  one  shot  near  me  (I  being  on  guard).  The 
sentry  said  that  the  Yankee  made  one  step  across  the  line  to  avoid  a 
mud  hole.  He  shot  him  through  the  bowels,  and  when  the  officer  of 
the  guard  got  there  he  was  lying  inside  their  own  lines.  He  (the  sentry) 
as  usual  told  him  that  he  stepped  across,  but  fell  back  inside.  The  officer 
told  him  it  was  exactly  right.  Now,  my  dear  sir,  I  know  you  are 
opposed  to  such  measures,  and  I  make  this  statement  to  you  knowing 
you  to  be  a  soldier,  statesman,  and  Christian,  that  if  possible  you  may 
correct  such  things,  together  with  many  others  that  exist  here.  And 
yet  if  you  send  an  agent  here  he  will  of  course  go  amongst  the  officers, 
tell  his  business,  and  be  told  that  all  is  well,  but  let  a  good  man  come 
here  as  a  private  citizen  and  mix  with  the  privates  and  stay  one  week, 
and  if  he  don't  find  out  things  revolting  to  humanity  then  I  am 
deceived.  I  shall  put  my  name  to  this,  believing  that  you  will  not  let 
the  officers  over  me  see  it,  otherwise  I  would  suffer,  most  probably. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  ANDERSON. 

P.  S. — Excuse  pencil. 

[First  iDdorHonieiit.J 

July  23, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  War. 

J.  C.  IVES, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

July  23,  1864. 
Adjutant-Geneeal  : 
Eefer  to  Brigadier- General  Winder. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  /Secretary  of  War. 


Galveston,  June  23, 1864. 
Col.  A.  O.  Jones  : 

Let  all  the  prisoners  come  down  to-morrow  except  Baldwin,  who  will 
be  remanded  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Anderson  and  put  in  jail 
there. 

J.  B.  MAGRUDER, 
Major- Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Houston,  June  23, 1864. 
Major-General  Magrudee  : 
Dispatch  about  prisoners  received.     All  right. 

A.  G.  JOISTES, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Judge- Advocate-Geneeal's  Office,  June  24, 1864. 
His  Excellency  the  Peesident  : 

In  the  case  of  George  A.  Williams,  late  captain.  First  U.  S.  Infantry, 
referred  to  this  office,  the  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted : 

This  is  an  application  made  by  him  for  the  rescission  of  the  order  by 
which  he  was  summarily  dismissed. 

From  the  papers  examined  it  appears  that  Captain  Williams  was  on 
duty  as  provost-marshal  at  Memphis,  and  as  such  in  charge  of  the 
military  prison  and  hospital  in  that  city. 

According  to  a  report  of  inspection  made  to  Colonel  Hardie  by  Lieut. 
Col.  John  F.  Marsh,  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
under  date  of  April  28,  1864,  the  prison  which  is  used  for  the  detention 
of  citizens,  prisoners  of  war  on  their  way  to  the  North,  and  U.  S. 
soldiers  awaiting  trial,  and  which  is  located  in  a  large  block  of  stores, 
is  represented  as  the  filthiest  place  the  inspector  ever  saw  occupied  by 
human  beings.    The  report  proceeds  thus : 

Tlie  whole  management  and  fjo^ernment  of  the  prisoners  could  not  bo  worse. 
Discipline  and  order  are  unknown.  Food  sufficient,  but  badly  served.  In  a  dark, 
wet  cellar  I  found  twenty-eight  prisoners  chained  to  a  wet  floor,  where  they  hadbeini 
constantly  confined,  many  of  them  for  several  months,  one  since  November  16,  1863, 
and  are  not  for  a  moment  released,  even  to  relieve  the  calls  of  nature.  With  a 
single  exception  these  men  have  had  no  trial. 

The  hospital  is  described  as  having  a  shiftless  appearance  and  the 
guard  dirty  and  inefficient.  It  is  also  stated  that  there  was  no  book  or 
memorandum  showing  the  disposition  of  the  prison  fund. 

It  would  seem,  though  the  fact  is  not  directly  stated,  that  upon  this 
report  the  Secretary  of  War  ordered  the  dismissal  of  Captain  Williams. 
A  telegraphic  order  was  sent  May  7  to  Major-General  Washburn,  com- 
manding District  of  West  Tennessee,  dismissing  Williams  for,  as  he 
says,  excessive  cruelty  to  prisoners  and  gross  neglect  of  duty. 

Upon  receipt  thereof  he  applied  for  a  board  to  examine  into  the 
charges.    A  commission  was  accordingly  ap^jointed  by  Major-General 
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Washburn,  composed  of  tliree  officers,  who  were  directed  to  inspect 
the  prison  thoroughly  and  report  at  length.  They  found  it  to  consist 
of  three  stories,  the  ground  floors  having  gratings  and  being  used 
respectively  for  Federal,  Confederate,  and  citizen  prisoners.  The  front 
room  on  the  second  floor  of  the  middle  tier  is  used  for  the  office,  and 
immediately  in  its  rear  is  the  room  used  for  female  prisoners,  which  is 
without  ventilation  or  light,  badly  policed,  bed  and  clothing  dirty,  and 
everything  in  couftision.  Visitors  are  permitted  to  hold  conversation 
with  prisoners  freely.  The  (juarters  of  the  prison  guard  are  in  disorder 
and  badly  policed;  rations  cooked  and  eaten  in  the  same  room,  and  the 
place  absolutely  filthy.  The  officer's  prison,  second  story,  south  tier,  has 
no  ventilation ;  the  utensils  in  the  cooking  department  dirty,  though 
the  officers'  cook-room  is  in  better  condition.  Hospital,  dispensary, 
and  dining-room,  in  good  condition;  laundry  and  colored  female  prison, 
and  colored  hospital,  said  to  contain  a  wagonload  of  dirt;  a  patient 
sick  in  bed  with  pneumonia,  Avith  a  ball  and  chain  on;  chain-gang  room 
in  basement  dark,  cold,  damp,  and  filled  with  disgusting  odors. 

The  report  proceeds  with  much  minuteness  to  detail  the  cases  of 
prisoners.  This  i)ortion  not  being  susceptible  of  condensation,  a  ref- 
erence to  the  copy  thereof  herewith  is  respectfully  invited.  The 
general  tenor  of  the  report  is  decidedly  against  the  administration  of 
affairs,  and  shows  that,  through  inadvertence,  neglect,  or  want  of  time, 
many  cases  of  hardship  and  injustice  appear  to  have  existed,  while  the 
sanitary  police  of  the  establishment  seems  to  have  been  wretchedly 
inefficient. 

The  report  concludes  as  follows : 

The  biiildiDg  is  unfit  for  the  purpose  for  -which  it  is  used.  Great  improvements 
have  been  made  in  it  during  the  administration  of  Captain  Williams,  all  of  which 
•will  more  fnlly  and  at  large  appear  in  the  report  of  Captain  Williams,  which  is 
hereunto  annexed  and  made  part  of  this  record. 

Captain  Williams  laid  before  the  commission  a  statement  setting 
forth  a  history  of  his  connection  with  the  prison  and  endeavoring  to 
show  that  his  management  thereof  had  been  an  improvement  upon  that 
of  his  predecessor;  that  the  defective  ventilation  was  solely  the  fault  of 
the  construction  of  the  building;  that  the  guards  were  changed  so 
often  that  he  could  not  make  them  efficient;  that  the  delays  attending 
the  administration  of  justice  were  attributable  to  the  insufficient  num- 
ber of  officers  assigned  to  the  duty  of  examining  the  cases,  and  that 
he  had  made  every  exertion  to  discharge  the  duties  devolved  upon  his 
position.  He  submitted  also  the  certificate  of  the  superintendent  of 
general  hospitals,  who  considered  the  hospital  in  good  order  and  the 
prison  as  well  conducted  as  circumstances  admitted. 

In  submitting  his  case  to  the  President  this  officer  says  that  he 
graduated  at  West  Point  in  1852  and  has  never  before  been  under 
charges,  and  that  he  can  refer  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  Major- 
General  Sherman  as  to  his  character.    He  files  the  following: 

First.  A  testimonial  from  Major-General  Hurlbut,  who  says: 

Capt  George  A.  Williams,  First  U.  S.  Infantry,  assumed  the  duty  of  provost-marshal 
at  Memphis  at  my  request.  For  a  long  time  and  nntil  my  removal  he  reported  daily 
to  me  and  confidentially.  I  know,  therelore,  his  duties  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  performed  them,  and  I  affirm  from  such  knowledge  that  his  place  lu  that  depart- 
ment cannot  be  filled  so  far  as  I  know  by  any  other  officer.  I  know  him  to  be  ot  the 
hiehest  ponr.nge,  phvKical  .and  moral,  no  respecter  of  persons  or  positions  in  the  line  ot 
his  dutv  of  incorruptible  integrity  and  of  zealous  honor.  Inaccessible  to  bribes,  he 
is  equally  so  to  those  blandishments  which  sometimes  succeed.  Neither  man  nor 
woman  can  turn  him  from  his  duty.  He  believes  rebellion  a  crime,  and  traitors 
criminals,  in  which  I  concur.  His  administration  .at  Memphis  has  satisfied  all  loyal 
men,  and  has  given  umbrage  only  to  the  host  of  plunderers  and  thieves  and  their 
allies. 
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He  is  charged,  I  am  told,  with  cruelty  to  prisoners  and  with  neglect  of  the  Irving 
Prison. 

The  first  is  untrue,  I  am  well  assured,  or  complaint  would  have  reached  me.  As 
to  the  second,  that  building  is  and  has  been  lu  as  good  order  as  such  a  building  can 
be.  It  is  not  a  permanent  prison ;  it  is  a  temporary  lodging  house  for  criminals,  and 
it  is  almost  an  impossibility  to  enforce  upon  them  personal  cleanliness. 

There  has  been  but  little  sickness  and  few  deaths  in  the  prison. 

No  greater  detriment  can,  in  my  judgment,  occur  to  the  administration  of  affairs  in 
Memphis  than  the  removal  of  Captain  Williams. 

Second.  A  letter  from  Major-General  Washburn,  who  says  that  in 
his  opinion  the  War  Department  has  acted  hastily  and  harshly ;  that 
the  duties  of  Captain  Williams  have  been  most  arduous;  that  with  the 
exception  of  this  matter  he  is  free  from  the  slightest  imputation,  and 
that  the  abuses  which  have  grown  up  were  due  to  subordinates,  it  being 
impossible  for  him  personally  to  attend  to  all  details. 

Third.  A  letter  from  Lieutenant- Colonel  Harris,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Sixteenth  Corps,  who  pronounces  Captain  Williams'  record, 
both  as  commissary  of  musters  and  provost-marshal,  clear  and  unim- 
peachable. 

Fourth.  A  testimonial  signed  by  a  large  number  of  persons  purport- 
ing to  be  loyal  citizens  and  business  men  of  Memphis,  who  express  the 
opinion  that  the  justice,  lirmness,  and  courtesy  of  Captain  Williams 
have  won  for  him  the  confidence  of  the  community. 

Fifth.  A  letter  from  S.  Gilbert,  formerly  captain,  Second  Iowa  Cav- 
alry, and  now  lieutenajit-colonel  First  Mississippi  Mounted  Rifles,  who 
from  a  personal  acquaintance  of  three  years  warmly  indorses  Captain 
Williams  as  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  efficient  officers  in  the  service. 

Sixth.  A  note  from  Brig.  Gen.  R.  P.  Buckland,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Memphis,  bearing  testimony  to  the  able  and  faithful  manner  in 
which  Captain  Williams  has  discharged  his  official  duties. 

Seventh.  A  letter  from  Capt.  M.  L.  Perkins,  judge-advocate,  District 
of  West  Tennessee,  and  who  was  a  member  of  the  investigating  com- 
mission before  referred  to,  expressing  his  conviction  that  he  had  been 
prejudiced  against  Captain  Williams,  and  that,  in  fact.  Captain 
Williams  has  acted  promptly,  honestly,  and  lor  the  best  interests  of  the 
service. 

Eighth.  The  transcript  of  the  account  of  savings  and  expenditures 
of  the  prison  fund  exhibiting  total  receipts  from  December  8, 1863,  to 
June  1, 1864,  $697.71;  expenditures  same  time,  $270.94;  balance  remain- 
ing on  hand  $406.77. 

The  foregoing  brief  synoptical  collation  of  the  opposite  views  which 
seem  to  be  entertained  respecting  the  merits  of  this  case  will  show  that 
they  are  wholly  irreconcilable,  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  entire 
rejection  of  either  will  not  leave  the  whole  truth  apparent.  In  drawing 
a  conclusion  from  them  it  is  proper  to  apply  the  test  of  inquiring 
whether  the  accusing  or  exculpatory  proofs  are  the  most  self-sustain- 
ing. Upon  this  question  it  is  conceived  to  be  manifest  that  notwith- 
standing the  distinguished  rank  of  his  chief  defenders,  their  expressions 
of  opinion  are  not  upheld  by  the  same  demonstrative  production  of 
facts  which  characterizes  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh  and 
the  evidence  taken  by  the  investigating  board.  The  emphatic  pane- 
gyric of  General  Hurlbut,  for  example,  while  doubtless  a  truthful  trib- 
ute to  an  oflficer  whose  merits  and  capacity  are  undeniable,  does  not 
meet  the  specific  proofs  of  malfeasance  and  negligence  which  are  spread 
upon  the  papers  in  the  case.  At  the  same  time  it  seems  incontroverti- 
ble that  the  offenses  brought  home  to  (Daptain  Williams  are  broadly  at 
variance  with  the  tenor  of  the  general  military  character  that  he  has 
earned  by  twelve  years'  service  in  the  Regular  Army. 
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Upon  tbe  whole,  however,  it  seems  clear  that  gross  mal-administra- 
tion  has  been  practiced  at  the  Memphis  prison;  that  Captain  Williams 
is  principally  and  directly  responsible  therefor,  and  that,  in  view  of  all 
the  testimony,  it  must  be  left  with  the  President  to  determine  whether 
any  good  and  sufficient  reason  is  disclosed  for  reversing  the  action 
taken  by  the  War  Department. 

It  is  proper  to  note  that  Captain  Williams  in  a  communication  to 
this  office,  herewith  submitted,  avers  his  ability  to  prove  that  his 
character  has  been  that  of  a  faithful  soldier ;  that  the  prison  when  he 
assumed  control  of  it  was  a  perfect  wreck,  and  that  he  instituted  great 
improvements  and  made  many  repairs;  that  when  he  took  charge  there 
was  no  hospital  and  no  prison  fund,  both  of  which  he  has  established; 
that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  pay  personal  attention  to  the  man- 
agement, and  that  all  the  abuses  complained  of  were  practiced  by  his 
subordinates,  contrary  to  his  instructions,  and  that  the  hardship  in 
cases  of  alleged  neglect  and  delay  was  caused  by  the  want  of  courts  to 
try  the  offenders.  Should  he  maintain  these  averments  by  satisfactory 
evidence  at  a  trial,  such  proof  would  obviously  go  far  toward  exculpa- 
ting him  from  the  blame  under  which  he  now  rests.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  wrong  has  been  done  him  by  a  dismissal  founded  upon  an  ex  parte 
report,  and  that  General  Washburn's  emphatic  expression  of  his  con- 
viction that  the  Department  has  acted  hastily  may  turn  out  to  be 
correct.  Again  inviting  attention  to  the  testimonials  of  Major-General 
Hurlbut  and  Brigadier-General  Bucklaud,  the  case  is  submitted  for 
the  President's  determination. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate-  General. 

Since  the  foregoing  report  was  prepared  the  accused  has  filed  a 
letter  from  Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant  asking  a  revocation  of  the  order 
of  dismissal,  expressing  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  ability  and  services, 
mentioning  that  he  (General  Grant)  recommended  him  for  a  brigadier- 
generalcy,  and  stating  that  he  is  qualified  to  command  a  division  at 
least. 

In  view  of  this  strong  testimonial  it  is  conceived  that  the  conclu- 
sion may  be  safely  adopted  that  the  accused  was  not  personally 
responsible  for  the  abuses  complained  of  and  that  his  character  as  an 
officer  is  amply  established. 

J.  HOLT, 
*  Judge- Advocate  General, 

[Indorsement.] 

War  Department,  July  6, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
Capt.  George  A.  Williams,  of  the  First  U.  S.  Infantry,  will  be 
restored  to  the  service. 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector  General. 

[Incloanre.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  24, 1864. 
Judge- Advocate-General  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  I).  C. : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  statement  of  what  I  can  prove  to 
combat  the  charges  against  uie. 
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My  character  as  a  faithful  oflScer,  and  one  who  has  not  neglected  his 
duty. 

That  when  I  took  charge  of  the  provost-marshal's  department  and 
consequently  of  the  Irving  Prison,  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  it  was  a  perfect 
wreck.  Windows,  sashes,  frames,  and  partitions  torn  out;  no  hospital. 
When  a  prisoner  was  very  sick  he  was  sent  to  the  hospitals  in  the  city, 
but  if  not  sick  enough  he  had  to  remain  in  the  common  prison  room. 
That  prisoners  were  in  irons  in  the  cellar  of  the  building.  That  not  a 
cent  of  prison  fund  had  been  made,  although  it  had  been  a  prison  for 
sixteen  months. 

That  I  established  comfortable  quarters  for  the  sick. 

That  I  moved  those  prisoners  who  were  in  irons  out  of  the  cellars  to 
upper  rooms. 

That  I  repaired  the  building  to  make  it  habitable. 

Tbat  I  established  a  prison  fund. 

That  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  pay  personal  attention  to  the  prison, 
and  that  I  had  an  ofQcer  detailed  for  that  purpose ;  that  any  suggestion 
he  made  to  me  for  its  improvement  as  far  as  the  general  would  authorize 
I  made. 

That  I  complained  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  guard  and  applied  for 
better. 

That  I  reported  the  unsuitableuess  of  the  building  for  a  prison. 

That  the  water  for  cleaning  the  prison  was  scarce  and  at  times  unable 
to  be  obtained,  except  in  very  limited  quantities,  but  that  I  had  ordered 
each  prison  room  to  be  washed  out  every  third  day,  to  be  swept  out 
twice  each  day,  and  roll-call  of  prisoners  three  times  each  day. 

That  I  have  given  orders  to  accept  no  prisoners  except  those  who 
were  accompanied  by  written  charges  or  testimony  or  when  sent  from 
higher  authority  with  orders  to  hold. 

That  1  have  authorized  no  man  to  be  put  in  irons  except  on  the  most 
serious  charges,  such  as  murder,  rape,  highway  robbery,  &c. 

That  I  have  treated  the  prisoners  with  no  undue  severity. 

That  the  prison  never  was  in  as  good  order  as  it  was  when  I  had  it. 

That  I  have  endeavored  to  make  it  more  comfortable,  but  it  would 
not  be  authorized. 

That  the  fact  ol  men  remaining  in  the  prison  an  undue  length  of  time 
was  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  there  were  not  sufficient  courts  to  try 
them,  and  that  I  had  done  all  that  I  could  to  remedy  it. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gl^O.  A.  WILLIAMS, 
Captain,  First  U.  S.  Infantry. 


Boston,  Mass.,  June  24, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  1).  C: 
Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with 
instructions  received  from  you  I  have  this  day  made  an  inspection  of 
Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  Mass.  The  hospital  is  a  room  intended 
as  post  chapel,  having  connected  with  it  rooms  suitable  for  a  dispensary, 
dining-room  for  convalescents,  kitchen,  &c.,  the  garrison  remaining  of 
its  present  strength.  The  morning  report  shows  twenty  on  sick  report. 
Command,  703,  composed  of  four  companies  First  Battalion  Massachu- 
setts Heavy  Artillery,  and  one  company  of  militiai  Prisoners,  180. 
The  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  so  good  that  there  has  been  no 
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special  liospital  for  their  treatment,  the  few  that  may  happen  to  be 
sick  being  treated  in  the  post  hospital.  I  found  the  ward-room  of  the 
liospital  clean  and  in  good  condition;  the  rest  of  the  hospital  not  as 
neat  as  it  should  have  been.  The  engineer  officer  in  charge  should 
have  his  attention  called  to  the  hospital  privy,  which  should  at  once  be 
completed  in  accordance  with  the  original  design.  It  is  now  a  close, 
olfeusive  place,  without  drainage,  unsupplled  with  water.  Tiie  quar- 
ters occupied  by  the  troops  are  neat  and  orderly;  police  good;  the  men 
well  dressed,  clean  in  appearance,  and  soldierly  in  bearing.  The  quar- 
ters occupied  by  the  prisoners  are  deficient  both  in  neatness  and  order. 
The  officers  are  in  small  rooms  separated  from  the  men,  and  pay  Jess 
regard  to  cleanliness.  The  officers  and  men,  prisoners,  appear  healthy, 
well  clothed,  clean,  free  from  vermin.  The  quarters  occupied  by  the 
troops  and  prisoners  may  be  too  crowded  for  comfort,  but  not  for  health, 
as  the  sick  report  of  the  fort  proves.  The  prison  fund  on  liand  on  Slst 
of  May,  1864,  amounted  to  $5.89.  The  number  of  prisoners  being  small, 
the  health  good,  but  little  saving  has  been  made.  What  has  accrued 
appears  to  have  been  spent  with  judgment.  The  ration  now  issued 
conforms  to  the  last  order.  The  prisoners  appear  as  well  satisfied,  not 
complaining  more  than  before  the  reduction. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army,  Acting  Inspector  of  Prisonem  of  War. 


State  of  Soxtth  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Columbia,  June  24,  1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  ^Yar,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  recently  seen  in  the  Eichmond  papers  two  notices 
that  certain  slaves  recently  captured  from  the  enemy  by  our  troops  will 
be  delivered  to  their  owners  upon  application  to  certain  officers  who 
have  them  in  charge. 

If  there  has  been  any  regulations  adopted  since  the  provision  by 
Congress  in  1863,  that  they  should  be  delivered  to  the  Governors  of  the 
States  where  captured,  they  have  escaped  my  notice,  and  if  there  liave 
been  any  regulations,  orders  of  the  War  Department,  acts,  or  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  on  this  subject  since  the  period  above  referred  to,  be 
so  good  as  to  order  me  a  copy  furnished. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 

[First  indoraeineiit.] 

Jtjlt  15, 1864. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  the  Attorney-General. 
For  Secretary  of  War. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  iudoraement.] 

July  18, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  llouoriible  Se(!retary  of  War,  with  a  copy 
of  the  only  subsequent  act  upon  the  subject. 

GEO.  DAVIS, 
Attorney-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  June  M,  1864. 
General  Samuel  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

General  :  I  send  with  this  copies  of  two  letters,  one  addressed  by 
Major-General  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  to  me,  the  other,  my  reply  thereto.* 

The  right  and  expediency  of  confining  prisoners  of  war  in  this  city  is 
eliciting  some  discussion  in  and  out  of  the  public  prints,  and  the  actual 
facts  of  the  matter  do  not  seem  to  be  correctly  understood  by  the  public. 
If  the  views  I  have  expressed  in  my  letter  meet  the  approval  of  the 
President  it  may  be  well  to  publish  the  correspondence  between  Gen- 
eral Foster  and  myself.  Please  bring  General  Foster's  letter  of  the 
16th  and  mine  of  the  13th  and  22d  instant  to  him,  to  the  President's 
notice  when  he  has  leisure  to  consider  them,  and  inform  me  if  there  is 
any  objection  to  their  publication  if  I  should  think  it  desirable. 

Brigadier-General  Scammon,  U.  S.  Army,  is  in  very  bad  health  and  is 
exceedingly  anxious  to  be  exchanged.  He  has  asked  to  be  allowed  to  go 
North  on  parole  to  effect  an  exchange,  which  he  feels  assured  he  can 
accomplish.  Of  course  I  have  not  felt  authorized  to  permit  him  to  do  so, 
but  referred  his  application  to  you.  He  commanded  in  the  Kanawha 
Valley  whilst  I  commanded  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  and 
I  believe  his  treatment  of  our  prisoners  and  friends  was  kind  and 
humane.  It  would,  I  think,  be  desirable  to  exchange  him.  A  major 
(prisoner  of  war)  has  asked  if  I  will  allow  a  special  exchange  in  his 
case,  and  I  have  no  doubt  all  of  them  would  like  to  be  exchanged,  and 
it  may  happen  that  the  bringing  them  here  may  lead  to  a  near  general 
exchange  of  prisoners. 

I  desire  to  know  if  the  War  Department  will  permit  me,  should 
opportunity  offer,  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  General  Foster  for 
special  or  general  exchange,  subject  to  the  approval  of  our  respective 
Governments.  As  the  mails  are  so  uncertain,  I  request  that  you  will 
answer  this  by  telegraph. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM,  JONES, 

Major-  General. 


Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Oa.,  June  24,  1864, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 
General  :  The  pressing  necessities  of  this  post  and  the  great  irregu- 
larity of  the  mails  have  induced  me  to  send  Lieutenant  Davis  with 
this  letter,  though  I  can  very  illy  spare  his  services,  as  he  is  one  of  my 
most  efficient  assistants.  The  state  of  affairs  at  this  post  is  in  a  critical 
condition.  We  have  here  largely  over  24,000  prisoners  of  war,  and 
1,205  very  raw  troops  (Georgia  Eeserves),  with  the  measles  prevailing, 
badly  armed  and  worse  disciplined,  to  guard  them;  the  prisoners 
rendered  more  desperate  from  the  necessarily  uncomfortable  condition 
in  which  they  are  placed.  With  the  present  force  a  raid  on  the  post 
would  almost  of  necessity  be  successful,  as  the  prisoners  would  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  troops.  I  do  most  conscientiously  think  the  force 
should  be  largely  re-enforced,  and  1  respectfully  ask  that  it  be  done  with 
the  least  possible  delay.    There  has  been,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  there 

»See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  134,  and  Vol.  LIII,  p.  104. 
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is  now  going  on,  a  correspondence  in  the  prisons  with  disaffected 
persons  outside,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  jixst  before  my 
arrival  an  agent  of  General  Sherman  had  been  here  tampering  with 
the  prisoners.  From  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  collect  since 
I  have  been  here  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  a  portion  of  the  population 
around  here  who  ought  to  be  looked  after,  and  who  actively  sympathize 
with  the  prisoners. 

In  order  to  enable  me  to  watch  and  counteract  this  influence  I 
respectfully  ask  that  Capt.  D.  W.  Vowles,  with  a  detailed  man  by  the 
name  of  Weatherford,  on  the  police  at  Eichmond,  and  two  other  well- 
selected  detectives,  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  immediately.  It  is  difS- 
cult  for  those  at  a  distance  to  realize  the  great  responsibility  of  the 
command  of  this  post  and  the  great  danger  of  a  successful  outbreak 
among  the  prisoners.  Twenty-five  thousand  men,  by  the  mere  force  of 
numbers,  can  accomplish  a  great  deal.  If  successful,  the  result  to  the 
country  would  be  much  more  disastrous  than  a  defeat  of  the  armies; 
it  would  result  in  the  total  ruin  and  devastation  of  this  whole  section 
of  country.  Every  house  would  be  burned,  violence  to  women,  destruc- 
tion of  crops,  carrying  oft'  negroes,  horses,  mules,  and  wagons.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  estimate  the  extent  of  such  a  disaster.  A  little 
timely,  prudent  preparation  will  easily  render  it  impossible.  The  raw- 
ness of  the  troops,  the  almost  impossibility  of  getting  a  court-martial 
from  the  Department  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  prisoners,  render  it  very  necessary  that  I 
should  have  the  power  to  order  courts-martial,  and  I  respectfully  request 
that  such  an  arrangement  be  made.  Let  me  again  urge  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Department  the  great  danger  hanging  over  this  post  and  to 
the  necessary  steps  to  arrest  it.  Another  prison  should  be  immediately 
established,  as  recommended  in  my  former  letter,  and  that  no  more 
prisoners  be  sent  to  this  post.  The  force  is  becoming  too  ponderous, 
and,  indeed,  it  is  not  possible  with  my  present  means  to  extend  the  post 
fast  enough  to  meet  the  demands. 

Within  the  last  tour  days  we  have  discovered  two  extensive  tunnels, 
reaching  outside  the  stockade,  showing  great  industry  and  determina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDEE, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 

p.  s. — We  have  just  discovered  a  tunnel  reaching  130  feet  outside 
the  stockade. 


City  Point,  Va.,  June  25, 1864—10.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  will  feel  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  order  General  Eosecrans  to 
release  Dr.  J.  A.  Barrett,  a  citizen  prisoner,  lately  confined  in  Saint 
Louis,  in  bonds  whilst  awaiting  trial,  or  to  give  him  an  immediate  trial. 
The  doctor  is  a  copperhead,  but  1  have  no  idea  that  he  has  done  any- 
thing more  than  that  class  of  people  are  constantly  doing,  and  not  so 
much.  He  was  a  neighbor  of  mine,  a  clever  man,  and  has  a  practice 
in  the  neighborhood  which  it  will  be  very  inconvenient  to  other  people 
than  himself  to  have  interrupted. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  ]Sorth  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  June  ^5,  1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  There  have  been  delivered,  for  special  exchange  or  otherwise, 
since  last  September,  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  at  City  Point,  a 
number  of  officers  and  men  amounting  to  about  750  men,  including  the 
500  delivered  to  me  on  the  26tli  of  December.  There  has  been  no  dec- 
laration of  exchange  of  any  prisoners  since  September,  and  all  these 
prisoners  by  the  cartel,  as  I  understand,  are  waiting  to  be  declared 
exchanged  in  the  parole  camp  at  Annapolis  or  elsewhere. 

Upon  looking  over  the  course  of  the  officer  of  exchange  in  this  matter 
I  find  that  from  time  to  time  declarations  of  exchange  have  been  made, 
and  therefore  I  piopose  to  declare  all  prisoners  held  by  the  Confeder- 
ates and  deliveied  by  their  agent  at  City  Point  to  our  agent  of 
exchange  up  to  this  date  exchiinged.  The  operation  of  that  declara- 
tion, as  1  understand  it,  will  be  only  to  allow  those  who  have  been  in 
fact  exchanged  and  delivered  to  us  as  such  to  be  put  in  the  service 
instead  of  remaining  at  the  parole  camps  or  at  home. 

I  should  have  asked  instructions  upon  the  matter  had  I  not  supposed 
this  was  simply  in  the  (iourse  of  official  business.  It  will  and  can  have 
no  operation  upon  any  pending  question,  or  any  other  force  than  simply 
to  release  the  men  already  exchanged,  and  allow  them  to  be  sent  into 
the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Trusting  that  you  will  approve  this  and  will  answer  your  approval 
by  telegram, 

J  am,  very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLEE. 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  June  25, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  There  is  satisfactory  evidence  that  Lieutenant  Pavey,  Captain 
DriscoU,  Lieutenant  Duchesney,  and  Lieutenant  Markbreit  have  been 
placed  in  close  confinement  (in  cells)  in  Libby  Prison  in  alleged  retalia- 
tion for  the  confinement  of  certain  rebel  officers  in  Northern  prisons,  of 
which  we  have  no  specific  information;  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
directs  that  a  like  number  of  rebel  officers  be  confined  in  a  similar 
manner  at  Fort  Delaware,  and  that  notice  of  the  fact  be  given  to  the 
rebel  authorities.  You  will  please  see  this  order  executed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gmi.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  25, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  I  have  received  the  following  from  Majjor- 
General  Butler's  headquarters : 

Mr.  Quid  having  refused  to  allow  the  flagof-trnce  boats  to  go  np  the  river  I  have 
no  way  of  seudiiif;'  the  rebel  surgeons  exeept  through  our  lines,  and  I  don't  think 
Ihiit  is  safe.     They  know  too  much.     Onld  desires  ns  to  agree  upon  a  new  place  to 
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make  our  exchanges,  but  refuses  to  answer  otticially  what  will  bo  clone  with  colored 
soldiers     Therefore  I  have  cut  off  all  exchange  and  flag-of-truce  coniniuiiications. 

B.  F.  miTLER, 

Commanding  General. 
1  will  write  you  by  this  mail. 

JNO.  E.  MULFOED, 
Major  and  Aycnt  for  Exchamge. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  of  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe.,  Va.,  June  35, 1864. 
Col,  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Colonel:  I  was  again  absent  from  this  post  when  your  dispatches 
reached  here.  I  returned  this  morning  and  hasten  a  reply.  I  tele- 
graphed you  to-day  in  regard  to  Captain  Ives.  Last  winter,  when  he 
with  others  were  confined  as  hostages,  a  request  was  made  by  Major- 
General  Butler  for  his  release  and  an  equivalent  in  rank  oftered  from 
prisoners  in  our  hands.  No  specific  answer  to  this  proposition  has 
been  given  (perhaps  for  reasons  which  may  be  inferred).  I  doubt  not, 
if  it  is  thought  advisable  and  desirable,  that  a  special  exchange  for 
Cax)tain  Ives  can  be  effected.  In  regard  to  the  delivery  of  rebel  medi- 
fal  oflBcers  through  our  lines  at  the  present  time,  I  have  referred  to 
Major-General  Butler,  special  commissioner  for  exchange,  and  will 
communicate  his  answer  to  you  as  soon  as  received.  I  inclose  herewith 
a  copy  of  a  communication  received  a  few  days  since  by  flag  of  truce 
from  Mr.  Ould.*     No  answer  has  been  returned  as  yet. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  MULFOED, 
Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 


New  York,  June  25, 1864. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman,  IT.  S.  Army, 

Commissary- Getter al  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  inspected 
the  command  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  and  find  it  as  fol- 
lows :  The  garrison  consists  of  two  companies  Seventh  Eegiment  Eeg- 
ular  Infantry  and  ninety-seven  prisoners  of  war.  There  is  no  hospital 
either  for  the  garrison  or  prisoners  at  the  fort,  the  very  sick  being 
treated  at  Fort  Hamilton.  The  health  of  the  command  is  good;  that 
of  the  prisoners  perfect.  The  rooms  for  the  prisoners  are  crowded,  the 
beds  touching.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  for  comfort  at  night  that 
the  doors  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  prisoners  be  latticed,  as  they 
are  closed  at  night,  causing  the  rooms  to  be  very  warm  and  the  circu- 
lation of  air  not  very  fair.  The  clothing  of  the  prisoners  is  good. 
Their  barracks  fairly  policed.  The  prison  fund  on  hand  at  the  end  of 
May  was  $64.48.  Since  the  1st  of  this  month  the  fund  has  been  kept 
agreeable  to  the  recent  orders  on  the  subject,  which  are  fully  under- 
stood. An  increase  of  the  fund  is  expected.  The  reduced  ration  is 
issued.  No  complaint  is  made,  but  the  prisoners  are  allowed  to  pur- 
chase freely  in  the  city,  most  of  them  having  more  or  less  money.    The 

•  See  June  8,  p.  211. 
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general  condition  of  the  troops  comprising  the  garrison  is  in  every 
respect  good. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  June  25, 1864. 

General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Trans-Mississippi  Department: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  two  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  viz,  George  W.  Burns  and  John  M.  McCuue,  are  held  as  pris- 
oners by  the  troops  under  your  command,  and  request  that  you  cause 
them  to  be  released  and  sent  within  our  lines  in  accordance  with  our 
agreement. 

If  any  Confederate  citizens  are  detained  by  the  forces  under  my  com- 
mand I  shall  take  pleasure  in  releasing  them  as  soon  as  my  attenti»n 
is  called  to  the  fact. 

When  last  heard  from  Mr.  Burns  was  at  Tyler,  Tex.,  and  Mr.  McCuiie 
was  in  jail  at  Monticello,  Ark. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRBDK.  STEELE, 
Major-  General,  GommoMding. 


Hdqrs.  Confed.  Forces  Northern  Arkansas, 

June  25,  1864. 
The  Officer  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces, 

VevalVs  Bluff,  ArTc.  : 
Sir:  In  the  engagement  of  yesterday  several  officers  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Queen  City  fell  into  my  hands  on  the  surrender  of  that  vessel.  Among 
tliem  are  Acting  Master  M.  Hickey,  Paymaster  C.  S.  Simms,  and  Mas- 
ter's Mate  E.  N.  Wild,  whom  I  send  to  you  under  flag  of  truce  under 
Captain  Dorsey  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  exchange  with  you  for 
three  of  my  officers  now  held  as  prisoners  by  the  U.  S.  forces  in  this 
State.    Their  names  [are]  as  follows,  viz : 

Capt.  George  W.  Eutherford,  of  Dobbin's  regiment  Arkansas  cavalry; 
First  Lieut.  A.  C.  McCoy,  Company  A,  Gordon's  regiment,  Shelby's 
brigade;  Second  Lieut.  C.  R.  White,  Company  E,  Shanks'  regiment, 
Shelby's  brigade. 

If  you  are  not  empowered  by  your  Government  to  make  the  above 
exchange  and  are  willing  to  parole  my  officers  and  deliver  them  to 
Captain  Dorsey,  with  permission  to  remain  within  our  lines,  1  have 
instructed  Captain  Dorsey  to  treat  the  above-named  officers  of  the 
U.  S.  Navy  in  the  same  manner  and  deliver  them  to  any  officer  you 
may  designate  at. such  time  and  place  as  you  may  both  agree  on,  upon 
the  delivery  of  Captain  Rutherford  and  Lieutenants  McCoy  and  White 
to  him. 

In  case  these  officers  are  not  under  your  jurisdiction,  Captain  Dorsey 
is  fully  empowered  to  act  in  the  premises. 
Respectfully, 

JO.  O.  SHELBY, 
Brigadier- General,  C.  S.  Army. 
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Office  Commissary- General  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  25, 1864, 
Col.  C.  W.  Hill, 

Commanding  Johnsonh  Island,  Sandtislcy  City,  Ohio: 
Colonel  :  Major  Scovill's  report  of  the  12th  instant  on  the  condition 
of  the  prison  and  privsoners,  with  your  indorsement  upon  it,  is  received. 
The  report  of  Major  Scovill  is  better  adapted  to  give  information  to  one 
who  is  present  and  can  see  for  himself  than  to  give  correct  knowledge 
of  the  state  of  things  to  one  who  has  to  rely  on  his  report  alone.  Your 
indorsement  shows  me  how  far  the  prison  is  from  being  in  a  satisfactory 
condition ;  and  seeing  that  you  appreciate  what  has  long  been  required, 
I  feel  assured  that  immediate  steps  will  be  taken  to  remedy  all  existing 
evils.  Major  Scovill  must  be  more  minute  in  his  reports  hereafter, 
remarking  on  all  things  where  change  for  the  better  can  be  made,  in  all 
the  various  branches  of  the  establishment,  and  detailing  what  is  being 
done  to  effect  improvement.  It  may  be  well  to  make  such  openings  for 
ventilation  for  summer  use  as  are  practicable,  but  the  prisoners  must 
not  be  permitted  to  cut  holes  at  their  pleasure. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Eock  Island  Barracks, 

Rock  Island,  III.,  June  25, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  14th 
instant  ten  prisoners  of  war  made  their  escape  from  the  prison  inclosure 
by  tunneling  under  Barrack  42,  their  egress  being  made  directly  under 
the  parapet.  The  last  two  were  discovered  by  the  sentinel,  who  gave 
the  alarm,  and  all  necessary  measures  taken  for  their  recapture,  which 
has  resulted  in  securing  seven  of  them.  Three  were  taken  on  the 
island,  four  near  Bock  River,  about  four  miles  distant,  and  one  was 
drowned  in  attempting  to  cross  the  slough.  Mounted  patrols  have  been 
on  the  track  of  the  remaining  two  until  to-day,  with  fair  prospect  of 
taking  them.  Barrack  42  was  used  for  a  variola  ward  during  the  prev- 
alence of  that  disease  and  while  the  pest-houses  were  being  erected, 
and  has  been  kept  unoccupied  since  by  request  of  the  surgeon.  The 
tunnel  was  made  on  the  south  side  of  the  prison.  Deep  trenches  had 
been  made  on  the  north,  east,  and  west  sides  to  prevent  tunneling,  it 
being  deemed  unnecessary  to  trench  on  the  south  side  in  consequence 
of  the  rock  coming  so  near  the  surface.  A  trench  has  now  been  made 
down  to  the  rock  on  that  side  also. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment   Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Gomdg.  Post. 


Headquarters  First  Military  District, 
Deft,  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  June  25, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones,  Commanding  Department,  &c.: 

General  :  Visiting  the  quarters  of  the  Federal  prisoners  yesterday, 
I  found  that  they  were  attended  by  a  couple  of  Charleston  negroes. 
Deeming  that  this  was  improper,  I  directed  Captain  Gayer  to  cause  the 
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intercourse  to  cease.  Mr,  Raymond  informs  me  that  the  prisoners  com- 
plain of  this  after  they  have  given  their  parole.  How  far  we  are  bound 
to  supply  them  with  cooks,  &c.,  I  do  not  know,  and  in  anticipation  of 
the  complaint  of  the  prisoners  I  have  directed  Mr.  Eaymond  to  submit 
the  matter  to  your  judgment  as  to  whether  they  shall  be  furnished  with 
this  attendance  or  not. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  8.  BIPLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Post,  Richmond,  June  25, 1864. 
Egbert  Ould,  Agent  of  Exchange : 

Sir  :  General  Gardner  desires  me  to  forward  you  the  inclosed  papers,* 
The  general  wishes  to  kuow  if  there  is  any  distinction  made  in  sur- 
geons captured  on  the  battle-field  or  field  hospitals  and  those  captured 
at  posts,  as,  for  instance,  Plymouth,  N.  O. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  A,  SEMPLE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorstinient.] 

War  Department,  Bureau  of  Exchange, 

June  25, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned. 

No  distinction  is  made  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
surgeons  and  chaplains  are  captured,  whether  at  post  hospital  or  on 
battle-field.  They  are  released  without  parole.  These  parties  will  all 
be  sent  North  as  soon  as  communications  with  the  enemy  by  flag  of 
truce  is  resumed. 
By  order: 

W.  H.  HATCH, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Speoiai.  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Post, 

No.  5.  )  Richmond,  June  25,  1864. 

I.  Capt.  G.  Morfit,  assistant  quartermaster,  will  convert  into  Con- 
federate money  all  U.  S.  money  in  his  hands  belonging  to  officers  pris- 
oners of  war  at  Macon,  (la.,  and  express  it  to  Capt.  R.  B.  Winder, 
assistant  quartermaster,  from  whom  hereafter  the  prisoners  at  that 
post  will  draw. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  M.  Gardner: 

E.  A.  SEMPLE, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


War  Department, 
M'ashinyton  City,  June  3f>,  1864 — 10.50  a.  m. 
Colonel  Draper,  Point  Loclcout: 

No  person  is  authorized  to  enlist  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout  nor  to 
grant  passes  to  committeemen  or  any  one  else  to  visit  there,  except  the 
War  Department,  General  Augur,  or  the  President.  You  will  not  suf- 
fer any  enlistments  to  be  made  nor  any  communication  with  prisoners 

*Isot  fouud. 
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except  upon  special  authority  of  the  War  Department.  Point  Look- 
out is  now  a  part  of  General  Augur's  command  and  you  will  report 
to  him. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  June  36, 1864 — 11.11  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Eoseckans, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 
You  will  release  Dr.  J.  A.  Barrett  upon  his  parole  on  his  bond  for 
$2,000,  conditioned  on  his  refraining  from  any  act  of  hostility  to  the 
United  States  or  from  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  after  his 
release  and  pending  his  trial  before  any  military  court  or  commission 
that  may  be  ordered  in  his  case. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector  General. 


Andersonville,  Ga.,  Jtme  26, 1804. 
Brig.  Gen.  Marcus  J.  Wright  : 

General:  Federal  officers  are  all  quartered  iu  Macon,  Ga.     Send 
no  more  here. 

J  NO,  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  Oenera  1. 


Headquarters  Post,  Medical  Department, 

Andersonville,  Oa.,  June  26, 1864. 
S.  M.  Bemiss,  Surgeon,  Provisional  Army,  C.  8. : 

Sib:  1  have  just  established  a  hospital  for  the  troops  on  duty  at  this 
post  to  accommodate  100  sick,  and  have  assigned  Asst.  Surg.  W.  B. 
Harrison  in  charge.  Be  pleased  to  instruct  me  through  what  channel 
medical  officers  serving  with  the  troops  doing  duty  at  this  post  are  to 
report. 

On  the  removal  of  the  hospital  from  the  stockade  I  informed  you 
what  accommodation  I  had  made  for  the  sick.  The  strength  of  the 
command  having  increased  to  25,000  men,  more  than  double  that  for 
which  hospital  accommodations  were  prepared,  the  hospital  is  now 
lilled  far  beyond  its  healthy  capacity.  I  have  tents  enough  of  all  kinds 
to  accommodate  800  men,  iu  which  I  have  been  compelled  to  crowd 
over  1,200,  being  unable  to  procure  others.  General  Winder,  command- 
ing post,  has  telegraphed  to  Richmond  to  see  if  we  can  obtain  the  tents 
that  were  occupied  by  the  prisoners  on  Belle  Isle,  at  Eichmond,  Va. 
If  successful  it  will  take  some  weeks  for  them  to  reach  here.  For 
humanity's  sake  please  assist  me  in  obtaining  200  tents  at  once. 

There  are  nearly  3,000  sick  in  the  prison,  many  of  whom  require  hos- 
pital treatment,  which  cannot  be  furnished  because  of  the  already 
crowded  condition  of  the  hospital.  It  is  impossible  to  get  tents  from 
the  quartermaster  iu  this  military  department.  They  seem  to  have 
nothing,  or  all  act  upon  the  principle  that  prisoners  can  do  without 
them.  The  number  of  medical  officers  on  duty  here  is  utterly  inade- 
quate to  perform  the  duties  required  of  them.    There  are  1,035  patients 
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iu  hospital,  with  only  live  medical  officers,  aud  eiRht  to  atteiia  sick-call 
at  the  prisou,  with  a  coiuiuautl  of  25,000  iiieu,  daily  increasiug.  Please 
assign  oue  or  uiore  good  surgeons  that  1  can  assign  iu  charge  of  the 
diflerent  divisions  of  tlie  prison  hospital.  The  direct  contact  with 
which  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  prisou  hospital  is  brought  with  the 
commandant  of  the  interior  of  the  prison  would  produce  incalculable 
discord  and  confusion  if  he  were  not  willing  to  co-operate  and  forego 
many  things  that  would  be  desired  for  the  proper  arrangement  of  a 
hos])ital. 

I  hope  you  will  consider  these  things  in  making  the  assignment. 
Send  a  man  of  sufficient  intelligence  aud  zeal  lor  the  cause  to  duly 
appreciate  all  the  disadvantages  to  be  encountered. 

Surgeon  Stout's  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  in  relation  to 
recommending  competent  private  physicians  for  contract,  has  been 
leceived.  Being  an  entire  stranger  here  I  have  no  one  to  recommend. 
It  seems  impossible  to  obtain  any  one  exempt  from  military  service, 
almost  any  employment  being  more  lucrative.  I  am  aware  that  the 
lecent  operations  of  the  army  have  created  a  great  demand  for  medical 
officers  iu  your  department,  and  it  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  urge 
the  necessity  of  assigning  at  least  ten  additional  medical  officers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 

Chief  Surgemi  of  Post. 


0.  S.  Military  Tbisoas,  Macon,  Ga.,  June  36,  1864. 

General  S.  GdOPER, 

Adjutant  anil  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 
General:  Again  has  the  question  which  twice  before  I  have  liad 
the  honor  to  ask  arisen,  viz,  who,  in  the  event  of  revolt  among  the 
l)risoners  here,  commands  the  force  to  quell  it,  myself  or  the  officer 
coniinaudiug  that  part  of  the  Georgia  Reserves  from  which  my  guard 
is  drawn?  The  coutingency  referred  to  is  not  unlikely — has  once 
occurred  and  is  again  threatened.  There  is  more  danger  to  the  rail- 
roads, wires,  and  bridges  in  this  section  of  country,  particularly  in  the 
direction  of  Atlanta,  in  the  1,400  ])risoner8  (officers)  here  than  in  20,000 
enlisted  men  in  Andersouville,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that 
my  guard  is  supplied  by  a  regiment  not  400  strong,  imperfectly  armed, 
and  almost  entirely  without  discipline  or  drill.  While  1  again  express 
my  extreme  disinclination  to  serve  under  the  orders  of  inexperienced 
officers  of  that  corps,  I  will  be  thankful  if  the  question  is  in  some  way 
settled,  and  I  hope  this  matter  may  be  considered  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  justify  me  in  expecting  a  rei)ly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  C.  GIBBS, 
Gaidain,  G.  IS.  Army,  Gommamling  Prisons. 

[First  ludoramiiuiit.J 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

July  1,  1864. 
General:  This  letter  has  just  been  brought  by  an  officer  from 
Macon.     1  send  it  to  yon,  as  the  subject  of  whicli  it  treats  is  connected 
with  that  upon  which  Genei'al  Winder  writes. 
Very  respectfully, 

n.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 
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[Second  indorBemeut.] 

Colonel  Gibbs  has  been  promoted   to  colonel,  which  settles  the 
question. 

CLAY. 


[June  27, 1864.— For  Poster  to  Halleck,  in  relation  to  treatment  of 
Confederate  officers  placed  under  tire,  &c.,  see  Series  1,  Vol.  XXXV, 
Part  II,  p.  150.] 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washinf/ton,  IK  6'.,  June  27, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf, 

Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del. : 
General  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  please 
place  in  close  confinement,  in  a  cell,  the  following-named  ofdcers,  now 
held  as  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Delaware,  viz :  Capt.  James  P.  Brown, 
Company  K,  Fourth  Tennessee;  First  Lieut.  E.  J.  Brailsford,  Company 
E,  First  Texas  | Legion];  First  Lieut.  E.  H.  C.  Bailey,  Company  A, 
Foster's  cavalry;  First  Lieut.  A.  VST.  Dozier,  Company  F,  Sixth  South 
Carolina  Cavalry.  These  officers  are  to  be  thus  confined  in  retaliation 
for  similar  confinement  of  four  Federal  officers  in  Libby  Prison  and  it 
will  continue  until  those  officers  are  treated  like  other  prisoners  of  war. 
Should  any  of  the  above-named  rebel  officers  be  too  unwell  to  be  placed 
in  close  confinement,  please  select  others  of  the  same  rank  to  fill  their 
places. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Gommisiiary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners, 

EocK  Island  Barracks, 

Jiock  Island,  III.,  June  37,  1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  very  respectfully  to  report  the  police 
condition  of  the  prison  and  prison  hospital  for  the  week  ending  to-day, 
as  follows:  The  grounds  and  surroundings  are  in  good  condition ;  the 
improvements  in  the  avenues  and  streets  of  the  prison  and  hospital 
inclosures  are  still  progressing.  The  general  appearance  of  the  pris- 
oners is  good;  their  clothing  is  kept  clean  by  frequent  washings,  and 
their  bedding  thoroughly  aired  every  day.  The  kitchens  are  clean  and 
in  good  condition.  The  hospital  department  is  skillfully  managed. 
The  grounds  are  well  policed  by  details  from  the  prison. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  P.  CAEAHEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners. 
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[Indorsement] 

Headquarters  Kock  Island  Barracks, 

Boclc  Island,  III.,  July  1, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Gol.  William  Holt'inaD,  Commissary-Geueral 
of  Prisoners,  with  the  remark  tliat  I  fully  concur  with  the  withiu  report. 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg,  Post. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  27, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary -General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,!).  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  leave  here  for  Fort 
Delaware  this  evening,  via  Baltimore,  in  charge  of  fifteen  rebel  med- 
ical oflBcers,  pursuant  to  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  to  me 
on  25th  instant.  MajorGeneral  Butler  directed  me  to  take  charge  of 
the  transfer.  1  received  two  referred  papers  from  you  this  morning. 
They  shall  receive  attention.  Should  you  desire  to  communicate  with 
me  between  this  time  and  Thursday  evening,  your  dispatch,  addressed 
to  me  at  Barnnm's  Hotel,  Baltimore,  would  come  to  hand. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  MULFORD, 
Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 


Richmond,  Va.,  June  27,  1864.    (Received  28th.) 
Lieutenant-General  Lee,  Meridian,  Miss. : 

I  have  this  day  declared  exchanged  all  the  Vicksburg  officers  and 
men  who  reported  ibr  duty  prior  to  Ai)ril  1,  1804.*  Therefore  do  not 
furlough  any. 

IIO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Camp  Sumter,  June  27, 1864. 
Maj.  N.  W.  Smith: 

Major:  I  found  out  on  yesterday  that  Captain  Johnson,  who  is 
trading  Government  stock  for  you,  has  on  hand  a  lot  which  would  suit 
me,  and  as  I  am  absolutely  suftering  at  this  post  for  want  of  transpor- 
tation I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  exchanging  my  young  mules  with 
him.  I  hope  this  will  meet  with  your  approbation  and  indorsement. 
If  not,  let  me  know  at  once  and  I  can  exchange  back  again,  but  I  am 
quite  sure  that  Captain  Johnson,  as  he  has  good  arrangements  for  pas- 
turage, &c.,  can  do  much  better  trading  for  the  Government  than  I  can. 
I  also  beg  that  yon  will  allow  Captain  Johnson  to  let  me  have  ten  other 
mules  and  horses.  I  cannot  get  along  without  this  transportation,  and 
yon  must  either  furnish  me  or  give  me  authority  to  impress  them. 
Please  send  me  at  once  five  more  two-horse  wagons  with  iron  axles. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Post  Quartermaster. 

"  See  General  Orders,  No.  56,  Juue  30,  p.  4^5. 
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Fort  Delaware,  June  38, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

OoiiONEL :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  that  to-day  I  inspected  this 
fort  and  find  it  as  follows  in  reference  to  the  prisoners  of  war.  Total 
number,  9,162;  composed  of  officers,  1,345;  enlisted  men,  7,713;  polit- 
ical prisoners,  104.  Number  in  hospital,  556;  officers  36,  men  520.  The 
hospital  is  in  most  excellent  condition,  under  the  charge  of  Asst.  Surg.  H. 
B.  Silliman,  U.  S.  Army.  The  last  monthly  report  shows  miasmatic 
disease  largely  predominating  and  most  fatal.  This  excess  is  to  be 
attributed  partly  to  the  previous  service  of  the  prisoners  and  in  part 
to  the  situation  of  the  fort,  the  prevailing  winds  blowing  from  a  mias- 
matic region.  The  number  of  deaths  has  been  proportionately  large. 
This  is  owing  probably  to  nostalgia,  as  the  sick  have  every  attention 
and  comfort.  Since  the  deprivation  of  tea  and  coflfee  disease  seems  to 
have  increased  and  the  sick  not  prospered  as  well.  A  dally  morning 
issue  of  cofi'ee  to  all  prisoners  at  this  post  I  think  advisable.  A  daily 
morning  issue  of  tea  or  coffee,  as  the  surgeon  in  charge  may  think  best, 
to  the  sick  is  a  necessity.  The  hospital  fund  at  the  end  of  May  was 
$2,347.  Since  1st  of  June  the  reduced  ration  has  been  issued  and  is 
supposed  to  be  sufficient,  but  whether  or  not  there  has  been  a  necessary 
increase  in  the  purchase  of  extra  articles  can  only  be  ascertained  at 
the  end  of  the  present  month. 

The  quarters  of  the  prisoners  are  fairly  policed  and  could  be  kept  in 
good  condition  if  the  inmates  were  not  too  lazy  to  consult  even  self- 
interest  and  comfort.  The  privies  here  are  a  nuisance  and  source  of 
complaint.  They  are  not  set  far  back  enough  for  the  excrescence  to  be 
removed  by  the  tide,  consequently  the  odor  from  it  is  most  foul.  It  is 
proposed  to  remedy  this  defect  by  washing  out  the  privies  by  water 
from  a  hose  forced  up  from  the  ditch  by  a  force  pump.  I  doubt  if  it 
will  prove  a  success,  and  recommend  that  the  privies  be  placed  farther 
back,  in  reach  of  the  tide.  Upon  this  subject  I  have  requested  Doctor 
Silliman  to  make  you  a  special  report  after  the  hose  has  been  tried,  as 
pumps  for  the  purpose  have  been  purchased.  The  men  are  quite  clean 
in  appearance  and  as  a  general  thing  sufficiently  well  clothed.  A  large 
number  of  cases  of  itcli  are  reported,  but  it  is  now  diminishing,  as  the 
men  are  forced  to  bathe  at  least  once  a  week.  Some  tendency  to  scurvy 
exists.  This  is  probably  owing  to  there  not  having  been  any  issue  of 
potatoes  or  other  anti-scorbutic  vegetable  for  three  or  four  weeks.  The 
recent  orders  have  been  strictly  obeyed  in  the  ration  issue.  Potatoes 
of  good  quality  not  being  procurable  nothing  has  been  substituted  for 
them.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  commissary  officer 
here  be  ordered  at  once  to  supply  the  place  of  the  potatoes  with  onions 
or  other  vegetables  in  sufficient  quantity. 

The  fund  on  hand  at  end  of  May  was  $17,087.15.  The  recent  orders 
in  reference  to  it  are  understood  and  obeyed.  I  inspected  the  quarters 
of  the  troops  garrisoning  this  post.  The  police  is  not  good,  the  privies, 
especially  of  the  troops  inside  the  wall,  with  one  exception,  are  badly 
neglected.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Ohio,  lOO-days'  men, 
form  part  of  this  garrison.  Nine  companies  of  this  regiment  are  in 
barracks  now,  one  in  t«nts.  The  barracks  occupied  by  the  nine  com- 
panies are  only  sufficient  for  eight  companies.  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  tents  be  furnished  to  one  company  more  of  this  regi- 
ment and  they  be  immediately  occupied,  relieving  the  overcrowded 
state  of  one  set  of  barracks.    This  should  be  done  without  delay,  as 
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most  of  the  sick  of  this  regiment  came  from  this  overcrowded  set  of 
barracks,  and  among  them  are  several  cases  of  measles. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 

Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  J).  C,  June  28, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Gomdg.  Bept.  of  Va.  and  JV.  C,  Hdqrs.  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  pursuant  to  instruc- 
tions from  the  Secretary  of  War  the  commanding  ofi&cer  at  Port  Dela- 
ware has  been  directed  to  place  Capt.  James  P.  Brown,  Company  K, 
Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry ;  First  Lieut.  K.  J.  Brailsford,  Company  E, 
First  Texas  [Legion];  First  Lieut.  R.  H.  C.  Bailey,  Company  A,  Fos- 
ter's cavalry,  and  First  Lieut.  A.  W.  Dozier,  Company  F,  Sixth  South 
Carolina  Cavalry,  in  close  confinement  in  cells,  in  retaliation  for  the  like 
confinement  of  Captain  Driscoll  and  Lieutenants  Pavey,  Duchesney, 
and  Markbreit,  of  the  Federal  Army,  in  the  Libby  Prison,  in  alleged 
retaliation  for  the  confinement  of  certain  rebel  oflBcers  in  North-3rn 
prisons,  of  which  we  have  no  specific  information. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  request  you  will  give  notice 
of  the  above  oider  to  the  rebel  authorities. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


J.  C.  M.  Merillat,  surgeon  in  charge,  Staunton,  gives  history  of  the 
hospital  during  the  incursion  of  the  Yankees  and  asks  for  instructions. 

[Indorsement.] 

June  28, 1864. 
Retui-ned  to  the  Surgeon-General.  The  paroles  given  to  our  men  are 
not  binding.  The  Federals  insist  that  all  prisoners  must  be  reduced 
into  possession  and  delivered  at  City  Point  or  Vicksburg.  We  have 
been  forced  in  self-defense  to  accept  the  doctrine.  The  men  as  soon  as 
they  are  well  enough  can  return  to  duty.  The  Federal  wounded  left 
with  us  are  captives,  no  matter  what  promises  were  made.  They  are 
prisoners,  and  will  so  remain  until  regularly  delivered  to  the  Yankee 
authorities  under  the  cartel.  These  points  have  been  repeatedly  ruled 
by  both  Governments  in  this  way,  and  the  Yankee  villains  knew  the 
same  when  they  administered  the  paroles. 

[RO.  OULD.J 

Provost-Marshal's  Office,  Richmond,  June  28, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sims: 

Colonel:  There  are  3,300  prisoners,  of  whom  2,300  can  be  moved. 
I  have  received  no  intimation  that  they  are  to  be  shipped  to  Lynchburg. 
]  have  inquired  of  General  Gardner  and  at  the  office  of  Lieutenant- 
Gen  eral  Ewell  and  cannot  ascertain  from  whom  the  order  came. 
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I  suppose  I  will  receive  orders  to-day,  and  if  so,  will  communicate 
with  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  H,  CAERINGTON, 

Provost- Marshal. 

[Tndorsoment.] 

June  28, 1864. 

AT).TUTANT-(tENERAL  : 

Give  the  requisite  orders  .for  the  removal  of  tliose  prisoners  by  the 
earliest  opportunity.  Notice  has  been  sent  orally  to  Major  Oarringtou 
to  prepare,  and  the  instructions  can  be  at  once  carried  out. 

J,  A.  S., 
Secretary, 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insi*.  General's  Office, 

No.  150.  )  Bichmoud,  June  38,  1864. 


'1 


XVII.  The  prisoners  of  war  now  in  this  city  in  condition  to  be 
moved  will  be  sent  at  once  by  railroad  to  Lynchburg,  where  they  will 
be  turned  over  to  Brigadier- General  Nicholls,  commanding,  who  will 
with  the  least  possible  delay  forward  them,  in  charge  of  squads  detailed 
from  the  reserve  forces,  via  Danville,  to  Andersonville,  Ga. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  Lynchburg  the  guard  accompanying  the  pris- 
oners will  be  relieved  and  return  to  llichiuoud  promptly. 

*  «  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral, 


Mobile,'  Ala.,  June  29,  186-1. 
General  S.  Cooper: 

There  are  over  fifty  Yankei'  prisoners  hero  in  hospital  permanently 
disabled  from  wounds.    May  1  send  them  into  the  enemy's  lines? 

]).  11.  MAURY, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Houston,  June  39,  1864. 
Major-General  Magruder  : 

Cannot  the  prisoners  at  Anderson  be  sent  to  Camp  Groce,  where 
they  can  be  i>rotected  from  mobs? 

J.  E.  SLAUGHTER, 
Brigadier- Oeneral,  itc. 


Houston,  June  39, 1861. 
Capt.  W.  G.  Webb,  Commanding  Post,  Anderson: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  thatyou  take  steps  to  prevent 
the  molestation  of  the  political  prisoners  in  your  charge  by  a  mob,  or 
in  any  other  way.  He  expects  the  officers  in  charge  of  these  prisoners 
to  be  responsible  for  any  unauthorized  interference  with  them. 

A.  C.  JONES, 
Colonel  and  Inspector  General, 
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General  Orders,  )  Camp  Sumter, 

No.  56.  y  Aiulersonville,  Oa.,  June  39,  1864. 

«  *  *  *  «  *  « 

II.  The  regimental  and  other  surgeons  stationed  at  this  post  will 
report  to  Surg.  Isaiah  H.  White,  chief  surgeon,  for  duty. 

By  order  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder: 

W.  S.  WINDER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  Washington,  June  30, 1864— 5.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Schoepf,  Commanding  at  Fort  Delaware: 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  Fredericksburg  hostages  be 
sent  to  Washington  to  be  turned  over  to  Major-General  Augur  for  the 
purpose  of  exchange. 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector  General  U,  S.  Army. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  30, 1864. 
Col.  A.  G.  Draper, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Maryh,  Point  Lookout,  Md. : 
Colonel  :  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  forward 
from  Point  Lookout  to  Eluiira,  N.  Y.,  via  New  York  City,  2,000  enlisted 
prisoners,  to  be  delivered  to  Col.  S.  Eastman,  commanding  Draft  Ken- 
dezvous  Barracks.  The  prisoners  will  be  divided  into  parties  of  about 
400,  each  party  to  be  accompanied  by  a  guard  of  100  men,  under  a 
proper  complement  of  oiHcers,  Give  the  officers  in  charge  detailed 
instructions,  as  directed  in  my  letter  of  the  21st  instant.  Cooked 
rations  will  be  furnished  for  two  days  to  guard  and  prisoners. 
Arrangements  will  be  made  for  cooking  on  the  steamer  as  far  as 
practicable.  Notify  the  quartermaster  in  New  York,  Maj.  S.  Van 
Vliet,  by  telegram  of  the  day  when  the  steamer  will  leave,  and  ask  for 
transportation.  The  guard  will  return  to  Point  Lookout  on  Harris- 
burg  and  Baltimore  road.  The  depot  quartermaster  in  this  city  will 
furnish  transports  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 


Headquarters  Draft  Kendezvous, 

Dlmira,  If,  Y.,  June  30, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  this  post  in  a  very  good  con- 
dition. Barracks  and  grounds  are  in  excellent  police.  Subsistence  good. 
Barracks  No.  3  has  been  set  aside  for  the  accommodation  of  prisoners  of 
war,  and  is  inclosed  by  a  fence  twelve  feet  high,  with  sentry  boxes  on 
the  outside,  the  platform  being  four  feet  below  the  top  of  the  fence.  These 
barracks  are  now  ready  to  receive  prisoners.  On  their  arrival  the  re- 
cruits and  drafted  men  will  occupy  Barracks  No.  1.    It  will  be  necessary 
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to  keep  in  the  guard-house  at  No.  3  barracks,  until  another  can  be  built 
at  Barracks  No.  1,  all  prisoners  sent  here  as  deserters.  I  respectfully 
request  that  I  may  have  authority  to  erect  a  guard-house  at  Barracks 
No.  1  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  There  being  no  quarters  inside 
the  inclosure  of  Barracks  No.  3,  the  oflScers  having  charge  of  the  pris- 
oners will  go  into  tents,  and  I  have  directed  the  quartermaster  to  issue 
wall-tents  to  them,  which  I  respectfully  ask  the  Adjutant-General  to 
approve.  There  are  but  twelve  officers  here  that  I  can  assign  to 
duty  with  prisoners,  and  as  there  will  be  about  fifty  companies  of  200 
men  each  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  more  officers  on  duty  at  this  post. 
There  should  be  one  officer  to  every  company,  if  possible,  and  officers 
who  are  unfit  for  field  service  can  perform  this  duty  as  well  as  able- 
bodied  ones. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  EASTMAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  TT.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Rendezvous. 


Office  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

Mmira,  N.  Y.,  June  30,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  O.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  Barracks  No.  3 
has  been  placed  in  complete  condition  for  the  accommodation  of  30,0(90 
prisoners  and  the  necessary  guard.  Eight  acres  of  land  have  been 
inclosed  with  a  substantial  board  fence,  twelve  feet  high,  with  sentry 
boxes,  and  elevated  platforms  (so  that  tlie  guards  can  overlook  the  whole 
ground)  have  been  constructed.  Wells  have  been  sunk,  and  all  the 
necessary  arrangements  made  for  the  immediate  occupation,  should  it 
be  required.  The  general  hospital,  also,  is  completed  and  ready  for 
the  accommodation  of  200  patients.  A  plan  or  drawings  of  these 
premises  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ELWELL, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


[June  30,  18G4. — For  report  of  Confederate  prisoners  of  war  and 
deserters  received  and  disposed  of  in  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
during  June,  1864,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Tart  I,  p.  153.] 


[June  30,  1864. — For  Clayton  to  Dyer,  in  relation  to  exchanges  in 
Arkansas,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  IV,  p.  598.] 


General  Orders,  (       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  56.  )  Richmond,  June  30, 1864. 

The  following  order  is  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned : 

Exchange  Notice  No.  11. 

Richmond,  June  S7, 1864. 
All  officers  and  men  of  the  Vicksbnrg  capture  of  July  4,  1863,  who  reported  for 
duty  either  at  Enterprise,  Miss.,   Dcuiopolis,  Ala.,  Jonesborough,  Tenn.,  Vienna, 


426  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

Natchitoches,  Shreveport,  ov  Alexiindria,  Lii.,  iit  iiiiy  time  prior  to  April  1, 1864,  and 
whose  names  have  been  forwarded  to  me  by  the  proper  officers,  are  hereby  declared 
exchanged. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 
By  order : 

S.  jcooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Camp  Sumter, 

No.  57.  )  Andersonville,  Ga,,  -June  30,  1864. 

A  gang  of  evil-disposed  persons  among  the  prisoners  of  war  at  this 
post  having  banded  themselves  together  lor  the  purpose  of  assaulting, 
murdering,  and  robbing  their  fellow-prisoners  and  having  already  com- 
mitted all  these  deeds,  it  becomes  necessary  to  adopt  measures  to  pro- 
tect the  lives  and  property  of  the  prisoners  against  the  acts  of  these 
men,  and,  in  order  that  this  may  be  accomplished,  the  well-disposed 
prisoners  may  and  they  are  authorized  to  establish  a  court  among  them- 
selves for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  all  such  ofl'enders. 

II.  On  such  trials  the  charges  will  be  distinctly  made  with  specifica- 
tions setting  forth  time  and  place,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  furnished 
the  accused. 

III.  The  whole  proceedings  will  be  properly  kept  in  writing,  all  the 
testimony  fairly  written  out  as  nearly  in  the  words  of  the  witnesses  as 
possible. 

IV.  The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  each  case  will  be  sent 
to  the  commanding  officer  for  record,  and  if  found  in  order  and  proper, 
the  sentence  will  be  ordered  for  execution. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder: 

W.  S.  WINDER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Camp  Sumter, 

No.  58.  )  Andersonville,  June  30, 1864. 

Trading  by  commissioned  officers  with  the  troops  and  prisoners  at 
this  post  is  positively  prohibited,  and  violation  of  this  order  will 
subject  the  officer  to  a  trial  by  court-martial.* 


Sanitary  report  of  C.  S.  military  prison  hospital,   Andersonville,   Ga., 
for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1864. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  topography  of  the  country  that  can  be  said 
to  have  iufiuenced  the  health  of  the  command,  except,  perhaps,  in  the 
immediate  camp,  thiough  which  passes  a  stream  of  water,  the  margins 
of  which  are  low  and  swampy,  and  have  recently  been  drained  with  a 
view  of  reclaiming  it  sufficiently  for  camping  purposes,  the  result  of 
which  has  been  to  expose  to  the  rays  of  the  summer  sun  a  large  surface 
covered  with  decomposing  vegetable  matter,  a  condition  favorable  to 
the  production  of  malarial  diseases.  (This  surface  is  now  being  covered 
with  dry  sand.)  With  this  exception  the  land  is  high  and  well  drained 
the  soil  light  and  sandy.  The  prisoners,  being  from  the  United  States^ 
have  been  influenced  perhaps  as  much  by  the  climate  as  any  other 

*  From  order-book,  but  unsigned. 
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agency.  The  prison  was  built  to  accommodate  10,000  prisoners,  in 
which  have  unavoidably  been  placed  over  26,000,  causing  them  to 
become  so  crowded  as  tc  prevent  a  proper  circulation  and  due  allowance 
of  atmospheric  air.  With  this  crowded  condition  there  is  an  absence 
of  barracks  or  tents,  the  only  protection  from  the  weather  being  little 
huts  made  of  boughs,  blankets,  and  small  picket-tents  used  in  the 
U.  S.  Army,  which  being  irregularly  arranged  obstruct  the  free  circu- 
lation of  air.  Within  the  last  few  days  the  stockade  has  been  increased 
ten  acres,  relieving  the  crowded  condition  heretofore  existing.  Bar- 
racks are  also  being  constructed.  It,  however,  is  an  immense  task  and 
will  not  soon  be  completed.  The  diet  of  the  prisoners  is  the  same  as 
that  issued  to  Confederate  soldiers  in  the  field,  viz,  one  pound  beef  or 
one-third  pound  bacon,  one  and  one-fourth  pound  meal,  with  an  occa- 
sional issue  of  beans  and  rice.  There  is  a  great  lack  of  cleanliness 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoners.  The  chief  cause  of  disease  and  mortality 
is  long  confinement  jn  prison,  which,  in  connection  with  the  diet  (having 
produced  scurvy  among  them),  has  so  lowered  their  vitality  as  to  render 
them  unable  to  resist  disease.  The  hospital,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
quarter,  being  situated  within  the  stockade,  it  was  impossible  to  supply 
the  sick  with  the  necessary  comforts;  hospital  bedding,  diet,  &c.,  being 
stolen  from  the  hospital  by  the  prisoners.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
month  of  May  authority  was  granted  to  move  the  hospital  without 
the  stockade.  The  condition  of  the  sick  has  been  much  improved 
by  the  change.  They  are  now  treated  in  a  hospital  camp  well  supplied 
with  shade  and  water.  The  tents  are  for  the  most  part  small  and  illy 
adapted  to  hospital  purposes,  insufficient  in  number  to  accommodate 
the  large  number  of  sick  to  be  treated.  The  tents  are  all  filled  to 
excess,  and  many  men  are  refused  admission  to  hospital  for  want  of 
room.  During  the  quarter  the  prison  has  been  on  several  occasions 
without  any  medicines  whatever.  Requisitions  are  made  for  one 
month's  supply,  which  are  filled  in  such  diminished  quantities  as  to 
create  the  necessity  for  other  requisitions  during  the  month.  These 
have  to  go  to  Atlanta  for  approval.  In  consequence  of  the  irregularity 
of  the  mail  they  do  not  return  frequently  under  eight  or  ten  days. 
They  have  then  to  be  sent  to  the  medical  purveyor  at  Macon,  where 
they  are  usually  filled  with  promptness.  But  before  they  are  received 
one-half  of  the  period  drawn  for  has  elapsed  and  the  former  supply 
entirely  exhausted.  The  number  of  medical  officers  on  duty  at  the 
prison  is  inadequate  to  perform  the  required  duties.  There  are  over 
20,000  prisoners  with  only  thirteen  medical  officers;  of  this  number,  five 
attend  tlie  hospital,  where  there  are  1,134  sick, 
llespectfully  submitted. 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 
Chief  Surgeon  of  Post. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Camden,  June  30, 1864. 
Major-General  Steele, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Little  Rock,  Arh : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication 
from  Col.  Colton  Greene,  C.  S.  Army,  to  which  I  respectfully  invite 
your  attention.  The  officers  and  soldiers  named  therein  are  duly  com- 
missioned and  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  in  a  regular  and  authorized  orgauizatioTi  of  its  Army,  and 
under  no  circumstances  can  they  be  treated  other  than  as  "prisoners 
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of  war,"  and  as  fnlly  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  immunities,  and  privi- 
leges accorded  and  recognized  among  civilized  nations. 

Will  you  ])lease  inform  me  what  disposition  has  been  made  of  the 
persons  named  in  the  accompanying  communication. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

STEELING  PEIOE, 
Major  General,  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

[Inclosnre.l 

Headquarters  Marmaduke's  Brigade, 

In  the  Field,  June  26,  1864. 
Lient.  Col.  J.  F.  Belton, 

AHHistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Arkansas: 
Colonel:  A  person  just  from  Helena  informs  me  that  the  following 
officers  and  soldiers  are  closely  confined  under  charges  of  being  guer- 
rillas and  that  an  effort  will  be  made  by  the  authorities  there  to  exe- 
cute them : 

Lieut.  Thomas  Casteel,  Lieut.  John  H.  Yerby,  adjutant.  Private 
Thomas  [A.]  Quarles,  Private  Thomas  Stoneham,  of  Dobbin's  regiment, 
Lieutenant  Thomas',  adjutant  White's  regiment  (Missouri)  infantry. 

The  latter  was  wounded  at  Helena,  July  4, 1863,  and  was  arrested 
in  Desha  County.  The  others  were  captured  near  Laconia,  in  Phillips 
County.  They — of  Dobbin's  regiment — represent  that  they  were 
under  orders  at  the  time  to  collect  men  improperly  absent  from  their 
commands,  and  all  ask  that  the  Government  interpose  in  their  behalf. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OOLTON  GREENE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  1,  1864. 
Col.  B.  J.  Sweet, 

Eighth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Chicago,  III. : 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  take  up  your  quarters 
at  Camp  Douglas  in  order  that  your  personal  attention  may  be  given 
to  the  affairs  at  that  camp, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[July  1, 1864.— For  Jones  to  Foster,  inclosing  letter  from  Wessells, 
Seymour,  Scammon,  Heckman,  and  Shaler,  to  Thomas,  asking  an  ex- 
cLange,  &c.,  see  Series  1,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  161.] 


[July  1, 1864.— For  Foster  to  Jones,  in  relation  to  prisoners  of  war 
placed  under  fire,  &c.,  see  Senes  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  163.] 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  July  l,  1864. 
His  Excellency  John  Brough,  Governor  of  Ohio: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  cause  an  inspection 
to  be  made  of  the  prisoners  confined  at  Johnson's  Island  and  at  Gamip 
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Chase,  Ohio,  with  reference  to  the  security  of  the  guards,  the  discipline 
enforced,  the  mode  of  treatment,  the  intercourse  the  prisoners  are  per- 
mitted to  have,  the  contributions  that  are  allowed  to  be  furnished  them 
by  their  friends,  and  in  respect  to  any  other  matter  relating  to  this 
branch  of  the  service.  It  is  respectlully  requested  that  you  make 
monthly  reports  to  this  Department,  in  order  that  it  may  be  kept  fully 
informed  of  the  condition  of  the  camps,  and  of  the  prisoners  at  the 
place  above  named. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Hecrelary  of  War. 

Confederate  States  ov  America.,  War  Deft., 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  [July,]  1864. 
Lieut  Col.  D.  T.  Chandler, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Colonel  :  Having  been  assigned  to  duty,  agreeably  to  Special  Orders, 
No.  — ,  current  series,  from  this  ofidce,  you  will  first  proceed  to  Ander- 
sonville,  Ga.,  and  make  a  careful  and  minute  inspection  of  the  prison 
there  established  for  Federal  prisoners,  giving  your  attention  especially 
to  the  following  points : 

First.  As  relates  to  shelter,  police,  prison  discipline,  aud  proper 
security  of  the  prisoners,  having  due  consideration  for  their  health  aud 
comfort,  and  their  subsistence  and  sanitary  condition  within  the  prison 
inclosure. 

Second.  The  prison  hospitals  and  their  management.  The  number 
of  sick  and  the  ratio  qf  deaths,  also  the  number  of  medical  officers  and 
attendants,  and  the  efficiency  and  attention  with  which  they  perform 
their  duties. 

Third.  The  strength  and  character  of  the  guards  employed,  and  the 
competency  ot  their  officers,  also  the  nature  of  the  defenses  constructed 
for  protection  against  interior  aud  exterior  attempts  upon  the  prison. 

Fourth.  The  advantages  of  the  present  site  over  other  points  in  the 
State,  in  its  greater  inaccessibility  against  raids,  its  better  health  and 
facilities  for  the  safekeeping  of  the  prisoners  and  their  cheaper  subsist- 
ence aud  greater  comfort.  If  In  your  opinion,  after  careful  examination 
of  this  prisou,  its  removal  to  some  other  more  eligible  location  is  desir- 
able, report  the  fact  with  reason  for  such  recommendation ;  if  guards  are 
insufficient  communicate  at  once  with  the  Governor  of  Georgia  or  Gen- 
eral Cobb,  commanding  the  reserve  forces,  as  may  be  best,  bringing 
this  necessity  to  their  attention,  and  under  this  authority  urge  upon 
them  an  immediate  increase  of  this  force.  Kequire  lists  ot  all  officials, 
officers,  agents,  and  employes  under  General  Winder,  setting  forth 
the  authority  under  which  they  were  assigned  and  the  duties  performed 
by  each. 

Forward  your  report  of  this  inspection  as  soon  as  completed.  Such 
measures  as  your  inspection  here  may  suggest  as  necessary  to  be  imme 
diately  adopted  you  will  order  in  [my]  name,  exercising  therein  a  cau- 
tious discretiou. 

Having  concluded  your  examination  at  Andersonville  you  will  extend 
your  inspections  thence  to  the  Mississippi  Kiver  to  include  the  com 
mands  operating  in  the  intervening  States  and  districts  of  States, 
making  your  reports  upon  completing  the  inspection  of  each  post  or 
command,  and  keejjiiig  the  Dei)artment  so  advised  respecting  your 
movements  as  to  enable  it  to  communicate  with  you. 
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Whenever  in  your  route  abuses  in  any  brancb  of  the  service  are 
brought  to  your  attention,  upon  reliable  authority,  examine  into  them 
and  make  such  special  report  as  may  lead  to  their  prompt  correction 
where  really  existing. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjuta7it  and  Inspector  General. 


Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 

Andersonville,  Ga.,  July  1,  1864. 

S.  P.  MooEE,  Surgeon- General  G.  S.  Army: 

SiK:  I  am  iiislincted  by  the  general  commanding  to  represent  that 
incoiiveiiieuce  aud  delay  arise  in  obtaining  medical  and  hospital 
supplies,  in  consequence  of  requisitions  being  re(juired  to  be  sent  to 
Surgeon  Stout,  medical  director  of  hospitals  at  Atlanta,  (Ja.,  for 
approval.  In  consequence  of  the  irregularity  of  the  mails,  eight  or  ten 
days  frequently  elapse  before  the  requisition  with  approval  returns  to 
this  ofiBce,  which  has  then  to  be  sent  to  medical  purveyor  at  Macon. 
Before  the  medicines  arrive  here,  two  weeks  (or  half  the  period  for 
which  requisition  is  made)  has  elapsed,  creating  a  scarcity  aud  in  some 
instances  an  entire  lack  of  medicines. 

In  addition  to  prisoners,  of  which  there  are  26,367,  the  command 
consists  of  five  regiments,  one  company  of  artillery,  as  guard.  I  am 
informed  by  Medical  Director  Stout  that  medical  officers  on  duty  with 
these  regiments  do  not  report  through  him.  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder, 
commanding  post,  reports  directly  to  Secretary  of  War,  this  not  being 
considered  a  part  of  any  military  department  in  this  State. 

If  compatible  with  the  interest  of  the  service,  I  most  respectfully 
request  that  I  be  permitted  to  report  directly  to  the  Surgeon-General, 
aud  that  the  medical  purveyor  at  Macon,  Ga.,  be  instructed  to  issue  to 
this  ijost  on  requisition  with  my  approval. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 

Chief  tiurgeon  of  Post. 


Quartermaster's  Office,  Lynchhurg,  July  l,  18(>4. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War,  liichmoiul: 

i  beg  leave  to  bring  to  ^  our  attention  the  facts  connected  with  the 
murder  of  Capt.  M.  X.  White,  of  Eockbridge.  The  deed  was  com- 
mitted by  a  squad  of  Yankee  soldiers  on  Monday  morning,  the  13th 
of  June,  near  Lexington,  by  the  order  or  periuissiou,  as  it  is  believed, 
of  Major-General  Hunter,  commanding. 

Capt.  M.  X.  White  commanded  a  company  during  the  iirst  year  of 
the  war  in  the  First  Virginia  Cavalry.  In  consequence  of  a  misunder- 
standing with  his  superior  officers  he  resigned  his  commission  and  in  a 
short  time  thereafter  joined  the  Fourteenth  Virginia  Cavalry  as  a  pri- 
vate. He  served  for  some  time  in  that  capacity,  then  placed  a  substitute 
in  the  army  and  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he  was  engaged  until  the 
recent  invasion  of  the  Valley  by  Major-General  Hunter.  When  it  was 
reported  in  Lexington  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  from  Staunton, 
Captain  White  armed  himself, mounted  his  horse,  and  proceeded  at  once 
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to  .join  the  trooi)s  under  General  McOauslaud,  aud  with  these  troops 
resisted  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the 
11th  of  June,  he  with  a  detachment  of  the  Fourteenth  Virginia  Cavalry 
were  stationed  as  pickets  about  four  miles  north  of  Lexington  on  the 
Staunton  road.  U"i>on  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  Captain  White  with 
others  of  the  pickets  flred  and  one  Yankee  soldier  was  killed. 

Captain  White  fell  back  with  the  pickets  to  Lexington,  and  on  that 
day  the  enemy  took  possession  of  the  town.  Captain  White  went  to 
his  farm,  about  three  miles  south  of  Lexington,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
arrangements  to  leave  \vith  our  troops,  but  before  getting  away  was 
arrested  by  the  enemy  aud  delivered  to  their  provost-marshal,  Captain 
Berry,  and  kept  during  Sunday,  12th,  with  other  prisoners, in  the  court- 
house. On  Sunday  evening  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  squad  of  sol- 
dieis  and  taken  to  one  of  the  enemy's  camps  north  of  Lexington  on  the 
Staunton  road  and  kept  there  during  Sunday  night.  On  Monday  morn- 
ing he  was  taken  by  the  squad  of  soldiers  to  the  place  where  the  picket 
flght  occurred  on  the  previous  Saturday.  Two  families  lived  near  by. 
The  soldiers  endeavored  to  obtain  evidence  from  these  families  to  iden- 
tify Captain  White  and  to  prove  that  he  was  with  the  pickets  on  the 
previous  Saturday  at  the  time  a  Yankee  soldier  was  killed.  The  fami- 
lies who  lived  near  by  say  that  they  furnished  no  evidence  to  identify 
Captain  White. 

The  Yankee  soldiers,  however,  took  Captain  White  a  short  distance 
into  the  woods  and  shot  him,  and  one  of  them  on  the  evening  of  the 
same  day  gave  to  Mrs.  Cameron,  a  lady  of  the  neighborhood,  informa- 
tion by  which  she  was  enabled  to  send  out  and  find  the  body. 

There  is  but  little  doubt  that  the  reason  for  the  killing  of  Captain 
White  was  the  fact  that  he  had  been  engaged  with  our  troops  in  resist- 
ing the  advance  of  the  enemy  by  which  one  of  the  Yankee  soldiers  had 
been  killed.    The  Yankees  called  him  a  bushwhacker. 

He  was  not  a  bushwhacker  in  the  proper  sense.  He  was  with  our 
organized  troops  acting  under  the  orders  of  commissioned  o£Qcers.  He 
was  discharging  that  duty  which  the  country  expects  every  good  citizen 
to  perform. 

If  every  citizen  of  liockbridge  and  the  adjacent  counties  had  done 
their  duty  as  did  Captain  White  the  advance  of  the  enemy  into  the 
country  would  have  been  promptly  checked. 

I  doubt  not  that  it  will  be  the  policy  of  our  authorities  to  offer  every 
inducement  to  our  citizens  who  may  be  at  home  to  unite  with  our  regular 
troops  in  resisting  the  raids  of  the  enemy,  and  that  they  will  hold  the 
enemy  to  a  strict  account  for  any  outrages  which  they  may  perpetrate 
upon  our  citizens  who  may  be  thus  engaged. 

Captain  White  was  the  only  son  of  Mathew  White,  one  of  the  oldest, 
wealthiest,  and  most  respectable  citizens  of  Eockbridge  County.  He 
was  the  brother-in-law  of  the  late  General  E.  F.  Paxton,  who  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  and  of  myself. 

When  en  route  in  charge  of  a  squad  of  Yankee  soldiers  to  the  scene 
of  his  murder,  in  passing  a  lady  relative,  he  requested  her  to  say  to  his 
friends  if  he  never  returned,  "that  he  died  as  he  lived,  true  to  the 
Southern  cause."    He  was  a  patriotic,  generous,  and  brave  man. 

His  surviving  friends  appeal  to  the  authorities  with  full  confidence 
that  they  will  avenge  his  foul  murder. 

Itespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  PAXTON, 

Quartermaster. 
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[First  iudorsement.] 

July  4, 1864. 
Respectfully  snbmitted  for  the  consideration  and  decision  of  the 
President,  who  understands  my  views  on  the  matter  submitted. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  iudoraemeut.] 

July  4,  1864. 
General  Bragg  for  attention. 

I  do  not,  as  the  Secretary  supposes,  know  his  views  on  the  case. 
Please  confer  with  him. 

J.  D. 

[Third  indorsemeut.] 

Headquarters  Armies  Confederate  States, 

July  9,  1864. 

Kespectfully  returned  to  His  Excellency  the  President. 

In  a  conference  with  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  he  repeats,  as 
applicable  now,  views  expressed  heretofore  on  similar  cases;  and  he 
considers  it  unfortunate  that  the  remedy  is  not  applied  promptly  by 
the  immediate  commanders.  But  where  that  is  not  done  a  stern  but 
just  retaliation  is  the  only  alternative. 

One  of  the  cases  here  presented,  that  of  Captain  White,  seems  to 
demand  that  action. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

July  9, 1864. 
Secretary  op  War: 

The  indorsements  are  not  specific  enough  to  enable  me  to  make  any 
decision  on  them. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  action  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  be  exactly 
stated  in  a  letter  to  General  Lee,  who  commands  the  troops  and  country 
most  immediately  involved,  and  that  his  views  be  asked  upon  the 
specific  matter. 

If  the  prisoners  had  not  been  received  as  such,  or  had  not  been  for- 
warded from  the  scene  of  their  crimes,  the  case  would  be  more  easy  of 
settlement.  The  use  of  the  word  "retaliation"  in  the  connection  in 
which  it  is  employed  suggests  a  policy  very  dift'erent  from  that  which 
would  discriminate  between  robbers  and  soldiers. 

JEFF.  DAVIS, 


Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga. 
Eeceived  from  E.  B.  Winder,  assistant  quarteiuiaster,  this  1st  day 
of  July,  1864,  the  following  lot  of  property  belonging  to  Federal  pris- 
oners, to  wit:  Silver  watch.  No.  12252,  E.  W.  Kelly;  silver  watch,  No. 
11697,  N.  E.  Leaver;  brass  watch.  No.  37,  J.  Champunyf  ?] ;  silver  watch, 
No.  13039,  N,  J.  Smith;  silver  watch.  No.  26326,  J.  G,  Blocke;  silver 
watch.  No.  23956,  J.  D.Wolfe;  silver  watch.  No.  8991,  D.  Bilman;  silver 
watch,  No.  546,  F.  Foster;  silver  watch.  No.  161,  Jacob  Metsger:  silver 
watch,  No.  14554,  H.  Mansfield;  brass  watch  and  pencil,  Nothingham. 

H,  WIEZ, 
Captain,  Commandiny  Prison, 
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Headquarters,  Andernon,  Te.r.,  July  1, 1864. 
Capt.  S,  D.  Yancey, 

Assistant  Adjtitant- General,  Galveston,  Tex.: 
Captain:  Herewith  I  send  you  two  reports  of  Lieut.  0.  P.  Smith, 
of  my  company,  which  speak  for  themselves. 

On  last  uight  Lieut.  E.  L.  Jones  arrived  here  with  the  political  pris- 
oners Peebles  and  Zeeliger,  whom  he  brought  under  Major-General 
Magruder's  Special  Orders,  No.  179,  current  series.  Upon  the  back  of 
this  order  is  another  from  Capt.  L.  G.  Aldrich,  iu  these  words: 

The  officer  iu  charge  of  guard  will  proceed  in  charge  of  the  prisoners  to  Anderson, 
Grimes  County,  as  within  designated,  unless  called  upon  at  Hempstead  by  Col.  C.  C. 
Gillespie  for  them  to  be  confined  at  Camp  Groce. 

The  ofiQcer  informs  me  that  Colonel  Gillespie  was  not  ready  with 
preparations  to  receive  them,  and  that  hence  they  were  brought  here. 
At  the  time  the  mob  was  here  they  threatened,  when  leaving,  to  return 
and  take  and  execute  the  prisoners,  and  the  probability  is  that  they 
may  renew  the  attempt.  In  order  to  guard  the  several  public  build- 
ings here,  making,  with  the  jail,  four  posts,  scattered  over  a  distance 
of  over  two  miles,  I  am  compelled  to  scatter  my  company,  already 
reduced  in  numbers  by  a  detachment  to  guard  ordnance  stores  at 
Washington,  Tex.,  under  Lieut.  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  and  an  attack  might 
be  made  upon  us  unawares  at  some  time  by  an  overwhelming  force,  and 
we  found  unable  to  successfully  repel  it.  While  I  am  apprehensive 
that  such  an  event  may  possibly  happen,  I  am  yet  resolved  to  defend 
the  prisoners  to  the  very  last  extremity,  and  whatever  may  be  the  tur- 
pitude of  their  coniluct,  this  I  regard  as  my  imperative  duty.  Even, 
however,  an  attempt  successfully  resisted  would  be  unfortunate  in 
bringing  the  military  in  conflict  with  the  citizens,  particularly  when  it 
is  remembered  that  it  is  said  that  men  of  age,  influence,  and  standing 
were  with  and  acting  with  the  party  who  made  the  attempt,  and  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  true  policy  would  be  to  overawe,  and  thus 
prevent  au  attack,  and  this  could  be  done  only  by  showing  .them  that 
the  force  having  the  prisoners  in  charge  would  bo  too  large  to  make  an 
attempt  upon.  In  daylight  my  company  have  to  go  out  to  where  they 
have  their  horses  at  grass  (not  being  allowed  corn),  and  those  not  on 
duty  spend  part  of  every  day  iu  this  manner,  and  I  am  either  compelled 
to  allow  this  or  to  make  a  permanent  detail  for  this  purpose,  and  on 
account  of  water  I  am  compelled  to  camp  the  company  a  good  deal 
farther  from  the  jail  than  I  would  desire  since  this  attempt  has  been 
made,  and  as  our  situation  is  well  known  here,  and  the  friends  of  the 
mob  can  easily  learn  it,  they  might  even  assail  the  guard  at  the  jail 
and  succeed  in  their  attempt  before  I  could  assemble  the  company  to 
re-enforce  them.  Therefore,  as  it  seems  to  have  been  contemplated  that 
if  Colonel  Gillespie  was  prepared  to  receive  the  prisoners  they  should 
be  delivered  to  him  at  Camp  Groce,  I  most  respectfully  suggest  the 
propriety  of  their  being  sent  there.  He  has  an  ample  force  to  overawe 
an  attack,  and  none  would  be  made.  Besides,  I  learn  that  the  only 
duty  his  men  are  doing  is  to  guard  prisoners,  and  thus  he  is  far  better 
prepared  to  protect  them  than  I  am.  If,  however,  this  suggestion  does 
not  meet  with  favor,  I  next  request  that  my  detachment  at  Washington 
may  be  relieved  and  ordered  to  report  here  for  duty. 

It  certainly,  also,  would  be  best  to  keep  all  the  prisoners  at  the  same 
place,  as  the  mob,  from  all  I  can  learn,  intended  to  hang  them  all. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

WILLIAM  G.  WEBB, 

Captain,  Commanding  Post, 
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[iDclosure  No.  1  j 

Headquakters,  Anderson,  Tex.,  June  25,  1864. 
Capt.  William  G.  Webb  : 

])eai:  Sir:  Oii  Saturday,  the  4tU  iiistaut,  about  10  a.  m.,  I  was 
informed  by  a  reliable  citizen  here  who  bad  no  complicity  witb  tliem, 
witb  wbom  they  bad  talked,  tbat  an  armed  mob  would  attack  tbe  jail 
on  tbat  evening  or  tbe  nest  for  tbe  purpose  of  taking  out  of  my  bands 
tbe  political' ]>risoners  confined  in  jail  at  tbis  post.  I  immediately 
commeuced  znaking  preparations  to  prevent  it,  placing  a  double  guard 
over  tbe  prisoners,  and  instructed  all  my  meu  to  be  present  at  the  jail 
prepared  to  defend  them  at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  extremity.  And 
on  tbe  evening  of  the  5th  instant,  about  8  o'clock,  I  was  informed  by 
tbe  same  citizen  that  they  bad  made  their  appearance  and  would  make 
an  attack  on  the  jail  in  one  hour.  I  immediately  ordered  all  my  men  to 
repair  at  once  to  the  jail,  and  so  disposed  them  as  to  make  the  best 
defense  possible.  I  then  sent  out  a  couple  of  my  most  reliable  men  with 
orders  to  examine  tbe  country  around  thoroughly  and  report  to  me  any 
information  that  they  might  obtain  relative  to  tbe  mob  by  12  o'clock 
tbat  night  or  earlier  if  possible.  They  returned  at  12  o'clock  and 
reported  tbat  they  bad  been  in  tbe  neighborhood,  but  had  fallen  back 
some  two  miles  and  cam))ed.  They  also  reported  that  they  were  in  and 
about  their  camps  for  some  time,  and  tbat  the  men  expressed  a  deter- 
mination to  take  them  out  of  my  bands  and  bang  tbein.  My  men  did 
not  make  themselves  known  to  them  at  all,  but  acted  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  prevent  their  suspicions  beinj>-  .aroused.  And  on  tbe  following 
morning  I  received  Major-General  Magruder's  orders  for  them  to  dis- 
perse, and  I  repaired  immediately  to  their  encampment  for  the  purpose 
of  reading  the  general's  orders  to  them,  but  on  my  arrival  I  found  that 
they  had  left.  The  men  sent  out  by  me  to  hunt  for  their  encampment, 
being  strangers  in  this  section  of  the  country,  did  not  recognize  any  of 
the  ])arties  of  the  mob.  It  being  night,  tbe  parties  composing  the  mob 
not  knowing  but  what  they  were  some  of  their  own  men  expressed 
themselves  very  freely  before  them.  From  the  statements  of  my  men 
there  must  have  been  about  100  men ;  most  of  them  were  aged  men  and 
seemed  very  determined,  but  1  think  a  sober  second  thought,  after 
thoroughly  canvassing  tbe  matter,  and  learning  preparations  that  were 
being  made  and  the  determination  expressed  by  myself  and  men  to  do 
their  duty  in  the  ])remises,  and  tbat  a  conflict  was  inevitable  if  they 
determined  to  enforce  their  designs,  being  patriotic  meu  (though  per- 
haps overzealous),  they  finally  determined  to  desist. 

0.  P.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Post. 

[Iiiclosiirc  ?so.  2.\ 

Headquarters,  Anderson,  Tex.,  June  25,  18G4. 
Capt.  William  (!.  Webb,  Commanding  Post,  Anderson,  Tex.: 

Captain  :  In  justice  to  myself  1  have  to  report  that  on  Monday  night, 
tbe  20tb  instant,  about  8  o'clock,  a  man  who  passed  through  here' 
whose  name  1  did  not  learn,  reported  that  a  mob  of  300  men  were  near 
this  place,  prepared  to  take  by  force  tbe  political  prisoners,  Peebles  and 
others,  from  me  and  to  bang  them.  I  immediately  assembled  your  coin- 
l>any  and  made  preparation  to  meet  the  attack,  determined  to  figlit  till 
the  hist  extremity  to  hold  the  prisoners.    Pending  the  excitement  and 
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about  9  o'clock  in  the  p.  m.  Captain  Poole  arrived  here  with  an  order 
for  the  prisoners.  I  informed  [him{  of  the  existing  circumstances  and 
asked  him  how  many  men  he  had,  aud  he  replied  Ave.  I  then  commu- 
nicated to  him  my  fear  that  the  prisoners  would  be  wrested  from  him 
by  the  mob,  and  as  the  train  would  not  leave  Navasota,  ten  miles  from 
here,  until  8  o'clock  next  morning,  I  urged  his  staying  until  daylight, 
telling  him  it  would  then  be  time  enough  for  him  to  get  to  ^avasota  to 
take  the  cars,  and  would  enable  us  to  find  out  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the 
report  about  the  mob,  as  my  scouts  would  bring  in  their  reports  during 
the  night.  He,  however,  peremptorily  demanded  the  prisoners,  and 
informed  me  that  unless  I  delivered  them  to  him  in  one  hour  he  would 
leave,  as  he  did  not  believe  the  report  of  a  mob.  I  replied  to  him  that 
while  I  did  not  know  it  to  be  true,  I  did  not  know  it  to  be  false,  as  the 
mob  had  threatened  to  renew  their  attempt,  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, I  felt  it  my  duty  to  hold  them,  and  should  decline  to  deliver 
them  until  instructed  from  headquarters,  and  that  I  should  immediately 
telegraph  to  headquarters  for  orders,  as  his  orders  were  not  given  with 
reference  to  existing  circumstances.  I  then  started  to  the  telegraph 
office  to  send  off  a  dispatch,  and  after  I  got  upstairs  (the  ofQce  is  in 
the  second  story),  Captain  Poole  called  me  down  and  advised  me  not  to 
telegraph.  1,  however,  felt  it  my  duty  to  telegraph,  but  the  operator 
failed  to  get  his  instrument  to  work.  Upon  reflecting  upon  the  circum- 
stances, considering  the  fact  that  I  had  not  been  furnished  from  head- 
quarters with  any  official  copy  of  the  order,  nor  any  notice  thereof,  and 
Captain  Poole  being  a  total  stranger  to  me,  and  all  the  other  circum- 
stances, I  arrived  at  a  suspicion  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  order,  and 
hence  I  so  stated  in  my  telegram  and  indeed  informed  Captain  Poole  of 
my  suspicion,  without  casting  any  reflection  upon  him.  After  I  failed 
that  night  to  telegraph,  Captain  Poole  agreed  to  wait  until  I  could  hear 
from  headquarters,  and  the  next  morning  about  10  o'clock  (as  soon  as 
the  operator  could  get  his  instrument  to  work)  I  sent  off  my  dispatch 
and  received  the  answer  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  thereby  learned  my 
suspicions  to  be  groundless.  Captain  Poole  concurring,  I  delivered  the 
prisoners  to  him  on  his  demand  Tuesday  morning,  the  21st  instant.  I 
very  much  regret  that  this  matter  should  have  happened,  but  certainly 
1  acted  from  an  impelling  sense  of  duty,  and  though  no  mob  appeared, 
I  simply  was  mistaken  in  my  fears  about  it. 

C.  P.  SMITH, 
TAeutenant,  Commanding  Post. 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Ad.tt.  General's  Office, 

No.  226.  )  Washington,  July  2, 1864. 

******* 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Barnes,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  as  a  member  of  the  general  court  martial  instituted  ,by 
Special  Orders,  No.  122,  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Point  Look- 
ont,  Md.,  and  assume  command  of  the  prisoners'  camp  at  that  place. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D,  TOWNSEND, 
Ansistaut  Adjutant-General. 
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Office  Oommissaby-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  J).  C,  July  3,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  Qui/,  Headquarters  New  Orleans,  La.  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  2d  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Adjutant-General,  transmitting  rolls 
of  prisoners  of  war  captured  by  the  forces  under  your  command  at  the 
times  and  places  specified  and  sent  !North  in  June,  1863,  and  transmit- 
ting also  a  letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Taylor,  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  together 
with  other  papers  in  reference  to  the  reported  close  confinement  iu 
irons  and  murder  of  officers  of  colored  troops  and  the  maltreatment  of 
colored  troops.  On  examining  our  records  I  find  that  all  the  enlisted 
men  named  on  your  list  except  two  were  delivered  at  City  Point  on  the 
Cth  of  July,  1863,  to  Capt.  W.  H.  Hatch,  assistant  adjutant- general.  Pro- 
visional Army,  C.  S.,  whose  receipt  is  on  file  in  this  ofQce.  The  officers 
named  on  the  list  forwarded  were  on  board  the  steam-boat  Maple  Leaf 
en  route  to  Fort  Delaware  with  a  number  of  other  officers,  prisoners  of 
war,  who  on  the  10th  of  June  rose  upon  the  guard,  took  possession  of  the 
boat,  and  compelled  the  officers  of  the  boat  to  land  them  on  the  Virginia 
shore.  All  of  the  officers  named  made  their  escape  except  one,  Capt. 
E.  W.  Fuller,  gunboat  Queen  of  the  West,  who  afterward  died  at  John- 
son's Island  on  the  25th  of  July,  1863.  General  Taylor's  letter,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  have  been  submitted  for  the  information  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  I  return  herewith  the  two  lists  with  my  certificate 
of  the  facts  above  stated. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


ATLANTA,  Ga.,  July  2,  1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  of  Georgia  to  inclose  you  the 
within  copy  of  a  note  received  by  him  on  yesterday.  His  Excellency 
concludes  to  withhold  the  name  of  the  writer,  but  directs  me  to  say 
that  he  is  a  gentleman  well  known  by  him,  and  one  whose  judgment 
and  veracity  may  well  be  trusted. 
1  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  M.  JOHNSTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

[Mrst  iudorsement.] 

July  17,  1864. 
Adjutant-General  : 

Refer  to  General  Winder,  calling  his  special  attention  and  requesting 
a  report  of  facts,  &c. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

[Second  indorseinoDt.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

July  21,  1864. 
Eespectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

General  Winder's  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  herein  inclosed,  gives  his 
reasons  for  paroling  and  employing  the  prisoners. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Third  indarsement.] 

July  23,  1864. 
Adjutant-General  : 

I  suppose,  uuder  the  circumstances,  General  Winder  has  been  obliged 
to  grant  the  paroles  and  employ  the  prisoners  as  he  has  done.  His 
attention,  however,  should  be  called  to  the  comments  made  on  the  act, 
and  he  should  certainly  exercise  great  caution  to  obviate  the  danger 
that  may  result  from  these  men  being  at  large. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

[Fourth  indoraeuent.J 

Adji'tant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

July  26, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Winder.    See  last  indorse- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
By  Older  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

H.  L,  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Incloaiire.] 

Andersonvillb,  Ga.,  June  28, 1864. 
Governor  J.  E.  Brown,  Milledgeville,  (ra.  : 

Governor:  Mr. mentioned  to  me  that  he  saw  you  a  few  days 

ago  in  Macon,  and  that  you  wanted  information  relative  to  Yankee 
prisoners  here  on  parole.  I  have  been  trying  several  days  to  get  the 
precise  number  and  how  they  are  employed,  but  have  not  succeeded. 
I  can  state,  on  information  from  prisoners  as  well  as  our  soldiers,  that 
there  are  about  300  or  a  little  over.  They  pass  about  as  freely  as  our 
own  soldiers  do,  go  into  the  country,  buy  vegetables,  &c.,  talk  to  and 
trade  with  our  soldiers,  though  trading  with  prisoners  is  strictly  for- 
bidden. They  have  a  camp  of  their  own  without  guard;  only  one  Con- 
federate officer  in  it,  whose  duty  it  is  to  call  the  roll  at  stated  times. 
These  prisoners  do  not  work  under  guard,  and  are  never  confined  in  the 
stockade.  Some  are  employed  chopping  logs  for  the  new  stockade; 
some  are  employed  in  the  bakery,  cooking  provisions  outside  for  the 
prisoners  in  the  stockade;  some  are  employed  as  carpenters,  some  to 
bury  the  dead,  some  as  teamsters,  some  as  litter-bearers,  &c.  These 
prisoners  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  us  and  the  country  an  immense 
amount  of  mischief.  I  am  not  able  to  state  anything  of  consequence  they 
have  done,  but  they  get  all  the  iuformation  relative  to  the  war  supplies, 
troops,  the  position  of  armies,  &c.,  that  our  own  soldiers  get.  I  hear 
them  sometimes  quote  the  telegrams  exactly.  By  acting  in  concert  with 
the  prisoners  oti  the  inside,  the  whole  could  probably  escape.  If  they 
should  be  exchanged  or  escape  to  the  enemy,  they  could  give  much 
valuable  information  that  would  be  encouraging  to  the  enemy. 

The  negro  prisoners  are  worked  under  guard  in  daytime  and  put  back 
in  the  stockade  at  night.    So  are  a  few  of  the  other  jirisoners. 
I  have  the  honor,  Governor,  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 
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Camp  Sumtee,  Andersonville,  6a.,  July  2, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral  G.  8.  Army: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  consolidated  leturn  of  C.  S. 
military  prison  for  the  month  of  June,  1864. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 
Brigadier- Oeneral,  Commanding. 

[Inclosiire.] 

Capt.  W.  S.  Winder,  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral : 

Consolidated  return  for  C.  S.  military  prison,  Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  for  the 

month  of  June,  1864 

Prigoners  on  hand  Ist  of  .)  une : 

lu  camp 17,415 

In  hospital 1,039 

18,454 

Received  from  various  places  during  the  month 9, 143 

Recaptured 44 

9,187 

Total 27,641 

Died  during  the  month 1, 203 

Escaped 47 

Sent  oft'  to  various  places 23 

1,273 

Total  on  hand 26,367 

In  camp 25,012 

In  hospital 1,  355 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  all  those  who  made  their  escape  during  the 
month  ran  ott'  from  the  guard  while  they  were  getting  wood,  &c.,  on 
the  outside;  in  fact,  only  one  prisoner  has  got  out  of  the  stockade 
through  a  tunnel  since  the  1st  day  of  April.  The  number  still  missing 
up  to  date  is  19. 

H.  WIRZ, 
Captain,  Co.:imanding  Prison. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  July  2,  1864. 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces,  Shreveport,  La.  : 
General  :  Your  communications  dated  respectively  May  30,  June  1, 
2,  and  10,  have  been  received. 

General  Price  has  written  me  that  the  two  citizens.  Hall  and  Aiken, 
mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  30th,  have  passed  through  his  lines. 
The  citizen  by  the  name  of  Fred.  Hamilton  was  relieved  from  custody 
ou  the  28th  of  May  last,  and  I  suppose  is  at  his  home. 

When  Gasterton,  referred  to  in  yours  of  the  1  st  of  June,  is  received  I 

will  send  you  immediately  an  enlisted  man  in  exchange.    Any  one  that 

you  may  name  that  I  have  in  my  possession  will  have  the  preference. 

It  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  pass  Mrs.  Sibley,  daughter,  and  son 

through  my  lines  on  their  way  North. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDK.  STEELE, 

Major- Oeneral. 
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Headquarters  of  General  Grant, 

City  Point,  July  3,  1864 — I  p.  m, 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  .- 

The  Petersburg  Express  of  yesterday  proposes  that  the  Yankee  pris- 
oners should  be  fed  ou  bread  and  water  only,  rather  than  starve  the 
Confederate  soldiers  and  people  in  the  two  cities.  This  paper  admits 
that  while  the  roads  are  cut  as  at  present  supplies  are  very  short,  besides 
if  the  roads  should  be  repaired,  it  says  there  is  no  telling  how  soon  they 
will  be  broken  again. 

0.  A.  DANA. 


Washington,  U.  C,  July  3, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 

General:  I  telegraphed  to  you  yesterday  that,  on  the  certificate  of 
the  surgeon  in  charge  as  to  the  necessity,  tea  and  sugar  for  the  sick, 
when  the  ration  allowed  is  not  suflficient,  may  be  purchased  with  the 
prisoners'  hospital  fund.  Anti  scorbutics  may  also  be  purchased  with 
the  prisoners'  fund  for  the  prisoners  generally,  on  the  surgeon's  certifi- 
cate that  they  are  necessary.  These,  like  all  other  purchases,  must 
have  your  approval.  The  tea  and  sugar  must  be  purchased  from  the 
commissary. 

The  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  will  order  a  small  supply  of 
desiccated  vegetables  to  be  sent  to  the  commander  at  Fort  Delaware, 
and  I  wish  them  to  be  purchased  as  anti  scorbutics  for  the  prisoners  in 
place  of  other  vegetables  which  are  now  dlflScuit  to  obtain.  Particular 
care  is  required  in  their  cooking,  which  Dr.  Silliman  doubtless  under- 
stands, and  I  request  you  will  have  the  necessary  instructions  given, 

Surgeon  Alexander,  acting  medical  inspector,  reports  that  the  One 
hundred  and  flfty-.seventh  Ohio  is  too  much  crowded  in  its  quarters, 
which  is  considerably  increasing  the  sick  report.  To  remedy  this  evil 
1  request  you  will  place  another  company,  or  two  if  necessary,  in  tents 
until  barracks  can  be  provided  for  them.  In  this  connection  I  beg  to 
call  your  attention  to  General  (Jrders,  No.  160  of  1862  and  189  of  May 
2, 1864,  which  prohibit  the  issue  of  any  but  shelter-tents  within  the 
authority  of  the  War  Department. 

Please  inform  me  how  many  officers  and  enlisted  prisoners  of  war 
can  be  accommodated  at  Fort  Delaware. 

A  new  telegraphic  arrangement  will  be  established  between  this  city 
and  Fort  Delaware  as  soon  as  the  necessary  force  can  be  obtained. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Arkansas,  «&c., 

Little  Rock,  July  3,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price, 

Commanding  District  of  Arkansas: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  27tli  instant  [ultimo),  relating  to  Capt.  James 
Rutherford,  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war  at  this  place. 
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You  bave  certainly  been  misiiiformed  as  to  his  rigorous  confinement. 
He  is  now,  and  has  been  since  January,  1863,  on  parole  within  the  limits 
of  this  city. 

Colonel  Livingston  did  not  inform  me  that  he  had  entered  into  any 
negotiations  for  Captain  Rutherford's  exchange. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKEDK.  STEELE, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Washington,  1).  C,  July  4, 1864.. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Eucker, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Washington  Depot: 
General  :  A  supply  of  20,000  gallons  fresh  water  per  day  at  the 
prisoners'  camp  at  Point  Lookout  is  called  for.  It  is  reported  that  the 
water  is  brackish  in  consequence  of  the  great  quantity  drawn  from 
the  soil  and  the  long  drought  and  that  disease  is  threatened.  Possibly 
Fort  Monroe  may  be  able  to  spare  a  water-boat,  though  I  think  not. 
In  the  meantime  let  two  canal-boats  be  fitted  with  casks  and  pumps  or 
buckets,  so  as  to  be  filled  with  fresh  water  of  the  Potomac,  towed  to 
Point  Lookout,  and  moored  at  the  dock.  Two  or  three  boats  thus  fitted 
and  moved  by  a  tug  will  be  able  to  supply  the  quantity  called  for.  I 
write  to  Fort  Monroe  and  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York  to  charter  a 
steam-tug  fitted  as  a  water-boat,  unless  one  can  be  spared  from  Fort 
Monroe. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  Oeneral. 


[July  4,  1864. — For  Foster  to  Jones,  in  relation  to  exchange  of 
prisoners  and  exposure  of  oflQcers  to  fire,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV, 
Part  II,  p.  164.] 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  July  4,  1864. 
Commanding  Officer  Fort  Delaware: 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  $7,279.50  in  Con- 
federate money,  $43  in  gold,  $6.35  in  silver,  $15  in  U.  S.  currency,  and 
thirty  watches,  belonging  to  Confederate  officers,  prisoners  of  war, 
transferred  to  Fort  Delaware  from  this  post  June  23, 1864,  invoices  of 
the  same  accompanying.  I  also  transmit  one  package  of  letters  con- 
taining money  belonging  to  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  DRAPER, 
Colonel  Thirty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Commanding  District  of  Sai7it  Mary^s. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Dept., 

No.  50.  )  Shreveport,  La.,  July  4,  1864. 

I.  Officers  in  charge  of  prisoners  of  war  will  immediately  report  the 

names,  rank,  and  corps  of  those  under  their  charge;  when,  where,  and 

by  whom  they  were  captured,  with  a  list  of  all  who  have  died  or 

escaped.    These  reports  will  hereafter  be  forwarded,  upon  the  1st  of 
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every  month,  to  Maj.  Ig.   Szymanski,  agent  of  exchange  for  this 
department. 

By  command  of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  July  5, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East,  New  York  : 
The  following  telegram  has  been  transmitted  to  your  counsel,  the 
Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepout: 

Yonr  letter  of  the  3d  instant.reached  me  this  morning  and  has  been  submitted  to 
the  President,  who  directs  me  to  say  that  he  approves  of  the  advice  which  you  propose 
to  give  General  Dix  as  his  counsel  and  legal  adviser,  and  that  in  his  opinion  General 
Dix,  while  commanding  the  Eastern  Department,  is  not  subject  to  arrest  for  any 
military  act  done  under  express  authority  of  the  President. 

The  President  directs  me  to  instruct  you  not  to  submit  to  arrest  for 
any  act  done  by  you  under  his  order  as  military  commander  of  the 
department. 
By  order  of  the  President: 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

/Secretary  of  War. 


H.  G.  Tibbals,  Macon,  Ga.,  late  captain,  U.  S.  Army,  requests  that 
he  may  not  be  detained  as  a  prisoner  on  the  ground  that  he  had  been 
dismissed  from  the  Federal  Army  when  captured,  and  was  following  the 
army  to  settle  up  "company  accounts."* 

[Indorsement.] 

July  5, 1864. 

Returned  to  General  Gardner,  commanding,  &c. 

Let  this  man  be  held  as  a  prisoner.  If  he  had  no  connection  with  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  his  capture,  and  is  not  the  sub- 
ject of  exchange,  he  will  be  retained  as  a  citizen  prisoner  and  held  as  a 
hostage  for  the  release  of  the  large  numbers  of  the  same  class  of  our  own 
people,  cruelly  and  outrageously  imprisoned  by  his  Government,  until 
that  Government  cease  their  vindictive  warfare  upon  peaceful  and  non- 
combative  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States.  This  application  comes 
with  a  very  bad  grace  from  a  citizen  of  that  Government  which  inaug- 
urated the  cowardly  aud  uncivilized  warfare  upon  "non-combatant" 
citizens,  and  whose  prisons  are  now  full  to  overflowing  with  old  men 
and  boys,  invalids  aud  confirmed  cripples,  not  even  sparing  women  and 
children,  all  non-combatants  and  peaceful  citizens  of  the  Confederate 

States. 

[KO.  OULD.] 


Headquarters  Florida  Light  Artillery, 

Gamp  Sumter,  July  5, 1864, 
Capt.  W.  S.  Winder: 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  instructions  dated  "Camp  Sumter,  Ga,, 
June  27, 1864,"  "  to  proceed  at  once  to  Cahaba,  Ala.,  atid  afterward  to 

*  Tibbals'  communication  not  found. 
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Union  Springs,  in  the  same  State,  and  examine  thoroughly  into  the 
merits  of  the  places  for  the  establishment  of  a  military  prison,"  1  vis- 
ited Union  Springs  for  the  purpose  indicated,  as  the  verbal  instructions 
received  seemed  to  contemplate  my  proceeding  to  Cahaba  only  in  the 
event  that  Union  Springs  was  not  adapted  to  the  purpose  in  view;  and 
finding  that  purpose  could  be  answered  at  the  latter  place  or  on  the 
line  of  road  of  which  Union  Springs  is  the  terminus,  I  confined  ray 
visit  and  investigations  only  to  this  one  point  and  beg  leave  to  report 
the  following  as  the  result : 

First.  Union  Springs  is  a  small  village  of  some  700  inhabitants;  is 
the  present  terminus  of  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad,  and  is  fifty 
four  miles  from  Columbus,  Ga.  A  suitable  location  for  a  prison  is 
found  not  nearer  than  one  mile  from  the  railroad  depot;  but  this  loca- 
tion would  be  suitable  only  so  far  as  ground  is  concerned.  The  name 
of  the  village  would  indicate  abundance  of  water,  so  desirable  in  the 
selection  of  a  site  for  a  stockade.  But  this  is  a  mistake.  The  springs 
are  numerous,  but  are  so  scattered  and  are  of  such  small  capacity  as 
to  be  totally  unreliable  for  the  purpose  required.  Nor  are  there  run- 
ning streams  that  would  be  available,  for  these  during  the  rainy  season 
swell  rapidly,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  during  protracted  dry  seasons 
cease  to  run  altogether.  Should,  therefore,  a  stockade  be  erected  at 
this  point,  reliance  can  alone  be  hia,d  on  wells  for  the  necessary  water. 
These  are  the  chief  dependence  of  the  people  of  the  village,  but  furnish 
an  abundant  supply. 

Second.  Timber  for  stockade:  There  is  no  timber  suitable  for  the 
purpose  within  a  less  distance  than  three  miles  of  the  village.  Within 
that  distance  there  is  a  small  belt  of  pine  timber,  but  not  su£Qcient  for 
the  purpose.  Two  miles  beyond  this  grove,  or  five  miles  from  the  vil- 
lage, an  abundant  supply  is  found.  By  locating  the  stockade  at  the 
point  mentioned  in  paragraph  1,  the  distance  required  for  hauling  will 
be  lessened  one  mile. 

Third.  Transportation  at  the  place  and  labor:  There  are  at  present 
thirteen  Government  wagons  and  mules  at  Union  Springs,  which  num- 
ber will  be  increased  to  eighteen  during  the  present  week.  These 
wagons  are  now  being  employed  in  hauling  corn  from  the  adjacent 
counties,  but  conld  be  doubtless  used  temporarily  in  erecting  the 
stockade.  When  the  crops  are  laid  by,  which  will  be  the  case  in  some 
two  weeks,  I  was  assured  by  intelligent  citizens  that  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  all  the  transportation  that  might  be  required. 
The  same  remark  is  true  as  to  labor.  In  two  or  three  weeks  any  num- 
ber of  negro  laborers  can  be  had.  Resort,  however,  must  be  had  to 
impressment  for  both  transportation  and  labor,  the  planters  preferring 
this  mode  of  supplying  the  demand  as  the  most  equitable  and  just. 

Fourth.  Present  state  of  the  surrounding  country  in  reference  to 
provisions:  On  this  important  point  I  was  necessarily  compelled  to  rely 
much  on  information  obtained  from  Maj.  A.  M.  Allen,  commissary  of 
subsistence,  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  who,  from  his  position,  has  the  best 
means  of  forming  a  judgment.  In  answer  to  incjuiries  made  by  him, 
he  furnished  me,  at  my  request,  with  a  written  reply,  which  1  beg  to 
inclose  herewith.  Major  Allen  says  "20,000  men  could  be  subsisted 
there  (Union  Springs)  from  country  directly  tributary  to  it."  On  my 
return  Major  Allen  reiterated  this  opinion,  adding  with  emphasis,  he 
knew  the  supply  to  be  abundant.  I  learned,  further,  that  there  is  a 
large  number  of  beef-cattle  in  the  counties  tributary  to  the  springs 
especially  in  Henry,  Coffee,  and  Dale.  Numbers  of  these  cattle  have 
already  been  purchased  for  the  Government,  and  agents  are  now 
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engaged  in  securing  others,  so  that  from  the  information  given  by 
Major  Allen,  and  from  such  as  I  was  able  to  gather  from  other  sources, 
I  was  satisfied  that  with  the  aid  of  the  beef-cattle  now  being  collected 
there  is  a  present  supply  of  provisions  in  the  surrounding  counties 
ample  for  the  purpose. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  I  beg  to  call  your  particular  attention 
to  a  suggestion  in  Major  Allen's  letter.    He  says: 

The  surplus  provisions  of  said  section  (the  country  tributary  to  Union  Springs) 
have  all  been  bought  up  or  engaged  by  officers  for  Government,  and  if  a  prison  should 
be  established  there  the  subsistence  officer  of  the  district  should  be  notified  so  as  to 
secure  the  stock  for  this  purpose. 

Inasmuch  as  my  instructions  directed  inquiry  and  report  upon  "  every 
fact  bearing  directly  or  indirectly  upon  the  question,"  I  beg  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  condition  of  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Bailroad.  From 
Girard,  the  starting  point  of  the  road,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Chat- 
tahoochee River,  opposite  Columbus,  to  Silver  Bun,  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles,  the  road  is  laid  with  the  T  rail  and  is  in  good  condition,  but  from 
Silver  Run  to  Union  Springs  the  superstructure  and  iron  are  of  the 
most  inferior  description. 

The  iron  is  of  the  old  flange  pattern  and  is  very  much  worn,  and  the 
cross-ties  and  stringers  greatly  decayed.  Steps  should  be  at  once 
taken  to  hiive  the  necessary  repairs  made,  otherwise  there  is  reason  to 
fear  that  the  road  will  not  be  in  condition  to  move  the  next  crop.  The 
transportation  facilities  of  the  road  are  likewise  greatly  deficient.  The 
motive  power  consists  of  four  engines  and  the  rolling-stock  of  twenty- 
four  box  and  thirty  platform  cars.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the 
river  at  Columbus  is  not  spanned  by  a  railroad  bridge,  and  that  the 
Girard  road  is  so  cut  off  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  trains  of 
other  roads  to  pass  over  it,  it  is  a  matter  of  grave  doubt  whether  the 
transportation  of  the  road  is  sufficient  to  answer  the  demands  that 
may  be  made  upon  it.  This  deficiency,  however,  will  not  be  of  so  great 
importance,  provided  the  prison  is  located  at  a  point  nearer  Columbus. 
With  a  view  of  a  possible  location  at  some  other  point,  though  outside 
of  my  instructions,  I  devoted  a  day  to  the  examination  of  the  country 
at  Silver  Run,  and  found  it  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose  required. 
Timber,  water,  everything  requisite  is  at  hand,  directly  on  the  railroad. 
The  run  is  a  small  stream  of  clear  water,  having  its  source  in  a  multi- 
tude of  springs  and  never  has  been  known  to  go  dry.  It  passes 
through  a  slight  depression  between  two  hills,  which  furnish  a  most 
desirable  site  for  a  stockade.  The  surrounding  country  is  elevated  and 
abounds  in  pine  timber.  I  have  seen  no  place  more  desirable  for  a 
military  prison.  The  only  disadvantage  connected  with  it  as  a  location 
consists  in  ifs  distance  (thirty-four  miles)  from  Union  Springs,  but  this 
disadvantage  is  overcome  when  the  condition  of  the  railroad  is  consid- 
ered, the  transportation  facilities  of  which  might  very  well  serve  to 
carry  provisions  up  the  road,  but  which  would  be  altogether  too 
limited  to  transport  the  prisoners  down,  especially  when  arriving  in 
bodies  of  800  and  1,200.  Besides,  from  the  distance  from  Columbus 
to  the  Springs,  fifty-four  miles,  and  the  condition  of  the  road  from 
Silver  Run  down,  not  more  than  one  trip  a  day  could  be  made,  whereas 
Silver  Run,  being  only  twenty  miles  from  Columbus,  and  the  road 
being  comparatively  good,  the  limited  transportation  would  not  prove 
so  great  an  evil.  Again,  between  Silver  Run  and  CTnion  Springs  there 
are  two  Government  depots  for  tax  in  kind,  and,  on  inquiry,  I  found 
that  each  of  these  depots  received  nearly  as  much  tithe  bacon  and 
other  supplies  as  the  depot  at  Union  Springs,  so  that  the  disadvantage 
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referred  to  is  trifling  compared  with  the  advantage  found  in  water,  tim- 
ber, &c.  Jn  view,  therefore,  of  all  the  circumstances,  I  beg  most 
respectfully  to  recommend  Silver  Run  as  the  most  desirable  location. 

Bearing  also  upon  the  question,  I  beg  to  add  that  seventeen  miles 
below  Silver  Run  there  is  an  excellent  grain  mill,  with  capacity  to 
grind  300  bushels  per  day.  There  is  also  a  mill  at  Union  Springs  with 
a  similar  capacity,  and  also  that  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  there  are 
four  steam  saw -mills  in  constant  operation. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

C.  E.  DYKE, 
Captain,  Florida  Light  Artillery. 


Washington,  J).  C,  July  6,  1864. 
Hon.  EnwiN  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  received  from  Dr.  EUerslie 
Wallace,  of  Philadelphia,  making  certain  inquiries  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  U.  S.  authorities, 
which  questions  he  asks  in  behalf  of  a  sub-committee  of  the  TJ.  S. 
Sanitary  Commission.*  I  have  prepared  a  reply  to  his  questions  which 
1  resi)ectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  in  order  that  if  it  be  cor- 
rect and  it  be  considered  expedient  to  give  the  information  it  may  be 
forwarded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 

[Incloaure  Ko.  2.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  6, 1S64. 
Dr.  Ellerslie  Wallace, 

277  tSouth  Fourth  Street,  Philadelphia: 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
20th  ultimo  in  which,  in  behalf  of  a  commi  ttee  of  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Com- 
mission, you  make  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  condition  and  treatment  of 
rebel  prisoners  of  war  in  ourhauds.  In  reply  you  are  respectfully  informed 
that  such  prisoners  are  treated  with  all  the  consideration  and  kindness 
that  might  be  expected  of  a  humane  and  Christian  people.  The  rations 
allowed  to  them  are  ample  and  of  good  quality.  The  reduction  recently 
made  in  the  prisoners'  ration  was  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  nearer 
to  what  the  rebel  authorities  profess  to  allow  their  soldiers,  and  no 
complaint  has  been  heard  of  its  iusufiQciency.  Suitable  provision  has 
been  made  by  the  Government  for  supplying  the  prisoners  with  all 
necessary  clothing  and  blankets,  and  at  each  depot  there  is  a  sutler 
authorized  to  sell  to  them  at  reasonable  rates  certain  prescribed  articles 
of  comfort  and  convenience,  such  as  our  soldiers  desire  to  purchase. 
Fuel  is  provided  by  the  Army  Regulations  and  is  liberally  furnished. 
Shelter  is  not  denied  to  any  "  during  the  inclement  and  cold  season,"  and 
for  those  who  require  them  comfortable  hospital  accommodations  and 
skillful  medical  and  surgical  attention  are  provided.  The  Commis- 
sary-General of  Prisoners  informs  me  that  he  has  heard  of  no  orders 
to  shoot  prisoners  for  being  at  the  windows  or  near  them,  and  he  does 
not  believe  that  orders  of  that  character  have  anywhere  been  given. 
He  has  heard  of  no  prisoners  being  shot  under  such  circumstances. 

*  For  iuclosuro  No.  1  see  June  20,  p.  387. 
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Geueral  Butler  did  in  the  early  part  of  this  year  ofter  to  excliaiigo 
prisoners,  grade  for  grade  and  man  for  man,  of  those  at  Point  Lookout 
and  two  other  places,  but  the  proposition  was  not  acceded  to  by  the 
rebel  authorities.    Your  inquiries  are  thus  substantially  answered. 

I  inclose  copies  of  the  orders  of  the  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners 
regulating  the  conduct  and  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  and  the 
rations  they  now  receive. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 
Quartermanter-  General. 


OONFEDERATK   STATES   OF   AMEUICA,  WAR   DEPARTMENT, 

liivhmond,  Va.,  July  C,  1864. 
Oapt.  G.  W.  Alexander,  Commanding  Post,  Salishvry,  N.  G. : 

Captain:  The  Department  has  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  11th  of  June,  requesting  the  discharge  of  certain 
Yankee  deserters,  who  were  some  time  since  discharged  on  their  oath 
of  neutrality,  and  are  now  claimed  as  conscripts.  Also  authority  to 
send  other  deserters  now  in  your  custody  to  Andersonville,  Ga.,  to  be 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  Your  general  views  are  approved,  and 
the  requisite  orders  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  the  Department  is  placed 
in  possession  of  the  names  of  the  parties.  Each  case  should  be 
reported  separately  with  a  brief  recital  of  the  material  facts  and  your 
own  recommendations. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Asuutunt  /Secretary  of  War. 


ItiOHMONT),  Va.,  July  G,  JS64. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder, 

Commanding  I'rison,  Andersonville,  Ga. : 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  to 
make  the  following  response  to  your  letter  of  24th  ultimo: 

The  Department  fully  appreciates  the  importance  of  having  an  effi- 
cient force  to  guard  the  Federal  prisoTiers  at  Andersonville.  It  was 
supposed  the  regiments  of  reserves  ordered  there  would  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose.  If  they  are  not,  you  will  request  General  Cobb  to  send 
additional  force.    Troops  cannot  be  drawn  from  any  other  source. 

It  is  not  desirable  to  keep  a  large  body  of  prisoners  together,  and 
you  were  requested  some  time  since  to  select  a  place  in  Alabama — 
Cahaba  or  Union  Springs  (the  former  is  preferred)  being  suggested— to 
which  a  portion  of  them  may  be  transferred.  As  soon  as  the  location 
is  determined  upon,  you  will  send  to  it  as  speedily  as  possible  as  many 
of  the  prisoners  as  you  think  it  expedient  to  remove  from  Anderson- 
ville. If  the  necessary  guard  for  this  purpose  cannot  be  had  there, 
volunteers  from  the  Keserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,*  Meridian, 
Miss.,  will  furnish  it  to  you  from  the  regiment  of  cavalry  at  Selma  and 
the  detachment  of  paroled  men  (now  exchanged)  at  Demopolis,  Ala. 
Until  the  reserves  of  Alabama,   which  General  Withers  has  been 

"Extract  beginning  "Ab  soon  as  tho  location  is  determined,"  etc.,  sent  to  Lieat. 
Gen.  S.  D.  Lee. 
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directed  to  organize  and  turn  over  to  you,  arrive,  these  troops  may  con- 
tinue upon  duty,  guarding  prisoners  at  the  point  you  may  select.  You' 
had  better  correspond  with  Generals  Lee  and  Withers  upon  these  mat- 
ters and  send  them  an  extract  from  this  letter,  that  no  obstacle  may 
be  presented  to  the  safe  custody  of  the  prisoners  after  they  leave 
Andersonville. 

Attention  will  be  given  to  your  request  that  Captain  Vowles,  Private 
Weatberford,  and  the  detectives  may  be  sent  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Lieut.  Col.  E.  Murray,  assistant  adjutant- general,  relative  to  a  Yan- 
kee who  was  captured  while  guarding  property. 

[Indorsement.] 

July  C,  1864. 
Referred  to  General  Gardner,  commanding,  «&c. 
This  prisoner  will  be  included  in  the  first  detachment  sent  North  by 
flag  of  truce. 

[RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange.] 


[  Jttly  7, 1864. — For  Foster  to  Halleck  (two  letters),  in  relation  to  the 
exchange  of  officers,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  170.) 


Headquarters  Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  July  7, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissury-Oeneral  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  prisoners'  sinks  were 
moved  closer  to  shore  on  account  of  their  having  been  carried  away 
by  ice  during  the  winter.  They  are  all  washed  by  the  tide  Avith  the 
exception  of  the  hospital  sinks,  and  I  had  already  ordered  a  double 
force  j)ump  for  each  one  of  the  sinks  with  sufficient  hose  and  power  to 
keep  them  in  a  constantly  pure  and  healthy  condition,  and  at  less  cost 
and  with  greater  security  than  the  extension  of  these  sinks  would 
prove  to  be.  These  pumps  will  be  in  operation  this  week,  and  will  cer- 
tainly prove  entirely  satisfactory. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Camp  Sumter,  July  [7,  18(14]. 
General  S.  Coopkr,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

After  examination.  Silver  Run,  twenty  miles  from  Columbus,  Ga.,  ou 
the  road  to  Union  Springs,  Ala.,  is  the  most  suitable  place  to  establish 
a  depot  for  prisoners  of  war.  Neither  Cahaba  nor  Union  Springs  will 
answer.  Silver  Run  every  way  suitable.  Shall  I  proceed  to  establish 
the  depot?    I  report  in  full  by  mail. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  8, 1864. 
His  ExcelleDcy  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  UniteiJ  States: 
A  telegram  Iroiu  the  Secretary  of  War  says  you  direct  the  release  of 
Doctor  Barrett,  of  this  city,  who  is  now  couflued  iu  Gratiot  Street 
Prison,  under  charges  of  disloyal  and  treasonable  practices  against  the 
Government.  He  is  one  of  that  band  of  leaders  in  the  conspiracy 
order  of  which  1  have  sent  you  a  report,  to  explain  which  I  desired, 
but  did  uot  receive,  i)ermission  to  see  you  personally.  His  release 
would  endanger  the  public  ])eace  and  defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  and  I 
respectfully  retpiest  ii  reversion  of  the  order. 

W.  S.  ROSEOKANS, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  July  8,  1864. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commundimj  Con/'edcrntc  Forces,  near  Petersburg,  Va.: 
1  would  request  that  Col.  .lames  V.  Jaquess,  Seventy-third  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  J.  R.  Gilmore,  esq.,  be  allowed  to  meet  Ool. 
Robert  Ould,  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  at  such  place 
between  the  lines  of  the  two  armies  as  you  uiiiy  designate.  The  object 
of  the  meeting  is  legitimate  with  Colonel  Ould  as  commissioner.  If  not 
consistent  for  you  to  grant  the  request  here  asked,  I  would  beg  that 
this  be  referred  to  President  Davis  for  his  action. 

Requesting  as  early  an  answer  to  this  communication  as  you  may 
find  it  convenient  to  make,  1  subscribe  myself,  &c., 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutena  nt-  (ieiteral. 


nKADQIIAIlTERS    DEPARTMENT    OF    THE    SOUTH, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  July  8,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  VV.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Army: 

General:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  five  gen- 
eral officers  and  forty-five  field  officers,  rebel  prisoners  of  war,  under  the 
charge  of  Maj.  E.  N.  Strong,  aide-de-camp. 

They  are  now  confined  on  board  of  vessels,  anchored  under  the  guns 
of  the  Wabash.    As  soon  as  strong  jails,  now  constructing,  cau  be  put 
uj)  near  Fort  Gregg  these  prisoners  will  be  placed  in  them. 
Vcrv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  J).  C,  July  8,  1864. 

Miij.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Headquarters  New  Orleans,  La.  ; 
General:  On  the  2d  instant  I  had  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  you  a 
letter  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  2d  ultimo  in  relation  to  prisoners  of  war 
forwarded  from  New  Orleans  to  Fort  Monroe  in  June,  1863.  My  letter 
was  juobably  in  the  mail  which  was  lost  a  few  days  since  by  the  sink- 
ing of  the  mail  steamer  Locust  Point  on  the  passage  from  New  York  to 
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New  Orleans,  and  I  therefore  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  it.  I  retained 
no  copies  of  the  lists  which  accompanied  my  letter  and  I  am  therefore 
unable  to  send  you  duplicates  of  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad, 

Columbus,  Ga.,  July  8,  18(i4. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  learned  that  an  agent  of  the  C.  S.  Army  has  been 
instructed  to  select  a  place  for  the  confinement  of  prisoners  taken  from 
the  U.  S.  Army  and  that  he  has  chosen  a  spot  on  this  road.  Now,  while 
it  may  and  probably  would  prove  to  be  for  the  pecuniary  advantage  of 
this  road  to  have  the  encampment  on  it,  will  it  not  be  an  injury  to  the 
army  stores  of  provisions?  Every  pound  of  meat  or  bushel  of  grain 
that  passes  over  this  road  can  be  sent  via  Macon  to  Atlanta,  or  via 
Augusta  to  Virginia,  and  thus  reach  either  of  onr  armies,  while  there 
are  countless  thousands  of  bushels  of  grain  west  of  the  Alabama  River 
that  can  not  be  made  available  for  the  want  of  transportation  over  the 
Montgomery  and  West  Point  Railroad.  Would  it  not  be  sound  policy 
to  have  the  encampment  somewhere  west  of  Selma,  on  the  Alabama 
River?  It  is  a  better  provision  country  and  equally  as  safe  and  healthy. 
I  suggest  this  for  your  consideration. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

W.  H.  MITCHELL, 

President. 


Washington,  I).  C,  Jvly  9,  1864. 
Major-General  Rosecrans  . 

When  did  the  Secretary  of  War  telegraph  you  to  release  Doctor 
Barrett?    If  it  is  an  old  thing  let  it  stand  till  you  hear  further. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  9,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners  of  War,  Washingto7i,  D.  C. : 
Colonel  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  of  inspection 
made  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  July  1,  1864,  complying  with  instructions 
received,  dated  Washington,  June  19,  1864. 

1  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 

Surgeon,  V.  S.  Army. 

[IncloBiire.] 

Report  of  a  medical  inspection  of  the  camp  and  prison  hospital  of  the 
prisoners  of  war,  commanded  by  Colonel  Draper,  Thirty-sixth  Colored 
Regiment,  made  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1864,  by  Surg.  C.  T,  Alexander, 
medical  inspector,  U.  S.  Army. 

1.  Camp,  name    and  geographical  position— Point  Lookout,  Saint 
Mary's  County,  Md.    2.  Topography  of  surrounding  country— peninsula 
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formed  by  Potomac  River  and  Chesapeake  Bay.  3.  Topography  of 
locality,  soil,  drainage— flat,  soil  sandy,  drainage  not  naturally  good. 
4,  Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  effects— pumps,  deficient,  quality 
bad,  diarrhea  and  dysentery.  5.  Fuel,  whence  obtained,  kind,  supply — 
by  boat,  oak  and  pine,  abundant.  G.  Local  causes  of  disease,  removal, 
mitigation — bad  water,  deficiency  of  vegetables.  7.  Camp,  bow  ar- 
ranged, how  long  occupied — parallelogram,  one  year.  8.  Camp,  pre- 
vious use  of  ground— part  of  farm.  !).  Tents,  kind,  quality,  condition— 
Sibley  and  common,  old  and  worn.  10.  Tents,  warming,  ventilation, 
change  of  position — stoves  and  fireplaces,  changed  once  a  week.  11. 
Tents,  sufficiency,  number  of  men  to  each— deficient,  16  to  Sibley, 
<5  to  common.  12.  Sinks  and  cesspools,  construction,  position,  man- 
agement— sinks  built  over  the  bay.  13.  Removal  of  offal  and  rubbish, 
police  of  camiD — good.  14.  Rations,  quality,  quantity,  variety — quality 
good,  quantity  sufficient,  variety  limited.  15.  Vegetables  and  pickles, 
kinds,  amount,  how  obtained — potatoes,  15  pounds  to  100  rations, 
other  vegetables  upon  surgeon's  requisition  from  prison  fund.  16. 
Rations,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  messing — well  cooked,  inspected 
daily  by  medical  officer,  mess-room.  17.  Clothing,  condition,  deficien- 
cies— fair.  18.  Men,  morale,  sanitary  condition,  personal  cleanliness — 
fair. 

1.  Hospital,  topography  of  locality,  soil,  drainage — same  as  camp, 
soil  sandy,  drainage  good.  2.  Hospital  buildings,  number,  kind,  capac- 
ity— in  process  of  erection.  3.  Hospital  tents,  number,  kind,  capacity — 
100  hospital,  75  common.  4.  Hospital  warming,  ventilation,  lighting — 
warming  by  stoves,  ventilation  good,  candles.  5.  Hospital  water-closets 
and  sinks — common  tents  with  tubs,  emptied  twice  daily.  6.  Hospi- 
tal discipline,  police — good.  7.  Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  effects — 
pumps,  deficient,  bad,  causing  diarrhea,  dysentery.  8.  Fuel,  whence 
obtained,  kind,  supply — same  as  camp.  9.  Diet,  quality,  quantity,  and 
variety — good.  10.  Diet,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  messing — stoves, 
medical  officers.  11.  Medical  and  hospital  supplies,  quality,  condition, 
deficiencies — good,  abundant.  12.  Instruments,  hospital,  personal, 
condition,  deficiencies — none  hospital,  pocketcase  to  assistant  surgeons, 
full  set  to  surgeon  in  charge.  13.  Commissary  stores,  medical  comforts, 
conditions,  deficiencies — good.  14.  Hospital  records  and  accounts — 
well  kept.    15.  Hospital  muster  and  pay  rolls — properly  made  out. 

16,  Reports  of  sick  and  wounded,  and  of  operations — properly  made  out. 

17.  Requisitions  and  returns — properly  made  out.  18.  Morning  reports, 
provision  returns — properly  made  out.  19.  Hospital  fund,  how 
expended,  accounted  for,  condition — agreeable  to  orders,  fund  on  hand 
$3,200.91.  20.  Hospital  washing,  how  performed,  how  paid  for — at 
Hammond  General  Hospital,  by  detail  of  prisoners. 

1.  Surgeons,  number  present,  absent — one  surgeon,  J.  H.  Thompson, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  absent.  2.  Assistant  surgeons,  present,  absent — 
three  acting  assistant  surgeons.  3.  Chaplains,  present,  absent — two 
prisoners  of  war.  4.  Hospital  stewards,  present,  absent — one,  Regular 
Army.  5.  Cooks  and  nurses,  present,  absent — 13  cooks,  80  nurses,  all 
lirisoners  of  war.  6.  Sick,  ratio  of,  to  strength  of  command — 10  per 
cent.  7.  Sick,  condition,  cleanliness — good.  8.  Sick,  beds  for,  super- 
ficial area  and  air  space  per  bed — 700,  suflBcient.  9.  Medical  and  sur- 
gical treatment — good.  10.  Surgical  operations,  how  performed — under 
chloroform,  under  surgeon  in  charge.  11.  Nursing,  how  performed — 
prisoners  of  war.  12.  Diseases  prevalent — diarrhea,  dysentery, 
typhoid  fever,  fevers  generally,  scurvy,  and  itch.    13.  Diseases  of  local 
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origiD — diarrhea,  dysentery,  typhoid,  14.  Diseases,  preveution,  miti 
gation — good  water  and  vegetables.  15.  Eecoveries  from  diseases, 
wounds,  rapid  or  tardy — tardy.  16.  Mortality  from  diseases,  wounds, 
per  cent. — 10  per  cent.  17.  Vaccination — discontinued  for  present, 
unhealthy  ulcers  following.  18.  IntermcTits,  how  conducted  and 
recorded — proi)erly,  headboard  marking  each  grave,  giving  name,  rank, 
company,  and  regiment. 

Absent  medical  officer  accounted  for — J.  H.  Thompson;  rank,  sur- 
geon; regiment,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  cause  of  absence,  and  by  what 
authority,  sickness  of  family,  General  Augur;  date  of  leaving  the  com- 
mand, July  5,  1864. 

Special  reports  respecting  the  skill,  efficiency,  and  conduct  of  officers 
and  attendants  connected  with  the  medical  department,  report  of 
vacancies  in  medical  de])artment:  J.  H.  Thompson,  surgeon,  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers, competent,  skillful;  L.  F,  Itussell,  acting  assistant  surgeon, 
TJ.  S.  Army,  efficient;  E,  W.  Walton,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S. 
Army,  efficient;  W.  Broadbeut,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army, 
efficient.    Conduct  of  officers  and  attendants — good. 

Instructions  and  directions  given  to  medical  officers,  recommenda- 
tions for  the  action  of  the  medical  inspector- general:  The  surgeon  in 
charge  being  a  man  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  pertaining  to 
his  position,  having  his  hospital  well  discii)lined  and  policed,  no  special 
instructions  were  given. 

Kotcs  referred  to  this  report. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners  of  War,  Washington,  B.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  deem  it  proper  to  call  your  attention  especially  to  tlie 
following  points :  First.  The  water,  being  brackish  and  scanty,  is  causing 
a  large  increase  of  disease.  This  should  be  remedied  at  once  by  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  fresh  water  being  furnished  by  boats  until  condensers 
suitable  for  the  purpose  are  obtained.a  Second.  The  misunderstanding 
in  reference  to  the  construction  of  a  hospital.  At  present  material  has 
been  purchased  only  sufficient  to  erect  one  ward,  this  being  understood 
as  your  order  on  the  subject.  A  necessity  exists  for  the  building  as 
soon  as  practicable  at  least  six  wards,  with  laundry,  mess-room,  kitchen, 
and  sinks.  Third.  An  extra  issue  of  an  ti  scorbutics  to  correctthe  scurvy 
and  tendency  thereto  now  existing.  If  it  could  be  so  arranged  that  the 
Baltimore  and  Fortress  Monroe  daily  boat  could  touch  at  this  point  it 
would  be  a  great  convenience.  Among  the  prisoners  is  a  woman,  Sarah 
Jane  Perkins,  whose  removal  is  desirable. 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Inspector,  U.  8.  Army. 


Office  Commissabt-Geneual  of  rRisoNEES, 

Washington,  J).  C,  July  9,  1S(J4. 
Surg.  Charles  T.  Alexander, 

Acting  Medical  Inspector,  Washington,  I).  C: 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  examine  into  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  depot  for  prisoners  of  war  just  established  at  Elmira 
N.  Y.,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eastman,  and  to  confer 

o  Please  eec  iny  special  report  of  July  I,  1864. 
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with  Lim  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  to  place  the  depot 
in  proper  condition.  You  understand  my  views  as  to  the  mode  of 
carrying  out  the  regulations  contained  iii  the  circular  from  this  office 
of  April  20,  and  will  be  able  to  give  any  explanations  which  Colonel 
Eastman  may  desire.  Make  such  recommendations  as  to  the  interior 
management  of  the  hospital  as  you  may  deem  proper  and  request  them 
to  be  put  in  force.  In  making  yonr  report  use  the  forms  prescribed  for 
tlie  medical  inspectors  of  the  Army,  and  remark  on  all  matters  embraced 
under  the  several  headings  noted  thereon.  Having  completed  the 
inspection,  yon  will  report  in  person  at  this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners. 


Camp  Sumter,  July  9,  1864. 
Maj.  William  L.  Bailey,  Qftartermaster,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

The  Commissary-General  is  purchasing  all  the  greenbacks  at  this  post 
at  $4.50,  consequently  I  shall  not  be  able  to  furnish  you  at  a  less  price. 
If  Quartermaster-General  and  Commissary-General  will  agree  on  one 
price,  can  arrange  to  purchase  what  amount  you  may  need. 

R.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Post  Quartermaster. 


Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  July  .9,  1864. 
Maj.  N.  W.  Smith,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

Majoe:  I  have  exchanged  my  young  mules  with  Captain  Johnson, 
as  requested.  I  need  very  much  at  this  post  ten  small,  compact  saddle 
horses,  and  in  conversation  with  Captain  Johnson  the  other  day  he 
said  he  could  easily  procure  them  for  me  if  so  instructed.  Please  give 
at  once  the  necessary  instructions,  as  this  will  in  nowise  affect  his 
supply  of  horses  suitable  for  artillery  purposes,  the  kind  of  horse  I 
want  being  entirely  too  small  for  such  purpose. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Post  Quartermaster. 


Andersonville,  July  9, 1861.    (Received  11th.) 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

Send  me  the  officers  I  have  asked  for.  I  have  not  officers  enough  for 
the  duty.  The  guard  is  raw  and  dissatisfied.  1  must  have  the  assist- 
ance of  more  officers.  Send  me  the  detectives  I  have  asked  for.  There 
is  treason  going  on  around  us,  even  to  depositing  arms  in  the  adjacent 
counties  to  arm  the  prisoners. 

I  am  obliged  to  commit  the  investigation  to  incompetent  hands  and 
I  fear  it  will  fail.  We  are  in  a  critical  situation.  Do  send  me  the 
assistance  I  ask.  Believe  me  there  is  very  great  danger  here.  Twelve 
of  the  reserves  deserted  last  night  with  arms,  and  I  cannot  depend 
upon  them.    Has  Lieutenant  Davis  arrived  in  Richmond'? 

JNO.  II.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquabters  Army  of  Korthebn  Virginia, 

July  10, 1864, 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  Commanding  U.  8.  Armies : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  8th  instant,  requesting  that  an  interview  take  place  between  Gol. 
James  F.  Jaquess  and  J.  K.  Gilmore,  esq.,  and  Gol.  Robert  Quid, 
commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

I  will  submit  the  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  you  will 
be  duly  informed  of  his  decision.  Should  the  proposition  be  acceded 
to,  the  time  and  place  most  convenient  for  the  meeting  will  be  made 
known  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  July  10, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  one  of  the  sentinels  here, 
in  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty,  on  the  night  of  the  8th  f7thj 
instant  shot  and  mortally  wounded  Col.  E.  Pope  Jones,  One  hundred 
and  ninth  Virginia  Regiment,  who  died  from  the  effects  of  the  wound 
on  the  night  of  the  9th  instant.  As  a  justification  of  the  act  I  submit 
the  report  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  which  clearly  exonerates  the  sentinel 
from  any  blame.  Many  of  the  prisoners  have  been  accustomed  to 
insult  and  trifle  with  the  sentinels  because  they  are  militia,  and  this 
shooting  is  one  of  the  results  of  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  General. 

rinclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fort  Delaware,  Del., 

No.  213.  )  July  8,  1864. 

Capt.  Alex.  Smith  and  Lieut.  J.  F.  Daton,  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-seventh  Regiment  Ohio  National  State  Guard,  and  Lieut.  William 
Hall,  of  Battery  G,  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  will  constitute  a  board  of 
examination,  to  convene  without  delay  at  the  garrison  guard-room, 
and  inquire  into  the  shooting  of  Lieut.  Col.  E.  P.  Jones,  One  hundred 
and  ninth  Virginia,  C.  S.  Army,  a  prisoner  of  war,  by  Private  William  G. 
Douglass,  Company  C,  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Ohio  National 
State  Guard,  while  on  duty  as  sentinel  on  the  night  of  July  7,  1864. 
They  will  report  the  full  facts  in  the  case  to  the  commanding  general. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf : 

HENRY  WARNER, 
Second  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant. 

In  pursuance  of  Special  Orders,  No.  213,  hereto  attached,  issued  from 
head(iuarter8  at  Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  on  July  8, 1864,  a  board  of  exam- 
ination— composed  of  the  following  oflflcers:  Capt.  Alexander  Smith 
One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Regiment  Ohio  State  National  Guard- 
Lieut.  William  Hall,  Battery  G,  Pennsylvania  Artillery;  Lieut.  J.  f! 
Daton,  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Regiment  Ohio  State  National 
Guard — assembled  at  the  garrison  guard-room  on  said  day  for  the 
purjiose  therein  expressed. 
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Private  William  G.  Douglass  made  the  following  statement: 


I  am  a  private,  Company  C,  Uue  bundred  and  fifty-soveuth  Regiment  Ohio  State 
National  Guard.  On  yesterday  was  acting  as  sentinel  at  ])OBt  No.  20 ;  went  on  guard 
between  7  and  9  p.  m.  Some  time  between  those  hours  a  rebel  came  out  of  the  sink — 
the  officers'  sink — and  stopped  about  ten  minutes.  I  told  him  to  "leave;"  think  he 
was  twenty  or  thirty  feet  from  me ;  went  back  and  turned  the  light;  came  back  and 
said,  "Now,  you  must  leave."  Then  I  said  the  third  time,  "If  you  don't  leave,  I'll 
shoot  you."  The  man  still  stood  there.  I  said  again,  "  Leave."  He  muttered  some- 
thing, and  then  I  shot  him. 

William  Hascroft's  statement: 

I  am  a  private,  Company  C,  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Regiment  Ohio 
State  National  Guard;  was  on  guard  July  7,  1864,  between  the  honrs  of  7  and  9 
p.  m.,  post  19i;  heard  sentry  on  post  20  tell  somebody  to  "move  on"  or  "go  on," 
aint  certain  which;  heard  him  say  second  time  the  same  thing;  next  time  said  to 
the  man,  "Move  on,  damn  you,  or  I'll  shoot  you,"  or  something  to  that  amount; 
next  he  raised  his  gun  to  his  shoulder  and  cocked  it,  I  could  hear  the  click ;  next  he 
fired;  don't  know  the  time  exactly  between  the  challenges;  think  it  was  about  a 
minute;  sentinel  challenged  dintinctly. 

Edmund  Huntsman's  statement : 

I  am  a  private,  Company  C,  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Regiment  Ohio  State 
National  Guard;  was  on  guard  yesterday  at  post  19  between  7  and  9  p.  m. ;  lieard 
sentry  of  post  20  say,  "  Move  on;"  the  second  time  he  said,  "Move  on;"  again  the 
third  time  he  said,"  Move  on,  or  damn  you,  I'll  shoot  you;"  saw  sentinel  raise  his 
piece;  heard  him  cock  his  piece,  when  he  drew  it  up  he  said  "move  on  "  again,  and 
then  he  fired ;  he  challenged  him  distinctly.    I  heard  the  sentinel  distinctly. 

James  Adams'  statement: 

I  am  a  private.  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Ohio  State  National  Guard;  was 
on  post  No.  21,  July  7,  1864,  between  the  hours  of  7  and  9  p.m.;  heard  the  sentinel 
on  post  No.  20  say  the  first  time  to  somebody,  "Move  on;"  the  second  time  he  said, 
"Get  out  there ;'' the  third  time  he  said,  "Damnyou,  goon;"  the  rel>.  turned  around 
and  said  something;  don't  know  what  it  was;  after  that  I  saw  the  sentinel  jerk 
down  his  gun;  didn't  see  anything  more  till  I  heard  the  report  of  the  gun;  heard 
sentinel  challenge  him  distinctly  three  times ;  there  was  quite  a  pause  between  each 
challenge. 

John  Zinc's  statement: 

I  am  a  private.  Company  F,  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Regiment  Ohio  State 
National  Guard;  wa.s  on  guard  at  post  No.  22,  on  July  7,  1864,  between  the  hours  of 
7  and  9  p.m.;  heard  sentry  at  post  No.  20  say  to  somebody,  "Go  away  from  there ; " 
think  that  was  the  expression;  heard  sentry  say  second  time,  "Move  ou;"  heard 
sentry  say  third  time,  "  Go  away,"  or  "move  on,"  or  "I'll  be  God-damuod  if  I  don't 
shoot;"  didn't  hear  anything  more  after  that;  heard  report  of  the  gun  and  corporal 
of  the  guard  No.  20  called;  heard  the  challenge  distinctly. 

Eichard  W.  Woodward's  statement : 


7  and 

heard  him  say  _   ,  ,  ,-■■■, 

shoot  yon;"  just  before  the  sentinel  called  the  fourth  time  somebody  said  some- 
thing and  the  sentinel  challenged  again;  this  was  the  fourth  time;  sentinel  said  this 
time  '"Go  in,"  and  immediately  fired.    I  heard  the  sentinel  challenge  him  distinctly 
each  time. 
The  circumstance  occurred  at  half-past  8  p.  m. 

W.  G.  Nugent's  statement : 

P^OET  Delaware,  Jidy  8,  1864. 

I  examined  the  wounds  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  One  hundred  and  ninth  Vir- 
ginia C.  S.  Army,  on  the  night  of  Thursday,  July  7,  1864.  The  ball  entered  the 
right' shoulder,  fracturing  the  humerus  about  one  inch  below  the  shoulder  joint; 
penetrated  the  chest  and  made  its  exit  therefrom  at  the  junction  of  the  fifth  rib  with 
the  sternum  of  right  side.  ^    ..     .    t  <■  ^u  ^  x,. 

The  pleura  was  wounded,  but  there  is  no  symptom  leading  to  the  belief  that  there 
was  any  injury  done  to  the  lung.  There  'were  two  wounds  in  the  shoulder,  one 
made  by  the  entrance  of  the  ball,  the  other  in  all  probability  by  tlie  exit  of  a  buck- 
shot, or  a  fragment  of  bone  shattered  from  the  humerus. 
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The  heniorrhaire  from  the  chest  was  not  very  jirofiise,  and  although  very  seriously 
wounded  his  symptoms  are  this  uioruiiig  favorable.  ■ 

\V.  G.  NUGENT^ 
Acting  Jssiatmit  Surgeon. 

We,  the  undersigned,  commissioned  officers,  appointed  as  a  board  of 
examination  in  pursuance  of  iSpecial  Orders,  No.  213,  for  the  purpose 
therein  exi)ressed,  do  find  that  Lieut.  Col.  E.  P.  Jones,  One  hundred 
and  ninth  Virginia,  0.  S.  Army,  was  shot  by  said  Private  William  G. 
Douglass,  Company  C,  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Eegiment  Ohio 
State  National  Guard,  on  the  night  of  July  7, 1864. 

We  further  find  that  said  Jones  was  shot  by  said  Douglass  while 
said  Douglass  was  in  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  sentinel,  and  exonerate 
said  Douglass  from  all  blame. 

ALEXANDER  SMITH, 
Captain  Company  F,  157th  Regiment  Ohio  State  National  Guard. 

J.  FLETCHEE  DATON, 
Lieutenant.!  Company  C,  157th  Regiment  Ohio  State  National  CuarU. 

WM.  HALL, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Battery  G. 

[FirHt  imlorsemcnt.] 

Office  Commissart-Genebal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  16, 1804. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

The  within  proceedings  do  not  snow  under  what  orders  the  sentinel 
acted,  or  that  he  had  any  orders  to  meet  such  a  case.  There  are  many 
ways  of  punishing  a  prisoner  for  disobedience  of  a  sentinel's  order  when 
not  attended  with  a  demonstration  of  violence  without  going  to  the 
extremity  of  shooting  him  down;  and  in  the  case  reported  there  seems 
to  have  been  nothing  to  call  for  such  severe  measures.  If  the  sentinel 
was  governed  by  his  orders,  as  from  the  proceedings  it  may  be  presumed 
he  was,  he  is  excusable,  and  the  responsibility  rests  ui)on  the  com- 
manding officer. 

A  copy  of  instructions  on  this  point  addressed  to  Brigadier-General 
Schoepf  is  herewith  inclosed. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commis,sary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Set^oiid  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  July  19, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  exchange  of  prisoners 
for  remark. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

LOUIS  H.  PELOUZE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

July  21,  1864. 
If  prisoners  of  war  obstinately  refuse  obedience  to  the  orders  of  a 
sentinel,  as  appears  to  have  been  the  case  in  this  instance,  very  unfor- 
tunate consequences  are  to  be  expected. 

E.  A.  HITGHCOOK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 
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Wceldy  report  of  the  condition  of  the  military  prisons,  Post  of  Saint 

Louis. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  lO,  1864. 

Condition  of  Gratiot  Street  Prison. — 1.  Buildings — inneedof  repaips; 
kept  very  cleau.  2.  Sinks  and  yards— since  repaired,  in  much  better 
condition.  3.  Kitchens  and  mess  rooms — in  very  good  order.  4.  Clean- 
liness of  prisoners — very  satisfactory.  5.  Quarters  and  bedding — sat- 
isfactory. 6.  Hospital — very  satisfactory  as  far  as  system,  cleanliness, 
and  treatment  of  the  sick  is  concerned. 

Condition  of  Myrtle  Street  Prison. — 1.  Buildings — too  small  for  the 
purpose;  kept  pretty  clean.  2.  Sinks  and  yards — could  have  been  kept 
much  cleaner.    The  building  materials  in  the  yard  ought  to  be  removed. 

3.  Kitchens  and  mess-rooms — not  with  sufiflcieut  system  and  accuracy, 

4.  Cleanliness  of  prisoners — could  be  better.    5.  Quarters  and  bedding — 
somewhat  in  disorder. 

The  more  I  become  familiar  with  these  institutions  the  more  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  renew  my  recommendations  in  behalf  of  a  thorough 
repair  of  both  prisons.  A  small  amount  appropriated  for  this  purpose 
would  not  only  make  good  and  commodious  prisons  and  facilitate  the 
classification  and  control  of  the  prisoners,  but  also  enable  us  to  reduce 
the  guard  now  mounted  for  these  institutions  of  about  75  per  cent. 
Kespectfully  referring  to  my  recommendation  of  February  8,  in  refer- 
ence to  a  change  in  the  commandership  of  Myrtle  Street  Prison,  1 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  commandant  of  prisons  be 
ordered  to  prepare  some  positive  and  precise  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  respective  prison  commanders.  This  would 
enable  your  prison  inspector  to  detect  with  more  certainty  any  viola- 
tion of  existing  orders  without  fear  of  coming  into  conflict  with  the 
direct  superior  officer  of  the  prison.  As  it  is  now,  the  duties  of  the 
commander  of  the  prisons  seem  not  to  be  properly  defined,  and  inas- 
much as  your  inspector  is  not  permitted  to  order  reformations,  which 
are  sometimes  of  immediate  necessity,  some  conflict  with  the  prison 
commander's  arrangements  will  be  unavoidable,  as,  for  instance,  in 
case  of  an  attack  on  Gratiot  Street  Prison. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUST.  HEIMRICHS, 
Major  and  Prison  Inspector. 

[IndorsemeDt.] 

ETeadquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  Provost-Marshal-General, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  13, 1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

The  cause  of  three  days'  delay  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  only 
handed  to  me  to  day.  I  fully  concur  with  Major  Heinrichs  that  the 
prisons,  especially  Gratiot  Street,  are  too  small  and  require  repairs, 
but  I  doubt  whether  the  repairs  needed  to  make  Gratiot  Street  Prison 
what  it  should  be  would  not  require  such  an  expenditure  as  to  render 
it  a  matter  of  more  economy  to  the  Government  at  once  to  build  a  bar- 
racks prison  either  at  Jefferson  Barracks  or  Quarantine  Island.  A 
change  in  the  command  of  Myrtle  Street  Prison  has  taken  place,  and  I 
hope  for  an  improvement  in  its  management  in  consequence  thereof.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  adopt  tlie  suggestion  of  Major  Heinrichs  with 
regard  to  changing  the  rules  for  the  government  of  the  commandants 
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at  tbe  prisons.  To  give  him  the  fiuthority  he  desires  would  be  practi- 
cally to  make  two  commandiints  of  each  prison,  and  conflict  and  troub.  > 
would  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 

J.  P.  SANDERSON, 
Provost-Marshal- General  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 
Near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  July  10, 1864. 
Capt.  A.  N.  Mead,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Sir:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  inspec- 
tion of  prison  this  morning: 

The  policing  during  the  week  has  been  thoroughly  done.  The 
grounds  are  in  very  good  order.  Barracks  are  not  as  clean  as  usual  on 
account  of  the  mud,  a  heavy  shower  having  just  fallen.  The  hospital 
is  clean  and  airy  and  is  pretty  well  filled  with  patients.  Out  of  a  total 
of  2,318  prisoners  last  Sunday  47  were  sick.  To-day  the  total  number  is 
2,360,  with  a  sick  list  of  58,  showing  an  increase  of  11  from  an  increase 
of  42  prisoners  during  the  week.    No  deaths  during  the  past  week. 

E.  A.  SCOVILL, 
Major  128th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Superintendent  of  Prison. 


Office  Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners, 

EocK  Island  Barracks, 

Rode  Island,  III.,  July  10,  1864. 
Col.  A,  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  police  condition  of  prison 
and  hospitals  as  follows: 

The  streets  of  prison  inclosure  are  kept  clean  and  in  good  condition. 
The  external  as  well  as  the  internal  appearance  of  the  prison  and  hospi- 
tal buildings  is  much  improved  by  the  whitewashing  recently  received. 
The  kitchens  in  both  departments  are  in  good  condition.  The  general 
appearance  of  the  prisoners  is  clean  and  tidy  and  they  ai'e  usually  com- 
fortably clad.  The  bedding  of  the  prisoners  being  well  aired  each  day, 
the  sanitary  condition  of  both  prison  and  hospital  departments  is 
excellent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 


servant. 


A.  P.  CAR  AH  Ell, 

Lie%(t.  Col.  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners. 


[iDdorsemeut.] 

Headquarters  Eock  Island  Barracks, 

Rock  Island,  III.,  July  14,  1864. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners,  with  the  remark  that  the  bountiful  showers  of  rain 
which  we  have  had  during  the  week  have  cleansed  and  renovated  the 
prison  yard,  and  its  sanitary  condition  is  excellent. 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Post. 
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LoAVER  Cell,  Libby  Piiison,  Richmond,  Va.,  July  10,  1864. 
Mrs.  Jennie  Schoenle, 

No.  48  Mansfield  Street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 
My  Dear  Jennie  :  It  has  been  many  months  since  I  have  received 
any  letter  from  the  North.  I  have  written  a  great  many,  but  doabt 
whether  they  have  reached  their  destination,  as  all  communication  by 
flag-of-truce  boat  has  been  stopped.  I  hope  communication  will  be  soon 
reopened,  so  that  I  may  hear  from  the  dear  ones  at  home  and  learn 
what  has  been  done  to  effect  my  release.  My  situation  could  not  be 
worse  than  it  now  is.  I  have  become  so  weak  and  broken  down  from 
close  confinement  and  want  of  food  that  I  can  hardly  walk.  I  have 
now  been  in  this  cell  two  months  and  five  days.  Our  rations  daily  con- 
sist of  half  a  pound  of  corn  bread,  half  a  pound  of  boiled  beans,  and 
about  two  or  three  ounces  of  bacon.  This  is  what  the  commissary  says 
onr  rations  weigh,  but  judging  from  the  quantity  we  actually  receive 
I  doubt  whether  it  weighs  that  much.  You  can  judge  how  much  we 
get  when  I  assure  you  that  we  eat  every  morsel  as  soon  as  we  receive 
our  rations  and  go  hungry  the  balance  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  I 
cannot  say  how  long  we  shall  be  able  to  live  on  such  rations,  but  I 
am  confident  that  we  cannot  stand  it  much  longer.  I  am  becoming 
both  blind  and  deaf;  my  eyes  are  very  much  inflamed  and  cause  me 
considerable  pain;  my  sense  of  hearing  is  getting  worse  every  day. 
Write  to  Fred. ;  tell  him  my  condition  and  ask  him  whether  he  cannot 
effect  my  release.  Write  to  me  when  you  receive  this.  My  love  to 
mother,  Fannie,  and  the  boys,  Ichdule,  Mr.  W.,  and  all  our  friends. 
Let  me  know  whether  Koenigsberger  has  sent  my  trunk,  &c.,  home. 
Give  me  all  the  news  you  have  in  regard  to  Colonel  Moor,  the  regiment. 
Good-by. 

Your  brother,  L.  MAEKBRBIT. 

[First  iDdorsemeDt.] 

War  Department,  October  10, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  with 
directions  to  subject  the  oflScer  held  as  hostage  for  the  within-named 
prisoner  to  the  same  treatment. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Yfar. 

[Second  iodorsomeut.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I>.  C,  October  15, 1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  commanding  Fort 
Delaware,  and  attention  respectfully  invited  to  the  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Golotiel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


CONFEDEUA'I'E   STATES   OF   AMERICA,  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  10, 1864. 
General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  9th 
instant,*  inclosing  one  received  from  General  U.  S,  Grant,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Federal  Army. 

*  Not  found. 
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Your  suggestions  shall  be  carefully  pursued,  and  may,  I  hope,  have 
the  results  anticipated. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  Commissatjy-Genekal  op  Prisoners, 

Washinyton,  1).  C,  July  11,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  Kastman, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Elmira,  N.  Y.: 
Colonel  :  By  direction  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  you 
will  please  inform  all  prisoners  of  war  under  your  charge  that  for  the 
present  no  more  discharges  will  be  granted,  but  those  who  do  not  wish 
to  be  sent  South  for  exchange  may  make  application  to  j'ou  to  this 
effect,  and  you  will  jjlease  forward  to  this  ofiBce  semi-monthly  or  oftener 
rolls  of  all  such  applicants,  giving  the  rank,  regiment,  and  company, 
when  and  where  captured,  and  in  the  column  of  remarks  such  other 
particulars  as  on  examination  you  may  think  necessary  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  case.  Cases  which  you  may  deem  of  an  extraor- 
dinary character  may  be  presented  separately.  No  prisoner  of  war 
will  be  sent  for  exchange  who  has  or  is  about  to  make  application  to 
be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  until  his  case  has  been 
submitted  to  this  office  for  final  decision ;  nor  will  any  prisoner  of  war 
be  sent  for  exchange  in  opposition  to  his  will  until  his  case  has  been 
decided  by  the  proper  authority.  Inclosed  please  find  General  Orders, 
No.  286,  for  1863,  in  relation  to  the  discharging  of  prisoners  of  war. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  HARTZ, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  July  ii,  1864. 
Col.  .1.  Taylor  Wood  and  General  G.  W.  C.  Lee  : 
(Care  of  General  Whiting,  Wilmington,  N.  C.) 
Dispatch  from  Washington,  7th,  published  in  New  York  Herald  of 
8th,  says: 

Most  of  the  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout  have  beeu  sent  to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and 
remain<ler  are  being  transferred  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


Near  Atlanta,  July  ii,  1864. 
General  Braxton  Bjiagg,  Richmo7id  : 

I  strongly  recommend  the  distribution  of  the  U.  S.  prisoners  now  at 
Andersonville  immediately.* 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  July  la,  1864. 
The  Officer  Comdg.  U.  S.  Forces  at  Deep  Bottom,  Va.: 

Sir:  a  communication  from  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S,  Grant,  of  the  date  of 
July  8, 1864,  to  General  R.  E.  Lee,  requesting  that  Col.  James  F.  Jaquess 

*  For  reply  see  Davis  to  Johnston,  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  V,  p.  877. 
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and  J.  E.  Gilmore,  esq.,  be  allowed  to  meet  the  undersigned  at  such 
place  between  the  lines  of  the  two  armies  as  may  be  designated,  having 
been  referred  to  the  War  Department,  I  am  directed  to  request  you  to 
notify  Lieutenant-General  Grant  that  I  will  be  in  attendance  at  some 
convenient  point  between  Deep  Bottom  and  Ghaffin's  Bluff  (say  at  Mrs. 
Grover's)  on  Thursday,  the  14th  instant,  at  1  p.  m.,  to  receive  any  com- 
munication which  the  above-named  parties  have  to  make.* 
KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  July  13, 1804. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  Staten: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  sworn  testimony  of 
Samuel  Johnson  as  to  the  occurrences  at  Plymouth  after  its  capture. 

The  man  is  intelligent;  was  examined  by  me  and  duly  cautioned  as 
to  the  necessity  of  telling  the  exact  truth,  and  this  is  his  reiterated 
statement,  in  which  I  have  confidence  as  to  its  main  features  and 
substantial  accuracy. 

It  seems  very  clear  to  me  that  something  should  be  done  in  retalia- 
tion for  this  outrage.  Many  prisoners  have  been  taken  from  the  Eighth 
North  Carolina  Kegimeut.    The  Sixth  is  still  at  Plymouth. 

Were  I  commanding  independently  in  the  field  I  should  take  this 
matter  into  my  own  hands,  but  now  deem  it  my  duty  to  submit  it  to  the 
better  and  cooler  judgment  of  the  lientena'nt  general  commanding. 
For  myself,  at  the  present  moment  1  am  far  too  much  moved  by  the 
detail  of  these  occurrences  to  act  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  P.  BUTLEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 

[Inclosure,] 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  July  11,  1864. 
Samuel  Johnson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 

I  am  orderly  sergeant  of  Company  D,  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry.  In  .about 
April  last  1  went  to  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  in  company  with  Sergeant  French,  a  white 
man,  who  acted  as  recruiting  officer,  to  take  charge  of  some  recruits,  and  wiis  there 
at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Plymouth  by  the  rebel  forces. 

When  I  found  that  the  city  was  being  surrendered  I  pulled  off  my  uniform  and 
found  a  suit  of  citizen's  clothes,  which  1  put  on,  and  when  captured  I'was  supposed 
an<l  believed  by  the  rebels  to  be  ii  citizen.  After  being  captured  I  was'  kept  at 
Plymouth  for  some  two  weeks  and  was  employed  in  endeavoring  to  raise  the  sunken 
vessels  of  the  Union  feet. 

From  Plymouth  I  was  taken  to  Weldon  and  from  thence  to  Raleigh,  N.  C,  where 
I  was  detained  about  a  mouth,  and  then  was  forwarded  to  Richmond,  where  I 
remained  until  about  the  time  of  the  battles  near  Richmond,  when  I  went  with 
Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  the  Sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  as  his  servant,  to  Han- 
over Junction.  I  did  not  remain  there  over  four  or  five  days  before  I  made  my 
escape  into  the  lines  of  the  Union  army  and  was  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  then 
duly  forwarded  to  my  rejfiment  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

Upon  the  capture  of  Plymouth  by  the  rebel  forces  all  the  negroes  found  in  blue 
uniform,  or  with  any  outward  marks  of  a  Union  soldier  upon  him,  was  killed.     Isaw 

*  For  further  correspondence  on  this  subject  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XL,  Part  III,  pp. 
201,  202. 
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some  taken  into  tbe  woods  and  hung.  Others  I  saw  stripped  of  all  tbeir  clothing 
and  then  stood  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  with  their  faces  riverward  aud  there  they 
were  shot.  Still  others  were  killed  by  having  their  brains  beaten  out  by  the  bTitt 
end  of  the  niuskets  in  the  bauds  of  the  rebels.  All  were  not  killed  the  day  of  the 
capture.  Those  that  were  not  were  placed  in  a  room  with  their  officers,  they  (the 
officers)  having  previously  been  dragged  through  the  town  with  ropes  around  tbeir 
necks,  where  they  were  kept  confined  until  the  following  morning,  when  the 
remainder  of  the  black  soldiers  were  killed. 

The  regiments  most  conspicuous  in  these  murderous  transactions  weie  the  Eighth 
North  Carolina  and,  I  think,  the  Sixth  North  Carolina. 

SAMUEL  (his  x  mark)  JOHNSON. 

Witnessed  by  John  I.  Davenport,  lieutenant  and  acting  aide-de-camp. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  ine  this  11th  day  of  July,  1804. 

JOHN  CASSELS, 
Captain  and  Provost- Marshal. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  Jvly  12,  18(14. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf: 

General  :  Tour  communication  of  the  2d  ultimo,  addressed  to  the 
Adjutant-General,  asking  that  certain  Confederate  prisoners  might  be 
sent  to  Colonel  Killborn,  at  New  Orleans,  for  exchange,  having  been 
referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  that  oflScer  reports 
that  the  officers  embraced  in  the  lists  transmitted  by  you,  with  the 
exception  of  one  who  died  at  Johnson's  Island,  made  their  escape  from 
the  steam-boat  while  on  their  way  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Fort  JJela- 
ware,  and  that  the  enlisted  men  were  delivered  to  the  rebel  agent  of 
exchange  at  City  Point  on  the  6th  day  of  July.  1863. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Provost-Marshal's  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  July  12,  1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir:  There  is  now  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
Capt.  Clarence  Morfit,  assistant  quartermaster,  quartermaster  of  prisons 
iu  this  city.  This  sum  consists  principally  of  U.  S,  currency,  and  is 
between  $35,000  and  $40,000  in  amount.  Many  of  the  prisoners  to 
whom  it  belonged  are  dead.  The  greater  portion  belongs  to  prisoners 
who  have  been  removed  to  the  prisons  at  Macon  and  Audersonville, 
Ga.  It  has  been  the  habit  of  the  quartermaster  to  retain  the  money  of 
each  prisoner  iu  a  separate  parcel.  I  respectfully  request  that  spe- 
cific directions  be  given  the  quartermaster  for  the  disposition  of  these 
funds. .  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  make  the  following  suggestions : 
The  end  to  be  obtained  is  to  so  dispose  of  the  funds  that  the  rightful 
claimants  may  in  the  future  be  enabled  to  assert  their  claims  and  have 
preserved  the  evidence  to  sustain  them.  Another  object  should  be  to 
permit  such  of  the  owners  as  are  still  confined  the  proper  use  of  these 
funds.  I  suggest  that  these  ends  may  be  attained  by  directing  the 
quartermaster  to  turn  over  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Confederate  States 
the  funds  of  all  prisoners  not  now  confined  in  Eichmond  at  such  rateot 
exchange  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  established.  A  complete  list  of 
these  amounts  should  be  returned  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Ofiice,  and  also  forwarded  to  the  prisons  in  the  Southern  States.  The 
quartermaster  of  prisons  to  which  the  prisoners  have  been  removed 
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might  be  instructed  to  credit  each  prisoner  by  the  amount  placed  to  his 
credit  on  the  list.  The  quartermaster  of  prisons  in  this  city  might  be 
further  instructed  to  make  a  similar  disposition  of  the  funds  of  all 
prisoners  who  may  hereafter  be  removed,  whether  by  transfer,  death, 
or  escape.  If  the  quartermasters  making  the  payment  on  account  of 
sums  stated  on  said  lists  be  required  to  return  periodical  statements  of 
such  payments,  the  accounts  would  always  show  the  balance  due  each 
prisoner.  1  further  suggest  that  the  rate  of  exchange  of  this  money 
for  currency  might  be  established  from  time  to  time  by  the  Quarter- 
master-General. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IS.  H.  OARRINGTON, 

Provost- Marshal. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquaetees  Post,  Richmond,  July  13, 1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

W.  M.  GARDNER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquaetees  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  12, 1864. 

Resijectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

For  Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell,  commanding : 

L.  R.  PAGE, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Adjtttant  and  Inspbctoe  Geneeal's  Office, 

July  16,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Fourth  indorsement.] 


July  18, 18(i4. 


Ad-jutant-General  : 

Let  the  amount  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Quartermaster-General 
with  a  full  report  of  the  facts  concerning  the  deposits  and  the  condition 
of  the  prisoners. 
Bv  order: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  13, 1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Bel.: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  reporting  the  repeated 
efforts  of  prisoners  to  escape,  is  received.  The  simple  attempt  to 
escape  by  a  prisoner  is  not  an  offense  for  which  he  should  be  punished, 
but  he  may  with  great  propriety  be  placed  in  more  strict  confinement, 
where  he  will  have  no  opportunity  to  make  the  attempt.    If,  as  in  this 
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case,  tlie  means  by  whicli  the  escape  is  undertaken  are  in  themselves 
crimes,  sucli  as  forgeries,  bribing,  wearing  the  Federal  uniform,  &c., 
then  the  confinement  may  be  so  rigorous  as  to  be  a  ijunishment.  For 
violation  of  prison  discipline  prisoners  subject  themselves  to  such  pun- 
ishment as  you  may  [think]  necessary  and  proper. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAT^, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commusary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Gommissaby-Genekal  of  Peisonebs, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  13,  1864, 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Barnes, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Mary^s,  Point  Lookout,  Md. : 

General:  I  believe  in  my  interview  with  you  last  evening  I  omitted 
nothing  that  it  was  necessary  to  call  your  attention  to  in  reference  to 
the  defense  of  the  prisoners'  depot  at  Point  Lookout  against  any  attack 
from  without,  or  any  attempt  of  the  prisoners  themselves  to  overcome 
the  guard;  but  as  the  matter  is  one  of  much  consequence  at  this  time, 
I  think  it  well  to  go  over  tlie  principal  points  in  writing.  The  matter 
of  first  consideration  is  to  have  your  command  in  as  perfect  a  state  of 
discipline  as  possible  and  always  prepared  for  any  emergency.  How 
to  accomplish  this  your  long  experience  and  sound  judgment  will  suiM- 
ciently  indicate  to  you.  The  conspicuous  points  for  the  defense  of  the 
depot,  or  to  resist  a  rising  of  the  prisoners,  are  the  narrow  necks  of 
land  which  connect  the  point  with  the  mainland,  and  by  defending 
these  as  you  propose — by  stockade  or  filled  works  in  two  lines,  armed 
with  artillery,  one  line  to  meet  an  attack  ftom  without,  the  other  from 
within — yon  place  yourself  in  a  position  from  which  only  a  very  large 
force  can  dislodge  you.  In  addition  to  these  works  you  have  the  aid 
of  gun-boats  lying  off  the  two  shores  near  the  works,  which  will  be 
able  effectually  to  prevent  the  approach  of  an  enemy  without  great 
sacrifice  before  they  come  in  contact  with  your  own  forces.  The  sys- 
tem of  outposts  and  vedettes  which  you  have  established,  if  they  are 
vigilant,  will  give  you  timely  notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  and 
where  thus  warned,  and  your  command  well  instructed  as  to  what  is 
required  of  it  on  such  occasions,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  signal 
defeat. 

I  would  suggest  that,  if  possible,  the  camp  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts 
Colored  Regiment  be  brought  within  the  stockade  on  the  Chesapeake 
side,  or  at  least  so  near  it  that  in  case  of  an  attack  it  will  not  have  to 
fall  back  before  it  can  offer  any  resistance.  It  is  now  too  isolated  from 
the  other  troops.  I  look  upon  tlie  detail  of  a  field  officer  for  the  duty 
of  field  officer  of  the  day  as  a  matter  of  much  importance,  and  there- 
fore again  mention  it. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  add  that  I  feel  that  I  may  assure  the  War 
Department  that  the  command  of  Point  Lookout  is  in  safe  hands,  and 
that  all  ])roper  measures  will  be  taken  for  the  safety  of  the  post  and 
the  security  of  the  prisoners. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary.  General  of  Prisoners. 
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Charleston,  July  13, 1864. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis  : 

There  is  a  probability  that  I  can  excliange  the  prisoners  of  war  now 
here  for  an  equal  number  of  ours  of  like  grade  in  General  Foster's  cus- 
tody.   Am  I  authorized  to  make  the  exchange  if  I  can  ? 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-  General. 


Macon,  July  13, 1864. 
General  S.  Coopek  : 

Please  get  authority  for  me  to  impress  labor  and  teams  to  establish 
the  prison  at  Silver  liun,  Ala.  The  people  prefer  impressment.  Please 
answer  at  once. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER. 


Macon,  July  13, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

I  am  absolutely  compelled  to  detain  Campbell's  company.  Eighteenth 
Virginia  Regiment,  and  Fifteenth  North  Carolina  Troops,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Hargrove  lilues,  Twelfth  Virginia  Regiment.  These  troops 
were  guards  to  prisoners. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER. 

[Indorsement.] 

Detain  the  troops  only  so  long  as  their  presence  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary.   They  are  needed  in  the  field. 

S.  COOPER. 


Macon,  July  13, 1864. 
General  S.  Coopek  : 

It  is  important  to  move  the  ofiflcers  from  Macon.  Charleston  is  the 
only  place  where  accommodations  can  be  had.  Shall  I  send  them 
there  ?    Please  answer  in  full. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  }        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  164.  I  Richmond,  July  13,  1864. 

XV.  Col.  G.  C.  Gibbs,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  post  and  Federal  prison  at  Macon,  Ga. 

*  *  *  *  •  *  » 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 


SAML.  W.  MELTON 


A ssistant  Adjutant- General. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  13, 1864. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

General:    I   submit   to   you   herewith,   in    accordance   witli   the 
exjjressed  desire  of  the  President,  the  evidences*  of  two  cases  of  brutal 


"  See  Paxtoii  to  Seddou,  July  1,  in  case  of  White,  p.  430.     Papers  in  the  other  case 
not  idiiml;  but  see  meutiou  of  CicigU  iu  Lee  to  SedJon,  July  18,  p.  473. 
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murder  committed  by  the  enemy,  acting  apparently  under  due  mili- 
tary authority,  during  the  recent  expedition  of  General  Hunter  into 
the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and  your  opinion  is  solicited  as  to  whether  any 
or  what  measure  of  punishment  or  retaliation  should  be  adopted. 
Both  are  cases  of  barbarous  violation  of  the  usages  of  civilized  war, 
and  one  in  particular  (that  of  Captain  White)  seems  imperatively  to 
demand  from  our  military  authorities  some  vindication.  You  will  per- 
ceive from  the  indorsements  on  the  papers  that  these  papers  have  been 
the  subject  of  conference,  at  the  desire  of  the  President,  between  Gen- 
eral Bragg  and  myself.  My  own  opinion,  as  you  are  probably  aware, 
dictated  not,  I  think,  by  any  spirit  of  mere  vindictiveness,  but  adopted 
on  deliberate  reflection,  as  in  ray  judgment  the  best  if  not  the  only 
mode  of  compelling  our  malignant  foes  to  an  observance  of  the  laws  of 
war,  has  caused  me  to  recommend  invariably  in  such  cases  stern  and 
immediate  retaliation.  The  justice  of  the  opinion  has,  I  think,  been 
confirmed  by  experience,  whenever  any  offtcer,  roused  by  outrage  to 
assume  the  responsibility,  has  within  his  command  sternly  retaliated. 
General  Bragg  informs  me  that  such  was  also  his  experience  while  in 
command  in  the  West.  With  these  views,  my  judgment  would  be  in 
the  present  cases  to  have  two  prisoners  from  the  same  command,  of 
appropriate  rank,  executed  upon  the  very  spots  where  the  murders 
were  committed.  I  trust  to  be  excused  from  any  expression  of  this 
opinion,  which  I  felt  to  be  the  more  due  because  my  indorsements  on 
the  papers  referred  to,  proceeding  on  the  assumption  that  my  opinions 
were  known  to  the  President,  have  not  taken  the  responsibility  of  a 
positive  recommendation.  The  subject,  however,  with  this  explana- 
tion, is  submitted  for  your  consideration  and  counsel. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Camp  Vance,  Burke  County,  N.  C,  July  13, 1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  ask  for  information  in  regard  to  the  follow- 
ing points: 

On  the  28th  ultimo  this  post  was  captured  by  the  Third  Eegiment 
North  Carolina  Mounted  Infantry  (Federal),  G.  W.  Kirk,  colonel  com- 
manding, the  garrison  made  prisoners  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  sick 
and  medical  ofScers,  carried  ofl:'  into  Tennessee.  The  medical  officers, 
Asst.  Surg.  John  C.  Whiting,  Actg,  Asst.  Surg.  K.  H.  Baker,  and 
myself  were  paroled.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Federals  to  parole 
the  sick  also,  but  they  left  in  such  haste  as  to  neglect  to  do  so,  and  thus 
some  seventy  of  the  men  were  set  at  liberty.  Colonel  Kirk  claimed  to 
be  a  regular  U.  S.  officer,  carried  a  U.  S.  flag,  and  his  men  were  all 
in  Federal  uniforms.  I  beg  to  know  whether  our  paroles  are  to  be 
respected,  and  to  receive  authoritative  instructions  from  the  War  Office. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  MERRILL, 

Surgeon  in  Charge. 

[First  indoTscmeut.] 

July  20, 18G4. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maijor  Ould. 
By  order: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION    AND   CONFEDERATE.        465 

[SecoQd  indorsement.] 

Office  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Richmond,  July  23, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Hou.  J.  A.  Campbell,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
War. 

The  parole  administered  to  these  parties  is  invalid.  They  are  never 
recognized  by  the  enemy.  Besides,  all  medical  ofQcers  when  captured 
are,  by  agreement,  to  be  unconditionally  released. 

W.  H.  HATCH, 
Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange. 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  14, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-General  Prisoners  of  War,  Washington,  D,  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  11th  of  this  month, 
complying  with  instructions  received  from  you,  I  inspected  the  camp 
for  prisoners  of  war  recently  established  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.  The  camp 
is  at  present  in  good  condition.  Your  attention  is  respectfully  called 
to  the  sinks.  Some  being  placed  upon  a  slough,  at  present  stagnant, 
others  over  vaults,  they  may  soon  become  offensive  and  a  source  of 
disease.  The  remedy  suggested  is  either  to  bring  water  from  the  city 
of  Elmira  and  construct  new  sinks  with  suitable  drainage,  or  to  cause 
the  river  near  which  the  camp  is  situated  to  communicate  with  the 
slough,  thereby  producing  a  running  stream  through  the  camp.  Upon 
the  cost  of  the  first  method  and  the  practicability  of  the  second  the 
commanding  oflBcer  was  requested  to  inform  you  without  delay,  sending 
at  the  same  time  a  plan  of  the  camp  that  all  might  be  readily  under- 
stood. The  barracks  for  the  prisoners  will  accommodate  5,000,  and 
there  is  room  sufiBcient  in  the  inclosure  to  pitch  tents  for  from  3,000  to 
5,000  more.  The  barracks  are  of  three  sizes — first,  twenty,  18  feet  by 
88  feet,  8  feet  high,  intended  for  100  of  our  men;  second,  eight  kitchens, 
18  feet  square,  accommodating  each  28  prisoners;  third,  ten,  20  feet  by 
80  feet,  12  feet  high,  intended  for  150  of  our  men,  now  never  used.  At 
present  the  guard-house  in  the  camp  is  occupied  by  prisoners  other 
than  prisoners  of  war,  there  being  no  secure  place  for  them  elsewhere. 
At  present  there  is  no  proper  hospital  organization.  The  surgeon  in 
charge  of  the  hospitals  for  the  troops  at  Elmira  visits  daily  the  prison- 
ers' camp.  He  had  as  an  assistant  to  look  especially  after  the  prisoners 
a  young  man,  lately  a  medical  cadet,  recently  contracted  with,  and  not 
a  suitable  person  to  organize  or  control  a  hospital  such  as  will  be 
needed.  I  found  the  sick,  fortunately  but  few,  in  no  way  suitably 
provided  for  except  as  for  shelter;  diet  not  suitable;  some  without 
bedsacks;  blankets  scarce.  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  immediate 
necessity  of  a  competent  surgeon  to  take  charge.  After  consulting 
with  the  commanding  officer,  a  site  was  chosen  for  a  hospital  and  direc- 
tions given  that  a  laundry  and  three  pavilion  wards  should  be  immedi- 
ately built,  one  to  be  so  divided  as  to  make  suitable  apartments  for 
administrative  duties.  A  building  I'ormerly  used  as  a  carpenter  shop 
is  so  situated  as  to  be  serviceable  as  kitchen  and  mess-room,  and  is  to 
be  altered  to  suit  as  such.  The  cost  per  ward  will  be  about  $500.  I 
also  stated  to  the  commanding  officer  the  necessity  of  having  a  requi- 
sition at  once  made  for  supplies  for  hospital  of  300  beds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Inspector. 
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Report  of  a  medical  inspection  of  the  camp  and  field  hospital  of  the  Elmira 
Gamp  for  prisoners  of  war,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Eastman, 
U.  8.  Army,  made  on  the  11th  day  of  July,  1S64,  by  Surg.  C.  T.  Alex- 
ander, acting  medical  inspector  of  prisoners  of  war. 

1.  Camp,  name  and  geograpliical  ])osition — Barracks  No.  3,  Elmira, 
N.  Y.  2.  Topograpliy  of  surrounding  country — billy.  3.  Topography 
of  locality,  soil,  drainage — Valley  of  Gliemung  lliver;  soil,  sandy, 
gravel;  drainage,  good.  4.  Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  effects — 
from  hills,  abundant,  good,  healthy.  5.  Fuel,  whence  obtained,  kind, 
supply — coal  and  wood,  abundant,  obtained  on  contract.  6.  Camp, 
how  arranged,  how  long  occupied — in  square,  occupied  for  prisoners 
since  July  0, 1804.  7.  OamiJ,  previous  use  of  ground — encampment  for 
recruits  for  three  years  past.  8.  Barracks,  construction,  size,  number 
of  men  to  each — see  letter  of  transmittal.  9.  Barracks,  heating,  cleans- 
ing, ventilation — stoves,  clean,  well  ventilated.  10.  Sinks  and  cess- 
iwols,  construction,  position,  management — some  built  over  slough, 
others  over  vaults,  clean;  see  letter.  11.  Eemoval  of  offal  and  rub- 
bish, police  of  camp — good.  12.  Eations,  quality,  quantity,  variety — 
good.  13.  Vegetables  and  pickles,  kinds,  amount,  how  obtained — 
potatoes,  conforming  to  orders;  extra  issues  on  surgeon's  requisition. 
14.  nations,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  messing — in  Parmer's  boilers, 
daily  inspected  by  officer  in  charge,  two  large  mess-rooms,  space  for 
200  feet  extension.  15.  Clothing,  condition,  deficiencies — fair,  deficient 
in  blouses,  pants,  blankets,  shirts,  bootees.  16.  Men,  morale,  sanitary 
condition,  personal  cleanliness — good,  for  prisoners. 

Hospital — no  hospital  establislied.  See  letter  of  transmittal.  Sick, 
ratio  of,  to  strength  of  command — not  ascertained.  Sick,  condition, 
cleanliness — bad.  Diseases  prevalent — diarrhea  principally.  Dis- 
eases of  local  origin — none. 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 

Surgeon,  U.  iS'.  Army,  Lieut.  Col.  and  Medical  Inspector,  U.  S.  Army. 


State  of  Indiana,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Indianapolis,  July  14,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary.General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  1).  G.: 
Sir  :  I  have  been  induced  to  write  you  in  behalf  of  a  large  body  of  rebel 
prisoners  in  Camp  Morton  whose  condition,  it  seems  to  me,  demands 
special  attention.  I  refer  to  350  or  400  Louisianans  who  were  among 
the  captured  at  Vicksburg.  I  have  been  informed,  and  believe  the  infor- 
mation to  be  true,  that  they  refused  to  be  paroled,  and  were  i)romised 
by  General  LogaTi,  I  think,  they  should  be  discharged  on  taking  the 
amnesty  oath,  which  they  desired  to  do  when  captured.  They  were 
from  New  Orleans  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  and  have  repeatedly 
applied  to  the  authorities  here  for  the  permission  asked.  It  is  said 
application  has  been  made  some  time  ago,  but  for  some  reason  no  action 
taken.  The  question  has  been  presented  so  urgently  that,  by  direction 
of  Governor  Morton,  I  address  you  to  ask  instructions  as  to  the  proper 
mode  of  application  for  their  release.  I  confess  that  we  ought  to  know 
how  to  proceed  in  the  affair  and  were  about  to  address  the  Secretary  of 
State,  but  in  order  to  give  it  the  right  direction  have  concluded  to  write 
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you.    If  you  will  give  the  question  your  early  attentiou  and  answer  this 
I  will  feel  obliged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LAZ.  NOBLE, 
Adjutant-  Genera  I. 


ElCIIMOND,  Va.,  July  li,  180J. 
General  Sam.  Jones,  Charleston,  IS.  C.  ; 

Make  the  exchange  if  practicable,  but  be  on  your  guard  as  to  frauds 
and  jmrpose  to  get  information  as  to  your  condition. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  15, 1804. 

Brig.  Gen,  James  Barnes, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Maryh,  Point  Lookout,  Md. : 
General:  By  authority  of  Secretary  of  War  I  request  you  will 
transfer  3,000  enlisted  prisoners  of  war  from  Point  Lookout  to  Eimira, 
N.  Y.,  as  soon  as  you  can  si)are  the  necessary  guards  from  your  com- 
mand. Please  observe  the  instructions  given  recently  on  a  similar 
occasion.  Direct  the  oflicer  in  charge  of  each  party  to  see  that  the 
cars  furnished  at  New  York  are  well  provided  with  lights  and  water. 
Brigadier-General  liucker,  chief  depot  quartermaster  in  this  city,  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transports  on  your  notifying  him  when  you 
require  them. 

I  am,  sreneral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoner s. 

p.  S.— Transports  to  carry  400  to  800,  with  a  guard  of  100  to  150 
men,  have  been  asked  for,  if  practicable. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  15,  1804. 

General  D.  H.  Maury,  Mobile,  Ala. : 

On  reference  of  your  telegram  of  June  29  to  the  agent  of  exchange, 
it  is  concluded  that  the  fifty  Yankee  prisoners  in  hospital  must  be  deliv- 
ered at  Vicksburg  or  retained.  Otherwise  they  will  not  be  counted  in 
exchange  but  regarded  as  released.  ^ 

Secretary  of  War. 


Atlanta,  July  15, 1801. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

No  more  prisoners  should  be  sent  this  side  of  South  Carolina  for  the 
present.  Have  ordered  the  new  depot  at  Caliaba  and  tlie  transfer 
immediately.  BltAXTON  BEAGG. 
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Office  Commissaky-Geneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  July  16,  1864. 
Surg.  0.  T.  Alexander, 

Acting  Medical  Inspector  Prisoners  of  War,  Washington,  B.  C. : 
Siii:  You  will  proceed  witliout  delay  to  make  an  inspection  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  military  prisous  in  the  West  and  the  general 
management  of  the  several  branches  of  the  service  as  connected  with 
prisoners  at  those  stations.  Examine  into  all  matters  mentioned  and 
provided  for  in  the  printed  circulars  from  this  office,  particularly  as  to 
the  disbursement  of  and  accountability  for  the  hospital  and  prison  fund, 
and  also  the  manner  of  accounting  for  money  deposited  by  individual 
prisoners.  You  will  visit  the  prisons  in  the  following  order:  Johnson's 
Island,  Camp  Douglas  (111.),  Kock  Island,  Saint  Louis,  Alton,  Camp 
Morton  (Ind.),  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  and  Camp  Chase  (Ohio).  Keport 
by  telegraph  your  arrival  at  and  departure  from  each  station,  and  from 
each  station  forward  a  report  of  your  inspections.  When  changes  are 
necessary  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  hospital  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  sick  you  will  order  them  made,  and  you  will  direct 
such  improvements  in  the  accommodations  for  the  sick  and  in  the  public 
arrangements  as  may  be  indispensably  necessary,  provided  they  can 
be  made  at  a  small  expense.  For  improvements  costing  more  than 
$100  the  matter,  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  should  be  submitted  to 
this  ofSce. 

It  is  not  expected  that  anything  more  will  be  done  to  provide  for  the 
welfare  of  rebel  prisoners  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  in  directing 
or  recommending  expenditures  for  their  benefit  you  will  have  this  con- 
stantly in  mind.  Structures  which  may  be  ordered  for  them  must  be 
of  a  temporary  and  cheap  character,  though  suitable  to  give  protection 
against  inclement  weather  and  to  serve  the  war.  Hospitals  will  not  be 
fitted  up  with  all  the  conveniences  which  are  provided  in  hospitals  for 
Federal  soldiers,  but  enough  will  be  allowed  to  insure  good  i)olice  and 
to  meet  all  necessary  wants  of  the  sick.  Having  performed  the  service 
above  ordered,  you  will  report  in  person  at  this  office. 

^'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Indianapolis,  Jvly  10,  1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman  : 

Have  4,965  prisoners.    Can  provide  for  500  more. 

A.  A.  STEVENS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Samuel  Johnson,  first  sergeant,  U.  S.  colored  cavalry,  makes  affidavit 
as  to  the  butchery  of  Union  colored  soldiers  at  Plymouth  N.  C* 

[Imlorsemont.] 

July  10, 1864. 
This  is  a  villainous  lie,  and  badly  told  at  that.    Samuel  Johnson  is  a 
bad  affidavit  man,  whatever  may  be  his  other  excellencies.    If  the  truth 
is  wanted,  let  inquiry  be  made  of  Colonel  Beach,  or  other  captured  offi- 
cers, always  excepting  the  chaplains. 

[ItO.  OULD.) 

*  See  July  11,  ]).  459. 
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Macon,  July  16, 1864. 
General  S.  Coopee  : 

Cahaba  not  at  all  suited  for  a  large  prison — ^timber  too  distant.  Cost 
will  be  enormous.  Still  worse,  the  time  to  build  will  be  entirely  too 
long  for  any  useful  purpose.  Union  Springs  only  thirty  miles  from  Sil- 
ver Eun  on  same  road. 

I  sent  an  officer  to  General  Johnston  to  explain  the  state  of  things 
here.  He  made  no  objections  to  Silver  Run,  but  directed  the  officer  to 
tell  me  to  separate  prisoners;  if  I  would  take  care  of  them  he  would 
take  care  of  the  raids.  Silver  Run  is  the  most  convenient  place  that  I 
can  hear  of;  the  next  place  is  Pulaski  County,  Ga.  I  have  received 
the  following  telegram:  "General  Withers,  commanding  reserves, 
says  he  cannot  furnish  guard."  Signed  by  Joel  Ruggs,  adjutant  and 
inspector  general,  Alabama.    Please  answer  me  at  once. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  West  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee, 

Abingdon,  July  17,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  BuRBRiDaE, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces  in  Kentucky  : 
General:  Information  has  reached  me  that  General  Hobsou  and 
staff,  who  were  captured  by  the  forces  under  my  command  at  Cynthiana, 
Ky.,  on  the  11th  ultimo,  have  been  returned  to  duty,  and  that  the  officers 
who  were  deputed  by  me  to  accompany  them  to  Cincinnati  under  flag 
of  truce  have  been  retained  as  prisoners  of  war.  I  am  very  loath  to 
believe  that  all  this  is  true,  the  more  so  since  it  was  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  General  Hobson  himself  that  he  was  permitted  to  return 
within  your  lines.  He  gave  his  parole  of  honor  that  if  he  was  not 
successful  in  his  eiforts  to  exchange  himself  and  staff  for  officers  of  my 
command  now  held  by  the  Federal  Government  that  he  would  return 
with  the  "flag"  within  my  lines  wherever  they  might  be  at  the  time 
this  result  was  determined.  It  has  been  some  five  weeks  since  the 
"flag"  referred  to  was  sent  out  and  yet  nothing  has  been  heard  from 
it.  1  cannot  think  there  has  been  so  flagrant  a  violation  of  faith  as  is 
herein  indicated,  and  to  promote  a  better  understanding  I  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  ask  what  has  been  the  action  of  your  Government  in 
the  premises. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JNO.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Prison, 

Johnson's  Island,  Ohio,  July  17, 1864. 
Capt.  Junius  R.  Sanford,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Captain  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  Sunday 
morning  inspection  in  prison:  The  barracks  and  grounds  near  them 
are  in  good  order.  The  ground  taken  in  by  the  moving  of  the  fence  is 
being  smoothed  down  and  policed.  The  sinks  on  woods  side  were  all 
moved  to  new  pits  along  new  line  of  fence.  The  old  pits  are  covered 
with  boards  and  earth  thrown  over  them.  Lime  cannot  be  had  in  suf- 
ficient quantities  for  purifying.  Copperas  has  been  used  with  good 
effect,  but  is  not  as  good  as  lime  for  the  purpose.    No  deaths  during 
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the  week.  Number  of  prisoners  last  Sunday,  2,360;  number  of  prison- 
ers to-day,  2,40C ;  increase,  40 ;  sick  last  Sunday,  49 ;  sick  today,  47 ; 
decrease,  2,  showing  au  increase  of  46  prisoners  and  a  decrease  of  2  sick, 

E.  A.  SCOVILL, 
Major  128th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Superintendent  of  Prison. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Forces  at  Johnson's  Island  and  Sandusky, 

Johnson's  Island,  Ohio,  Jtily  19, 1864. 

Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners. 

This  is  transmitted  under  the  belief  that  it  may  be  the  second  one  for- 
warded for  the  same  day.  Major  Scovill's  report  for  the  17th  was 
received  in  time,  and  if  not  indorsed  and  forwarded  that  day  (as  I 
believe  it  was)  it  must  have  blown  ofl'  from  my  desk  or  been  mislaid. 
Not  being  certain  of  sending  it,  I  asked  for  another  copy  and  now 
transmit  it. 

CIIAS.  W.  HILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


WeeJcly  report  of  the  condition  of  the  military  prisons.  Post  of  Saint  Louis. 

Saint  Louis,  July  17, 1864. 

Condition  of  Gratiot  Street  Prison. — Buildings — in  need  of  repairs, 
kept  very  clean.  Sinks  and  yards — in  good  condition  and  attentively 
kept  in  order.  Kitchens  and  mess-rooms — clean  and  in  good  order. 
Cleanliness  of  prisoners — very  satisfactory.  Quarters  and  bedding — 
satisfactory.  Hospital — very  satisfactory  as  far  as  cleanliness  and 
treatment  of  prisoners  is  concerned.  As  to  the  medical  department,  I 
can  of  course  have  no  opinion. 

Condition  of  Myrtle  Street  Prison. — Buildings — too  small  for  the  pur- 
pose. Cleanliness — improving  since  last  report.  Sinks  and  yards — 
in  au  improving  condition.  Kitchen  and  mess-rooms — satisfactory. 
Cleanliness  of  prisoners — soldiers  generally  clean,  not  so  with  the  citi- 
zens. Quarters  and  bedding — somewhat  in  disorder,  ought  to  be  more 
systematically  attended  to. 

I  also  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  communication  from  the 
commanding  oflicer  of  Myrtle  Street  Prison  in  relation  to  some  altera- 
tions and  repairs.*  The  propositions  of  Captain  Brooke  are  very  prac- 
tical, and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  these  alterations  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  result  of  my  inspection  of  this  week  is  that 
Gratiot  Street  Prison,  as  always,  is  well  governed,  and  that  Myrtle 
Street  Prison  is  much  improving  under  the  new  commander. 

I  have  the  honor,  colonel,  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUST.  HEINEICHS, 
Major  and  Inspector  of  Prisons. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Office  Pbovost-Marshal-Gbneral, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  19, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
I  fully  concur,  from  my  own  observations  and  inspections,  in  all  that 


*  Omitted. 
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is  stated  by  Major  Ueiiiiichs  as  to  the  condition  of  the  buildings,  sinks, 
yards,  kitchens,  and  mess-rooms,  and  cleanliness  of  prisoners.  So  in 
regard  to  bis  remarks  to  tlie  bedding;  attention  has  been  specially 
directed  to  the  matter  and  an  improvement  is  anticipated.  I  have 
directed  an  examination  of  the  proposed  alterations  and  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  them,  which  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received,  with  such 
remarks  as  may  suggest  themselves.  Myrtle  Street  Prison,  under  the 
directions  of  its  new  commander,  is  improving  in  every  respect. 

J.  P.  SANDEBSON, 

Provost- Marshal-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  July  17, 1864. 
Maj.  Geu.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Army,  Washitif/ton,  D.  C. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclo.se  herewith  copies  of  letters 
received  by  me  from  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones,  commanding  Confederate 
forces  in  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida;  also  copies  of  my  letters 
in  reply  to  the  same.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


.  July  17,  1864. 
Adjutant-General  : 

Instruct  General  Winder  to  exercise  his  best  judgment  to  procure 
safe  prisons  for  the  prisoners,  and  to  proceed  to  distribute  and  procure 
safe  guards  in  the  best  manner  and  with  the  least  delay  forthwith. 
He  must  act  on  his  own  responsibility,  as  there  is  no  time  for  consulta- 
tion, nor  knowledge  to  enable  us  to  instruct.! 

J.  A.  SEDDOX, 


Secretary  of  War. 


[Indorsement.] 

Telegram  sent  July  17, 18G4. 


On  Transport  B.  L.  Hodge,  July  IS,  1864. 

Col.  Charles  C.  Dwight, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange  on  hehalf  Major-General  Banks: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1  will  be  at  Ked 
River  Lauding,  "Mouth  Red  River,"  on  Friday,  22d  instant,  with  a  full 
equivalent  of  Federal  prisoners  for  the  Confederate  prisoners  that  you 
have  notified  me  you  are  prepared  to  exchange. 

Trusting  you  will  meet  me  with  the  prisoners  at  the  place  and  time 
designated, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

IG.  SZYMANSKI, 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  AcUj.  Agent  of  Exchange,  Trans-Mississippi  Dept. 

•  See  .Tones  to  Foster,  July  1.3   (tlireo  letters),  .ind  Foster  to  Jones,  July  16, 
Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  pp.  174,  175. 
tSec  Winder  to  Cooper,  July  16,  p.  469. 
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Office  Provost-Mabshal  of  Prisoners, 

Rock  Island  Barracks, 
Bod;  Island,  III,  July  18,  1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  police  condition  of  prison 
and  prison  hospital  for  the  week  ending  to  day  as  good.  The  streets  of 
prison  inclosure  are  clean  and  in  good  condition.  The  kitchens  in  both 
departments  are  in  excellent  order.  The  general  appearance  of  the 
prisoners  is  clean  and  tidy.  The  bedding  of  the  prisoners  being  well 
aired  each  day,  the  sanitary  condition  of  both  departments  is  good. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  CARAHEE, 
Lie%it.  Col.  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Rock  Island  Barracks, 

Rock  Island,  111.,  July  20,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army,  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners,  with  the  remark  that  after  a  careful 
inspection  I  fully  concur  with  the  within  report. 

A.  J.  JOHT^SON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Post. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  July  18,  1864. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  The  Department  understands  that  some  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  steamer  Pevensey,  which  was  run  ashore  and  destroyed  near 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  while  endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade,  have  been  sent 
to  Point  Lookout  for  imprisonment.  They  claim  to  be  British  subjects, 
and  if  they  are  really  such  their  transfer  to  Point  Lookout  was  made 
under  a  misconstruction  of  the  Department's  orders  respecting  the 
disposing  of  blockade-runners.  Bona  fide  neutral  subjects  captured  in 
neutral  vessels  violating  the  blockade  are  not  subject  to  treatment  as 
prisoners  of  war.  I  will  thank  you,  therefore,  to  give  directions  for  the 
immediate  release  of  those  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Pevensey  as 
well  as  of  any  other  neutral  blockade-running  vessels  that  have  been 
sent  to  Point  Lookout  for  imprisonment,  and  are  foreign  subjects. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Andersonville,  July  18, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

The  prison  at  Macon  is  not  secure  and  will  take  great  expense  and 
labor  to  make  it  so.  It  is  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  three  impor- 
tant railroad  depots  and  very  large  workshops,  which  escaped  prisoners 
might  and  probably  would  burn.  It  is  in  a  large  town,  which  renders 
an  inefficient  guard  more  inefficient.  It  is  in  an  unhealthy  locality,  to 
which  our  troops  ought  not  to  be  exposed. 
This  is  an  answer  to  your  telegram  of  the  15th  instant. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-General. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  18, 1864. 
General  J,  H.  Winder,  Andersonville . 

Confer  with  General  B.  Bragg,  now  at  Montgomery,  as  to  location 
of  prisons  and  disposition  of  prisoners,  and  conform  to  his  instructions. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  July  18,  1864. 
Ma,).  W.  L.  Bailey: 

I  iim  so  seriously  in  need  of  funds  that  I  do  not  know  what  I  shall 
do.  For  God's  sake  send  me  $100,000  for  prisoners  of  war  and  $75,000 
for  pay  of  offlcers  and  troops  stationed  here.  You  can  put  in  my  esti- 
mates, and  if  you  only  knew  what  trouble  I  was  in  here  for  the  want 
of  funds  I  know  you  would  do  your  very  best  to  send  me  at  once  above 
amounts.  I  have  only  had  $75,000  since  1st  of  April. 
Hoping  you  will  give  above  matters  your  immediate  attention, 
1  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Post  Quartermaster. 

TS.  B. — Did  you  receive  the  money  which  I  sent  you  by  express? 
Please  forward  Treasurer's  receipt  for  same  at  once. 

It.  B.  W. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  18,  1864. 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  13th  instant  and  the  acconipanying  papers  relative  to  the  murder 
by  the  enemy  of  Mr.  Creigh  and  Captain  White. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  expressed  to  the  Department  my  views 
as  to  the  system  of  retaliation,  and  revolting  as  are  the  circumstances 
attending  the  murder  of  the  citizens  above  mentioned,  I  can  see  nothing 
to  distinguish  them  from  other  outrages  of  a  like  character  that  have 
from  time  to  time  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  our  Government. 
As  I  have  said  before,  if  the  guilty  parties  could  be  taken,  either  the 
officer  who  commands  or  the  soldier  who  executes  such  atrocities,  I 
should  not  hesitate  to  advise  the  infliction  of  the  extreme  punishment 
they  deserve,  but  I  cannot  think  it  right  or  politic  to  make  the  inno- 
cent, after  they  have  surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war,  suffer  for  the 
guilty. 

I  think,  however,  that  something  should  be  done,  if  possible,  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  barbarities  of  the  enemy.  1  can  see  no  remedy  except^n 
refusing  to  make  prisoners  of  any  soldiers  belonging  to  commands  in 
which  these  outrages  are  perpetrated.  It  is  true  the  innocent  may 
sometimes  suffer  by  this  course,  but  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  make 
those  who  do  not  approve  the  savage  usages  of  their  comrades  exert 
all  their  influence  to  restrain  them.  The  papers  referred  to  are  here- 
with returned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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[iDdorseinent.] 

July  21, 1864. 
Returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  views  of  General  Lee  I  regard  as  just  and  appropriate.  If  the 
guilty  can  be  identified  a  retributive  punishment  should  be  inflicted. 
Against  troops  guilty  of  such  atrocities  it  would  be  proper,  I  believe, 
and  politic  to  use  the  harshest  measures,  refusing  to  take  prisoners  in 
any  case.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  orders  to  that  effect  would  be 
executed  by  such  men  as  are  most  apt  to  capture  the  enemy. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


Stephen  C.  Hill,  acting  ensign,  U.  S.  Navy,  wishes  to  be  paroled  and 
sent  through  the  Confederate  lines,  on  the  ground  that  he  is  wounded 
and  cannot  perform  military  service. 

July  18, 1864. 

Eeturned  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  This  request  had 
better  not  be  complied  with  at  this  time.  When  any  delivery  is  made 
froui  our  Southern  prisons  this  party  will  be  sent  off. 

[EO.  OULD.] 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Gamp  Chase,  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  July  19, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  J).  C, : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
instant  an  attempt  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners  in  Prison 
No.  3  to  escape  by  rushing  through  the  gate  at  the  time  a  cart  was 
passing  out.  From  the  report  of  the  provost-marshal,  Lieut.  A. 
Sankey,  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  it  appears  that  twenty- 
one  succeeded  in  getting  through  the  gate.  All  were  almost  immedi- 
ately recaptured.  Private  Ezekiel  A.  Cloyd,  Company  H,  Seventh 
Regiment  Tennessee  Cavalry,  one  of  the  prisoners,  attempting  to 
escape,  was  shot  through  the  right  arm.  The  wound  was  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  require  amputation  of  the  arm  above  the  elbow.  He  has 
received  proper  medical  attendance  and  is  doing  well. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

W.  P.  RICHARDSON, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Gamp  Chase,  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  July  19,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City,  D.  G.: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  7th  instant  Private 
Junius  Cloyd,  Seventh  Regiment  Tennessee  Cavalry,  prisoner  of  war 
at  this  post,  was  shot  and  wounded  in  the  left  leg  below  the  knee 
under  the  following  circumstances:  A  ditch  divides  Prison  No.  3,  and 
all  the  prisoners  were  placed  on  one  side  of  the  ditch  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  roll  and  counting  them.  Each  prisoner  was  required  to 
answer  his  name  and  pass  to  the  other  side  of  the  ditch  and  there 
remain  until  the  call  was  finished.    The  prisoner  had  been  called  and 
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passed,  but  refused  to  remain  in  his  proper  place.  Having  made 
several  attempts  to  cross  over  to  those  who  had  not  been  called,  and 
persisting  after  repeated  warnings,  he  was  fired  upon  and  wounded,  as 
before  stated.  The  injury  was  so  severe  as  to  require  amputation. 
He  is  doing  well. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

W.  P.  ItlOHAEDSON, 
Colonel  Twviity-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Camp  Chase,  near  Colnmbus,  Ohio,  July  19, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Privates  Joseph  W.  Eut- 
ter,  Company  E,  Twenty-third  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  Mahlon  Hurst, 
Company  C,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  prisoners  of  war  at  this  post, 
were  fired  upon  and  wounded  by  a  sentinel  on  the  parapet  of  Prison 
No.  3,  under  the  following  circumstances:  The  sentries  were  instructed 
to  prevent  prisoners  from  throwing  water  or  oft'al  of  any  kind  in  the 
ditch  on  that  side  of  the  prison,  a  proper  place  having  been  provided 
for  that  purpose.  The  prisoner  Butter  violated  this  rule  and  was 
warned  by  the  sentinel  not  to  repeat  it,  but  he  did  so  several  times  and 
used  much  abusive  language  toward  the  sentinel.  Finding  it  impos- 
sible to  cause  him  to  desist  in  any  other  way,  the  sentinel  fired  upon 
him,  the  ball  passing  through  his  right  arm  and  indicting  a  severe  fiesh 
wound.  Unfortunately,  the  same  ball  wounded  Mahlon  Hurst  in  the 
left  thigh  so  severely  as  to  cause  it  to  be  amputated.  Hurst  had  no 
connection  with  liutter  and  is  an  entirely  innocent  sufierer.  Both 
men  received  immediate  medical  attention  and  are  reported  by  the 
attending  surgeon  as  doing  well.  A  very  insubordinate  spirit  has 
prevailed  among  the  prisoners  for  four  or  five  weeks,  manifesting  itself 
in  combinations  to  resist  the  prison  rules  and  to  escape  from  prison. 
Better  order  and  a  disposition  to  obey  now  prevails.  In  this  case  I 
cannot  feel  that  the  sentinel  was  entirely  justified  in  firing,  especially 
as  it  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  an  innocent  man;  but  at  the  same 
time  the  provocation  was  so  great  that  I  have  inflicted  no  other  punish- 
ment except  a  reprimand. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  RICHARDSON, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  19, 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 
General:  The  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  you  to  exchange  any 
prisoners  of  war  now  in  your  hands,  rank  for  rank,  or  their  equivalents, 
as  fixed  by  the  cartel,  such  exchange  being  a  special  one. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  August  5, 1864. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded. 

This  was  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  before  it  was  sent. 
Copy  is  in  possession  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


M.  S.  Quay,  military  secretary  [to]  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  asks  if 
certain  Federal  prisoners  would  be  offered  for  exchange  if  it  were  known 
that  their  term  of  service  had  expired  when  captured,  as  intimated  by 
Confederate  oflBcers  having  them  in  charge. 

[Indorsement,] 

July  19,  1864. 

Eeturned  to  Ma.).  John  E.  Mulford. 

Confederate  oflBcers  in  charge  of  Federal  prisoners  had  no  authority 
for  making  the  declaration  referred  to.  I  know  of  no  order  or  rule 
which  has  been  adopted  which  places  troops  whose  term  has  expired 
in  any  different  position  from  others.  The  Confederate  authorities  con- 
tend that  all  prisoners  are  to  be  released,  the  excess  on  one  side  or  the 
other  to  be  on  parole,  and  that  exchanges  are  to  be  consummated  so 
far  as  equivalents  can  be  given.  I  hope  that  the  next  communication 
which  emanates  from  the  "  Executive  Chamber"  at  Harrisburg  will  not 
so  grossly  violate  the  courtesies  of  corresiioiidence  as  the  present. 

[RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange,] 


Camp  Stjmter,  Andersonville,  July  19, 1864. 

(Via  Macon,  22d.) 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Raid  at  Opelika,  ten  regiments  cavalry  and  some  artillery,  for  the 
present  puts  an  end  to  all  idea  of  a  prison  in  Alabama. 

J.  H.  WINDER, 


[First  indorsement.] 


Brigadier  General. 


July  22,  1864. 


Secretary  of  War  : 
For  remarks.    I  do  not  see  how  the  conclusion  is  reached. 

J.  D. 

[Second  iutlorsement.J 

July  26,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  President. 

I  suppose  General  Winder  considered  the  interruption  of  communi- 
cation would  preclude  for  some  time  the  removal  of  prisoners  to  Ala- 
bama. I  regret  to  learn  that  the  injuries  to  the  road  are  very  serious, 
and  cannot  be  repaired  for  at  least  a  month  or  six  weeks.  Still,  prepa- 
rations might  be  in  progress  in  Alabama. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 


correspondence,  etc. union  and  confederate.     477 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va,,  July  20, 1864. 
Maj.  John  E.  Mulford,  Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir  :  1  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  if  Oapt.  E.  G-.  De  Jarnette  Is  held 
in  any  other  condition  than  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  He  is  regularly  in 
the  Confederate  service,  and  was  on  duty  in  his  uniform  when  cap- 
tured. He  was  acting  in  obedience  to  orders  from  his  superior  officer. 
Such  being  the  case,  if  any  unusual  proceeding  is  instituted  against 
Captain  De  Jarnette,  or  if  he  is  treated  in  any  manner  other  than  as  a 
prisoner  of  war,  we  will  be  reluctantly  compelled  to  adopt  retaliatory 
measures. 

KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange, 


Charleston,  S.  C,  July  20, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head,  S.  G. : 
General:  There  are  points  connected  with  our  treatment  as  prison- 
ers of  war  in  Charleston,  with  exchanges,  with  furnishing  desirable 
supplies  to  our  prisoners  of  war  generally,  &c.,  that  it  appears  to  us 
can  be  beneficially  and  promptly  settled  could  we  communicate  fully 
and  directly  with  you  by  personal  interview,  or  with  some  officer  who 
should  represent  you.  Such  an  interview  will  not  be  objected  to  by  the 
Confederate  authorities,  provided  a  Confederate  general  officer,  also 
prisoner  of  war  (and  preferentially  either  General  Gardner  or  General 
Johnson),  should  be  present. 

If  you  think  proper  to  consent  to  meet  one  of  the  general  officers 
(United  States)  at  Port  Eoyal  Perry  in  this  manner,  please  signify  at 
what  time  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to  do  so.  Unless  otherwise  indi- 
cated, Brigadier-General  Seymour  will  be  the  U.  S.  officer  who  will 
make  these  communications  to  you. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H,  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General,  TJ.  8.  Army. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  July  20, 1864. 

Major-General  Foster,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. : 
General  :  After  a  full  consideration  as  to  the  circumstances  of  our 
peculiar  position,  it  has  been  thought  best  to  make  the  request  con- 
tained in  General  Wessells'  letter  to  you,*  believing  that  much  could 
be  said  to  you  that  would  tend  to  modify  the  estimation  in  which  that 
position  is  held  by  you,  and  generally  expedite  any  action  that  may 
seem  desirable  regarding  our  exchange.  But  should  such  an  interview 
as  is  requested  be  agreed  to  by  you  there  are  many  reasons  why  no 
publicity  whatever  should  be  given  to  the  matter  and,  beyond  all,  that 
no  notice  whatever  should  be  made  of  it  in  the  journals — in  fact  that  it 
should  be  as  informal  as  possible. 

Under  any  circumstances  please  gratify  us  by  securing  privacy  with 
respect  to  this  matter. 

Yours,  very  truly,  T.  SEYMOUE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

*Next,  ante. 
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CHAELESTON,  S.  O.,  July  20,  1864. 

Maj.  Geu.  Sam.  Jones, 

Gomdg.  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida: 

General  :  The  removal  of  our  prisouers  of  war  from  Eichmond  to 
Macon  and  Andersonville  and  the  nature  of  the  operations  on  the 
James  River  have  shut  off  from  these  prisoners  a  source  of  supply  from 
the  North  that  had  theretofore  gone  far  to  mitigate  the  many  incon- 
veniences, if  not  sufierings,  to  which  they  had  been  subjected.  That 
these  sutteriugs  exist  at  this  moment  in  an  aggravated  degree  at  both  the 
places  named  there  can  be  but  little  doubt. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  to  your  consideration  that  the  proximity 
of  these  places  to  Hilton  Head  and  the  abundance  of  supplies  there, 
especially  in  charge  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  will  permit  important 
relief  to  be  given,  particularly  to  the  sick.  I  therefore  request  your 
permission  for  the  Sanitary  Commission  to  send  whatever  may  be 
deemed  advisable  by  its  agents  (by  Savannah,  if  proper,  on  account  of 
more  convenient  transportation),  and  that  one  of  its  agents  or  an  oflB- 
cer  from  tliis  plfice  may  be  designated  and  ])ermitted  to  proceed  with 
these  supplies  to  superintend  their  distribution. 

Eespectfully,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulp, 

New  Orleans,  July  30, 1864. 
Col,  C.  W,  KiLLBOEN,  Commissary  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  all  paroles  granted 
to  prisoners  of  war  be  revoked,  and  that  the  persons  so  paroled  be 
taken  into  custody.  He  also  directs  that  at  this  time  especial  care 
should  be  taken  of  the  condition  and  safety  of  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  DEAKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lieut.  J.  D.  B.  Fout,  lieutenant,  Company  K,  Sixth  Virginia  Cavalry, 
states  that  a  member  of  his  company,  captured  and  confined  at  Point 
Lookout,  when  at  the  point  of  death,  was  induced  by  the  entreaties  of 
his  mother  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  return  home.  Having 
recovered  and  wishing  to  joiTi  his  command,  he  asks  if  he  can  be  freed 
from  the  obligation  imposed  by  such  an  oath. 

[Indorsoment.] 

July  20, 1864. 

Eeturned  to  Lieutenant  Fout. 

We  cannot  in  any  way  recognize  the  binding  force  of  such  an  oath. 
An  exchange  even  would  not  release  him,  if  there  is  any  validity  iii 
the  oath.  If  a  Confederate  soldier,  under  any  suttering  or  disease 
takes  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  enemy,  he  does  it  in  his  own  wrong' 
and  does  not  thereby  relieve  himself  from  his  paramount  duty  to  his 
own  Government.  His  first  and  last  and  exclusive  service  is  due  to 
the  Confederacy  and  cannot  be  thrown  off  by  any  terms  made  with 
the  enemy.    The  soldier  you  refer  to  must  go  to  duty,  otherwise  he  is 
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a  deserter  iu  the  eye  of  tbe  law.  If  he  is  in  a  scrape  he  has  gotten 
himself  into  it.  I  do  not  think,  however,  he  need  fear  any  serious  con- 
sequences.   Be  that  as  it  may,  however,  the  line  of  his  duty  is  clear. 

[EG.  OULD.j 


Special  Orbers,  ^  Hdqrs.  District  of  Indiana, 

>  Northern  Department, 

No.  87.  )  Indianapolw,  Ind.,  July  21, 1864. 

I.  Pursuant  to  order  of  the  War  Department  and  the  instructions  of 
Major-General  Heintzelman,  commanding  Northern  Department,  Major 
Chenoweth,  Capt.  0.  C.  Morgan,  Surgeon  Good,  and  Private  Voorhies, 
of  the  rebel  army,  under  an  officer  in  charge,  will  be  sent  to  Lexing- 
ton, Ky.,  there  to  be  reported  to  Major-General  Eurbridge,  to  be  sent 
through  the  Federal  lines. 

II.  Lieut.  Richard  W.  Hargrave,  Seventeenth  TJ.  S.  Infantry,  and 
acting  aide-de-camp  at  these  headquarters,  is  charged  with  the  execu- 
tion of  this  order. 

III.  Upon  reaching  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant  Hargrave  will  report 
with  his  charge  to  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W,  Barrere,  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
eighth  Itegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding,  and  receive 
from  him  Capt.  William  Blanchard,  of  General  Morgan's  staff,  and  his 
orderly.  Private  John  M.  Dougherty,  Company  F,  Second  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  now  at  McLean  Barracks,  in  Cincinnati.  He  will  then  pro- 
ceed without  delay  with  all  said  prisoners  to  Lexington,  Ky. 

IV.  The  officer  in  charge  will  not  allow  these  rebel  officers  and  pri- 
vates to  hold  any  communication  with  any  person  while  en  route  for 
Lexington.    This  restriction  to  be  rigidly  enforced. 

V.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation  for 
the  oflicer  in  charge,  with  one  orderly,  and  said  prisoners  to  Lexington, 
and  for  Lieutenant  Hargrave  and  said  orderly  to  return  to  Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

VI.  The  commanding  officer  at  Camp  Morton  will  detail  a  rehable 
orderly  to  accompany  Lieutenant  Hargrave  to  Lexington  and  return. 

*  •  *  *  #  *  * 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Carrington : 

OHAS.  T.  FLOWEES, 
Lieut,  and  Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Forces  Johnson's  Island  and  Sandusky, 

Johnsonh  Island,  Ohio,  July  21,  1864. 

Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  J'risoners : 

1  am  very  anxious  to  know,  in  conjunction  with  my  brother  surgeons, 
if  there  is  any  other  cause  for  the  detention  of  surgeons  as  prisoners 
of  war  except  the  suspension  of  communication  with  the  Confederate 
Government  per  flag  of  truce.  If  there  is  not,  is  there  no  possible 
condition  by  which  we  can  obtain  a  parole  consistent  with  the  regula- 
tions of  your  Government?  I  was  left  under  flag  of  truce  in  charge 
of  Confederate  wounded  and  was  on  parole  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  for  one 
month.  I  was  sent  from  that  point  to  this  place  and  placed  in  the 
prison  yard.  You  can  imagine  the  amount  of  liberty  and  comfort  we 
receive  there.  We  think  this  very  strange  treatment  toward  non-com- 
batants, for  last  year  when  we  were  held  as  prisoners  we  had  parole  of 
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the  island  at  Fort  Delaware,  and  on  account  of  two  of  our  surgeons 
who  are  ill  from  the  effect  of  the  water  at  this  prison  we  would  most 
respectfully  ask  the  parole  of  this  island  or  to  be  transferred  to  Fort 
Delaware,  where  we  might  enjoy  that  liberty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

T.  W.  HOLLAND, 
Assistant  Surgeon  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  GiUner''s  Brigade, 


Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Qa.,  July  21, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Generax:  Your  indorsement  on  the  letter  of  Lieut.  S.  B.  Davis, 
relating  to  the  strength  of  the  guard  at  this  post,  contains  a  very 
severe  censure  which,  I  am  sure,  would  not  have  been  made  if  you  had 
had  a  clear  comprehension  of  this  post,  of  its  wants  and  its  difficulties. 
Eeflect  for  a  moment;  29,201  prisoners  of  war,  many  of  them  most  des- 
perate characters,  a  post  a  mile  long  by  half  a  mile  wide,  the  stockade 
for  prisoners  within  160  yards  of  a  mile  in  circumference,  numerous 
avenues  leading  to  the  post  to  be  guarded,  public  property  to  be  cared 
for,  guard  for  working  parties,  and  the  ordinary  camp  guard  for  the 
troops,  and  you  can  form  some  estimate  of  the  number  it  would  require 
for  these  purposes.  The  following  are  the  daily  guards  required,  and 
they  cannot  be  reduced,  but  ought  to  be  increased : 

Stockade,  1,600  yards  around,  52  posts — 10  supernumeraries,  166 
enlisted  men,  2  commissioned  ofBcers. 

Hospitals,  two  (uninclosed),  1,735  patients  and  attendants,  guard 
73,  23  i)osts — 69  and  4  supernumeraries  and  1  commissioned  offtcer. 

Pickets  around  the  stockade,  206.  This  picket  is  indispensable  to 
prevent  escape  by  tunneling.  Outlying  pickets  and  railroad-bridge 
guard,  i'i.    Six  commissioned  officers. 

Guard  with  party  cutting  wood  daily,  100.  Guard  with  working 
parties,  25.  (This  does  not  include  accidental  guards  and  camp 
guards.) 

Total,  613. 

Strength  of  guard  July  20,  2,421,  including  the  prisoner  guard 
detained  here,  from  which  deduct  517  sick,  daily  duty,  227,  and  the 
artillery  company,  126 — 870,  leaves  1,551.  You  will  observe  that  since 
Lieutenant  Davis'  report  the  detained  prisoner  guards  have  been  added 
to  the  strength  of  the  guard. 

This  gives  the  most  favorable  report  of  the  forces  at  the  post  and  the 
duties  required  of  it.  You  speak  in  your  indorsement  of  placing  the 
prisoners  properly.  I  do  not  exactly  comprehend  what  is  intended  by 
it.  I  know  of  but  one  way  to  place  them,  and  tliat  is  to  put  them  into 
the  stockade,  where  they  have  between  four  and  five  square  yards  to 
the  man.  This  includes  streets  and  two  acres  of  ground  about  the 
stream. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDEE, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


July  21, 1864. 
Dr.  W.  S.  Morris,  President  Southern  Telegraph  Company  : 

Dear  Sir:  Colonel  Persons,  commanding  post  at  Anderson,  Ga., 
strongly  recommends  the  putting  up  of  a  telegraph  line  between  Fort 
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Valley  and  Anderson,  a  distance  of  about  thirty  miles.  The  colonel 
states  that  this  line  is  of  great  importance  to  announce  the  arrival  of 
additional  prisoners,  but  especially  to  give  prompt  information  of  the 
approach  of  any  raiding  party  intended  to  effect  the  liberation  of  the 
prisoners,  and  further  to  call  for  help  in  case  of  a  revolt  of  the  pris- 
oners, and  give  information  as  to  any  direction  taken  by  those  who 
escape.  Colonel  Persons  is  of  the  impression  that  wire  can  be  obtained 
from  Macon,  Ga.,  and  insulators  from  the  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga. 
Please  let  me  know  whether  you  can  furnish  any  help  with  labor  or 
skilled  foremen  for  the  construction,  and  how  long  a  time  it  will  take 
with  a  moderate  force.  Also,  please  let  me  know  the  probability  of 
securing  the  wire,  and  on  what  terms. 
By  order  of  General  Gilmer: 

Very  respectfully,  A.  L.  EIVES. 


General,  Orders,  )  Hdqbs.  Trans-Mississippi  Dept., 

No.  56.  )  Shreveport,  La.,  July  21, 1864. 

I.  All  officers  and  men  captured  at  Vicksburg  who  have  reported  at 
Enterprise,  Demopolis,  Vienna,  Natchitoches,  Shreveport,  and  Alex- 
andria at  any  time  prior  to  April  1, 1864,  have  been  declared  duly 
exchanged  by  the  commissioner  of  exchange.  AH  those  in  this  depart- 
ment who  are  embraced  in  this  list  will  immediately  rejoin  their 
commands  in  the  field. 
By  command  of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington,  D.  C,  July  22, 1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army : 

Colonel  :  1  most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
surgeons  of  the  Confederate  Army  are  now  confined  in  this  prison  as 
prisoners  of  war,  when  some  of  your  surgeons  are  on  parole  in  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  with  their  liberty  unabridged,  in  attendance  upon  their 
wounded.  In  the  name  of  a  common  humanity  I  respectfully  urge  an 
assimilated  status  with  us,  now  in  your  lines,  and  promise  faithtiilly 
an  earnest  endeavor  with  our  authorities  to  effect  an  understanding 
that  surgeons  captured  in  charge  of  wounded  shall  not.  be  considered 
prisoners  of  war.  Be  pleased,  colonel,  to  give  this  your  immediate 
attention,  as  a  general  order  without  exception  has  been  received  by 
the  oflQcers  confined  to  leave  here  (I  suppose  for  Elmira)  this  afternoon. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  COVERT, 

Surgeon,  G.  S.  Army. 


Red  River  Landing,  La.,  July  22, 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
General  :  I  regret  that  the  interview  asked  for  in  my  letter  to  you, 
dated  Red  River  Landing,  June  17, 1864,  did  not  take  place.  Had  my 
request  been  granted  by  you  it  is  possible  that  the  various  questions 
which  have  arisen  in  relation  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  would  have 
been  speedily  and  satisfactorily  arranged. 
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No  arrangement  of  a  permanent  character  could  be  effected  with 
Colonel  Dwight,  the  commissioner  who  met  me  at  Hog  Point  at  the 
time  alluded  to,  as  he  stated  that  he  was  not  clothed  with  the  necessary 
iwwers.  I  could  therefore  only  hand  him  the  paper  dated  Hog  Point. 
June  21,  1864,  containing  propositions  on  my  part  to  be  submitted  for 
your  consideration. 

There  is,  however,  one  question  not  referred  to  in  that  paper,  result 
ing  from  the  action  of  Major- General  Banks,  to  which  your  attention  is 
earnestly  requested,  and  which  I  feel  assured  from  the  high  esteem 
in  which  you  are  held  by  your  former  comrades  in  arms  will  receive 
from  you  a  satisfactory  solution. 

By  an  order  from  Major-General  Banks  1,360  paroled  U.  S.  prisoners 
have  been  returned  to  duty,  in  contniventiou  of  General  Orders,  No.  49, 
issued  from  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  February  28,  1863, 
article  8.  It  is  true  that  these  prisoners  were  delivered  at  Boutte 
Station,  and  that  by  General  Orders,  No.  207,  from  Adjutant- General's 
Office,  Washington,  July  3, 1803,  it  is  required  that  prisoners  shall  only 
be  delivered  at  points  specified  in  the  cartel,  or  at  points  mutually 
agreed  upon  between  commanders  of  opposing  armies. 

This  order  could  not,  however,  api)ly  to  the  delivery  of  the  prisoners 
in  question,  as  they  were  delivered  upon  the  very  day  upon  which  the 
order  was  issued,  and  that  previous  to  our  knowledge  of  General  Orders, 
No.  207,  other  places  than  those  specified  in  the  cartel,  &c.,  could  be 
used  for  the  delivery  of  prisoners  is  established  by  the  fact  that  such 
deliveries  were  made  and  respected  in  February,  March,  and  April, 
1863,  at  Baton  Eouge  and  New  Orleans. 

Colonel  Dwight  has  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Maj.  William  M.  Levy, 
commissioner  on  behalf  of  LieutenantGeneral  Taylor,  dated  Red  Eiver 
Landing,  June  17, 1864,  acknowledged  the  delivery  of  the  1,360  U.  S. 
prisoners  to  whom  I  refer.  I  have  also  been  required  by  General  E. 
Kirby  Smith,  commanding  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  to  urge 
upon  your  attention  for  the  sake  of  humanity  to  allow  an  additional 
exchange  to  be  made  from  our  captures  for  the  Confederate  troops 
known  as  Louisiana  brigade  paroled  at  Vicksburg,  and  I  will  deliver 
as  equivalents  any  of  the  U.  S.  troops  captured  in  recent  battles. 

I  have  the  honor,  respectfully,  to  repeat  my  request  for  a  personal 
interview. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IG.  SZYMANSKI, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange. 


Brig.  Gen.  W.  M.  Gardner  requests  list  of  prisons  under  his  command. 

[Indorsement.] 

July  22,  1864. 
Returned  to  LieutenantGeneral  Ewell. 

The  only  regular  depots  of  inisoners  that  I  know  are  Richmond, 
Salisbury,  Columbia,  Danville,  Macon,  Anderson ville,  Oahaba,  and 
Tyler  (in  Texas) ;  Staunton,  Charleston,  Jackson,  and  other  places,  how- 
ever, have  been  temporarily  used  for  the  purpose.  It  is  probable  there 
are  prisoners  at  these  points  now.  It  is  of  the  very  greatest  impor- 
tance that  monthly  or  semi-monthly  reports  from  each  depot  should  be 
made  to  some  one  in  Richmond,  otherwise  it  will  be  practically  impos- 
sible for  me  to  answer  inquiries. 

[RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Jixchanffe.] 
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Camp  Sumtek,  July  22, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper: 

Did  not  remove  the  prisoners.  The  people  complied  so  promptly  to 
my  call  themselves  as  troops,  with  their  servants  and  horses,  that  I 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  attempt  to  move  the  prisoners. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER. 


Abingdon,  July  22, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

Will  the  Government  sustain  me  in  arresting  the  families  of  promi- 
nent Union  men  in  East  Tennessee  and  holding  them  as  hostages  for 
the  families  of  Southern  men  who  have  been  sent  North  ?    Answer. 

JNO.  H.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Red  River  Landing,  La.,  July  22, 1864. 
I  have  received  this  day  from  Col.  Charles  C.  Dwight,  U.  S.  agent  of 
exchange  for  the  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  the  following 
enumerated  ])risoners  of  war  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  captured  within  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  viz : 


Bank. 

il 

Colonels 

1 

1 

3 

25 

52 

137 

819 

15 

10 



24 

150 

208 

274 

819 

Total 

1,500 

For  whom  I  have  delivered  in  exchange  the  following  enumerated 
prisoners  of  war  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  captured  within  the  same  depart- 


meut,  viz: 

Kank. 

i 

■SI 

■s-c 

Coluiifk ,       2  I       3D 

Jyientenant-coldiiels 4  40 

Majors 

Captains 

Lieutenants ._ 

Non-commissioned  uiiicers 

Privates 


2  '  16 

23  I  138 

57  I  228 

141  ;  282 

627  627 


Total 1,361 

I 


Colonel  Dwight  has  thus  delivered  to  me  upon  this  exchange  an 
excess  of  oflBcers  and  enlisted  men  equivalent  to  139  privates.  Against 
this  excess  there  is  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States  an  excess  of  29 
privates  due  on  previous  exchanges,  leaving  a  balance  due  on  exchanges 
to  the  United  States  of  110  privates  or  their  equivalent,  for  which 
excess  an  equivalent  number  of  officers  and  men  of  the  U.  S.  troops, 
delivered  on  parole  to  Colonel  Dwight  at  Red  River  Landing  on  the 
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17th  day  of  June  ultimo,  it  is  understood,  will  be  declared  exchanged; 
the  selection  of  the  officers  and  men  thus  to  be  declared  exchanged  to 
be  made  by  the  TJ.  S.  authorities,  and  a  list  thereof  to  be  furnished  to 
the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States. 

IG.  SZYMANSKI, 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Asst.  Agent  of  Exchange,  Trans-Miss.  I>ept. 


Sanduskv,  Ohio,  July  23,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-General  Prisoners  of  War,  Washington,  J).  G.  : 
Colonel  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  of  inspection 
of  Johnson's  Island.  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
following  points:  First.  The  bad  police  of  the  camp.  Seeing  the  camp, 
you  would  not  know  whether  to  be  most  astonished  at  the  inefficiency 
of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  prisoners'  camp  or  disgusted  tliat  men 
calling  themselves  gentlemen  should  be  willing  to  live  in  such  tilth. 
Tlie  quarters  are  very  dirty;  the  kitchens  filthy.  Major  Scovill  has 
charge,  assisted  by  Captain  Wells.  The  major  is  somewhat  of  an 
invalid,  not,  however,  so  sick  as  to  be  confined  to  his  quarters  at  all 
times;  judging  from  his  appearance,  able  to  direct.  A  necessity 
exists  for  placing  in  charge  of  the  prisoners  an  efficient,  practical  offi- 
cer, who  knows  what  good  police  is,  and  with  decision  sufficient  to 
enforce  his  orders.  This  want  of  police  is  in  part  due,  in  my  opinion, 
to  the  systeir  jf  messing  allowed.  No  general  mess-room  exists. 
Besides  tlir  .arge  messes  there  are  sub-messes  of  eight  or  ten,  having 
small  pi.  /ate  cooking-stoves  purchased  by  the  prisoners,  consequently 
I  saw  but  few  rooms  which  are  not  used  as  kitchen  and  mess-room,  as 
well  as  sleeping  apartment.  To  improve  the  police,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  health,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  two  large  mess- 
rooms,  with  kitchen  and  store-room,  be  constructed,  agreeable  to  the 
plan  inclosed,  or  such  other  as  you  may  deem  proper,  thus  doing  away 
entirely  with  sub-messes,  or  at  any  rate  in  the  quarters.  What  now 
are  used  as  kitchens  could  be  fitted  up  with  bunks  and  used  as  quar- 
ters. Second.  The  prisoners  are  allowed  to  wash  their  clothes  in  every 
part  of  the  camp,  even  in  the  halls  of  the  barracks,  consequently  dirty 
soapsuds  meet  you  on  every  turn.  To  obviate  this,  I  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  building  a  cheap  wash-room  upon  plan  inclosed,  furnishing 
it  with  two  Farmer's  boilers  for  heating  water.  This  would  protect  the 
prisoners  from  the  weather  in  winter  and  could  be  used  as  a  room 
in  which  to  bathe.  The  necessity  for  such  an  apartment  is  evident. 
With  the  improvements  above  recommended  and  an  efficient  officer  to 
enforce  the  keeping  the  ditches  for  drainage  empty,  the  sinks  clean,  and 
the  quarters  properly  scrubbed  and  swept,  the  camp  can  be  brought  to 
such  a  standard  as  will  be  respectable.  I  would  say,  in  passing,  that 
as  the  soil  is  a  sandy  loam  and  in  winter  gets  very  muddy,  now  would 
be  a  proper  time  to  construct  such  gravel  walks  as  are  absolutely  nec- 
essary. The  gravel  being  near  at  hand  and  the  laborers  abundant,  the 
woik  can  be  easily  accomplished.  Thiid.  The  water  as  supplied  now 
is  not  sufficient.  The  two  pumps  communicating  with  the  lake  are  of 
an  inferior  quality  and  frequently  out  of  order.  One  only  was  in  work- 
ing condition  when  I  inspected.  I  was  informed  that  the  other  had  not 
been  in  use  for  several  days.  Why  not  sooner  repaired  I  am  unable  to 
say.  The  complaint  was  made  that  one  or  the  other  was  frequently  at 
fault.  With  one  more  pump,  better  pattern,  a  sufficient  supply  of 
water  could  be  obtained.  The  commanding  officer.  Colonel  Hill,  will 
in  a  few  days  submit  to  you  a  plan  for  supplyijigj^  entire  camp  with 
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water.  As  it  involves  a  large  expenditure,  I  doubt  if  you  will  approve 
so  extensive  a  work,  probably  for  only  a  temporary  purpose.  Such  a 
structure  would,  without  doubt,  be  very  beneficial.  Fourth.  The  sinks 
being  constructed  on  vaults,  without  drainage,  are  somewhat  a  nui 
sance,  though  much  could  be  done  to  improve  their  present  dirty  con- 
dition by  the  free  use  of  water  and  lime.  I  understood  the  com- 
manding officer  to  say  that  as  many  vaults  had  been  constructed  as  the 
ground  would  permit.  Those  now  in  use  are  fast  filling.  Something 
will  have  to  be  done  soon  to  meet  the  emergency;  probably  boxes  upon 
wheels,  that  could  be  emptied  every  night  in  the  lake  and  washed 
out,  would  be  the  proper  thing.  Fifth.  All  dealing  with  the  sutler  is 
done  by  the  check  system.  Sub-sutlers  are  allowed  in  each  barracks; 
prisoners  who  bny  at  wholesale  from  the  sutler  and  retail  to  the  other 
prisoners.  This  trade  is  also  by  check.  The  sutler's  prices  appeared 
to  me  exorbitant.  The  articles  sold  are  such  as  are  allowed  by  order, 
the  supply  being  more  limited;  coffee,  sugar,  flour,  eggs,  milk,  being 
restri(!ted.  I  told  the  commanding  officer  I  thought  the  list  furnished 
nie  would  permit  of  those  articles  being  added  to  the  sutlers  list.  The 
prison  fund  at  end  of  June  was  $18,910.32,  the  disbursements  for  that 
month  being  fair  and  just.  As  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge,  a  very  com- 
plete set  of  books  is  kept  by  the  counnauding  officer,  showing  all 
deposits  and  expenditures  of  prisoners  of  war.  Proper  instructions 
are  given  to  the  guard.  The  hospital  was  in  good  condition,  well 
policed;  the  sick  in  every  way  sufficiently  well  provided  for.  The 
fund  on  hand  the  end  of  June  small — $190.74.  The  surgeon  in  charge 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  from  his  hospital  fund  some  articles 
furnished  on  proper  requisition.  This  I  directed  him  to  stop,  making 
his  requisitions  in  time  to  meet  the  demand.  The  number  of  sick  has 
largely  increased  recently,  acute  cases  of  dysentery  being  the  most 
common.  This  I  considered  owing  to  the  bad  police  of  the  camp, 
bad  bread,  and  want  of  vegetables,  as  there  is  also  scurvy  existing 
among  the  prisoners.  Ascertaining  that  the  potato  allowed  had  been 
irregularly  issued  since  1st  of  this  month,  I  instructed  the  surgeon  in 
charge  to  recommend  an  extra  issue  of  onions  for  eight  weeks,  at  rate 
of  60  pounds  to  100  men,  twice  a  week.  The  bread  being  same  as  is 
used  by  the  Federal  soldiers,  every  exertion  is  being  made  to  correct 
its  quality. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  ALEXANDEE, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Report  of  a  medical  inspection  of  the  camp  and  hospital  of  the  prison- 
ers of  war  at  Johnson's  Island,  commanded  by  Colonel  Hill,  made  on 
the  22d  and  23d  days  of  July,  1864,  by  Surg.  G.  T.  Alexander,  U.  S. 
Army,  acting  medical  inspector  of  prisoners  of  war. 

1.  Camp,  name  and  geographical  position — Johnson's  Island,  near 
Sandusky,  <  )hio,  in  Lake  Erie.  2.  Topography  of  surrounding  country 
— water.  3.  Topography  of  locality,  soil,  drainage — island,  gravel, 
loam,  drainage  good.  4.  Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  effects — from 
Lake  Brie  by  pumps,  supply  not  sufficient;  quality,  effects,  good.  5. 
Fuel,  whence  obtained,  kind,  supply — wood,  mixed,  merchandisable,  on 
contract,  abundant.  6.  Local  causes  of  disease,  removal,  mitigation — 
bad  police,  bad  bread,  deficient  supply  of  vegetables.  7.  Camp,  how 
arranged,  how  long  occupied — in  square,  nearly  three  years.  8.  Camp, 
previous  use  of  ground — farm.  9.  Tents,  kind,  quality,  condition — 
none.    10.  Barracks,  construction,  size,  number  of  men  to  each — two- 
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story,  wooden,  120  feet  by  28  feet,  averages  215  to  220  men  to  each, 
occupied  by  prisoners,  one  used  as  hospital.  11.  Barracks,  heating, 
cleansing,  ventilation — stoves,  cleansing  imperfect,  ventilation  good. 
12.  Sinks  and  cessi)Ools,  construction,  positioTi,  management — wooden 
frames,  over  vaults,  dirty,  badly  managed.  13.  Removal  of  ofif'al  and 
rubbish,  police  of  camp — not  sufficient  attention  to  removal  of  rubbish, 
police  very  bad.  11:.  liatious,  quality,  quantity,  variety — quality, 
quantity,  generally  good ;  variety,  not  sufficient.  15.  Vegetables  and 
pickles,  kinds,  amounts,  how  obtained — none.  10.  Rations,  how  cooked, 
how  inspected,  messing — on  stoves  mostly,  very  few  Farmer's  boilers, 
seldom  inspected,  juessing  by  barracks,  small  independent  messes 
allowed.  17.  Clothing,  condition,  deficiencies — good,  enough.  18. 
Men,  morale,  sanitary  condition,  personal  cleanliness — fair. 

1.  Hospital,  topogTaphy  of  locality,  soil,  drainage — one  of  set  of 
quarters;  soil,  drainage,  same  as  camps.  2.  Hospital  buildings,  num- 
ber, kind,  capacity — one,  two-story,  four  wards  40  by  26  feet,  9  feet 
high,  20  beds  to  ward.  3.  Hospital  tents,  number,  kind,  capacity — 
none.  4.  Hospital  warming,  ventilation,  lighting — stoves,  ridge  and 
side,  coal  oil.  5.  Hospital  water-closets  and  sinks — one  sink  in  rear 
80  feet,  wood,  over  vault  G  feet.  6.  Hospital  discijdine,  police — ^fair. 
7.  Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  effects — from  lake  by  pumps,  suffi- 
cient, good.  8.  Fuel,  whence  obtained,  kind,  supply — same  as  camp. 
9.  Diet,  quality,  quantity,  and  variety — good.  10.  Diet,  how  cooked, 
how  inspected,  messing — cooking  stove.  Farmer's  boiler,  inspected  by 
medical  officer.  11.  Medical  and  hospital  supplies,  quality,  condition, 
deficiencies — quality,  condition,  good;  deficient  in  opium,  morphine, 
&c.  12.  Instruments,  hospital,  personal,  condition,  deficiencies — suffl 
cient.  13.  Commissary  stores,  medical  comforts,  condition,  deficien- 
cies— good.  14.  Hospital  records  and  accounts — properly  made  out 
and  kept.  15.  Hospital  muster  and  pay  rolls — properly  made  out  and 
kept.  10.  Reports  of  sick  and  wounded,  and  of  operations — ^properly 
made  out  and  kept.  17.  Requisitions  and  returns — properly  made  out 
and  kept.  18.  Morning  reports,  provision  returns — properly  made  out 
and  kept.  19.  Hospital  fund,  howexpended,  accounted  for,  condition — 
properly,  end  June,  $190.74.  20.  Hospital  washing,  how  performed, 
how  ])aid  for — by  prisoners,  washing  machine. 

1.  Surgeons,  number  present,  absent — 1  present;  absent,  none. 
2.  Assistant  surgeons,  number  present,  absent — none.  3.  Chaplains, 
number  present,  absent — none.  4.  Hospital  stewards,  number  pres- 
ent, absent — 1.  5.  Cooks  and  nurses,  number  present,  absent — 3 
cooks,  7  nurses  from  prisoners.  0.  Sick,  ratio  of,  to  strength  of 
command — 2  per  cent.  7.  Sick,  condition,  cleanliness — good.  8.  Sick, 
beds  for,  superficial  area  and  air  space  per  bed — sufficient.  9.  Medical 
and  surgical  treatment — by  rebel  surgeons  principally.    10.  Surgical 

operations,  how  performed — none.     11.  Nursing,  how  ])erformed by 

prisoners.  12.  Diseases  prevalent — diarrhea,  dysentery,  acute.  13. 
Diseases  of  local  origin — dysentery,  caused  by  bad  police,  bad  bread. 
14.  Diseases,  prevention,  mitigation — good  police,  good  bread,  veg- 
etables. 15.  Recoveries  from  diseases,  wounds,  rapid  or  tardy — rapid 
generally.  10.  Mortality  from  diseases,  wounds,  per  cent. — very  small  • 
one  since  IGth  of  May,  1864.  17.  Vaccination — thorough  last  fall,  none 
since.  18.  Interments,  how  conducted  and  recorded — in  cemetery  in 
rear  of  prison  yard,  conducted  by  prisoners,  headboard  to  each  grave 
properly  marked. 

Absent  medical  officers  accounted  for — Henry  Evfersman ;  rank  sur- 
geon; regiment,  volunteers ;  remarks,  efficient. 
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Instructions  and  directions  given  to  medical  ofl&cers,  recommenda- 
tions for  the  action  of  the  medical  inspector-general:  To  recommend 
the  issue  twice  a  week,  for  eight  weeks,  of  onions,  at  the  rate  of  GO 
pounds  to  100  men.  To  be  careful  not  to  purchase  from  hospital  fund 
such  articles  as  can  be  obtained  on  requisition. 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army,  Actg.  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Medical  Inspector,  TJ,  S.  Army. 

[liicloauro  No.  2.] 

Plans,  specifications,  and  estimate  of  cost  of  mess-room  and  kitchen,  with 
capacity  for  3,000  men,  for  use  of  prisoners  of  war  at  Johnson's  Island, 
Ohio. 

375  feet  50  feet  375  feet. 


)  feet.    I 


Mess-room. 


Kitchen 

and 

store-bouse. 


Mess-room. 


The  building  is  to  bo  800  feet  long,  30  feet  wide,  and  7  feet  high,  with 
board  roof  and  gravel  floor.  To  be  divided  into  three  rooms,  viz,  two 
mess-rooms,  375  feet  each,  and  one  kitchen  and  store-room  50  feet  long; 
four  tables  in  each  mess  room  365  feet  long  and  2^  feet  wide;  80  win- 
dows, C  lights,  9  by  14.  Ninety-four  thousand  feet  of  common  1-inch 
lumber  siding,  battening,  roofing,  and  tables;  26,000  feet  timber  for 
sills,  rafters,  studding,  and  joists;  1,200  pounds  of  nails.  Lumber  can 
be  purchased  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and  delivered  on  the  island  at  a  cost 
of  $20  per  1,000  feet.  Lumber  can  be  purchased  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  at 
••g22  per  1,000  feet. 


Eiiimated  coat  purchasing  at  Saginaw,  Mich. 

120,000  feet  lumber,  at  $20 $2,  400 

1,200  pounds  nails,  at  $8.50 102 

Sasb,  glass,  and  patty 150 


Estimated  cost  purchasing  at  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

120,000  feet  lumber,  at  $22 $2, 640 

1,200  pounds  nails,  at  $8.50 102 

Sash,  glass,  and  pxitty 150 


Total 2,652  Total   2,892 

[Inclosuro  No.  3.] 

Estimate  of  cost  of  wash-house  for  use  of  prisoners  of  icar  at  Johnson's 
Island,  Ohio,  40  feet  long,  20  feet  wide,  hoard  roof. 

3,200  feet  common  lumber,  at  $22  per  thousand $70. 40 

800  feet  timber  aud  joists,  at  $22  per  thousand 17. 60 

100  pounds  nails 8.50 

Total 96-50 

40  feet. 


20  feet. 


Waah-house. 
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Hdqbs.  U.  S.  Forces  Johnson's  Island  and  Sandusky, 

Johnson's  Island,  Ohio,  July  23, 1864. 
Col.  C.  W.  Hill,  Commanding  Prisor  Depot: 

Sib  :  Having  made  a  preliminary  survey  of  your  grounds  witli  a  view 
to  supplying  water  for  tbe  post,  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  map,* 
profiles,*  and  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  same.  As  a 
basis  for  the  amount  of  water  required  I  assume  that  there  may  be 
5,000  men  to  be  supplied.  For  all  purposes  I  estimate  five  cubic  feet, 
equal  to  about  thirty-two  gallons,  per  man  per  day,  which  makes  25,000 
cubic  feet  per  day.  To  supply  this  amount  we  will  require  a  pipe  of  six 
inches  caliber,  through  which  we  can  throw  2,000  cubic  feet  per  hour, 
at  the  rate  of  166  feet  per  minute,  requiring  the  pump  to  be  used  twelve 
hours  and  a  half  per  day.  A  reservoir  70  feet  by  200  and  7  feet  deep 
will  contain  100,000  cubic  feet,  or  about  four  days'  supply.  For  distrib- 
uting pipes  I  have  estimated  for  3-inch  caliber,  which  will  certainly  be 
sufi&ciently  large.  With  these  data  the  approximate  cost  will  be  as 
follows : 

Estimate  of  probable  cost,  exclusive  of  labor  by  soldiers : 

1,600  lineal  feet  cast-iron  pipe,  6  inches  diameter,  |  inch  thick,  30  pounds 

per  foot,  making  48,000  pounds,  at  6  cents  per  pound $2, 880. 00 

1  engine  and  pump 600. 00 

200  pounds  hydraulic  cement,  at  $2.50 .500. 00 

650  perches  of  25-foot  masonry,  at  $1.25 812.50 

2,375  feet  3-inch  cast-[iron]  pipe,  at  3  pounds  per  foot,  30,875  pounds,  at 

5  cents  per  pound 1, 543. 75 

10  hydrants  and  fire  plugs,  at  $10 100.00 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent 643.63 

7, 079. 88 
This  is  exclusive  of  tools  and  powder  u.sed  in  the  work. 
Kespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  MOKTON, 

Civil  Engineer. 


Headquarters  Draft  Eendezvous, 

Elmira,  N.  Y.,  July  23, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  report  of  Capt.  M. 
H.  Church,  Eleventh  Eegiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  relating  to  a 
collision  of  a  train  of  cars  filled  with  prisoners  of  war  on  the  15th 
instant  while  en  route  from  New  York  to  Elmira. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  EASTMAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Post. 

[Indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  July  26,  1864. 
Eeapectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  learned  from  conversation  with  the  agent  of  the  road  that  the  acci- 
dent occurred  through  the  misconduct  of  one  of  their  telegraphic  oper- 
ators, who  informed  the  conductor  of  the  coal  train  that  there  was  no 

*  Omitted. 
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train  on  the  road.  He  made  his  escape  immediately  after  the  accident. 
Whether  due  notice  of  the  movement  of  the  prisoners'  train  was  given 
along  the  road  can  only  be  learned  by  official  inquiry  by  the  quarter- 
master at  New  York.  I  am  informed  that  the  railroad  company  has 
agreed  to  pay  damages  for  the  injuries  to  members  of  the  guard. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[IncloBure.] 

Barracks  No.  3,  Elmiba,  N.  Y.,  July  22, 1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  Eastman,  Commanding  Depot : 

Sir:  As  officer  in  command  of  guard  in  charge  of  prisoners  of  war 
from  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  I  have  to  report  tliiit  we  left  on  steamer 
Crescent  with  a  guard  of  125  men  and  3  commissioned  officers  and  833 
prisoners  on  the  eve  of  July  12.  Arrived  at  New  York  at  3  p.  m,  July 
14,  and  disembarked  at  Jersey  City  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  15th. 

Left  Jersey  City  at  6  o'clock  via  Erie  Railway,  and  at  3  p.  m.  came 
in  collision  with  a  coal  train  near  Shohola,  Pa.,  causing  a  complete 
wreck  of  the  train  and  killing  14  of  the  guard  and  40  of  the  prisoners 
instantly,  mortally  wounding  3  of  the  guard  and  8  prisoners,  all  of 
whom  have  since  died,  and  wounding  16  of  the  guard  and  93  prisoners. 

Nearly  all  of  the  guard  on  duty  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and 
immediately  I  caused  the  reserve  to  be  posted  around  the  wreck  and 
prisoners  to  prevent  their  escape. 

The  wounded  were  extricated  as  soon  as  possible  and  taken  to  Sho- 
hola, where  every  attention  was  rendered  by  the  citizens  and  guard. 

The  wounded  all  being  cared  for,  the  dead  were  buried  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  accident,  and  each  grave  properly  designated. 
The  prisoners  were  removed  to  Shohola,  where  we  remained  until  11 
a.  m.  July  10,  when  we  proceeded  on  our  way,  arriving  at  Elmira  at 
9.30  p.  m. 

Many  of  the  prisoners  killed  were  so  disfigured  that  it  was  impossible 
to  recognize  them,  and  five  escaping  whose  names  are  unknown,  I  am 
unable  to  give  a  correct  list  of  killed. 

Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

MOKEIS  H.  CHUEOH, 
Captain,  Eleventh  Regt.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Guard. 

RECAPITULATION. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston.  S.  C,  July  23, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Wessblls,  U.  S.  Army: 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say,  in  reply , 
to  your  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  that  he  has  no  control  over 
the  prisoners  at  Andersonville,  the  officer  commanding  at  that  post 
receiving  his  orders  direct  from  the  War  Department. 
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It  is  presumed  tliat  such  a  request  as  you  make  will,  if  addressed  to 
the  Coufederate  Goverumeut  by  tbat  of  the  United  States,  receive 
proper  consideration. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  STEINGFBLLOW, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[First  indorsemest.] 

Kespectfully  forwarded  to  Major-General  Foster,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  for  his 
information  and  action. 

H.  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 

[Second  indorsement.  ] 

August  1, 1864. 
Kespectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army. 
I  would  respectfully  ask  that  authority  be  given  me  to  send  to  our 
prisoners  at  Audersonville  such  supplies  as  may  be  necessary  to  relieve 
their  distresses.     I  have  no  doubt  that  arrangements  can  be  made  to 
have  them  distributed  by  one  of  our  officers. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Charlotte,  July  23, 1864. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War : 

Over  500  Yankee  prisoners  left  here  this  morning  for  Anderson;  Ga. 
Might  it  not  be  politic  to  send  no  more  to  Anderson  until  the  fate  of 
Atlanta  is  decided? 

WM.  JOHNSON, 

President. 

[First  indorsement.] 

July  24,  1864, 
Adjutant- General  : 

I  do  not  consider  it  advisable  to  send  more  prisoners  just  now  to 
Audersonville.    So  order, 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

July  25,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  Gardner. 

If  he  has  not  entire  control  over  the  prisoners,  this  will  be  returned 
for  reference  to  General  Lee. 
By  order  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Post,  Richmond,  July  26, 1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  with  the 
remark  that  there  are  but  three  prisons  for  privates,  viz,  Richmond, 
Danville — ordered  to  be  broken  up  because  too  much  exposed  to  raids — 
and  Audersonville,  Ga. 

The  vague  indorsement  from  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
placing  me  in  charge  of  all  the  prisons,  does  not  iutorm  me  what  prisons 
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exist,  nor  does  it  name  those  which  are  excepted  from  its  operation 
and  left  in  charge  of  General  Winder,  though  some  such  are  excepted, 

I  have  time  and  again  made  written  application  to  General  Ewell  to 
define  the  extent  of  my  command  and  responsibility  in  this  respect, 
but  can  get  no  answer. 

I  recommend  that  a  new  prison  be  immediately  established  at  Char- 
lotte, N.  C,  or  that  the  officers'  prison  at  Columbia,  S.  C,  be  sufficiently 
enlarged  to  accommodate  several  thousand  privates.  I  do  not  think  it 
safe  to  send  more  to  Andersonville. 

W.  M.  GAEDNER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  July  24, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Wessblls,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Prisoner  of  War,  Charleston,  S.  G. : 
General:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant.  It  will 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  any  of  our  officers  now  prisoners  of  war, 
and  I  will  do  so  as  soon  as  the  meeting  can  be  arranged,  provided  the 
presence  of  one  of  the  Confederate  generals  now  prisoners  of  war  be 
not  insisted  on.  I  cannot  consent  to  that  part  of  tlie  proposition. 
Regretting  that  I  cannot  comply  with  your  wishes  in  this  respect, 
I  remain,  very  truly  and  sincerely,  your  friend, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  24, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  J).  C: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Ould  consents  to 
exchange  full  lists  of  officers  now  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  will 
farnish  monthly  thereafter  a  complete  list  of  all  captures  made,  this 
arrangement  to  be  reciprocal  on  our  part. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  E.  MULFOED, 
Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  (Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  24,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Colonel  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Butler,  commissioner  for 
exchange,  to  inform  you  that  the  objection  to  forwarding  the  Confeder- 
ate surgeons  now  in  our  hands  no  longer  exists,  and  he  desires  them  to 
be  placed  at  my  disposal  for  delivery  and  exchange,  1  will  notify  you 
by  telegraph  when  we  are  ready  for  them, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  JNO.  E.  MULFOED, 

Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 
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Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 
Office  of  Superintendent  op  Prison, 

Near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  July  24,  1864. 
Capt.  Junius  E.  Sanford, 

Acting  Assistant  A<]jvtant- General: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
condition  of  prison  this  Sunday  morning  and  of  improvements  needed. 
Number  of  prisoners  last  Sunday,  2,406;  number  of  prisoners  to-daj', 
2,404;  decrease,  2 ;  sick  report  last  Sunday,  47 ;  sick  report  today,  52 ; 
increase,  5;  actual  increase  of  sick,  3;  2  men  taken  to  the  liospitiil  and 
reported  sick  were  wounded  by  a  sentinel  last  night.  No  deaths  dur- 
ing this  week.  The  policing  has  been  somewhat  neglected  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  week;  it  will  be  remedied  immediately.  Owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  time,  thi'.  sinks  are  very  offensive,  and  the  drains  are 
also  becoming  foul  from  the  same  cause.  The  present  arrangement  of 
prisoners'  messes  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  keep  tlieir  quarters  in 
even  a  passable  condition.  With  one  stove  and  one  kettle  to  cook 
with,  they  are  compelled  to  cook  about  two  hours  for  breakfast;  another 
hour  is  consumed  in  eating  and  clearing  up  the  tables;  then  they  must 
begin  to  cook  for  dinner.  Tliey  have  no  place  to  store  their  rations; 
their  pork  is  hung  everywhere,  greasing  everything  near  it;  sometimes 
it  is  in  the  mess-room,  then  on  a  shelf  in  the  kitchen,  again  on  the 
floor.  A  kitchen  and  store-room  with  a  mess-room  to  each  block  would 
be  a  greai  improvement  both  as  to  cleanliness  and  convenience.  When 
eating  and  sleeping  is  done  in  the  same  room  to  the  extent  that  it  is 
done  in  this  prison  a  great  part  of  the  time  the  rooms  are  very  dirty. 
With  the  ditching  that  is  now  being  done  more  teams  are  necessary 
for  thorough  policing.  The  one  team  we  have  inside  is  employed  all 
the  time  carrying  away  the  dirt  from  the  ditches.  Another  pump 
should  be  put  up  in  the  prison.  The  two  now  up  are  run  to  their 
utmost  capacity.  When  one  breaks,  as  is  often  the  case,  the  prisoners 
have  to  be  let  out  to  the  bay  to  get  water.  The  wells  inside  are  a  fail- 
ure; the  water  is  unfit  for  use.  The  large  drain  on  the  west  side  of  the 
prison  will  have  to  be  sided  up  with  plank  or  stone  for  about  half  its 
length  to  prevent  constant  caving. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  SCOVILL, 
Major  128th  Ohio  Volunteers,  Superintendent  of  Prison. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Johnson's  Island,  Ohio,  July  26, 1864. 

Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

The  report  handed  in  Sunday  morning  was  returned  as  insufUcient, 
and  this  comes  in  its  place  to-day,  though  dated  on  Sunday.  Major 
Scovill  has  been  in  poor  health  for  some  time,  but  with  his"  approba- 
tion Captain  Wells,  an  eflScient  oflBcer,  who  has  been  on  duty  here  for 
nearly  three  years,  was  detailed  to  assist  on  the  8th  instant,  and  ordered 
to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  prison.  That  order,  I  believe,  has  been 
obeyed.  The  jirison  inclosure  was  extended  on  an  average  of  ninety- 
five  feet  to  the  northwest  on  the  12th,  and  six  new  sinks  previously 
made  thus  brought  into  use  along  that  line.  The  offensive  sinks  are 
on  the  side  toward  the  bay  and  not  well  constructed.  I  should  have 
submitted  a  plan  with  profiles  and  estimates  two  weeks  since,  showing 
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what  changes  and  improvements  I  think  most  essential,  bat  the  work 
was  delayed  by  the  illness  of  the  engineer  assisting  me.  In  a  few  days 
1  hope  to  submit  the  papers  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

OHAS.  W.  HILL, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Consolidaled  return  for  C.  S.  militar;/  prison,  Camp  Sumter,  Anderaonville,  Ga.,  for  the 

week  ending  July  S4,  1864. 
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c  1  sent  to  Macon. 
d  97  from  Atlanta. 


e  517  from  Kichmond,  2  from  Atlanta. 
/7  from  Augusta. 


I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  my  prison  iournal. 

H,  WIRZ, 
Captaifij  Commanding  Frison. 
Capt.  W.  S-  Winder,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Approved; 


[Indorsement.] 


JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


It  will  be  observed  the  ratio  of  mortality  is  very  great.  It  is  very 
necessary  that  another  prison  should  be  immediately  established  at 
some  other  point,  if  possible;  or  if  that  cannot  be  done  conveniently,  I 
will  set  to  work  immediately  to  build  another  stockade  here.  I  have 
been  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  confer  with  General  Bragg 
and  be  governed  by  his  instructions.  I  have,  iu  consequence,  sent  an 
officer  to  Atlanta  to  see  General  Bragg  (as  I  cannot  leave  the  post  so 
long),  and  expect  him  back  to-day  or  to-morrow,  when  I  shall  proceed 
at  once  to  establish  the  prison. 

JNO.  H.  WINDEE, 

Brigadier-  General, 


New  Orleans,  July  25, 1864. 
Major-General  Canby,  Commanding: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of 
the  facts,  so  far  as  1  have  been  able  to  ascertain  them,  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  paroles  given  at  Brashear  Oity  and  Bayou 
Bceuf. 

Those  places  were  surrendered  by  the  U,  S.  forces  on  the  23d  day  of 
June,  1863.    The  prisoners  taken  numbered,  iu  all,  about  1,700.    The 
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officers  were  retained  as  prisoners  of  war;  the  enlisted  men  were 
paroled.  The  paroles  were  taken  on  rolls  of  the  several  commands, 
and  a  printed  coi)y  of  the  parole  was  furnished  to  each  man. 

The  parole  lists  were  attested  in  case  of  the  Brashear  City  capture 
by  Maj.  R.  C.  Anthony,  Second  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  who  commanded 
there,  those  of  the  Bayou  Boeuf  captured  by  Oapt.  A.  D.  Hopkins, 
Twenty-third  Connecticut,  who  commanded  at  Bayou  Bujuf. 

The  prisoners  captured  at  the  latter  place  were  first  removed  to 
Brashear  City,  and  on  the  27th  day  of  June  the  enlisted  men  captured 
at  both  places  were  sent  under  guard  toward  our  lines. 

1  have  in  my  possession  an  original  receipt  signed  by  P.  G.  Temple, 
lieutenant,  U.  S.  Army,  dated  Boutte  Station,  La.,  July  3,  1863, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  from  Maj.  L.  C.  Rountree,  C.  S.  Army,  of 
about  1,300  paroled  U.  S.  prisoners. 

1  have  been  informed  by  Brigadier-General  Emory,  who  then  com- 
manded the  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  that  on  the  arrival  of  these 
prisoners  at  Boutte  Station  Major  Stancel,  commanding  there,  tele- 
graphed to  him  for  directions  as  to  their  reception,  but  that  before  an 
answer  was  returned  to  his  application  the  prisoners  were  received.  I 
am  informed  that  the  officer  who  receipted  for  the  prisoners  was  a 
lieutenant  in  command  of  the  picket  guard. 

The  number  of  the  prisoners  who  signed  the  i)arole  list  was  over 
1,500.  This  I  learn  from  the  officers  who  attested  the  rolls  and  also 
from  the  rolls  themselves,  which  have  been  exhibited  to  me  by  the 
Confederate  agent  of  exchange. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  full  number  of  1,360  were  actually  delivered, 
as  claimed,  at  Boutte  Station. 

It  cannot,  I  think,  be  asserted  that  this  delivery  was  made  by  reason 
of  any  fear  of  a  recapture  of  the  prisoners  before  they  could  be 
removed.    They  were  actually  held  ten  days  and  Brashear  City  was 
not  evacuated  by  the  enemy  until  several  days  after  their  delivery. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  C.  DWIGHT, 
Colonel  and  Agent  of  Exchange. 


Office  Pbovost-Maeshal  of  Prisoners, 

Rock  Island  Barracks, 

Bock  Island,  III.,  July  25, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
police  condition  of  the  prison  for  the  week  ending  this  day: 

No  material  change  having  taken  place  in  the  barracks,  either  by 
additions  or  repairs,  and  being  kept  clean  in  both  kitchen  and  sleeping 
apartments,  I  can  only  report  them  as  still  in  good  condition.  The 
surroundings  are  daily  policed,  the  sewers  are  supplied  with  lime  as 
the  occasion  demands,  which,  with  the  almost  constant  flow  of  water 
through  them,  is  calculated  to  render  them  free  from  smell.  The  gen- 
eral appearance  of  the  prisoners  is  clean,  healthy,  and  comfortably 
clad.  The  bedding  in  both  prison  and  hospital  departments  is  clean 
and  frequently  aired.  The  hospital  department  is  skillfully  managed, 
consequently  in  very  good  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  CARAHER, 
Lieut.  Col.  Fourth  Regiment   Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners, 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquabteks  Eook  Island  Barracks, 

Rock  Island,  III.,  July  27, 1864. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army,  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners,  with  the  remark  that  the  condition  of  the 
prison  and  hospital  is  good. 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Post. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  July  25. 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del. : 

General  :  It  has  been  reported  to  the  War  Department  that  the 
issues  of  beef  to  the  troops  and  prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware  have  not 
been  honestly  made,  and  I  have  respectfully  to  request  you  will  have  a 
strict  investigation  made  of  all  the  facts  and  report  to  this  ofllce  with- 
out delay.  Inquire  into  the  quality  of  the  beef,  the  amount  received, 
and  the  amount  issued. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  July  25. 1804. 
Colonel  Hoffman, 

Commissary- Ge7ieral  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City: 

Sir:  The  undersigned  oflQcers,  prisoners  of  war,  captured  at  Port 
Hudson,  July  9, 18G3,  respectfully  represent  that  uuder  the  stipulations 
of  their  surrender  their  private  property  was  guaranteed  to  them;  that 
up  to  the  time  of  their  removal  from  Joitinson's  Island  to  Point  Lookout 
this  stipulation  had  been  respected  by  the  military  authorities  of  the 
United  States  and  their  i)roperty  untouched.  When  on  the  point  of 
leaving  Sandusky  we  were  informed  by  General  Terry  that  we  need 
feel  no  anxiety  about  our  baggage;  that  it  was  placed  under  the  imme- 
diate charge  of  the  officer  in  command  of  the  detachment,  and  we  were 
separated  from  our  baggage  and  did  not  see  it  again  till  after  our 
arrival  at  Point  Lookout.  When  our  trunks  were  delivered  to  us  they 
had  been  broken  open  and  rilled  of  the  most  valuable  portion  of  their 
contents,  including  our  uniforms,  &c.  A  few  days  after  we  reached 
the  Point  General  Butler  paid  us  a  visit  of  inspection,  and  upon  the 
facts  of  the  case  being  represented  to  him  he  declared  that  this  was 
entirely  unauthorized  and  should  be  remedied,  if  possible.  Immedi- 
ately afterward  a  board  of  survey  was  ordered  on  the  case,  and  we 
were  ourselves  examined,  and  there  the  matter  rested  for  some  time. 
We  subsequently  wrote  to  General  Butler  while  the  matter  was  pending, 
requesting  permission  to  replace  the  articles  taken  from  us,  including 
uniforms,  &c.,  at  our  own  expense,  and  received  for  answer  that  we 
would  have  to  await  the  report  of  the  board  of  survey.  Nearly  four 
months  have  elapsed  since  the  meeting  of  this  board,  and  we  still 
remain  in  ignorance  of  the  result  of  their  deliberation .  Please  enlighten 
us  on  the  subject  and  let  us  know  whether  or  not  we  will  be  permitted 
to  replace  our  stolen  property. 

Eespectfully  submitted.  P.  F.  DB  GOUENAY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 
B.  E.  CHINN, 
Captain,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 
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Chicago,  III.,  July  25, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  IT.  S.  Army, 

Covimissary- General  Prisoners  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  the 
inspection  of  Camp  Douglas,  camp  for  prisoners  of  war  near  Chicago, 
111.  The  camp  is  in  excellent  condition,  well  disciplined  and  policed. 
Great  credit  is  due  to  Maj.  L.  C.  Skinner,  Eighth  Regiment  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  in  immediate  charge  of  the  camp,  and  his  assistant, 
Capt.  W.  Sponable,  Fifteenth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  both 
practical,  industrious,  and  efficient  officers.  I  saw  the  camp  last  April. 
The  change  since  then  for  the  better  is  astonishing.  The  water  as  now 
supplied  for  the  number  now  in  camp  is  sufficient,  though  owing  to  the 
size  of  the  main  pipe,  3-inch,  much  delay  is  occasioned  in  obtaining  it. 
Should  the  number  of  prisoners  be  increased  to  12,000,  the  capacity  of 
the  camp,  I  would  recommend  that  6-inch  main  pipes  be  allowed.  This 
change  now  is  very  necessary  as  a  safeguard  in  case  of  fire.  Some  old 
buildings  that  have  been  used  by  Federal  troops,  now  abandoned,  are 
being  moved  in  the  prison  inclosure,  to  be  occupied  as  prison  quarters. 
I  doubt  if  there  will  be  sufficient  to  fill  the  entire  unoccupied  space ;  if 
not,  I  would  recommend,  if  more  prisoners  are  to  be  sent  to  this  camp, 
that  the  commanding  oflBcer  be  directed  to  build  as  cheap  as  possible 
the  deficient  number.  This,  I  am  convinced,  will  maintain  the  present 
good  police  of  the  camp  and  be  healthier  and  cheaper  than  if  tents  are 
used.  Major  Skinner  has  in  his  possession  $270  called  confiscated 
funds.  This  money,  in  part,  was  taken  from  the  clothes  of  prisoners, 
secreted  in  the  seams  and  elsewhere,  and,  in  part,  accrued  from  sale  of 
boots,  after  they  were  defined  as  contraband.  He  wishes  instructions 
as  to  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  it.  The  prison  fund  at  end  of 
June,  1864,  amounted  to  $19,691.50.  No  payments  were  made  during 
that  month,  the  commissary  being  out  of  funds.  To  what  extent  he  is 
indebted  I  was  unable  to  ascertain.  The  commissary  stated  he  had  in 
possession  some  $1,700,  credited  to  Camp  Butler,  that  could  be  dis- 
bursed if  so  directed.  The  means  of  accounting  for  money  deposited 
by  individual  prisoners  is  safe  and  simple.  No  dissatisfaction  has  been 
expressed  or  losses  sustained.  The  trade  with  the  sutler,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  is  as  follows:  Money  is  received  and  placed  to  the  credit  of 
prisoner.  Receipt  is  given  to  him  for  the  amount.  The  prisoner  gives 
the  sutler  an  order  on  the  commanding  officer  for  a  stated  amount,  the 
sutler  giving  him  at  the  time  checks  for  the  amount  called  for  by  the 
order,  which  checks  are  received  at  the  sutler's  store  for  goods  from 
prisoners  only,  this  sutler  being  allowed  to  trade  with  only  prisoners, 
the  checks  being  useless  elsewhere  or  in  the  hands  of  any  one  else. 
The  sutler  handing  the  prisoner's  order  to  the  commanding  officer, 
receives  the  money  on  it.  I  called  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
officer  to  the  order  on  the  subject.  The  way  now  in  vogue  appears  to 
him  the  only  practical  way  of  dealing.  Strict  instructions  are  given 
to  the  guard  and  the  prisoners,  the  duties  of  the  one  and  the  privileges 
of  the  other  well  defined.  The  hospital  is  a  good  two-story  building, 
with  four  wards,  mess-room,  kitchen,  &c.,  adjoining  a  two-story  laun- 
dry. It  is  outside  the  prison  inclosure,  distant  about  200  yards,  in  a 
separate  inclosure.  Capacity,  200  to  225  beds.  Built  last  winter  and 
spring  at  a  cost  near  $10,000.  Occupied  in  April.  As  it  is  not  large 
enough  to  accommodate  all  the  sick  prisoners,  two  of  the  old  abandoned 
buildings  are  being  moved  into  the  hospital  inclosure,  which  will  give 
the  hospital  an  additional  capacity  of  seventy  beds.  This  will  accom- 
modate all  sick  prisoners,  except  smallpox  cases.    The  report  shows 
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forty-six  cases  of  smallpox.  They  are  treated  outside  the  camp  in  part 
of  a  building  that  was  used  as  cavalry  stables.  It  has,  however,  been 
converted  into  a  comfortable  ward;  is  well  ventilated  and  policed. 
Proper  precaution  is  taken  against  the  escape  of  prisoners  thus  detached 
from  the  main  camp.  The  hospital  is  quite  well  managed;  not,  how- 
ever, enough  attention  to  proper  police.  Seeing  the  camp  and  hospital, 
you  would  be  pleased  at  the  general  condition  and  management. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Inspector. 

[Inclosure.j 

Report  of  a  medical  inspection  of  the  camp  and  hospital  of  the  prisoners 
of  loar  .at  Gamp  Douglas,  III.,  commanded  by  Colonel  Sweet,  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  made  on  the  24th  and  25th  days  of  July,  1864,  by  C.  T. 
Alexander,  acting  medical  inspector,  U.  S.  Army. 

1.  Camp,  name  and  geographical  position — Camp  Douglas,  near  Chi- 
cago, 111.  2.  Topography  of  surrounding  country — prairie.  3.  Topog- 
raphy of  locality,  soil,  drainage— prairie,  soil  sandy,  drainage  good.  4. 
Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  effects— from  Chicago  Water-Works, 
sufficient,  good.  5.  Fuel,  whence  obtained,  kind,  supply— on  contract, 
wood  and  coal.  6.  Camp,  how  arranged,  how  long  occupied — in  square, 
for  prisoners  over  two  years.  7.  Camp,  previous  use  of  ground — fair 
grounds.  8.  Barracks,  construction,  size,  number  of  men  to  each — 
wooden,  70  feet  by  24  feet,  with  kitchen  20  by  24,  average  men  to  each 
170.  9.  Barracks,  heating,  cleansing,  ventilation— stoves,  clean,  imper- 
fectly ventilated,  need  roof  ventilation.  10.  Sinks  and  cesspools,  con- 
struction, position,  management — wood,  east  side  of  camp,  clean,  well 
managed.  11.  JBemovalofofifal  and  rubbish,  police  of  camp— very  good. 
12.  Rations,  quality,  quantity,  variety— quality,  quantity,  good;  health 
would  be  improved  by  greater  variety.  13.  Vegetables  and  pickles, 
kinds,  amount,  how  obtained— only  potatoes,  issued  agreeable  to  orders. 
14.  Rations,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  messing— Farmer's  boilers, 
daily  by  inspecting  officer,  no  mess  room.  15.  Clothing,  condition, 
deficiencies- fair,  sufficient.  16.  Men,  morale,  sanitary  condition,  per- 
sonal cleanliness— good  for  prisoners. 

1.  Hospital,  topography  of  locality,  soil,  drainage— same  as  camp, 
sandy  soil,  drainage  good.  2.  Hospital  buildings,  number,  kind,  capac- 
ity—one building,  two  wings,  wood,  capacity  for  200  to  225  beds.  3. 
Hospital,  warming,  ventilation,  lighting- stoves,  side,  end,  and  ridges, 
oil.  4.  Hospital  water-closets  and  sinks— sufficient,  good  drainage, 
police  fair.  5.  Hospital  discipline,  police— fair.  «.  Water,  source,  sup- 
ply, quality,  effects— same  as  camp.  7.  Fuel,  whence  obtained,  kind, 
supply— same  as  camp.  8.  Diet,  quality,  quantity,  and  variety— good, 
i)  Diet,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  messing— range,  cooking  stove,  by 
medical  officer,  mess-room.  10.  Medical  and  hospital  supplies,  quality, 
condition,  deficiencies— good.  11.  Instruments,  hospital,  personal,  con- 
dition deficiencies— sufficient.  12.  Commissary  stores,  medical  com- 
forts, condition,  deficiencies— good.  13.  Hospital  records  and  accounts— 
properly  kept  and  made  out.  14.  Hospital  muster  and  pay  rolls- 
properly  kept  and  made  out.  15.  Reports  of  the  sick  and  wounded, 
and  of  operations— properly  kept  and  made  out.  16.  Requisition  and 
returns— properly  kept  and  made  out.    17.  Morning  reports,  provision 
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returns — properly  kept  and  made  out.  18.  Hospital  fund,  how  expended, 
accounted  for,  condition — rationally,  properly,  end  of  June  $503.85,  19. 
Hospital  washing,  how  performed,  how  paid  for — ^by  prisoners,  washing 
machine. 

1.  Surgeons,  number  present,  absent — 1  assistant  of  volunteers 
present,  2.  Assistant  surgeons,  present,  absent — acting  assistants,  4 
present.  3.  Chaplains,  present,  absent— post  chaplain  officiates.  4. 
Hospital  stewards,  present,  absent — steward  of  post,  hospital  super- 
intendents. 5,  Cooks  and  nurses,  present,  absent — 10,  33,  prisoners. 
6,  Sick,  ratio  of,  to  strength  of  command — 5  per  cent,  7.  Sick,  con- 
dition, cleanliness — good.  8,  Sick,  beds  for,  superficial  area  and  air 
space  per  bed — sufficient.  9.  Medical  and  surgical  treatment — good. 
10.  Nursing,  how  performed — prisoners.  11.  Diseases  prevalent — 
diarrhea,  dysentery,  measles,  smallpox,  fevers.  12.  Diseases,  preven- 
tion, mitigation — probably  an  increased  supply  of  vegetables  might 
mitigate.  13.  Recoveries  from  diseases,  wounds,  rapid  or  tardy — 
tardy.  14.  Mortality  from  diseases,  wounds,  per  cent. — 10  per  cent, 
of  sick,  15.  Vaccination — discontinued  some  time  since  owing  to 
unhealthy  ulcers  following;  recommenced  four  days  since.  10.  Inter- 
ments, how  conducted  and  recorded — by  sexton  on  contract,  jiroper 
records  kept. 

Special  reports  respecting  the  skill,  efficiency,  and  conduct  of  officers 
and  attendants  connected  with  the  medical  department,  report  of 
vacancies  in  medical  department:  A.  M.  Sigmund,  assistant  surgeon 
of  volunteers,  in  charge,  efficient;  Actg.  Asst.  Surgs.  G.  W.  Bicknell, 
F.  A.  Emmons,  B.  F,  Jacobs,  C  B.  Lester,  reported  by  assistant  sur- 
geon in  charge  efficient. 

Instructions  and  directions  given  to  medical  officers,  recommenda- 
tions for  the  action  of  the  medical  inspector-general:  Needed  no 
instructions;  directed  to  improve  police  of  hospital. 

0.  T,  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners. 


[July  25,  1864.— For  General  Orders,  No.  101,  Department  of  the 
Gulf  (Banks),  declaring  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  delivered  at  Red 
River  Landing,  July  22,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLl,  Part  II,  p,  380,] 


Andersonville,  July  35,  lS6i. 
Hon.  J,  A.  Seddon  : 

L.  B.  Lowe,  of  Selma,  Ala.,  has  your  permission  to  visit  the  prison 
at  this  place  to  seek  workmen  for  a  rolling  mill.  He  has  found  them. 
Shall  I  deliver  them  to  him?  I  think  the  policy  a  very  doubtful  one. 
Please  answer  it  as  soon  as  convenient, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[IndorseDient.] 

July  26,  1864. 
Mr.  Lowe  may  take  the  workmen  on  their  parole,  so  that  they  may 
be  under  command. 

J.  A.  S. 
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Andersonville,  July  25,  1864. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

There  are  29,400  prisoners,  2,650  troops,  500  negroes  and  other 
laborers  and  not  a  ration  at  the  post.  There  is  great  danger  in  this 
state  of  things.  I  have  ordered  that  at  least  ten  days'  rations  should 
be  kept  on  hand,  but  it  has  never  been  done. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 
Commanding. 

[First  indorsement.] 

EespectfuUy  submitted  to  Commissary -General. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

The  relation  which  subsists  between  commissaries  of  posts  and  the 
commanding  officers  thereof,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  subsistence  of 
prisoners  of  war,  is  quite  diflferent  from  their  duties  connected  with 
troops.  In  the  former  relation  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  person  employed  in  feeding  the  prisoners;  if  he 
thinks  the  prisoners  are  likely  to  rebel  on  account  of  food  he  should 
state  the  case  to  the  Commissary- General. 

A  reference  to  the  acts  approved  May  21,  1861,  and  February  17, 
1864,  is  conclusive. 

Prisoners,  either  soldiers  or  sailors,  were  first  turned  over  to  the 
(Juartermaster-General  to  be  kept  in  custody  and  fed  by  him  and  his 
subordinates  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Now  the  latter  part  of  these  duties  are  by  law  devolved  on  the 
Commissary-General.  If  General  Winder  has  the  custody  of  the  pris- 
oners of  war  he  is  so  far  a  subordinate  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 
The  Commissary  General  claims  to  control  everythiujc  relating  to  sub- 
sisting them  through  his  subordinates.  If  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  post  thinks  anything  about  supplies  is  going  wrong  it  is  his  duty 
to  report  his  views  to  the  Commissary-General.  General  Winder  has 
no  right  to  give  any  orders  on  the  subject  according  to  my  understand- 
ing of  the  iaws,  and  practice  liitherto,  when  the  Quartermaster-General 
had  charge  of  the  prisoners'  subsistence  and  the  Commissary-General 
furnished  the  stores. 

The  supplies  for  the  prisoners  are  furnished  by  the  district  commis- 
sary. Second  District  of  Georgia,  who  has  long  been  under  orders  to 
send  stores  for  the  array  of  Virginia  as  fast  as  possible  hither. 

Had  General  Winder's  orders  for  ten  days'  rations  for  over  32,000 
men  to  be  kept  ahead  been  complied  with,  I  should  have  counter- 
manded it  to  the  district  commissary.  The  reasons  against  such  accu- 
mulation are  greater  now  than  before.  The  West  Point  Railroad  is 
cut.  Fifteen  or  twenty  days  will  be  required  to  repair  it  if  we  suc- 
(!eed  in  keeping  it  open ;  hence  the  support  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee 
is  on  Georgia,  which  must  still  furnish  Virginia  with  stores.  Alabama 
had  previously  supplied  the  former  army  with  corn,  while  the  troops  on 
the  waters  of  tlie  Atlantic  drew  from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 

Meanwhile  we  have  no  money  either  to  buy  or  impress  provisions. 
See  my  paper  of  July  2  instant.  General  Winder  thinks  the  prisoners 
should  have  ten  days'  ahead,  while  the  army  may  be  restricted  in  a  day's 
ration.  And  during  this  camj^aign  around  liichniond,  witli  all  the  roads 
cut,  a  deficiency  below  what  was  here  would  have  been  critical. 


500  PRISONERS   OP   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

If  General  Winder  thinks  that  the  subsistence  of  the  prisoners  has 
been  or  is  critical,  and  he  is  anxious  about  their  remaining  quiet  or  in 
good  condition,  he  can  communicate  with  the  Commissary- General  on 
the  subject  if  be  pleases,  and  he  will  bring  to  his  mind  appropriate 
considerations  which  may  satisfy  bis  anxiety  about  them,  or  if  he  pre- 
fers to  communicate  with  the  Quartermast«r-General,  who  is  responsible 
for  their  custody,  the  latter  will  receive  from  the  Commissary-General 
such  information  which  will  satisfy  him  that  the  prisoners  will  be  duly 
cared  for  and  not  suffer  until  the  army  is  pinched. 

EespectftiUy  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

L.  B.  NOETHJiOP, 
Gommissarv- General  of  Subsistence. 

Returned  July  28,  1864. 

Benjamin  F.  Butler,  major-general,  U.  S.  Army,  informs  the  Confed- 
erate agent  of  exchange  that  the  within-named  Confederate  officers  at 
Fort  Delaware  have  been  placed  in  close  confinement  in  cells  in  retalia- 
tion for  the  like  confinement  of  the  within-named  Federal  officers  in 
the  Libby  in  alleged  retaliation  for  treatment  of  certain  Confederates  in 
l^orthern  prisons. 

llndorsement.] 

July  25, 1864. 

Eeferred  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Fedeial  officers  named  herein  were  placed  in  the  basement  of  the 
Libby  (misnamed  cells),  in  retaliation  for  the  confinement  of  four  of 
our  soldiers  at  Johnson's  Island.  It  was  done  in  pursuance  of  your 
order.  I  will  thank  the  Honorable  Secretary  for  instructions  in  the 
premises. 

[RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange.] 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  July  26^  1864. 
Col.  C.  C.  DWIGHT, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  New  Orleans : 
Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  exchange  the  Louisiana  brigade.  Con- 
federate Army,  captured  and  paroled  at  Vicksburg,   Miss.,   for  an 
equivalent  number  of  prisoners  now  held  by  the  Confederate  forces 
under  the  command  of  General  E.  K.  Smith. 

The  Helena  prisoners  referred  to  in  the  communication  of  Major 
Szymanski  are  not  now  under  General  Canby's  control,  but  an  appli- 
cation will  be  made  to  have  them  sent  here  with  a  view  to  their  being 
exchanged.  The  captures  made  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Major-General  Steele,  from  the  forces  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, will  be  included  in  any  arrangement,  keeping  in  view  the  prin- 
ciples prescribed  by  the  cartel  of  July  22, 1862,  and  the  instructions 
hereafter  given  you. 

Tou  will  please  ascertain  from  Major  Szymanski  whether  supplies,  for 
the  relief  of  our  prisoners  remaining  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Confederate 
troops,  may  be  sent  to  them,  and  the  extent  anil  condition  upon  which 
they  can  be  sent. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Canby  : 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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War  Department,  Washington  City,  July  26, 1804. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East,  New  York  : 

General  :  Major  Turner  has  referred  to  me  a  letter  of  Major  BoUes 
of  the  23(1  instant,  respecting  nineteen  prisoners  held  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
whose  discharge  has  been  recommended  by  the  military  commission  of 
which  Colonel  Howe  is  president.  These  prisoners,  it  appears,  are 
blockade-runners,  committed  by  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  I  do  not  know  how  the  misunderstanding  arose  which  led  to  the 
opinion  that  they  were  held  subject  to  the  orders  of  this  Department, 
but  it  is  important  that  it  should  now  be  clearly  understood  that  they 
are  prisoners  of  the  Navy  Department  alone,  held  under  warrant  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  be  released  under  his  authority  alone. 
The  War  Department  has  nothing  to  do  with  them  except  to  keep  them 
as  an  act  of  courtesy  to  the  Navy  Department.  They  are  accordingly 
not  proper  subjects  of  any  inquiry  by  any  military  commission  whose 
autbority  is  derived  from  the  Secretary  of  War  or  from  any  officer  of 
the  Army.  Any  investigation  into  their  officers,  or  the  reason  why 
they  are  held  as  prisoners,  must  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
alone,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  has  no  orders  to  give  respecting  them, 
except  that  they  are  to  be  confined  so  long  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
shall  require.  Any  inquiries  respecting  them  made  by  friends  or 
attorneys  are  to  be  referred  to  the  Navy  Department,  by  which  also 
any  charges  should  be  borne  of  which  these  prisoners  may  be  the 
occasion. 

The  list  which  has  been  furnished  me  contains  the  names  of  nineteen 
men  only,  but  many  others  have  been  imprisoned  in  Fort  Lafayette,  by 
the  same  authorities,  for  the  same  reasons,  whose  names  are  not  included 
in  this  list.  Some  of  these  were  very  dangerous  men,  being  skillful 
pilots,  engineers,  and  sea  captains  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  I  trust  that  although  they  are  not  reported  as 
still  held  in  prison  they  have  not  through  any  inadvertence  or  mis- 
apprehension been  set  at  liberty.  Among  the  nineteen  names,  1  find 
one  only,  G.  W.  Stoll,  who  has  been  turned  over  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  the  War  Department,  to  be  treated  either  as  a  prisoner  of  war 
or  unconditionally  released  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  determine,  but 
I  believe  also  that  others  have  been  similarly  turned  over.  Of  course 
all  such  cases  pass  out  of  the  category  of  naval  prisoners  into  that  of 
prisoners  of  the  War  Department,  respecting  whom  orders  may  be 
sought  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  am,  jreueral,  very  respecluUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

C,  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  )        Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  175.  ]  Richmond,  July  26, 1864. 

#  .*  #  #  *  *  * 

XLVIII.  Brig.  Gen.  John  H,  Winder,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S,,  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  military  prisons  in  the  States  of  Georgia 
and  Alabama,  and  Brig.  Gen.  W.  M.  Gardner,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 
to  the  command  of  the  military  prisons  in  the  other  States  east  of  the 
Mississippi  Eiver.    In  reference  to  all  matters  relating  to  prisons  and 
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prisoners  they  will  coinmuuicate  directly  with  and  receive  orders  from 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  (ieneral. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Adams'  Eun,  July  26, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

I  have  jnst  received  telegram  from  General  Winder  saying  that  by 
your  authority  he  will  send  to  Charleston  on  Thursday  000  Federal 
officers,  prisoners  of  war,  and  continue  to  send  until  all  the  officers, 
prisoners,  are  sent.  The  ])resence  of  so  many  prisoners  in  Charleston 
will  complicate  negotiations  for  exchange  of  those  now  there.  If  the 
prisoners  must  be  sent  from  Macon  allow  me  to  exercise  some  discre- 
tion as  to  where  they  shall  be  confined,  and,  if  possible,  give  me  a 
few  additional  troops.  I  left  Charleston  this  morning;  will  return 
to-morrow. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-  General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  27,  1864. 
Col.  J.  A.  Hardie,  Inspector  General,  War  Department: 

Colonel:  There  are  now  at  Point  Lookout  11,430  prisoners  of  war; 
3,059  have  been  removed  to  Elmita.  A  steamer  will  leave  Point  Look- 
out to  day  with  850  and  another  steamer  carrying  about  the  same  num- 
ber will  sail  on  day  after  to-morrow.  A  suitable  steamer  will  be  avail- 
able about  every  other  day,  which  is  as  fast  as  the  rolls  and  other 
preparations  can  be  made.  I  propose  to  remove  in  all  8,000  to  Elmira, 
which  will  leave  at  Point  Lookout  0,000  to  7,000. 

The  guard  at  the  depot  consists  of  two  regiments  of  veteran  reserves, 
one  of  100  days'  men  and  one  Massachusetts  colored  regiment.  There 
were  four  gun-boats  at  the  Point  a  few  days  since,  including  the  steam 
frigate  Minnesota,  and  I  have  not  heard  that  any  have  been  ordered 
away.  The  two  necks  of  land  which  connect  the  Point  with  the  main 
land  are  cut  by  a  stockade  and  field-work  each,  the  latter  to  guard 
against  attack  from  without  and  the  former  to  meet  any  effort  of  the 
prisoners  to  liberate  themselves.  With  proper  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
the  troops  stationed  there  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  gun-boats  no 
successful  attack  can  be  made  on  the  depot. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  July  27,  1864. 
Col.  W.  P.  EiCHARDSON,  Commanding  Camp  Chase,  Ohio  : 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  reporting  the  escape  and 
recapture  of  twenty-one  prisoners,  is  received.  It  appears  to  me  as 
something  very  remarkable  that  twenty-one  prisoners  could  in  the  day- 
time rush  through  the  prison  guard  and  make  their  escape  without 
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injury  to  but  one  of  them.  If  the  care  of  the  gate  when  open  was 
intrusted  to  a  single  sentinel,  and  he  armed  only  with  his  musket,  I 
can  understand  how  the  thing  was  possible;  but  as  it  is  not  reasonable 
to  believe  that  such  a  state  of  things  was  permitted,  some  explanations 
are  necessary.  Please  report  the  organization  of  your  prison  guard, 
the  nuniber  on  post  at  a  time,  the  orders  given  to  sentinels,  and  the 
special  duties  of  the  guard,  with  a  view  to  the  safe  custody  of  the  pris- 
oners. Report  the  number  of  officers  on  guard,  their  duties,  and  in 
what  manner  the  men  of  the  guard  are  instructed  in  their  duties.  You 
have  400  revolvers  for  this  service.  Are  your  guards  armed  with  them, 
aud  are  they  instructed  how  to  use  them? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  27, 1864. 
Col.  J.  C.  Strong, 

Commanding  Camp  Douglas,  near  Chicago,  III.: 
Sir  :  The  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  has  reported  thatnotwith- 
standing  the  orders  from  this  Department  under  date  of  1st  instant,  you 
continue  your  headquarters  in  the  city  of  Chicago.  Your  attention  is 
drawn  to  the  requirements  of  that  order,  which  direct  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  camp  to  take  up  his  quarters  at  Camp  Douglas,  in  order 
that  his  personal  attention  may  be  given  to  the  affairs  of  that  camp. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  W.  A.  NICHOLS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  July  37, 1864. 
An  appeal  to  the  citizens  of  Macon,  Randolph,  Schley,  Terrell,  Baker, 
Calhoun,  Lee,  Sumter,  aud  Dougherty  Counties : 
Prominent  citizens  have  suggested  that  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country  would  be  promoted  by  au  appeal  to  the  people  to  furnish 
at  this  time  labor  enough  to  complete  at  once  the  fortifications  at  this 
post,  I  am  informed  that  the  farming  communities  can  better  spare 
their  entire  force  at  tltis  particular  season  than  a  small  portion  at  a 
later  period.  The  Ibrtilicatious  of  this  post  must  be  constructed  at 
once.  The  safety  of  the  very  country  and  people  upon  whom  I  call, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  Government,  demand  that  it  shall  be  done. 
The  engineer  in  charge  says  with  2,000  negroes,  properly  supplied  with 
axes,  spades,  and  picks,  and  supported  by  the  requisite  number  of 
wagons  and  teams,  he  can  complete  the  work  in  ten  days.  Each  owner, 
so  far  as  is  practicable,  will  send  these  implements  with  his  negroes. 
The  counties  above  mentioned  are  rich  aud  prosperous.  I  appeal  to 
the  people  to  send  at  once  the  required  force  and  save  themselves  from 
the  necessity  of  impressment.  Whether  the  works  are  completed  or 
not  the  negroes  shall  be  returned  to  secure  fodder,  &c.  Two  thousand 
negroes  and  fifty  wagons  and  teams  are  required.  Provisions  and 
forage  are  scarce  and  each  owner  will  send  food  aud  forage  for  his 
hands  and  horses.    So  far  as  (tan  be  foreseen,  this  will  be  the  last  call 


504  PRISONERS   OF   WAR    A.ND   STATE,  ETC. 

made  upon  tbe  people  for  this  post.  I  have  authority  to  make  impress- 
ments, but  tbe  patriotic  response  iu  the  late  emergeucy  makes  it 
desirous,  if  possible,  to  avoid  the  exercise  of  this  power. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Office  Commissaby-Genbral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  July  28,  1864. 
Col.  C.  W.  Hill, 

Gommaviding  Johnson's  Island,  near  Sandusky  City,  Ohio : 

Colonel  :  Tlio  report  of  Surgeon  Alexander,  acting  medical  inspector 
of  prisoners,  shows  the  condition  of  the  police  of  the  depot  under  your 
command  to  be  in  a  most  censurable  condition,  oven  much  worse  than 
I  had  been  led  to  believe  by  the  meager  reports  of  Major  Scovill,  and 
you  are  required  to  institute  immediately  an  entire  and  thorough 
reform.  As  a  first  step  you  will  immediately  erect  two  mess-rooms, 
with  kitchens  to  each;  the  kitchen  twenty-five  to  thirty  feet  broad  and 
seven  to  nine  feet  high,  as  will  best  suit  the  lumber.  Windows  on  each 
side,  six  lights,  nine  by  fourteen,  ten  feet  apart,  those  on  one  side 
being  opposite  tlie  interval  on  the  other.  The  posts,  or  studding,  three 
by  four,  will  be  set  in  the  ground,  so  that  no  sills  will  be  required.  If 
the  ground  is  too  much  inclined  for  a  gravel  floor,  put  in  a  rough  board 
floor.  Place  tbe  two  buildings  parallel  to  the  line  of  the  barracks  and 
opposite  the  middle  block  in  each,  half  on  tbe  lower  side  00  to  100  feet 
from  them.  The  kitchen  will  be  furnished  with  one  cooking-stove  and 
as  many  Farmer's  boilers,  GO  to  120  gallons,  as  may  be  necessary.  Of 
course  the  boilers  now  on  hand  will  be  used.  A  mess-ioom  210  feet 
long,  with  four  tables  2^  feet  broad,  will  accommodate  1,000  men,  at 
two  sittings  2,000  men,  and  the  two  mess  rooms  will  accommodate  4,000 
prisoners — as  many  as  you  are  likely  to  have.  Commence  this  work 
immediately  and  make  a  weekly  report  of  its  progress  on  Saturdays, 
giving  a  detail  of  what  has  been  done.  The  work  must  be  hurried  for- 
ward with  all  dispatch,  and  if  you  cannot  get  lumber  from  Saginaw 
without  too  much  delay,  you  must  purchase  in  Sandusky. 

I  have  heretofore  (May  29)  written  you  about  the  sinks  and  the 
necessity  of  moving  tbe  rear  fence,  and  I  had  reason  to  expect  that 
you  would  pay  some  attention  to  my  instructions,  but  it  appears  they 
have  been  entirely  neglected.  You  will  immediately  carry  out  those 
instructions,  which  were  based  on  your  own  recommendation.  The 
sinks  must  be  immediately  put  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Eeport 
your  action  on  these  instructions. 

It  is  reported  that  your  sutler  is  dealing  with  the  prisoners  by  means 
of  checks,  which  is  a  violation  of  paragraph  14  of  the  circular  from 
this  office  of  April  20,  and  it  is  further  reported  that  there  are  sub- 
sutlers  for  each  barrack,  whose  charges  are  unreasonably  high.  If 
these  things  are  so  you  have  violated  and  neglected  your  duty  iu  per- 
mitting them.  Please  report  immediately  in  what  manner  the  trade  of 
the  sutler  is  conducted,  and  send  a  list  of  his  prices.  Paragraph  14 
requires  the  sutler  to  sell  on  orders  on  the  commanding  officer,  which 
the  prisoner  signs;  he  receives  the  articles  he  wishes,  which  are  enu- 
merated on  the  back  of  the  order,  and  this  order  is  presented  to  the 
officer  holding  the  prisoner's  money  for  payment  at  the  end  of  the  week, 
or  other  convenient  time. 

You  will  immediately  erect  a  wash-house  near  the  lower  fence  for  the 
use  of  the  prisoners,  twenty  feet  by  Ibrty  feet.    Lest  it  may  be  lost 
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sight  of,  I  think  it  proper  to  remind  you  that  while  the  work  is  in 
progress  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  the  prisoners 
appropriating  tools  or  lumber  which  they  could  make  use  of  in  effect- 
ing their  escape.  You  are  expected  to  take  all  proper  precautious  to 
guard  against  any  escape. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissaky-Geneeal  of  Peisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  28,  1664. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Geneeal:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date  in  relation  to  clothing  issued  to  prisoners 
of  war  at  the  Lincoln  General  Hospital,  and  I  beg  to  inform  you,  in 
reply,  that  the  surgeon  in  charge  has  been  directed  to  issue  only 
inferior  clothing,  for  which  he  is  required  to  make  proper  requisitions. 
We  have  now  about  60,000  prisoners  of  war  on  hand,  for  one-third  of 
wliom  it  may  be  expected  we  will  have  to  furnish  coats,  i^ants,  shirts, 
socks,  shoes,  and  blankets.  The  number  of  prisoners  on  hand  will 
probably  increase,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  suflBcieut  supply 
of  the  above  named  articles  of  inferior  quality  for  35,000  prisoners 
may  be  provided.  I  am  informed  that  there  are  large  amounts  of 
unclaimed  clothing  at  some  of  the  general  hospitals,  and  1  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  it  may  be  issued  to  prisoners. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissaey-Geneeal  of  Pkisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  28, 1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  Eastman, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Ulmira,  N.  Y. : 
Colonel:  Tour  letter  of  the  25th  instant  is  received.  You  are 
authorized  to  lease  a  half-acre  lot  in  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  in  Elmira, 
as  a  burying  ground  for  deceased  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  used  during 
the  war,  at  the  price  named  by  you  (1300),  and  you  are  also  authorized 
to  employ  a  laborer  at  $40  per  month  to  dig  the  graves.  Your  recom- 
mendation that  the  running  gear  of  a  wagon  be  purchased,  to  be  con- 
verted into  a  hearse,  is  approved. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Davenport,  Iowa,  July  28, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  I).  C. : 
Colonel  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  of  inspec- 
tion of  camp  and  hospital  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Rock  Island,  111. 
The  camp  is  well  managed.    Colonel  Caiaher,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
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has  immediate  cliarge  of  prisoners  of  war.  I  find  no  abases  or  slioi  I 
comings  to  wbich  your  attention  should  be  specially  directed.  Prison 
fund,  end  of  June,  amounted  to  $14,874.98,  with  some  outstanding 
debts  unpaid.  The  chief  expenditure  during  the  month  had  been  for 
building  material.  The  system  of  accounting  for  money  deposited  by 
individual. prisoners  is  very  good.  Accounts  accurately  kept  and  bal 
auced.  Here  all  trade  with  the  sutler  is  done  by  orders  of  the  com- 
manding officer.  The  system  works  well  and  is  satisfactory.  The 
instructions  to  the  guard  are  definite  and  forcibly  impressed  upon  them. 
Being  100-days'  men,  it  is  difficult  to  get  them  in  all  cases  well  under- 
stood. It  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  have  suitable  water- 
works erected  for  supplying  the  entire  camp  with  water.  For  some 
reason  (misunderstanding  as  to  the  cost  of  the  masonry  of  the  reser- 
voir, I  am  informed)  this  order  has  been  countermanded.  Should 
the  work,  upon  which  already  much  has  been  done,  be  completed,  it 
would  be  a  great  advantage.  The  management  of  the  sinks,  as  now, 
will  do  very  well  for  the  summer,  but  in  winter,  when  everything  is 
frozen,  they  must,  unless  i)laced  over  ]>roper  drainage,  prove  a  great 
nuisance.  Anything  you  may  be  pleased  to  do  toward  forwarding  the 
completion  of  the  water- works  before  winter  will  be  of  great  advantage 
as  to  maintaining  the  now  well-policed  condition  of  the  camp.  The 
hospital  is  well  managed  by  Surg.  William  Watson,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
The  inmates  of  it  are  well  provided  with  all  necessaries  and  well  taken 
care  of.  The  fund  at  end  of  June  was  $2,084.99,  properly  accounted 
for  and  economically  disbursed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners. 

[Inclosure.] 

Report  of  a  medical  inspection  of  the  camp  and.  hospital  of  the  RocTc 
Island  prisoners,  commanded  by  ColonelJohnson,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
made  on  the  26th  and  27th  days  of  July,  1864,  by  Surg.  C.  T.  Alexander, 
acting  medical  inspector,  U.  8,  Army. 

1.  Camp,  name  and  geographical  position — Rock  Island  Barracks, 
Rock  Island,  111.  2.  Topography  of  surrounding  country — water.  3. 
Topography  of  locality,  soil,  drainage — gently  undulating,  soil  alluvial, 
drainage  good.  4.  Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  efi'ects — artesian 
well,  one,  and  by  force  pumps  from  river,  good,  sufficient,  5.  Fuel, 
whence  obtained,  kind,  supply — coal,  on  contract,  good,  abundant.  6. 
Camp,  how  arranged,  how  long  occupied — in  square,  occupied  since 
December,  18G3.  7.  Barracks,  construction,  size,  number  of  men  to 
each — wooden,  22  feet  by  100  feet,  120  men  to  each.  8.  Barracks,  heat- 
ing, cleansing,  ventilation — by  stoves,  good,  sides  and  ridge.  9.  Sinks 
and  cesspools,  construction,  position,  management — wooden,  with  jiort- 
able  barrels,  one  end  each  street  north  and  south  of  camp,  manage- 
ment good.  10.  Removal  of  offal  and  rubbish,  police  of  camp — good. 
11.  Rations,  quality,  quantity,  variety — quality,  quantity  good,  variety 
limited  in  vegetables.  12.  Rations,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  mess- 
ing— Farmer's  boilers,  inspected  by  Colonel  Caraher,  and  assistants, 
no  mess-room.  13.  Clothing,  condition,  deficiencies — fair,  sufficient. 
14.  Men,  morale,  sanitary  condition,  personal  cleanliness — good,  for 
prisoners. 
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1.  Hospital,  topography  of  locality,  soil,  draiiiase — Rock  Island,  soil 
alluvial,  drainage  good.  2,  Hosi)italbuildings,nuiiilier,  kind,  capacity — 
wards  fourteen,  with  executive  building,  kitchen,  laundry,  mess-room, 
&c.,  frame;  capacity,  forty  beds  to  ward  give  711  cubic  feet  to  patient, 
tifty  beds  give  570  feet  to  man.  3.  Hospital,  warming,  veutilatiou,  light- 
ing— stoves,  side,  ridge,  and  ends,  coal  oil.  4.  Hospital  water-closets 
and  sinks — one  general  and  one  to  each  ward,  frame  with  portable  pots, 
emptied  twice  daily.  5.  Hospital  discipline,  ])olice — good.  0.  Water, 
source,  supply,  quality,  effects — wells  for  drinking  and  cooking,  carted 
from  river  for  washing,  good,  fairly  suflicient.  7.  Fuel,  whence 
obtained,  kind,  supply — coal,  good,  abundant.  8.  Diet,  quality,  quan- 
tity, and  variety — good.  9.  I)iet,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  mess- 
ing— by  range,  by  medical  officer  in  charge,  mess-room.  10.  Medical 
and  hospital  supplies,  quality,  condition,  deticiencies — good,  no  defi- 
ciencies. 11.  Instruments,  hospital,  personal,  condition,  deficiencies — 
sufficient.  12.  Commissary  stores,  medical  comforts,  condition,  defici- 
encies— good.  13.  Hospital  records  and  accounts — properly  made  out 
and  kept.  14.  Hospital  muster  and  pay  rolls — properly  made  out  and 
kept.  15.  Reports  of  sick  and  wounded,  and  of  operations — properly 
made  out  and  kept.  10.  Requisitions  and  returns — properly  made  out 
and  kept.  17.  Morning  reports,  provision  returns — properly  made  out 
and  kept.  18.  Hospital  fund,  how  expended,  accounted  for,  condition — 
properly,  on  hand  end  June  $2,684.99.  Hospital  washing,  how  per- 
formed, how  paid  for — by  prisoners. 

1.  Surgeons,  number  present,  absent — 1.  2.  Assistant  surgeons, 
present,  absent^ — 1 ;  7  acting  assistant  surgeons,  1  absent.  3.  Chap- 
lains, present,  absent — post  chaplain  officiates.  4.  Hospital  stewards, 
present,  absent — 2  hospital  stewards,  regular.  5.  Cooks  and  nurses, 
present,  absent — prisoners  of  war,  7  cooks,  87  nurses.  6.  Sick,  ratio 
of,  to  number  of  t)risoners — 6.1  to  100.  7.  Sick,  condition,  cleanliness — 
good.  8.  Sick,  beds  for,  superficial  area  and  air  space  per  bed — 
sufficient.  9.  Medical  and  surgical  treatment— good.  10.  Surgical 
operations,  how  yjcrformed — by  surgeon  in  charge.  11.  Nursing,  how 
performed — by  prisoners  of  war.  12.  Diseases  prevalent — diarrhea, 
dysentery,  pneumonia,  febris,  scurvy,  small  extent.  13.  Diseases, 
prevention,  mitigation — probably  improved  by  issue  of  more  vege- 
tables. 14.  Recoveries  from  diseases,  wounds,  rapid  or  tardy — tardy. 
15.  Mortality  from  diseases,  wounds,  per  cent. — 2.2  to  100  sick.  16. 
Vaccination — all  men  are  now  vaccinated;  all  on  hand  vaccinated  in 
last  three  months.  17.  Interments,  how  conducted  and  recorded — by 
a  proper  detail,  properly  recorded 

Absent  medical  officers  accounted  for — R.  R.  Hall;  rank,  acting 
assistant  surgeon ;  cause  of  absence,  sickness  in  family ;  date  of  leaving 
command,  July  22,  1864. 

Special  reports  respecting  the  skill,  efficiency,  and  conduct  of  officers 
and  attendants  connected  with  the  medical  department,  report  of 
vacancies  in  medical  department:  William  Watson,  surgeon,  volun- 
teers, in  charge,  efficient;  M.  King  Moxley,  assistant  surgeon,  volun- 
teers, executive  officer.  Acting  assistant  surgeons — James  E.  Brooke, 
efficient;  Henry  F.  Salter,  should  be  relieved  as  a  sympathizer,  sus- 
pected of  carrying  news  and  articles  to  prisoners;  P.  A.  Baldwin, 
efficient;  M.  k!^  Gleason,  efficient;  R.  R.  Hall,  etlicient;  Lucius  Mills, 
efficient:  N.  B.  Matthews,  efficient;  James  McCortney,  efficient. 

0.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners. 
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Cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  eaptured,  respectively,  from  the  com- 
mands of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  B.  S.  Ganby,  U.  8.  Army,  and  General  jE.  Kirhy 
Smith,  G.  S.  Army,  made  at  Bed  Biver  Landing,  La.,  July  28,  1864. 

Tlie  uudersigned  appointed  commissioners,  respectively,  by  Maj.  Gen. 
E.  E.  S.  Cauby,  U.  S.  Army,  and  General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army, 
for  the  purpose  of  arranging  and  agreeing  upon  a  cartel  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners  of  war  belonging  to  the  above  mentioned  commanders,  do 
hereby  agree  ujwn  the  following  articles,  viz: 

I.  All  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  C.  S.  Army  belonging  to 
the  organization  known  as  the  Louisiana  Brigade  who  were  captured 
and  paroled  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  July  4, 1863,  and  who  are  now  within 
the  Trans  Mississippi  Department,  commanded  by  General  Smith, 
shall  be  exchanged,  officer  for  officer  and  enlisted  man  for  enlisted  man 
(according  to  the  scale  of  equivalents),  for  the  same  or  an  equivalent 
number  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  heretofore  captured  from  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  by  the  forces  of  General  Smith  and  con- 
fined as  prisoners  of  war  at '  amp  Ford,  near  Tyler,  Tex. 

Lists  of  the  officers  and  men  above  mentioned  of  the  Louisiana  IJri- 
gade  will  be  furnished  to  Colonel  Dwight  by  Major  Szymanski  as  soon 
as  practicable,  and  the  officers  and  men  so  enumerated  shall  be  held  to 
be  exchanged  and  may  be  so  declared  upon  the  delivery  to  the  com- 
missioner of  General  Canby  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  to  be 
exchanged  for  them  as  above  provided. 

IL  All  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  G.  S.  Army  now  held  by 
Major-General  Steele,  U.  S.  Army,  as  prisoners  of  war  heretofore  cap- 
tured from  the  iorcies  of  General  Smith,  0.  S.  Army,  shall  be  exchanged, 
officer  for  officer  and  enlisted  man  for  enlisted  man  (or  according  to  the 
scale  of  equivalents),  for  the  same  or  an  equivalent  number  of  the  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men  heretofore  captured  from  the  (command  of  Major- 
General  Steele  by  the  forces  of  General  Smith  and  confined  as  pris- 
oners of  war  at  Oamp  Ford,  near  Tyler,  Tex. 

III.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  forces  of  General  Smith,  captured  at 
Helena,  Ark.,  not  now  being  withiu  the  control  of  Major-General 
Oanby,  their  exchange  cannot  be  certainly  agreed  upon,  but  Major- 
General  Canby  will  make  application  for  their  return  to  this  depart- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  exchange,  and,  if  his  application  be  granted, 
will  exchange  them  for  the  same,  or  an  equivalent  number  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
General  Smith. 

IV.  Due  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  commissioner  of  Major-General 
Canby  to  the  commissioner  of  General  Smith  of  the  number  of  pris- 
oners to  be  delivered  by  the  former  to  the  latter  under  each  of  Articles 
II  and  III. 

V.  The  place  of  delivery  of  the  prisoners  of  both  sides  to  be  ex- 
changed shall  be  the  Ked  Eiver  Landing,  near  the  month  of  Eed  River, 
in  the  Parish  of  Pointe  Coup.4e,  unless  changed  by  future  agreement 
between  the  parties  hereto. 

VI.  The  exchange  and  delivery  of  prisoners  herein  provided  for  shall 
be  simultaneous  and  shall  be  fixed  by  future  correspondence  at  as  early 
a  day  as  practicable. 

VII.  It  is  understood  and  provided  that  if  any  of  the  troops  of  the 
Louisiana  Brigade  shall  have  been  exchanged  before  the  execution  of 
this  agreement  by  the  general  agent  of  exchange  at  Richmond,  Arti- 
cle I  of  this  agreement  shall  be  so  far  inoperative  and  void,  but  shall 
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be  carried  into  eflfect  in  respect  to  any  portion  of  said  brigade  not 
embraced  in  sucli  exchange  declared  at  Richmond. 

CHARLES  C.  DWIGHT, 
Col.  and  Agt.  of  Exchange,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 

IG.  SZYMANSKI, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange. 
Approved  August  4, 1864. 

ED.  K.  S.  CANBY, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  July  28, 1864. 
Oapt.  D.  W.  VowLES, 
CaptW.S.  Winder: 

Captains:  By  Special  Orders,  No.  143,  you  will  proceed,  as  directed, 
to  select  a  site  for  a  new  prison  in  the  neighborhood  therein  designated. 
After  selecting  the  site  you  will  secure  by  rent  the  land,  water  privi- 
leges, timber,  and  such  houses  adjacent  as  may  be  thought  advisable. 
You  will  use  a  sound  discretion  in  your  selection,  conferring  with  reli- 
able men  in  the  vicinity  as  to  the  health  of  the  location,  &c. 
Notify  me  by  telegrams  as  soon  as  you  have  made  the  selection. 
Respectfully, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Oaeolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

.  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  July  29, 1864. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

Colonel  :  The  steamer  New  York  is  now  in  Philadelphia  undergoing 
repairs,  and  is  expected  to  be  ready  to  return  here  early  next  week,  in 
which  case  I  can  receive  the  rebel  medical  officers  now  confined  at  Fort 
Delaware,  and  thus  save  the  trouble  and  expense  of  an  extra  or  special 
guard  from  there.  If  this  meets  your  approbation  please  instruct 
General  Schoepf  to  deliver  to  me  such  as  you  desire  to  have  returned 
to  their  own  lines.  I  expect  to  go  up  early  next  week,  and  if  there  are 
any  medical  officers  in  Washington  or  at  Point  Lookout  to  be  sent 
home  they  may  be  forwarded  here  at  once. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  MULFORD, 
Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 


Hdqes.  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  July  29, 1864. 

Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  B.  C.  : 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  this  date  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  statement  about  the  conspiracy  referred  to  in 
my  communication  of  the  24th  instant.  H.  B.  Frazer,  an  old  man  over 
sixty  years  of  age,  confined  here  since  January  9,  1864,  sent  me  an 
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anonymous  note  stating  that  an  attempt  by  a  number  of  prisoners  to 
escape  would  be  made;  also  saying  that  Belkand  Bird  were  the  leaders 
in  the  conspiracy.  I  immediately  investigated  the  matter,  and  upon 
examination  discovered  an  aperture  in  the  partition  separating  the  pris- 
oners sufficently  to  allow  the  passage  of  a  man's  body.  I  then  isolated 
from  the  prisoners  the  following  men  implicated  in  the  conspiracy,  put 
them  in  irons,  and  confined  them  alone  in  casemate  No.  1 ,  to  wit:  Alex- 
ander White,  in  irons;  A.  (x.  Bird,  in  irons;  L. T.  Belk,  in  irons;  Israel 
Putnam,  J.  W.  O'Neil.  Upon  questioning  L.  T.  Belk,  after  being  in 
irons  some  time,  he  admitted  that  an  attempt  to  escape  was  contem- 
plated and  that  a  boat  was  to  be  in  waiting  off  the  port.  In  his  state- 
ment he  also  implicated  Gapt.  R.  Lockwood,  a  blockade  runner,  who  was 
reconflned  for  offering  a  bribe  for  liberation  from  Ludlow  street  jail. 
Also  a  Capt.  T.  M.  Harris,  a  blocknde-runner,  claiming  to  be  a  British 
subject.  Frazer  has  been  released  a  few  days  ago  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  unconditionally,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  his  timely  warning 
and  information  frustrated  the  attempt  to  escape  and  allowed  me  to  place 
in  close  confinement  the  leaders  of  the  conspiracy. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutetmnt- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


[July  29, 1864. — For  Foster  to  Jones,  in  regard  to  special  exchanges, 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  198.J 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  29,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  N.  G.  Watts,  Agent  of  Exchange,  Jackson,  Miss. : 

Sir:  Tour  favor  of  July  '2  is  before  me.  You  state  you  "have 
effected  a  few  individual  exchanges"  at  Vicksburg.  How  am  I  to 
understand  you  ?  Did  you  give  equivalents  for  them  ?  You  are  aware 
that  the  Confederate  Government  for  many  months  past  has  refused  to 
make  partial,  special,  or  individual  exchanges.  We  insist  upon  the 
terms  of  the  cartel,  and  demand  the  release  of  all  the  excess  on  either 
side  to  be  on  parole.  This  the  Federals  refuse  to  do,  and  I  have  been 
instructed  to  notify  them  that  unless  this  is  done  they  shall  have  none 
of  their  prisoners.  This  I  have  done,  and  therefore  no  deliveries  are 
made  here,  and  of  course  no  exchanges.  It  is  extremely  important  we 
should  have  uniformity  of  action  and  that  the  same  rule  should  be  fol 
lowed  East  and  West.  Acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  I  have  notified  Lieut.  Gen.  Kirby  Smith  to  hold  on  to  all  his 
captures.  Only  in  this  way  can  we  bring  the  enemy  to  terms.  More 
over,  exchanges  can  only  be  made  here.  Deliveries  may  be  made  at 
Vicksburg,  and  by  consent,  elsewhere.  Unless  this  rule  is  rigidly 
adhered  to  utter  confusion  will  prevail  and  parties  will  be  several  times 
exchanged. 

The  only  reason  why  I  did  not  telegraph  you  of  Exchange  Notice 
No.  11  was  that  I  doubted  whether  you  could  be  reached.  I  telegraphed 
to  Captain  Curell,  feeling  sure  that  he  would  immediately  notify  you. 

I  have  directed  Henry  E.  Johnson  to  be  brought  to  Richmond  and 
will  send  him  North  by  the  first  tlag-of-truce  boat.  Tell  Mrs.  Roach  I 
received  her  letter  and  according  to  her  request  telegraphed  to  her  at 
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Brandon  that  I  would  send  Johnson  !North  by  this  route.    I  could  not 
well  send  him  to  you. 

The  names  of  the  men  who  reported  at  Camp  Polk  were  sent  to  me 
in  the  Louisiana  list  and  are  embraced  in  Exchange  Notice  So.  11. 
They  are  exchanged. 

I  have  heard  nothing  about  the  delivery  of  the  Camp  Douglas  and 
liock  Island  prisoners. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


B.  E.  A.  Stuart,  captain  Company  H,  Twenty-fifth  Virginia,  and 
prisoner  of  war,  asking  that  clothing  be  sent  him. 

[IndoiBcment.] 

Jtjlt  29, 1864. 
Returned  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Federals  still  continue  to  refuse  that  State  or  Confederate  con- 
tributions should  be  sent  to  our  prisoners,  and  allege  as  the  reason  that 
we  will  not  allow  a  like  proceeding.  They  say  they  will  make  a  recip- 
rocal rule. 

[RO.  OULD.] 


Col.  G.  C.  Gribbs,  commanding  C.  S.  military  prison,  Macon,  Ga.,  ask- 
ing that  the  Federal  chaplains  be  sent  home,  as  they  give  a  great  deal 
of  trouble. 

[Indoi-Bement.] 

July  29, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned. 

The  chaplains  and  surgeons  have  been  ordered  to  Richmond  to  be  sent 
through  the  lines  by  flag  of  truce. 

[RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange.] 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  July  30, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

SxK :  In  a  letter  from  Charles  W.  Pavey,  lieutenant,  Eightieth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  to  the  Hon.  L.  Trumbull,  dated  Libby  Prison,  Richmond, 
June  5,  1864,  Lieutenant  Pavey  gives  the  following  names  of  men  said 
to  be  confined  at  Johnson's  Island,  on  account  of  whose  confinement 
Lieutenant  Pavey  and  others  have  been  put  in  close  confinement  in 
Richmond,  to  wit:  John  Marr,  Company  I,  Lidependent  Kentucky 
Infantry;  George  P.  Simms,  Barbour  County,  Ky.;  W.  S.  Burgess, 
Harrison  County,  Ky.;  Thomas  M.  Campbell,  Nicholas  County,  Ky.  I 
will  thank  you  to  state  the  circumstances  under  which  these  men  are 
held  at  Johnson's  Island  and  the  manner  of  their  confinement. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 
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Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  30, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 
General:  Iu  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  requesting  information 
in  relation  to  the  coiititiement  of  certain  prisoners  at  Johnson's  Island, 
1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  two  only  of  the  four  received  are 
in  close  continement,  viz:  George  P.  Simms,  no  county  or  State  given, 
captured  at  Ruggles'  Mills,  Ky.,  April  19,  18G3,  a  "spy,"  sentenced  to 
he  hung  May  29,  1863,  bas  applied  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
William  S.  Burgess,  no  county  or  State  given,  captured  at  Buggies' 
Mills,  Ky.,  April  20, 1863,  a  "spy,"  sentenced  to  be  hung  May  29,  1863. 
The  other  two,  viz :  John  Marr,  alias  Perkins  alias  Hawkins,  captured 
at  Paris,  Ky.,  April  5, 1863,  a  "spy,"  sentenced  to  be  hung  May  29, 
1863,  and  Thomas  M.  Campbell,  no  county  or  State  given,  captured  at 
Ruggles'  Mills,  Ky.,  April  11, 18G3,  and  still  at  Johnson's  Island,  but  not 
in  close  confinement. 

There  are  two  other  prisoners  in  close  confinement,  viz :  H.  P.  Esteph, 
private.  Fourteenth  Kentucky,  Company  H,  no  place  or  date  of  capture 
given,  a  "spy,"  sentenced  to  be  hung,  and  Private  John  O.  Shore,  One 
hundred  and  ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  Company  P,  a  deserter,  under  sen- 
tence to  be  shot. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  July  30,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del. : 

General:  The  medical  officers  and  chaplains  of  the  rebel  army  at 
Camp  Chase  and  Johnson's  Island  have  been  ordered  to  Fort  Dela- 
ware. When  they  arrive  will  yon  forward  them  with  others  of  the 
same  class  of  officers  to  Fort  Monroe,  to  be  delivered  to  Major-General 
Butler,  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  for  discharge 
beyond  our  lines?  Place  them  in  charge  of  a  suitable  guard,  and 
report  their  delivery.  The  steamer  New  York  is  now  in  Philadelphia, 
being  repaired,  and  she  is  expected  to  be  at  Fort  Delaware  to  receive 
the  prisoners  above  referred  to  by  Wednesday  next. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Military  Prison  Hospital, 

Gamp  Morton,  Ind.,  July  30,  1864. 
Surg.  Charles  S.  Tripler,  U.  S.  Army, 

Medical  Director  Northern  Department: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  July  27,  1864,  I  have 

the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  causes  of  the  unusually 

large  mortality  at  this  hospital  during  the  week  ending  July  23,  1804: 

Death  was  caused  by  typhomalarial  lever  in  four  cases;  by  congestive 
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intermittent  fever  in  one  case;  chronic  diarrhea  in  five  cases;  acute 
dysentery  in  seven  cases;  measles  in  two  cases;  consumption  in  one 
case;  inflammation  of  the  lungs  in  three  cases;  cliolera  morbus  in  one 
case.  The  above  statement  shows  that  eighteen  deaths  were  caused 
by  acute  and  six  deaths  by  chronic  diseases.  All  the  diseases  pre- 
vailing at  this  camp  are  of  a  strongly  marked  adynamic  type,  and  are 
more  or  less  complicated  with  scurvy  and  nostalgia.  The  asthenic 
character  of  the  prevailing  diseases  is  undoubtedly  caused  by  over- 
crowding in  the  barracks  and  by  tlie  exhalations  from  the  ground, 
which  has  served  as  a  receptacle  for  the  excreta  of  thousands  of  men 
who  have  been  stationed  here  since  the  begnining  of  this  war.  Most 
of  the  prisoners  occupy  poorly  ventilated  buildings  and  have  an  aver- 
age allowance  of  about  eighty  cubic  feet  of  air  space  to  a  man.  Those 
who  occupy  tents  are  still  more  crowded.  The  camp  covers  an  area  of 
nearly  four  and  a  half  square  acres  and  contains  4,«JCJ:  men.  The  hos- 
pital is  also  situated  within  the  camp  inclosure.  The  prisoners  receive 
a  sufficient  (luautity  of  food,  but  no  succulent  vegetables  have  been 
issued  since  last  fall,  although  the  commandmg  officer's  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  necessity  of  supplying  the  men  with  anti-scorbutics. 
The  cooking  was  lormerly  done  in  messes  of  from  five  to  ten  men,  but  now 
kitchens  have  been  built,  in  each  of  which  food  is  prepared  for  from  300 
to  400  prisoners.  Water  is  procured  from  wells  situated  in  camp ;  it 
contains  large  quantities  of  salts  of  lime  and  magnesia,  but  only  a  tri- 
fling quantity  of  organic  matter.  The  surrounding  country  abounds 
in  malaria.  Most  of  the  diseases  observed  here  are  characterized  by 
periodicity  and  other  symptoms  of  malarial  intoxication.  Dysentery  is 
prevailing  to  a  considerable  extent  and  is  of  a  very  malignant  charac- 
ter. The  cases  which  terminated  in  death  were  complicated  with 
decided  s.vmptons  of  scurvy  and  of  malarial  poisoning.  Typho-malarial 
fever  is  also  very  prevalent.  It  attacks  mostly  debilitated  subjects,  and 
is  in  many  cases  complicated  with  bronchitis  and  pneumonia.  But  few 
cases  of  measles  have  been  under  treatment.  The  cases  which  termi- 
nated in  death  were  complicated  with  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  pneu- 
monia, and  meningitis.  Cholera  morbus  is  quite  prevalent.  We  have 
lost  but  one  case.  Most  of  the  cases  are  of  a  very  severe  character  and 
bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  cases  of  epidemic  cholera.  Our  cases  of 
pneumonia  are  generally  of  a  decided  asthenic  character,  and  are  fre- 
quently complicated  with  scurvy  and  dysentery.  The  accompanying 
table  of  monthly  rates  of  sickness  and  mortality  of  prisoners  of  war  at 
Camp  Morton,  Ind.,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  J.  KIPP, 
Surgeon,  U,  S.  Volunteers,  tn  Charge. 

[Indorsement.] 

Medical,  Director's  Office,  Northern  Division. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded  to  the  Surgeon-General. 
The  overcrowding  of  the  prison  at  Camp  Morton  and  the  condition 
of  the  grounds  herein  reported  in  my  opinion  should  be  remedied  or  we 
may  expect  the  large  mortality  of  last  year  to  occur  again.    This  rests 
with  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

CHAS.  S.  TKIPLBR, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director,  Northern  Department, 
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[Inclosure.] 


Table  of  monthly  rates  of  sickness  and  mortality  of  prisoners  of  rvar  at  Camp  Morton, 
Ind,,  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1864. 
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HsQBS.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  fob  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  July  30,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Colonel  :  I  am  making  arrangements  to  go  up  the  river  under  Hag 
of  truce  on  Tuesday  next.  Please  have  medical  oflBcers  and  any  other 
persons  whom  you  may  desire  to  send  at  this  post  on  Tuesday  morning 
(August  2).  I  leave  for  Philadelphia  to-night  for  the  New  York,  and 
will  call  at  Fort  Delaware  myself  for  medical  officers  there.  I  will 
thank  you  to  instruct  the  commanding  officer  to  deliver  them  to  me. 
You  will  please  designate  whom  he  shall  send.  I  transferred  from  this 
post  fifteen  Coufetierate  medical  officers  to  Fort  Delaware  some  time 
since  under  your  orders.    There  are  none  now  here. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  MULFOED, 
Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 


Camp  Sumter,  Ga.,  July  30, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 

In  obedience  to  orders  I  have  sent  Captains  Vowles  and  W.  S.  Win- 
der to  Millen,  Ga.,  to  select  location  for  a  new  prison.  They  are  directed 
to  apprise  yon  when  selected.  Please  send  them  authority  to  press 
negroes  and  teams  and  wagons.  Send  a  quartermaster  at  same  time. 
It  is  very  important  to  build  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  now  32  235 
prisoners  of  war.  ' 

JNO. 


[First  indorsement-} 


H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Respectfully  submitted  to  Quartermaster-General. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

Quabteemastee-General's  Office,  August  5, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General  with  the 
recommendation  that  Gapt.  L.  L.  Varnadoe,  assistant  quartermaster, 
Twentieth  Georgia  Battalion,  be  ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier-General 
Winder  for  assignment  to  duty  as  within  indicated. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 
Quartermaster-  General. 

E.  P,  Scammon,  brigadier-general,  U.  S.  Army,  Charleston,  S.  C., 
inclosing  surgeon's  certificate,  and  asking  to  be  exchanged  or  paroled.* 

[Indorsement,] 

July  30, 1864. 

Returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

My  own  view  is  that  if  we  yield  in  one  case  of  special  exchange  we 
are  overwhelmed.  Moreover,  the  Federal  authorities  would  not  so 
far  respect  the  parole  mentioned  by  General  Scammon  as  to  let  him 
return.  Several  ofBcers  heretofore  were  sent  off  with  such  paroles,  and 
the  U.  S.  War  Department  has  declared  them  exchanged.  If  General 
Scammon's  conduct  was  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  special  favor  he 
might  be  sent  off  on  a  general  parole,  but  I  more  than  doubt  the  policy 
of  naming  his  equivalent.  If  we  did,  how  could  we  refuse  to  do  the 
same  thing  In  other  equally  meritorious  cases? 

[RO.  OULD.] 


OONFEDEBATB   STATES  OF   AMEEIOA,  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

liichmond,  Va.,  July  30, 180-i. 
Peter  Hamilton,  Esq.: 

Sir:  You  have  been  selected  by  this  Departrftent,  and  are  hereby 
commissioned,  to  make  a  full  examination  into  the  cases  of  all  prisoners 
not  connected  with  the  Confederate  Army  held  iu  confinement  by  the 
military  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  any  mili- 
tary post  or  prison  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

You  will  communicate  this  appointment  to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Maury 
and  inquire  where  such  prisoners  are  confined,  and  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable  will  repair  to  the  respective  posts  or  prisons  and  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned.  Yon  are  authorized  to 
require  the  production  of  all  documentary  testimony  and  military  orders 
respecting  such  prisoners;  may  examine  any  witness  who  can  be  pro- 
duced tor  or  against  them,  and  may  hear  any  statements  which  the 
jtrisoners  desire  or  are  wiUing  to  make.  You. are  authorized  to  dis- 
charge, either  absolutely  or  upon  such  oath  or  parole  as  you  may  think 
proper,  all  prisoners  against  whom  no  well-founded  suspicion  of  having 
violated  any  law  of  the  Confederate  States  may  exist,  or  where  longer 
detention  you  may  think  not  demanded  by  the  public  interest,  and  to 
transfer  to  the  civil  authorities  of  the  State  or  Confederacy  such  pris- 
oners as  you  may  think  answerable  to  their  jurisdiction.  Orders  will 
be  issued  to  Major-General  Maury  to  render  you  every  facility  in  the 
discharge  of  your  duties,  and  to  obey  your  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
prisoners  you  may  examine.    A  full  report  of  your  proceedings  under 

*  Scammou's  papers  not  foand. 
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tbiscommissioD,  and  your  opiDion  with  regard  to  each  prisoner  examined, 
will  be  made  by  you  as  promptly  as  practicable. 

Major-General  Maury  will  be  instructed  to  advise  with  you  upon  any 
questions  arising  in  his  jurisdiction  which  may  require  the  aid  of  legal 
counsel,  and  retain  you  to  appear  in  behalf  of  the  Department  in  any 
judicial  investigation  in  which  he  may  judge  it  necessary  for  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Government  to  be  protected  by  counsel.  You  will  notify 
the  Department  on  receipt  of  this  communication  whether  you  will 
accept  the  position  assigned  you,  and  when  it  will  comport  with  your 
convenience  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties.  By  way  of  com- 
pensation for  your  services  you  will  be  allowed  the  sum  of  $150  per 
month,  to  be  paid  ou  the  order  of  the  commanding  oflBcer  of  the  depart- 
ment, Major-General  Maury,  by  any  quartermaster  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  transportation  will  be  furnished  you  for  all  necessary  travel 
by  the  commandants  of  the  several  posts.  The  rate  of  compensation 
above  named  is  not  designed  to  preclude  your  right  to  demand  and 
receive  additional  compensation  for  services  in  court. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Office  Supt.  of  Prisoners,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  July  31, 1864. 
Capt.  Junius  R.  Sanford, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  inspec- 
tion of  prisons  this  Sunday  morning:  The  condition  of  prisons  and 
prisoners  is  quite  satisfactory.  The  policing  of  grounds  and  barracks 
has  been  well  done,  and  will  improve  from  this  time.  The  want  of  lime 
is  severely  felt.  The  extremely  hot  weather  of  the  present  week  has 
affected  the  drains  and  sinks,  and  with  all  possible  attention  they 
could  not  be  kept  from  smelling  badly.  I  would  suggest  that  a  small 
limekiln  be  put  up  and  burned  on  the  island.  We  want  hoes  and  split 
brooms  for  policing  in  the  prison.  The  brooms  can  be  made  here. 
There  has  been  great  trouble  again  this  last  week  with  the  pumps. 
They  broke  down  again,  making  it  necessary  to  let  the  i)risoners  out  to 
the  bay  to  get  a  supply  of  water.  Two  more  pumps  would  be  an 
improvement.  Number  of  prisoners  last  Sunday,  2,404;  number  of 
prisoners  to  day,  2,441 ;  increase,  37.  Number  in  hospital  last  Sunday, 
50;  number  in  hospital  to  day,  52;  increase,  2.  One  death  occurred 
July  25.  If  the  prison  barracks  were  whitewashed  again  it  would  add 
very  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  prison  and  be  conducive  to  health. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  SCOVILL, 
Major  128th  Ohio  Volunteers,  Superintendent  of  Prison. 

[iDdorsement.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Johnson's  Island,  Ohio,  July  31,  1864. 
EespectfttUy  forwarded  to  Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners. 

The  want  of  hoes  and  brooms  might  better  have  first  appeared  in  a 
requisition.  There  has  been  a  readiness  at  all  times  to  supply  the 
superintendent  with  everything  needed.    The  project  of  burning  our 
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own  lime  I  have  repeatedly  laid  before  the  quartermaster,  but  he 
thought  it  unnecessary  and  impracticable,  without  too  much  expense 
of  preparation.  The  great  scarcity  of  lime  is  doubtless  much  occa- 
sioned by  the  absence  of  100-days'  men  living  near  here.  The  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners  is  respectfully  reminded  that  I  am  in 
most  matters  compelled  to  depend  upon  my  subordinates  for  facts.  I 
have  placed  great  confidence  in  Major  Scovill's  experience  and  judg- 
ment, and  have  given  him  timely  and  pertinent  admonition  about  his 
prison  duties.    I  think  proper  results  will  soon  be  reached. 

CHAS.  W.  HILL, 
Colonel,  Oommandmg. 

[July  31, 1864. — For  report  of  prisoners  of  war  and  deserters  received 
and  disposed  of  in  Department  of  the  Cumberland  during  July,  1864, 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  I,  p.  159.] 


ChAELESTON,  July  31,  1864. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

The  TJ.  S.  Secretary  of  War  has  authorized  Major-General  Foster  to 
make  special  exchange,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  cartel,  of  the 
prisoners  now  in  his  (Foster's)  custody.  The  exchange  will  be  made 
on  Wednesday  next. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-OeneraT. 


Coniolidated  return  for  C.  S,  military  prison  at  Camp  Sumter,  Anderaonville,  Ga.,  for 

the  month  of  July,  1864. 

Prisoners  on  hand  on  Ist  of  July,  1864 : 

In  camp 25,005 

In  hospital 1,362 

26, 367 

Received  d  aring  the  month  from  various  places 7, 064 

Recaptured 12 

7,076 

Total 33,443 

Died  during  the  month 1,742 

Escaped 20 

Sent  to  other  posts 3 

1,765 

Total  on  hand 31,678 

Of  which  there  are  in  camp 29,998 

In  hospital 1,680 

31, 678 

The  number  escaped  from  stockade  and  not  recaptured  from  the  Ist  of  April  up  to 
date  is  27  men. 

Average  number  of  prisoners  each  day 29,030 

Average  number  of  dead  each  day 56^ 

H.  WIRZ, 
Captain,  Commanding  Prison. 
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Consolidated  return  of  the  C.  S,  military  prison,  Camp  Sumter,  Anderemiville,  Ga.,  for 
the  week  ending  July  31,  1864. 


Date. 

1 

1 

s 

1 

> 

£ 

o 
H 

i 

1 

cr 

'u 

A 

c: 
I— 1 

3 

'5 
S 

1 

g 

i 

OS 

5 

a 
1 

0 
0 

1 

I1 
lis 

go. 

1 
i 

t 

1 

.a 

g 
J 

July  25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

3 

36 

673 

1,029 

1, 11(1 

4 

"i 

3 

36 

673 

1,029 

1,110 

6 

27,712 
27,647 
27,634 

28,  083 

29,  081 
30,088 
29,998 

1,645 
1,655 
1,634 
1,784 
1,733 
1,751 
1,776 

29,360 
29, 333 
29,941 
30, 896 
31,924 
31, 845 
31,774 

"2 
2 
2 

63 
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63 
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74 
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27,678 
28,304 
29,110 
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1,590 
1,563 
1,704 
1,648 
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0 29, 297 
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c  29, 367 
d 30, 814 
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a  3  from  Savanuali. 

b  31  from  Salisbury,  5  from  Augusta. 

f4»4  from  Lynchburg,  39  from  Atlanta. 

\14U  from  Macon,  ana  1  sent  to  Macon. 
dl,019  from  Atlanta,  lU  from  Augusta. 
e724  from  Atlanta,  385  from  DanTille,  1  from  Macon. 
/4  from  Atlanta. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  my  prison  journal. 

H,  WIRZ, 
Captai7i,  Commanding  Prison, 
Gapt.  W.  S.  Winder, 

Assi8ta7it  Adjutant' General,  Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Qa, 


Camp  Sumter,  Anderson,  Ga.j  July  31, 1864, 

Return  of  staff  officers  acting  under  the  orders  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  R.  Winder,  commanding 
post  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  commanding  camps  and  stockade  containing  the  Fedwal 
prisoners  of  tear  and  the  guard  troops  for  the  same,  the  prison  for  Federal  prisoners  of 
tvar  at  Macon,  <fc.,  July  31,  1864. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Date  of  order. 


By  whom  assigned. 


On  what  duty. 


"W.S.  Winder  a... 

Robert  W.  Brown 
"Warner  Lewis  . . . 
S.  Bojer  Davis  h. . 

W.Shelby  Reed  c. 


Captain  and 
assistant 
adjutant- 
general. 

Lieutenant 
and  aide-de- 
cauip. 

Detailed  with- 
out commis- 
sion. 

Lieutenant 
and  aide-de- 
camp. 

Captain,  Pro- 
visional Ar- 
my, C.S. 


June    3,1864 

Juno  3, 18G4 
June  3,1864 
June    3,1864 

June  11, 1864 


Special  Orders,  No. 
129,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's 
Office. 

....do 

....do 

....do 


Special  Orders,  No. 
136,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's 
Office. 


Sick  and  absent. 


Assistant  to  the  com- 
mandant of  Federal 
prisoners  at  this 
post. 

Provost  .  marshal  at 
the  post. 


a  The  staff  were  brought  with  me  by  the  verbal  consent  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  to 
take  with  me  such  as  I  might  require,  there  being  no  staff  officers  at  this  or  the  previous  command  t« 
which  I  was  assigned. 

6 Lieutenant  and  aide-de-camp  to  M^or-General  Trimble;  wounded  at  Gettysburg-  escaped  from 
Federal  hospital.    Assigned  to  me  for  dutj^.  ' 

c  Assigned  for  thirty  days,  and  waiting  further  orders  from  the  War  Department. 
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Return  of  staff  officers  acting  under  the  orders  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder,  fc. — Cont'd. 


1 

Name. 

Hank. 

Date  of  order. 

By  whom  assigned. 

On  what  duty. 

6 

E.B.  Winder  a... 

Captain    and 
aasistan  t 

Aug.  13, 18G2 

Secretary  of  War 

Post  (i^nartermastcr, 
also  in  charge  of 
quartermasters   de- 

quarter. 

master. 

partment  of  Federal 
prisoners  at  Macon. 

7 

J.W.  Armstrong . 

Captain  and 

May  25,1864 

Special    Orde.'S,    No. 

Commissary     of     the 

assistant 

121,  Adjutant   and 

post. 

commissary 

Inspector  General's 

of  subsist- 

Office. 

ence. 

8 

T.  Moreno  h 

Captain   and 
C.  S.  engi- 

July 13,1864 

Mtyor  -  General    Mc- 

Engineer  in  charge  of 

Laws,  through  Capt. 

.    works     now    being 

neer. 

John  McCrady,  act- 
ing chief  engineer 
District  Georgia, 
and  Third  District, 

Special    Orders,    No. 

constructed  at  this 
post. 

9 

Dr.  I.  H.White... 

Cliief  surgeon. 

5xa.   21,1864 

Chief  surgeon  in 
charge  of  C.  S.  and 

17,    Adjutant    and 

Inspector  General's 

Federal  hospitals  at 
Andersonville. 

Office. 

10 

E.Griswoldc 

Major    and 

Peb.   29,1864 

Special  Orders,    No. 

Engaged  in   selecting 

assistant 

[49],  Adjutant  and 

a   site   for     a    new 

adjutant- 

Inspector  General's 

prison  to  be  estab- 
lished by  authority 

general. 

Office. 

of  Adjutant  and  In- 

spector General. 

11      H.Wirz 

Captain  and 
assistant 

Coiuraandan  t  of  Fed- 

eral     prisoners     at 

adjutant- 

Andersonville. 

general. 

12 

D.  W.  Vowles 

.....do  

July  11,1864 

Secretary     of    War, 
through  General  W. 

Supernumerary. 

M.    Gardner,   com- 

manding  at    liich- 

mond. 

13 

Samuel  T.  Daily  . . 

do 

July     7,1864 

Special    Orders,    No. 
158,  Adjuiant  and 
Inspector  General's 
Office. 

Acting  inspector  and 
oidnauco  officer  to 
the  troops. 

a  Ordered  by  General  Winder  to  report  to  the  commandant  at  Andersonville  December  10,  1863,  per 
special  orders,  headquarters  Department  of  Henrico. 

h  Lient.  Robert  M.  Stiles,  Engineer  Corps,  ia  temporarily  on  dut^  aa  aaaistant  to  Captain  Moreno  at 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  by  order  of  Capt.  John  McCrady,  acting  chief  enj3;inei'r,  District  of  Georgia  and 
Third  District  of  South  Carolina,  Special  Orders,  No.  12,  of  July  26,  1862.— D.  T.  Chandler,  Assistant 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

c  Assigned  to  duty  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.    Transferred  from  Richmond. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Anderson,  Ga.,  August  4, 1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  with  "  Inspection  report." 

D.  T.  CHANDLER, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oener(il. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  1,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  &c.: 

Sir:  It  appears  by  letters  dated  at  Libby  Prison,  Richmond,  tbat 
Lieut.  Charles  W.  Pavey,  Lieutenant  Markbreit,  Lieutenant  Duches- 
ney,  Captain  Driscoll,  were  placed  in  cell  confinement,  as  is  supposed 
for  some  alleged  confinement  of  prisoners  held  iu  the  North. 


520  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

Very  special  inquiries  have  been  made  to  ascertain  any  facts  bearing 
upon  this  matter,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  we  hold  any  one  in  con- 
finement except  upon  just  grounds,  according  to  the  laws  of  war. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  ask  your  special  attention  to  this 
subject  with  a  view  to  the  release  of  the  four  officers  above  named, 
because  of  whose  confinement  a  corresponding  number  of  prisoners  in 
our  hands  have  been  closely  confined,  who  will,  of  course,  be  released 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  known  that  the  four  Federal  officers  above  named 
shall  have  been  placed  on  the  footing  of  other  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major- General  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

August  1, 1864. 
Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding  Northern  District: 
General:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
authority  has  been  given  him  to  exchange  the  rebel  prisoners  of  war 
within  this  department  for  our  officers  now  confined  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  exchange  to  take  place  in 
Charleston  Harbor  on  Wednesday  at  10  o'clock.  Consequently  you 
will  cause  a  sharp  lookout  to  be  kept,  and  when  their  steamer  makes 
its  appearance  the  firing  from  our  batteries  on  Morris  Island  will  cease, 
and  not  be  resumed  until  exchange  is  completed. 
Very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  A:srDERSOl!f, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


[August  1,  1864. — For  Jones  to  Foster,  in  relation  to  a  special 
exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  210.] 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  1,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  Laz.  Noble, 

Adjutant- General  of  Indiana,  Indianapolis,  Ind,: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  14th  ultimo  in  behalf  of  certain  prisoners  of  war  from  Louisiana 
who  are  in  confinement  at  Camp  Morton,  Ind.  In  May  last  a  petition 
in  behalf  of  these  prisoners  was  presented  by  His  Excellency  Governor 
Hahn,  of  Louisiana,  to  the  V\  ar  Department,  and  it  was  then  decided 
that' as  the  proclamation  of  amnesty  does  not  extend  to  prisoners  of 
war,  and  as  there  was  nothing  in  these  cases  to  distinguish  then»  from 
those  of  other  prisoners  yf  war  who  desire  to  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, an  exception  conld  not  be  made  in  their  favor  to  grant  them  a 
discharge.  If  you  have  any  special  considerations  to  present  which 
would  be  likely  to  induce  favorable  action  on  the  application  I  will  be 
happy  to  submit  them  for  the  decision  of  the  War  Depai  tnient. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Connnissari/- General  of  Prisoners. 


corkespondence,  etc. — union  and  confederate.      521 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  August  1, 1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  Eastman, 

Commanding  Depot  of  Prisoners  of  War,  Elmira,  N.  Y. : 
Colonel  :  Doubts  having  been  entertained  as  to  the  propriety  undei 
Circular  No.  3,  from  this  office,  of  purchasing  tea  and  sugar  for  the 
sick  when  the  ration  allowed  is  insuiBcient,  and  antiscorbutics  for  the 
prisoners  generally,  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Pris- 
oners to  inform  you  that  the  articles  named  may  be  purchased  whenever 
in  the  judgment  of  the  surgeon  they  are  necessary.  Such  purchases 
will  be  made  on  the  certificate  of  the  surgeon  that  the  articles  are 
necessary,  with  your  approval ;  the  tea  and  sugar  to  be  bought  irom 
the  commissary  and  paid  for  from  the  hospital  fund,  and  the  antiscor- 
butics for  general  use  will  be  paid  for  from  the  prison  fund.  When  the 
hospital  fund  is  too  limited  to  meet  such  expenditures  they  may  be 
made  from  the  prison  fund. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  HAETZ, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  commanding  Port  McHenry, 
Baltimore,  Md.;  Col.  A.  J.  Johnson,  commanding  Sock  Island,  111.; 
Col.  C.  W.  Hill,  commanding  Johnson's  Island,  Ohio;  Lieut.  Col.  Mar- 
tin Burke,  commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.;  Maj.  Stephen  Cabot, 
commanding  Fort  Warren,  Mass. ;  Col.  W.  P.  Richardson,  commanding 
Camp  Chase,  Ohio;  Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  provost-marshal-general. 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.;  Col.  B.  J.  Sweet,  commanding  Camp  Douglas,  111.; 
Capt.  S.  E.  Jones,  aide-de-camp  and  provost-marshal-general,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.;  Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  commanding  Camp  Morton,  Ind,;  Col. 
T.  Ingraham,  provost-marshal,  Washington,  D.  C.) 


Richmond,  Va.,  August  1, 1864. 
General  S.  Jones,  Charleston,  S.  G. : 

If  exchange  is  perfected,  furnish  prompt  list  of  officers  received,  that 
orders  of  assignment  may  be  sent. 

JEPF'N  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  C.  S.  Military  Prison, 

Gamp  Sumter,  August  1, 1864. 
Colonel  Chandler,  C.  S.  Army: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  consolidated  report  of  the 
military  prison  under  my  charge  for  the  month  of  July,  1864.* 

Allow  me  to  point  out  to  you  some  items  which,  if  possible,  ought  to 
be  attended  to. 

We  have  an  inadequate  supply  of  tools  to  put  the  interior  of  prison 
in  a  proper  condition;  we  need  axes,  wheelbarrows,  and  such  things; 
we  need  lumber,  lime,  iron,  sheet-iron  for  baking  pans. 

The  prison,  although  a  large  addition  has  been  made,  is  too  crowded ; 
almost  daily  large  numbers  of  prisoners  arrive,  and  before  two  weeks 
it  will  be  in  the  same  condition  it  was  before  the  addition  was  made, 
and  all  internal  improvements,  which  you  are  aware  yourself  are  of  the 

*  See  p.  517. 
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utmost  importance,  will  come  to  a  dead  halt  for  want  of  room.  As  long 
as  30,000  men  are  confined  in  any  one  inclosure  the  proper  policing  is 
altogether  impossible.  A  long  confinement  has  depressed  the  spirits  of 
thousands,  and  they  are  utterly  indifferent. 

Manifold  ways  and  means  have  been  resorted  to  to  get  out  of  stockade ; 
83  tunnels,  some  20  feet  under  ground,  and  varying  in  length  from  10 
to  140  feet,  have  been  discovered  and  filled  up.  One  prisoner  alone  has 
made  his  escape  through  a  tunnel.  All  the  others  escaped  from  the 
guard  while  at  work  at  the  outside. 

The  rations  are  mostly  the  same  as  for  our  own  men,  one-third  of  a 
pound  of  bacon,  one  and  one-fourth  pounds  corn-meal,  or  one  pound  of 
fresh  beef  in  lieu  of  bacon ;  occasionally  beans,  molasses,  and  rice  is 
issued ;  vinegar  and  soap,  both  very  important  articles,  are  very  seldom 
issued,  as  the  commissary  says  he  cannot  get  them.  Scurvy  is  the 
principal  disease,  and  it  and  all  other  diseases  are  in  an  undue  propor- 
tion confined  to  the  old  prisoners,  who  were  at  first  at  Belle  Isle,  Kich- 
mond.  The  guard  which  I  require  for  safe-keeping  of  the  prisoners  is 
entirely  insufficient,  simply  because  the  men  have  to  perform  guard 
duty  every  other  day;  this,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say,  is  too 
much.  With  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Georgia,  the 
balance  are  militiamen,  and  are  perfectly  undrilled  and  undisciplined. 

A  good  deal  could  yet  be  said  as  to  how  and  why  the  prison  is  not  in 
a  better  condition,  but  I  deem  it  unnecessary,  as  you  have  seen  for  your- 
self where  the  fault  lays. 

Hoping  your  official  report  will  make  such  an  impression  with  the 
authorities  at  Eichmond  that  they  will  issue  the  necessary  orders  to 
enable  us  to  get  what  we  so  badly  need, 

I  remain,  colonel,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WIRZ, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Commanding  Prison. 

[IndorBement.] 

Anderson,  August  4, 1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  with  inspection  report.* 

D.  T,  CHANDLER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  (General. 


Paekeesburg,  W.  Va.,  August  2, 1864. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States : 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  introduce  to  yonr  acquaintance  Waldo  P. 
Goflf,  esq.,  of  Clarksburg,  in  this  State.  A  son  of  Mr.  Goft',  Maj.  Nathan 
Goft',.ir.,  of  the  West  Virginia  Volunteers,  is  now  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Rich- 
mond, and  in  close  confinement,  being  held  as  a  hostage  for  one  Armesy, 
who  has  been  condemned  as  a  spy.  A  rebel  major  has  been  placed  in 
confinement  as  a  hostage  for  Major  Goff,  but  under  the  circumstances 
this  is  not  calculated  to  hasten  the  liberation  of  the  latter.  His  father 
visits  you  to  ascertain  whether  something  further  cannot  be  done  to 
secure  the  son's  release  from  close  confinement,  and  whatever  Your 
Excellency  may  do  on  his  behalf  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by 
the  numerous  friends  of  the  prisoner  in  this  vicinity.  It  is  pertinent  to 
add  that  Major  Goff',  although  very  young,  is  distinguished  for  his  gal- 
lantry and  other  soldierly  qualities,  is  a  true  patriot,  and  most  highly 

"•  See  August  5,  p.  546. 
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esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  I  recommend  his  case  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  Your  Excellency,  and  remain  with  high  esteem  and 
respect, 

Your  obedient  seryant,  P.  G.  VAN  WINKLE, 

U.  8.  Senator. 

[Indoraemep*  J 

August  18,  1864. 
If  General  Hitchcock  can  effect  a  special  exchange  of  Thomas  D. 
Armesy,  now  under  conviction  as  a  spy,  or  something  of  the  sort,  and 

in  prison  at ,  for  Maj.  Nathan  Goff,  made  a  prisoner  of  war,  and 

now  in  prison  at  £ichmond,  let  it  be  done. 

A,  LINCOLN. 


Office  Agent  of  Exchange, 
Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  West  Mississippi, 

N^ew  Orleans,  La.,  August  2, 1864. 
Maj.  Ig.  Szymanski, 

Agent  of  Exchange,  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  C.  8.  Army : 

Major  :  At  our  last  interview  you  were  good  enough  to  express  a 
willingness  and  even  a  desire  that  the  U.  S.  authorities  should  furnish 
supplies  of  clothing  and  sanitary  stores  for  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  prison- 
ers confined  at  Camp  Ford,  It  is  the  desire  of  Major-General  Oanby 
to  forward  such  supplies  at  the  earliest  opportunity  when  transporta- 
tion can  be  given  them  to  their  destination,  and  I  therefore  propose, 
with  your  consent,  to  bring  to  our  place  of  meeting  at  the  time  of  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  to  be  made  under  our  agreement  of  July  28,  some 
stores  of  the  following  description,  viz :  Clothing,  desiccated  vegetables, 
vinegar,  assorted  medicines,  axes  (for  cutting  fuel  and  logs  for  huts). 
These  articles  shall  be  reasonable  in  amount,  shall  be  securely  packed, 
and  transportation  will  be  furnished  for  them  by  us  to  any  point  per- 
mitted by  you ;  beyond  that  point  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  your  assur- 
ance that  transportation  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties, and  that  the  articles  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  pris- 
oners remaining  in  your  hands.  Your  personal  assurance  upon  this 
point  will  be  ample  guarantee  to  us. 

An  answer  to  this  proposition  returned  at  the  time  of  forwarding  the 
lists  of  paroled  men  of  the  Louisiana  brigade,  to  be  exchanged,  will 
enable  me  to  have  the  supplies  put  up  in  time  for  delivery  to  you  at  the 
time  of  our  next  exchange. 

There  are  some  of  the  paroled  men  of  the  Louisiana  brigade  in  this 
city  not  confined  as  prisoners,  but  ordered  to  report  here,  to  be  sent 
within  your  lines.  I  will  furnish  you  witli  lists  of  sucli  as  desire  to  be 
exchanged,  and  if  you  desire  it  will  exchange  them  on  the  twms  pro- 
vided by  our  agreement  of  July  28. 

I  am,  major,  yours,  &c.,  CHAS.  C.  DWIGHT, 

Colonel,  &c. 


Charleston,  August  2, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper: 

Unless  otherwise  ordered  I  shall  grant  leaves  of  absence  to  the  five 
generals  and  forty-five  offlcers  prisoners  of  war  who  will  be  exchanged 
day  after  to-morrow,  to  await  orders,  taking  their  address.  I  can  com- 
municate to  them  any  orders  you  may  desire. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-Oeneral. 
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Meridian,  Miss.,  August  5, 1864. 
General  Winder,  Americus,  Ga. : 

I  understand  you  contemplate  sending  2,000  Federals,  prisoners,  to 
tliis  department  for  safe-keeping.  Owing  to  enemy's  reported  move- 
ments on  my  frontier  I  earnestly  request  that  they  shall  not  be  sent  at 
this  time. 

DABNET  H.  MAUEY, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Department. 


Chief  Surgeon's  Office,  August  2, 1864. 
Colonel  Chandler: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  O.  S.  military  prison : 

The  number  of  sick  on  morning  report  is  1,305  in  hospital  and  5,010 
in  quarters. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  the  organization  of  the  prison  (Feb- 
ruary 24, 1864)  up  to  date  is  4,585. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  ratio  per  1,000  of  mean  strength  dur- 
ing the  different  mouths : 


Mouth. 


^ 

bo 

s 

7,500 

283 

10, 000 

576 

15,000 

708 

22,291 

1,201 

29,  030 

1,817 

<9S 


Ifarch 
April. 
May.. 
June  . 
July.. 


37.4 

57.6 

47.2 

53.87 

62.7 


Owing  to  insufficient  ho.spital  accommodation  many  are  treated  in 
quarters  who  should  be  in  hospital.  The  present  capacity  of  the  hos- 
pital is  for  1,400  sick.  Tlie  hospital  is  situated  in  an  oak  grove,  afford- 
ing good  shade.  Through  the  hospital  passes  a  stream,  furnishing  an 
ample  supply  of  water  for  cleanliness;  drinking  water  is  obtained  of 
good  quality  from  wells  and  springs  on  the  banks  of  the  stream. 

The  tents  are  insufficient  in  number  and  not  of  proper  size  for  the 
treatment  of  sick;  most  of  them  are  the  small  liy  tent  and  tent  flies. 
There  should  be  at  least  200  hospital  or  500  wall  tents  to  properly 
accommodate  the  sick.  It  has  been  impossible  up  to  this  time  to  obtain 
straw  for  bedding,  this  not  being  a  grain-growing  district;  small  crops 
of  wheat  have  been  raised  this  year,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  col- 
lect a  sufficient  quantity  as  soon  as  the  present  crop  is  thrashed;  but 
there  is  lack  of  transportation  at  the  post,  and  farmers  are  unwilling  to 
hire  their  own  teams  for  the  purpose.  The  attendants  are  paroled  pris- 
oners, who,  as  a  rule,  are  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  duty, 
being  actuated  by  the  improvement  of  their  own  condition  on  removal 
from  the  stockade,  and  a  fear  of  a  return  if  negligent  in  the  perform- 
ance of  duty,  apart  from  a  desire  to  serve  their  own  sick  comrades. 
The  number  of  medical  officers,  until  the  recent  call  of  militia  by  the 
Governor  of  (jeorgia,  was  utterly  inadequate;  since  that  time  a  number 
of  physicians  have  been  employed  by  contract,  and  others  have  been 
detailed  by  the  Governor  to  serve  in  the  medical  department.    These 
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have  been  but  recently  assigned  and  it  is  impossible  to  decide  on  their 
proficiency.  The  other  medical  oflBcers,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are 
capable  and  attentive.  The  physicians  who  have  been  recently 
employed  will  no  doubt  cancel  their  contracts  as  soon  as  the  militia  is 
disbanded,  and  the  services  of  the  detailed  jjhysicians  will  also  be  lost. 
With  this  view  I  would  suggest  that  a  sufficient  number  of  competent 
medical  officers  be  assigned. 

There  is  a  deficiency  of  medical  supplies  issued  by  the  medical  pur- 
veyor. Supplies  of  medicines  b  ave  occasion  ally  been  entirely  exhausted, 
and  we  have  been  left  several  days  at  a  time  without  any  whatever. 
This  has  arisen  from  the  delay  experienced  in  sending  requisitions  to 
medical  director  at  Atlanta  for  approval. 

The  hospital  ration  is  commuted  as  for  other  general  hospitals,  and 
supplies  for  the  subsistence  and  comfort  of  sick  are  purchased  with  hos- 
pital fund.  Heretofore  we  have  been  able  to  supply  the  sick  with  vege- 
tables; but  during  the  entire  month  of  July  the  commissary  has  been 
without  funds,  and  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  purchasing  on 
time. 

TJie  ration  issued  to  the  prisoners  is  the  same  as  that  issued  to  Con- 
federate soldiers  in  the  field,  viz,  one-third  pound  pork,  one  and  a 
quarter  pounds  meal,  with  au  occasional  issue  of  beans,  rice,  and 
molasses.  The  meal  is  issued  unbolted,  and  when  baked  is  coarse  and 
unwholesome. 

Amongst  the  old  prisoners  scurvy  prevails  to  a  great  extent,  which 
is  usually  accompanied  by  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs.  This,  in 
connection  with  the  mental  depression  produced  by  long  imprisonment, 
is  the  chief  cause  of  mortality.  There  is  nothing  in  the  topography  of 
the  country  that  can  be  said  to  influence  the  health  of  the  prison.  The 
land  is  high  and  well  drained,  the  soil  light  and  sandy,  with  no  marshes 
nor  otber  source  of  malaria  in  the  vicinity,  except  the  small  stream 
within  the  stockade.  The  densely  crowded  condition  of  the  prisoners, 
with  the  innumerable  little  shelters  irregularly  arranged,  precludes  the 
enforcement  of  proper  police  and  prevents  free  circulation  of  air. 

The  lack  of  barrack  accommodation  exposes  the  men  to  the  heat  of 
the  sun  during  the  day  and  to  the  dews  at  night,  and  is  a  prolific  source 
of  disease. 

The  margins  of  the  stream  passing  through  the  stockade  are  low  and 
boggy,  and  having  been  recently  drained,  have  exposed  a  large  surface 
covered  with  vegetable  mold  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  a  condition  favor- 
able to  the  development  of  malarious  diseases.  It  is  the  design  of  the 
commandant  of  the  prison  to  cover  the  surface  with  dry  sand,  but  the 
work  has  been  unavoidably  retarded. 

The  absence  of  proper  sinks  (and  the  filthy  habits  of  the  men)  have 
caused  a  deposit  of  fecal  matter  over  almost  the  entire  surface  of  this 
bottom  land. 

The  point  of  exit  of  the  stream  through  the  walls  of  the  stockade  is 
not  sufficiently  bold  to  permit  a  free  passage  of  ordure. 

When  the  stream  is  swollen  by  rains  the  lower  portion  of  this  bot- 
tom land  is  overflowed  by  a  solution  of  excrement,  which,  subsiding 
and  the  surface  exposed  to  the  sun,  produces  a  horrible  stench. 

Captain  Wirz,  the  commandant  of  the  prison,  has  doubtless  explained 
to  you  the  difficulties  which  have  prevented  these  with  other  projected 
improvements  in  the  way  of  bathing  and  other  arrangements  for 
cleanliness. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 
Chief  Surgeon  of  Post. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

Andebsonville,  Ga.,  August  4, 1864, 

Eespectfully  submitted  with  inspection  report.* 

D.  T.  CHANDLER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 

[Second  indorsement. J 

Surgeon  Covey  has  been  ordered  to  inspect  and  report  on  hospital 
accommodatioDS  for  the  prisoners. 

Surgeon  White  was  authorized  some  time  since  to  send  his  requisi- 
tions for  supplies  direct  to  the  medical  purveyors.  Not  having  supplies 
is  his  own  fault;  he  should  have  anticipated  the  wants  of  the  sick  by 
timely  requisitions.    All  requisitions  are  approved  by  medical  directors. 

It  is  impossible  to  order  medical  officers  in  place  of  the  contract 
physicians.    They  are  not  to  be  had  at  present. 

S.  P.  MOOEE, 
Surgeon-  General, 


Quartermaster's  Department,  Camp  Sumter, 

Anderson^  Ga,,  Avgust  2^  1864, 

Eetnrn  of  employi'tt  with  statement  of  services  performed  hy  them  in  the  quartermaster's 
department,  C.  S.  military  prison,  at  Anderson,  Ga. 


Ko. 


Kame. 


H.  Do  Veuve  a. 


Wm.  F.  Butter, 
jr.,b. 

Wm.  Back c  ... 


4     S.  G.  Clarke  c. 


Wm.Hipkina.. 

Wni.  Fedder- 

inan. 
ThoB.  Auld  .... 


Bonded 
agent. 

Private... 


Corporal . 


Private . 


Command. 


Quartermaster '  s 
department. 

Company  B,  15th 
Virginia  Begi- 
meut. 
.'  Company  F,  6tli 
I      Florida. 

.|  Company  A,  12th 
I      Georgia. 


W.M.Pickettd. 
Henry  Pecba  .  - . 
J.  M.McNeeley. 


Exempt  .. 
Exempt  . 
Exempt  .. 
Conscript. 
Exempt  .. 
Exempt  ., 


By  what  authority 
detailed. 


Special  Orders,  No.  134, 
Adjutant  andlnspec- 
tor  General's  Office. 

By  Secretary  of  War. . . 


Special  Orders,  No.  101, 
headquarters  Array 
of  Northern  Virginia. 

Special  Orders,  No.  62, 
headquarters  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia. 

Employed  by  Captain 
winder. 

do 


.do. 


By  order  Col.  John  S- 

Preston . 
Employed  by   Captain 

Winder. 
do 


On  what  duty. 


In  charge  of  shoe 
shop 

Chief  clerk  quarter- 
master's depart- 
ment. 

Carpenter. 


Yard  master. 


In  charge  prison,  Ma- 
con, Qa. 

Wagon-master  and  in 
charge  of  torage. 

In  charge  of  military 
store-house. 

In  charge  of  work- 
shops, &c. 

Meobanio. 

Do. 


a  To  be  placed  in  charge  of  shoe  shop  about  to  be  established  at  Oglethorpe,  Ga. 
ftDetailed  for  thirty  days  by  Secretary  of  War.    Held  by  General  Winder  lor  further  orders ;  should 
be  ordered  to  company  and  Camp  of  Instruction, 
c  Unfit  for  field  service, 
d  Should  be  ordered  to  company  and  Camp  of  Instruction. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  B.  WIJ^DER, 
Captain  and  Post  Quartermaster. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder,  Commandant  Postj  Anderson^  Ga, 


"See  August  5,  p.  546. 
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War  Department,  Washington  Gity,  August  3, 1864. 
Major-General  Hunter,  Monocacy: 

Application  having  been  made  to  the  President  by  Mr.  Schley  to 
suspend  your  order  removing  sundry  persons,  citizens  of  Frederick, 
beyond  the  lines,  and  imprisoning  others,  the  President  has  transmitted 
to  this  Department  the  following  order: 

The  Secretary  of  War  will  suBpend  the  order  of  General  Hunter  mentioned  within 
until  further  orders,  and  direct  him  to  send  to  the  Department  a  brief  report  of  what 
is  known  against  each  one  proposed  to  he  dealt  with. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

You  will  therefore  suspend  any  order  made  by  you  for  removing  any 
citizens  of  Frederick,  male  or  female,  from  their  homes,  either  to  place 
them  beyond  the  lines  or  imprison  tliem  at  Wheeling,  and  transmit  to 
this  Department  a  report  of  the  facts  and  reasons  on  which  said  order 
is  made.* 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Draft  Eendeztous, 

Elmira,  N.  T.,  August  3, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
General:  Since  my  last  report  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  5,000 
prisoners  of  war  have  arrived  at  this  depot  and  quartered  in  barracks 
and  tents  at  Barracks,  No.  3.  All  recruits,  substitutes,  and  drafted  men 
have  been  transferred  to  Barracks,  No.  1,  excepting  deserters,  who 
are  confined  in  the  guard-house.  The  latter  will  be  transferred  as  soon 
as  the  guard-house  is  completed  at  Barracks,  No.  1.  The  Fifty-fourth 
Kegiment  New  York  Militia,  numbering  about  350,  arrived  here  on  the 
ii7th  of  July  to  serve  as  guard  over  prisoners  of  war.  This  regiment, 
with  the  six  companies  of  the  Sixteenth  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps,  furnish 
about  700  men  for  guard  duty  at  the  prisoners'  camp.  At  Barracks, 
No.  1,  there  are  200  colored  drafted  men  and  substitutes,  organized  into 
two  companies,  armed  and  equipped,  doing  guard  duty  there.  Thirty 
of  these  are  detailed  daily  as  a  patrol  guard  inside  the  inclosure  at 
prisoners'  camp.  I  have  just  received  notice  from  Major-General  Dix 
that  two  more  regiments  of  militia  from  New  York  City  will  be  ordered 
here  for  duty,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  will  arrive  here  to-night  or 
to-morrow.  Owing  to  the  number  of  troops  to  arrive  here  suddenly  it 
became  necessary  to  direct  the  quartermaster  to  lease  some  ground  next 
to  the  prisoners'  camp  for  an  encampment,  which  I  respectfully  request 
may  be  approved.  The  new  hospital  is  completed  and  occupied.  The 
general  condition  of  this  post  is  excellent. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•^  S.  EASTMAN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Post. 


War  Department,  Washington,  1).  C,  August  3, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Coimnissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

I  send  you  some  funds  which  it  is  believed  belong  to  prisoners  of 
war  under  your  charge.    If  the  prisoners  are  living  and  in  our  custody 

*  For  reply,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part  II,  p.  5S3. 
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the  funds  should  be  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  paragraph  746, 
General  Army  Eegulations;  paragraph  5,  General  Orders,  No.  50,  dated 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  28th  of  February,  1862 ;  para- 
graphs 38  and  72,  General  Orders,  No.  100,  dated  War  Department,  24th 
of  April,  1863.  If  the  prisoners  have  died  or  escaped,  or  it  is  not  known 
from  whom  the  money  was  received,  the  bills,  notes,  or  bonds  should  be 
sent  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  as  prescribed  by  General 
Orders,  No.  89,  of  1864.  The  Secretary  of  War  wishes  the  Confederate 
money  belonging  to  prisoners  of  war  in  our  possession  to  be  so  con 
trolled  as  to  prevent  its  circulation  in  the  loyal  States  of  the  Union. 
On  the  20th  of  May  last,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  box  said 
to  contain  $94,829.71,  C.  S.  money,  according  to  invoice,  the  private 
property  of  prisoners  of  war  at  Johnson's  Island,  was  returned  through 
Adams  Express  Company  to  Col.  W.  S.  Pierson,  but  it  is  not  known 
at  the  War  Department  whether  it  has  been  received  by  the  colonel  or 
not.  The  box  containing  the  funds  having  been  bursted  before  delivery 
to  the  Adjutant-General  a  new  one  was  made  and  the  money  was 
returned  therein  without  breaking  the  packages.  The  packages  handed 
to  you  are  numbered  6, 16, 19,  31,  42,  43,  and  46. 
Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  SCOTT  KETCHUM, 
Brigadier- General  and  Assistant  Inspector- General. 


The  State  of  Ohio,  Executive  Department, 

Columbus,  August  3,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

SiE:  Under  your  request  to  me*  I  instructed  the  adjutant-general 
of  the  State  to  make  visitation  and  report  to  you  as  to  the  condition, 
security,  and  treatment  of  the  rebel  prisoners  within  this  State.  Here- 
with I  hand  you  the  report  of  General  Cowen  as  to  Camp  Chase.  The 
pressure  upon  his  time  has  been  so  great,  connected  with  the  new  regi- 
ments, that  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  visit  Johnson's  Island.  He 
will  do  so  in  a  few  days.  This  report  is  full  and  clear  upon  all  the 
points  embraced  in  your  note.  I  simply  call  your  attention  to  so  much 
of  it  as  relates  to  the  furnishing  of  supplies,  outside  of  the  rations,  to 
these  men,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  done  under  the  order  of  the  Commis- 
sary-General of  Prisoners,  which  there  is  no  authority  here  to  modify 
or  change.  This  extraordinary  leniency  is  a  matter  of  great  dissatis- 
faction in  our  community,  who  continually  contrast  it  with  the  suffer- 
ings our  men  are  called  upon  to  endure.  Perhaps  it  cannot  be  reme- 
died without  further  increasing  the  sufferings  of  our  own  men,  but  this 
is  not  understood.  There  is  certainly  a  very  large  limit  given  to  it  and 
much  feeling  resulting  therefrom. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  BROUGH, 

Governor  of  Ohio. 

[luoloBure.] 

General  Headquarters,  State  op  Ohio, 

Adjutant- Generars  Office,  Columbus,  August  1, 1864. 
Hon.  John  Brough,  Governor,  &c,,  Columbus,  Ohio: 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  you,  based  on  a  letter  from 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  dated  July  1, 1864,  relative  to 
inspection  of  rebel  prisoners,  &c.,  in  Ohio,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 

•See  July  1,  p.  428. 
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the  following  report  of  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  prisoners 
now  confined  at  Gamp  Chase: 

This  camp  is  situated  on  the  National  road,  five  miles  west  of  this  city, 
and  consists  of  wooden  barracks  for  the  prisoners  as  well  as  for  the 
garrison.  The  prisons  are  surrovinded  by  tight  board  fences  twelve  feet 
in  height,  surmounted  by  a  parapet  for  the  sentinels,  from  which  a  full 
view  of  the  entire  inclosure  is  obtained  and  any  unnecessary  movement 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoners  observed.  The  prison  inclosures  are 
lighted  with  coal-oil  lamps  at  night  to  guard  against  any  unnecessary 
collection  of  prisoners  or  any  concerted  efforts  to  overpower  thel  guard. 
The  prison  buildings  are  similar  in  construction  and  material  to  the 
temporary  military  prisons  in  the  Northern  States,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
are  as  safe  as  wooden  buildings  can  be  made.  The  garrison  consists 
of  the  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Regiment,  which  has  been  stationed  there 
since  their  organization.  The  available  strength  of  the  regiment  is 
now  895,  aggregate,  officers  and  men.  Prom  this  regiment  all  the 
guards  are  detailed,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  post  commandant, 
Col.  W.  P.  Eichardson,  Twenty-flfth  Ohio  Volunteers,  the  quarter- 
master. Captain  Kerr,  assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers,  and  Cap- 
tain Harrington,  commissary  of  subsistence,  all  the  details  for  office 
work,  &c.,  are  from  the  Eighty-eighth  Eegiment.  These  details  con- 
sist of  officers  in  charge  of  prisoners'  money,  to  receive  contributions 
from  friends  of  prisoners,  to  inspect  the  mail  to  and  from  prisoners, 
])rovo8tmarshal  at  the  post,  adjutant,  &c.,  together  with  all  the  clerks 
in  these  several  offices.  So  heavy  are  the  necessary  details  for  these 
duties  and  for  the  regular  guard  duties  immediately  over  the  prisoners, 
together  with  the  necessary  details  for  fatigue  duty,  that  no  guard  is 
established  around  the  camp  to  prevent  the  egress  of  soldiers.  Por 
this  reason  manj'  of  the  men  of  the  regiment  stroll  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  camp,  to  the  detriment  of  neighboring  farmers,  who  suffer  griev- 
iously  thereby  in  their  henroosts  and  milk-houses.  To  guard  against 
this  straggling  of  the  garrison  one  of  two  things  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  be  done.  The  garrison  must  be  so  much  increased  that  a  chain 
of  sentinels  can  be  established  around  the  camp,  or  a  fence  must  be 
built  inclosing  the  entire  camp — a  fence  similar  to  the  prison  inclosnre, 
that  cannot  be  scaled.  Looking  at  these  two  plans  with  a  view  to 
economy,  I  would  unhesitatingly  recommend  the  latter.  The  fence 
will  be  about  6,000  feet  in  length  and  will  cost  something  less  than 
$2,000.  This  comprises  the  entire  expense,  while  to  increase  the  gar- 
rison sufficiently  to  guard  securely  the  entire  camp  would  require  one 
entire  regiment  in  addition  to  the  one  now  there.  I  have  no  hesitation 
whatever  in  saying  that  every  consideration  of  economy  and  safety 
requires  the  construction  of  a  close,  high  fence  around  the  entire  camp. 
Another  consideration  in  favor  of  this  change  is  that  with  it  the  num- 
ber of  the  prisQuers  may  be  doubled  without  any  increase  of  garrison, 
while  the  camp  can,  at  the  same  time,  be  made  the  rendezvous  of  new 
organizations  to  the  number  of  5,000  men,  or  for  paroled  prisoners  of 
equal  number,  without  increase  of  guards.  The  precautions  taken  to 
observe  all  actions  of  prisoners  looking  toward  eflbrts  to  escape,  &c., 
are  ample,  in  my  opinion,  to  prevent  any  such  efl'orts  from  being  suc- 
cessful. The  discipline  and  morale  of  the  regiment  is  good,  and  their 
vigilance  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  while  efforts  to  escape  are  often 
made  they  are  very  seldom  successful. 

Treatment  of  prisoners. — On  arrival  prisoners  are  deprived  of  their 
money  and  other  articles,  which  are  kept  for  them  in  the  prison  office. 
The  money  is  merely  kept  on  deposit,  however,  as  they  are  permitted 
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to  draw  it  when  tliey  please,  the  officer  in  charge  of  this  branch  of  the 
business  assuming  the  position  of  banker  to  the  prisoner,  safely  keep- 
ing the  money  subject  to  tlie  order  of  the  depositor.  With  the  money 
so  drawn  the  prisoner  repairs  to  the  sutler's  store  in  person  and  makes 
purchases  of  such  articles  of  comfort  or  luxury  as  he  may  desire.  To 
facilitate  the  purchase  of  articles  by  prisoners  the  sutler  has  an  open- 
ing on  one  side  of  his  store  directly  into  the  prison  inclosure.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  convenience  to  prisoners  their  friends  are  permitted  to 
contribute  to  their  comfort  in  tlie  shape  of  liberal  and  frequent  suj^plies 
of  clothing,  money,  and  food,  which  contributions  are  given  them  with- 
out hesitation  and  without  stint.  These  comforts,  together  with  the 
rebel  ration,  certainly  constitute  a  bill  of  fare  much  more  creditable  to 
our  generosity  than  to  our  proper  consideration  of  the  treatment  due 
an  enemy  which  has  constantly  violated  the  commonest  dictates  of 
humanity  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  and  is  an  unpleasant 
contrast  to  the  treatment  received  by  our  soldiers  now  languishing  in 
Southern  prisons.  I  would  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  urge  that 
these  prisoners  be  confined  strictly  to  the  rebel  ration  in  all  cases,  cut- 
ting off  entirely  the  access  to  the  sutler's  booth  and  the  reception  of 
contributions  from  friends.  If,  after  due  notice  given  that  supplies  of 
this  nature  will  not  be  received,  they  are  still  sent,  1  would  suggest 
that  they  be  turned  over  for  the  use  of  loyal  men,  sick  or  wounded  in 
hospital.  The  sleek,  fat,  comfortable  looking  rebels  were  never  better 
fed  nor  more  comfortably  situated,  and  the  mere  fact  of  their  being  thus 
comfortably  circumstanced  may  account  for  their  resting  so  quietly 
under  their  confinement. 

Intercourse  with  prisoners. — In  this  regard  the  custom  is  certainly 
very  commendable.  No  intercourse  is  allowed  with  the  prisoners  unless 
in  case  of  dangerous  illness.  On  all  other  occasions  no  persons  what- 
ever are  allowed  to  visit  prisoners.  The  mail  matter  for  prisoners  is 
carefully  inspected  by  an  officer  detailed  for  that  duty,  and  if  anything 
objectionable  appears  therein  the  letter  is  destroyed.  All  money  is 
taken  from  the  letters  and  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  prisoner  to 
whom  it  was  sent. 

General  remarks. — The  general  business  of  the  camp  moves  with  com- 
mendable regularity  and  promptness,  all  the  officers  seeming  intelligent 
and  prompt.  The  commandant  devotes  himself  personally,  as  far  as 
practicable,  to  an  inspection  of  the  details  of  the  different  departments. 
The  hospital  department  is  neat  and  clean,  and  the  very  small  number 
of  sick  (forty-flve)  is  sufficient  evidenceof  the  healthfulness  of  the  loca- 
tion and  the  general  good  treatment  of  the  prisoners.  The  treatment 
of  the  prisoners  in  the  matter  of  food,  &c.,  to  which  I  have  taken 
exception  in  the  foregoing  report,  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  instruc- 
tions from  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  and 
there  is  no  authority  in  the  camp  or  elsewhere  in  this  vicinity  to  correct 
the  abuse.  For  this  reason  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  per- 
sonal attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  be  at  once  called  to  this  matter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain.  Governor,  very  respectfully, 

B.  R,  COWBN, 
Adjutant-General  of  Ohio. 

[First  iiidorsemcDt..] 

ExECtTTiVE  Department,  Ohio,  Columbus,  August  3, 1864. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  personal 
inspection. 

JNO.  BROUGH. 
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[Second  iDdorBement.  ] 

August  10, 1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman  is  desired  to  read  and  remark  upon  this  reiiort. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-Oeneral  of  Volunteers. 

[Third  indorHonifiit,] 

Office  Commissary-Genkral  of  Peisonebs, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Anf/ust  11,  1864. 

liespectfully  returned  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcotik,  commissioner 
for  exchange. 

The  regulations  iu  relation  to  the  sale  of  articles  to  prisoners  of 
war  were  made  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prison- 
ers and  by  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  In  February  last  Major- 
General  Butler,  commissioner  for  exchanges,  recommended  that  boxes 
containing  "  nothing  hurtful  or  contraband  "  sent  to  prisoners  of  war 
by  their  families  or  friends  should  be  delivered,  and  at  the  same  time 
lie  recommended  that  prisoners  should  be  permitted  to  purchase  such 
clothing  or  other  articles,  liquor  excepted,  as  they  might  desire.  The 
undersigned  did  not  concur  in  these  recommendations,  but  submitted 
them  for  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  suggestion 
that  boxes  containing  certain  articles  might  be  sent  from  beyond  our 
lines  to  prisoners  in  our  bands  provided  the  prisoners  held  by  the 
enemy  were  permitted  to  receive  boxes  of  the  same  articles  sent  from 
the  loyal  States.  At  the  same  time  a  limited  list  of  articles  was  pre- 
sented, which  it  was  recommended  prisoners  might  be  permitted  to 
purchase  from  the  sutler.  This  list  was  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  orders  were  issued  accordingly,  and  a  few  days  after  the 
recommendation  of  Major-General  Butler  in  relation  to  the  delivery  of 
boxes  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  necessary  orders 
were  issued.  The  limitations  put  on  this  privilege  were  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  undersigned.  Copies  of  the  orders  authorizing  sales  and 
the  delivery  of  boxes  to  prisoners  are  herewith  inclosed.  If  the  prison- 
ers at  Camp  Chase  have  been  permitted  to  receive  contributions  of 
"clothing,  money,  and  food  without  stint,"  as  reported  by  General 
Cowen,  the  commanding  ofBcer  has  disobeyed  orders  and  greatly 
neglected  his  duty.  Prisoners  are  not  permitted  to  receive  money  or  to 
have  it  in  their  possession.  It  should  be  taken  from  them  and  be  held 
by  the  commanding  ofiicer  or  ofBcer  appointed  to  receive  it,  and  the 
prisoners  can  use  it  only  in  the  purchase  from  the  sutler  of  such  arti- 
cles as  arc  allowed,  which  are  paid  for  by  an  order  on  the  commanding 
officer.  Only  such  clothing  is  allowed  as  is  necessary  for  immediate 
use.  If  an  excess  of  food  has  been  received  it  shows  that  the  com- 
manding oflBcer,  from  want  of  judgment,  has  permitted  what  was 
intended  as  a  privilege  to  grow  into  an  abuse,  Major-General  Butler's 
letter  on  this  subject  was  a  second  time  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  1st  ultimo,  together  with  copies  of  the  letters  from  this 
office  on  the  same  subject.  The  undersigned  concurs  iu  the  recommend- 
ation of  General  Cowen  that  Camp  Chase  be  inclosed  by  a  substantial 
fence,  as  being  economical  in  dispensing  with  the  presence  of  a  large 
guard  to  prevent  straggling  from  the  camp. 
^  W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 
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r  Fourth  iDdor semen t.] 

August  11, 1864. 
Colonel  Eofifman  is  requested  to  state  whether  saitable  instructions 
have  been  sent  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Camp  Chase,  in  view  of 
the  within  statements. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

[Fifth  iudorsemeut.] 

Office  Commissaby-Genbbal,  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  11, 1864. 
Kespectfully  returned  to  Major-General  Hitchcock,  with  circular  of 
regulations  issued  from  this  ofQce  April  20,  1864,*  with  reference  to 
paragraphs  14  and  15  and  to  the  inclosed  orders  to  sustain  the  within 
statements. 

W.  HOFFMAS^, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

August  13, 1864. 
General  Hitchcock  invites  the  attention  of  Colonel  Pelouze  to  the 
paper  with  indorsements  by  Colonel  Hoffman  in  order  that  the  Secre- 
tary may  be  advised  of  a  recommendation  in  the  paper,  approved  by 
Colonel  Hoffman,  that  a  fence  shall  be  constructed  at  Gamp  Chasis  for 
the  better  security  of  the  prisoners. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  27, 1864. 
Eespectfully  returned  to  Ma.jor-General  Hitchcock,  commissioner  for 
exchange,  with  a  report  on  this  subject  heretofore  submitted  to  the 
War  Department.  I  also  submit  Circular  No.  4,t  recently  issued  from 
this  office,  limiting  the  articles  which  may  be  delivered  to  prisoners, 
together  with  a  notice  of  the  order  cut  from  the  Washington  Morning 
Chronicle  of  this  date  disapproving  these  instructions  and  urging  that 
the  order  may  be  revoked. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Eighth  indorsement.] 

August  29, 1864. 
The  undersigned,  as  growing  out  of  the  report  within,  respectfully 
recommends  that  the    fence,  as  approved  by  Colonel    Hoffman,  be 
autliorized. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Vohmteers. 

[Kinth  indorsement.] 

Approved : 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

'  See  p.  72.  t  See  August  10,  p.  573. 
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„  ,  ,„  „  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  3, 1864. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman,  >       i      j        j 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
OOLONEL :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  inspection  of 
Gratiot  Street  Prison  for  prisoners  of  war.  The  prison  fund  on  hand 
ending  July,  1864,  amounted  to  $4,840.70;  hospital  fund  ending  July, 
1864,  amounted  to  $600.  Both  appear  properly  managed  and  econom- 
ically expended.  The  individual  accounts  of  prisoners  is  safely  kept, 
satisfactory  to  the  prisoners,  and  without  much  chance  of  loss  to  the 
officer  in  charge  of  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 

Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army. 

[Incloanre.] 

Report  of  a  medical  inspection  of  the  building  and  hospital  of  the  Gratiot 
Street  Prison,  commanded  by  Colonel  Sanderson,  district  provost-mar- 
shal. Saint  Louis,  made  on  the  1st  and  2d  days  of  August,  1864,  by 
Surg.  G.  T.  Alexander,  acting  medical  inspector,  U.  S.  Army. 

1.  Gamp,  name  and  geographical  position — Gratiot  Street  Prison, 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.  2.  Topography  of  surrounding  country — Saint  Louis. 
3.  Topography  of  locality,  soil,  drainage — comer  Eighth  and  Gratiot 
streets,  good.  4.  Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  ett'ects  —  from 
city,  good,  abundant.  5.  Fuel,  wheuce  obtained,  kind,  supply — coal, 
wood,  good,  abundant.  6.  Local  causes  of  disease,  removal,  mitiga- 
tion— none,  health  could  be  improved  by  free  supply  of  vegetables. 
*  •  *  8.  Gamp,  previous  use  of— house,  medical  college.  *  *  * 
10.  House  warminig,  ventilation,  change  of  position — stoves,  ventilation 
good  enough.    11.  Number  of  prisoners — 321,  capacity,  500.    *    *    • 

13.  Huts,  heating,  cleansing,  ventilation — stoves,  good,  good  enough. 

14.  Sinks  and  cesspools,  construction,  position,  management — good, 
clean.  15.  Itemoval  of  offal  and  rubbish,  police  of  camp — good.  16. 
Bations,  quality,  quantity,  variety — quality,  quantity,  good;  variety, 
good.  17.  Vegetables  and  pickles,  kind,  amount,  how  obtained — sup- 
plied three  times  a  week,  sufficient  amount,  variety,  cabbage,  onions, 
by  quartermaster.  18.  Rations,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  messing — 
range,  inspected  by  officer  in  charge.  19.  Clothing,  condition,  defi- 
ciencies— good  for  prisoners.  20.  Men,  morale,  sanitary  condition, 
personal  condition — good  for  prisoners.  21.  Hospital,  topography  of 
locality,  soil,  drainage — corner  Gratiot  and  Eighth  streets,  Saint  Louis, 
good.  22  and  23.  Hospital  buildings,  number,  kind,  capacity — two 
wards  in  McDowell's  building,  capacity,  116  beds,  also  three  small  brick 
buildings  opposite,  capacity,  70  beds.  24.  Hospitals,  warming,  venti- 
lation, lighting — stoves;  ventilation  McDowell's  building,  good;  other 
buildings,  fair;  coal  oil.  25.  Hospitals,  water-closets  and  sinks — good, 
clean.  26.  Hospitals,  discipline,  police — good.  27.  Water,  source, 
supply,  quality,  effects — ^from  city,  abundant,  good.  28.  Fuel,  whence 
obtained,  kind,  supply — coal  and  wood,  good,  abundant.  29.  Diet, 
quality,  quantity,  and  variety — good.  30.  Diet,  how  cooked,  how 
inspected,  messing  —  cooking -stove,  by  medical  officer,  daily.  31. 
Medical  and  hospital  supplies,  quality,  condition,  deficiencies — good, 
abundant.  32.  Instruments,  hospital,  personal,  condition,  deficien- 
cies— sufficient.  33.  Commissary  stores,  medical  comforts,  condition, 
deficiencies— good.    34.  Hospital  records  and  accounts — properly  kept. 
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35.  Hospital  muster  and  pay  rolls — properly  made  out  and  kept.  36. 
Eeports  of  sick  and  wounded,  and  of  operations — properly  made  out 
and  kept.    37,  Eequisitions  and  returns — properly  made  out  and  kept. 

38.  Morning  reports,  provision  returns — properly  m.ade  out  and  kept. 

39.  Hospital  fund,  Low  expended,  accounted  for,  condition— end  July, 
$600,  properly  kept.  40.  Hospital  washing,  bow  performed,  how  paid 
for— at  city  steam  laundry,  paid  by  medical  purveyor.  41.  Surgeons, 
number  present,  absent — 1.  42.  Assistant  surgeons— 2.  43.  Chap- 
lains— 1.  44.  Hospital  stewards — 1.  45.  Cooks  and  nurses — 13,  Vet- 
eran Eeserve  Corps,  2  female  nurses.  Sisters  of  Charity.  46.  Sick, 
ratio  of,  to  strength  of  command — 20  per  cent.  47.  Sick,  condition, 
cleanliness — good.  48.  Sick,  beds  for,  superficial  area  and  air  space 
per  bed — sufficient  *  *  *  51.  Medical  and  surgical  treatment — 
good.  52.  Surgical  operations,  how  performed — none.  53.  iJursing, 
how  performed — principally  by  prisoners.  54.  Diseases  prevalent — 
diarrhea,  dysentery,  fevers,  malarial.  55.  Diseases  of  a  local  origin — 
diarrhea,  dysentery,  probably  from  prison  diet  and  confinement.  56. 
Diseases,  prevention,  mitigation — improving  diet  by  vegetables  in 
gTcater  abundance.  57.  Kecoveries  from  diseases,  wounds,  rapid  or 
tardy — tardy.  58.  Mortality  from  diseases,  wounds,  per  cent. — small, 
ten  deaths  in  last  three  months.  59.  Vaccination — vaccination  on 
admission.    60.  Interments,  how  conducted  and  recorded — properly. 

Special  reports  respecting  the  skill,  eificiency,  and  conduct  of  officers 
and  attendants  connected  with  the  medical  department,  report  of 
vacancies  in  medical  department:  George  Kex,  surgeon,  volunteers, 
eflScient;  J.  M.  Youngblood,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  effi- 
cient; G.  F.  Dudley,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  efficient. 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners. 


Surg.  G.  William  Semple,  in  charge  of  General  Hospital,  No.  21,  rela- 
tive to  medicine  for  Federal  prisoners.    Forwards  invoice.* 

[Indoraeineiit.J 

August  3, 1864. 
Eeturned  to  the  Surgeon  General. 

I  know  of  no  instance  wherein  medicines  intended  for  Federal  pris- 
oners or  anybody  else  have  been  brought  into  our  lines  by  flag-of-truce 
steamers.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  such  thing  has  occurred.  If  it 
has  it  has  been  entirely  without  my  knowledge  or  consent.  Of  course, 
I  except  the  one  case  of  vaccine  matter. 

[EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Uxchange.] 

EiOHMOND,  Va.,  August  3,  1864. 
Capt.  J.  E.  CURELL, 

Assistant  Agent  of  Uxchange,  Mobile,  Ala.: 
Sir:  Yourfavorof  July  26, 1864,  has  just  been  received.     ThePointe 
Couple  Battery  has  not  been  exchanged. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  have  no  objection  to  your  receiving  via 
the  lake  the  Confederates  in  New  Orleans  belonging  to  commands  on 

"  Papers  imt  found. 
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this  side  of  the  river;  provided,  however,  that  you  do  not  deliver  more 
than  you  receive.  Let  the  delivery  be  made  to  you  and  you  make  the 
delivery  to  the  enemy  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  it  is  to  be 
a  mere  delivery,  and  that  the  exchange  is  to  be  made  here  by  subse- 
quent action  between  their  agent  and  myself.  Communicate  this  to 
Lieutenant-Oolonel  Watts,  as  it  is  somewhat  at  variance  with  a  letter 
which  I  sent  to  him  by  the  same  messenger  who  bears  this. 

Thad.  P.  Gibson,  Third  Kentucky,  is  not  exchanged.    I  have  made 
inquiry  as  to  Josiah  Wheeler,  but  have  received  as  yet  no  reply. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  PULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Special  Oedees,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp,  General's  Office, 

No.  182.  ]  Richmond,  August  3,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  i  #  , 

XLV.  Maj,  Garnett  Andrews,  assistant  adjutant- general,  will  proceed 
to  Danville,  Va.,  and  Salisbury,  N.  C,  and  make  an  inspection  of  the 
C.  S.  military  prisons  at  those  places.  He  will  receive  instructions 
from  and  make  his  reports  to  Brig.  Gen.  William  M.  Gardner,  com- 
manding, &c. 

XLVI.  Capt.  John  C.  Rutherford,  assistant  adjutant- general,  will 
proceed  to  Columbia  and  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  make  an  inspection  of 
the  C.  S.  military  prisons  at  those  places.  During  his  absence  he  will 
select  a  point  south  of  Danville,  Va.,  for  the  establishing  of  a  prison. 
He  will  receive  instructions  from  and  make  his  reports  to  Brig.  Gen. 
William  M.  Gardner,  commanding,  &c. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Cfeneral. 


Alton,  III.,  August  4,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  of  inspec- 
tion of  Alton  prison  for  prisoners  of  war.  The  quarters  occupied  by 
the  prisoners  are  the  old  State  prison  and  some  old  buildings  that  were 
used  as  workshops.  The  exact  number  of  men  to  each  could  not  be 
ascertained;  both,  however,  are  well  filled.  Your  attention  is  called, 
first,  to  the  necessity  of  better  police.  I  am  told  by  the  officer  directly 
in  charge  of  this  duty  that  in  this  respect  great  change  has  recently 
taken  place  for  the  better.  If  he  carries  out  what  he  proposes,  namely, 
grading  and  graveling  the  entire  iuclosure,  repairing  the  sewers  and 
having  the  quarters  better  policed,  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  greatly 
improved.  Second,  I  consider  the  prison  overcrowded.  Unless  circum- 
stances compel  such  a  number  to  be  held  in  it  I  would  recommend  that 
500  be  transferred  elsewhere.  The  capacity  of  this  prison  for  health 
is  not,  at  most,  in  my  opinion,  over  1,200.  Two  thousand  may  be 
forced  into  it  for  a  short  time.  The  prison  and  hospital  fund  is  well 
managed  and  properly  disbursed.  The  amount  of  tbe  former  on  hand 
end  of  July  was  near  $18,000,  the  latter  $740.  The  money  deposited 
by  individual  prisoners  is  so  managed  as  to  be  satisfactory  to  them, 
and  not  ai)t  to  be  attended  with  loss  to  the  officer  in  charge.  The 
hospital  referred  to  in  the  report  is  a  new  one  just  completed  and  will 
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be  occupied  in  a  very  few  days.  What  is  now  used  as  a  hospital  will 
be  fitted  up  with  bunks  and  afford  additional  quarters  for  prisoners. 
The  surgeon  in  charge  has  managed  the  old  hospital  accommodations  to 
the  very  best  advantage.  As  it  will  no  longer  exist  wheu  this  reaches 
you  I  consider  a  special  report  upon  it  unnecessary.  The  trade  of 
prisoners  is  with  the  sutler  by  checks. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  ALBXANDEE, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Inspector,  JJ.  S.  Army. 

[Inclosure.] 

Report  of  a  medical  inspection  of  the  camp  and  field  hospital  of  the  Alton 
prison,  commanded  by  General  Gopeland,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  made  on 
the  4th  day  of  August,  1864,  by  Surg.  C.  T.  Alexander,  acting  medical 
inspector,  JJ.  S.  Army. 

1.  Pi'isou,  name  and  geographical  position — Alton,  Alton,  111.  2. 
Topography  of  surrounding  country — Alton,  111.  3.  Topography  of 
locality,  soil,  drainage— ou  bank  of  Mississippi  Eiver,  clay,  drainage 
good.  4.  Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  effects — from  Mississippi 
Kiver,  sufficient,  good.  5.  Fuel,  whence  obtained,  kind,  supply — coal 
and  wood,  good,  abundant.  C.  Local  causes  of  disease,  removal,  miti- 
gation— none.  *  *  *  8.  Prison,  previous  use  of — old  State  peniten- 
tiary. *  »  *  10.  Prison  warming,  ventilation,  change  of  position — 
stoves,  only  fair  ventilation.  11.  Number  of  men  in  prison — prisoners 
of  war,  1,086;  citizens,  173;  Federal  soldiers,  218.  12.  Barracks,  con- 
struction, size,  number  of  men  to  each — three  old  workshops.  13.  Bar- 
racks, heating,  cleansing,  ventilation — stoves,  ventilation  not  good. 
14.  Sinks  and  cesspools,  construction,  position,  management — wooden, 
two,  northwest  and  northeast  corners  of  prison  yard,  good,  well  man  • 
aged.  15.  removal  of  offal  and  rubbish,  police  of  camp — not  good. 
It).  Rations,  quality,  quantity,  variety — good.  17.  Vegetables  and 
pickles,  kind,  amount,  how  obtained — the  potato  ration  issued  accord- 
ing to  order.  18.  Rations,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  messing — Farm- 
er's boilers  and  ranges,  inspected  daily,  one  large  mess-room  and  several 
small  messes  allowed.  19,  Clothing,  condition,  deficiencies — good  for 
prisoners.  20.  Men,  morale,  sanitary  condition,  personal  cleanliness — 
good  for  prisoners.  21.  Hospital,  topography  of,  locality,  soil,  drain- 
age— same  as  prison.  22.  Hospital  buildings,  number,  kind,  capacity — 
one,  wooden,  200  feet  by  40  feet,  capacity,  200.  *  *  *  24.  Hospital 
warming,  ventilation,  lighting — coal  stoves,  side,  ridge,  and  end,  gas. 
25.  Water-closets  and  sinks — sink  connected  with  hospital.  26.  Hos- 
pital discipline,  police — good.  27.  Water,  source,  supply,  quality, 
effects — Mississippi  River  water,  abundant,  good,  salutary.  28.  Fuel, 
whence  obtained,  kind,  supply — coal  and  wood,  abundant.  29.  Diet, 
quality,  quantity,  and  variety — good.  30.  Diet,  how  cooked;  how 
inspected,  messing — ranges,  jjurveying  officer,  daily,  mess-room.  31. 
Medical  and  hospital  supplies,  quality,  condition,  deficiencies — good. 

32.  Instruments,  hospital,  personal,  condition,  deficiencies — sufficient. 

33.  Commissary  stores,  medical  comforts,  condition,  deficiencies — good. 

34.  Hospital  records  and  accounts — properly  made  out  and  kept.  35. 
Hospital  muster  and  pay  rolls — properly  made  out  and  kei)t.  36. 
Report  of  sick  and  wounded  and  of  operations — properly  made  out  and 
kept.  37.  Requisitions  and  returns — properly  made  out  and  kept.  38. 
Morning  reports,  provision  returns — proi)erly  made  out  and  kept.    39. 
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Hospital  fujid,  bow  expended,  accounted  for,  condition — $740,  properly. 
40.  Hospital  washing,  Low  performed,  how  paid  for — by  contract,  paid 
out  of  hospital  fund.  41.  Surgeons,  number  present  and  absent — 1. 
42.  Assistant  surgeons — 1  present,  1  absent.  43.  Chaplains — none. 
44.  Hospital  stewards — 1.  45.  Cooks  and  nurses — 35.  46,  Sick,  ratio 
of,  to  strength  of  command — 11  to  100.  47.  Sick,  condition,  cleanli- 
ness— good.  48.  Sick,  beds  for,  superficial  area  and  air  space  per 
bed — sufflcient.  *  *  *  51.  Medical  and  surgical  treatment — good. 
52.  Surgical  operations,  how  performed — none.  53.  Nursing,  how  per- 
formed— by  prisoners.  54.  Diseases  prevalent — diarrhea,  fevers,  mala- 
ria. 55.  Diseases  of  local  origin — probably  none.  56.  Diseases,  miti- 
gation— by  better  police.  57.  Recoveries  from  diseases,  wounds,  rapid 
or  tardy — tardy.  58.  Mortality  from  diseases,  wounds,  per  cent. — l-jV 
per  cent,  for  past  three  months.  59.  Vaccination — attended  to  properly. 
60.  Interments,  how  conducted  and  recorded — properly. 

Absent  medical  ofi&cers — D.  It.  Marks,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S. 
Army;  family  reasons,  by  authority  of  General  Eosecrans. 

Special  reports  respecting  the  skill,  eificiency,  and  conduct  of  offtcers 
and  attendants  connected  with  the  medical  department :  T.  A.  Worrall, 
surgeon  of  volunteers,  ef&cient;  H.  Williams,  acting  assistant  surgeon, 
U.  S.  Army,  efficient;  D.  R.  Marks,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S. 


Army,  efficient. 


C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Inspector,  U.  8.  Army. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  4, 1864. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J).  G.  : 
General  :  I  am  authorized  by  Major-General  Halleck,  chief  of  staff, 
to  require  a  suitable  barge  to  be  purchased  and  fitted  up  for  the  accom- 
modation of  a  guard  of  thirty-five  men,  armed  with  a  6-pounder  field 
piece  and  a  24-pouuder  howitzer,  to  be  anchored  in  the  Mississippi 
River,  off  Rock  Island,  as  additional  security  for  the  depot  of  prisoners 
of  war,  and  I  respectfully  request  you  will  direct  the  quartermaster  at 
Saint  Louis  to  provide  such  a  barge  properly  fitted  up.  The  officers 
of  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Saint  Louis  have  had  so  much 
experience  in  gun-boats  that  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  make  any 
suggestions  further  than  this,  that  the  object  is  to  establish  a  floating 
citadel,  inaccessible  to  the  prisoners,  and  so  armed  as  to  overawe  them, 
which  it  is  desirable  should  be  done  at  as  little  expense  as  possible. 
A  substantial  flat-boat  would  probably  answer  the  purpose.  Besides 
the  accommodations  for  the  men  for  messing  and  sleeping,  a  suitable 
room  will  be  required  for  one  or  two  officers.  Should  it  become  neces- 
sary to  move  it  at  any  time  a  ferry-boat  will  be  used  for  the  occasion. 
The  gun  carriages  will  be  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  the  quarter- 
master will  be  informed  of  their  character,  so  that  the  frames  in  the 
barge  may  be  made  to  correspond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■^  W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  Va,,  August  4, 1864. 

Hon.  EOBEKT    OULD, 

Comr.  for  Exchange  of  Gonfed,  Authorities,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  Very  probably  you  have  had  your  attention  called  to  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  engagement  between  tlie  U.  S.  steamer  Kearsarge  and 
the  steamer  Alabama,  which  claimed  to  sail  under  a  flag  and  commission 
from  your  authorities. 

It  would  seem  from  the  reports,*  copies  of  which  I  inclose,  of  li. 
Semmes,  captain,  and  John  A.  Wiuslow,  captain,  in  command  of  the  two 
vessels,  that  the  Alabama  surrendered  to  the  Kearsarge  in  a  sinking 
condition;  that  her  colors  were  then  hauled  down  and  a  boat  dispatched 
to  the  Kearsarge  to  inform  Iier  of  that  condition ;  that  the  Kearsarge, 
although  employed  in  picking  up  the  drowning  crew,  was  prevented 
from  taking  them  all  in  actual  custody  by  the  sinking  of  the  prize 
before  she  was  actually  boarded.  Some  of  the  Kearsarge's  prisoners 
were  picked  up,  at  the  request  of  Captain  Winslow,  by  the  British 
steamer  yacht  Greyhound  [Deerhound]. 

Under  the  precedent  set  by  this  Government  in  the  case  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Mercedita,  which  surrendered  to  the  iron- 
clads which  came  out  of  Charleston  in  January,  1863,  and  although  not 
taken  possession  of  by  the  Confederate  forces,  who  were  driven  off 
before  they  had  opportunity  so  to  do,  her  officers  and  crew  were  regarded 
by  this  Government  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  were  duly  exchanged, 
equivalents  being  forwarded  for  them. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  bring 
this  matter  to  your  attention  and  notify  you  that  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Alabama  at  the  time  of  her  surrender  are  regarded  by  this  Gov- 
ernment as  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  we  shall  expect,  in  each  exchange 
for  them,  our  officers  and  seamen  prisoners  in  the  South  or  on  parole. 

I  also  take  leave  to  forward  for  your  consideration,  as  bearing  upon 
the  subject-matter  of  this  note,  the  report  of  a  board  of  naval  officers  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  convened  by  his  order 
to  examine  and  report  upon  the  questions  here  involved.* 

I  take  leave  to  ask  that  you  will  favor  me  with  an  early  reply,  stating 
whether  you  desire  special  exchanges  for  these  prisoners,  or  whether 
you  desire  to  let  them  stand  as  subject  to  the  general  cartel  or  other 
general  negotiations  as  i)risoner8  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  August  4,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  Gommissioner  for  Exchange,  &c. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  proposed  exchange  of 
prisoners  of  war  in  this  division  and  the  Trans- Mississippi  Department 
failed  on  the  alleged  ground  of  want  of  authority  on  the  part  of  General 
Smith.  A  special  exchange  was  subsequently  proposed,  to  which  1 
have  agreed,  as  it  will  release  a  large  number  of  our  prisoners  now  con- 
fined in  Texas, in  exchange,  in  great  part,  for  men  that  have  been  paroled 

"Not  fouud  as  iuclosures;  but  see  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confedeiate 
Navies,  published  by  the  Navy  Department. 
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and  are  within  tbe  rebel  lines.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  this  agreement,*  and 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  prisoners  referred  to  iu  articles  2 
and  3  may  be  sent  me  for  delivery. 

The  exchange  of  the  prisoners  belonging  to  our  navy  now  confined  in 
Texas  was  refused  in  consequence  of  orders  from  the  rebel  Government 
at  Richmond  prohibiting  their  exchange  except  for  prisoners  belonging 
to  the  rebel  navy.  It  is  hoped  that  Admiral  Farragut's  operation  at 
Mobile  Bay  will  give  us  the  means  of  eftectiug  the  release  of  these  men. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  Oeneral,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

No.  107.  )  New  Orleans,  August  4, 1804, 

The  following-named  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates, 
being  of  the  number  of  prisoners  of  war  delivered  on  parole  at  Eed 
River  Landing,  La.,  June  17,  1864,  and  being  an  equivalent  for  110 
privates,  are  hereby  declared  duly  exchanged  iu  accordance  with  an 
agreement  entered  into  July  22, 1864,  between  Col.  Charles  (J.  Dwight, 
U.  S.  commissioner  of  exchange  for  the  Military  Division  of  West 
Mississippi,  and  Maj.  Ig,  Szymanski,  C.  S.  commissioner  of  exchange 
for  the  Trans- Mississippi  Department: 

Col.  Frank  Emerson,  Sixty  seventh  Indiana  Volunteers;  Capt.  Robert 
B.  Ennis,  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  New  York  Volunteers ;  Second  Lieut. 
George  W.  Gibson,  One  hundred  and  sixty-second  New  York  Volunteers ; 
Second  Lieut.  Squire  Piukston,  Nineteenth  Kentucky  Volunteers;  Sec- 
ond Lieut.  Harrison  S.  Poulter,  Nineteenth  Kentucky  Volunteers.! 

OflScers  and  enlisted  men  above  enumerated  will  join  their  respective 
commands  without  delay. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Banks : 

GEORGE  B.  DRAKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


fAUGUST  4,  1864. — For  Foster  to  Halleck  (two  letters),  reporting 
special  exchange  of  officers,  representing  condition  of  Union  prisoners 
at  Andersonville,  and  recommending  that  no  more  exchanges  be  made 
at  Charleston,  for  reasons  stated,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II, 
pp.  212,213.] 

Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps,  August  4, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  tbe  following  names  of  Fed- 
eral officers  captured  on  the  30th  ultimo  by  the  troops  of  Anderson's 
division.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Mahone  commanding,  whilst  in  command 
of  negro  troops  of  the  enemy,  for  action  of  the  Department,  as  indi- 
cated in  order  of  His  Excellency  the  President,  published  in  General 
Orders,  No.  Ill,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  series  of 

1862:  

*See  July  28,  p.  508.  t  AdcI  61  enlisted  meu  (names  Lere  omitted). 
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Charles  Robinson,  captain  Company  B,  Thirty-first  U.  S.  Colored 
Volunteers;  1).  W,  Scott,  captain  Company  E,  S.  D.  Baniuin,  captain 
Company  C,  P.  A.  Simonson,  first  lieutenant  Company  F,  Twenty-third 
U.  6.  Colored  Volunteers;  F.  S.  Bowley,  first  lieutenant  Company  H, 
Thirtieth  U.  S,  Colored  Volunteers;  W.  H.  Mix,  first  lieutenant  Com- 
pany I,  Nineteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Volunteers;  H.  A.  Downing,  second 
lieutenant  Company  D,  Thirty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Volunteers;  Charles 
B.  Sanders,  first  lieutenant  Company  D,  Thirtieth  U.  S.  Colored  Vol- 
unteers; M.  B.  Case,  second  lieutenant  Company  A,  Twenty-third 
U.  S.  Colored  Volunteers;  L.  D.  Dobbs,  second  lieutenant  Company  C, 
A.  J.  Eaymor,  second  lieutenant  Company  G,  Nineteenth  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Volunteers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


[Firat  indorsement.] 


August  5, 1864. 


Major  Bridgfoed: 

What  disposition  was  made  of  these  oflicers  ? 
BespectfuUy, 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Second  indonement.] 

Hdqes.  Provost  Guarb,  Army  of  N.  Virginia, 

Augtist  6,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned. 

The  names  of  these  officers  appear  on  my  books  and  have  been 
sent  to  Danville  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  army  headquarters 
received  Slst  of  July,  1864. 

D.  B.  BEIDGFORD, 

Major,  Commanding. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  8, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Department. 
For  General  R.  E.  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

August  13,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Please  see  "joint  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  retaliation"  approved 
May  1, 1863. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Camp  Sumtee,  Anderson,  Ga.,  August  4, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Chandler,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Sir  :  This  prison  was  located  about  the  20th  of  December,  1863,  and 
the  first  work  done  was  about  the  10th  of  January,  1864.  There  was 
great  difficulty  in  procuring  labor  and  teams.  All  the  transportation 
we  ever  had  is  what  we  were  able  to  hire  from  a  refugee,  the  Govern- 
ment famishing  none  until  June,  1864. 

The  prison  was  at  first  designed  for  6,000  prisoners;  subsequently 
and  in  time  before  completion  it  was  extended  for  10,000.  Before  the 
stockade  was  completed  necessity  compelled  us  to  send  about  3,000 
prisoners  to  occupy  it.  The  interruption  caused  thereby  retarded  the 
work.  The  arrival  of  the  prisoners  made  greater  demands  on  the 
already  insufficient  labor  and  prevented  the  completion  of  the  original 
design.  The  constantly  increasing  number  of  prisoners  rendered  the 
necessary  improvements  almost  impossible,  the  improvements  about 
the  stream  of  water  for  the  time  impossible,  and  will  now  be  very  diffi- 
cult. This  prison,  as  above  stated,  was  originally  designed  for  10,000, 
and  the  extent  of  the  baking  and  cooking  and  all  other  arrangements 
was  designed  for  that  number. 

Subsequently  the  number  was  constantly  increased  until  it  has 
reached  over  32,000.  In  the  meantime  ten  acres  had  been  added  to 
the  stockade.  When  the  number  had  reached  12,000  immediate  steps 
were  taken  to  increase  the  baking,  cooking,  and  other  arrangements, 
but  the  impossibility  of  procuring  the  necessary  material  has  prevented 
the  completion.  In  a  few  days.the  cooking  arrangements  will  be  com- 
pleted; the  baking  is,  and  I  fear  will  be,  delayed  for  want  of  the 
necessary  material.  The  present  and  constantly  increasing  crowded 
state  of  the  stockade  will,  I  fear,  compel  me  to  occupy  the  space 
between  the  present  stockade  and  the  stockade  now  being  erected  for 
defense  for  prisons.  This  will  be  a  serious  inconvenience,  but  I  see  no 
help  for  it. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDEE, 

Brif/adier-  General. 


Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  August  4, 1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Wnn)ER,  Commandant  of  Post  : 

General,:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  0.  S.  military  prison : 

First.  Medical  topography  of  the  station. — The  location  is  high  and  well 
drained,  the  soil  light  and  sandy.  Near  the  stockade,  in  a  southward 
direction,  is  a  creek  whose  margins  are  muddy  and  boggy.  Through 
the  center  of  the  stockade  passes  a  smaller  stream  of  similar  char- 
acter. This  condition  is  favorable  to  the  development  of  malarious 
diseases,  but  the  report  of  sick  and  wounded  for  the  month  of  July 
exhibits  a  small  ratio  of  this  class  of  diseases.  Out  of  10,621  cases 
treated  only  505  are  of  a  malarious  character.  This  cause  appears  to 
have  acted  more  on  the  garrison  than  on  the  prisoners.  Out  of  1,603 
cases  treated  145  malarious  diseases  are  reported. 

Second.  Olimate.—The  climate  is  hot,  and  the  prisoners  coming  from 
a  much  higher  latitude  have  been  influenced  greatly  by  this  agency. 

Third.  Nature  of  barracks  and  hospital  accommodations. — ^The  prison- 
ers are  without  barracks  or  tents,  30,000  men  being  densely  crowded 
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together,  slieltered  only  by  blankets  and  low  hovels  densely  and  irregu- 
larly arranged,  preventing  free  circulation,  engendering  lonl  and  nox- 
ious vapors,  and  precluding  any  system  of  police.  The  men  are  exposed 
during  the  day  to  the  rays  of  the  sun  and  to  dews  at  night,  and  many 
are  entirely  unprotected  during  rains.  The  hospital  accommodations 
are  utterly  inadecjuate  to  accommodate  the  large  number  of  sick.  The 
hospital  is  located  in  a  grove  on  the  bank  of  the  creek,  southeastward 
from  the  stockade.  The  site  is  the  most  eligible  in  the  vicinity  with 
the  present  appliances.  Tliere  is  a  great  deftcien(;y  in  the  number  of 
tents  in  which  the  sick  are  treated;  they  are  also  too  small  for  hospi- 
tal purposes.  A  constant  increase  in  number  of  prisoners  and  hence 
of  the  sick  has  called  for  a  continued  expansion  of  hospital  accommo- 
dations. The  ho8i)ital  grounds  were  first  designed  to  accommodate 
1,000  sick  and  were  fitted  up  as  best  could  be  with  the  means  on 
hand.  Since  that  time  the  number  of  sick  in  hospital  has  increased  to 
2,208,  and* 

Fifth.  Establishment  of  regulations  in  regard  to  cleanliness. — It  should 
be  the  duty  of  Confederate  sergeants  attending  roll-call,  or  others,  to 
see  that  all  men  of  their  commands  bathe  at  stated  intervals  and  that 
their  clothes  are  washed  at  least  once  a  week.  For  this  purpose  soap 
should  be  issued  to  the  prisoners. 

Sixth.  Improvement  in  rations. — The  meal,  if  possible,  should  be  bolted 
before  being  issued.  Arrangements  should  be  speedily  made  by  which 
rice,  beans,  and  other  antiscorbutics  should  be  issued.  During  the 
present  season  green  corn  might  be  issued  in  lieu  of  the  bread  ration, 
if  not  regularly,  at  least  three  times  a  week.  If  possible,  the  prisoners 
should  be  supplied  with  vinegar  occasionally,  and  an  occasional  issue  of 
molasses  in  lieu  of  meat  ration  would  tend  greatly  to  correct  the 
scurvy,  which  prevails  to  a  great  extent. 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 
Chief  Surgeon  of  Post. 

[Indorsement.] 

Andeksonvillb,  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 
Eespectfnlly  submitted  with  report  of  inspection. 

D.  T.  CHANDLEK, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Setiini  of  officials,  officem,  agents,  avd  employta,  medical  department,  Andersonville,  Ga. 


Name  and  rank. 


Isaiah  H.  White,  surgeon 

E.  Sheppard,  anrgeon 

E.  D.  iiUand,  an  rgeon 

K.  E.  Alexander,  assistant 
surgeon. 

W.  B.  Harrison,  assistant 
surgeon. 

J.  S.  Dillard,  assistant  sur- 
geon, 

A."  Thoraburgh,  assistant 
Burgeon. 

E.  T.  McSwain,  assistant  sur- 


geon. 

K.  E.  Mndd.  assistant  sur- 
geon. 

W.K.  Credille,  assistant  sur- 
geon. 

J.  C.  Pelot,  assistant  surgeon 


Duty. 


Chief  surgeon  of  post 

Charge  ot  smallpox  hospital 

Charge  of  first  division  prison  hospital . 
Prison  hospital 


Sumter  hospital Juno  30, 1862 

Prison  hospital '. July  16,1802 

--■-<lo Oct.  24,1862 

---■<lo Oct.  29,1862 

--■-do N„,-.  2,1862 

Charge  of  second  division  hospital Apr.    9, 1863 

Prison  hospital Nov.  21,1863 

•A  portion  of  this  paper  is  missing;    but  see  .'mother  copy  of  tlie  report  dated 
August  6,  pp.  558,  559, 


Date  of  com- 
mission. 


May  24,1862 
Ang.  12, 1862 
Nov.  1,1862 
June  14, 1862 


Date  of  con- 
tract. 
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KaiiMwuul  nmk. 


A.  F.  Pharr,  actiuc:  nasiBtunt 
Hiirffcoii. 

F.  A.  McVcigb,  acting  assist- 
ant BurffeoD. 

n.  E.  Watlcina,  acting  nssist- 
ant  siirseoD. 

A.  C  L.  liindanian,  acting  na- 
Bistant  Burgeon. 

H.  C.  AVilliama,  acting  iia- 
aifltant  aurgcon. 

O.  C.  Collins,  acting  asaiat- 
ant  aurgeou. 

F,  J.  W«;1Th,  acting  aasiatiint 
aiirgeon. 

"W.  J.  Keeves,  acting  aaaiat- 
ant  aurgcon. 

"W.  K.  D.  Thompson,  acting 
asaiatant  surgeon. 

Alfred  S.  Jaraen,  acting  aa 
Blatant  aurgeon. 

Joseph  H.  Malone,  acting  na- 
aiatant  Burgeon. 

Bedford  J.  Head,  acting  as- 
aistaut  aurgeon. 

Robert  T.  Hawea,  acting  as- 
sistant  aurgcon. 

E.  U.  Mitcliell,  acting  assist- 
ant aurgeon. 

Saiul.  S.  liird,  acting  asaiat- 
ant  Burgeon. 

R.  M,  Patterson,  acting  aa- 
aistaut  aurgeon. 

L,  J.  Kilpatrick,  acting  as- 
aistant  aurgeon. 

T.  S.  Hopkina,  acting  aaaist- 
ant  surgeon. 

W  II.  Bailey,  acting  assist- 
ant snrgeon. 

"W.  P.  Sbeppard,  acting  as- 
sistant surgeon. 

J.  M.  Howell,  acting  aaaiat- 
ant surgeon. 

B.  F.  Stanley,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeon. 

W.  L.  Miller,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeon. 
A.  J.  Sanders,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeon. 

A.  R.  Rowzie,  hospital  stew- 
ard. 

L.  B.  Robinaon,  hospital 
steward. 

John  L.  Dance,  hospital 
steward,  a 

R.  M.  Newton  b 

J.  R.  King,  druggist 

L.  Bankston,  hospital  stew- 
ard, c 

B.  F.  Smitli,  hospital  aten- 
ard.  d  ; 

James  G.  Crouch,  ward-mas- 
ter, a  ' 

James  Newberr3',  ward-roas- 
ter, a 

MorriflTyson,  ward-mastera. 

Alex.  Dunn,  ward-master  o  .. 

Saml.Williaon,  ward-mastera' 

Jos.  Moaley,  ward-master  a..! 

Wm.  M.  Murphy,  clerk  e 1 


Duty. 


Date  of  com-  '  Date  of  con- 
mission,       j        tract. 


Purchaaing  supplies I Mar.    1,1864 

Prison  hoapit^il | \  ^ar.  11.1864 

Sumter  hospital i I  ^ar.  28,1804 

Sick-call  in  prison i  Mar.  31,1864 

I 

Do. 


do 

do 

....do 

....do 

Sumter  hospital. 


I 


i 


a  Private,  Fifty-fifth  (icorgia  Volunteers,  Company  A . 

ft  Private,  Fifty-fifth  Georgia  Volunteers,  Company  B. 

c  Private,  Furlow's  battalion,  Company  A. 

d  Private,  Third  Georgia  Reserves,  Company  C 

e  Private,  Second  Regiment  Georgia  Reserves,  Coropau3'  F. 


Apr.  19, 1864 

'  June  21, 1864 
I 
July  11,1864 

i  July  16, 1864 


I 


do 

do 

do 

do 

--..do 

.....do 

....do 

Prison  hospital 

...do 

Sick-call  in  prison 

....do 

Prison  hospital 

I  I 

-    -do .....I  juljr  21,1864 

Engineer  Corps 

Sick-call  in  prison 

First  Georgia  Keserves 

Sick-call 

Priaou  hospital 

do 

Sick-call  in  prison 

do 

(!?harge  hospital  stores 

Smallpox  hospital 

Issuing  provisions 

Purchasius  supplies , 

Engineer  Corps 

Sumter  hospital , 

Prison  hospital , 

do 


July  20,1864 


July  29, 1864 
July  30, 18G4 

Do. 

Do. 
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Name  and  rank 

With  whom  con- 
tract was  made. 

By  whom  as- 
signed. 

Date  of  and  liy 
what  author- 
ity detailed. 

Kemarks. 

laaiah  H.White,  surgeon 

Secretary     o  f 
War. 

do  .. 

Doctor    Stont   is 

the  medical  di- 
rector of  the  de- 
partment. 

K.  E.  Alexander,  assistant 

do 

surgeon. 

do    

surgeon. 
J.  S.  Pillard,  assistant  sur- 

 do 

geon. 
A.    Thornburgh,     assistant 

surgeon. 
E.  T.  McSwain,  assistant  sur- 

do 

do 

geon. 
K.  E.  Mudd,  assistant  sur- 

do 

geon. 
"W.   H.   Credille,    assistant 

.  -    do 

BUTgdOn. 

J.  C.  Pelot,  assistant  surgeon . 

A.  F.  Pbarr,  acting  assistant 
surgeon. 

F.  A.  McVeigh,  acting  assist- 
ant sargeon. 

H.  £.  Watkins,  acting  assist- 
ant Burgeon. 

A.  C.  L.  HindBman,  acting  as- 
sistant surgeon. 

H.  C.  Williams,  acting  as- 
sistant Burgeon. 

0.  C.  Collins,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeon. 

F.  J.  Wells,  acting  assistant 
surgeon. 

-   -    do  . 

CM>t.  W.  S.  Win- 

do 

Col.   A.  W.  Per- 
sons. 
do 

Awaiting     c  o  n  - 
tract. 
Do 

Surgeon  Stout 

.  .  do 

Sargeon  Stout . 
do 

ant  surgeon. 
W.  R.  D.  Thompson,  acting 
assistant  surgeon. 

sistant  surgeon. 

Joseph  H.  Malone,  acting  as- 
sistant surgeon. 

Bedford  J.  Hea<l.  acting  as- 
sistant surgeon. 

Sobert  T.  Hawes,  acting  as- 
sistant surgeon. 

E.  H.  Mitchell,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeon. 

Saml.  S.  Bird,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeon. 

K.  M.  Patterson,  acting  as- 
sistant surgeon. 

L.  J.  Kilpatrick,  acting  as- 
sintant  Burgeon. 

T.  S.  Hopkins,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeon. 

W.  H.  Bailey,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeon. 

Do 

litia  hy  Govern- 
or. 
Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Surgeon  Stout 

do 

Sargeon  Stout . 
do    

litia. 
Awaiting     c  o  n  - 
tract. 

sistant  surgeon. 

Sargeon  Stout . 
do 

ant  surgeon. 

B.  F.  Stanley,  acting  assist- 
ant sargeon. 

"W.  L.  Miller,  acting  assist- 
ant sargeon. 

A.J.  Sanders,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeon. 

A.  E.  Eowzie, hospital  stew- 
ard. 

L.    B.    Sohinson,    hospital 
steward. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do    . 

March  10 ;  See- 

retary    of 

War. 
March  7 ;  Sec- 

retary    of 

War. 
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Name  and  rank. 


"With  whom  con 
tract  ^vas  made. 


Julni     L.     Dance, 
steward,  a 


hospital 


U.  M.  Kewtoub  . 


J.  H.  King,  druggist  . 


L.  liankstou,  hospital  stew- 
ard, c 

B.  F.  Smith,  hospital  stew- 
ard, d 

James  G.  Crouch,  ward-mas- 
ter, a 

James  Newberry,  ward-mas- 
ter, a 

Morris  Tyson,  ward-mastera. 

Alex. Dunn,  ward-mastera  .. 

SamLTITillison,  ward-mastera 

Jos.  Mosley,  wnrd-raaster  a . . 

AVm.  M.  Murphy,  clerk  e 


By  whom  as- 
signed. 


I 


Date  of  and  by 
what  author- 
ity detailed. 


February  28; 
Captain 
"Winder. 

March  8;  Col- 
onel Per- 
sons. 

May  26;  Ma- 
jor Ko-w- 
land. 

July  25 ;  Gen- 
eral J.  H. 
Winder. 

July  4;  Gen- 
eral J.  H. 
Winder. 

do 


-do. 

do. 

do. 
-do  . 
.do. 
.do  . 


llemarks. 


a  Trivate,  Fifty-flfth  Georgia  Volunteers,  Company  A. 

6  Private,  Fifty-fifth  Georgia  Volunteers,  Company  B. 

c  Private,  Furlow's  battalion.  Company  A. 

dPrivate,  Third  Georgia  Keserves,  Company  C. 

e  Private,  Second  Regiment  Georgia  Reserves,  Company  F. 


Name  and  rank. 

Regiment. 

Date  of 
detail. 

1 
By  whom  detailed.           Remarks. 

J.  V.  Cartright,  private  .. 

1st  Georgia  Reserves, 
Company  B. 

July,  1864 
do  .... 

General  J.H.Win- 

tier. 
do 

Convalescent  pa- 
tients are  detail- 

Wni.  M.  Dcestcr,  private. 
A.  J.  Smith,  private 

3d  Georgia  Reserves, 

Company  K. 
3d  Georgia  Reserves, 

Company  G. 
do              

do    ... 

do 

.do 

do 

the    lighter  du- 
ties ot  the  hos- 
pitals,   and    re- 
turn    to     their 
command  when- 
ever    able     for 
duty,  and   their 
places    supplied 
by  others. 
Now  sick. 

Detailed. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

.  ...do    ... 

do 

iBt  Georgia  Reserves, 
Company  K. 

3d  Georgia  Reserves, 

Company  G. 
4th  Georgia  Reserves, 

Company  C. 
3d  Georgia  Reserves, 

Company  U. 
2d  Georgia  Reserves, 

Company  A. 
4th  Georgia  Reserves, 

Company  D. 
1st  GeorgiaReaerves, 

Company  F. 
1st  Georgia  Reserves, 

Company  H. 

do  .... 

do 

J.  G.  Ferguson,  ]irivate  . . 
J.  B.  Hartley,  private  — 
Wm.  Stallworth,  private. 

S.  C.  Cash,  private 

D.  H.  Teat,  private 

Wm.  Avery,  private 

W.J.  Cook,  private 

do.-.. 

do 

do 

.do 

.  do 

do 

do 

do 

Do. 

JNO.  H,  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General, 
ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 
Chief  Surgeon  of  Post. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Andeesonville,  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 

Eespectfully  submitted  with  report  of  inspection. 

D.  T.  CHANDLER, 
Lieut,  Col.  and  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


BiCHMOND,  Va.,  August  5,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Winder,  Andersonvillc : 

Your  communication  of  July  23  received.*     Suggestion  concurred 
iu.    Write  letter  and  designate  place  for  the  removal  of  the  prisoners. 
By  order  of  the  President: 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


MiLLEN,  August  J,  1864. 
General  S.  Cooper  : 

We  have  made  a  selection  for  a  new  prison,  live  miles  from  this  place, 
on  the  Augusta  railroad. 

D.  W.  VOWLES, 
W.  S.  WINDER, 

Captains. 


Anderson,  July  [August]  5, 1864. 

Col.  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 

Colonel  :  Having,  in  obedience  to  instructions  of  25th  of  July  ultimo, 
carefully  inspected  the  prison  for  Federal  prisoners  of  war  and  post  at 
this  place,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

The  Federal  prisoners  of  war  are  confined  within  a  stockade  15  feet 
high,  of  roughly  hewn  pine  logs,  about  8  inches  in  diameter,  inserted  5 
feet  in  the  ground,  inclosing,  including  the  recent  extension,  an  area  of 
540  by  260  yards.  A  railing  around  the  inside  of  the  stockade  and 
about  20  feet  from  it  constitutes  the  "  dead-line,"  beyond  which  the  pris- 
oners are  not  allowed  to  pass,  and  about  3^  acres  near  the  center  of  the 
inclosure  are  so  marshy  as  to  be  at  present  unfit  for  occupation,  reduc- 
ing the  available  present  area  to  about  23J  acres,  which  gives  somewhat 
less  than  6  square  feet  to  each  prisoner.  Even  this  is  being  constantly 
reduced  by  the  additions  to  their  number.  A  small  stream  passes  from 
west  to  east  through  the  inclosure  at  about  150  yards  from  its  southern 
limit  and  furnishes  the  only  water  for  washing  accessible  to  the  pris- 
oners. Some  regiments  of  the  guard,  the  bakery,  and  cook-house, 
being  placed  on  the  rising  ground  bordering  the  stream  before  it  enters 
the  prison,  render  the  water  nearly  unfit  for  use  before  it  reaches  the 
prisoners.  This  is  now  being  remedied  in  part  by  the  removal  of  the 
cook-house.  Under  the  pressure  of  their  necessities  the  prisoners  have 
dug  numerous  wells  within  the  inclosure,  from  which  they  obtain  an 
ample  supply  of  water  to  drink  of  good  quality.  Excepting  the  edges 
of  this  stream,  the  soil  is  sandy  and  easily  drained,  but  from  30  to  50 

— ■ 

*Not  fouud. 
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yards  ou  each  side  of  it  the  ground  is  a  muddy  marsh,  totally  unfit  for 
occupation,  and  having  been  constantly  used  as  a  sink  since  the  prison 
was  lirst  established,  it  is  now  in  a  shocking  condition  and  cannot  fail 
to  breed  pestilence.  An  effort  is  being  made  by  Oaptain  Wirz,  com- 
manding the  prison,  to  fill  up  the  marsh  and  construct  a  sluice— the 
upi)er  end  to  be  used  for  bathing,  &c.,  the  lower  as  a  sink— but  the 
ditliculty  of  i)rocuriug  lumber  and  tools  very  nmch  retards  the  work 
and  threatens  soon  to  stop  it.  No  shelter  whatever,  nor  materials  for 
constructing  any,  has  been  provided  by  the  prison  authorities,  and  the 
ground  being  entirely  bare  of  trees,  none  is  within  reach  of  the  pris- 
oners, nor  has  it  been  possible,  from  the  overcrowded  state  of  the 
inclosure,  to  arrange  the  camp  with  any  system.  Each  man  has  been 
permitted  to  protect  himself  as  best  he  can,  stretching  his  blanket,  or 
whatever  he  may  have,  above  him  on  such  sticks  as  he  can  procure, 
thatclies  of  pine  or  whatever  his  ingenuity  may  suggest  and  his  clever- 
ness supply.  Of  other  shelter  there  is  and  has  been  none.  The  whole 
number  of  prisoners  is  divided  into  messes  of  270,  and  subdivisions  of 
90  men,  each  under  a  sergeant  of  their  own  number  and  selection, 
and  but  one  C.  S.  ofiQcer,  Captain  Wirz,  is  assigned  to  the  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  whole.  In  consequence  of  this  fact  and  the 
absence  of  all  regularity  in  the  prison  grounds,  and  there  being  no 
barracks  or  tents,  there  are  and  can  be  no  regulations  established  for 
the  "  police  consideration  for  the  health,  comfort,  and  sanitary  condition 
of  those  within  the  inclosure,"  and  none  are  practicable  under  existing 
circumstances.  In  evidence  of  their  condition  I  would  cite  the  facts 
that  numbers  have  been  found  murdered  by  their  comrades,  and  that 
recently,  in  their  desi>erate  efforts  to  provide  for  their  own  safety;  a 
court  organized  among  themselves,  by  authority  of  General  Winder, 
commanding  the  post,  granted  on  their  own  application,  has  tried  a 
large  number  of  their  fellow-prisoners  and  sentenced  six  to  be  hung, 
which  sentence  was  duly  executed  by  themselves  within  the  stockade, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  post  commander.  His  order  in  tbe  case  has 
been  forwarded  by  him  to  the  War  Department.  There  is  no  medical 
attendance  furnished  within  the  stockade.  Small  quantities  of  medi- 
cines are  placed  in  the  hands  of  certain  prisoners  of  each  squad  or 
division,  and  the  sick  are  directed  to  be  brought  out  by  the  sergeants  of 
squads  daily  at  "sick-call"  to  tbe  medical  officers  who  attend  at  the 
gate.  The  crowd  at  these  times  is  so  greai  that  only  the  strongest  can 
get  access  to  the  doctors,  the  weaker  ones  being  unable  to  force  their 
way  through  the  press;  and  the  hospital  accommodations  are  so  limited 
that,  though  the  beds  (so  called)  have  all  or  nearly  all  two  occupants 
each,  large  numbers  who  would  otherwise  be  received  are  necessarily 
sent  back  to  the  stockade.  Many — twenty  yesterday— are  carted  out 
daily,  who  have  died  from  unknown  causes  and  whom  the  medical 
officers  have  never  seen.  The  dead  are  hauled  out  daily  by  the  wagon- 
load  and  buried  without  coffins,  their  hands  in  many  instances  being 
first  mutilated  with  an  ax  in  the  removal  of  any  finger  rings  they  may 
have.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  prisoners  is  as  wretched  as  can 
be,  the  principal  causes  of  mortality  being  scurvy  and  chronic  diarrhea, 
the  percentage  of  the  former  being  disproportionately  large  among  those 
brought  from  Belle  Isle.  Nothing  seems  to  have  been  done,  and  but 
little,  if  any  effort,  made  to  arrest  it  by  procuring  proper  food.  The 
ration  is  one-third  pound  of  bacon  and  one  pound  and  a  quarter 
unbolted  corn-meal,  with  fresh  beef  at  rare  intervals,  and  occasionally 
rice.  When  to  be  obtained — very  seldom — a  small  quantity  of  molasses 
is  substituted  for  the  meat  ration.    A  little  weak  vinegar,  unfit  for  use, 
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has  sometimes  been  issued.  The  arraugemeiits  for  cooking  and  baking 
have  been  wholly  inadequate,  and  though  additions  are  now  being 
completed  it  will  still  be  impossible  to  cook  for  the  whole  number  of 
prisoners.  Eaw  rations  have  to  be  issued  to  a  very  large  proportion 
who  are  entirely  unprovided  with  proper  utensils  and  furnished  so 
limited  a  supply  of  fuel  they  are  compelled  to  dig  with  their  hands  in 
the  filthy  marsh  before  mentioned  for  roots,  &c.  No  soap  or  clothing 
has  ever  been  issued.  After  inquiry  I  am  confident  that  by  slight 
exertions  green  corn  and  other  antiscorbutics  could  readily  be  obtained. 
Herewith  I  hand  two  reports  of  Chief  Surgeon  White,  to  vvhich  I  would 
respectfully  call  your  attention.*  The  present  hospital  arrangements 
were  only  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  of  10,000  men, 
and  are  totally  insuflScient,  both  in  character  and  extent,  for  the  present 
needs;  the  number  of  prisoners  being  now  more  than  three  times  as 
great,  the  number  of  cases  requiring  medical  treatment  is  in  an 
increased  ratio.  It  is  impossible  to  state  the  number  of  sick,  many 
dying  within  the  stockade  whom  the  medical  officers  never  see  or 
hear  of  'till  their  remains  are  brought  out  for  interment.  The  rate  of 
deaths  has  steadily  increased  from  37.4  per  1,000  during  the  month 
of  March  last  to  02,7  per  1,000  in  July.  Of  the  medical  officers  but 
eleven  hold  commissions;  nearly  all  of  the  others  are  detailed  from  the 
militia,  and  have  accepted  the  position  to  avoid  serving  in  the  ranks, 
and  will  relinriuish  their  contracts  as  soon  as  the  present  emergency  has 
passed  and  the  militia  is  disbanded.  But  little  injury  would  result 
from  this,  however,  as  they  are  generally  very  inefficient;  and  not  resid- 
ing at  the  post,  only  visiting  it  once  a  day  at  "sick-call,"  they  bestow 
but  little  attention  to  those  under  their  care.  The  small]>ox  hospital 
is  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  E.  Sheppard,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 
More  than  half  the  cases  in  it  have  terminated  fatally.  The  manage- 
ment and  police  of  the  general  hospital  grounds  seem  to  be  as  good  as 
the  limited  means  will  allow,  but  there  is  pressing  necessity  for  at 
least  three  times  the  number  of  tents  and  amount  of  bedding  now  on 
hand.  The  supply  of  medicines  is  wholly  inadequate,  and  frequently 
there  is  none,  owing  to  the  great  delays  experienced  in  filling  the 
requisitions. 

The  guard  forces,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Gol.  Henry 
Forno,  Provisional  Army,  G.  S.,  are  composed  of  Captain  Dyke's  com- 
pany Florida  light  artillery.  Fifty-fifth  Eegiment  Georgia  Infantry, 
First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Eegiments  Georgia  Reserves,  and 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Furlow's  battalion  Georgia  militia,  an  aggregate  ol 
3,600  men,  of  vhom  647  are  now  on  the  sick  report.  Captain  Dyke's 
company  of  artillery  is  an  efficient  body  of  men,  well  drilled,  disciplined, 
and  officered.  The  Fifty-tifth  Georgia  is  composed  of  men  who  were 
absent  from  their  command  at  the  time  their  regiment  proper  was 
captured  at  Cumberland  Gap.  They  are  thoroughly  demoralized, 
mutinous,  and  entirely  without  discipline,  and  should  be  at  once 
removed  from  this  point  and  their  places  supplied  with  better  troops. 
The  colonel  of  this  regiment,  C.  B.  Harkie,  though  armed  at  the  time, 
permitted  his  men  to  drag  him  from  a  railroad  car  and  march  him  up 
and  down  the  platform  of  the  depot,  and  to  take  him  from  his  tent, 
place  him  on  a  stump,  and  compel  him  to  go  through  the  manual  of 
arms  with  a  tent-pole,  and  to  sign  and  forward  his  resignation  to 
the  War  Department.  This  last  he  recalled  by  a  telegram  from  Fort 
Valley.  He  has  recently  rejoined  the  command,  but  dares  not  assume 
command  of  the  regiment. 

*  See  August  2  and  4,  y\>.  521, 541. 
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The  four  regiments  Georgia  reserves  liave  been  newly  organized,  and 
without  any  effort  being  made  to  assign  the  old  and  young  men  to 
separate  regiments,  as  should  have  been  done.  A  large  number  are 
evidently  within  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  and  I  respectfully 
recommend  that  a  reliable  conscript  officer  be  sent  among  them.  These 
troops  are  entirely  without  discipline,  and  their  officers  are  incapable 
of  instructing  them,  being  ignorant  of  their  own  duties.  I  recommend 
that  one  competent  officer  from  the  Invalid  Corps  be  assigned  to  each 
reiniinent  as  drill  officer  and  instructor.  I  found  their  arms  in  service- 
able order,  but  many  arc  lacking  bayonets,  cartridge-boxes  and  accou- 
terments.  Fiirlow's  battalion  of  Georgia  n)ilitia,  temporarily  serving 
here,  is  armed  with  muskets  without  bayonets  and  accouterments.  Of 
the  whole  force  there  are  452  men  entirely  without  arms.  As  will  be 
seen  by  the  accompanying  report  of  the  commandant  of  the  post,  there 
are  required  daily  for  duty  an  aggregate  of  784  men,  and  frequent 
details  are  required  in  addition.*  At  least  1,000  men  more  are  essen- 
tially necessary  in  order  to  give  the  troops  their  proper  rest. 

The  magazine  has  not  yet  been  completed  and  the  ammunition  is 
kept  i)artly  in  the  commissary  store  and  partly  in  a  tent.  I  also  hand 
with  this  a  sketch  and  report  of  Captain  Moreno,of  the  Engineer  Corps,t 
showing  the  nature  of  the  defenses  and  the  stockades  being  erected. 
Sixteen  pieces  of  field  artillery  are  now  here,  some  of  which  are  now 
in  position;  the  others  will  be  placed  in  position  as  soon  as  the  neces- 
sary works  can  be  completed;  six  pieces  more  are  en  route.  It  is 
believed  no  other  point  in  the  State  offers  the  same  advantages  of 
healthy  location  and  facilities  for  safe-keeping  of  the  prisoners  that  is 
not  more  accessible  to  raids.  Nor  can  I  learn  that  any  advantage  on 
the  score  of  cheaper  subsistence  or  greater  comfort  to  the  prisoners  can 
be  gained  by  removal  to  any  other  part  of  this  State.  I  am  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  not  over  15,000  prisoners  should  be  kept  at  this  point, 
the  running  water  not  being  sufficient  for  more  than  that  number,  a,nd 
because  it  is  impossible  for  one  man  to  exercise  a  proper  supervision 
over  them,  and  that  all  over  that  number  should  be  sent  elsewhere. 
At  my  reqnest  a  survey  of  the  grounds  has  been  made  by  Colonel 
Harkie,  Fifty-fifth  Georgia  Eegiment,  and  civil  engineer,  with  a  view 
to  drai  iiage.  His  report  is  herewith  submitted,!  with  a  recommendation 
that  his  plan  be  carried  out  by  the  Engineer  Department,  that  being  the 
only  one  authorized  to  impress  the  necessary  labor.  The  necessity  for 
it  is  urgent.  I  also  recommend  that  a  supply  of  clothing  be  furnished 
for  issue  to  the  prisoners  and  that  soap  and  antiscorbutics  be  regu- 
larly issued  to  them.  Attention  is  also  specially  invited  to  the  report 
of  Chief  Surgeon  White  relative  to  the  construction  of  barracks  and 
the  supply  of  additional  tents  for  hospital  use,  and  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  commissioned  officers  of  the  medical  staff  be  sent  to 
replace  the  contract  physicians  and  doctors  detailed  from  the  mihtia 
and  that  they  be  required  to  reside  at  the  post.  The  transportation  of 
the  post  is  entirely  insufficient,  and  authority  is  needed  by  the  quar- 
termaster to  impress  wagons  and  teams  and  sawmills,  when  not 
employed  by  the  Government  or  railroads,  and  kept  diligently  occu- 
pied and  instructions  given  to  the  quartermaster  in  charge  of  trans- 
portation to  afford  every  facility  practicable  for  transporting  lumber 
and  supplies  necessary  for  prisons.  Bake-pans,  or  sheet-iron  for  making 
them,  should  at  once  be  furnished.  The  telegraph  line  should  be  con- 
tinned  from  Fort  Valley  to  Andersonville,  thirty-one  miles.    Attention 


•  See  August  5,  p.  552.  t  Not  found. 
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is  respectfully  called  to  tlie  accompanying  copy  of  an  order  issued  by 
Brigadier-General  Gardner  to  convert  all  moneys  belonging  to  prison- 
ers in  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster  at  Eichmond  into  Confederate 
currency,  and  at  the  prices  established  by  Government,  without  con- 
sulting the  wishes  of  the  prisoners  on  the  subject.*  It  will  be  seen  by 
the  account  book  forwarded  with  this  that  soine  of  these  claim  consid- 
erable amounts.  The  injustice  of  compelling  them  to  receive  our  cur- 
rency against  their  consent  is  apparent. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  tliat  no  more  prisoners  be 
sent  to  this  already  overcrowded  prison,  and  that  at  the  two  additional 
localities  selected  by  General  Winder,  under  instructions  from  General 
Bragg — the  one  near  Millen,  Ga.,  the  other  some  point  in  Alabama 
south  of  Oahaba — arrangements  be  at  once  made  for  the  excess  over 
15,000  at  this  post,  and  such  others  as  may  be  captured.  Since  my 
inspection  was  made  over  1,300  prisoners  have  been  added  to  the  num- 
ber specified  in  the  reports  herewith.  With  a  view  of  relieving  to  some 
extent  this  point  as  soon  as  possible  I  respectfully  suggest  that  2,000 
of  those  who  most  need  the  change,  especially  the  Belle  Isle  prisoners, 
be  at  once  sent  to  Macon  to  occupy  the  qujirters  vacated  by  the  Fed- 
eral oflicers,  that  being  the  greatest  number  who  can  be  properly 
accommodated  with  shelter  at  that  prison. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  prisoners  be  legibly  painted  on  boards  and  exposed  in  conspicuous 
places,  say  by  nailing  on  the  sutler's  shop  and  on  the  inner  face  of  the 
stockade  at  various  points.  Those  established  by  Captain  Wirz,  here- 
with submitted,t  are  approved,  with  the  exception  of  paragraph  4, 
which  it  is  recommended  shall  be  stricken  out. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T,  CHANDLEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[First  iuddraemont.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  (tenekal's  Office, 

Auyuxt  18,  1804. 
Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  condition  of  the  prison  at  Andersonville  is  a  reproach  to  us  as 
a  nation.    The  Engineer  and  Ordnaiice  Dejjartments  were  applied  to 
for  implements,  authorized  their  issue,  and  I  so  telegraphed  General 
Winder.    Colonel  Ciiandler's  recommendations  are  concurred  in. 
By  order  of  General  S.  Cooper : 

U.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

(Second  indorsemeiil.] 

This  report  discloses  a  condition  of  things  imperatively  demanding 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  of  relief.  The  discomforts  and  snfler- 
ings  of  the  prisoners  seem  almost  incredible;  and  the  frightful  per 
centum  of  mortality,  steadily  increasing  until  in  the  month  of  July  it 
had  attained  the  extent  of  02.7  per  1,000,  appears  to  be  only  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  criminal  indifference  of  the  authorities  charged 
with  their  care  and  custody.     No  effectual  remedy  for  all  these  evils 

'  See  .June  25,  p.  41(1.  tNot  I'oimil. 
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seems  available  so  loug  as  the  numbers  are  in  such  large  excess  over 
that  for  which  the  prison  was  designed;  but  some  things  can  be  done 
at  once  to  ameliorate  the  condition.  Colonel  Chandler,  whose  recom- 
mendations are  approved  by  Colonel  Chilton,  suggests  the  relief  of 
General  Winder  and  substitution  of  some  other  commander.  The  state 
of  things  described  in  the  report  cannot* 

[Third  iDdorHeinent,] 

Secretary  op  War: 

These  reports  show  a  condition  of  things  at  Anderson ville  which 
calls  very  loudly  for  the  interposition  of  the  Department  in  order  that 
a  change  may  be  made,  t 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Andeesonvillb,  Augvst  5, 1864. 
Col.  14.  H.  Chilton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  C.  8.  Army,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

Colonel  :  The  following  additional  report  of  my  inspection  at  this 
point  is  respectfully  submitted : 

Col.  Henry  Porno,  in  immediate  command  of  the  guard  forces, 
deserves  special  mention  as  an  active,  intelligent,  energetic,  and  zealous 
officer.  Capt.  Henry  Wirz,  in  immediate  command  of  the  prison,  is 
entitled  to  commendation  for  his  untiring  energy  and  devotion  to  the 
discharge  of  the  multifarious  duties  of  his  position,  for  which  he  is  pre- 
eminently qualified.  I  respectfully  concur  iu  the  recommendation  which 
has  been  forwarded  by  General  Winder  for  his  promotion,  and  further 
recommend  that  not  less  than  three  captains  or  subalterns,  especially 
selected  for  their  fitness  for  the  position,  be  furnished  him  as  assistants. 
Capt.  J.  W.  Armstrong,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  left  the 
post  shortly  after  my  arrival  on  sick-leave,  locking  up  nearly  all  his 
books  and  papers.  1  was  consequently  unable  to  make  a  satisfactory 
examination  into  his  affairs.  Enough  information,  however,  was  elic- 
ited to  show  that  he  is  a  very  inefficient  officer  and  entirely  incompe- 
tent for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  bis  position,  and  should  at 
once  be  removed.  Capt.  K.  B.  Winder,  assistant  quartermaster,  is  an 
energetic  and  efficient  officer,  whose  whole  time  and  attention  are 
requisite  for  the  duties  strictly  appertaining  to  his  position.  The  addi- 
tional duties  devolved  upon  him  by  tlie  instructions  from  the  Quarter- 
master-General's Office,  requiring  him  to  establish  and  superintend  a 
large  shoe  factory,  should  be  imposed  on  some  other  ofttcer  of  the 
department. 

The  otlier  staff  officers  at  this  post  seem  intelligent  and  efficient  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  with  the  exceptions  of  Capt.  Samuel  T. 
1  tally,  assistant  adjutant- general,  who  is  mentally  and  physically 
incapacitated  for  their  performance,  and  Surg.  E.  Sheppard  and  Asst. 
Surgs.  li.  E.  Alexander  and  A.  Thornburgh,  who  are  represented  by 
the  chief  surgeou  as  being  incompetent  and  inefficient. 

*  Remainder  of  this  iDdorseraent  toru  from  wrapper  and  lost.  From  the  testi- 
mony printed  in  Report  No.  45,  House  of  Representatives,  third  session,  Fortieth 
Congress,  p.  133,  it  appears  that  it  was  written  by  Mr.  B.  R.  Wellford,  jr.,  of  the 
Confederate  War  Department. 

t  See  Chilton  to  Winder,  September  3,  p.  T.'iS. 
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My  duty  requires  me  respectfully  to  recommend  a  cliauge  in  the  oifi 
cer  in  command  of  the  post,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder,  and  the  substi- 
tution in  his  place  of  some  one  who  unites  both  energy  and  good 
judgment  with  some  feelings  of  humanity  and  consideration  for  the  wel- 
fare and  comfort  (so  far  as  is  consistent  with  their  safe-keeping)  of  the 
vast  number  of  unfortunates  placed  under  his  control;  some  one  who 
at  least  will  not  advocate  deliberately  and  in  cold  blood  the  propriety 
of  leaving  them  in  their  present  condition  until  thsir  number  has  beeu 
sufficiently  reduced  by  death  to  make  the  present  arrangements  suffice 
for  their  accommodation,  and  who  will  not  consider  it  a  matter  of  self- 
laudation  and  boasting  that  he  has  never  been  inside  the  stockade, 
a  place  the  horrors  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  describe,  and  which  is  a 
disgrace  to  civilization ;  the  condition  of  which  he  might,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  a  little  energy  and  judgment,  even  with  the  limited  means  at 
his  command,  have  considerably  improved. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  I  shall  next  proceed  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  request  that  any  communications  for 
me  be  forwarded  there  to  the  care  of  the  chief  of  staff. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  CHANDLER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Consolidated  report  of  the  guard  forces  stationed  at  Andersonville,  fla.,  commanded  hy 
Col.  Henry  Fomo,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 


a  s 


First  Regiment  Georgia  Besorvesa 

Secoud  Kegiment  Georgia  Reserves  b. . . 

Tliinl  Regiment  Georgia  Reserves  c 

Fourtli  Regiment  Georgia  Reserves  d.,. 
Detachment  Fifty-fifth   Georgia  Regi- 
ments   

Florida  light  artillery/ 

Furlow's  battalion  Georgia  militia^ 

Total 


230 
301 
475 
303 

75 
95 


312 
385 
553 
376 

91 
114 
371 


,202 


647 


I.B 


O  H 


33  ;  20 

29  23 

32  .  71 

6  23 

50  10 

14;  5 

21  I  75 


185   227 


350 
383 
6U9 
369 

109 
110 
352 


736 

611 

1,016 

704 

230 
162 
516 


2,282 


3,975 


Note— Colonel  Fomo  has  no  staff.    Lieutenant  Furlow  is  acting  adjutant— formerly  nide-de-camp 
to  General  Doles ;  his  assignment  asked. 


a  Lieut.  Col.  J.  J.  Neely,  commanding. 
b  Lieut.  Col.  C.  M.  Jones,  comraandiug. 
c  Lieut.  Col.  John  L.  Moore,  commauding. 
liMaJ.  J.  H.  Burks,  commanding. 


cCapt.  J.  M.  Griffin,  commauding. 

/Capt.  C.  E.  Dyke,  commanding. 

j7  Lieut.  Col.  T.  M.  Furlow,  commauding 
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Rei)ort  of  nmxber  of  men  required  dally  for  duty  an  guard  at  stockade,  in  batteries,  to 
teorking  squads  of  prisoners,  to  wood  squads,  as  provost  guardu,  ^■e.;  also  number  of 
men  on  duty  inside  of  stockade. 


Day  guanl  .it  stockade 

Day  reserve  at  stockade 

Nijrbt  reserve  at  stockade 

Guards  with  wood  squads  for  stockadu  . 

Guards  at  batteries 

Provost  guards 

Outlying  pickets 

Bridge  guards,  &c 

Men  on  duty  in  stockade 

Hospital  guard 




10 

156 

8 

HU 

8 

110 

100 

75 


10 
45 


KECAPITULATIOK. 


1 

la 

es 

s 

6 

s 

1 

1 

o 

s 

S 

I 

132 

282 

1,788 

2,202 

15 

56 

713 

784 

117 

226 

1,075 

1,418 

452 

966 

[Indorsement.] 


JNO.  II.  WINDER, 

lirigadier-Oeneral. 


Anderson,  Ga.,  August  5, 1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  with  inspection  report. 

D.  T.  CHANDLER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  6,  ISfld, 
Col.  C,  W.  Hill,  Commanding  Johnson's  Island,  Ohio: 

Colonel:  The  reports  of  Major  Scovill  of  the  condition  and  the 
police  of  depot,  dated  24th  of  July  and  31st  of  July,  respectively,  are 
received,  and  I  am  gratified  to  learn  that  active  measures  are  being 
taken  to  put  the  depot  in  a  better  state  of  police  than  it  has  been  here- 
tofore. If,  in  your  judgment,  it  will  be  advisable  and  practicable  to 
burn  lime  for  the  post  order  the  quartermaster  to  do  it.  It  is  essential 
for  the  health  of  the  command  that  you  should  have  an  ample  supply 
of  lime,  and  I  think  it  practicable  to  burn  it  at  much  less  expense  than 
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yon  can  purcliase  it.  Have  your  water  pipes  put  in  good  condition  at 
once.  If  a  third  one  is  necessary  have  it  laid,  and,  if  possible,  secure 
them  all  against  the  frost.  As  Mr.  Johnson  was  able  to  dig  an  excel- 
lent well,  1  do  not  understand  why  they  should  fail  to  accomplish  as 
much  at  the  post  if  proper  efforts  were  made.  "When  you  dig  more 
sinks  in  the  lower  side  of  the  barracks  make  them  as  large  and  perma- 
nent as  possible;  make  the  vault  15  feet  long,  10  feet  broad,  and  15 
feet  deep;  plank  it  up  well,  and  bank  it  around  with  earth,  and  cover 
it  securely  so  that  water  will  not  run  in  from  the  surface.  1  know  that 
the  commanding  ofticer  is  very  much  dependent  upon  his  subordinates, 
and  if  he  does  not  give  his  i)ersonal  attention  to  see  that  they  obey 
his  orders  it  is  not  likely  that  much  attention  will  be  paid  to  them.  To 
overlook  neglects  is  only  to  invite  a  repetition  of  them. 

If  another  wagon  is  required  at  the  depot  direct  the  quartermaster 
to  make  a  requisition  for  it,  with  team,  harness,  &c.,  and  transmit  it, 
with  your  approval,  to  this  ofiBce.  Your  tri-monthly  report  of  prisoners 
at  the  depot  is  received.  Please  inform  me  from  whom  the  order 
requiring  this  report  was  received.  I  have  no  copy  of  it  in  this  ofltice. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  (Jommissary- General  of  Prisoner  a. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  August  0, 1864. 
Ool.  W.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  JD.  C: 

Colonel:  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  of  inspec- 
tion of  Gamp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  for  prisoners  of  war.  I  find  this 
caui])  in  anything  but  a  favorable  condition.  Theiuclosure  is  too  small 
for  the  number  confined  in  it,  there  being  at  present  4,885  prisoners  in 
less  than  five  acres.  The  barracks  occupied  are,  five  140  feet  by  22 
feet,  averaging  484  inmates ;  two  100  feet  by  20,  averaging  436  inmates, 
and  a  shed  350  feet  by  12  feet,  with  554  inmates.  All  of  these  are 
overcrowded  and  not  sufficiently  well  policed.  The  tents  occupied  are 
198  common,  3  Sibley,  7  wall,  and  16  bell.  These  are  overcrowded,  and 
position  never  changed  for  want  of  room.  I  found  some  empty  tents 
stiinding,  which  I  ordered  to  bo  occupied  by  inmates  of  the  barracks 
and  tents  from  which  the  most  sick  report.  To  the  camp  I  found  one 
sink  and  two  cesspools.  The  sink  is  near  the  center  of  the  camp — a 
large  pit  covered  by  an  oval  covering,  holes  being  cut  in  the  cover  for 
seats.  It  has  a  chimney  some  eight  or  ten  feet,  projecting  from  top  of 
cover,  which  is  sui)poscd  to  be  an  escape  pipe  for  the  noxious  gases. 
As  there  is  no  current  of  air  it  is  useless.  The  cesspools  are  two  holes 
on  west  side  of  camp,  about  ten  feet  long  and  four  feet  wide,  with 
boards  laid  irreguliirly  over  them  for  the  men  to  stand  upon.  These  I 
ordered  to  be  filled,  plenty  of  lime  being  used,  and  in  their  stead  two 
sinks  to  be  built,  with  boxes  on  wheels  to  receive  the  excrement,  the 
boxes  to  be  emptied  and  washed  daily.  The  police  of  camp  is  not  as 
good  as  should  be.  The  commanding  officer  complains  of  deficiency  of 
officers.  Until  this  month  there  has  been  a  great  scarcity  of  vegeta- 
bles; now  onions  are  issued  in  suitable  quantity. 

The  prison  and  hospital  funds  are  well  managed.  The  former,  at  end 
of  July,  was  $36,215.52 ;  the  latter,  $2,224.71 .  The  individual  accounts 
of  prisoners  are  satisfactory  to  them,  and  so  far  without  loss  to  the 
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officer  in  charge.  Iiistriictious  to  the  guard  detiuitc  and  given  with 
care,  the  prisoners  full  understanding  their  privileges.  The  trade  with 
sutler  by  checks.  The  hospital  is,  as  far  as  possible,  well  managed. 
The  hospital  accommodations  much  too  small.  The  sick  report  shows 
327  in  hospital,  256  in  quarters — large  for  the  number  of  prisoners. 
The  mortality  is  great;  81  died  last  month.  This  is  owing  to  the 
crowded  state  of  camp,  quarters,  and  tents,  the  want  of  change  in 
l)osition  of  tents,  the  foul  condition  of  sinks,  the  want  of  good  police, 
the  want  of  vegetables  until  the  1st  of  August,  and  is  intiuenced  some- 
what by  the  inevitable  nostalgia  existing  among  the  prisoners.  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  for  the  improvement  of  this  camp  the 
following  changes  as  necessary:  l^^irst,  the  enlargement  of  the  camp, 
which  can  easily  be  done,  as  you  can  see  by  inclosed  plat  of  camp ; 
second,  the  building,  in  this  added  area,  of  a  suitable  hospital  on  the 
plan  of  the  one  now  being  built  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  consisting  of 
eight  wards  120  feet  by  25,  with  suitable  laundry,  kitchen,  «&c.;  third, 
converting  the  present  hospital  buildings  into  quarters;  fourth,  adding 
to  the  shed  (old  cattle  shed)  now  in  use  one-half,  thus  converting  it 
into  quarters;  fifth,  a  free  supply  of  vegetables  for  next  two  months; 
sixth,  good  police. 

The  improvements  above  mentioned  will  cost  less  than  new  tents. 
I  have  explained  fully  to  the  (iommanding  officer  my  views.    An  order- 
to  carry  out  the  above  recommendations  will  be  understood  by  him. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  T.  ALEXANDBE, 

Surgeon,  TJ.  »S'.  Army. 

[Incloaure.] 

Report  of  a  medical  inspection  of  the  camp  and  field  hospital  of  the  Gamp 
Morton  Prison,  commanded  by  Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  made  on  the  3th  and 
6th  of  August,  1864,  by  Surg.  C.  T.Alexander,  acting  medical  inspector, 
U.  S.  Army. 

1.  Camp,  name  and  geographical  position — Camp  Morton,  near 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  2.  Topography  of  the  surrounding  country— prairie. 
3.  Topography  of  locality,  soil,  drainage — level  plain;  soil,  alluvial 
gravel ;  drainage  good.  4.  Water,  supply,  quality,  eftects— wells,  suffi- 
cient, good,  being  limestone  causes  diarrhea  with  newcomers.  5.  Fuel, 
whence  obtained,  kind,  supply— wood,  good,  abundant.  6.  Local  causes 
of  disease,  removal,  mitigation — overcrowded  barracks  and  camps,  want 
of  vegetables,  malarial  influence.  7.  Camp,  how  arranged,  how  long 
occupied— in  square,  since  1861.  8.  Camp,  previous  use  of  ground- 
State  fair  grounds.  9.  Tents,  kind,  quality,  condition— common ,  198,  old 
and  worn;  Sibley  3,  wall  7,  bell  16,  serviceable.  10.  Tents,  wanning, 
ventilation,  change  of  position— stationary,  never  used  in  winter,  ven- 
tilation good.  11.  Tents,  sufficiency,  number  of  men  to  each— insuffi- 
cient, 15  to  Sibley,  7  to  wall,  16  to  bell,  5  to  common.  12.  Barracks, 
construction,  size,  number  of  men  to  each— wooden,  seven,  see  letter. 
13.  Barracks,  heating,  cleansing,  ventilation— stoves,  cileansing  and 
ventilation  only  fair.  14.  Sinks  and  cesspools,  construction,  position, 
management — one  sink,  two  cesspools.  15.  Eemoval  of  ofl'al  and  rub- 
bish, police  of  camp— not  good.  16.  Eations,  quality,  quantity,  vari- 
ety—since 1st  of  August,  good.  17.  Vegetables  and  pickles,  kind, 
amount,  how  obtained— onions,  from  prison  fund  since  August  1, 1864. 
18.  Eations,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  messing— Farmer's  boilers. 
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iiisi)ected  daily,  no  mess-room.  19.  Clothing,  condition,  deficiencies — 
bad,  deficient.  20.  Men,  morale,  sanitary  condition,  personal  clearnli- 
ncss — not  good.  21.  Hospital,  topography  of  locality,  soil,  drainage— 
in  prison  inclosure,  same  as  camp,  22.  Hospital  buildings,  number,  kind, 
capacity— three,  frame,  first,  115  bv  20,  46  beds;  second,  100  by  20,  42 
beds,  3U0;  third,  40  by  25, 18  beds^  capacity,  106.  23.  Hospital  tents, 
number,  kind,  capacity — 38  hospital  tents,  6  men  to  each.  24.  Hospital, 
warming,  ventilation,  lighting — stoves,  ventilation  good,  coal  oil,  can- 
dles. 25.  Hospital  water-closets  and  sinks — frames  over  wagons, 
emptied  and  washed  daily.  26.  Hospital  discipline,  police — good.  27, 
Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  effects — same  as  camp,  28,  Fuel, 
whence  obtained,  kind,  supply — same  as  camp.  29.  Diet,  quality, 
quantity,  and  variety — good.  30.  Diet,  how  cooked,  how  inspected, 
messing — cooking-stoves,  medical  officer,  mess-rooms.  31.  Medical  and 
hospital  supplies,  quality,  condition,  deficiencies — good.  32.  Instru- 
ments, hospital,  personal,  condition,  deficiencies — sufficient.  33.  Com- 
missary stores, medical  comforts,  condition,  deficiencies'— good.  34.  Hos- 
pital records  and  accounts — properly  made  out  and  kept.  35.  Hospital 
muster  and  pay  rolls — properly  made  out  and  kept.  36.  Report  of 
sick  and  wounded  and  of  operations — properly  made  out  and  kept.  37. 
Requisitions  and  returns — properly  made  out  and  kept.  38.  Morning 
reports,  provision  returns — properly  made  out  and  kept.  39.  Hospital 
fund,  how  expended,  accounted  for,  condition — $2,224.71  on  hand  end 
July,  1864,  properly.  40.  Hospital  washing,  bow  performed,  how  paid 
for — done  by  prisoners,  washing  machines.  41.  Surgeons,jiumber  pres- 
ent and  absent — 1.  42.  Assistant  surgeons  present  and  absent — 5.  43, 
Chaplains,  present  and  absent — none,  44.  Hospital  stewards,  present, 
absent — detailed  soldier  acting.  45.  Cooks  and  nurses,  present,  absent^ 

62.  46.  Sick,  ratio  of,  to  strength  of  command,  12  to  100.  47.  Sick,  con- 
dition, cleanliness — good.  48.  Sick,  beds  for,  superficial  area  and  air 
space  for  bed — sufficient.  *  *  *  51,  Medical  and  surgical  treatment — 
good.    52.  Surgical  operations,  how  performed — by  surgeon  in  charge, 

63.  Nursing,  how  performed — by  prisoners.  54.  Diseases  prevalent-— 
diarrhea,  dysentery,  scurvy,  malarial  fever.  55.  Diseases  of  local  ori- 
gin— diarrhea,  dysentery,  scurvy,  malarial  fever.  56.  Diseases,  pre- 
vention, mitigation — by  issue  of  vegetables,  extending  camps,  improv- 
ing sinks  and  police.  57.  Recovery  from  diseases,  wounds,  rapid  or 
tardy — tardy.  58.  Mortality  from  diseases,  wounds,  per  cent,  to  sick — 
during  July  871  treated  iu  hospital,  81  deaths,  9  per  cent,  nearly,  59. 
Vaccination — properly  attended  to.  60.  Interments,  how  conducted 
and  recorded — buried  by  undertaker  by  contract,  properly  recorded. 

Special  report  respecting  the  skill,  efficiency,  and  conduct  of  officers 
and  attendants  connected  with  the  medical  department:  Charles  J. 
Kipp,  surgeon  of  volunteers,  efficient;  E.N.Todd,  acting  assistant  sur- 
geon, U,  S.  Army,  efficient;  W.  P.  Parr,  acting  assistant  surgeon, 
U.  S.  Army,  efficient;  I.  N.  Craig,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army, 
efficient;  W.  E.  Thompson,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  effi- 
cient; S.  C.  Dove,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  efficient. 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon^  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners. 


[August  6,  1864. — For  statements  of  Reed,  Stevenson,  Houlihan, 
Clifford,  and  Butler,  escaped  Union  prisoners,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XXXV,  Part  II,  pp.  220,221,| 
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Confederate  States  op  America, 
Surgeon-General's  Office,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  6, 1864. 
Surg.  Joseph  Jones  is  directed  to  institute  an  extended  investigation 
upon  the  causes,  pathology,  and  treatment  of  fevers  and  the  relations 
of  climate  and  soil  to  disease. 

Surg.  Joseph  Jones  will  visit  those  parts  of  the  Confederate  States 
and  prosecute  his  investigations  iu  those  cities,  armies,  and  regimental 
and  general  hospitals  which  he  may  deem  necessary  as  affording  suit- 
able lields  for  the  establishment  of  the  results  indicated  in  this  order. 
Medical  directors  of  the  held  and  hospitals  and  chief  surgeons  of 
corps,  divisions,  districts,  and  brigades,  and  surgeons  and  assistant 
surgeons  of  regiments  and  general  hospitals  will  aflbrd  every  facility 
to  Surgeon  Jones  to  carry  out  these  instructions,  and  will  respond,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  his  inquiries  by  letter  and  circular,  and  will  furnish 
him  with  copies  of  all  field  and  hospital  reports  which  he  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  illustration  of  the  subjects  of  inquiry  indicated  in 
this  order. 

Surgeon  Jones  will  embody  the  results  of  his  labors  relating  to  the 
diseases  of  the  Confederate  Army  in  substantial  volumes,  and  will 
deposit  them  in  the  Surgeon-General's  OfiBce  for  the  use  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Confederate  Army.* 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
/Surgeon-General  C.  IS.  Army, 


Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
Andersonvillc,  Ga.,  August  0,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder  : 

General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  C.  S.  military  prison: 

Medical  topography  of  the  station. — The  location  is  high  and  well 
drained,  the  soil  light  and  sandy.  Near  the  stockade,  in  a  southward 
direction,  is  a  creek  whose  margins  are  muddy  and  boggy.  Through 
the  center  of  the  stockade  passes  a  smaller  stream  of  similar  character. 
The  condition  is  favorable  to  the  development  of  malarious  diseases, 
but  the  report  of  sick  and  wounded  for  the  month  of  July  exhibits  a 
small  ratio  of  this  class  of  disease.  Out  of  10,621  cases  treated  only 
505  are  of  a  malarious  character.  This  cause  appears  to  have  acted 
more  on  the  garrison  than  on  the  prisoners.  Out  of  1,G03  cases  treated 
145  malarious  diseases  are  reported. 

The  cJimaie.— The  climate  is  hot,  and  the  prisoners  coming  from  a 
much  higher  latitude  have  been  influenced  greatly  by  this  agency. 

Nature  of  barracks  and  hospital  accommodations. — The  prisoners  are 
without  barracks  or  tents,  30,000  men  being  densely  crowded  together, 
sheltered  only  by  blankets  and  low  hovels  densely  and  irregularly 
arranged,  preventing  free  circulation,  engendering  foul  and  noxious 
vapors,  and  precluding  any  system  of  police.  The  men  are  exposed 
during  the  day  to  the  rays  of  the  sun  and  to  dews  at  night,  and  many  are 
unprotected  during  the  rains.  The  hospital  accommodations  are  utterly 
inadequate  to  accommodate  the  large  number  of  sick.  The  hospital  is 
located  in  a  grove  on  the  banks  of  the  creek,  southeastward  from  the 

*  See  "Observations,  &c.,"  published  at  the  end  of  May,  1865,  Vol.  VIII,  this  series, 
and  Joues  to  Moore,  October  19,  i).  1012. 
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stockade.  The  site  is  the  most  eligible  iu  tlie  viciuity  with  the  present 
appliaDces.  There  is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  number  of  tents  in  which 
the  sick  are  treated;  they  are  also  too  small  for  hospital  purposes.  A 
constant  increase  in  tlie  number  of  prisoners  and  lience  of  the  sick 
has  called  for  a  continual  expansion  of  hospital  accommodations.  The 
hospital  camp  was  first  designed  to  accommodate  1,000  sick  and  was 
fitted  up  as  best  could  be  with  the  means  at  hand.  Since  that  time 
the  number  of  sick  iu  hospital  has  increased  to  2,208  and  317  attend 
ants,  total,  2,525 ;  the  result  of  which  has  been  to  place  the  hospital  in  a 
constant  state  of  [disjorganization,  and  the  eiibrts  to  make  some  pro- 
vision for  all  have  resulted  in  leaving  all  portions  of  the  hospital  in  an 
unfinished  state.  All  the  tents  of  the  original  camp  have  been  fitted 
np  with  bunks.  At  present  the  quartermaster  cannot  furnish  plank  to 
complete  the  others.  It  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  straw  for  bed- 
ding, there  being  none  in  the  country  until  the  present  crop.  The  chief 
surgeon  has  made  every  efibrt  to  have  it  supplied.  Until  the  number 
of  sick  became  so  large  pine  straw  was  used  for  the  purpose,  but  it 
being  necessary  to  renew  the  supply  once  in  two  weeks  (in  consequence 
of  vermin),  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  sufficient  quantity.  It  would 
require  five  wagons,  constantly  employed,  to  furnish  an  adequate  sup- 
ply. The  chief  surgeon  has  instructed  the  agent  for  the  purchase  of 
supplies  after  subsistence  or  comfort  of  sick  to  purchase  wheat  straw 
and  ship  by  railroad,  the  quartermaster  having  failed  to  supply  us. 

Diet. — The  ration  consists  of  one-third  pound  bacon,  one  pound  and 
a  quarter  meal.  The  meal  is  unbolted  and  when  baked  the  bread 
is  coarse  and  irritating,  producing  diseases  of  the  organs  of  digestive 
system  (diarrhea  and  dysentery).-  The  absence  of  vegetable  diet  has 
produced  scurvy  to  an  alarming  extent,  especially  among  the  old 
prisoners. 

^Vater. — Drinking  water  is  obtained  from  springs  settled  on  the  banks 
of  the  stream,  wells,  and  to  some  extent  from  the  stream.  The  water 
obtained  from  the  stream  is  unfit  for  use,  containing  many  impurities 
from  the  bakery  and  cook-house.  Some  of  the  camps  of  the  garrison 
are  also  situated  on  this  stream,  the  surface  drainage  of  which  empties 
into  this  stream  before  passing  through  the  stockade.  The  supply  from 
the  springs  near  the  stream  is  a  little  brackish,  but  better  than  the 
stream.  A  large  number  of  wells  have  been  dug  in  the  prison,  afibrdin  g 
water  of  excellent  quality. 

Clothing. — Those  who  have  been  prisoners  for  a  long  time  are  badly 
supplied  with  clothing,  and  but  a  few  of  them  have  a  change,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  they  are  for  the  most  ijart  very  filthy. 

Getieral  habits  of  the  men  an  to  cleanliness. — With  but  few  exceptions 
they  are  very  filthy  as  regards  their  person  and  clothing  and  do  not 
seem  to  appreciate  the  great  necessity  of  bathing. 

Police  system  of  the  camp. — This  is  sadly  defetstive ;  among  the  very 
shelters  under  their  very  noses,  when  asleep,  faices  are  deposited.  The 
bottom  land  through  which  the  stream  passes  is  filthy  beyond  descrip- 
tion. The  character  of  the  land  is  low  and  swampy,  a  large  surface, 
covered  with  vegetable  mold,  is  exposed  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  a  con- 
dition favorable  to  the  development  of  malarial  diseases.  This  appears 
to  be  the  place  where  all  who  [have]  energy  and  cleanliness  enough  to 
go  beyond  the  camping-ground  defecate,  until  it  has  became  a  morass 
of  human  excrement.  The  place  of  exit  of  the  stream  through  the 
stockade  is  not  sufficiently  bold  to  permit  a  free  afflux,  the  fall  of  the 
stream  beyond  the  stockade  is  not  great  enough.  When  the  stream  is 
swollen  by  rains  the  low  portion  of  this  bottom  land  within  the  stockade 
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and  for  some  distance  outside  is  overflowed  with  a  solution  of  liuuiau 
excrement,  wliich  subsiding  and  exposed  to  the  sun  produces  an  intol- 
erable stench,  which  if  not  corrected  before  the  fall  months  Avill  in  all 
probability  produce  some  epidemic  form  of  disease,  increasing  the 
already  frightful  mortality. 

Croicded  condition  of  the  prisoners. — The  prison  is  filled  far  beyond 
its  healthy  capacity;  the  number  of  prisoners  should  be  reduced  suffi- 
ciently to  admit  of  their  camps  being  regularly  laid  out  with  streets  of 
sufficient  width  to  admit  free  circulation  of  air  and  the  enforcement  of 
stringeift  police  regulations.  An  area  of  sufficient  size  should  be  left 
for  exercise. 

Mental  depression. — Long  confinement  and  "hope  deferred"  has  pro- 
duced with  many  of  the  prisoners  a  state  of  mental  depression,  dreaded 
by  the  physician  even  in  civil  practice,  which  combined  with  the  existing 
state  of  physical  debility  renders  them  unable  to  resist  disease. 

The  evils  within  the  power  of  proper  authorities  to  correct  are : 

The  crowded  condition  of  the  prisoners. — The  number  within  the  stock- 
ade should  not  exceed  15,000.  This  would  allow  ample  room  for  the 
remainder  to  be  camped  in  order,  with  streets  of  sufficient  width  to 
allow  free  circulation  of  air,  and  enforcement  of  police  regulations. 
All  that  portion  of  the  camp  on  the  north  side  of  the  stream  could 
then  be  used  for  exercise,  where  roll-calls  could  also  be  held,  thereby 
materially  aiding  the  commandant  of  the  interior. 

Construction  of  barracJcs  and  hospital  accommodations. — There  should 
be  no  delay  in  the  construction  of  barracks.  With  the  greatest  amount 
of  energy  it  will  be  difficult  to  complete  them  before  the  cold  weather 
comes  on,  when  they  will  be  required  more  than  at  present.  Too  great 
stress  cannot  be  placed  on  the  necessity  for  the  construction  and  proper 
accommodations  for  the  sick.  There  are  at  present  2,208  in  hospital, 
all  poorly  provided  for,  and  some  300  without  any  shelter  whatever. 
There  are  also  at  least  1,000  men  now  in  stockade  who  are  helpless  and 
should  be  at  once  removed  to  hospital;  this  is  prevented  by  the 
absence  of  accommodations.  The  construction  of  hospitals  should  be 
at  once  begun,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  sick  should  be  at  once  trans- 
ferred to  some  points  where  they  can  be  properly  provided  for. 

An  officer  should  he  employed  to  arrange  the  stream  passing  through  the 
stockade. — The  bottom  land  should  be  covered  over  with  sand;  the 
stream  be  made  deeper  and  wider;  the  walls  and  bottom  covered  with 
plank;  the  same  arrangements  to  continue  outside,  conducting  the 
drainage  freely  to  the  creek  beyond,  and  if  necessary  build  a  line  to 
prevent  the  overflow  of  the  banks.  The  stream  from  the  stockade  to 
the  railroad  should  also  be  improved,  and  prohibit  the  use  by  troops  or 
by  others  outside.  Sinks  should  be  at  once  arranged  over  the  stream 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  them  inviting.  At  present  those  who 
have  an  inclination  to  use  tliem  have  to  wade  through  mud  and  finces 
to  use  them.  At  the  upper  part  of  the  stream  proper  bathing  arrange- 
ments should  be  constructed. 

Enforcement  of  stringent  police  regulations. — Some  stringent  rules  of 
police  should  be  established,  and  scavenger  wagons  should  be  sent  in 
every  day  to  remove  the  collection  of  filth,  a  large  quantity  of  moldy 
bread  and  other  decomposing  matter  scattered  through  the  camp  and 
beyond  the  dead-line,  which  should  be  removed  at  once.  If  necessary 
sentinels  should  be  instructed  to  fire  on  any  one  committing  a  nuisance 
in  any  other  place  than  the  sinks. 

Establishment  of  regulations  in  regard  to  cleanliness.— It  should  be  the 
duty  of  Confederate  sergeants  attending  roll-calls,  or  others,  to  see  that 
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all  meu  of  their  command  bathe  at  stated  intervals  and  that  their 
clothes  are  washed  at  least  once  a  week.  For  this  purpose  soap  should 
be  issued  to  the  prisoners. 

Improvement  in  rations. — The  meal,  if  possible,  should  be  bolted 
before  being  issued.  Arrangements  should  be  speedily  made  by  which 
rice,  beans,  and  other  antiscorbutics  should  be  issued.  During  the 
present  season  green  corn  might  be  issued  in  lieu  of  bread  ration,  if 
not  regularly,  at  least  three  times  a  week.  If  possible,  the  prisoners 
should  be  supplied  with  vinegar  occasionally,  and  an  occasional  issue 
of  molasses  in  lieu  of  the  meat  ration  would  tend  greatly  to  correct  the 
scurvy,  which  prevails  to  a  great  extent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAIAH  H.  WHITE, 

Ghief  Surgeon  of  Post. 


Headquartebs  Depot  for  Prisoners  of  War, 

Mniira,  N.  Y.,  August  7, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  am  out  of  tents  for  prisoners  of  war,  and  I  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  urge  the  Quartermaster-General  to  forward  a 
supply  according  to  the  requisition  I  forwarded  to  you  a  few  days  since 
before  the  next  detachment  of  prisoners  arrive  here.  Tents  had  to  be 
supplied  to  six  companies  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps,  four  regiments  of 
militia,  and  one  battery.  Part  of  another  regiment  of  militia — Twenty- 
eighth  New  York — has  arrived,  and  it  is  probable  the  remainder  of  it 
will  arrive  during  the  week.  The  latter  I  have  put  in  Barracks,  No.  1, 
having  no  tent  for  it.  Two  of  the  wards  for  hospitals  are  so  nearly 
completed  that  it  is  probable  that  they  can  be  used  for  the  sick  in  a 
day  or  two.  It  will  be  necessary  to  erect  three  more  as  soon  as  lumber 
can  be  obtained,  and  also  another  mess-room  and  kitchen;  the  mess- 
room  to  seat  about  2,000.  Shall  old  citizens'  clothes  be  issued  to  the 
prisoners?  There  are  some  on  hand  that  have  been  turned  in  by 
provost-marshals,  being  clothing  taken  from  deserters  and  others. 
Application  has  been  made  by  one  prisoner  for  permission  to  purchase 
a  few  shoemakers'  tools  and  leather,  for  the  i)urpose  of  mending  and 
making  shoes  for  the  prisoners.    Shall  it  be  permitted? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  EASTMAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Depot. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia  and  E.  Tennessee, 

Abingdon,  Va.,  Avgust  7,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Provost-Marshal-General  of  East  Tennessee,  KnoxviUe,  Tenn.: 
General  :  I  am  authorized  to  submit  through  you  to  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  U.  S.  forces  in  East  Tennessee  the  following  propo- 
sition : 

There  are  now  held  by  the  Federal  and  Confederate  authorities  quite 
a  number  of  non-combatants,  who  have  been  arrested  at  different  times 
upon  slight  offenses  within  the  district  referred  to.  Such  arrests  con- 
tribute very  slightly  to  the  solution  of  our  present  difficulties  either 
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wiiy,  aucl  only  tend  to  the  oppression  of  the  individuals  iii  questiou.  I 
wonld  suggest  that  an  arrangement  be  made  whereby  all  non-combatants 
now  held  by  either  party  be  immediately  released,  and  that  in  future  no 
move  a^re^sts  of  this  character  be  made,  except  for  crime  committed 
against  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  respective  powers  within 
tht'ir  regular  military  lines.  If  this  proposition  meets  with  approval  I 
re([uest  that  two  conniiissioners  be  appointed  and  a  time  and  place 
set  where  they  may  meet  a  similar  commission  to  be  appointed  by  me, 
and  that  they  be  empowered  to  arrange  some  equitable  plan  whereby 
the  desired  object  can  be  accomiilished.  An  early  answer  to  this  com- 
munication is  requested. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  n.  MOKGAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Vomwandiny. 


IIuQRS.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia  and  E.  Tennessee, 

Abingdon,  Va.,  August  7,  lS6i. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Provost-Marshal-General  of  East  Tennessee,  Knoxville,  Tenn,: 
General  :  Some  time  since  I  had  occasion  to  communicate  with  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Federal  forces  at  Knoxville  in  regard  to 
Capt.  J.  T.  Eeynolds,  of  the  Sixty-fourth  North  Carolina  Eegiment, 
who  was  reported  to  me  as  under  sentence  of  death  at  Knoxville  for 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  enrolling  officer  of  Greene  County,  Tenn., 
and  in  wliich  communication  I  requested  to  be  notified  whether  the 
facts  were  as  stated,  and  at  the  same  time  remarked  tliat  if  he  was  exe- 
cuted as  indicated  I  would  inflict  retaliation  in  kind  upon  the  first 
Federal  officer  of  equal  rank  who  fell  in  my  power.  The  commandant 
of  your  department  has  not  seen  proper  to  reply  to  said  communication, 
and  I  would  therefore  inform  him  through  you  that  I  now  hold  in  cus- 
tody Capt.  Benjamin  Eogers,  of  Tennessee  Union  Guard,  who  was 
caught  recruiting  within  our  lines,  and  would  state  that  he  is  held  as 
a  hostage  for  the  safety  and  good  treatment  of  Captain  Iteynolds.  I 
would  again  request  that  1  may  be  informed  as  to  what  disposition  has 
been  made  of  Captain  Keyuolds  that  I  may  act  understandingly  with 
Captain  Rogers. 


Very  respectfully 


J.  H.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


llDQRS.  TJ.  S.  Forces,  Johnson's  Island  and  Sandusky, 

Johnsonh  Island,  Ohio,  August  7,  ISVi-i. 

Col.  William  Hoffma::, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C. . 
Colonel  :  On  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of  the  28th  ultimo  I 
took  immediate  measures  to  carry  them  into  effect.  After  consider- 
able inquiry  it  was  ascertained  that  a  delaj',  probably  of  two  weeks, 
would  result  if  the  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  lumber  at  Saginaw, 
and  that  in  the  end  probably  nothing  would  be  saved.  1  issued  orders 
to  the  quartermaster  in  exact  accordance  with  your  instructions.  The 
bill  for  lumber  could  not  be  filled  in  Sandusky,  so  far  as  the  posts  or 
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studding  was  concerned  for  the  buildings,  tlieie  being  scarcely  any 
three  by  four  scantling  on  the  market,  but  two  by  six  stuff  could  be 
obtained  in  Sandusky.  It  would  be  the  same  in  quantity  and  cost  and 
answer  equally  as  good  a  purpose.  In  view  of  the  emergency  it  was 
deemed  best  to  purchase  in  Sandusky  and  to  use  the  two  by  six  stuff 
for  posts.  The  work  for  the  mess-rooms,  kitchens  and  washrooms, 
therefore,  was  immediately  undertaken.  It  was  found  impracticable  to 
place  the  mess-rooms  as  near  the  barracks  (60  to  100  feet)  as  you  directed, 
there  being  so  many  sinks  in  the  way,  the  best  that  could  be  done  being 
to  locate  the  mess-rooms  105  feet  from  the  barracks.  The  transverse 
inclination  of  the  ground  selected  for  the  mess-rooms  averaged  only 
about  a  foot  in  thirty.  It  was  therefore  deemed  proper  to  construct 
gravel  floors,  and  that  work  is  already  three-quarters  done  for  one  of 
the  30  by  235  feet  buildings,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  work  for  that 
building  and  the  other  of  the  same  size,  in  the  way  of  constructing 
gravel  floors,  can  be  completed  in  Ave  days  from  this  time.  There  is  a 
deficiency  of  teams  and  wagons  as  compared  with  the  amount  of  work 
to  be  done.  The  qmirtermaster  is  now  receiving,  in  addition  to  his 
lumber,  large  quantities  of  wood  and  hay.  One  consequence  is  that 
the  utmost  effort  with  the  teams  cannot  keep  the  dock  suificiently  clear 
for  landing  supplies,  and  the  other  consequence  is  that  but  few  teams 
can  be  had  for  carrying  on  the  graveling,  but  I  find  that  that  work  can 
be  done  after  the  posts  are  up  and  while  the  roof  is  going  on  if  neces 
sary.  The  gravel  floors  will  be  five  inches  in  thickness,  and,  I  doubt 
not,  will  answer  every  necessary  purpose.  All  of  the  lumber  for  the 
work  has  been  purchased  in  Sandusky,  and  a  considerable  proportion 
of  it  is  already  within  the  prison  yards.  The  work  has  been  commenced 
by  the  carpenters,  and  will  be  pushed  along  rapidly.  I  carefully  pre- 
sented the  opportunity  for  carpenters  and  laborers  among  the  prisoners 
to  engage  in  the  work  going  on  for  their  benefit  and  accommodation,  at 
the  rates  of  compensation  named  in  your  circular,  by  a  notice  placed 
on  the  bulletin  board  in  the  prison,  inviting  such  as  were  willing  to 
assist  to  give  their  names  to  the  lieutenants  calling  the  rolls  in  the 
morning,  but  thus  far  not  a  name  has  been  reported.  Probably  it  is  a 
pure  matter  of  dignity.  They  can  beg  clothing  and  food  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  can't  labor  even  for  their  own  convenience. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  HILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Depot  Peisoners  of  War,  Office  Supt.  of  Prison, 

Near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  August  7, 1804. 
Oapt.  Junius  R.  Sanford, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  con- 
dition  of  the  military  prison  and  prisoners  after  a  careful  inspection 
this  Sunday  morning.  I  have  been  on  duty  at  prison  but  two  days, 
having  received  my  order  on  Friday  morning,  August  5.  I  found  the 
prison  barracks  and  grounds  generally  in  a  very  bad  condition,  but 
have  used  my  utmost  endeavors  to  make  a  change  for  the  better.  The 
kitchens  Lave  been  well  cleansed,  and  are  in  good  condition  this  morn- 
ing. The  dining-rooms  and  sleeping  apartments  are,  as  a  general  thing, 
clean  and  well  cared  for.  The  grounds  around  barracks  and  in  prison 
yard  I  have  had  policed  as  much  as  possible  in  tlie  short  time  I  have 
been  in  charge,  and  they  present  a  very  satisfactory  appearance  this 
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morniug.  Yet,  tlie  want  of  lime  for  tbe  numerous  drains  and  ditches  is 
very  severely  felt,  and  I  understand  it  is  impossible  to  procure  it  at 
present  iu  sufficient  quantities  for  tBe  use  of  the  post.  The  sinks  are 
in  quite  good  condition  at  present  and  at  a  proper  distance  from  the 
barracks  since  the  fence  has  been  removed.  The  work  of  erecting  the 
new  buildings  for  general  dining-halls  and  kitchens  is  progressing  with 
all  possible  dispatch.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  prison  good  and  is 
very  satisfactory,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  report:  Whole  num- 
ber of  prisoners  present,  2,516;  whole  number  last  report,  2,442;  gain 
since  last  report,  74;  number  of  prisoners  in  hospital  to-day,  52;  num- 
ber of  prisoners  in  hospital  last  report,  50;  gain  iu  hospital  since  last 
report,  2;  deaths  since  last  report,  1. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  A.  FOWLEE, 
Major  171st  Ohio  National  Guard,  Sujierintendent  of  I'rinon. 

[ludorKemelit.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Johnson' H  Island,  Ohio,  August  7, 1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners. 

Major  Scovill  obtained  a  twenty-days'  leave  of  absence  from  com- 
mandant Northern  Department  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant, 
and  Major  Fowler,  who  had  been  on  that  duty  in  May,  was  detailed 
to  fill  Major  Scovill's  place  during  his  absence.  Friday  night  Captain 
Wells,  the  assistant,  was  called  to  Sandusky  on  account  of  the  very 
dangerous  illness  of  his  wife,  and  has  not  returned.  Thus  Major  Fowler 
comes  into  the  charge  of  the  prison.  His  report  is  approved.  I  think 
he  is  doing  everything  in  his  power.  The  new  mess-rooms,  kitchens, 
and  wash-room  will  soon  remove  much  of  the  difficulty,  but  with  the 
difficulties  about  sinks  and  water  incident  to  the  present  system  a 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  prison  will  neither  be  maintained  nor 
reached.  I  am  prepared  now  to  submit  a  plan  to  obviate  these  difficul- 
ties and  remove  many  others,  and  will  present  my  plan  fully  in  another 

paper. 

CHAS.  W.  HILL, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  August  7, 186-1. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Colonel  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  of  inspection 
of  Louisville  military  prison.  This  prison  is  used  more  especially  as  a 
transfer  prison.  It  is  situated  near  the  depot  of  Nashville  railroad. 
Sometimes  it  is  crowded;  at  others,  as  now,  almost  empty.  Its  accom- 
modations are  sufficient  for  its  purposes.  Fund  (prison)  on  hand  end 
July,  $917.24.  Several  thousand  dollars  were  expended  last  month  in 
building  a  hospital,  which  is  now  completed.  Upon  being  supplied  with 
water  and  gas  it  can  be  used.  I  would  recommend  that  the  order  be 
giveu  for  supplying  the  hospital  with  water  and  gas,  as  the  building  is 
now  used  by  refugees,  and  will  soon  become  in  a  very  dirty  condition. 
The  hospital  is  in  fair  condition;  the  officer  in  charge, young  and  prob- 
ably inexperienced.  The  management  of  hospital  fund  was  bad,  and 
entirely  contrary  to  regulations.  I  understand  the  present  officer  in 
charge  has  been  relieved.    I  instructed  him  to  call  the  attention  of  his 
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successor  to  the  error  of  keeping  tlie  hospital  fuud  in  its  present 
manner.    The  hospital  now  in  use  in  the  inclosure  is  ample  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  camp,  but  as  the  new"  one  has  been  built  it  had  better  be 
occupied,  thus  giving  more  room  in  the  camp  for  emergencies. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  T.  ALEXANDER, 

Burgeon,  V.  IS.  Army. 

I  Iiii-loHure  I 

Report  of  a  medical  inspection  of  the  camp  and  field  of  the  Louisville 
military  prison,  commanded  by  Captain  Pratt,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  made 
on  the  (ith  and  7th  of  August,  1804,  by  Surg.  C.  T.  Alexander,  acting 
medical  inspector,  U.  S.  Army. 

1.  Camp,  name  and  geographical  position — Louisville  military  prison, 
Louisville,  Ky.  2.  Topography  of  surrounding  country — Louisville.  3. 
Topography  of  locality,  soil,  drainage — city  square,  clay,  good.  4.  Water, 
source,  supply,  quality,  efl'ects — city  water- works,  good,  abundant.  5. 
Fuel,  whence  obtained,  kind,  supply — coal,  good,  abundant.  (J.  Local 
causes  of  disease,  removal,  mitigation — none.  7.  (Jamp,  how  arranged, 
how  long  occupied — hollow  square,  three  years.  8.  Camp,  previous  use 
of  ground — unoccupied.  *  *  »  12.  Barracks,  construction,  size,  num- 
ber of  men  to  each — wooden,  capacity  350,  prisoners  100,  including 
sick.  13.  Barracks,  heating,  cleansing,  ventilation — stoves,  ventilation 
good.  14.  Sinks  and  cesspools,  construction,  position,  management — 
wooden,  with  jiroper  drainage.  15.  Eemoval  of  oltal  and  rubbish,  police 
of  camp — daily,  not  as  good  as  it  ought  to  be.  16.  Rations,  quality, 
quantity,  variety — good,  variety  limited.  17.  Vegetables  and  pickles, 
kind,  amount,  how  obtained — none  issued.  18.  Rations,  how  cooked, 
how  inspected,  messing — stoves,  inspected  by  surgeon  and  commanding 
oflicer,  no  mess-room.  19.  Clothing,  condition,  deiiciencies — fair.  20. 
Men,  morale,  sanitary  condition,  personal  cleanliness — good  for  x>rison- 
ers.  21.  Hospital,  topography  of  locality,  soil,  drainage — same  as  camp. 
22.  Hospital  buildings,  number,  kind,  capacity — two  wards,  wooden, 
capacitylOO,  with  office,  kitchen,  &c.  *  *  *  24.  Hospital  warming, 
ventilation,  lighting — stoves,  ventilation  good,  gas.  25.  Hospital  water- 
closets  and  sinks — good,  well  managed.  26.  Hospital  discipline,  police — 
fair.  27.  Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  eftects — city  water-works. 
28.  Fuel,  whence  obtained,  kind,  supply — coal,  good.  29.  Diet,  quality, 
quantity,  and  variety — good.  30.  Diet,  how  cooked,  how  inspected, 
messing — cooking  stoves,  medical  ofiBcers,  mess-room.  31.  Medical  and 
hospital  supplies,  quality,  condition,  deficiencies — good.  32.  Instru- 
ments, hospital,  personal,  condition,  deficiencies — sulHcient.  33.  Com- 
missary stores,  medical  comforts,  condition,  deficiencies — good.  34. 
Hospital  records  aiid  accounts — properly  made  and  kept.  35.  Hospital 
muster  and  pay  rolls — properly  made  and  kept.  36.  Re))ort  of  sick  and 
wounded  and  of  operations — properly  made  and  kept.  37.  Requisitions 
and  returns — properly  made  and  kept.  38.  Morning  reports,  provision 
returns — properly  madeoutand  kept.  39.  Hospital  fund,  how  expended, 
accounted  for,  condition — $132.67.  40.  Hospital  washing,  how  per- 
formed, how  paid  for — by  women  hired  for  the  purpose,  paid  out  of 
prison  fund.  41.  Surgeons,  number  present,  absent, .  42.  Assist- 
ant surgeons,  acting  assistants — 2  present.  43.  Chaplains — none.  44. 
Hospital  stewards — private  detailed  temporarily  as  steward.  45.  Cooks 
and  nurses — 7.  46.  Sick,  ratio  of,  to  strength  of  command — 30  in 
hospital.    47.  Sick,  condition,  cleanliness — good.    48.  Sick,  beds  for, 
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superficial  area  and  air  space  per  bed— sufiBcient.  •  *  *  51.  Med- 
ical and  surgical  treatment— fair.  52.  Surgical  operations,  how  per- 
foriued— by  surgeon  in  charge.  53.  Nursing,  how  performed— by  pris- 
oners. 54.  Diseases  prevalent— diarrhea,  dysentery,  chronic,  pneu- 
monia. 55.  Diseases  of  a  local  origin— none.  *  *  *  57.  Eecoveries 
from  diseases,  wounds,  rapid  or  tardy— rapid.  58.  Mortality  from 
diseases,  wounds,  per  cent,  to  sick— two-thirds  per  cent,  for  July. 
59.  Viiccination— not  practiced.  CO.  Interments,  how  conducted  and 
recorded— by  undertaker,  properly  recorded. 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Medical  Inspector. 


Andersonville,  Avgust  7,  1864. 
(Via  Macon.) 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

The  new  prison  site  has  been  selected,  five  miles  from  Millen,  toward 
Augusta.  Please  send  authority  to  impress  negroes,  teams  and  wagons, 
lumber  and  saw-mills.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the 
garrisons  should  be  built  as  soon  as  possible.  We  are  full  here  to 
overtiowing. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[First  indorsement.} 

Respectfully  submitted  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  L.  OLAT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


I  Second  iDdoraement.  ] 


Adjutant-General  : 


Atjgttst  8, 1864. 


If  the  requisite  labor,  transportation,  materials  cannot  be  obtained 
on  reasonable  terms  by  hire  or  i)urchase,  impressment  must  be  resorted 
to.    The  law  should  then  be  carefully  observed. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 


CoiiaoHdated  return  for  ('.  S.  miUtari/  prison,  Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  for  the 
week  ending  Aui/ust  7,  1S64. 
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I  certify  tliat  the  above  is  a  (correct  copy  from  my  prison  journal. 

S.  BOYEB  DAVIS, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Prison. 
Capt.  W.  S.  Winder,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Approved : 

JNO.  TI.  WINDEK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Office  Provost-Marshal  of  Prisoners, 

Rock  Island  Barracks, 
RocTc  Island,  III.,  August  8, 1804. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  police  condition  of  the  prison 
and  hospital  for  the  past  week  as  follows :  The  prison  and  hospital 
barracks,  with  their  kitchens  and  grounds  surrounding,  are  cleanly  and 
in  good  condition.  The  general  condition  and  appearance  of  the  pris- 
oners is  excellent.  As  previously  reported,  in  both  prison  and  hospital 
departments  the  bedding  is  clean  and  well  aired.  The  condition  of 
both  prison  and  hospital  departments  throughout  is  still  improving. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  P.  CARAHEK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

Provost- Marshal  of  Prisoners. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Rock  Island  Barracks, 

Rock  Island,  III.,  August  9, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners,  with  the  remark  that  I  inspected  the  prison  and  hos- 
pital yesterday  and  found  everything  in  good  order. 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  8, 1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Commissioner  for  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  inclosed  copies  of  certain 
papers  relating  to  the  treatment  of  officers  captured  on  the  expedition 
of  General  Kilpatrick.* 

From  the  circumstances  here  narrated  I  am  led  to  say  that  I  will 
make  special  exchange  of  all  those  officers,  giving  you  such  officers  as 
you  may  desire  of  equal  rank.  1  also  have  the  honor  further  to  inform 
you  that  unless  1  receive  from  the  officers  statements  that  they  are 
now  well  and  x)roperly  treated  as  prisoners  of  war  I  shall  be  under  the 
necessity  of  putting  in  confinement  an  equal  number  of  officers  by  us 
in  like  condition  and  treatment  as  described  in  inclosed  pai)er.  As  you 
are  aware  1  have  never  desired  nor  favored  retaliation  except  upon 
belief  that  nothing  else  would  answer  to  preserve  the  lives  and  health 

*Not  found  as  inclosiirus  aiul  not  otherwise  identitied. 
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of  our  soldiers,  and  much  as  I  regret  the  painful  necessity  I  certainly 
shall  be  obliged  to  carry  out  my  intentions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  8, 1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  600  rebel  officers, pris- 
oners of  war,  be  sent  to  Major-General  Foster,  Department  of  the  South, 
for  confinement  there.  They  will  be  of  different  grades,  as  may  be  most 
convcuieut. 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  8, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  Department  of  the  South: 

General  :  The  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  that  600  rebel  officers, 
prisoners  of  war,  be  sent  to  you,  to  be  confined,  exposed  to  fire,  and 
treated  in  the  same  manner  as  our  officers,  prisoners  of  war,  are  treated 
in  Charleston.  No  exchanges  will  be  made  without  special  instructions 
of  the  War  Department.  Any  offer  for  exchange  will  be  communicated 
here  for  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


War  Department,  Washington,  August  8, 1864. 
Major-General  Burbridge,  Lexington,  Ky. : 

Last  December  Mrs.  Emily  T.  Helm,  half  sister  of  Mrs.  L.,  and  widow 
of  the  rebel  General  Ben.  Hardin  Helm,  stopped  here  on  her  way  from 
Georgia  to  Kentucky,  and  I  gave  her  a  paper,  as  I  remember,  to  pro- 
tect her  against  the  mere  fact  of  her  being  General  Helm's  widow.  I 
hear  a  rumor  to  day  that  you  recently  sought  to  arrest  her,  but  was 
prevented  by  her  presenting  the  paper  from  me.  I  do  not  intend  to 
protect  her  against  the  consequences  of  disloyal  words  or  acts,  spoken 
or  done  by  her  since  her  return  to  Kentucky,  and  if  the  papers  given 
her  by  me  can  be  construed  to  give  her  protection  for  such  words  or 
acts,  it  is  hereby  revoked  pro  tanto.  Deal  with  her  for  current  conduct 
just  as  you  would  with  any  other. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Office  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  B.  C,  August  8,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.,  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del. : 

General  :  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  please 
transfer  the  rebel  officers  named  on  the  accompanying  roll,  now  pris- 
oners of  war  at  Fort  Delaware,  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  to  be  dehvered 
to  Major-General  Foster,  commanding  Department  of  the  South. 
Should  any  of  the  officers  named  be  too  unwell  to  go,  you  will  send 
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otbers  in  tbeir  places.  The  quartermaster  in  this  city  will  furnish  a 
steamship  for  this  service,  and  you  will  detail  a  guard  of  200  good 
men,  with  a  full  complement  of  officers,  under  the  command  of  a  field 
officer,  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoners.  Give  the  officer  in  charge 
special  instructions  as  to  the  conduct  of  his  guard  ou  the  ship,  and 
require  him  to  keep  embodied  at  the  most  commanding  part  of  the 
vessel,  with  his  sentinels  so  arranged  as  to  give  immediate  notice  of 
any  disorder  among  the  prisoners.  Call  his  attention  to  the  Army 
Regulations  applicable  to  troops  on  transports,  and  have  them  closely 
observed.    As  far  as  practicable  arm  the  guard  with  revolvers. 

Have  such  arrangements  made  ou  the  ship  for  cooking  for  the  guard 
and  prisoners  as  may  be  necessary.  The  prisoners  will  require  no 
cooking  except  the  boiling  of  their  salt  meat,  and  this  should  be  done 
for  them  either  by  the  ship's  cooks  or  by  men  detailed  from  the  guard. 
Furnish  the  commander  with  two  rolls  of  the  prisoners,  one  to  be 
delivered  with  them,  and  one  to  be  receipted  by  the  officer  who  receives 
the  prisoners,  to  be  forwarded  to  this  office  with  his  report.  The  guard 
will  returu  on  the  ship  to  Fort  Delaware.  Notify  me  by  telegram  when 
they  sail. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


[August  9, 1864. — For  Jones  to  Foster,  in  relation  to  exchanges,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  228.] 


GiNOiNNATi,  Ohio,  August  9,  18C4. 
Col.  W,  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary- Geueral  of  Prisoners,  Washing  ion,  D,  C: 
OOLONEL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  inspected  the  mili- 
tary prison  in  this  city,  and  find  it  a  building  suitable  for  the  purpose, 
contaiuiug  in  all  fifty-six  prisoners,  forty  prisoners  of  war,  sixteen 
citizens.  The  police  of  the  building  is  good;  the  prison  fund  small,  $23, 
the  monthly  savings  about  paying  incidental  expenses.  I  called  the 
attention  of  the  officer  in  charge  to  circular  from  your  office,  dated  April 
20,  1864,  for  his  guidance,  and  the  necessity  of  rendering  a  statement 
of  the  prison  fund.  None  of  the  inmates  are  sick.  The  sick  are  visited 
by  medical  officer  of  one  of  the  hospitals  (military)  of  the  city,  and  if 
very  sick  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment.  Capacity  of  building, 
seventy-five.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  removal  of  such  as  are 
not  undergoing  trial,  or  to  be  tried,  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 

Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army. 


Headqxtartees  Depot  for  Prisoners  of  War, 

Mmira,  N.  Y.,  August  9,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  ^Yoshington,  J).  C: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  July  31, 

1864,  one  of  the  sentinels  on  post  at  Barracks,  No.  3,  over  prisoners  of 

war,  shot  one  of  them,  wounding  him  slightly  with  a  buckshot.     I 

ordered  a  board  of  officers  to  examine  into  the  case  and  make  a  report, 
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wliich  I  forward  to  you.  In  my  opinion,  tlie  sentinel  was  justified  in 
tiring  on  the  prisoner.  He  was  ordered  three  times  to  halt  and  did  not 
obey  the  order.  Ou  that  night  the  sentinels  were  very  vigilant,  and  all 
the  troops  under  arms  in  anticipation  of  a  breakout  by  a  portion  of  the 
prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  EASTMAN, 
Lieutenant- Oolonel,  U.  8.  Army,  Gommancling  Post. 

[liiclosuro.] 

Elmiua,  N.  T.,  August  J,  1864. 
Lieut.  Ool.  S.  Eastman,  Commanding  Post,  Elmira,  N.  Y. : 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  orders,  the  board  selected  to  investi- 
gate the  circumstances  attending  the  shooting  of  A.  P.  Potts,  prisoner, 
by  Granville  Garland,  sentiuel,  ou  the  night  of  the  31st  of  July,  was 
convened  at  Barracks,  No.  3,  at  10  a.  m.  August  4, 1804,  and  received 
the  following  testimony,  which  we  have  the  honor  to  submit: 

Oapt.  J.  G.  Cramer,  One  hundred  and  eighth  New  York  Volunteers, 
said: 

I  was  officer  of  patrol  on  the  nigbt  of  the  31st  of  July.  Between  8  ami  9  o'clock 
I  wont  to  the  post  opposite  the  mess-hall  and  asked  the  sentinel  liis  instructions. 
He  replied  that  he  was  to  allow  no  one  to  cross  over  the  bank  to  commit  nuisance. 
I  saw  two  men  at  the  edge  of  the  water  and  asked  him  what  they  were  doing  there. 
The  sentinel  replied  that  they  were  washing  their  feet  and  he  had  allowed  them  to 
cross  for  that  purpose.  I  then  instrncted  him  to  allow  no  one  to  cross  his  beat  on 
any  pretext  whatever.  Between  8  and  9  o'clock  a  shot  was  fired  by  this  sentinel.  I 
ran  to  him  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  firing.  He  stated  that  a  man  had  crossed 
his  beat;  that  he  challenged  him,  but  ho  paid  no  attention  to  it;  then  he  tired.  The 
man  ran  into  the  building;  he  was  not  hit.  I  told  the  sentinel  he  had  done  his 
duty,  and  to  fire  upon  any  man  who  attempted  to  cross  his  beat  after  he  had  chal- 
lenged him  three  times.  About  10  o'clock  I  heard  another  report.  I  ran  to  the  sen- 
tinel and  asked  the  cause  of  the  firing.  He  stated  that  a  man  had  crossed  his  beat 
and  commenced  committing  nuisance.  He  said  that  he  spoke  to  the  man  four  times 
but  that  he  paid  no  attention  to  him,  and  then  he  fired  as  he  was  instructed.  The 
man  ran  to  the  barrack,  crying  "I  am  shot!" 

Corpl.  M.  Turk,  Company  G,  Tenth  New  York  Cavalry,  said: 

I  was  sergeant  of  the  guard  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of  July.  The  sentinel  had  been 
stoned  from  the  post  near  the  mess-hall  the  night  before,  and  so  I  selected  Granville 
Garland  as  the  best  man  I  had  for  that  post.  I  gave  him  his  instructions  to  allow 
no  one  to  cross  his  beat  for  any  purpose.  A  prisoner  attempted  to  cross,  Garland 
halted  him  three  times,  and  then  fired  at  him.  I  was  but  a  short  distance  from  the 
post.  I  went  up  to  Garland  and  asked  him  what  he  had  done.  He  said  he  had  fired 
at  a.  man  who  had  crossed  his  beat,  and  hit  him.  This  was  about  10  o'clock.  He 
had  previously  fired  at  a  man  that  night. 

Corpl.  D.  A.  Kudd,  Company  E,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  New 
York  Volunteers,  said: 

I  was  iit  the  sutler's  the  night  of  the  31st  of  .July.  As  I  passed  the  beat  near  the 
mess-hall  I  heard  the  sentinel  cry  "Halt!"  I  answered  "It  is  1,  sentinel;  I  am  all 
ri"ht."  He  replied  "I  didn't  mean  you,  sergeant;  I  me.ant  this  other  man;"  and 
again  cried  "Halt!"  I  then  saw  a  man  a  few  feet  from  me  approaching  the  senti- 
nel's beat.  I  reminded  him  that  the  sentinel  had  halted  him.  In  a  moment  after- 
ward I  heard  the  sentinel  cry  "Halt!"  again,  and  added  "Keep  away  from  there." 
'i'he  man  paid  no  attention  to  him.  The  sentinel  then  fired  at  him.  The  man  ran 
to  his  quarters,  crying  "  Oh,  God,  I  am  shot!"  I  do  not  know  the  exact  time,  but 
should  think  it  was  not  far  from  10  o'clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

N.  P.  STEELE,  captain, 
J.  B.  KENNEDY,  captain, 
CHAS.  B.  KOUNDS,  lieutenant,' 

Board  of  Examination. 
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New  York,  August  9, 1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  I).  C: 

General:  The  fifty  U.  S.  officers  who  have  recently  been  prisoners 
of  war  and  have  lately  been  exchanged  have  experienced  such  treat- 
ment, generally,  while  in  the  hands  of  the  Confederates  that  it  has 
naturally  and  constantly  been  suggested  that  similar  treatment  to  that 
usually  meted  out  to  tl.  S.  officers  and  soldiers  under  such  circumstances 
should  be  measured  out  to  Confederate  officers  and  soldiers  in  our 
hands.  As  a  measure  of  economy,  if  not  of  even  justice,  this  is  respect- 
fully urged. 

And  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  commission  from  among  these 
ofli(!ers  who  have,  in  person,  suflfered  should  be  appointed,  with  direc- 
tions to  visit  our  own  prisons,  to  compare  carefully  the  treatment 
adopted,  and  to  draw  up  a  code  of  instructions  for  the  government  of 
our  commanders  of  prisons  and  others  interested,  particularly  with 
respect  to  transportation,  shelter,  clothing,  and  subsistence. 

While  prisoners  in  our  hands  are  well  fed,  clothed,  and  sheltered, 
and  are  treated  humaucly,  our  own  officers  and  soldiers  are  habitually 
robbed  and  starved  until  rendered  unfit  for  further  service. 
Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

H,  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadier -General,  U.  S.  Army. 

[First  iudorsemout.] 

Adtutant-Genebal's  Office,  August  12, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

W.  A.  OTOHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  inilorHeinent.] 

Office  Commissaby-(tENEral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  G.,  August  16,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  General  Wessells  and  an  officer 
from  eacli  grade  of  those  recently  exchanged  at  Charleston  be  called 
upon  to  make  a  joint  report  on  the  treatment  received  by  Federal 
officers  and  soldiers  while  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  to  be  laid  before 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  nOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  August  18, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  prison- 
ers for  remark. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

LOUIS  H.  PELOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Fourth  indoracment.] 

AuauST  20,  18G4. 
I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Hoffman.    A  full  and  authentic 
report  of  facts  (as  to  treatment)  is  very  desirable,  upon  which  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  may  make  his  own  judgment  as  to  what  should  be 
done. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- Omieral  of  Volunteers. 
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WiLLiAMSTOWN,  MASS.,  August  10,  1804. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  D".  S.  Army, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  0. : 

Colonel:  Immediately  upon  the  arrival  at  New  York' of  the  fifty 
oflBcers  recently  exchanged  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  a  communication  was 
addressed  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  by  the  senior  officer. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Wessells,  suggesting  that  a  commission  be  appointed 
to  visit  our  prisons,  ascertain  exactly  how  Confederate  officers  and  men 
are  treated,  and  to  draw  up  a  code  of  rules,  founded  strictly  upon  their 
personal  experience  while  prisoners  of  war,  for  the  government  of  those 
Confederates  while  in  U.  S.  custody. 

The  subject  of  treatment  of  such  prisoners  has,  of  course,  often  and 
fully  presented  itself  for  your  consideration,  but  to  us  who  have  prac- 
tically and  personally  experienced  the  attentions  of  Southern  jailers, 
the  subject  is  one  of  bitter  remembrance,  only  to  be  referred  to  with 
vindictive  and  retaliatory  spirit. 

The  Southern  authorities  claim  that  they  give  to  prisoners  precisely 
what  their  soldiers  are  allowed  in  the  field.  It  is  probably  true  of  the 
ration,  but  of  nothing  else.  The  Southern  soldier,  even  in  his  most 
prosperous  days,  lived  simply  upon  the  handful  of  corn  and  bit  of 
bacon  upon  which  he  now  is  supported.  Few  Northern  men,  except  in 
an  almshouse — and  I  know  of  none  that  ever  fed  so  scantily — were  ever 
reduced  to  the  common  rule  of  diet  of  the  Southern  race.  But  beyond 
their  ration  the  prisoner  enjoys  none  of  those  essentials  to  cleanliness, 
and  consequently  to  health,  that  are  so  strictly  indispensable.  Fresh 
air,  water  in  abundance  for  washing  and  bathing,  and  opportunity  for 
exercise  have  been  rigidly  ignored  or  forbidden.  The  most  gross  lack 
of  administration  has  characterized  their  prisons.  But,  as  already 
referred  to,  air  and  water  have,  although  the  cheapest  luxuries  in  the 
Confederacy,  been  studiously  refused,  and  this  more  particularly  at 
Andersonville  and  at  Macon,  the  most  recently  established  of  the 
depots  for  our  captured  soldiers.  Why  should  not  rebel  prisoners  be 
treated  exactly  like  our  own?  We  construct  elegant  accommodations, 
spacious,  with  every  convenience,  and  admit  all  kinds  of  luxuries, 
while  our  people  rot  with  dirt  and  scurvy.  At  Andersonville  the  scene 
would  disgrace  a  race  of  cannibal  barbarians.  Scores  die  daily  from 
sheer  neglect,  and  with  as  little  care;  less  than  a  rotten  sheep  would 
meet  at  the  hands  of  a  brutal  owner. 

My  firm  conviction  is  that  the  Southern  authorities  believe  we  do  not 
dare  to  give  like  treatment  to  their  captured.  It  would  perh.aps  dis- 
grace us  to  so  retaliate.  We  constantly  declared  that  snch  rules  of 
treatment  as  were  imposed  upon  us  we  should  endeavor  to  have  applied 
to  themselves. 

At  Charleston  a  vigorous  protest,  signed  by  the  five  general  officers 
(])risoners),  produced  an  immediate  ebange  in  food,  which,  I  am  happy 
to  add,  will  doubtless  be  extended  to  all  future  prisoners  in  Cliarleston. 
Copies  of  this  letter,  and  of  other  correspondence  with  Confederate 
authorities  upon  like  points,  are  now  being  made  to  be  forwarded  to 
you. 

The  Southern  authorities  are  exceedingly  desirous  of  immediate 
exchange  of  all  prisoners.  General  Wessells  and  myself  had  an  inter- 
view with  General  Ripley  at  Charleston  on  this  point.  Their  urgency 
is  unbounded,  but  we  asserted  that  it  was  the  poorest  possible  policy 
for  our  Government  to  deliver  to  thein  40,000  prisoners,  better  fed  and 
clothed  than  ever  before  in  their  lives  and  perfectly  equipped  for  the 
field  by  Northern  generosity,  while  the  United  States  received  in  return 
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au  equal  number  of  unfortunate  men  worn  out  with  privation  and  neg- 
lect, barely  able  to  walk,  often  drawing  the  last  breath,  and  utterly 
unfit  to  take  the  field  as  soldiers. 

But  this  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  is  one  of  the  strongest  pos- 
sible ))roofs  of  the  failing  strength  of  their  cause.  Between  Lee's  and 
Hood's  armies  the  country  is  a  waste,  redeemed  only  by  the  labor  of 
the  females,  the  very  young  and  very  old  male  and  the  slave.  Their 
last  men  have  gone  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  rather  than  reenforce 
their  armies  as  an  exchange  would  do,  it  was  urged  that  it  would  be 
much  wiser,  although  hard  upon  our  poor  fellows,  to  let  them  stay  yet 
longer  where  they  now  are.  The  South  can  be  compelled  to  treat  them 
well.  Give  Confederate  prisoners  the  same  measure  of  humanity  that 
they  mete  out  to  us  and  there  will  soon  be  no  dread  or  apprehension 
resjiecting  the  prisoner's  life.  And  the  fact  that  a  set  of  rules  openly 
and  plainly  declared  to  the  world,  over  the  signatures  of  officers  who 
have  themselves  tasted  of  Southern  prison  fare,  as  the  basis  of  future 
treatment,  would  in  my  judgment  be  a  quick  method  of  bringing  South- 
ern authorities  to  a. just  view  of  their  obligations  iu  this  matter. 

I  have  written  fully,  colonel,  for  the  benefit  only  of  the  thousands 
who  still  starve  and  die  in  Southern  bondage.  Had  you  like  us  been 
locked  in  felon  cells  and  been  treated  like  us  as  outlaws  and  felons,  or 
worse,  there  would  be  no  need  to  pray  you  to  show  them  the  same 
treatment  in  pure  mercy  toward  those  still  iu  their  liands. 

Should  some  such  course  be  adopted  as  I  have  suggested  I  have  no 
desire  myself  to  take  any  part  in  its  formation.  I  trust  I  shall  be 
ordered  to  the  field.  But  I  can  give  information  that  might  be  of  util- 
ity, prelijninary  to  the  adoption  of  such  a  course. 

Permit  nie  to  apologize  for  this  letter  and  its  length,  and  believe  me, 
colonel, 

Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  SEYMOUE, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  iS.  Volunteers. 

[First  iDdorneuicnt.] 

Office  Commissaky-Genekal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  August  22,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  be  considered 
with  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wessells  on  the  same  subject,  sub- 
mitted ou  the  16th  instant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Second  iudorsemeDt.] 

War  Department,  August  23, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  exchange  of  prisoners 
for  remark.    The  letter  of  General  Wessells  is  inclosed. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

LOUIS  H.  PELOTJZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Third  indurMcment.] 

August  26,  1864. 
The  undersigned  can  only  repeat  his  indorsement  of  the  20th  instant. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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Office  Agent  of  Exchange, 
Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  August  10, 1864, 
Maj.  IG.  SzYMANSKi,  C.  S.  Army, 

Agent  of  IJxchange,  Trans-Mississippi  Department: 

Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  an  ofiBcial  copy 
of  General  Orders,  No.  107,  headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf,* 
containing  an  enumeration  by  name  of  the  officers  and  men,  amount- 
ing to  an  equivalent  for  110  privates  of  the  paroled  prisoners  delivered 
to  me  June  17th,  now  declared  exchanged  in  pursuance  of  our  agree- 
ment of  July  22.  I  also  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  one  Capt.  William  Austin,  master  of  a  transport  steamer  in  the 
Confederate  service,  was  delivered  to  you  at  the  time  of  our  late 
exchange  of  prisoners  as  a  citizen,  without  exchange.  You  will  doubt- 
less remember  that  he  was  entered  on  our  lists  of  prisoners  as  a 
"  captain"  and  that  some  discussion  arose  as  to  the  terms  upon  which 
he  should  be  delivered,  resulting  in  his  being  simply  released  as  a 
citizen  uou-combatant,  without  equivalent. 

I  have  now  to  request  that  yon  will  release  Capt.  William  M.  Dana, 
the  master  of  the  transport  steamer  John  Warner,  as  an  equivalent 
for  Captain  Austin. 

I  think  yon  will  concede  the  equity  of  this  request.  In  any  case  I 
ask  that  you  will  bring  Captain  Dana  with  you  to  our  next  meeting  for 
exchange,  and  if  the  above  proposal  is  not  satisfactory  I  will  render 
you  an  ample  equivalent  for  his  release. 

You  have  no  doubt  heard  of  the  capture  by  our  naval  forces  in 
Mobile  Bay  of  a  considerable  number  of  officers  and  men  of  the  C.  S. 
Navy.  I  have  already  asked  for  authority  to  exchange  a  sufficient 
number  of  officers  and  men  of  this  capture  for  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  U.  S.  Navy  now  prisoners  at  Camp  Ford.  This  authority  will 
undoubtedly  be  granted,  and  if  so,  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  propose 
such  an  exchange  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  I  hope  that  I  may  very 
soon  receive  from  you  the  list  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Louisiana 
brigade  to  be  exchanged  and  that  that  exchange  may  be  consummated 
without  unnecessary  delay. 

I  send  with  this  some  letters  for  citizens  and  prisoners  within  your 
lines  which  1  beg  you  will  have  forwarded  to  their  several  destinations. 
I  am,  major,  A'ery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  C.  DWIGHT, 
Col.  and  Agent  of  Exchange,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Circular,  )     Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 
No.  4.      \  Washington,  D.  C,  August  10, 1864. 

I,  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  it  is  ordered  that  hereafter 
no  supplies  of  any  kind  will  be  furnished  to  prisoners  of  war  by  their 
relatives  or  friends,  except  in  cases  of  illness,  when  near  relatives  will 
be  permitted  to  send  them  such  articles  of  food  as  may  be  approved  by 
the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  to  whose  care  they  will  in  all 
cases  be  addressed.  Necessary  clothing  may  be  furnished  by  near 
relatives  to  destitute  prisoners,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  post  where  they  are  confined.  Outer  garments  must 
be  of  gray  or  dark  mixed  color  and  of  infeiior  quality.  Only  one  suit 
of  outer  clothing  and  a  change  of  underclothing  will  be  allowed. 

<  ^ee  !>.  539. 
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II.  It  is  furtber  ordered  that  sutlers  at  military  prisons  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  sell  to  prisoners  only  the  following  articles,  viz,  writing  mate 
rials,  postage  stamps,  tobacco,  cigars,  pipes,  matches,  combs,  soap,  tooth 
brnshes,  hair  brushes,  clothes  brushes,  scissors,  thread,  and  needles, 
handkerchiefs,  towels,  and  pocket  looking-glasses. 

III.  This  order  will  not  be  understood  as  i)rohibiting  prisoners  of 
war  from  receiving  clothing  or  other  articles  not  contraband  from  their 
relatives  or  friends  residing  beyond  our  lines,  when  forwarded  by  flag- 
of-truce  boat,  or  any  other  authorized  channel,  so  long  as  the  prisoners 
of  war  held  at  Bichinond  and  other  Southern  prisons  are  permitted  to 
receive  the  same  articles  in  the  same  manner  from  their  relatives  and 
friends  in  the  loyal  States. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  Angust  10, 18(lL 
The  President  op  the  United  States: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  some  facts 
and  suggestions  having  relation  to  those  of  our  military  and  naval 
forces  who  are  prisoners  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  operations  against  Eichinond  induced  tbe  enemy  to  send  his 
prisoners  fixrther  south  for  security.  The  advance  of  General  Sher- 
man's column  has  again  made  necessary  further  changes  in  the  enemy's 
depots,  which  will  probably  be  established  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Savannah  and  Charleston. 

On  the  3d  day  of  August  600  of  our  commissioned  officers  arrived  in 
Charleston  from  Macon.  It  was  said,  however,  that  the  real  destina- 
tion intended  for  them  was  Savannah,  whither  a  large  additional 
number  may  be  sent. 

The  condition  of  our  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
is  represented  to  reach  the  extreme  limit  of  destitution  and  suft'ering; 
this  is  more  especially  true  of  the  enlisted  men.  It  is  reported  to  me 
from  reliable  sources  that  they  are  without  shelter,  not  even  for  the  sick ; 
that  neither  blankets  nor  clothing  are  issued  to  them,  and  that  for  the 
large  number  of  sick  the  surgeons  in  charge  are  without  the  most 
necessary  medicines  and  hospital  supplies.  The  result  is  a  fearful  and 
increasing  mortality. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Major-General  Foster,  commanding 
Department  of  tbe  South,  if  authorized  to  do  so,  could  make  an 
arrangement  to  relieve  tbe  most  necessary  wants  of  our  men  by  send- 
ing supplies  to  them  in  charge  of  suitable  agents,  who  would  be  allowed 
as  such  to  superintend  the  issue  of  supplies  to  our  men,  and  probably 
a  detail  of  assistant  surgeons  would  be  allowed  to  remain  with  the  sick 
in  charge.  Pending  tbe  suspension  of  regular  exchanges  no  eftbrt 
should  be  spared  to  mitigate  the  suft'erings  of  these  gallant  men,  thrown 
by  the  fortunes  of  war  into  the  hands  of  a  cruel  enemy.  We  must  either 
remain  inactive  witnesses  of  their  sufferings  or  retaliate  upon  the  prison- 
ers in  our  hands,  or  renew  our  efforts  to  afford  succor  to  our  men. 

Apart  from  tbe  objections  which  exist  to  tbe  policy  of  retaliation,  it 
is  at  least  doubtful  whether  it  would  inure  to  the  benefit  of  our  men, 
for  tbe  reason  that  the  enemy  are  reported  to  be  without  the  means  to 
supply  clothing,  medicines,  and  other  needful  supplies  even  to  their 
own  troops. 

1  earnestly  recommend  that  Major-General  Foster  be  authorized  to 
make  such  an  arrangement  as  I  have  suggested  if  he  finds  it  practicable 
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to  do  80,  and  I  am  not  without  hope  chat  if  bis  instructions  authorize 
it  be  would  be  able  to  negotiate  exchanges  on  a  basis  satisfactory  to 
the  Government. 

^  The  proximity  of  the  rebel  depots  for  prisoners  to  Major-General 
Foster's  department,  and  the  dimmisbiug  facilities  for  their  transpor- 
tation from  the  Gulf  States  to  City  Point,  might  render  it  expedient, 
temporarily  at  least,  to  modify  the  existing  cartel,  so  as  to  designate 
Savannah  or  Charleston  as  the  place  for  exchanges,  and  to  authorize 
Major-General  Foster  to  negotiate  them 

It  would  afford  me  the  utmost  gratification  to  be  able  to  render  any 
service  in  my  power  in  giving  effect  to  the  suggestions  embodied  in  this 
communication. 

Very  resjjectfuUy, 

]).  E.  SICKLES, 
Major  General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 

[First  iudorsemcut] 

AUfitiST  12,  1804. 
I  submit  the  within  from  General  Sickles  on  an  old  and  veiy  painful 
subject. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

[Second  indoraemoDt.] 

lleferred  +o  Major-General  Hitchcock,  commissioner  of  exchange, 
for  report  as  to  the  means  that  can  be  adoi>ted  for  the  purpose  within 
stated. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Third  iudorsemeut.] 

August  13, 1864. 

General  Foster  was  authorized  to  effect  an  exchange  of  those  oflBcers 
first  sent  to  the  city  of  Charleston  by  the  rebels,  and  his  authority 
might  be  extended  to  those  (some  GOO)  said  to  have  been  sent  there. 
He  might  have  a  general  authority  on  the  subject  and  exchange  as 
many  as  possible. 

Our  suffering  prisoners  in  Bichmond  a  few  months  since  scarcely 
received  any  benefit  from  the  supplies  sent  to  them  from  the  North. 

There  was  evidence  that  the  rebel  guards  used  the  supplies  before 
the  faces  of  our  imprisoned  soldiers,  and  what  they  did  not  use,  or 
much  of  it,  was  allowed  to  spoil  in  the  boxes  under  the  very  eyes  of 
our  people,  who  were  not  allowed  to  touch  tliem. 

Medical  officers  might  be  sent  to  attend  upon  the  sick  if  the  rebel 
authorities  would  permit  it,  which  is  not  likely.  The  experiment  might 
be  tried. 

The  only  sure  remedy  for  the  abominations  practiced  in  the  South 
by  the  enemy  is  to  defeat  his  armies. 

liespectfuUy  submitted. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  10, 1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Commissioner  for  Exchange : 

Sir:  Dr.  James  P.  Hambleton  has  been  for  many  months  a  prisoner 
of  war  m  Fort  Monroe.  He  is  in  some  way  connected  with  the  South- 
ern press.    A.  D.  liichardson  has  been  in  Libby  Prison  as  a  i)risoner 
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since  April,  1863.    He  was  captured  on  a  steam-boat  in  tbe  Mississippi 
Kiver.     He  is  connecteil  with  the  Northern  press. 

Will  you  exchange  one  lor  the  other?  Hambleton  claims  that  he 
has  a  paper  from  you  saying  you  will  do  so,  and  upon  this  he  vexes  all 
my  friends  and  me  continually.  Please  say  definitely  that  you  will  or 
that  you  will  not,  so  that  1  can  stop  his  mouth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLEli, 
Major- Genera  L  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqr«.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  Aiu/ust  10,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ovlv,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Fred.  Clark,  a  private  in  the  Seventh  Maine  Yolunteers,  was 
taken  prisoner  some  time  in  December  at  Mine  Run.  It  is  supposed 
he  may  have  died  in  the  Mayo  Hospital,  Itichmond,  but  it  is  not  made 
certain.  You  will  do  me  a  great  favor  by  having  it  ascertained  and 
report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hagerstown,  Md.,  August  10, 1S61. 
His  Excellency  President  Lincoln,  Washington  : 

Sir  :  General  Early,  of  the  rebel  army,  caused  to  be  arrested  as  hos- 
tages on  Saturday  last  seven  of  our  citizens,  who,  when  taken  into 
his  presence  at  Williamsport,  were  released  on  parole  to  report  them- 
selves in  Richmond  in  two  weeks. 

The  gentlemen  arrested  were  the  Rev.  Dr,  John  B.  Kerfoot,  president 
of  the  College  of  Saint  James,  in  this  county;  Reverend  Mr.  Ooit,  a 
professor  in  that  institution;  Isaac  Nesbitt,  esq.,  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  for  this  county;  Andrew  H.  Hager,  a  leading  miller  and  merchant 
of  this  place;  Fredk.  C.  McComas,  of  this  neighborhood,  inspector  of 
whisky,  &c.,  under  the  national  revenue  laws;  Reverend  Mr.  Edwards, 
rector  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  this  town,  and  the  Rev- 
erend Mr.  Hyde,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Eiriscopal  Church  of  this 
place.  I  understand  that  the  two  first  named  were  taken  to  be  held  as 
hostages  for  the  Reverend  Doctor  Boyd,  of  Winchester,  Va.,  arrested  and 
held  by  order  of  General  Hunter,  and  the  others  as  hostages  for  certain 
persons  taken  and  held  under  order  of  General  Hunter,  in  a  matter 
relative  to  the  burning  of  a  store  at  Hedgesville,  Berkeley  County,  Va. 

I  was  not  here  when  these  arrests  were  made,  having  absented  myself 
when  the  rebels  came  in.  Had  I  been  here  there  is  every  probability 
that  I  would  have  been  among  the  number  arrested. 

Doctor  Kerfoot,  Mr.  Nesbitt,  Mr.  Edwards,  and  those  of  the  party 
have  repaired  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  and  prevailing 
upon  the  proper  authorities  to  release  those  in  confinement  under  Gen- 
eral Hunter's  orders,  that  they  themselves  may  in  turn  be  released  from 
their  parole  and  the  apprehended  horrors  of  a  loathsome  and  extended 
confinement  in  Libby  Prison. 

Knowing  these  gentlemen  well,  it  becomes  me  to  add  my  appeal  to 
theirs  for  their  liberation  from  the  dreadful  dilemma  in  which  they  have 
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been  placed.  They  are  nearly  all  husbands,  and  all  but  one  have  fami- 
lies; they  all  occupy  leading  and  important  positions  in  our  community; 
they  are  all  devoted,  consistent,  prominent,  and  influential  Unionists — 
the  most  loyal  of  our  loyal  ])eople.  In  point  of  intelligence  and  public 
virtue  and  true  patriotism  there  are  none  among  us  who  can  be  named 
as  their  superiors. 

From  the  commencement  of  our  troubles  they  took  a  decided  stand 
in  behalf  of  our  Union  and  nationality,  and  that  they  have  uudeviat- 
iugly  maintained,  wielding  an  influence  that  has  been  marked  and  felt 
in  support  of  the  war  among  our  people.  Mr.  Nesbitt  has  now  two 
sons  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  had  another  in  the  army,  who 
has  died. 

The  community  cannot  lose  these  men.  They  deserve  a  better  late 
than  the  horrors  of  a  rebel  prison.  Their  families,  wives,  and  tender 
and  interesting  children  cry  aloud  for  their  salvation  from  such  a  doom. 

The  whole  loyal  people  of  our  county  (I  can  speak  for  them,  for  I 
know  them)  unite  with  one  voice  and  prayer  that  they  may  be  saved 
from  the  horrible  alternative  before  them. 

Is  it  necessary  that  the  orders  of  General  Hunter  shall  be  persevered 
in  at  such  a  sacrifice"?  I  sincerely  hope  not,  and  I  do  most  earnestly 
ask  and  trust  that  the  Executive  may  find  it  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  safety  of  the  Republic  to  relax  the  hold  upon  the  men  for  whom 
these  most  valuable  citizens  of  ours  have  been  taken  as  hostages. 

I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with  Your  Excellency,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary that  I  should  be  to  give  to  my  appeal  in  behalf  of  these  my  friends 
and  fellow-citizens  a  just  efiect  upon  the  Executive  mind  and  heart. 
We  are  all  struggling,  each  in  his  position,  limited  or  exalted,  in  a 
great  and  common  cause,  and  in  the  fearful  strife  let  us  not  be 
deprived  of  those  who  can  help  by  their  counsels,  their  example,  and 
their  sacrifices;  and  further,  let  us  not  be  discouraged,  mortified,  and 
weighted  down  by  their  sufferings  and  privations  under  the  hands  of 
an  inhuman  and  cruel  foe — enemies  to  their  country,  traitors  to  all  that 
is  dear  and  venerated  in  our  institutions,  and  subverters  of  our  precious 
liberties. 

Our  position  here  has  been  open,  from  the  fatalities  of  war,  to  the 
inroads  of  this  enemy.  Some,  more  prudent  than  others,  sought  refuge 
abroad,  but  all  could  not  do  this  without  exposing  friends,  dependents, 
and  property  to  violence  or  the  flames.  Our  militia  system  is  weak, 
and  voluntary  organization  for  border  defense,  if  made,  would  prove 
entirely  ineflScient  against  such  an  invading  force. 

Trusting  to  the  strong  arm  of  the  National  Government,  to  which  we 
most  freely  contribute  in  meu,  money,  influence,  and  taxation,  we  felt 
ourselves  secure  until  lately,  and  when  the  enemy  was  upon  us.  It  is 
not,  then,  our  fault  that  our  citizens  have  been  thus  exposed.  It  is 
rather  the  consequence  of  unforeseen  events,  which  may  occur  and 
sometimes  do  occur  when  success  and  victory  seem  to  be  within  our 
grasp. 

Let  not  these  be  aggravated  by  the  seizure  and  imprisonment,  by  the 
enemy  having  the  temporary  advantage,  of  some  of  the  best  sons  of 
the  Bepublic.  Spare  them,  my  dear  sir,  spare  them  from  such  a  fate, 
from  such  suffering,  from  such  degradation.  Let  them  be  restored  to 
the  active  duties  of  citizens,  to  the  embraces  of  their  families  and 
friends,  and  to  the  free  air  of  a  State  about  to  be  made  entirely  free, 
and  to  that  freedom  their  presence  and  aid  will  prove  so  essential.  The 
official  duties  and  relations  of  most  of  them  are  important,  and  let  this 
consideration  have  its  due  weight  also. 
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Trusting  that  the  application  they  have  made  has  already  proved 
successful,  or,  if  not,  that  this  may  add  something  to  their  appeal,  and 
that  the  result  may  be  in  conformity  with  the  petition  I  thus  volun- 
tarily present  in  their  behalf,  I  remain,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant  and  fellow-citizen,  

D.  WEISBL, 
Judge  of  the  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit  of  Maryland. 

Eeferences:  Senators  Johnson  and  Hicks,  of  Maryland;  Representa- 
tives Thomas  and  Webster,  Maryland;  Rev.  Dr.  Septimus  Tustin, 
Washington. 

fludorBemeDt-l 

ArGTTST  16, 1864. 
The  gentlemen  who  gave  their  parole  have  a  personal  question  which 
will  no  doubt  bind  them  to  compliance  if  permitted  to  do  so.  But  it  [is] 
submitted  that  the  enemy  has  no  right  to  impose  such  paroles.  On 
pretense  of  such  a  parole  the  enemy  might  leave  within  our  lines  spies 
to  obtain  information  and  report  it  prospectively  at  any  named  time. 
This  might  be  prevented  by  arresting  these  citizens. 

Meantime  1  would  recommend  that  the  arrests  made  by  General 
Hunter  be  inquired  into  and  the  parties  ordered  to  be  released  unless 
there  is  public  reason  for  holding  them. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 


Hdqes.  U.  S.  Forces,  Johnson's  Island  and  Sandusky, 

Johnson's  Island,  Ohio,  August  10,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  been  materially  impeded  in  my  work  by  an  attempt 
to  stampede  among  the  prisoners  on  Monday  last.  The  demonstration 
took  a  pretty  wide  range,  involving  many  facts.  I  am  giving  all  of  my 
attention  to  it  1  can  and  keep  up  current  duties,  and  expect  to  report 
definitely  in  a  day  or  two.  I  make  this  mention  on  account  of  a  wonder- 
fully false  statement  which  appeared  in  the  Sandusky  Commercial 
Register  of  this  morning.  You  will  hear  from  me  again  to-morrow. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  HILL, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  Bichwtalld,  Va.,  August  10, 1864. 
Maj.  John  E.  Mtjlford,  Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  You  have  several  times  proposed  to  me  to  exchange  the  pris- 
oners respectively  held  by  the  two  belligerents,  officer  for  officer  and 
man  for  man.  The  same  offer  has, also  been  made  by  other  officials  hav- 
ing charge  of  matters  connected  with  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  This 
proposal  has  heretofore  been  declined  by  the  Confederate  authorities, 
they  insisting  upon  the  terms  of  the  cartel,  which  required  the  delivery 
of  the  excess  on  either  side  upon  parole.  In  view,  however,  of  the  very 
large  number  of  prisoners  now  held  by  each  party,  and  the  suftering 
consequent  upon  their  continued  confinement,  I  now  consent  to  the  above 
proposal,  and  agree  to  deliver  to  you  the  prisoners  held  in  captivity  by 
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the  Confederate  authorities,  provided  you  agree  to  deliver  an  equal 
number  of  Confederate  officers  and  men.  As  equal  numbers  are  deliv- 
ered from  time  to  time  they  will  be  declared  exchanged. 

This  proposal  is  made  with  the  understanding  that  the  officers  and 
men  who  have  been  longest  in  captivity  will  be  the  first  delivered,  where 
it  is  practicable.    I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible whether  this  arrangement  can  be  carried  out. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Watnesborottgh,  Burke  County,  Ga.,  August  10, 1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  following  facts :  I  am  informed 
by  Captain  Winder,  of  Eichmond,  Va.,  that  he  is  authorized  by  you 
to  locate  a  military  prison  in  this  section  of  the  State,  and  has  selected 
a  location  on  the  plantation  of  a  widow  lady  of  this  county.  There 
are  many  objections,  in  my  judgment,  why  it  would  be  an  objection- 
able location.  First.  The  health  of  the  prisoners  and  guard  should  be 
considered.  The  water  to  be  inclosed  in  the  stockade  is  the  most 
unhealthy,  rotten  limestone,  and  no  one  in  our  country  ever  thought  of 
drinking  it,  and  there  is  no  other  water  in  five  miles  of  the  place.  The 
water  is  from  a  spring  (rotten  limestone).  Second.  The  interest  of  the 
Government  should  be  considered.  This  lady's  plantation  has  about 
150  negroes  on  it,  and  her  crops  are  of  vast  importance  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  community.  Her  tithe  alone  last  year  was  1,300  bushels  of 
corn,  2,500  pounds  of  bacon,  &c.  This  plantation  is  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  place  anticipated  for  the  prison.  There  are  also  several  other 
plantations  within  a  few  miles  of  the  place;  at  least  COO  or  800  negroes 
in  five  miles  of  it.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be  better  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  place  the  prison  more  remote  from  the  large  plantations  and 
where  the  troops  could  get  good  water,  when  there  are  so  many  such 
places  on  all  our  lines  of  railroads.  I  have  no  doubt  but  Captain 
Winder  has  had  false  representation  made  to  him  by  certain  parties 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  spot  he  has  selected,  and  entirely  for 
pecuniary  purposes — men  who  are  not  in  the  service  of  the  country 
and  never  have  been,  and  who  care  nothing  for  the  interest  of  the 
Government  or  any  one  else,  so  they  are  putting  money  in  their  coffers. 
These  facts  can  be  substantiated  by  every  prominent  man  in  the 
county,  and  if  Your  Honor  will  hear  from  us  on  the  subject  I  will  send 
a  petition  of  the  inferior  court  of  the  county  for  a  change  of  location 
for  potent  causes. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  JOHNSON,  M.  D. 


Maj.  Thomas  P.  Turner,  commanding,  &c.,  makes  a  report  relative 
to  certain  officers  and  seamen  sent  to  Salisbury  in  December  last.* 

[iDdoraement.] 

August  10, 1864. 
Returned  to  General  Gardner. 

The  officers  and  seamen  mentioned  within  are  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war  by  the  Federal  authorities.    They  were  at  one  time  iu  irons, 

"  Turner's  report  not  found ;  but  see  Onld  ti>  Meredith,  Vol.  VI,  this  series,  p.  705. 
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but  were  relioved  by  General  Butler.  At  the  same  time  I  thought 
those  we  held  were  relieved  from  close  coiifinemeiit.  I  know  such  an 
order  was  given. 

[KO.  ODLD.] 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  11, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  of  inspec- 
tion of  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  camp  for  prisoners  of  war.  Owing  to  the 
improvements  now  in  progress  at  this  camp  tlie  police  is  not  as  good 
as  it  otherwise  would  be.  By  the  end  of  this  week  there  will  be  com- 
pleted in  all  seventeen  barracks,  accommodating  198  prisoners  each, 
averaging  100  feet  by  22.  Your  order  authorizing  barracks  sufificient 
to  increase  capacity  of  prison  to  8,000  is  being  rapidly  executed.  The 
tents  now  in  use  are  to  be  abandoned  as  quarters  are  erected.  The 
sinks  are  well  managed,  being  so  constructed  that  water  drainage  is 
secured  daily.  The  plan  devised  for  the  purpose  will  do  very  well  in 
summer;  in  the  winter  the  offal  will  liave  to  be  removed  by  the  prison- 
ers to  a  proper  distance  from  camp.  The  rations  are  good  and  suffi- 
cient, limited  in  variety.  Since  the  potato  does  not  form  a  part  of 
the  soldier's  ration  the  prisoners  are  deprived  of  vegetables  unless 
upon  the  surgeon's  certilicate.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  for  the 
health  of  the  prisoners  the  commanding  officer  of  each  be  instructed 
to  have  issued,  purchased  from  the  prison  fund,  three  times  a  week, 
such  antiscorbutics  as  may  at  the  season  of  the  year  be  most  econom- 
ical. The  suggestion  is  offered  as  the  surgeon  in  charge  may  not  feel 
authorized  to  recommend  an  issue  of  vegetables  until  disease  has 
already  appeared. 

The  prison  fund  on  hand  ending  July  was  $18,278.09;  hospital 
fund  $422.28.  Both  api)ear  judiciously  managed  and  properly  expended. 
The  individual  accounts  of  prisoners  are  well  managed,  satisfactorily 
to  the  prisoners  and  without  loss  to  the  officer  in  charge. 

Orders  to  the  guard  are  plain;  instructions  to  the  prisoners  defining 
their  privileges  definite;  trade  with  the  sutler  by  checks.  The  hos- 
pital accouunodation  is  limited.  A  necessity  exists  for  building  a  suit- 
able hospital  consisting  of  six  wards,  accommodating  each  sixty 
patients,  with  proper  administrative  building,  kitchen,  laundry,  &c., 
attached,  if  the  capacity  of  the  prison  is  to  be  increased  to  8,000.  The 
cost  of  the  material  for  such  a  building  will  be  near  $10,000.  A  site  was 
selected  and  plan  explained,  so  that  your  instructions  can  be  carried 
out  without  delay  if  you  think  proper  to  order  the  building. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army, 

[Inclosiire.l 

Report  of  a  medical  inspection  of  the  vamp  and  hospital  of  the  prison, 
Gamp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  commanded,  by  Colonel  Richardson,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  made  on  the  10th  and  11th  days  of  August,  1864,  by  Surg. 
C.  T.  Alexander,  acting  medical  inspector,  U.  8.  Army. 

1.  Camp,  name  and  geographical  position — Camp  Chase,  near  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  2.  Topography  of  surrounding  country — Scioto  Valley.  3. 
Topography  of  locality,  soil,  drainage — level  plain,  loam,  surface.  4. 
Water,  source,  supply,  quality,  effects— wells,  abundant,  good.  5.  Fuel, 
whence  obtained,    kind,    supply — wood,  abundant,  good.     6.  Local 
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causes  of  disease,  removal,  mitigation — noue.  7.  Camp,  bow  arranged, 
bow  long  occupied — parallelogram,  three  years.  8.  Camp,  previous 
use  of  ground — farm.  9.  Tents,  kind,  quality,  condition — good,  wall 
tents,  to  be  supplied  by  barracks.  10.  Tents,  warming,  ventilation, 
cbauge  of  position — used  only  in  summer.  11.  Tents,  sufliciency,  num- 
ber of  men  to  each — sufiicieut,  live  and  six.  12.  Barracks,  construc- 
tion, size,  number  of  men  to  each — wooden,  100  feet  by  20  feet  and  100 
feet  by  25  feet,  198  men  to  each.  13.  Barracks,  heating,  cleansing, 
ventilation — stoves,  good.  14.  Sinks  and  cesspools,  construction,  posi- 
tion, management — wood,  over  water  drain,  well  managed.  15.  Bations, 
quality,  quantity,  variety — good,  limited  variety.  *  *  *  17.  Vegeta 
bles  and  pickles,  kind,  amount,  l-.ow  obtained — none,  except  on  surgeon's 
certificate.  18.  Rations,  how  cooked,  how  inspected,  messing — stoves, 
by  ofiBcer  in  charge  of  prison,  no  mess-room.  19.  Clothing,  condition, 
deficiencies — (air  for  prisoners.  20.  Men,  morale,  sanitary  condition, 
personal  cleanliness — good  for  prisoners.  21.  Hospital,  topography  of 
locality,  soil,  drainage — same  as  prison.  22.  Hospital  buildings,  num- 
ber, kind,  capacitj- — two  wards  divided  by  partition,  seventy-eight  by 
twenty-two  feet,  wood,  thirty  beds  each.  »  *  *  24.  Wards,  warm- 
ing, ventilation,  lighting — stoves,  side,  partial  ridge  and  end,  coal  oil. 
25.  Ward  water  closets  and  sinks — two,  one  over  vault,  other  over 
water  drain,  good,  clean.  20.  Ward  discipline,  police — good.  27.  Water, 
source,  supply,  quality,  effects — wells,  abundant,  good.  28.  Fuel, 
whence  obtained,  kind,  supply — wood,  abundant,  good.  29.  Diet,  qual- 
ity, quantity,  and  variety — good.  30.  Diet,  how  cooked,  how  inspected, 
messing — sufficient.  31.  Medical  and  hospital  supplies,  quality,  con- 
dition, deficiencies — good.  32.  Instruments,  hospital,  personal,  condi 
tion,  deficiencies — sufficient.  33.  Commissary  stores,  medical  comforts, 
condition,  deficiencies — good.  34.  Hospital  records  and  accounts — prop- 
erly made  out  and  kept.  35.  Hospital  muster  and  pay  rolls— properly 
ma<le  out  and  kept.  36.  Reports  of  sick  and  wounded  and  of  opera- 
tions— properly  made  out  and  kept.  37.  Requisitions  and  returns— 
properly  made  out  and  kept.  38.  Morning  reports,  provision  returns- 
properly  made  out  and  kept.  39.  Hospital  fund,  how  expended, 
accounted  for,  condition— end  of  July  $422.28,  properly  expended.  40. 
Hospital  washing,  how  performed,  how  paid  for — by  prisoners  of  war. 
41.  Surgeons,  number  present  and  absent — 1.  42.  Assistant  sur- 
geons—1  acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army.  43.  Chaplains — none. 
44.  Hospital  stewards— soldier  detailed  from  regiment  acts.  45.  Cooks 
and  nurses— 3  cooks,  10  nurses.  46.  Sick,  ratio  of,  to  strength  of 
command— 105  treated  in  July  in  hospital;  number  of  prisoners,  3,166. 
47.  Sick,  condition,  cleanliness— good.  48.  Sick,  beds  for,  superficial 
area  and  air  space  per  bed— sufificieut.  *  *  *  51.  Medical  and 
surgical  treatment— fair.  52.  Surgical  operations,  how  performed— by 
surgeon  in  charge  and  assistant.  53.  Nursing,  how  performed— prison- 
ers. 54.  Diseases  prevalent— diarrhea,  dysentery,  fevers,  pneumonia. 
55.  Diseases  of  local  origin— some  of  diarrhea  and  dysentery.  56.  Dis- 
eases, prevention,  mitigation— more  vegetables.  57.  Recoveries  from 
diseases,  wounds,  rapid  or  tardy— tardy.  58.  Mortality  from  diseases, 
wounds,  per  cent.— eight  deaths  in  July.  59.  Vaccination— none  since 
1st  of  July.    60.  Interments,  how  conducted  and  recorded— properly. 

Special  reports  respecting  the  skill,  efficiency,  and  conduct  of  officers 
and  attendants  connected  with  the  medical  department:  S.  S.  Sciiultz, 
surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  capable,  but  not  attentive;  I.  M.  Abraham, 
acting  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  fair. 

^  C.  T.  ALEXANDER, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 
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WiLLiAMSTOWN,  MASS.,  August  11, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  Before  leaving  Charleston,  S.  C,  we  were  informed  that 
Capt.  W.  Kemp  Tabb,  C.  S.  Army,  had  been  captured  and  that  he  is 
now  a  prisoner  iu  our  hands,  supposed  to  have  been  taken  south  of 
Kichmoud,  Va.,  iu  a  train  of  cars,  perhaps  in  North  Carolina.  The 
prisoners  of  war  very  generally  desire  that  steps  be  taken  to  visit  upon 
Captain  Tabb  some  of  those  indignities  that  he  heaped  upon  them  while 
in  his  hands.  I  am  sure  that  a  captain  of  our  service  was  bucked  and 
gagged  by  his  order  and  iu  his  presence  at  Macou,  Ga.,  while  I  was 
confined  there.  If  I  can  ascertain  where  he  may  be  I  will  communi- 
cate with  the  commander  of  that  prison,  through  you,  more  fully. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  SEYMOUK, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 


New  York,  August  11, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 

Sir  :  The  subject-matter  of  this  letter  is  well  worthy  of  your  atten- 
tion, and  the  writer  therefore  respectfully  and  earnestly  requests  for  it 
a  calm  and  deliberate  perusal,  in  order  that  your  decision  upon  it  may 
be  made  with  due  consideration. 

There  are  now  prisoners.  Federal  and  Confederate,  to  the  number  of 
not  less  than  100,000  suffering  great  and  unnecessary  hardships  to  an 
extent  to  cause  great  sickness  and  mortality,  most  of  which  might  be 
averted  by  a  very  simple  process  or  arrangement,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  without,  I  hope,  justly  incurring  the  imputation  of  presumption, 
to  your  best  judgment  and  sense  of  humanity.  I  would  suggest  that 
the  Federal  Government  supply  all  the  Confederate  prisoners  with  all 
necessary  supplies  of  clothing,  &c.,  taking  from  each  prisoner  a  receipt 
for  whatever  supplies  may  thus  be  furnished,  on  which  receipt  his  name, 
regiment,  and  company  shall  be  stated ;  that  some  Confederate  ofiQcer 
shall  attend  to  the  delivery  and  receipting  and  certify  to  their  correct- 
ness ;  that  these  accounts  thus  made  out,  whenever  presented  to  the 
Confederate  Government,  shall  forthwith  be  paid  by  it  in  cotton  at  a 
specified  lirice — this  would  be  pay  equivalent  to  gold.  The  Federal 
Government  to  be  allowed  to  send  supplies  to  the  Federal  prisoners,  to 
be  distributed  by  a  Federal  officer,  who  can  take  receipts  from  the 
soldiers,  to  be  charged  against  their  pay. 

A  simi)le  arrangement  on  some  such  basis  would  do  so  much  to 
relieve  such  sad  distress  as  now  prevails  that  it  cannot  fail  to  receive 
favorable  attention  from  every  one  having  a  proper  heart  and  power  to 
act  thus,  unless  some  invincible  obstacle  unknown  to  the  writer  may 
exist  to  prevent  it.  Hoping  that  the  subject  may  at  least  receive 
your  attention,  and  that  you  will  look  upon  it  as  one  ot  the  modes 
by  which  a  gravitation  of  affinity  may  be  brought  about  and  as  emi- 
nently due  to  the  many  suffering  men  who  have  gone  into  battle  under 
your  banners,  I  venture  to  present  it. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  can  personally  aid  in  the  project,  but  if  you 
suppose  I  can  you  may  command  to  the  uttermost  my  services  toward 
its  consummation  without  fee  or  expectation  of  reward  on  my  part. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 
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[Indorsemeut,] 

Nothing  can  be  done  of  this  kind  without  the  consent  of  the  rebel 
authorities,  and  all  experience  shows  that  no  such  consent  can  be 
obtained.  Those  authorities  have  systematically  refused  to  relieve  or 
suffer  us  to  relieve  our  soldiers  held  as  prisoners  in  the  South.  There 
is  but  one  way  by  which  relief  can  reach  them,  and  that  is  through  the 
success  of  the  Federal  armies. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Richmond,  August  11, 1864. 
Hon.  JAJIBS  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  respectfully  ask  to  be  instructed  whether  the  provisions  of 
General  Orders,  No.  25,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  1863, 
apply  to  slaves  owned  by  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  or  owned 
by  citizens  of  Maryland  or  Delaware  and  enlisted  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  I  also  desire  to  be  instructed  whether  negroes,  slaves 
and  free,  who  are  captured  in  armis  and  who  claim  to  be  soldiers  in 
the  armies  of  the  United  States  are  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 
Shall  any  difference  be  made  between  them  and  white  prisoners,  and 
shall  they  be  separated  from  the  whites  in  prison  quarters  or  in  hospital  °>: 
I  have  now  confined  sixteen  negroes,  who  are  sent  as  U.  S.  soldiers, 
who  are  sick  or  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IS.  H.  CARlilNGTON, 

Major  and  Provost-Marshal. 

[IntlorsemeDt.] 

August  21,  1864. 
Secretary  of  War: 

The  order  referred  to  in  this  letter  applies  only  to  non-combatant 
slaves  who  may  be  captured.  It  directs  that  such  slaves  shall  be  sent 
to  the  camps  of  instruction  and  advertised,  so  that  the  masters  of  such 
slaves  may  secure  them.  After  these  orders  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  1st  of  May,  1863,  were  passed.  These  provide  for  the  case 
described  in  this  letter.  But  these  resolutions  have  never  been  exe- 
cuted. The  provost  marshal  has  a  number  of  wounded  negroes,  cap- 
tured at  Petersburg,  and  a  number  that  have  not  been  wounded,  and 
he  desires  information  as  to  the  treatment  they  are  to  receive. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Andbrsonville,  August  11, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

Two  days  of  tremendous  rain  has  damaged  the  stockade  so  much 
that  I  do  not  know  if  our  whole  force  can  save  it.  I  beg  you  to  send 
every  facility  to  the  new  stockade  near  Millen,  Ga.,  to  have  it  finished 
at  once.  We  are  entirely  full  here.  Can  accommodate  no  more  until  I 
can  increase  the  stockade,  and  at  present  all  our  force  must  endeavor  to 
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save  the  stockade.  One  hundred  and  three  died  yesterday.  The  rain 
has  rendered  things  desperate  here.  Send  me  some  company  ofQcers  to 
help  the  new  stockade. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Office  Oommissary-Gbneral  of  Prisoners, 

Wanhington,  J).  C,  August  12,  1804. 

Lieut.  Ool.  S.  Eastman, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Mmira,  N'.  Y. : 
Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  is  received.  On  the  9th 
instant  I  requested  the  Quartermaster-General  to  order  the  tents  esti- 
mated for  to  be  forwarded  without  delay.  It  is  not  expected  that  there 
will  be  mess-rooms  sufficient  for  all  the  prisoners  to  take  their  meals  at 
once,  and  unless  additional  [room]  is  absolutely  necessary  no  more  will 
be  erected.  Please  report  fully  on  this  subject.  The  old  citizen  clothing 
which  j'ou  mentioned  may  be  issued  to  prisoners  if  it  is  not  of  a  color 
to  disguise  them  as  Union  citizens.  Only  gray,  or  some  shade  of  gray 
mixed,  can  be  allowed.  A  prisoner  cannot  be  allowed  to  purchase  tools 
and  leather  for  repairing  shoes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Camp  Chase,  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  August  12, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City,  I).  C. : 
Colonel  :  Agreeably  to  your  instructions  in  your  letter  of  the  27th 
ultimo  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  gate  at  which  the  prisoners 
escaped  on  the  4th  of  July  last  is  the  large  gate  for  the  passage  of 
carts  and  wagons  when  necessary.  This  gate  when  not  opened  is  so 
secured  as  to  be  as  strong  as  any  other  part  of  the  prison,  and  no  guards 
are  permanently  posted  at  it.  My  instructions  to  the  provost  marshal 
have  always  been  to  see  that  this  gate  is  always  amply  guarded  when- 
ever necessary  to  use  it.  On  the  morning  in  question  it  seems  that 
only  two  guards  were  stationed  at  the  gate  when  the  cart  went  in.  No 
attempt  of  the  kind  having  ever  been  made,  they  were  supposed  to  be 
sufficient.  Tliey  were  armed  only  with  their  muskets.  No  order  is  on 
file  in  this  office  directing  guards  to  be  armed  with  revolvers.  When  I 
took  command  of  this  post  there  were  400  revolvers  turned  over  to  me, 
said  to  have  been  furnished  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners 
for  the  purpose  of  arming  escorts  of  prisoners  transferred  from  this 
post  to  other  points.  There  were  with  them  no  holsters.  Since  the 
reception  of  your  letter  I  have  procured  holsters  and  armed  the  whole 
guard  with  them.  More  of  the  prisoners  would  have  been  hurt  if  they 
had  not  been  surrounded  and  recaptured  so  soon  as  to  prevent  the 
necessity  of  firing  fuither  upon  them.  There  are  78  guards  on  rebel 
prisons,  26  on  each  relief,  24  on  parapet,  and  1  at  ea(!h  gate  (that  is,  at 
the  small  gate),  1  offi(!er  of  the  guard,  2  sergeants,  and  3  corporals.  In 
addition  to  these,  ground  guards  are  placed  on  at  nightfall  and  taken 
off  in  the  morning,  whenever  the  darkness  of  the  night  or  any  other 
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reason  makes  them  necessary.    I  inclose  a  copy  of  general  instructions 
to  the  prison  guards.*    There  are  besides  the  special  instructions  each 
day  varied  according  to  circumstances. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  RICHARDSON, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding . 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  IS,  1864. 
Col.  A.  A.  Stevens, 

Commanding  Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind. : 
Colonel:  The  Surgeon-General  has  referred  to  this  office  a  report 
from  Surg.  C.  J.  Kipp,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  m  charge  of  the  hospital  at 
Camp  Morton,  from  which  it  appears  that  a  variety  of  diseases  are 
prevailing  there  of  a  more  or  less  malignant  character,  owing  to  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  camp,  which  caused  an  unusually  large  fatal- 
ity during  the  week  ending  July  24.  Much  of  this  is  attributed  to  the 
want  of  antiscorbutics,  none  of  which  have  been  issued  since  last  fall. 
As  the  regulations  provide  for  obtaining  these  articles  by  i)urc,hase 
with  the  hospital  and  prison  fnnd,  there  seems  to  be  no  sufficient 
reason  why  a  supply  has  not  been  ])rocured  to  prevent  diseases  which 
are  induced  by  their  absence.  All  proper  means  should  be  used  to 
guard  against  unusual  sickness  by  attention  to  diet  or  good  state  of 
police,  and  by  not  overcrowding  the  camp.  If  there  is  unoccupied 
ground  in  the  camp,  pitch  additional  tents  to  relieve  the  barracks  and 
tents  now  occupied.  Js  it  possible  to  enlarge  the  camp  by  removing 
the  fence  on  either  side;  and  what  would  it  cost,  including  rent  of 
ground?  Call  on  the  surgeon  for  a  report  as  to  the  most  practicable 
mode  of  remedying  the  evils  which  he  reports,  and  forward  it  to  this 
office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Georgia  Reserves, 

Maeon,  Ga.,  August  IS,  1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  Allow  me  to  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  preventing 
any  more  prison  camps  being  established  at  this  i)oint.  I  need  hardly 
call  your  attention  to  the  various  and  important  public  interests  at  this 
place  already  too  much  exposed  to  raiding  parties  of  the  enemy.  Tlie 
force  here  is  small  and  scarcely  able  to  protect  the  place,  and  will 
become  wholly  so  if  any  considerable  portion  has  to  be  reserved,  as 
heretofore,  to  guard  prisoners.  In  the  establishment  of  new  prisons  I 
beg  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  locating  tliem  in  dilierent  States.  One 
reason  alone  is  sufficient  to  decide  the  matter,  and  that  is  that  you  are 
thus  enabled  to  use  the  reserve  force  for  a  guard ;  but  as  this  force  can 
only  be  employed  in  the  State  in  which  it  is  raised,  if  you  multii)ly  the 
pi'isons  in  one  State  you  lose  the  use  of  the  reserves  of  other  States, 
and  will  be  compelled  to  obtain  from  the  army  in  the  field  a  prison 

*See  April  1,  p.  1. 
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guard.  This  consideration,  in  connection  with  security  of  the  prison 
and  the  obtaining  of  supplies,  should  control  the  question  of  location. 
I  write  these  suggestions  because  I  understand  that  General  Winder 
proposes  to  send  a  portion  of  the  prisoners  from  Andersonville  to  this 
place,  and  also  proposes  to  put  up  another  large  prison  at  Millen,  in 
this  State. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  sincere  regard,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major  Oeneral. 


Andersonville,  Ga.,  August  12, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral: 

After  three  days  and  nights  of  constant  labor  of  the  whole  command 
we  have  things  in  comparative  safety.  By  the  first  of  the  week  we 
shall,  I  think,  have  everything  secure.  All  the  troops  have  been  under 
arms  for  three  days  and  nights.  Shall  make  full  report  by  mail. 
Please  send  authority  to  the  officer  at  Millen  to  impress  all  that  he 
wants.    We  are  overcrowded  and  daily  receiving  more. 

JNO.  B.  WmDEE, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Post,  Richmond,  August  12, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  M.  Gardner,  Commanding  Military  Prisons: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an 
inspection  of  the  military  prison  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  completed  on  the 
10th  instant: 

The  buildings  are  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  excellently  located, 
and  surrounded  by  a  double  line  of  high  palisades.  Capacity  of  the 
establishment,  2,500  prisoners;  number  of  inmates  (prisoners)  on  the 
10th  instant,  777.  They  appeared  to  be  well  treated  and  were  supplied 
with  the  usual  army  rations  of  good  (juality. 

The  policing  of  the  prison  buildings  and  grounds  and  the  quarters  of 
the  troops  doing  guard  duty  was  bad. 

The  medical  department. and  hospital  seemed  to  be  tolerably  well 
managed  under  the  direction  of  Surg.  K.  O.  Currey. 

Both  tbe  post  commissary,  Maj.  A.  Myers,  and  Capt.  J.  M.  Good- 
man, assistant  quartermaster,  post  quartermaster,  and  acting  ibr  the 
prison  in  their  respective  capacities,  were  absent,  and  I  could  not  make 
a  satisfactory  inspection  of  their  departments.  So  far  as  I  could  learn 
their  duties  are  properly  performed,  except  that  the  commandant  com- 
plained of  a  want  of  co-operation  ou  the  part  of  the  latter  and  an 
unwillingness  to  supply  or  attempt  to  procure  such  tools  and  materials 
for  the  workshops  as  would  make  tliem  valuable  to  the  Government. 

Among  the  Yankee  deserters  (who  work  cheerfully)  and  the  convicts 
are  a  laige  number  of  skillful  mechanics,  blacksmiths,  gunsmiths,  car- 
penters, shoemakers,  joiners,  harness  makers,  and  tailors.  Under  a 
good  system,  with  a  supply  of  tools  and  materials  (which  are  wanting), 
the  establishment  could  be  made  not  only  self-sustaining,  but  of  con- 
siderable value  to  the  Government.  I  recommend  that  a  quartermaster 
be  assigned  to  the  prison  and  charged  with  the  procurement  of  these 
things.    At  present  the  workshops  are  of  little  use. 

Col.  John  A.  Gilmer,  Twenty  seventh  North  Carolina  Troops  (Invalids 
Corps),  commandant  of  the  post,  is  also  prison  commandant,  and  has 
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the  following  staff:  Capt.  John  A.  Fuqua,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina 
Troops,  a,8si8tant  commander ;  Lieut.  F.  D.  Stockton,  Provisional  Army, 
0.  S.,  adjutant;  Maj.  A. Myers,  commissary;  Captain  Goodman,  assist- 
ant quartermaster;  Dr.  E.  O.  Currey,  Provisional  Army,  0.  S.,  surgeon. 

Colonel  Gilmer,  I  learn,  stays  very  little  at  the  post,  takes  leave  of 
absence  at  leisure,  and  was  absent  sick  at  the  time  of  my  inspection. 

Captain  Fuqua  is  usually  in  command,  a  gentleman  and  gallant  sol- 
dier, but  seems  to  be  wanting  in  will,  energy,  and  experience,  and  was 
not  sufiQciently  familiar  with  the  domestic  and  military  service  of  the 
prison.  The  guard  duty  especially  was  very  badly  performed,  the 
sentinels  reading  and  lounging  on  post.  I  inspected  the  guard,  and  to 
my  great  surprise  found  only  eight  (I  think)  out  of  sixty-odd  supplied 
with  ammunition  and  some  of  them  with  unloaded  guns.  The  garrison 
is  composed  of  three  companies  of  troops,  one  from  Alabama,  unat- 
tached to  any  regiment,  and  two  raised  in  the  vicinity  for  special 
service  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  21, 1862, 

The  discipline  and  instruction  of  all  these  troops  is  extremely  bad, 
and  their  depredations  upon  the  citizens  cause  much  complaint.  These 
companies  have  heretofore  had  no  battalion  organization,  but  each  was 
under  the  independent  command  of  its  captain.  I  directed  Captain 
Fuqua  to  battalionize  them  at  once  and  place  the  senior  ofBcer  in 
command. 

The  local  companies  are  composed  of  active  and  able-bodied  men,  fit 
for  field  sei-vice,  but  who  joined  these  organizations  to  avoid  it.  Cap- 
tain Allen,  con^anding  one  of  them,  has,  since  his  connection  with  the 
garrison  comn^ced,  set  up  a  barroom  in  the  town.  I  suggest  that  it 
would  be  eminently  beneficial  to  send  all  of  these  companies  to  the 
field  and  replace  them  with  other  troops.  If  any  legal  point  is  raised 
about  sending  the  local  companies  into  active  service  they  can  be  dis- 
banded and  conscribed,  most,  if  not  all  of  them,  being  young  men  and 
in  no  way  exempt.  The  officers  generally  are  not  sufficiently  attentive 
to  their  duties  and  stay  too  much  out  of  garrison.  I  went  to  guard 
mounting  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  found  the  adjutant  away 
and  the  sergeant-major  doing  his  duty.  I  learn  that  this  is  not  unusual. 
I  found  a  want  of  system  and  neatness  in  the  keeping  of  the  prison 
records,  but  gave  the  necessary  instructions  to  correct  the  evil. 
Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

GAENETT  ANDEEWS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  AugvM  13, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G.: 
Colonel  :  Mr.  Ould  has  informed  me  of  his  acceptance  of  the  propo- 
sition to  exchange  rolls  of  all  officers  now  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  and 
that  they  have  them  now  in  preparation.    Please  have  ours  made  out 
and  forward  them  to  me. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO,  E.  MULFOED, 
Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Excliange. 
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Office  Agent  of  Exchange, 
Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  August  13,  1864. 

Maj.  IG.  SZYMANSKI, 

Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange,  Trans-Mississippi  Department  : 
Major  :  Having  obtained  the  asseut  of  Admiral  Farragut,  I  have 
the  honor  to  propose  to  exchange  for  the  officers  and  men  of  the  U.  S. 
;N^avy  now  held  as  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
G.  S.  Army,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  0.  S.  Navy  and  Marine  Corps 
lately  captured  in  Mobile  Bay  by  the  combined  forces  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States.  The  prisoners  so  captured  are  enumerated 
as  follows : 

Navy : 

Officers 19 

\V arrant  officers 4 

Petty  officers 40 

Seamen 138 

Marine  Corps : 

Officers 4 

Kon-  commissioned  officers 4 

Privates 52 

SUMMARY. 

Officers 23 

Warrant  officers 4 

Pt-tty  and  non-commissioned  officers 44 

Seamen  and  privates 190 

T  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  DWIGHT, 
CoL  and  Agt.  of  Exchange,  Military  Division  of  Y^est  Mississippi. 


Office  Commissioner  of  Exchange, 
Hdqrr.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  August  13,  1864. 
Colonel  Watts, 

G.  8.  Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Mobile,  Ala. : 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  Mili- 
tary Division  of  West  Mississippi  to  inform  you  that  your  propo- 
sition looking  to  an  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  between  this  military 
division  and  the  department  to  which  you  belong  has  been  communi- 
cated to  him  by  Admiral  Farragut.  He  directs  me  to  say  that  upon 
receiving  evidence  that  such  a  proposition  is  authorized  by  your  Gov- 
ernment at  Richmond,  or  your  department  commander,  it  will  be  enter- 
tained by  him,  and  that  he  will  send  a  commissioner  to  confer  with  you 
on  the  subject  at  East  Pascagoula  at  such  time  as  you  may  appoint. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  C.  DWIGHT, 
Col.  and  Comr.  of  Exchange,  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


Camp  Sumter,  Andersonmlle,  Oa.,  August  13, 1864. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Sir:  I  sent  you  two  telegrams  concerning  the  damage  done  to  the 
prison  at  this  post.    1  now  have  the  honor  to  report  more  in  detail.    On 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.        589 

tlie  morniug  of  Tuesday,  the  9th,  we  had  a  shower  of  rain,  which  did 
no  material  damage,  but  about  3  o'clock  it  commenced  to  rain,  and  I 
have  not  seen  such  a  rain  iu  many  years.  In  less  than  an  hour  the 
stream  running  through  the  prison  rose  between  four  and  Ave  feet  and 
carried  away  about  100  feet  of  the  stockade,  and  the  rain  washed  ditches 
inside  and  out,  parallel  to  the  stockade,  from  three  to  eight  feet  deep, 
and  broke  through  and  carried  away  about  thirty  feet  of  the  stockade 
ill  another  quarter.  The  alarm  guns  were  fired  and  the  troops  were  on 
the  ground  promptly,  the  militia  first.  There  was  no  escape,  nor  was 
there  any  attempt  to  escape  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners;  their  own  self- 
constituted  police  kept  order  within  the  stockade.  No  doubt  sixteen 
guns  bearing  on  them  had  a  wholesome  influence.  Night  found  us  iu 
this  situation,  all  the  available  force  at  work  and  continued  at  work 
during  the  night,  the  troops  remaining  on  the  ground  and  under  arms. 
The  next  day  before  we  had  finished  repairs  it  commenced  to  rain  again 
with  almost  as  much  violence  as  the  day  before,  but  did  not  continue 
quite  as  long  and  the  injury  was  not  so  great. 

Yesterday  evening  we  got  everything  so  far  repaired  as  to  place  us  in 
comparative  safety.  The  troops  were  on  the  ground  and  under  arms 
three  days  and  two  nights,  and  the  working  hands  at  work  same  time. 
Never  in  my  life  have  I  spent  so  anxious  a  time.  If  we  had  not  had  a 
large  negro  force  working  on  the  defenses  I  think  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  saved  the  place.  I  inclose  a  sketch  of  tlie  damage 
done. 

We  have  now  here  33,000  prisoners  of  war,  and  more  arriving  almost 
daily.  We  are  crowded  to  excess,  and  the  mortality  is  very  great, 
amounting  to  633  in  .seven  days.  1  shall,  I  think,  be  able  to  afford  a 
little  more  room  next  week,  which  will  relieve  us  somewhat,  but  very 
little,  and  General  Cobb  urges  for  many  reasons  that  no  more  be  sent  to 
Macon,  and  I  think  none  should  be  sent  there  if  it  can  be  avoided.  I 
do  beg  that  you  will  give  the  officer  at  Millen  full  authority  to  press 
everything,  including  land,  houses,  negroes,  teams,  wagons,  saw-mills, 
&c.,  to  enable  him  to  press  the  work  forward,  so  that  we  may  relieve 
this  prison. 

Under  instructions  from  General  Bragg  I  shall  send  an  officer  (Major 
Griswold)  to  Alabama  to  locate  a  j>risoii  in  that  State.  I  am  very  much 
in  want  of  officers.  Colonel  Foriio  is  quite  sick  and  has  been  for  some 
time.  Captain  Wirz  is  very  sick,  produced  entirely  by  overwork  for 
want  of  assistance.  He  ought  to  have  gone  to  bed  two  weeks  ago,  but 
kept  up  because  he  had  none  to  whom  the  command  could  be  turned 
over.  Lieutenant  Brown,  my  aide  de  camp,  is  partially  paralyzed,  and 
I  fear  it  will  be  long  before  he  will  be  able  to  do  anything.  The  urgent 
necessity  to  relieve  this  prison  compels  me  to  send  Captains  Vowles 
and  Winder  to  start  the  new  prison,  though  I  can  very  illy  spare 
their  services.  The  police  duty  here  is  very  heavy,  and  I  want,  if  I 
can  get  it,  some  more  assistance  in  that  department.  What  with  the 
sick  and  necessarily  absent,  I  have  uobody  in  my  office  but  Mr.  Levis, 
a  detailed  conscript,  which  greatly  increases  my  labors.  I  am,  during 
Colonel  Forno's  illness,  obliged  to  be  the  immediate  commander  of  the 
troops.  I  hope  a  quartermaster  may  be  sent  to  the  new  prison  at 
once.  Capt.  E.  B.  Winder,  the  quartermaster  here,  cannot  leave,  as 
he  has  no  assistance  and  his  whole  time  is  occupied  at  this  post.  I 
would  beg  leave  to  remark  that  disabled  officers,  if  much  disabled, 
cannot  stand  the  labors  at  this  post. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDBK, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 
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l?-gun  baitery  commands 
entire  portion  of  stoeHade 
niarKed  A.  3-gun  battery, 
commands  portion  marled  B. 


12-gun  Battery. 


T/ie  inferior  rectangle  represents 
present  stocKade .  Exterior  lines  with 
Lunettes  represent  two  ot/ier  lines  of 
itocKade  and  tarthmarks  noiv  under 
construction. 


Stars  on  stocKade  line 
shot*  irfiere  stocKade 
gaife  may  during  late 
rains. 
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Office  Commissaey-Genbral  of  Prisoners, 
„      _  Washington,  D.  C,  August  14, 1864. 

Ool.  William  P.  Richardson, 

Commanding  Gamp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  By- direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  inclose 
Camp  Chase  with  a  substantial  fence,  as  recommended  by  General 
Cowen  in  his  recent  inspection.  As  far  as  practicable  the  labor  will 
be  performed  by  the  prisoners  of  war,  taking,  in  preference,  those  who 
have  applied  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  In  any  case  they  must  be 
well  guarded  while  so  employed.  They  will  be  allowed  the  compensa- 
tion provided  for  in  Circular,  No.  3  from  this  office.  The  expense  of 
erecting  the  fence  will  be  defrayed  out  of  the  prison  fund;  but  I  under- 
stand that  the  quartermaster  has  lumber  on  hand  which  can  be  made 
available  for  this  purpose,  and  I  have  requested  General  Heintzelman 
to  order  it  so  disposed  of.  Report  immediately  your  action  in  this 
matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Weekly  report  of  the  condition  of  the  military  prisons  of  Saint  Louis. 

Saint  Louis,  August  14, 1864. 

Condition  of  Gratiot  Street  Prison. — Buildings,  in  very  good  order  as 
far  as  cleanliness  is  concerned;  sinks  and  yards,  very  satisfactory; 
kitchens  and  mess-rooms,  very  clean;  cleanliness  of  prisoners,  very 
satisfactory;  quarters  and  bedding,  clean;  hospital,  judging  from  the 
cleanliness  of  the  rooms,  the  bedding,  and  prisoners,  it  is  a  first-rate 
kept  hospital. 

Condition  of  Myrtle  Street  Prison. — Buildings,  in  good  order,  consid- 
ering the  inadequacy  of  the  building;  sinks  and  yards,  could  be  better; 
kitchens  and  mess-rooms,  clean;  cleanliness  of  prisoners,  satisfactory; 
quarters  and  bedding,  clean. 

Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  Provost- Marshal  General: 

Sir  :  The  above  is  the  result  of  a  thorough  inspection  of  to-day,  and 
I  find  that  the  prisoners  are  still  kept  as  well  as  circumstances  do 
permit.  Captain  Harvey,  commandant  of  Gratiot  Street  Prison,  hav- 
ing been  relieved  by  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  I  have  given  all 
necessary  instructions  to  his  successor,  Capt.  G.  W.  McClure,  and  I  do 
hope  he  will  make  as  reliable  and  good  a  commandant  as  Captain 
Harvey  was.  Since  I  have  been  ordered  by  the  general  commanding 
the  department  to  report  to  the  adjutant  of  the  State,  and  assist  him 
in  raising  and  organizing  the  new  regiments  called  for  by  the  depart- 
ment commander,  I  have  not  had  time  to  inspect  the  prisoners  daily, 
but  the  commandants  of  these  institutions  are  so  well  instructed  that 
I  really  believe  that  a  daily  inspection  is  not  necessary. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUST.  HEINRICHS, 

Major  and  Inspector. 
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Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 
Office  Superintendent  of  Prison, 

Near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  August  14,  1864. 
Capt.  J.  E.  Sanford,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  military  prison  and  prisoners  at  this  depot  for  the 
week  ending  August  13, 18C4:  The  kitchens  are  well  cleaned  and  in 
good  condition.  The  dining  halls  and  sleeping  apartments  are  all  well 
policed,  having  been  thoroughly  scrubbed  twice  during  the  week, 
besides  being  well  cared  for  otherwise.  The  grounds  around  barracks 
and  through  the  yard  generally  have  been  well  policed  during  the 
week  and  present  a  very  good  appearance,  although  the  ditches  and 
drains  are  not  in  as  good  condition  as  I  would  wish,  owing  to  the  want 
of  sufficient  quantities  of  lime  to  cleanse  them.  Sinks  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  work  of  erecting  the  new  buildings  for  general  dining  halls 
and  kitchens  is  progressing  with  all  possible  dispatch,  one  of  them 
being  nearly  finished  and  the  other  well  on  the  way.  The  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  prison  continues  very  satisfactory,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following :  Whole  number  of  prisoners  present,  2,519 ;  whole  number  of 
prisoners  last  report,  2,510 ;  whole  number  joined  since  last  report,  6; 
su})posed  to  have  escaped,  particulars  unknown,  3;  actual  gain  since 
last  report,  3;  number  of  prisoners  in  hospital  to-day,  52;  number  of 
prisoners  in  hospital  last  report,  52. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  A.  FOWLEK, 
Major  171st  Regt.  Ohio  National  Guard,  ISupt.  of  Prison. 

[Indoreement.J 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Johnson'' s  Island,  Ohio,  August  14,  1864. 
Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded  to  Colonel  Hoflfman,  Commis- 
sary-denei  al  of  Prisoners.  There  has  been  some  delay  by  dealers  in 
Sandusky  not  having  on  hand  lumber  as  they  represented  to  the 
quartermaster,  otherwise  the  second  mess-room  might  have  been  half 
done  to-day.  The  gravel  floor  for  the  wash-house,  as  well  as  for  kitchen 
and  mess-rooms,  is  completed.  I  doubtif  these  floors  will  pack  without 
mixing  in  lime  or  possibly  clay. 

CHAS.  W.  HILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  August  14,  1864. 
Copy  of  indorsement  on  roll  of  prisoners  forwarded  to  Maj.  Gen.  B. 
A.  Hitchcock,  commissioner  for  exchange : 

Headquakters  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi 

Neto  Orleans,  La.,  August  4,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  comiuissioiier  for  exchange  of 
prisoners. 

Jf  these  prisoners  were  held  for  ten  days  and  were  delivered  at  onr  linos  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  under  the  terms  of  the  cartel  the  rebel  authorities  are  entitled  to 
credit  for  their  delivery. 

E.  R:  S.  OANBY, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  14, 1864. 
Commandant  of  Post,  Macon,  Oa.  : 

Col.  Samuel  J.  Crooks,  New  York  cavalry,  a  Federal  prisoner  under 
your  charge,  must  reluctantly  be  placed  in  irons  and  held  in  close  con- 
finement in  retaliation  for  similar  treatment  for  some  time  practiced  on 
Col.  Angus  McDonald,  captured  by  his  command.  Inform  him  of  the 
cause. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Camp  Sumter,  Anderson,  Oa.,  August  li,  1864. 
liieut.  R.  S.  Hopkins,  Ga^np  Sumter : 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once  to  Milieu,  Ga.,  the  site  of  the  new 
prison  about  to  be  erected.  Yon  will  deliver  to  the  officer  in  charge  the 
letter  of  instructions  and  the  copy  of  a  telegram  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment giving  him  certain  authority  to  proceed  at  once  and  procure  the 
labor,  &c.  You  will  advise  with  him,  especially  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
curement of  labor.  Act  under  his  instructions  and  the  orders  you  have 
from  these  headquarters.  You  will  visit  such  counties  as  have  become 
the  homes  of  planters  from  Florida  and  Georgia,  with  their  slaves,  and 
in  which  you  have  reason  to  believe  you  can  hire  negroes.  I  desire  to 
avoid  impressment,  but  the  work  must  be  hurried  to  completion. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Consolidated  return  for  C.  S.  militarji  prison,  Camp  Sumter,  Anderaonville,  Ga,,  for  the 
week  ending  August  14,  1864. 


Date. 


Aug.  8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
Vi 
14 


^ 

P5  ■ 

59 

- 

329 

3 

169 

123 

1 

c4 

55 

n59 

a  329 

n3 

a  169 

4 

ff  35 


\'A  I  fi 


29, 994 

2,719 

29,958 

2,719 

30, 230 

2,656 

29,  984 

2,613 

30,  359 

2,  .510 

30,  .390 

2,  ;,2\ 

30,  305 

2,499 

32,  772 
33, OOG 
32,  889 
32,  766 
32,  91)3 
32.  915 


r 


95 

I  95  ! 

85  ; 

!io;i ! 

I  81 
109  1 


32,859  i...!ll4 


«  o  <u 

«      S  a 
o  a  b.  u 


I 


05 
120 

86 
103 

82 
111 
114 


30,  053 
30,  282 
30,232 
30,  369 
30,  439 
30. 390 
30;360 


2,624 
2,  624 
2,571 
2,510 
2,472 
2,412 
2,385 


32, 677 
82,886 
32,  803 
32,  869 
32,  911 
32,  804 
32, 745 


a  From  Macon. 

b  119  from  Macon ;  4  from  Sav.innali. 

c  1  Irom  La  Grange;  3  from  Macon. 

d  2  aupposed  officers  returned;  51  from  An;pi8ta;  2  from  Atlanta. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  my  prison  journal. 

S.  BOYER  DAVIS, 
TAeutenant,  Commanding  Prison. 
Capt.  W.  S.  Winder, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Richmond,  Va. 


Api)roved : 
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JNO,  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


594  prisoners  of  war  i\nd  state,  etc. 

Hdqbs.  District  of  Southwest  Miss,  and  East  La., 

Gamp  Folic,  August  14, 1864, 
Major-General  Herron, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Forces,  Baton  Rouge,  La, : 
General  :  In  answer  to  your  communication,  through  Mr.  Paige,  I 
would  state  that  having  been  authorized  by  the  department  commander 
to  exchange  a  number  of  Federal  prisoners  now  in  my  hands  for  an 
equal  number  of  (Joufederate  i^risoners  belonging  to  different  com- 
mands of  this  district,  now  in  your  possession,  1  send,  under  flag  of 
truce.  Colonel  Wingfield,  G.  S.  Army,  who  is  authorized  to  arrange  the 
terms,  time,  and  place  of  said  exchange. 

In  the  event  of  your  not  having  an  equal  number  of  prisoners  from 
this  district  any  other  Confederate  soldiers  will,  of  course,  be  received. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  8GOTT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Special  Orders,  /  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

No.  97.  (  New  Orleans,  August  14, 1864. 

******* 

4.  Col.  O.  W.  Killborn,  commissary  of  prisoners  of  the  Department 
of  the  Gulf,  is  hereby  relieved  of  all  charge  of  prisoners  of  war  and 
will  turn  over  the  prisoners  now  in  his  custody,  and  all  records  con- 
nected with  them,  to  the  provost-marshal-general  of  the  Military  Divis- 
ion of  "West  Mississippi. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  B.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHRIST  BNSEN, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  August  14, 1864.    (Eeceived  15th.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commander-in-Chief  if.  8,  Army,  City  Foint: 

Deducting  from  the  prisoners  of  war  now  at  Point  Lookout  those 
ordered  to  Elmira  there  will  remain,  iucluding  the  sick,  about  6,000, 
well  guarded  by  infantry,  artillery  with  field-works,  and  four  gun-boats, 
and  are  believed  to  be  safe;  but  if  you  deem  it  advisable  they  will  be 


removed  to  New  York. 


W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Frisoners. 


City  Point,  August  15, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Frisoners: 

Ton  need  not  move  any  more  prisoners  from  Point  Lookout  so  long 
as  you  deem  them  safe  there. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Office  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  Z>.  C,  August  15, 1864. 
Surg.  C.  T.  Alexander, 

Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisons,  Washington,  J),  G, : 
Sir:  Having  been  ordered  to  report  for  purveying  duty  to  the  com- 
manding general  Department  of  the  Missouri,  by  Special  Orders,  No. 
254,  July  30, 1864,  from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  you  are  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  at  this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  15, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  the  military 
prisons  in  the  East  have  now  nearly  as  many  prisoners  in  them  as  they 
can  accommodate,  except  at  Poiot  Lookout,  which  can  receive  from 
8,000  to  10,000  more;  but  as  its  position  is  very  accessible  from  the 
enemy's  lines  there  may  be  times  when  it  would  be  hazardous  to  hold 
80  large  a  number  of  prisoners  at  that  point,  and  I  would  therefore 
respectfully  suggest  that  arrangements  be  made  for  a  camp  of  sufficient 
extent  to  receive  10,000  prisoners  on  Hart's  Island,  Long  Island  Sound, 
where  there  is  now  a  draft  rendezvous.  It  is  not  believed  that  the  two 
camps  will  interfere  with  each  other,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a 
commander  and  independent  guard  for  the  prison  camp.  For  the 
present  I  would  recommend  that  an  inclosure  containing  twelve  to 
fifteen  acres  and  only  such  buildings  for  hospitals,  mess-rooms,  and 
kitchens  as  may  be  indispensably  necessary  be  constructed,  the  guard 
and  prisoners  to  be  placed  in  old  tents  until  it  becomes  absolutely 
necessary  to  put  them  in  quarters,  when  sheds  may  be  erected  by  the 
labor  of  the  prisoners.  At  best  the  work  must  be  expensive,  but 
cheaper  than  furnishing  tents. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Indorsement.] 

Attgttst  24,  1864. 
Approved : 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Post,  Chicago,  August  15, 1864. 

Col.  WILLLAM  HOFFMAJSf, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,!).  C: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  report  of  commis- 
sion appointed  to  investigate  the  shooting  of  Harvey  Heisinger,  Com 
pany  E,  Second  Kentucky,  and  John  D.  Murtaugh,  Missouri  battery, 
prisoners  of  war  at  this  camp,  while  attempting  to  escape  on  the  10th 
of  August,  1864.     These   men    were  both  wounded,  probably  not 
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fatally.  Daring  last  week  six  prisoners  from  the  working  party  in  the 
garrison  square  attempted  to  escape.  Three  were  shot,  1  killed,  2 
caught,  and  1  escaped.  The  name  of  the  escaped  prisoner  will  appear 
on  the  monthly  report  if  he  should  not  be  caught.  I  presume  he  is  yet 
in  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  SWEET, 

Colonel  Eighth  Regiment.   Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Gomdg.  Post. 

I  liHlorRemont.l 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  J).  C,  August  20,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  sentinels  performed  their  duty  only,  and  the  orders  under  which 
they  acted  are  approved. 

W.  HOFFMAISl, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[  Inclosure.  j 

Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  III.,  August  13,  1864. 
Report  of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  convened  at  Camp  Douglas, 
III.,  by  virtue  of  the  following  order : 

Special  Orders,  \  Post  of  Chicago,  III, 

No.  307.  )  Augiist  11,  1SG4. 

J.  »  *  #  *  *  * 

II.  The  cnnimissary  of  prisoners  at  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  having  reported  to  these 
headquarters  that  on  August  10,  18fi4,  Harvey  Heisinger,  Company  E,  Second  Ken- 
tucky Cavalry,  and  John  D.  Murtaugli,  Missouri  battery,  prisoners  of  war  under  his 
charge,  were,  while  attempting  to  make  their  escape  from  Camp  Douglas,  shot  by 
Privates  Francis  McKay  and  William  Ludlam,  of  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Regiment 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  sentinels  on  posts  7  and  8,  a  board  of  investigation  will 
convene  at  Camp  Douglas  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry  into  tlie  circumstances  of  the 
above-named  cases. 

Detail  for  the  Board:  Maj.  L.  C.  Skinner,  Eighth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps;  Maj.  J.  E.  Cornelius,  Fifteenth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps;  Lieut. 
E.  L.  Deane,  Eighth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps.  The  Board  will  proceed  upon 
its  duties  without  delay.  Carefully  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case; 
makeup  its  report  in  proper  form  anil  submit  the  same,  together  with  the  opinion 
of  the  board  in  writing,  in  regard  to  the  whole  matter  to  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Benj.  J.  Sweet,  colonel  Eighth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  C'oi-ps, 
commanding  post: 

.1.  M.  BARR, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Board  met  in  pursuance  to  the  foregoin;-  order.  Present,  all  the 
members  of  the  Board,  who  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  witnesses 
and  obtained  the  following  evidence: 

Private  William  Ludlam,  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Regiment  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows: 

I  was  sentinel  on  post  No.  8,  garrison  square,  on  the  10th  day  of  August  1864. 
Saw  a  prisoner  crawling  on  his  hands  and  knees  outside  of  the  fence  and  under  the 
pariipet  on  which  I  was  stationed.  Did  not  halt  him,  but  fired  and  hit  him.  I  have 
been  instructed  while  on  guard  to  shoot  any  prisoner  who  attempted  to  escape. 

Private  Francis  McKay,  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Regiment  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows: 

I  was  on  guard  on  the  10th  day  of  August,  1864,  on  i)08t  No.  7,  gai-rison  square. 
Heard  a  shot,  ran  up  my  beat  and  saw  three  prisoners  rnuniug.  Was  ordered  ti 
shoot  by  the  corporal  of  the  guard.  Fired  and  hit  one.  lie  was  across  the  road. 
Saw  a  citizen  catch  one  and  oue  was  caught  by  our  own  men.  Have  ahvays  been 
instrncted  to  fire  on  any  prisoner  who  attempted  to  escape. 
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Gapt.  Samuel  0.  Gold,  Company  0,  Fifteenth  Eegiment  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : 

Was  officer  of  the  clay  on  the  10th  day  of  August,  1864.  Some  prisoners  escaped. 
Two  of  them  were  shot  by  the  guanl  on  posts  Nos.  7  and  8.  Have  always  instructed 
the  guard  to  lire  on  prisoners  who  attempted  to  escape. 

Capt.  Wells  Sponable,  Fifteenth  Eegiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : 

I  am  inspector  of  prisoners  of  war  at  this  camp  and  have  immediate  charge  of 
them.  I  always  instruct  them  as  soon  as  they  arrive  in  camp  that  they  will  be  shot 
if  they  attempt  to  escape.  They  all  fully  uuderstaud  this  order,  being  notified  of  it 
verbally  and  in  writing. 

The  Board,  after  due  deliberation  of  the  facts  of  the  case  as  set  forth 
by  the  foregoing  testimony,  do  give  the  following  as  their  opinion : 

First.  That  it  appears  that  the  prisoners  were  fully  aware  of  the 
danger  incurred  in  their  rash  attempt  and  that  there  was  no  other  way 
of  preventing  their  escape  but  by  firing  on  them,  and  it  therefore 
appears  that  the  said  shooting  was  necessary  and  justifiable. 

Second.  That  Privates  William  Ludlaui  and  Francis  McKay,  of  Com- 
pany B,  Fifteenth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  .sentinels  on  posts 
Nos.  7  and  8,  are  entitled  to  credit  for  their  prompt  and  efficient  action. 
The  Board  having  transacted  the  business  for  which  they  were  con- 
vened, adjourned  slue  die. 

L.  C.  SKINNER, 
Major  Eighth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
J,  E.  CORNELIUS, 
Major  Fifteenth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 
EDWARD  L.  DEANE, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Eighth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 


Office  Pbovost-Marshal-Genbral  of  East  Tenn., 

Enoxville,  Tenn.,  August  15, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces,  West  Virginia,  &o. : 
Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  7th  instant  per  "flag 
of  truce,"  in  which  you  state  yon  are  authorized  to  negotiate  for  the 
release  of  all  non-combatants,"  or  citizen  prisoners  of  East  Tennessee 
who  are  held  by  either  the  United  States  or  your  authorities,  and  ask 
that  commissioners  be  appointed  to  meet  those  of  the  Confederate 
authorities  for  tlie  purpose  of  effecting  this  desirable  object. 

I  am  authorized  to  advise  you  that  your  proposition  is  accepted  and 
that  our  commissioners  will  meet  yours  so  soon  as  you  will  advise  me 
of  their  appointment. 

I  hope  for  the  sake  of  humanity  that  the  day  of  meeting  may  not  be 
long  deferred. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

'  S;  P.  CARTER, 

Brig.  Gen.  and  Provost-Marshal-General  of  East  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Rilton  Head,  8.  C,  August  15,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  8th  instant.    As  soon  as  the  60U  prisoners  arrive  1  shall 
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place  them  on  Morris  Island  under  flre  of  the  rebel  batteries  unless  our 
prisoners  in  Charleston  are  in  the  meantime  removed  from  under  our 
tire.  1  have  written  to  General  Sam.  Jones  upon  the  subject,  a  copy 
of  which  is  inclosed. 

I  will  at  once,  as  you  direct,  transmit  for  the  consideration  of  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  any  propositions  for  exchange  that  may  be 
made  by  the  rebel  authorities. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G,  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  August  15,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones, 

Comdg.  Confederate  Forces  in  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida: 

General:  I  have  received  information  from  deserters  and  also  from 
prisoners  of  war  that  were  exchanged  for  your  ])risoners  on  the  3d 
instant,  that  a  large  number  of  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  reported  at 
about  GOO,  are  exposed  to  our  flre  in  Charleston. 

I  am  surprised  at  this  repeated  violation  of  the  usages  of  humane 
and  civilized  warfare,  as  I  had  hoped  that  the  exchange  of  our  i)risou 
ers  formerly  exposed  would  have  ended  the  cruel  treatment  on  your 
part.  1  have,  therefore,  again  to  protest  against  it  and  to  inform  you 
tliat  unless  the  prisoners  are  removed  from  Charleston  and  from  under 
our  fire  an  equal  number  of  your  prisoners  of  war  now  in  our  hands 
will  be  exposed  to  your  fire. 

I  request  to  be  informed  of  your  resolution  in  this  matter  at  the 
eai'liest  practicable  moment,  and  if  it  be  to  retain  our  prisoners  in 
Charleston,  that  you  will  inform  me  of  the  number  and  rank  of  such 
prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


FoET  Moneoe,  Va.,  August  15,  1864. 
Major-General  Btjtlee, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  &c.,  in  the  Field,  Va.  : 
Gkneeal:  The  Confederate  authorities  will  exchange  prisoners  on 
the  basis  heretofore  proposed  by  our  Government ;  that  is,  man  for  man. 
This  proposition  was  proposed  formally  to  me  after  1  saw  you.  Shall  I 
come  to  you  before  1  arrange  to  go  up  river  again  for  wounded  ?  I 
intend  to  leave  here  Wednesday  morning  unless  you  direct  otherwise. 
There  are  some  important  bearings  on  the  question  of  exchange,  which 
must  be  controlled  for  your  personal  interests. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  MULFORD, 
Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 


AXTGTTST  15,  1864. 
Col.  J.  S.  Scott,  Clinton,  La.  : 

You  are  authorized  to  exchange  with  the  Federal  authorities  at  New 
Orleans  or  Baton  Rouge  100  Federal  prisoners  for  an  equivalent  num- 
ber of  Confederate  prisoners  of  war. 

D.  H.  MAURY. 
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Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  August  16, 1864 — 9.15  a.  m. 
Major  MuLPOBD,  Agent  of  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe: 

Bring  up  with  you  General  Walker  to  be  exchanged  for  General 
Bartlett  and  what  wounded  Confederate  officers  there  are  at  the  hospi- 
tals at  Fortress  Monroe.  Also  send  for  Captain  Woolford.  I  do  not 
want  any  women  this  trip  from  Norfolk  or  Portress  Monroe.  Come  up 
as  soon  as  you  can  with  the  New  York. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding . 


Office  Commissary-Genebal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  16, 1864. 
Col.  A.  A.  Stevens, 

Commanding  Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind. : 
Colonel  :  The  report  of  Surgeon  Alexander,  a  medical  inspector  of 
prisons,  of  his  inspection  of  Camp  Morton  shows  the  camp  to  be  in  a 
much  less  satisfactory  condition  than  I  have  been  led  to  expect.  You 
will  immediately  take  measures  to  make  the  improvements  suggested 
by  Surgeon  Alexander  in  those  matters  where  it  is  not  necessary  to 
refer  estimates  to  this  oflSce.  A  s  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken  into  the 
camp  to  enlarge  it  is  already  in  possession  of  the  United  States  you 
may  at  once  remove  the  fence,  adding  to  it  what  may  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  inclosure.  As  soon  as  it  is  completed  occupy  it  by  tents 
for  prisoners  to  relieve  the  tents  and  barracks  now  in  use.  When  your 
estimates  are  received  I  will  decide  as  to  the  propriety  of  putting  up  a 
new  hospital.  Make  weekly  reports  of  what  you  are  doing  in  this 
matter  so  that  I  may  understand  the  condition  of  the  camp.  I  think  it 
probable  that  the  ration  of  vinegar  and  soap  as  allowed  by  the  circu- 
lar of  June  1  is  more  than  is  required  or  usea  by  the  prisoners,  and  I 
wish  you  personally  to  examine  and  see  how  much  of  these  two  arti- 
cles has  been  due  on  the  returns  since  the  1st  of  June;  how  much  has 
been  reported  by  the  commissary  as  issued,  and  how  much  the  prison- 
ers actually  received.  I  wish  you  to  give  this  matter  your  immediate 
and  personal  attention  and  report  not  only  on  the  result,  but  the  steps 
taken  to  arrive  at  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  August  16, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Flag-steamer  Philadelphia  : 
Sir  :  I  received  last  night  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant.*    The  offi- 
cers of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  prisoners  of  war,  now  in  this  city,  to  whom  you 
refer,  will  be  permitted  to  receive  any  clothing  you  may  send  them  to 
meet  their  present  wants. 

In  view  of  the  diligence  with  which  the  troops  of  your  Government 
have  sought  for  and  stolen  or  wantonly  destroyed  all  manner  of  cloth- 
ing, even  the  apparel  of  women  and  children,  that  they  could  find  in 
our  country,  it  may  seem  somewhat  singular  that  I  should  permit  this 

*  Not  found  with  War  Department  records. 
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indulgeuce.  I  desire  it,  therefore,  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  do 
it  only  because  I  believe  a  like  indulgence  is  allowed  our  officers  now 
prisoners  of  war.  I  cannot  permit  tliem  to  receive  from  you  the  other 
articles  you  mention.  They  receive  now  the  same  rations  in  kind  and 
quantity  that  our  own  ofHcers  receive.  If  the  articles  yon  mention  are 
not  issued  to  them  regularly  it  is  only  because  of  the  blockade  of  our 
coast  maintained  by  your  Government  and  the  destruction  of  grain, 
agricultural  implements,  and  means  of  transportation  by  its  armies.  I 
cannot  permit  any  running  of  the  blockade  for  the  especial  and  exclu- 
sive benefit  of  those  who  maintain  it.  Tour  officers  will  be  permitted, 
as  heretofore,  to  receive  money  in  reasonable  sums,  and  to  purchase 
what  they  want  in  our  markets. 

It  seems  that  in  order  to  procure  the  release  of  certain  of  your  offi- 
cers now  prisoners  of  war  you  recently  sent  to  the  coast  of  Georgia 
and  kidnapped  twenty-five  citizens.  You  now  inform  me  that  you 
hold  them  as  prisoners  and  that  if  "I  feel  disposed  to  exchange  any  of 
those  persons  for  any  of  the  naval  officers  captured  in  Septemi)er,  1863, 
at  Fort  Sumter,  or  elsewhere,  at  aiiy  time  within  the  limits  of  this  com- 
mand and  will  inform  me  (you)  thereof,  1  (you)  will  submit  the  question 
to  the  Navy  Department." 

I  know  not  on  what  principle  you  propose  to  exchange  "citizens" 
whom  you  have  caused  to  be  kidnapped  and  forcibly  carried  away 
from  their  homes  and  imprisoned  for  officers  captured  in  battle  with 
arms  in  their  hands.  You  might,  perhaps,  without  going  as  far  as  the 
coast  of  Georgia,  have  captured  men  wliom  you  could  with  propriety 
have  offered  in  exchange  for  your  officers;  but  you  would  have  found 
them  armed  and  Avould  have  been  obliged  to  fight  and  overcome  before 
capturing  them.  You  need  not  trouble  the  Navy  Department  with  the 
question,  as  I  do  not  "feel  disposed"  to  aid  you  to  profit  by  your  own 
wrong  by  exchanging  officers  captured  in  battle  for  private  citizens 
captured  so  wantonly  and  at  so  little  risk  to  the  captors,  but  I  will 
exchange  the  officers  you  refer  to  for  an  equal  number  of  C.  S.  officers, 
prisoners  of  war,  of  like  grade,  rank  for  rank  or  their  equivalents,  my 
Government  designating  its  officers  to  be  exchanged.  If  you  think 
proper  to  accede  to  this  proposition  you  have  only  to  notify  me  when 
you  are  prepared  to  make  the  exchange.  Tlie  clothing  you  may  send 
in  boxes  easily  handled  in  a  small  boat  to  the  usual  point  of  meeting 
off  Battery  Marshall;  but  as  Major-General  Foster  has  requested  that 
communication  between  us  be  only  by  way  of  Port  lloyal  Ferry,  I  have 
to  request  that  in  future  any  communication  you  may  desire  to  send  to 
me  which  does  not  require  immediate  action  be  sent  to  tbat  point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  .lONES, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Office  Peovost-Mabsiial  of  Pbisonees, 

KocK  IsLAHD  Barracks, 
Rock  Island,  III,  August  10, 1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Gomdg.  Post: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  police  condition  of  prison 
and  prison  hospital  for  tlje  week  ending  to-day,  as  loUows:  The  grounds 
and  external  surroundings  are  in  good  condition.  The  interior  of  prison 
and  hospital  barracks  are  clean  and  comfortable.  The  kitchens  are 
thoroughly  scrubbed  twice  a  week  and  are  Irequently  inspected.  Tba 
clothing  and  bedding  of  tbe  prisoners  are  good,  being  washed  and  aired 
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often.  The  hospital  department  is  well  supplied  with  good  and  com- 
fortable bedding.  The  kitchens  are  in  excellent  order,  and  the  general 
condition  of  both  prison  and  prisoners  is  good.  No  change  has  taken 
place  since  last  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  P.  CAEAHEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

and  Provost- Marshal  of  Prisoners. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquartees  EoCk  Island  Baebaoks, 

Rock  Island,  111.,  August  18, 1864. 
Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  TJ.  S. 
Army,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

After  an  inspection  of  the  prison  and  hospital  I  fully  concur  with 
the  within  report. 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Post. 


Mobile,  August  16, 1864. 
Hon.  John  A.  Campbell,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
25th  of  July,  containing  authority  and  instructions  about  the  examina- 
tion of  prisoners  under  arrest  by  military  authorities.  I  have  furnished  a 
copy  to  General  Maury,  and  have  notified  the  military  authorities  of  my 
readiness  to  proceed  with  the  duties  assigned  me.  I  will  accept  the 
position  assigned  and  proceed  witli  the  performance  of  the  duties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  HAMILTON. 


Headquarters  Furlow's  Battalion, 

Camp  Sumter,  Anderson,  Ga.,  August  16, 1864, 

Brig.  Gen.  J,  H.  Winder: 

Dear  Sir  :  Yon  ask  me  for  my  opinion  and  the  result  of  my  observa- 
tion as  to  the  ])ropriety  of  having  admitted  to  ])arole  a  certain  number 
of  Yankee  prisoners  at  this  i)ost.  Tliis  I  shall  cheerfully  proceed  to  do. 
I  have  been  connected  with  this  post  about  one  month,  with  my  quar- 
ters immediately  opposite  (a  deep  cut  in  tbe  railroad  separating  usi  to 
a  camp  and  workshops  occupied  by  quite  a  jiumber  of  paroled  prison- 
ers. I  have  seen  them  daily  at  their  work  and  meet  them  in  my  walks, 
and  have  never  seen  them  otherwise  tlian  quiet  and  orderly — in  fact 
comparing  favorably  with  a  like  number  of  our  own  troops;  also,  I 
have  observed  squads  of  paroled  prisoners  at  work  at  other  points 
about  the  post,  and  have  never  noticed  anything  in  their  conduct  cal- 
culated to  create  a  suspicion  that  any  danger  or  evil  would  result  from 
their  parole.  Their  condition  is  so  much  improved  and  the  penalty  for 
any  impropriety  (a  return  to  the  sto<  kade)  so  feared  by  them,  they 
have  every  inducement  to  strictly  obey  orders  and  avoid  every  impro- 
priety. Several  cases  have  come  to  my  knowledge  of  conversations 
with  the  negroes  at  work  around  the  post,  but  invariably  on  the  subject 
of  a  purchase  of  wati-rmi'lons  or  peiiches,  and  as  the  work  in  which 
the  negroes  are  engaged  will  soon  be  conipli'ted,  this  evil,  if  one,  will  be 
but  temporary.  My  residence  and  my  jiliinting  inti-rests  are  in  this 
county,  and  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  citizens  residing  around  this 


602  PRISONERS   OP   WAR  AND   STATE,  ETC. 

post  and  am  in  almost  daily  communication  with  them.  I  have  never 
heard  the  first  complaint  of  pillaging  or  annoyance  of  any  kind  by  the 
paroled  jtrisoners.  From  my  intimate  and  long  acquaintance  with  the 
mechanical  force  in  this  county  (and  the  same,  I  doubt  not,  is  true  as 
to  the  adjacent  counties),  I  am  well  convinced  the  requisite  labor,  either 
wliiie  or  black,  could  not  have  been  obtained  in  any  reasonable  time 
or  at  any  reasonable  expense,  whilst  a  delay  in  the  erection  of  suitable 
buildings  and  works  would  have  been  of  extreme  inconvenience  to  the 
various  departments  of  the  post.  Again,  could  this  necessary  labor 
have  been  obtained  from  the  mechanics  of  the  country  it  would  have 
been  at  an  enormous  expense  to  the  Government,  which  this  parole 
arrangement  obviates,  since  the  prisoners  receive  no  wages  save  a 
slight  addition  to  their  rations.  Their  employment  to  attend  their  sick 
and  bury  their  dead  is  certainly  legitimate  and  proper,  and  if  this 
repulsive  duty  were  imposed  upon  our  troops  it  would  meet  with  uni- 
versal complaint  and  could  be  enforced  only  by  the  most  rigid  and 
oppressive  discipline.  To  detail  sufficient  labor  for  these  necessary 
works  from  the  guard  forces  here,  which  are  perceptibly  too  few  in 
number,  would  impose  upon  the  balance  an  increase  of  duties  already 
exceedingly  onerous.  In  conclusion,  1  cannot  see  how  the  services  of 
the  paroled  prisoners  could  properly  be  dispensed  with  at  this  time. 
In  my  judgment  the  action  of  the  commandant  of  the  post  in  paroling 
tliem  was  wise  and  timely,  and  no  evil  is  likely  to  result  even  were  the 
post  attacked  by  a  raiding  party,  for  intelligence  of  the  raid  would  be 
received  sufficiently  in  advance  of  their  arrival  to  enable  the  com- 
mandant of  the  post  to  secure  the  paroled  prisoners  in  the  stockade. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

T.  M.  FUELOW, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  of  Battalion. 


EiOHLAND  Jail,  Columbia,  S.  C,  August  17,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Inclosed  herewith  is  an  application  to  General  Foster,  commanding 
at  Hilton  Head,  for  the  exchange  of  certain  officers  confined  here,  and  I 
respectfully  ask  that  it  may  be  forwarded  to  him  at  as  early  a  day  as 
convenient.  The  officers  respectfully  request  that  in  consideration  of 
the  great  length  of  their  imprisonment  that  you  will  place  their  names 
on  the  next  list  for  exchange.  If  an  exchange  would  be  earlier  eifected 
by  being  removed  to  Charleston,  we  respectfully  ask  that  it  may  be 
done.  Within  is  a  list  of  the  officers,  with  date  of  capture,  including 
three  wounded  officers,  whom  we  would  be  glad  to  have  exchanged 
with  us.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  BEDEL, 
Colonel  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  S.  Carolina,  Geoegia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  August  21, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Foster  for  his  information. 
I  cannot  at  present  conveniently  comply  with  their  request  by  bring- 
ing them  to  this  city,  but  I  will  exchange  them  for  a  like  number  of 
C.  S.  officers,  rank  for  rank,  or  their  equivalents. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
*  List  omitted. 
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[IncloBurc] 

ElCHLAND  Jail,  Columbia,  8.  0.,  August  17, 1864. 
Majcr-General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 
General:  Having  lieard  that  there  is  a  probability  of  another 
exchange  of  prisoners  at  Charleston  the  oflBcers  belonging  to  the 
Department  of  the  South,  confined  here  and  captured  more  than  a  year 
ago,  have  requested  me  to  respectfully  make  application  to  you  in  their 
behalf.    They  are  among  the  prisoners  of  oldest  date  within  the  South 
ern  lines,  and  many  of  them  are  suffering  greatly  from  long  and  pain 
ful  captivity.    If  another  exchange  should  take  place  in  your  depart 
meut  they  earnestly  request  that  their  names  may  be  placed  upon  tlie 
lists. 

Their  names,  with  dates  of  capture,  may  be  tbund  within.*  Besi<les 
these  1  have  added  three  officers  in  prison  with  us,  severely  \vouiid«><l, 
but  recently  captured,  in  the  hope  that  they,  too,  may  be  speedily 
ex<rhanged.  A  similar  application  with  list  is  inclosed  herewith  to 
Major-General  Jones,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  BEDEL, 
Colonel  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Milton  Bead,  8.  C,  August  17, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  8taff  U.  8.  Armies,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  report  made  to  me 
by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Woodford,  the  officer  whom  1  had  appointed  to 
attend  to  whatever  exchange  of  prisoners  might  be  authorized  in  this 
department.  +  From  this  it  will  appear  that  the  Confederate  author- 
itii'S  are  anxious  to  effect  au  exchange  of  officers  and  men,  rank  for 
rnnk,  or  its  equivalent,  to  embrace  all  the  prisoners  the  Confederacy 
have  now  on  hand. 

I  have  made  no  propositions  of  any  kind,  and  will  only  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  Government  strictly  and  carefully,  whatever  they  may 
be. 

It  may  be  proper  to  say  that  if  it  be  the  wish  of  the  Government  to 
obtain  all  our  prisoners  by  exchange,  it  can  be  effected  readily  by  way 
of  the  Savannah  Elver,  and  the  rebel  prisoners,  up  to  the  time  of  their 
exchange  can,  I  think,  be  safely  guarded  upon  these  islands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Elmira,  N.  Y.,  August  17, 1864. 
Ool.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- Oeneral  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  B.  C: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  pond  inside  of 
the  prisoners'  camp  at  Barracks,  No.  3,  has  become  very  offensive,  and 

'  List  omitted.  t  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  243. 
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may  occasion  sickuess  unless  the  evil  is  remedied  very  shortly.  The 
only  remedy  for  this  is  to  dig  a  ditch  from  the  pond  to  the  river  so  that 
the  water  will  run  freely  through  it.  I  have  given  orders  to  have  a 
survey  made.  The  ditch  will  have  to  be  about  one  mile  in  length.  The 
only  objection  to  this  is  that  a  freshet  might  do  some  damage  to  the  laud 
through  which  theditch  will  run,  and  the  owners  would  call  on  the  United 
States  for  that.  They  have,  however,  no  objection  to  having  the  ditch 
dug.  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  give  instructions  in  regard  to 
this  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  for  if  this  work  is  to  be  done,  it 
should  be  done  immediately.  I  forward  herewith  a  report  of  the  surgeon 
on  this  matter.  The  sinks  are  removed  from  the  pond,  and  large  vaults 
have  been  dug  in  place  of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  EASTMAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  TJ.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Depot. 

[InclOBure.] 

Hdqrs.  Barracks,  No.  3,  Ohiep  SuBaEON's  Office, 

Mmira,  N.  Y.,  August  13,  1864. 
Lieutenant  Lounsbuby,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Pursuant  to  your  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  carefully 
examined  the  pond  inside  the  iuclosure  of  Barracks,  No.  3  and  the 
sources  of  the  disgusting  odors  therein.  The  trouble  does  not  seem  to 
arise  altogether  from  the  decayed  matter  which  has  been  thrown  in, 
but  from  the  daily  accumulation.  The  drainage  of  the  camp  is  into 
this  pond  or  pool  of  standing  water,  and  one  large  sink  used  by  the 
prisoners  stands  directly  over  the  poud  which  receives  its  fecal  matter 
hourly.  The  new  sinks  will  be  completed  in  a  day  or  two,  when  one 
source  of  miasma  will  be  removed,  but  this  does  not  remedy  another 
very  important  cause.  Seven  thousand  men  will  pass  2,600  gallons  of 
urine  daily,  which  is  highly  loaded  with  nitrogenous  material.  A  por- 
tion is  absorbed  by  the  earth,  still  a  large  amount  decomposes  on  the 
top  of  the  earth  or  runs  into  the  i)ond  to  purify.  Again,  without  con- 
stant care  and  watching,  more  or  less  of  the  garbage  or  its  washings 
Amis  its  way  into  the  poud.  An  estimate  was  made  of  the  quantity  of 
antiseptics  necessary  to  neutralize  the  poisonous  odors.  The  estimate 
varied  from  one-tenth  to  equal  parts  of  disinfectants  to  the  amount  of 
decaying  material.  It  will  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
pounds  of  decaying  material  in  the  pond.  Suffice  to  say  that  it  will 
require  many  barrels.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  disinfectants 
rapidly  generate  sulphuretic,  carburetic,  and  chlorinated  gases,  which 
of  themselves  are  injurious  to  health,  and  that  all  these  chemicals  only 
retain  their  disinfecting  properties  while  the  chemical  changes  are 
going  on.  The  changes  with  the  escape  of  gases  being  rapid,  disin- 
fectants will  have  to  be  put  into  the  pond  daily,  as  disinfectants  do  not 
stop  decomposition,  but  merely  neutralize  the  odors  while  the  gas  is 
being  generated. 

It  is  questioned  by  scientific  persons  whether  disinfectants  exert  any 
cherni(;al  changes  upon  miasmata,  or  whether  the  obnoxious  odors  are 
merely  displaced  or  overpowered  by  the  stronger,  less  disgusting,  and 
more  rapidly  evolved  gases  of  the  disinfectants.  If  such  is  the  case, 
by  the  use  of  disinfectants  we  have  two  deleterious  gases  in  the 
atmosphere  instead  of  one.  The  less  disagreeable  to  the  olfactories 
overcoming  the  more  obnoxious,  consequently  the  only  benefit  derived 
from  disinfectants  would  be  overconnng  a  gas  obnoxious  to  health, 
which  Btill  pervades  the  atmosphere  by  a  less  disagreeable  gas  to  the 
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senses.  I  see  no  remedy  which  •will  effectually  remove  the  odors  and 
improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  prisoners  than  passing  a  current 
of  water  through  the  pond  to  carry  off  all  the  effects,  material,  and 
causes  of  disagreeable  odors.  Chemicals  might  be  used  which  would 
stop  decay,  but  the  quantity  and  expense  precludes  their  use. 

1  am  satisfied  from  long  and  continued  experience  that  vaults  will 
not  answer  for  a  large  number  of  men  crowded  into  a  limited  space 
without  drainage.  The  best  and  most  perfect  disinfectant  is  earth,  and 
sinks  to  smell  sweet  must  be  dug  narrow  and  deep  and  daily  covered 
with  earth,  but  this  cannot  be  in  the  prisoners'  barracks,  as  the  whole 
ground  would  be  dug  over  in  a  short  time.  The  remedy  then  is  to  pass 
a  current  of  water  througli  this  putrid  matter.  The  drainage  of  the 
camp  is  very  imperfect.  A  large  drain  should  be  dug  through  the  low 
run  in  the  camp  proper,  and  emptying  drains  should  be  dug  from  the 
main  drain  to  the  pond.  In  this  way  the  ground  can  always  be  kept 
dry  and  the  washings  carried  off.  Unless  the  laws  of  hygiene  are  care- 
fully studied  and  observed  in  crowded  camps  disease  is  the  inevitable 
consequence.  Two  cases  of  gangrene  have  already  appeared. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  SANGER, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  Charge. 


Circular,  )        Hdqes.  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 

C  Office  Provost-Marshal-Geneeal, 

No.  2.       )  New  Orleans,  La.,  August  17, 1864. 

Capt.  M.  E.  Marston,  First  TJ.  S.  Infantry,  having  reported  to  this 

ofiBce  for  duty,  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  98,  current  series, 

from  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  appointed  commissary  of  prisoners 

of  this  military  division,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

*  •  #  *  #  *  * 

By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby: 

W.  H.  WOOD, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  First  U.  S.  Infantry, 
Provost-Marshal-General  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi. 


City  Point,  August  18, 1864. 
General  Butler  : 

I  see  the  steamer  New  York  has  arrived.     Is  she  going  to  Aiken's 
Landing  or  elsewhere  under  flag  of  truce? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  August  18, 1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point: 

Steamer  New  York  is  to  go  to  Aiken's  Landing  under  flag  of  truce, 
at  which  place  she  is  to  receive  certain  communications  and  special 
exchanges,  among  whom  is  General  Bartlett,  and  to  arrange  a  meeting 
between  Commissioner  Ould  and  myself  for  a  conference  in  regard  to 
the  treatment  of  our  prisoners  and  some  cases  of  retaliation. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLBH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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City  Point,  Va,,  August  18, 1864. 
Major-General  Btjtlee,  Commanding,  &c.: 

I  am  opposed  to  exchanges  being  made  until  the  whole  matter  is  put 
on  a  footing  giving  equal  advantages  to  us  with  those  given  to  the 
enemy.  In  the  meantime  I  direct  that  no  flags  of  truce  be  sent  to 
the  enemy  nor  any  arrangements  or  agreements  entered  into  with  him 
without  my  first  being  fully  advised  of  what  is  being  done  and  yield- 
ing my  consent  to  it. 

The  steamer  New  York  will  not  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  Aiken's 
Landing  until  I  receive  a  report  of  the  full  object  of  the  mission  and 
the  load  she  now  has  on  board. 

U,  S,  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Butler's  Headquarters,  August  18, 1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Telegram  received.  No  exchange  has  been  or  will  be  made  which 
will  give  the  enemy  any  advantage.  To  show  that  my  views  and  the 
lieutenant-general's  are  in  exact  accordance,  I  will  send  letter  written 
to  General  Hitchcock  to-day  upon  this  subject  with  the  indorsements 
referred  to. 

I  have  exchanged  nobody  but  wounded  men  since  the  1st  of  May, 
except  surgeons,  non-combatants,  and  a  few  cases  of  special  exchange. 
A  full  report  will  be  made  to  the  lieutenant-general  of  all  that  was 
intended  to  be  done  in  the  matter. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  18,  1864, 
Major-General  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
General  :  I  have  received  one  or  two  indorsements  from  you  which 
say  in  substance  that  "it  is  desirable  to  have  all  our  prisoners 
exchanged."  I  agree  [to]  that  if  all  means  all.  But  do  the  Government 
intend  to  abandon  the  colored  troops'?  That  is  the  only  question  now 
)  lending.  All  others  can  be  settled.  From  my  conversation  with  the 
lieutenant-general  he  does  not  deem  it  desirable  to  move  from  the  posi- 
tion taken  on  that  question.  I  will  again  call  the  subject  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Mr.  Ould  and  obtain  an  interview  with  him  if  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


City  Point,  Va.,  August  18, 1864. 
Major-General  Butler,  Commanding,  &c. : 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  object  of  your  interview  had  the  proper  sanc- 
tion and  therefore  meets  with  my  entire  approval.  I  have  seen  from 
Southern  papers  that  a  system  of  retaliation  is  going  on  in  the  South 
which  they  keep  from  us  and  which  we  should  stop  in  some  way.    On 
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the  subject  of  exchange,  however,  I  differ  from  General  Hitchcock.  It 
is  hard  on  our  men  held  in  Southern  prisons  not  to  exchange  them,  but 
it  is  humanity  to  those  left  in  the  ranks  to  fight  our  battles.  Every 
man  we  hold,  when  released  on  parole  or  otherwise,  becomes  an  active 
soldier  against  us  at  once  either  directly  or  indirectly.  If  we  com- 
mence a  system  of  exchange  which  liberates  all  prisoners  taken,  we 
will  have  to  fight  on  until  the  whole  South  is  exterminated,  if  we  hold 
those  caught  they  amount  to  no  more  than  dead  men.  At  this  particu- 
lar time  to  release  all  rebel  prisoners  North  would  insure  Sherman's 
defeat  and  would  compromise  our  safety  here. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  (Jarolina, 

Augmt  18,  1864. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  few  of  the  applica- 
tions and  orders  about  special  exchanges,  to  which  I  wish  to  call  your 
attention ;  *  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  this  morning  to  Major-General 
Hitchcock,  commissioner  of  exchange  at  "Washington,  upon  the  subject 
of  his  indorsement  "that  an  exchange  would  be  very  desirable,"^  and 
also  a  direction  from  the  Secretary  of  War  upon  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing some  arrangement  about  the  treating  of  our  prisoners  in  cases  of 
supposed  retaliation. 

As  these  papers  are  original  may  I  ask  you  the  favor  that  they  shall 
be  returned? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F,  BUTLER, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  18, 1864. 
Major-General  Foster,  Department  of  the  South : 

General  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  accompanying  extract  from  the  Richmond  Examiner,  stating  that 
the  rebel  oflBcers  sent  to  you  were  never  placed  under  lire.  You  will 
report  whether  this  statement  is  true;  if  so,  why  the  order  was  not 
executed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Incloanre.] 

MOBILE. 

(From  the  Richmond  Examioer,  August  9.) 

Admiral  Buchanan's  wound  was  doing  well  on  the  8th.  He,  together 
with  other  prisoners  and  the  Federal  wounded,  have  been  sent  to 
Fensacola.    Fort  Morgan  holds  out  yet.    Fort  Gaines  is  occupied  by 

*  Inclosures  not  found  and  not  otherwise  identified.  t  See  second,  ante. 
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the  Federals.  Admiral  Farragut  lost  one  monitor  and  one  gan-boat  in 
tlie  tight.  The  iron-clad  Morgan  is  now  lying  at  the  wharf  in  Mobile, 
having  sustained  but  slight  injury  in  the  recent  conflict  with  the 
Yankees. 

OHABLESTON. 

It  is  also  reported  that  the  rebel  officers  who  were  recently  exchanged 
in  Ghaileston  Harbor  were  never  placed  under  fire  by  General  Foster, 
and  that  General  Sam.  Jones,  the  rebel  commander  in  Charleston,  has 
now  a  large  number  of  newly  arrived  Federal  officers  under  the  lire  of 
Foster's  guns. 

General  Jeff.  Thompson  says  that  the  Southern  officers  did  not  leave 
the  Federal  gun  boat  nntil  they  were  exchanged.  He  is  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Price. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

August  18,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  for  your  information  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Capt.  John  A.  Winslow,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Kearsarge, 
forwarded  to  me  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  18,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Sir  :  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  within  communication  of  Briga- 
dier-General Wessells  in  relation  to  the  money  recently  taken  from  the 
officers  and  prisoners  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties.t  Most  of  the  gentlemen  whose  statements  are  appended  are 
known  to  me,  and  I  know  they  can  be  relied  upon.  Of  course  this 
money  will  be  restored,  and  I  only  need  to  bring  it  to  your  attention  to 
have  it  done  so. 
Please  return  the  papers,  so  that  I  may  make  a  report. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


State  of  Indiana,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Indianapolis,  August  18,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  Commanding,  &c. : 

Dear  Sir:  There  are  in  the  rebel  prison  camp  here  300  or  more 
prisoners,  brought  here  soon  after  the  surrender  of  Vicksburgjwho  have 
repeatedly  importuned  these  headquarters  to  intercede  with  the  War 

*  Not  found  as  an  inolosure,  but  sue  N.aval  War  Records. 
tNot  found  as  an  inclosnre  and  not  otherwise  identitied! 
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Department  for  their  release  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  Government.  They  are  nearly  all  French  Creoles  from 
New  Orleans  and  its  immediate  vicinity  and  claim  to  have  been  either 
conscripted  or  forced  into  the  rebel  service.  They  have  declared  and 
contended  ever  since  their  arrival  that  they  refused  to  accept  the 
parole  and  had  the  understanding  and  expressed  agreement  with  some 
general  officer  (some  think  it  was  you)  that  they  should  be  taken  to 
Baint  Louis  and  there  released.  They  all  persistently  make  this  repre- 
sentation of  their  case  and  have  remained  together  in  a  detachment  or 
sort  of  colony  by  themselves,  claiming  the  fufillment  of  the  agreement. 
Governor  Hahn,  of  Louisiana,  applied  for  their  release  some  months 
ago,  but  did  not  present  the  facts  above  specified  relative  to  the  under- 
standiug  had  by  the  men  at  the  time  of  the  surrender. 

We  have  become  satisfied  from  their  statements  and  their  uniform 
good  conduct  that  they  ought  to  be  discharged,  and  in  furtherance  of 
those  views  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Governor  to  address  you, 
asking  if  you  have  any  knowledge  of  any  such  promises  or  pledges 
given  to  any  prisoners  at  Vicksburg;  and  if  so,  to  request  you  to  inform 
Col.  William  Ho£fman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  of  the  facts. 
It  is  conceded  that  if  any  promises  of  the  kind  were  made  to  these  men 
they  ought  to  be  released,  but  hitherto  only  the  sworn  statements  of 
the  prisoners  themselves  have  been  adduced. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LAZ.  NOBLE, 
Adjutant- Oencral  of  Indiana. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fairburn,  Ga.,  August  29, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Shrrman,  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

Those  of  the  prisoners  who  are  of  opinion  that  I  gave  such  a  promise 
as  the  one  referred  to  are  mistaken,  for  I  had  at  no  time  authority  to 
make  snch  an  agreement,  and  I  know  of  no  such  promises  or  pledges 
having  been  given  by  any  one. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Atlanta,  September  4, 1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington, 
for  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  of  W  ar,  Col.  William  Hoffman, 
with  the  remark  that  General  Grant  must  know  more  of  these  facts 
than  any  other  person  now  living. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Third  indorMenicut  1 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  September  17, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  Armies 

of  the  United  States. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 
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[FourtJi  inilorflciiieDt.] 

Heabquaktees  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  September  23,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned    to    the  Oommissary-Geueral    of   Prisoners, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Many  of  the  prisoners  captured  at  Vicksburg  declined  being  paroled 
for  the  reason  that  they  wished  to  avoid  further  service  in  the  rebel 
army,  but  I  gave  them  no  promises  or  pledges  of  any  kind.  I  Avould 
recommend,  however,  that  all  the  prisoners  sent  North  from  Vicksburg 
after  the  cax)ture  of  that  place,  who  desire  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
be  permitted  to  do  so  and  be  set  at  liberty. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

lAeutenant-  General. 


Military  Prison,  Salisbury,  N.  C,  August  18, 1864. 
I  am  a  citizen  and  native  of  the  State  of  Illinois  and  was  born  May 
1,  1839.  The  greater  part  of  my  life  has  been  spent  on  a  farm ;  but 
previous  to  my  capture  I  was  engaged  in  a  railroad  ofiBce  in  Peoria,  111. 
On  the  16th  of  December,  1862, 1  received  a  letter  from  Oxford,  Miss., 
which  stated  that  my  brother,  John  H.  Doran,  of  Company  D,  Ninety- 
fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  was  very  sick  with  typhoid  pneumonia,  and  that, 
as  hospital  arraDgemeuts  were  not  good,  it  would  be  best  for  me  to  go 
to  him  to  nurse  and  take  care  of  him.  Accordingly,  I  immediately 
started  and  reached  Oxford  December  21  and  engaged  at  once  in  try- 
ing to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  my  brother.  On  or  about  the  22d  day 
of  the  month  General  Van  Dorn  captured  and  destroyed  General 
Grant's  stores  at  Holly  Springs,  thereby  compelling  him  (Grant)  to  I'all 
back  from  his  position  at  and  below  Oxford  with  some  haste  in  order 
to  obtain  a  base  for  supplies.  My  brother  being  too  low  to  admit  of  his 
removal  I  resolved  to  stay  with  him  and  nurse  him,  which  I  did,  until 
the  26th  of  December,  1862,  when  Lieutenant  Burrow,  of  the  Arkan- 
sas cavalry,  entered  the  town  and,  hearing  of  me,  said  I  must  go  to 
Vicksburg  for  exchange  and  leave  my  brother  to  the  care  of  other  hands. 
I  was  then  sent  to  Jackson,  where  1  arrived  too  lute  to  be  sent  to  Vicks- 
burg, as  exchanges  at  that  point  had  ceased.  I  was  sent  to  Mobile 
about  the  1st  of  March,  1863,  when  I  received  the  assurance  of  General 
Mackall  that  1  would  be  sent  home  at  the  first  opportunity.  On  the 
16th  of  March  I  was  started  for  Richmond,  where  I  arrived  about  the 
21st;  but,  unfortunately  for  me,  in  company  with  some  Conl'ederate 
deserters.  The  guard  who  had  us  in  charge  reported  to  the  provost- 
marshal,  who  told  them  to  put  the  deserters  in  Castle  Thunder  and  me 
in  Libby.  When  we  arrived  at  the  Castle  some  of  the  officers  there 
said  it  would  make  no  difference  about  my  going  to  Libby,  as  I  would 
be  sent  from  there  (the  Castle)  by  the  first  boat,  and,  accordingly,  I 
was  put  in  the  Castle.  After  waiting  several  days  and  hearing  nothing 
further  of  my  case,  I  asked  Captain  Alexander  about  it  and  was  told 
I  should  go  by  the  next  boat  without  fail.  I  then  waited  several  weeks 
longer,  when,  learning  nothing  further,  I  wrote  to  General  Winder  a 
full  statement  of  my  case.  This  resulted  in  getting  my  case  before  the 
Secretary  of  War,  who  issued  an  order  for  me  to  be  sent  North  by  the 
first  boat,  and  I  was  sent  to  the  Libby  for  that  purpose  on  the  18th  day 
of  May,  1863.  After  waiting  for  over  three  months  to  be  sent  North, 
I,  with  other  citizens  of  much  more  recent  capture,  was  sent  to  the 
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Castle  and  finally  to  this  place.  That  I  should  be  kept  nearly  two 
years,  with  no  shadow  of  a  charge  against  me,  and  still  retained  after 
the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  seems  too  strange  to  have  been 
intentional. 

Very  respectfully  submitted,  by 

FRANK  B.  DORAN 

[ludorsemeut.] 

Septembek  3, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  "War. 
This  flipi>aHt  Yankee  is  where  he  ought  to  be.  Know  nothing  about 
any  order  having  been  issued  for  his  release.  The  enemy  constantly 
arrests  and  detains  our  people  under  the  same  circumstances.  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  this  party  be  kept  where  he  is  until  he 
can  be  put  to  some  use. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Headquarters  Post,  Richmond,  Va.,  August  18, 1864. 
Maj.  Gaenett  Andrews,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Major  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  inspection 
of  military  prison,  Columbia,  S.  C,  under  Special  Orders,  No.  12>2,  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General's  Office,  August  3, 1864: 

I  found  Capt.  R.  D.  Senn  performing  the  duties  of  commandant  of 
prison,  acting  under  Maj.  A.  J.  Green,  commandant  of  post.  Captain 
Senn  was  commissioned  September  9, 1863,  as  enrolling  officer;  ordered 
by  commission  to  report  to  Major  Melton,  lormer  commandant  of  post 
at  Columbia,  to  be  assigned  to  command  of  post  guard.  Captain  Senn 
has  three  officers  under  him,  whose  commissions  bear  date  with  his  own, 
and  ordered  to  report  to  Captain  Senn,  each  one  commissioned  as  drill- 
master,  viz.  First  Lieut.  George  C.  Gill,  Second  Lieut.  Rufus  N.  Rich- 
bourg,  and  Second  Lieut.  George  W.  Belcher.  Captain  Senn  has  charge 
of  the  whole  guard  for  the  city — 214  men,  composed  partially  of  reserves 
and  light-duty  men  holding  surgeons'  certificates.  These  men  are  in 
no  distinct  organization,  but  Captain  Senn  considers  the  whole  as  one 
company  under  himself  and  the  officers  above  mentioned,  although 
there  is  no  authority  organizing  them  into  a  company.  There  are 
thirty-six  posts  in  the  city — only  twelve  of  these  around  the  prison. 
Hence  only  a  portion  of  Captain  Senn's  time  can  be  given  to  the  prison. 

There  is  no  order  establishing  a  regular  military  prison  for  prisoners 
of  war.  Prisoners  have  been  turned  over,  from  time  to  time,  to  Cap- 
tain Senn  as  commandant  of  the  guard.  The  building  used  as  a  prison 
is  the  county  jail.  There  are  132  officers  and  99  privates,  making 
an  aggregate  of  231  Federal  prisoners.  There  are  also  twenty-seven 
Confederate  deserters  confined  in  the  same  building,  but  in  different 
apartments  from  Federal  prisoners.  The  jail,  being  the  county  jail, 
is  also  used  for  the  continemeut  of  civil  prisoners,  which  gives  access 
to  several  diiierent  authorities,  which  is  very  inconsistent  with  the 
character  of  a  military  prison. 

Three  or  four  tunnels  have  been  discovered,  and  several  prisoners 
escaped,  but  recaptured ;  one  prisoner  wounded  while  attempting  to 
escape  through  the  tunnel.  There  are  ten  posts  around  the  jail  in  the 
day  and  twelve  at  night.  Most  of  the  privates  are  confined  in  the 
yard  of  the  jail,  which  is  formed  by  a  rotten  wood  fence.  Hence  the 
sentinels  are  the  only  security  against  escajje.    There  are  also  sentinels 
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stationed  on  the  outside  of  tliis  wood  fence.  Sentinels,  upon  examina- 
tion, exhibit  considerable  ignorance  as  to  their  instructions.  OflBcers 
are  allowed  to  go  into  jail  yard  and  paroled  not  to  attempt  to  make 
any  escape.  There  are  only  two  reliefs,  sentinels  being  on  duty  three 
hours  at  a  time. 

I  found  the  prison  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition  and  well  policed. 
Police  duty  performed  by  prisoners.  There  are  three  kitchens,  in  which 
cooking  for  the  whole  prison  is  done.  Cooks  are  taken  from  prisoners. 
Water  is  obtained  outside  the  Jail  inclosure.  Four  prisoners  are 
allowed  to  go  for  water  under  one  sentinel.  Prisoners  receive  the 
ration  of  a  soldier  in  the  field.  No  complaint  made  as  to  insuflBciency 
of  ration.  Four  officers  and  three  privates  escaped,  but  have  been 
recaptured.  Prisoners  are  not  secure  under  the  present  arrangement. 
Stringent  and  proper  instructions  are  not  given  to  the  guard.  Pris- 
oners are  allowed  to  purchase  eatables  and  read  our  papers.  Captain 
Seun,  having  other  duties  to  perform,  is  not  at  the  prison  more  than 
one-third  of  his  time.  Prisoners  under  the  present  prison  organization 
I  deem  insecure. 

Upon  examination  of  prison  books,  I  find  a  discrepancy  of  eight  pris- 
oners between  the  number  of  names  and  the  number  actually  in  jail, 
there  being  more  prisoners  in  jail  than  upon  the  prison  record.  The 
books  are  kept  in  very  bad  order  and  no  dependence  or  certainty  can 
be  placed  in  them.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  these  prisoners 
be  removed  to  Charleston  if  a  regular  military  prison  is  establislied  at 
that  point,  the  number  at  Columbia  not  being  sufficient  to  justify  a 
new  prison  with  a  separate  commandant.  Kations  are  drawn  from  post 
commissary ;  quartermaster's  stores  from  post  quartermaster.  One  offi- 
cer and  eight  privates  in  post  hospital.  No  guard  is  kept  at  hospital 
and  nothing  to  prevent  their  escape. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  RUTHERFORD, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  August  18, 1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War  Confederate  States: 
Sir:  At  your  request  I  take  pleasure  in  giving  you  in  as  brief  space 
as  possible  an  account  of  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  in  the  difl'er- 
ent  prisons  of  the  North  in  which  T  have  been  incarcerated.  At  Fort 
Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  we  were  confined  in  the  casemate  with- 
out other  exercise  than  the  length  of  the  room  would  allow;  there  we 
were  not  permitted  to  purchase  or  receive  things  from  our  friends;  the 
guard  was  strict,  but  we  were  treated  with  respect.  At  Fort  McHenry 
we  were  confined  in  a  hayloft  of  a  stable  lor  five  months;  were  allowed 
to  purchase  and  to  receive  the  remnants  of  things  sent  us  by  our 
friends,  after  the  provost- marshal's  employes  had  taken  from  the 
boxes  or  baskets  all  that  they  deemed  desirable.  This  was  kept  up 
until  the  Eighth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  was  relieved,  when  we 
were  treated  more  kindly.  Here,  after  digging  a  tunnel  thirteen  feet 
deep  and  thirty-five  long,  our  officers  and  privates  were  prevented 
from  making  their  escape  by  the  betrayal  of  one  of  our  own  men  a 
renegade  Virginian,  whose  home  is  near  the  White  House,  on  the 
Pamunkey. 
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At  Fort  McHenry  onr  Confederate  money  was  taken  from  us  and 
never  returned;  also  the  swords  of  those  officers  captured  at  Port 
Hudson;  the  swords  of  tliose  officers  liad  been  returned  to  them  for 
their  gallant  defense,  iind  their  private  property  guaranteed  to  them  by 
the  articles  of  cajntulation.  A  greater  set  of  thieves  than  this  Eighth 
New  York  Heavy  Artillery  I  never  met  until  at  Hilton  Head. 

At  Fort  Delaware  we  had  better  accommodations  than  at  any  of  the 
Northern  prisons  I  was  in,  nnd  more  ground  for  exercise;  but  two 
meals  a  day— about  (me  half  to  three-fourths  pound  of  soft  bread,  four 
ounces  of  meat,  and  a  cup  of  soup.  Our  privates  had  less — three 
crackers  per  day  and  less  meat— enough  to  kec])  them  alive  and  hungry 
in  order  to  make  them  take  the  oath ;  this  is  offered  tiiem  about  once 
a  month.  It  has  also  been  offered  our  officers.  At  this  jtlace  I  saw 
our  officers,  some  washing  clothing  for  5  cents  a  jtiece,  others  shaving 
or  cutting  hair  at  the  same  price;  they  expended  this  money  to  satisfy 
their  hunger  or  in  buying  postage  stamps  to  write  home. 

On  the  steamer  Mary  A.  lioardman,  the  fifty  officers  asked  for  by 
General  Foster  were  sent  to  Hilton  Head  under  a  Major  Strong,  of  that 
general's  staff,  and  a  Capt.  John  Jay  Young,  of  Young's  battery,  from 
Pennsylvania,  stationed  at  the  fort.  Forty  of  us  were  kept  below  in  a 
close,  hot  cabin,  only  four  allowed  on  deck  at  a  time.  We  were  fed  on 
fat  i)ork,  and  suffered  a  good  deal  in  the  close  cabin.  Our  trials  only 
commenced  when  we  renched  Hilton  Head,  on  the  29th  of  June  last. 
Fifty  of  us  were  placed  on  a  small  vessel  under  decks,  the  apartment 
about  twenty-five  feet  by  forty-five,  no  seats  of  any  kind,  no  air  except 
through  the  bull's  eyes  or  hatch,  which  we  could  not  close  even  during  a 
rain  storm  for  fear  of  suffocation.  A  large  stove,  cooking  for  125  men, 
was  kept  hot  during  the  day  and  most  of  the  night.  For  some  days  only 
ten  were  allowed  to  go  on  deck  at  a  time,  then  twenty-five.  The  heat 
was  intense  with  the  smallest  amount  of  clothing  possible.  For  some 
time  we  were  not  i  ermitted  to  wiite,  to  have  newspapers,  or  to  purchase 
anything.  When  we  were  allowed  to  make  purchases  Captain  Young 
and  Lieutenant  Templeton  made  us  pay  from  100  to  150  per  cent,  on  all 
purchases,  as  we  were  allowed  to  buy  through  them  only.  Tliis  was 
proven  by  the  captain  of  the  ship  and  Captain  McWilliams,  of  the 
One  hundred  and  fifty  seventh  New  York  Regiment.  Both  the  last 
nanied  persons  and  their  men  treated  us  as  kindly  as  they  were  allowed 
to  do  by  Major  Strong,  the  drunken  brute  who  had  the  responsible 
charge  of  us.  For  many  days  we  had  bread  only — this  was  good,  A 
portion  of  the  time  meat  so  decayed  and  disgusting  that  as  hungry  as 
we  were  many  of  us  had  to  throw  it  overboard.  When  it  was  eatable 
it  was  served  to  us  in  a  tin  pan.  After  Captain  McWilliams  took 
charge  we  fared  as  well  as  it  was  in  his  power  to  treat  us.  We  were  in 
the  vessel  from  June  29  to  2d  of  August.  I  forgot  to  remark  that  when 
it  rained  nigiit  and  day  we  were  compelled  to  bail  up  the  water  and 
again  spread  our  blankets  on  the  wet  decks.  Tlie  drinking  water  was 
<listilled  from  salt  water,  oiten  so  warm  or  brackish  that  it  would  have 
answered  better  for  an  emetic  than  to  allay  thirst 

1  have,  at  your  request,  tried  to  give  you  a  plain  and  truthful  state- 
ment of  the  case  as  it  came  under  niy  observation.  There  are  many 
instances  of  brutality  that  came  under  my  eye,  but  it  would  require  too 
much  of  your  valuable  time. 

I  am,  sir,  most  happy  to  be  able  to  write  myself  again,  most 
respectfully,  yours, 

MARSHALL  J.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  I'rovisional  Army,  C.  8. 
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Richmond,  August  18,  1864.    . 
Maj.  Ig.  Szymanski,  Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange  : 

Sir:  Under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  exchange  question 
and  until  you  hear  to  the  contrary  from  nie  you  can  make  exchanges  of 
ofBcer  for  oflScer  and  man  for  man  in  the  trans-Mississippi  region.  Be 
careful,  however,  never  to  deliver  more  than  you  receive.  Let  all  old 
transactions  and  computations  remain  for  adjustment  here.  On  the 
27th  of  June  last  I  declared  exchanged  all  the  Vicksburg  men  who  had 
reported  for  duty  at  certain  specified  points  in  Louisiana.  I  sent  the 
notice  to  Oai)tain  Ourell  anil  requested  him  to  notify  you  and  General 
Smith  immediately.  You  ought  to  have  received  that  notice  before  the 
date  of  your  last  letter  to  me.  You  perceive  that  if  you  had  gone  on 
and  delivered  equivalents  for  such  men  they  would  have  been  exchanged 
twice.  I  can  find  no  better  illustration  of  the  absolute  necessity  of 
settling  all  questions  of  exchange  here  anci  by  one  head. 

If  you  have  any  excess  of  prisoners  over  and  above  those  held  by 
the  enemy  retain  them  until  equivalents  in  hand  can  be  furnished  to 
you.    If  this  is  not  rigidly  observed  the  Yankees  will  cheat  all  of  us. 
KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


City  Point,  Va.,  August  19, 1864. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 

I  am  in  receipt  of  copy  of  F.  W.  Morse's  letter  *  of  the  22d  of  July 
to  you,  inclosing  copy  of  statement  of  C.  W.  G.  in  relation  to  desert- 
ers from  this  army.  There  are  constant  desertions,  though  but  few  of 
them  go  over  to  the  enemy.  Unlike  the  enemy,  however,  we  do  not 
lose  our  veterans  and  men  who  enter  the  service  through  patriotic 
motives.  The  men  who  desert  are  those  who  have  just  arrived  and 
who  have  never  done  any  lighting  and  never  intended  to  when  they 
enlisted.  There  is  a  class  known  as  "  bounty  jumpers  "  or  substitute 
men,  who  enlist  for  the  money,  desert,  and  enlist  again.  After  they 
have  done  this  until  they  become  fearful  of  punishment  they  join  their 
regiments  in  the  field  and  desert  to  the  enemy. 

Of  this  class  of  recruits  we  do  not  get  one,  for  every  eight  bounties 
paid,  to  do  good  service.  My  provost-marshal-general  is  preparing  a 
statement  on  this  subject,  which  will  show  there-euforcenients  received 
from  this  class  of  recruits.  Take  the  other  side,  the  desertions  from 
the  enemy  to  us.  Not  a  day  passes  but  men  come  into  our  lines,  and 
men,  too,  who  have  been  fighting  for  the  South  for  more  than  three 
years.  Not  unfrequently  a  commissioned  ofBcer  comes  with  them. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  I  sent  a  regiment  numbering  1,000  men  for 
duty  to  General  Pope's  department,  composed  wholly  of  deserters  from 
the  rebel  army  and  of  prisoners  who  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
joined  it.  There  is  no  doubt  but  many  prisoners  of  war  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  enlisted  as  substitutes  to  get  the  bounty 
and  to  eflect  their  return  to  the  South.  These  men  are  paraded  abroad 
as  deserters  who  want  to  join  the  South  and  fight  her  battles,  and  it 
is  through  our  leniency  that  the  South  expects  to  reap  great  advan- 
tages. We  ought  not  to  make  a  single  exchange  nor  release  a  prisoner 
on  any  pretext  whatever  until  the  war  closes. 


*Not  found. 
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We  Lave  got  to  tight  until  the  military  power  of  the  South  is  ex- 
hausted, and  if  we  release  or  exchange  prisoners  captured  it  simply 
becomes  a  war  of  extermination. 

U,  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  19,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butlee,  U.  S.  Army,  &c. 

Sill:  The  President  directs  that,  if  possible,  a  special  exchange  be 
effected  in  favor  of  Maj.  Nathan  Goff,  and  for  this  purpose  you  are 
authorized  to  otter  and  deliver  Thomas  D.  Armesy  (or  Armsley),  who 
has  been  directed  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Monroe  by  Colonel  Hoffman,  and 
placed  at  your  disposal  for  the  purpose. 

I  feel  justified  in  urging  that  this  is  a  case  in  which  the  President 
feels  a  particular  interest,  the  order  iu  the  case  having  also  the  ex- 
press sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  19, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners  : 

Sir:  The  President  directs  that  Thomas  U.  Armesy  (or  Armsley),  be 
sent  to  Fort  Monroe  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Major-General  But- 
ler (of  which  you  will  advise  General  Butler),  in  order  to  his  being 
exchanged  for  Ma,).  Nathan  Goff',  now  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Rich- 
mond. Armesy  is  supposed  to  be  at  Fort  Warren. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  IS.  C,  August  17  [19],  1864. 
Ma,j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Chief  of  Staff  U.  8.  Armies,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  original  and  the  tran- 
scribed copy  of  a  document  received  this  day  from  some  of  our  officers 
in  Charleston.  It  is  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  signed  by  Major-General  Stoneman,  Col.  T.  J.  Harrison,  Eighth 
Indiana  Cavalry,  and  Col.  J.  B.  Dorr,  Eighth  Iowa  Cavalry.  It  gives  a 
heartrending  account  of  the  condition  of  our  private  soldiers  now  pris- 
oners of  war  at  Andersonville,  Ga.  This  document  was  received  by  the 
hands  of  Private  Prescott  Tracy,  Eighty- second  New  York  Volunteers. 
Private  Tracy  was  exchanged  yesterday  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  to  make 
up  a  small  deficieucy  due  at  the  last  exchange  at  Charleston  Harbor. 

Upon  the  proposed  subject  of  exchange  I  have  written  fully  in 
another  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  also  inclose  three  other  documents,  brought  on  the  person  of 
Prescott  Tracy,  one  of  which  is  the  original  sent  to, the  President  of 
the  United  States:  also  a  statement  by  said  P.  Tracy. 

J.  G.  F. 
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[InclosuTu  No.  1.] 

Military  Prison,  Charleston,  S.  C,  August  14, 1864. 
Commanding  Officer,  Annapolis,  Md.t 

Tbe  bearers  of  this  compose  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  President 

of  the  United  States  to  ])resent  a  paper  to  him,  which  ])aper  they 

will  show  you.    As  it  is  highly  important  that  they  sliould  not  be 

delayed  1  have  to  beg  that  you  will,  if  you  can,  send  them  on  at  once. 

Very  lespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  STONEMAN, 
Major- General  {Prisoner  of  War). 

[Sul)-inclo8ure.] 

C.  S.  Prison,  Charleston,  S.  C,  A  ugust  14, 1864. 
The  President  of  the  United  States: 

The  condition  of  the  enlisted  men  belonging  to  the  Federal  armies 
now  prisoners  to  the  Confederate  rebel  forces  is  such  that  it  becomes 
our  duty,  and  the  duty  of  every  commissioned  officer,  to  make  kuown 
the  facts  in  the  case  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  to 
use  every  honorable  eflbrt  to  secure  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners, 
thereby  relieving  thousands  of  our  comrades  f.  om  the  horrors  now 
surrounding  them.  For  some  time  past  there  has  been  a  concentration 
of  prisoners  from  all  parts  of  the  rebel  territory  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  the  commissioned  officers  being  confined  at  Macon  and  the 
enlisted  men  at  Andersonville.  Recent  movements  of  the  Federal 
armies  by  General  Sherman  have  compelled  the  removal  of  the  pris- 
oners to  other  points,  and  it  is  now  understood  they  will  be  removed 
to  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Columbia  and  Charleston,  S.  C,  but  no  change 
of  this  kind  holds  out  any  prospect  of  relief  to  nur  ])oor  men.  Indeed, 
as  the  localities  selected  are  far  more  unhealtljy,  there  must  be  an 
increase  rather  than  a  diminution  of  suffering. 

Colonel  Hill,  provost-marshal- general,  C.  S.  Army,  at  Atlanta,  stated 
to  one  of  the  undersigned  that  there  were  35,000  prisoners  at  Ander- 
sonville, and  by  all  accounts  from  the  U.  S.  soldiers  who  have  been 
confined  there  the  number  is  not  overstated  by  him.  These  35,000  are 
confined  in  a  field  of  some  thirty  acres  inclosed  by  a  board  fence,  heav- 
ily guarded ;  about  one-third  have  various  kinds  of  indifferent  shelter, 
but  upward  of  20,000  are  wholly  without  shelter  or  shade  of  any  kind 
and  are  exposed  to  the  storms  and  rains  which  are  of  almost  daily  occur 
rence.  The  cold  dews  of  night  and  the  more  terrible  effects  of  the  sun 
striking  with  almost  tropical  fierceness  upon  their  unprotected  heads, 
this  mass  of  men  jostle  and  crowd  each  other  up  and  down  the  limits 
of  their  inclosure  in  storm  or  sun,  and  then  lie  down  on  the  pitiless 
earth  at  night  with  no  other  covering  than  the  clothing  upon  their 
backs,  ie^  of  them  having  even  a  blanket. 

Upon  entering  the  prison,  every  man  is  deliberately  stripped  of  money 
and  other  projjcrty,  and  as  no  clothing  or  blankets  are  ever  supplied  to 
their  prisoners  by  the  C.  S.  A.  authorities,  the  condition  of  the  apparel  of 
soldiers  just  from  an  active  campaign  can  be  easily  imagined.  Thou- 
sands are  withont  pants  or  coats,  and  hundreds  without  even  a  pair 
of  drawers  to  cover  their  nakedness.  To  these  men,  as  indeed  to 
all  prisoners,  there  is  issued  three  fourths  of  a  pound  of  bread  or 
meal,  and  one  eighth  of  a  pound  of  meat  per  day;  this  is  the  entire 
ration,  and  upon  it  the  prisoner  must  live  or  die.  The  meal  is  often 
unsifted  and  sour,  and  the  meat  such  as  in  the  North  is  consigned  to 
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the  soap-maker.  Such  are  tlie  rations  upon  which  Union  sohliers  are 
fed  by  the  rebel  authorities  and  by  which  tliey  are  barely  holding  on 
to  life.  But  to  starvation  and  exposure,  to  sun  and  storm,  add  the 
sickness  which  prevails  to  a  most  alarming  and  terrible  extent,  on  an 
average  100  die  daily.  It  is  impossible  that  any  Union  soldier  should 
know  all  the  facts  pertaining  to  this  terrible  mortality,  as  they  are  not 
paraded  by  the  rebel  authorities. 

Such  statements  as  the  following  made  by  Sergeant  Hindman, 
^^inety-eightb  Ohio  Infantry,  speak  eloquent'  testimony.  Said  the 
sergeant:  "Of  twelve  of  us  who  were  captured,  six  died,  four  are  in 
the  hospital — I  never  expect  to  see  them  again — there  are  but  two  of 
us  left." 

In  1862  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  under  far  more  favorable  circumstances, 
the  prisoners  being  protected  by  sheds,  Irom  150  to  200  were  sick  from 
diarrhea  and  chills  ont  of  700;  the  same  percentage  would  give  7,000 
sick  at  Andersonville.  It  needs  no  comment,  no  efforts  at  word-paint- 
ing to  make  such  a  ])icture  stand  out  boldly  in  most  horrible  colors, 
nor  is  this  all.  Among  the  ill-fated  of  the  many  who  have  suffered  am- 
putation in  consequence  of  injuries  received  before  cai)ture,  sent  from 
rebel  hospitals  before  their  wounds  were  healed ;  they  are  eloquent  wit- 
nesses against  the  barbarities  of  which  they  are  victims.  If  to  these 
facts  is  added  this,  that  nothing  more  demoralizes  sohliers  and  develops 
the  evil  passions  of  man  than  starvation,  the  teriible  condition  of 
Union  prisoners  at  Andersonville  can  be  readily  imagined.  They  are 
fast  losing  hope  and  becoming  utterly  reckless  of  life.  Numbers 
crazed  by  their  sufferings  wander  about  m  a  state  of  idiocy;  others 
deliberately  cross  the  "dead  line"  and  are  remorselessly  shot  down. 
In  behalf  of  these  men  we  most  earnestly  appeal  to  the  I 'resident  of 
the  United  States. 

Few  of  them  have  been  captured  except  in  the  front  of  battle  in  the 
deadly  encounter,  and  only  when  overpowered  by  numbers;  they  con- 
stitute as  gallant  a  portion  of  our  armies  as  carry  our-  banner  anywhere. 
If  released  they  would  soon  return  to  again  do  vigorous  battle  for  our 
cause.  We  are  told  that  the  only  obstacle  in  the  way  of  exchange  is 
the  status  of  enlisted  negroes  captured  from  our  armies;  the  United 
States  claiming  that  the  cartel  covers  all  who  serve  under  its  flag  and 
the  Confederate  States  refusing  to  consider  the  negro  soldiers,  hereto- 
fore slaves,  as  prisoners  of  war.  We  beg  leave  to  suggest  some  facts 
bearing  upon  the  question  of  exchange  which  we  would  urge  upon  this 
consideration. 

Is  it  not  consistent  with  the  national  honor,  without  waiving  the 
claim  that  the  negro  soldiers  shall  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  yet  to 
effect  an  excliauge  of  the  white  soldiers?  The  two  classes  are  treated 
differently  by  the  enemy,  the  white  is  confined  in  such  prisons  as  Libby 
and  Andersonville,  starved  and  treated  with  a  barbarism  unknown  to 
civilized  nations,  the  black, on  the  contrary,  is  seldom  imprisoned;  they 
are  distributed  among  the  citizens  or  employed  upon  Government 
works.  Under  these  circumstances  they  receive  enough  to  eat  and  are 
worked  no  harder  than  accustomed  to;  they  are  neither  starved  nor 
killed  off  by  the  pestilence  in  the  dungeons  of  Richmond  and  Charles- 
ton. It  is  true  they  are  again  made  slaves,  but  their  slavery  is  freedom 
and  happiness  compared  with  the  cruel  existence  imposed  upon  our 
gallant  men.  They  are  not  bereft  of  hope,  as  are  the  Union  soldiers 
dying  by  inches.  Their  chances  of  escape  are  tenfold  greater  than 
those  of  the  white  soldiers,  and  their  condition,  viewed  in  all  its  lights, 
is  tolerable  i  n  comparison  with  that  of  the  prisoners  of  war  now  languish- 
ing in  the  dens  and  ])ens  of  'Siccssion." 
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While,  therefore,  believing  the  claims  of  our  Goveriiinent  in  matters 
of  exchange  to  be  just,  we  yet  are  profoundly  impressed  with  the  convic- 
tion that  the  circumstances  of  the  classes  of  soldiers  are  so  widely 
different  that  the  Government  can  honorably  consent  to  an  exchange, 
waiting  for  a  time  to  establish  the  principle  justly  claimed  to  be  appli- 
cable in  the  case. 

Let  35,000  suffering,  starving,  and  dying  enlisted  men  aid  this  appeal 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Eepublic  for  prompt  and  decisive  action 
in  their  behalf;  35,000  heroes  will  be  made  happy.  For  the  1,800  com- 
missioned officers,  now  prisoners,  we  urge  nothing.  Although  desirous 
of  returning  to  our  duty,  we  can  bear  imprisonment  with  more  fortitude 
if  the  enlisted  men,  whose  sufferings  we  know  to  be  intolerable,  were 
restored  to  liberty  and  life. 

J.  B.  DORR, 

Colonel  Eighth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
T.  J.  HARRISON, 

Colonel  Eighth  Indiana  Cavalry. 
GEORGE  STONEMAN, 

Major- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 

(Indorseiiieiit.  I 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Office  Provost-Marshal-Genekal, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  August  19,  1804. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

This  letter  was  received  from  Private  Prescott  Tracy,  a  private  of 
Eighty-second  New  York  Volunteers,  who  concealed  it  in  his  stock,  and 
by  direction  of  General  Stoueman  delivered  it  to  me.  Private  Tracy 
was  exchanged  on  18th  instant  at  Port  Royal  Ferry.  A  statement 
with  other  important  documents  from  Private  Tracy  accompanies  this 
document. 

JAMBS  F.  HALL, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Provost-Marshal- General,  Dept,  of  the  South. 

[Inclusure  No.  2.] 

Minutes  of  a  meeting   of  the  sergeants  commanding   detachments   of 
prisoners  at  Andersonville,  Ga. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  sergeants  in  charge  of  the  various  detachments 
of  prisoners  confined  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  held  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  some  action  to  properly  re])resent  the  present  condition  of  the 
prisoners  to  our  Government  at  Washington,  and  thereby  secure,  if 
possible,  a  speedy  redress  of  the  wrongs  complained  of,  the  following 
committee  was  appointed,  who,  after  due  consultation,  reported  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Committee.— WiUiam  W.  Johnson,  chairman:  H.  C.  Higffinson,  J  S 
Banks,  E,  W.  Webb.  *^  ' 

Preami»ie.— Apparently  one  of  the  sad  effects  of  the  progress  of  this 
terrible  war  has  been  to  deaden  our  sympathies  and  make  us  more 
selfish  than  we  were  when  the  tocsin  of  battle  strife  first  sounded  in 
the  land.  Perhaps  this  state  of  public  feeling  was  to  have  been  antici- 
pated. The  frequency  with  which  you  iiear  of  captures  in  battles,  and 
tiie  accounts  which  you  have  seen  of  their  treatment,  has  robbed  the 
spectacle  of  its  novelty  and,  by  a  law  of  our  nature,  has  taken  off"  the 
edge  of  sensibilities  and  made  them  less  the  object  of  interest.     No 
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one  can  know  the  horrors  of  imprisonment  in  crowded  and  filtby 
quarters  but  him  who  has  endured  it,  and  it  requires  a  brave  heart  not 
to  succumb.  But  hunger,  filth,  nakedness,  squalor,  and  disease  are 
as  nothing  compared  with  the  heartsickness  which  wears  prisoners 
down,  most  of  them  young  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment  have  expired, 
and  many  of  them  with  nothing  to  attach  them  to  the  cause  in  which 
they  suffer  but  principle  and  love  of  country  aud  of  friends.  Does  the 
misfortune  of  being  taken  prisoner  make  us  less  the  object  of  interest 
and  value  to  our  Governmenf?  If  such  you  plead,  plead  it  no  longer. 
These  are  no  common  men,  and  it  is  no  common  merit  that  they  call 
upon  you  to  aid  in  their  release  from  captivity. 

We,  undersigned  sergeants  in  the  TJ.  S.  Army,  liaving  in  charge  the 
various  deta(;liments  of  prisoners  now  confined  in  Andersonville,  Ga., 
would  respectfully  represent: 

First.  That  a  large  portion  of  the  prisoners  have  been  held  as  such 
for  ])erioils  ranging  from  nine  to  fifteen  months,  subject  to  all  hard- 
ships and  privations  incident  to  a  state  of  captivity  in  an  enemy's 
country. 

Second.  That  there  are  now  confined  in  this  prison  from  25,000  to 
30,000  men,  with  daily  accessions  of  hundreds,  and  that  the  mortality 
among  them,  generated  by  various  causes,  such  as  change  of  climate, 
dirt,  and  want  of  proper  exercise,  is  becoming  truly  frightful  to  con- 
template, and  is  rapidly  increasing  in  virulence,  decimating  their  ranks 
by  hundreds  weekly. 

Third.  In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts  we,  your  petitioners,  most 
earnestly  yet  respectfully  pray  that  some  action  be  immediately  taken 
to  effect  our  speedy  release,  either  on  parole  or  by  exchange,  the 
dictates  both  of  humanity  and  justice  alike  demanding  it  on  the  part 
of  our  Government. 

Fourth,  We  shall  look  forward  with  a  hoj)eful  confidence  that  some- 
thing will  be  speedily  done  in  this  matter,  bi-lieving  that  a  proper  state- 
ment of  the  facts  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  secure  a  redress  of  the  griev- 
ances complained  of. 

Fifth.  The  above  has  been  read  to  each  detachment  by  its  respective 
sergeant  and  been  approved  by  the  men,  who  have  unanimously  author- 
ized each  sergeant  to  sign  it  as  will  and  deed  of  the  whole. 

Names  of  sergeants  commanding  detachments:  W.  H.  H.  Berden, 
Company  K,  Ninety-ninth  Ohio  Volunteers;  W.  H.  Henderson,  Com- 
pany F,  Seventy  eighth  Illinois;  W.  D.  Gilmore,  Company  H,  Fourth 
Maine;  W.  O.  Washburn,  Company  M,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Cavalry; 
Cyrenins  Streetes,  Company  C,  One  hundred  and  eighth  New  York; 
W.  T.  Timberlake,  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  Thomas  Hall, 
U.  S.  JIariues;  Kdward  Hughs,  Company  A,  First  Illinois  Artillery; 
Elias  B.  Moore,  Company  F,  Seventy- second  Ohio;  Dave  Coffee; 
David  Wolf,  Company  H,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry;  Gustavus  A. 
J iickson,  Company  B,  First  New  Jersey;  R.  M.  Snyder,  Company  G, 
Eighth  Missouri;  Charles  M.  Belknap,  Company  F,  Fifty-first  Ohio; 
Charles  Carter,  Comi)any  I,  Thirty-fifth  Indiana;  Kufus  G.  Barker, 
Company  U,  Seventh  Tennessee;  John  M.  Rhodes,  Company  A,  Seventh 
Tennessee;  F.  M.  Modglin,  quartermaster-sergeant.  Twenty-ninth  Illi- 
nois; George  H.  Hill,  drum  ma.jor.  Eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers; 
Benjamin  Baxter;  G.  C.  Wright,  Company  C,  Twenty-fourth  New  York; 
S.  F.  Sullivan,  Company  H,  Second  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery; 
James  E.  Drom,  Thirty-third  Wisconsin ;  H.  F.  Simmons;  P.  H.  Oulson ; 
John  Ebersole,  Company  H,  Fifth  United  States;  Anson  D.  Ellis,  Com- 
pany I,  One  hundred  and  forty-sixth  New  York;  D.  M.  McCune,  Seventh 
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Pennsylvania  Reserves;  O.  W.  Root,  Company  A,  One  hundred  and 
tbrtietb  New  York;  William  McManus,  Company  K,  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves;  Robert  J.  Brovrn,  C'ompany  C,  One  hundred  and 
iortietli  New  York;  William  Kemp,  Company  L,  First  Connecticut  Cav- 
iiliy;  F.  Gohrs,  Company  I,  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry;  G.  W. 
Mc-Millen,  Company  I,  One  hundicd  and  twenty  second  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry;  Russell  ("oons,  Comi)aiiy  C,  Twenty-flrst  New  York; 
.]osei)h  Beesiey,  Compaiiy  F,  Sixty-third  New  York ;  -iohn  M.  Fareacre, 
Company  1,  First  1  )('l;nvare  Volunteer  Infantry ;  V.  A.  Thompson,  Com- 
pany D,  Seventeenth  Michigan ;  Henjaniin  Benton,  Comi)aiiy  (i,  Ninety- 
tiitli  I'ennsylvania;  B.  T.  Tindall,  Company  E,  One  hundred  and  nine- 
teenth Pennsylvania;  F.  R.  Eidel,  Company  B,  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania; 
R.  Bishop. sergeant-miijor.  Thirty-ninth  Illinois;  Sumner  Frost,  Company 
I,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts;  James  Abell,  Company  A,  Twenty- 
seventh  Massachusetts;  Frank  Swift,  mortar  schooner  Dan  Smith; 
E.  L.  Sarsens,  Company  0,  Fourth  New  Hampshire;  John  Abbott, 
Company  G,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania;  John  Amber,  Company  K, 
Seventy- second  Pennsylvania;  Stickney  S.  Gale,  Company  K,  Fourth 
New  Hampshire;  J.  W.  Hilton,  Company  G,  Second  Vermont;  J.  W. 
Lunt,  Company  A,  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts;  H.  W.  Tisdale,  Com- 
pany I,  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts;  Allen  Barringer,  Company  I, 
Forty-fourth  New  York;  John  I.  Donnelly,  Company  H,  Fifth  U.  S. 
Cavalry;  II.  N.  Von  Rotten  burg,  Company  B,  Fifth  New  York  Vet- 
eran Volunteer  Infantry;  I.  P.  Nixson,  Company  K,  First  Dela- 
ware; J.  H.  Marvin,  Company  C,  Fifth  Vermont  Volunteers;  C.  E. 
McClain,  quartermaster-sergeant.  Thirtieth  Ohio  Cavalry  [sic];  John 
Julian,  Company  C,  Sixth  New  York;  A.  Thalheimer,  Company  B, 
Twenty-third  Pennsylvania;  John  J.  Mumford,  Company  K,  Second 
New  York;  Isaac  L.  Persouens,  Company  L,  First  North  Carolina;  tj. 
N.  Hancock,  Company  K,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  F. 
Webers,  Comi)any  G,  Ninth  Maine;  James  S.  Banks,  Company  L, 
Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  William  M.  Gregg,  Company  K, 
Ninety-third  Indiana;  J.  Caren,  Company  D,  Forty-second  New  York; 


pany  B,  Fifth  Indiana;  Charles  Walker,  Compajiy  A,  Forty-seventh 
New  York;  James  T.  Pope,  Company  G,  Fifth  Indiana;  John  Crom- 
well, Company  A,  One  hundredth  Ohio  Volunteer  Iniantry;  Maurice 
Miller,  Company  A,  Third  Penn.sylvania  Artillery;  J.  S.  Anderson, 
Eighty-ninth  Illinois;  John  Neal;  H  L.  Dempsey;  John  A.  Wiley, 
Company  G,  Forty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  Gilbert  J.  Stark, 
Company  B,  Thirty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  W.  R.  Graham 
Company  F,  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania;  Denton  C.  Tomkins', 
( Company  B,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York;  A.  C.  Denmaii" 
Company  B,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  j' 
Shater,  Company  0,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana;  John  A.  Bowen;  Amos 
Putnam,  Company  D,  Eighty  ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  N.  S 
Price,  Company  E,  Seventeenth  Ohio  Vohniteer  Infantry;  W  E  Pal- 
mer, Company  F,  Fifteentli  West  Virginia  Inlautry;  C.  H.  McCluro-- 
J.  S.  J.  Eaton,  Company  A,  Tenth  Wisconsin;  S.  B.  Husted-  L  Ovelr' 
peck,  Company  F,  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania;  J.  P.  Jenkins,' Company 
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McCarol,  Company  F,  Third  New  York  Cavalry ;  A.  E.  Wills,  Seveiity- 
secoud  Peiinsyh^ania;  W.  W.  Clark,  Company  G,  Ninety-third  New 
York ;  H.  K.  Sumner,  Company  I,  One  hundred  and  forty  tit'tli  Pennsyl- 
vania; John  L.  Jacobs,  Company  C,  One  hundred  and  eighty  fourth 
Pennsylvania;  L.  Moore,  Company  A,  Twenty-second  New  York;  C,  H. 
McCoy,  Company  P,  One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  appoint- 
ing delegates  to  present  a  petition  from  the  prisoners  confined  in  the 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  military  prison  to  the  United  States  Government, 
to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  and  to  the  Associated  Press  of 
the  United  States,  the  following-named  gentlemen  were  unanimously 
nominated:  Edward  Bates,  chairman;  U.  C.  Higginson,  S.  Noirot,  F. 
Garland,  W.  N.  Johnson,  P.  Tracy. 

On  motion,  it  was  decided  that  tlie  following  letter  should  accompany 
the  copy  of  the  petition  which  is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Confederate 
authorities  at  Richmond : 

Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  July  30, 1864. 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  circulation  of  the  inclosed  petition  we  would 
respectfully  urge  the  necessity  of  having  representatives  from  the 
prisoners  here  confined,  who  will  be  permitted  to  convey  within  the 
U.  8.  lines  and  place  before  the  people,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Associated  Press  of  the  United  States,  also  the  Governors  of  the  respec- 
tive States,  and  to  the  Executive  authority  of  the  United  States,  the 
facts  contained  in  the  accompanying  documents,  and  do  whatever  may 
be  advisable  in  reference  thereto.  Believing  as  we  do  that  such  a 
course  would  best  subserve  the  ends  in  view,  we,  as  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  respectfully  submit  the  following-named  persons,  subject  to 
your  approval,  to  consummate  the  undertaking:  Edward  Bates,  Com- 
pany K,  Forty-second  New  York;  R.  C.  Higginson,  Company  K,  Nine- 
teenth Illinois;  S.  Noirot,  William  N.Johnson,  F.Garland;  Prescott 
Tracy,  Company  G,  Eighty-second  New  York. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  6.30  o'clock,  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  the  general  meeting. 

S.  NOIKOT, 

Chairman. 
C.  A.  McCLASKEY, 

Secretary  for  Committee. 

[Inclosure  "No.  3.] 

Office  of  the  Peovost-Marshal  General, 

Department  of  the  South, 
mUon  Head,  8.  C,  August  19,  1864. 
Prescott  Tracy,  private  Company  G,  Eighty-second  Now  York  Vol- 
unteers, from  New  York  City,  a  prisoner  of  war,  captured  at  Petersburg 
on  the  22d  of  June;  from  Petersburg  was  taken  to  Richmond;  from 
Richmond  to  Belle  Island.  Over  1,200  men  were  at  Belle  Island ;  we 
were  starved  there;  our  treatment  was  very  bad.  From  Belle  Island 
we  were  taken  to  Lynchburg;  thence  we  marched  seventy-five  miles  to 
Danville;  it  took  five  days,  and  all  we  had  to  eat  was  a  few  crackers, 
from  eleven  to  fifteen  for  each  man  for  the  trip.  At  Danville  we  were 
well  treated.  From  Danville  we  went  to  Andersonville,  and  were 
nearly  starved  to  death;  we  had  no  shelter;  they  stole  our  blankets, 
money,  coft'ee,  and  everything;  we  were  completely  robbed.  On  the 
road  down  some  of  the  officers  made  the  men  take  the  rings  off  their 
fingers.    Most  of  the  men  at  Andersonville  are  nearly  naked;  they 
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steal  tbe  clotliing  off  your  back ;  they  stole  my  shirt,  the  only  one  I 
had;  they  made  me  take  it  of!'. 

Some  of  the  men  have  no  clothing  except  a  meal-bag  with  a  hole  cut 
for  their  head  and  others  for  their  arms,  their  clothing  having  been  all 
stolen. 

"We  have  no  shelter  whatever  from  sun,  rain,  or  cold;  no  covering  at 
night.  Full  one  half  are  sick  with  malignant  diarrhea  and  scurvy,  the 
worst  and  most  loathsome  kind.  There  are  some  34r,C72  prisoners  there ; 
from  80  to  145  die  daily.  We  And  them  lying  dead  all  over  the  camp 
in  the  morning.  The  hospital  department  is  outside  the  stockade,  with 
a  few  tents,  but  most  of  the  men  are  on  the  ground  without  bed  or 
shelter.  The  surgeons,  as  a  general  rule,  are  kind,  and  do  what  they 
can,  but  they  have  no  medicine  and  very  little  means  of  doing  for  the 
sick. 

The  petition  inclosed  was  suggested  by  some  of  the  rebel  sergeants 
who  call  the  roll;  they  asked  why  we  did  not  get  up  a  petition  to  our 
Government.  The  authorities  gave  us  the  paper,  and  it  was  agreed,  if 
we  would  tell  nothing  but  the  truth,  it  would  be  forwarded  to  the  rebel 
Government  and  thence  to  Washington,  to  endeavor  to  eftect  a  parole. 
I  was  one  of  the  committee.  I  desire  to  be  permitted  to  go  to  Wash- 
ington, together  with  the  three  men.  Bates,  Higginson,  and  Noirot,  and 
personally  represent  tlie  case  to  the  President.  The  statement  was  got 
up  so  as  to  pass  the  rebel  authorities ;  it  does  not  tell  a  tithe,  no,  not  a 
thousandth  part  of  our  miseries. 

The  letter  from  General  Stoneman,  Colonels  Dorr  and  Harrison  was 
handed  to  me  by  General  S.  on  the  night  before  we  started,  when  in 
Charleston  prison.  I  hid  it  in  my  stock ;  ray  stock  was  taken  away  and 
thrown  away  by  the  rebels;  I  took  it  up  again  and  brought  it  through, 
and  did  not  take  the  letter  out  until  I  gave  it  to  Colonel  Hall,  provost- 
Diarshal-general.    I  did  not  know  its  contents.* 

PEESOOTT  TEAOY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  19th  day  of  August,  1864,  at 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 

JAMES  F.  HALL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Provost- Marshal- General. 

[Inclosuro  No.  4.| 

Hilton  Head,  August  19,  1864. 

Prescott  Tracy,  Eighty-second  New  York  Volunteers,  a  prisoner  of 
war,  exchanged  at  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  on  the  18th  instant,  states  that 
Captain  Wirz,  post  captain  at  Audersonville,  [who]  has  charge  of  the 
Union  prisoners  at  the  C.  S.  prison.  Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga., 
is  a  brutal  monster.  When  the  men  come  to  the  camp,  worn  out  and 
weary,  they  are  kept  in  the  hot  sun;  and  if  they  attempt  to  sit  down 
or  go  aside  to  relieve  the  calls  of  nature  he  orders  them  to  be  shot,  and 

it  is  often  done.    His  usual  language  is  "You  G—  d —  son  of  a  b h 

stand  up  in  line  or  I  will  shoot  you  down."  ' 

If  there  are  any  Germans  he  takes  them  to  his  private  ofQce  and  has 
conversation  with  them ;  I  can't  tell  what  about,  but  we  all  think  it 
suspicious.  The  Germans  are  treated  better  than  other  prisoners. 
They  will  not  tell  us  what  is  said  or  done  in  these  private  conversa- 
tions. All  the  orders  for  .shooting  and  ill-treating  our  men  in  the  vile 
manner  it  is  done  come  from  him.  He  tells  his  men  that  every  Yankee 
they  kill  is  a  day  less  to  serve  in  the  army. 

*  See  p.  616. 
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[In<1or»uniRnt.] 


Respectfully  forwarded  to  cominauding  general  of  the  department. 

JAMES  F.  HALL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal-General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  19,  1864. 
Major-General  Foster,  Department  of  the  South  • 

General:  The  testimony  of  our  prisoners  at  llichmond  abundantly 
proved  that  they  received  only  a  small  portion  of  the  stores  sent  to 
them.  Most  of  these  stores  were  used  by  the  rebels  themselves, 
whether  by  the  authority  or  connivance  of  their  own  Government  and 
officers  is  not  known. 

It  is  stated  that  in  many  cases,  where  the  stores  were  actually  dis- 
tributed to  our  prisoners  and  the  distribution  witnessed  and  certified  to 
by  our  officers,  the  guards  actually  removed  them,  either  being  ordered 
to  do  so  or  acting  on  their  own  responsibility.  Nevertheless,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  authorizes  the  sending  of  necessary  supplies  to  our  pris- 
oners where  measures  can  be  taken  to  insure  their  enjoyment  of  the 
supplies  so  sent.  To  turn  over  such  supplies  to  the  rebel  authorities 
without  security  as  to  their  delivery  would  only  be  adding  so  much  to 
the  support  of  the  rebel  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


New  Orleans,  August  19, 1864. 
Col.  G.  0.  D WIGHT,  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 

General  Herron  had  no  authority  for  concluding  an  agreement  for 
exchange.  Please  to  ascertain  what  persons  are  affected  by  it,  and  if 
the  conditions  involve  a  precedent  that  will  conflict  with  the  principle 
ot  the  cartel  or  the  instructions  heretofore  given  you  it  will  not  be  rat- 
itied ;  if  you  find  no  objections  of  this  kind  it  may  be  ratified. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  li.  S.  Canby: 

C.  T.  CHRISTENSEN, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  August  19, 1864. 
General  S.  Coopek,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  letter  of  E.  M.  Johnston, 
aide-de-camp,  of  July  2,  1864,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  relating  to  pris- 
oners paroled  at  this  post,  and  written  by  direction  of  Governor  Brown, 
of  Georgia,  inclosing  letter  from  some  unknown  person.  If  it  were  not 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  should  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  say  anything  in  answer  to  an  anonymous  communication. 

This  system  of  paroling  jmsoners  for  work  began  with  the  foundation 
of  the  prison,  both  on  account  of  expediency  and  necessity,  and,  so  far 
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as  I  know,  no  complaiut  has  been  made  of  any  bad  effect  resulting  from 
the  practice ;  even  the  very  vigilant  unknown  admits  he  knows  of  no 
complaint  up  to  this  time.  I  admit  that  1  do  not  like  the  practice,  and 
on  my  arrival  set  to  work  to  try  and  get  rid  of  it,  but  I  found  it  impos- 
sible, and  I  was  obliged  to  adopt  such  a  system  as  was  forced  upon  me 
by  circumstances,  and  not  such  a  system  as  I  think  best  and  which  I 
would  desire. 

I  inclose  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Furlow,  one  of  the  most 
respectable  and  inflneiitial  men  in  this  section,  and  who  has  great  inter- 
ests at  stake  and  liable  to  be  damaged  by  any  improper  use  of  paroled 
prisoners.*  There  are  many,  as  I  think  you  will  soon  find,  that  adopt 
their  own  notions  of  Avhat  ought  and  wliat  ought  not  to  be  done  at  a 
])Ost  like  this,  and  tlien  find  fault  with  everything  that  does  not  corre- 
spond to  their  ideas,  without  sufficient  information  on  the  subject  to  know 
whether  their  ideas  are  practicable  and  can  be  carried  out  or  whether 
the  course  condemned  by  them  is  not  compelled  by  circumstances.  If 
either  the  Governoi  or  the  unknown  writer  had  applied  to  me  they 
would  have  gotten  all  the  information  on  the  subject  they  desired. 
There  was  no  desire  on  my  part  at  concealment,  as  my  letter  of  July  3 
will  show. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


Camp  Sumtek,  Ga.,  August  19, 1864. 
Maj.  F.  W.  DiLLABD,  Quartermaster,  Columbus,  Ga.  : 

Major:  All  work  at  this  post  has  nearly  ceased  for  want  of  nails. 
I  have  tried  to  purchase  them  in  every  direction,  including  Wilmington. 
If  you  can  possibly  furnish  nie  please  do  so  at  once  and  as  largely  as 
you  can.  1  shall  need  at  least  200  kegs,  100  of  which  should  be 
8  pennies  and  the  remaining  100  assorted  sizes.  I  would  also  be  much 
obliged  if  you  could  furnish  me  a  pair  of  blacksmith's  bellows  and  a 
shipment  of  iron  and  steel.  The  su])ply  of  tents  here  is  totally  inade- 
quate to  the  demand.  Cannot  you  supply  me  with  these?  I  need  some 
250  tents.  I  would  be  very  glad  if  you  could  visit  this  post,  as  I  am 
anxious  you  sliould  see  my  extreme  necessities  here,  and  think  you 
would  give  me  all  the  assistance  in  your  power ;  in  addition  to  this  I  am 
about  establishing  a  large  Government  shoe-shop.  I  can  furnish  from 
500  to  1,000  shoemakers  at  once  (prisoners  of  war),  and  as  you  have 
charge  of  the  leather  department  1  would  be  glad  if  you  would  take 
charge  of  this  factory,  but  want  to  see  you  in  person  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  I  would  visit  you  at  Columbus,  but  find  it  iuipossible  to  get 
away  from  the  post  at  this  time,  but  think  it  very  necessary  for  me  to 
see  you  in  regard  to  tliis  shoe  factory  at  once,  and  hope  you  will  make 
it  convenient  to  come. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  WINDER, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

N.  B.— I  need  very  much  some  inch  rope  for  several  purposes.  Please 
furnisH  me  a  coil  if  possible. 

*  See  August  16,  p.  601. 
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Gamp  Sumter,  Ga.,  August  19, 1864. 
[Major  DiLLARD :] 

Major:  lam  in  great  need  of  twenty- five  more  iron  kettles,  say 
from  forty  to  sixty  gallons  each.  Tlease  furnish  me,  if  possible  so  to 
ilo,  at  once. 

Eespectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  WINDEE, 
Captain  and  Quartermaster. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  August  20, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  was  received  two  days 
since.  The  information  given  yon  by  deserters  and  the  U,  S.  officers 
exchanged  on  the  3d  instant,  that  there  were  other  U.  S.  officers,  pris- 
oners of  war,  confined  in  this  city,  is  correct.  Others  have  since  arrived, 
as  you  have  probably  already  ascertained  by  the  masses  of  letters  they 
have  been  permitted  to  send  under  flag  of  truce  to  your  lines. 

You  are  mistaken  if  you  suppose  those  prisoners  have  been  sent  here 
.  for  the  purpose  of  being  placed  in  positions  where  they  may  be  reached 
by  your  shot.  They  are  placed  here  by  the  Government  simply  because 
it  is  found  more  convenient  at  present  to  confine  them  here  than  else- 
where. When  proper  arrangements  are  made  for  their  accommodation 
elsewhere  they  may  be  removed,  but  their  removal  will  not  be  hurried 
or  retarded  by  yonr  threat  to  place  an  equal  number  of  G.  S.  officers, 
prisoners  of  war,  under  our  fire.  I  do  not  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me 
to  keep  yon  informed  of  the  number  and  rank  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
and  where  they  are  located;  not  that  I  desire  any  concealment  in  the 
matter,  as  you  may  know  from  the  fact  that  they  are  permitted  to 
communicate  very  fnlly  and  freely  by  letters  with  their  friends,  and 
their  letters  pass  through  your  headquarters. 

In  reply  to  your  reiterated  declaration  that  to  confine  prisoners  ot 
war  in  Charleston  is  cruel  and  inconsistent  with  the  usage  of  civilized 
warfare,  I  have  to  reply  that  I  differ  with  you  in  opinion  on  that  point, 
and  refer  you  for  my  views  on  the  subject  to  a  letter  which  I  addressed 
to  you  on  the  22d  of  June  last. 

You  will  permit  me  to  add  that  the  only  treatment  received  by  the 
prisoners  of  war  now  in  our  possession  that  is  in  disregard  of  the 
usages  of  civilized  warfare  they  receive  at  the  hands  of  their  own 
Government.  They  are  certainly  as  prisoners  of  war  justly  entitled 
to  fair  and  honorable  exchange,  and  that  their  Government  denies 
them. 

I  am  ready  at  any  time  to  send  yon  every  prisoner  of  war  now  in  this 
department  if  you  will  give  me  in  exchange  an  equal  number  of  G.  S. 
prisoners,  man  for  man,  rank  for  rank,  or  their  equivalents. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major- General. 


Washington,  D.  G.,  August  20, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  E.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi: 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  yonr  commnuication  of  4th  instant,  forwarding  a 
cartel  agxeed  upon  July  28,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  prisoners 
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of  war  referred  to  in  the  second  aud  third  articles  of  said  cartel  will  be 
]ilaie(l  at  your  disposal  by  Colonel  Hoifman,  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners,  as  soon  as  practicable,  of  which  he  will  advise  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  August  30,  1864. 
Major-General  Butler  : 

Major  Elliott  having  been  taken  sick,  Maj.  Thomas  S.  Mills  has  been 
])laced  in  close  confinement  in  his  place  as  a  hostage  for  Major  Gofl'  at 
Fort  Delaware. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headqxiarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  of  Provost-Marshal-General, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  20, 1864. 
[General  W.  S.  Kosecrans:] 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  herewith  additional 
testimony  relating  to  the  existence,  objects,  and  purposes  of  the  secret 
association  known  as  "The  Order  of  the  American  Knights,"  which 
removes  all  possible  doubt,  if  any  yet  remained,  of  the  existence  of 
such  an  order,  and  of  its  disloyal  objects  and  treasonable  character. 

Document  marked  A  is  a  brief  statement,  made  under  oath  by 
Charles  L.  Hunt,  at  his  own  instance  and  of  his  own  free  will  and 
accord.  It  will  be  perceived,  by  reference  to  it,  that  he  freely  and 
frankly  admits  that  the  statement  made  by  him  under  oath  at  the  time 
of  his  arrest  was  untrue.  In  that  statement  he  denied  all  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  such  an  order,  aud  also  that  he  was  a  member  of  it. 
In  the  last  statement,  which  is  forwarded  herewith,  he  says  be  knows 
that  there  is  such  a  secret  association  as  the  O.  A.  K. ;  that  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same,  having  joined  it  over  a  year-since ;  has  been  the  grand 
commander  of  the  order  for  the  State  of  Missouri,  but  resigned  the 
grand  commandership  and  witlidrew  from  the  order  just  previous  to 
his  arrest.  He  also  now  so  far  qualifies  his  former  statement  under 
oath  as  to  admit  that  all  those  whom  be  met  at  Vallandigham's  head- 
quarters at  Canada  in  April  last  were  members  of  the  order. 

Document  B  is  tlio  sworn  examination  of  Charles  B.  Dunn,  who,  it 
will  be  seen,  not  only  acknowledges  the  existence  of  the  order,  but 
admits  himself  to  be  the  deputy  grand  commander  of  it  for  the  State 
ot  Missouri,  aud  vii  tually  sustains  the  truth  of  all  the  representations 
made  of  it  in  my  former  report. 

Document  C  is  the  second  statement  under  oath  made  by  Green  B. 
Smith  at  his  own  request  and  of  his  own  accord. 

Though  in  his  first  statement  he  denied  all  knowledge  of  any  such 
organization,  he  now  gives  a  full  history  of  it,  admits  himself  to  be  the 
grand  secretary  of  tlie  order,  and  discloses  its  treasonable  character 
in  all  its  naked  deformity, 

Messrs.  Hunt,  Dunn,  and  Smith,  having  thus  voluntarily  unbosomed 
their  secret,  confessed  their  connection  with  the  order,  expressed  their 
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anxiety  to  sever  themselves  from  it  aud  renounce  all  its  obligations, 
have,  on  their  own  special  application,  been  released  from  imprisonment 
by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  giving  bond  with  surety  for  their 
loyal  behavior  hereafter,  and  that  they  will  appear  for  trial  for  their 
past  conduct  when  called  for,  the  first  named  giving  bond  in  $10, 000 
and  the  latter  each  in  $5, 000. 

J.  P.  SANDEKSON, 

Provost- Marshal-  Oeneral. 


Examination  of  Charles   L.  Hunt  by   Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  Prot^ost- 
Marshal- General  [I>^artment\  of  the  Missouri. 

Saint  Louis,  July  23, 1864. 
Question.  Mr.  Hunt,  state  your  full  name. 
Answer.  CbarlRS  L.  Hunt. 
Question.  Citizen  of  Saint  Louis? 
Answer.  Of  the  county  of  Saint  Louis. 

Question.  Are  yon  the  Oharles  L.  Hunt  that  has  been  arrested  by  an 
order  issued  by  myself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now  in  Gratiot  Street  Prison  in  pursuance  of  that  arrest? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  an  order  or  secret  association 
existing  in  this  department? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  State  the  name  and  character  of  that  organization. 

Answer.  It  is  known  by  two  names:  that  of  "The  American  Association"  is  the 
outside  name,  and  "The  Order  of  American  Knights"  is  the  other. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  of  it? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  When  did  you  become  a  member  of  it? 

Answer.  On  the  8th  of  March,  1863. 

Question.  Where,  sir? 

Answer;  In  Saint  Louis. 

Question.  Did  you  hold  any  position  in  the  organization? 

Answer.  I  did,  sir. 

Question.  Please  state  what  position. 

Answer.  Grand  commander  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Question.  When  did  you  become  so? 

Answer.  Sometime  in  September,  1863. 

Question.  Did  yon  continue  so  to  the  time  of  your  arrest? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  resigned  entirely  from  the  order  on  tlie  14th  or  16th  of  May, 
1864,  I  ilon't  remember  which.     I  was  arrested  on  the  27th. 

Question.  Had  you  any  reasons  for  giving  your  resignation? 

Answer.  I  desired  to   withdraw  aud  availed  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  in 
which  I  could  honorably  do  so. 
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Question.  Daring  the  time  that  you  were  a  member  of  the  order  did 
you  in  that  character  make  any  visit  to  Mr.  Vallandigham  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  that  character.  I  did  go  there,  not  as  grand  commander  of  the 
order,  but  those  of  us  'who  met  there  belonged  to  the  order. 

CHAS.  L.  HUNT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  33d  day  of  July,  1864. 

J.  P.  SANDEESON, 

Provost-Marshal-  General. 

B. 

Charles  E.  Dunn,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  was  born  in  Maryland  and  raised  in  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
living  in  this  State  about  fifteen  years,  and  engaged  as  superintendent 
of  gaslights  for  the  Saint  Louis  Gaslight  Company. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Federal 
Government? 

Answer.  I  have,  having  voted  at  all  local  elections  for  the  time  I  have  lived  in 
Saint  Louis. 

Question.  Are  you  now  and  have  you  been  during  the  existing  rebel- 
lion an  unconditional  Union  man? 

Answer.  I  am  a  peace  man,  opposed  to  secession. 

Question.  Are  you  in  favor  of  arming  the  negroes? 

Answer.  If  they  are  to  be  free,  yes;  if  not,  and  this  war  is  to  be  carried  on  under 
tlio  Constitution,  I  think  arming  them  will  do  more  injury  than  good. 

Question.  Have  you  during  the  existing  rebellion  given  an  earnest 
support  to  the  Federal  Government  in  ettbrts  to  suppress  said  rebellion  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  to  the  contrary. 
Question.  What  is  your  age? 
Answer.  I  am  forty  years  old. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  in  military  service? 
Answer.  I  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Mormon  war  in  1845. 

Question.  What  were  your  relations  with  the  "Minute  Men"  in  this 
city  at  the  commencement  of  this  rebellion? 
Answer.  Had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Question.  Have  you  during  the  present  rebellion  given  aid  in  any 
manner  to  those  engaged  in  it? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  within  the  last  three  years,  directly  or  indirectly 
been  the  recipient  of  written  or  verbal  communications  from  any  one' 
and  particularly  Sterling  Price,  of  the  so-called  Confederate  Army?    ' 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  not  regarded  by  your  relatives  and  correspond- 
ents as  a  rebel  sympathizer? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Charles  L.  Hunt,  of  Saint  Louis? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  intimately. 
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Questiou.  What  are  your  relations  now  and' what  have  they  hereto- 
fore been  with  him? 

Answer.  Our  political  views  are  precisely  alike,  both  being  Demociats;  besides  I 
had  business  lelations  -with  him. 

Question.  Have  you  not  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  Mr.  Hunt  at 
his  ofQce  on  Sixth  street  very  frequently  within  the  last  six  months? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  two  or  three  times  a  week. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  those  visits? 

Answer.  To  obtain  funds  frorn  him  to  go  into  the  wholesale  liq[uor  business  with 
E.  J.  Rae. 

Question.  Has  not  the  office  or  building  in  which  his  office  is  situated 
been  used  for  the  past  six  mouths  or  year  as  the  headquarters  of  a 
political  organization  'i 

Answer.  I  decline  answering  that  question. 

Question.  Have  you  not  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  Mr.  Hunt's 
office  or  the  building  in  which  it  is  situated  for  secret  political  purposes 
within  the  last  six  months  or  year? 

Answer.  I  decline  answering  that  questiou. 

Question.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  that  secret  political  meetings 
have  been  held  in  Mr.  Hunt's  office  or  the  building  in  which  it  is 
situated? 

Answer.  I  must  decline  answering  that  questiou. 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  now,  or  have  you  been  within  the  past 
year,  of  any  secret  political  organization? 

Answer.  I  have  been,  but  am  not  now. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  such  secret  political  organization  ? 
Answer.  A  restoration  of  the  Union. 

Question.  Did  you  not  at  the  time  you  were  a  member  of  said  secret 
political  organization  hold  an  official  position  therein? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  was  that  position  ? 

Answer.  Second  in  command  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  said  secret  political  organization 
at  the  time  you  were  a  member  of  it? 

Answer.  I  am  not  permitted  to  tell. 

Question.  Why  not? 

Auswer.  Because  I  am  bound  by  an  oath  never  to  reveal  it. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  penalty? 

Answer.  Death. 

Question.  Did  you  become  a  member  of  said  secret  political  organi- 
zation understandiugly  and  of  your  own  volition? 

Answer.  I  did  not:  the  initiatory  step  was  taken  in  the  dark  without  reflection 
and  without  knowledge. 

Question.  Were  the  objects  and  purposes  of  said  organization  hostile 
to  the  Federal  Government? 

Answer.  In  my  estimation,  no. 
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Question.  Was  said  siscret  political  organization  based  upon  a  war 
footing? 

Answer.  Not  as  a  baais,  but  Bnbseqnently  assumed  that  type. 

Question.  When  did  you  become  a  member  of  said  secret  political 
organization? 

Answer.  About  a  year  ago,  actively  engaged  some  four  or  five  month.s  last  past. 

Question.  What  is  the  strength  of  said  organization  in  the  State  of 
Missouri? 

Answer.  About  10,000. 

Question.  What  is  the  strength  of  said  organization  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  ? 

Answer.  Over  100,000. 

Question.  What  in  the  State  of  Indiana? 

Answer.  About  125,000. 

Question.  What  in  the  State  of  Ohio? 

Answer.  About  40,000. 

Question.  What  in  the  State  of  Michigan! 

Answer.  From  20,000  to  25,000. 

Question.  What  in  the  State  of  New  Tork? 

Answer.  Never  got  a  correct  or  reliable  account  and  have  no  means  of  judging. 

Question.  What  of  the  Eastern  States? 

Answer.  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut  are  the  only  Kastern  States  that  have  any, 
and  but  very  few  there. 

Question.  What  of  Arkansas? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  of  Kentucky? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  of  Tennessee? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  this  order  or  organization  outside 
of  Missouri  is  armed  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  a  portion  were  armed. 

Question.  Was  this  order  called  "Corps  de  Belgique?" 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  called  "Order  of  American  Knights?" 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  what  title  were  you  known  in  said  secret  political 
organization  ? 

Answer.  Deputy  grand  commander  for  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Question.  Is  there  a  grand  commander  of  this  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  a  grand  secretary  attached  to  this  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  a  knight  lecturer? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Qnestiou.  Is  there  au  ancient  brother? 

Auswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  a  ritual  and  by-laws? 

Answer.  There  is  a  ritual  and  principles  of  instrnction,  but  no  liy-laws. 

Question.  Is  there  a  knight  guardian  north"? 

Answer.  Ytis,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  a  knight  guardian  south? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  (Tim  paiuphl(;t  niarlci'd  U  in  red  inlc,  being  shown  to  witness, 
is  identified  .as  declaration  of  principles;  the  pamphlets  marked  V  and  W,  beinj; 
shown  him,  arc  idcntitied  as  the  ritual  of  the  "Order  of  the  American  Knights;" 
the  blank  marked  H  is  recognized  as  blank  report  of  the  above  order.)  I  went  to 
Charles  I..  Hunt  in  the  prison  when  we  were  first  arrested  and  told  him  I  was  going 
to  adopt  the  straightforward  and  manly  course,  but  he  said  that  would  never  do. 

Question.  What  is  the  relation  existing  between  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  of  American  Knights  and  General  Sterling  Price,  of 
theC.  S.  Army? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any. 

Question.  Do  you  know  if  General  Price,  0.  S.  Army,  is  a  member 
of  said  order? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  he  was,  but  don't  believe  it. 

Question.  Is  not  Mr.  Vallandigham,  who  was  exiled  by  President 
Lincoln,  the  grand  commander  of  the  Order  of  American  Knights? 
Answer.  I  have  heard  it  repoi'ted  that  ho  is. 
Question.  When  was  the  first  step  of  this  order  to  have  been  taken? 

Answer.  The  advent  of  Mr.  Vallandigham  into  the  United  States  from  exile.  My 
understanding  of  this  order  is  that  it  was  gotten  up  in  opposition  to  the  Unicm 
League. 

Question.  Was  it  not  generally  understood  and  believed  that  his 
(Vallandigham's)  advent  here  would  result  in  his  arrest,  or  an  at- 
tempted arrest? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  perfectly  understood  that  such  a  step  on  the 
part  of  the  Federal  Government  would  utiite  this  order  in  a  body 
against  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  generally  understood  and  believed  that  this 
order  was  in  some  measure  to  co  operate  with  Confederate  States 
troops? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  understood  that  this  order  was  fo  look  only  to  itself  in  carry- 
ing out  its  objects,  and  to  rely  solely  upon  itself  in  oi>position  to  the  present  Admin- 
isfrntiou  at  Washington. 

Question.  This  order  was  only  hostile  to  the  present  Federal  Admin- 
istration? 

Answer.  That  is  my  belief,  and  in  addition  to  be  governed  in  future  by  circum- 
stances. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  modus  operandi  of  arming  this  order 
in  Missouri  ? 

Answer.  They  have  been  instructed  to  arm  themselves  and  to  assist  in  putting 
down  bushwhacking. 
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Question.  Who  was  to  liave  bad  cominaud  of  this  order  wheu  called 
out  in  Missouri? 

Answer.  It  was  as  yet  uudetermiued. 

C.  E.  DUNN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26tli  day  of  July,  1804. 

J.  O.  DODGE, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal  General. 

Examination  of  Charles  E.  Dunn  hy    Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  Provost- 
Marshal-  General. 

Saint  Louis,  July  27, 1864. 
Question.  Mr.  Dunn,  when  you  were  asked  yesterday  tbe  name  of  the 
orgauization  to  wbicli  you  belonged  you  said  that  you  were  not  per- 
mitted to  give  it,  because  you  were  bound  never  to  reveal  its  name  or 
secrets  on  penalty  of  deatb.  Do  you  really  regard  or  believe,  from 
what  you  know  of  its  character,  that  such  a  penalty  would  be  attempted 
to  be  enforced? 

Answer.  Well,  I  hardly  think  it  would,  colonel.  I  don't  think  it  would.  I  did 
think  so  at  the  time,  but  I  now  feel  pretty  well  satisfied  that  no  such  penalty  Avill 
be  attached  to  it.     I  feel  more  bound  by  honor  as  a  man  than  any  penalties. 

Question.  Then,  I  understand  your  answer  in  substance  is  this:  That 
while  under  tlie  inspirations,  if  you  may  so  term  it,  and  the  associa- 
tions of  the  order  you  felt  that  sucli  a  penalty  would  be  enforced  ? 

Answer.  I  did  think  so. 

Question.  On  sober  reflection,  looking  upon  the  matter  in  all  its 
bearings,  yon  now  really  have  doubts  about  that? 
Answer.  I  have ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Ton  also  stated  that  you  were  a  member  and  that  its  name 
was  the  Order  of  American  Knights? 

Answer.  Well,  I  refused  to  give  its  name. 

Question.  You  have  indicated  in  various  forms,  by  either  express 
declaration  or  inferentially,  that  you  were  a  member  of  this  order? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  give  me  the  precise  time  when  you  became  a 
member  of  this  order? 

Answer.  1  have  stated  that  I  have  been  in  about  a  year,  but  during  that  time 
have  been  an  active  member  for  only  four  or  five  months. 

Question.  Where  did  you  become  a  member? 

Answer.  In  this  city. 

Question.  Can  you  state  when  the  order  began  its  existence  in  Saint 
Louis? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  about  the  latter  part  of  February,  one  year  ago  or  the 
Ist  of  March.  ' 

Question.  Can  you  state  by  whom  the  order  was  introduced  or 
organized  here? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.    1  believe  I  know  who  it  was,  but  am  not  positive. 
Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  order  was  origi- 
nally introduced  into  this  city  by  one  who  came  from  Price's  army  ? 

No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  he  did  come  frcmi  them— never  had  that  intimation  in  aiiv 
w;iy.  I  am  satisticd  that  the  gentleman  that  started  it  here  did  not  come  froin 
I'rice's  army. 
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Quftstion.  Have  you  a  knowledge  of  a  mau  uamed  William  Douglas? 

Answer.  Yes;  I  have  kuowledge  of  him. 

Questiou.  Has  he  beeu  serviug  with  Price? 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  tell.  1  never  heard  that  he  had.  I  think  not,  sir,  thou>rh 
I  cannot  answer  positively. 

(iuestion.  Was  Douglas  active  in  organizing  councils? 

Answer.  Douglas  juost  assuredly  didn't  found  the  order  here.  (Declines  answer- 
ing the  rest.) 

Question.  You  stated  yesterday  that  when  first  arrested  you  went  to 
Mr.  Hunt  in  prison  and  told  him  that  you  favored  adopting  a  straight- 
forward course  in  this  matter,  and  that  he  said  it  would  uevM  do.  Did 
Mr.  Hunt  give  you  any  reason  why  it  would  not  do? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  understood  by  you  that  it  would  not 
do? 

Answer.  Well,  that  the  time  had  not  come  for  any  such  thing  as  that ;  that  we 
would  await  and  see  the  course  of  events. 

Question.  Did  you  not  by  that  reply  of  Hunt  understand,  as  a 
member  of  the  order,  that  such  a  course  would  be  in  truth  violation  of 
tlie  obligations  and  understandings  of  the  order  J 

-Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  what  I  supposed. 

Question.  You  stated  yesterday,  also,  that  you  were  the  deputy 
grand  commander  of  the  order  of  this  State.  When  did  you  become 
so? 

Answer.  Abont  the  latter  part  of  February,  I  think,  sir. 

Question.  You  stated,  also,  that  you  were  no  longer  a  member  of  the 
order.     When  did  you  withdraw? 

Answer.  Only  a  very  short  time  before  my  arrest.  I  have  been  unable  to  get  the 
date  so  far. 

Question.  What  is  the  mode  of  withdrawal? 

Answer.  .Tust  simply  a  note  of  resignation.  I  don't  think  there  are  any  iixed 
rales  in  regard  to  it. 

Question.  It  was  also  disclosed  in  your  testimony  yesterday  that 
among  the  officers  of  the  order  for  the  State  there  was  a  grand  com- 
mander, a  deputy  grand  commander,  grand  secretary,  knight  lecturer, 
and  ancient  brother? 

Answer.  The  first  you  named — the  grand  commander,  the  deputy  grand  com- 
mander, and  grand  secretary — are  State  officers ;  the  others  are  locals. 

Question.  A  knight  guardian  north  and  a  knight  guardian  south? 

Answer.  Those  are  all  locals. 

Question.  Have  you  any  objection  to  give  the  names  of  the  State 
officers  ? 

Answer.  I  would  rather  not  do  it,  as  I  feel  myself  bound  not  to  implicato  others. 

Question.  What  are  the  duties  of  a  grand  commander? 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  to  preside.     It  is  a  civil  presiding  officer. 

Question.  Is  he  not  the  supreme  commander,  giving  orders  and 
instructions,  which,  under  the  obligations  of  the  order,  the  inferior 
officers  and  members  are  obliged  to  obey? 

Answer.  Such  is  the  case,  sir. 
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Question.  You  stated,  also,  that  the  pamphlet  marked  U  in  red  ink, 
which  was  shown  to  you,  contains  a  true  declaration  of  the  principles 
of  the  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  please  to  state  wliether  the  oath  contained  in 
that  pamphlet  is  that  of  the  first  degree  of  the  order? 

Answer.  It  is  a  part  of  the  lirst  that  is  got  up  for  some  temporary  use,  and  is 
used  as  an  introduction  to  tbe  first ;  but  it  really  is  not  the  first  degree.  The  obliga- 
tion of  the  first  degree  is  found  on  page  2,  blue-covered  pamphlet  marked  V. 

Question.  Will  you  please  indicate  in  pamphlet  marked  V  the  oath 
taken  by  the  memibers  of  the  second  degree? 

Answer.  It  is  on  page  2,  sir. 

Question.  And  of  the  third  degree? 

Answer.  On  page  5. 

Question.  Please  state  also  whether  the  declaration  of  principles  on 
pages  4  and  5  are  those  of  the  order. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  also  on  the  first  page  each  degree  is  marked. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  to  paragraph  10  of  the  declaration  of 
principles,  on  page  5,  which  reads  as  follows: 

In  accordance  with  the  principles  upon  which  is  founded  the  American  theory, 
government  can  exercise  only  delegated  power.  Hence,  if  those  who  shall  have  been 
chosen  to  administer  the  government  shall  assume  to  exercise  powers  not  delegiited, 
they  should  be  regarded  and  treated  as  usurpers.  The  reference  to  inherent  power 
as  also  to  existing  necessity  on  the  part  of  the  functionary  )or  the  .sanction  of  any 
arbitrary  exercise  of  power  by  him  we  will  not  accept,  iu  palliation  or  excuse. 

What  do  you  understand  by  the  declaration  of  principles  thus  read  ? 

Answer.  My  understanding  of  that  was  that  it  was  founded  upon  the  principles 
of  State  rights,  and  that  the  States  had  delegated  power  to  the  Government  under 
the  Constitution  to  be  exercised. 

Question.  Is  it  not  understood  by  the  members  of  the  order  to  mean 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  is  a  usurper  ? 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir;  I  did  not  take  that  vievr.  I  think  that  was  not  the  general 
view  of  the  members. 

Question.  Was  it  not  generally  understood  by  the  members  of  the 
order  that  Mr.  Lincoln  had  exercised  powers  to  suppress  the  rebellion 
which  were  arbitrary  and  not  sanctioned  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was.     Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  view. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  cardinal  principle  of  the  order  that  one  occupy- 
ing the  position  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  exercising  powers  which  he  lias  exer- 
cised to  suppress  the  rebellion,  must  be  regarded  and  treated  as  a 
usurper? 

Answer.  I  can  hardly  think  that  was  the  view  taken.  There  seemed  to  bo,  so  far 
as  I  understood,  a  disposition  to  get  up  an  organization  of  this  kind  in  order  to  be 
prepared  to  bring  out  a  Presidential  candidate,but  I  did  not  understand  that  there 
was  to  be  a  resort  to  force  to  throw  Mr.  Lincoln  from  power.  I  certainly  should 
not  have  been  a  member  if  that  had  been  the  view.  This  may  have  been  the  idea 
but  not  with  those  whom  I  have  associated.  ' 

Question.  Was  it  not  understood  by  the  members  of  the  order  that 
the  exercise  of  power,  such  as  has  been  exercised  to  suppress  the 
rebellion,  was  a  usurpation? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  I  think  that  was  the  view— that  Mr.  Lincoln  had  exercised 
powers  not  granted  by  the  Constitution,  and  therefore  had  usurped  powers  he 
bad  no  right. 
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Questiou.  Is  it  not  held,  according  to  the  declaration  of  principles 
of  the  order,  by  the  members  that  one  who  usurped  powers  of  that 
character  forfeited  all  claim  to  their  support,  and  that  resistance,  even 
to  his  expulsion  from  power,  is  an  inherent  right  which  belongs  to  them 
and  not  revolution  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  yonr  idea  is  correct;  that  is  the  case. 

(Question.  You  also  identified  pamphlet  in  blue  cover  marked  W? 

Answer.  I  identify  that.  1  may  say  hero  that  there  have  heeu  copies  made  of  the 
original,  so  that  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  identify  them.  That  has  the  general  prin- 
ciples. 

(Jnestiou.  I  direct  your  attention  to  pages  4  and  5  and  ask  you 
whether  they  are  the  oaths  required  to  be  fSinitted  to  the  fourth  and 
fifth?  Are  they  obligations  of  persons  required  to  be  admitted  to  any 
of  the  degrees;  and  if  so,  to  what  degrees? 

Answer.  They  are  of  the  first. 

Question.  What  do  you  understand  to  be  the  meaning  of  that  part 
of  the  obligation  taken  by  those  admitted  to  the  degree,  the  obligation 
of  which  is  found  on  page  5  of  book  marked  W,  which  reads  as  follows: 

I  do  further  promise  that  I  will  at  all  times,  if  needs  be.  take  up  arms  in  the  cause 
of  the  oppressed,  in  my  own  country  first  of  all,  against  any  monarch,  prince, 
potentate,  power,  or  government  usurped,  which  may  1)6  found  in  arms  and  wag-  ' 
ing  war  against  a  people  or  peoples  who  are  endeavoring  tu  establish,  or  have 
iniiugurated,  a  government  for  themselves,  of  their  own  choice,  in  accordance  with 
and  founded  upon  the  eternal  principles  of  truth !  This  I  do  promise  without  reser- 
vation or  evasion  of  mind,  and  without  regarding  the  position  or  designation  of  the 
invading  power,  whether  it  shall  arise  from  within  or  come  from  without. 

Answer.  My  view  of  that  was  that  we  were  taking  arms  in  defense  of  the  Govern- 
mi-nt  as  transmitted  to  us  I'rom  our  fiithers — that  we  would  not  allow  it  to  be  sub- 
verted anil  the  institutions  overturned;  in  other  words,  we  were  in  favor  of  a 
rejiublican  form  of  government,  or  we  would  assist  others  who  were  struggling  for 
a  similar  form  of  government,  but  not  the  Confederate  States. 

Question.  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  closely  to  the  wording  of  that 
oath,  and  to  say  if  it  does  not  impose  upon  the  member  taking  it  at 
least  to  withhold  all  support  from  the  Government  to  suppress  the 
present  rebellion,  if  not  directly  to  aid  and  assist  it  by  refusing  to  per- 
form all  the  duties  required  of  and  enjoined  upon  the  loyal  citizens  of 
the  Government. 

Answer.  I  did  not  view  it  so,  sir.  I  think  that  is  not  the  construction  of  it.  I 
will  explain  that  it  was  not  intended  to  operate  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States;  that  was  not  the  construction  put  upon  it  by  my  friends  with  whom 
I  associated;  I  did  not  view  it  so. 

Question.  Will  you  please  look  at  this  paper  marked  H,  headed  "A 

list  of  members  of  a  conservative  club  at *? " 

Answer.  I  recognize  that,  sir. 

Question.  Is  this  the  form  of  a  roll  of  members  of  a  council? 

Answer.  It  is  a  local  list ;  you  cannot  term  it  as  something  issueil  by  the  organi- 
zation as  an  order.  It  is  not  a  general  roll  of  the  order  at  all.  I  believe  it  has  been 
used ;  it  is  got  up  for  that  purpose. 

Question.  You  see  by  the  headings  here,  the  headings  are  "Missouri 
Eepublicau,"  "Saint  Louis  Union,"  "Anzeiger,"  "Miscellaneous  Peri- 
odicals," "  Books,"  "Speeches,"  "Reports."  Will  you  please  state  to 
me,  from  the  knowledge  you  have,  what  these  headings  mean — what 
does  "Missouri  liepublican"  indicate  in  the  mind  of  the  members  of 
the  order? 

Answer.  It  means  that  he  probably  has  a  single  gun ;  "  Saint  Louis  Union"  means 
that  he  has  a  double-barreled  gun ;  "  Aiizeiger,"  number  of  revolvers;  "  Miscellaue- 
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ou.s,"  private  ainmunition ;  "  Books,"  I  scarcely  remeuiber,  but  suppose  private  load ; 
"Speeches,"  company  powder;  "Reports,"  company  lead. 

Question.  It  is  then  in  the  nature  of  a  council  muster-roll? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  this  is  of  a  very  recent  date.  I  don't  believe  that  is  sanctioned 
bj  the  authorities  of  the  organization.     It  is  i)urely  local. 

Question.  You  gave  yesterday  in  your  statement  answers  to  ques- 
tions put  by  Mr.  Dodge  as  to  the  relative  strength  of  the  members  of 
this  order  in  the  different  States  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  knew. 

Question.  Was  not  the  number  given  by  you  to  belong  to  it  in 
Missouri  much  under  the  estimate  really  given  by  members  of  the 
order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  much  under. 

(Question.  It  is  generally  represented  ainoug  its  members,  is  it  not, 
tliiit  it  numbers  over  20,000? 

Answer.  About;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  not  this  order  divided  into  sections,  and  that  of  the 
loyal  States  the  "northern  section?" 

Answer.  No ;  I  think  not^  sir.     I  do  not  know  as  I  can  answer  that  (juestiou. 

Question.  Does  not  the  supreme  commander  of  the  order  in  the  loyal 
States  style  himself  supreme  commander  of  the  northern  section  of  the 
"O.  A.  K.?" 

Answer.  It  appears  to  me  that  I  once  saw  an  indication  of  that  kind,  but  whether 
it  was  northern  or  western  is  what  I  have  been  hesitating  about. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  southern  section  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  the  least. 

Question.  Or  who  is  at  its  head? 

Answer.  Not  the  slightest.  Mr.  Dodge  put  down  my  answers  that  I  mentioned 
that  I  did  not  ))elieve  in  the  existence  of  it. 

Question.  Who  is  the  supreme  commander  in  the  northern  section 
or  loyal  States? 

Answer.  I  believe  I  declined  that  yesterday,  and  shall  do  so  to-day. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  a  meeting  of  the  supreme 
council  in  the  city  of  l!^ew  York  in  February  last? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  was  such  a  meeting,  but  have  no  positive  knowledge  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  members  of  that  council 
from  this  city? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  six. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  object  of  that  meeting  was? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  can  hardly  state.  The  meeting  was  for  the  general  reports 
iiud  organization  of  order — for  the  general  good  of  the  order. 

Question.  Have  you  knowledge  of  the  meeting  of  the  connnauders 
of  the  order  in  April  last  at  Windsor,  Canada? 

Answer.  I  know  there  was  some  there,  but  who  or  how  many  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Yon  know  of  a  meeting? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was ;  perhaps  an  informal  one. 

Question.  Were  there  any  members  from  this  State  at  that  meeting? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were;  have  rejisoii  to  ln-lieve  so. 
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Questioii.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  recollectioTi  what  the  results 
of  tlie  deliberations  at  that  meeting  were,  or  the  programme  or  under- 
standing adopted  as  to  future  operations? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  never  was  a  report  of  that  meeting. 

Question.  "Well,  whether  official  or  unofficial,  have  you  any  knowl- 
edge? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  say  that  I  have. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  it  being  agreed  upon,  either 
there  or  somewhere  else,  that  Mr.  Vallandigham  was  to  represent  his 
old  district  in  Ohio  in  the  Democratic  National  Convention  which  was 
to  liave  been  held  on  the  4th  of  July  at  Chicago? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was.  I  understood  that  Mr.  Vallimdigham  was  to 
be  present  .at  Chicago  in  .Inly. 

Question.  Was  he  to  make  a  speech  at  that  time  in  Chicago? 

Answer.  That  was  the  supposition. 

Question.  Was  it  expected  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  arrest 
him  if  he  undertook  to  make  a  speech  there? 

Answer.  AVell,  yes;  I  think  so,  sir;  that  was  my  impression. 

Question.  Were  there  any  steps  taken  to  have  the  order  represented 
there  on  that  occasion  1 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  there  was.  I  think  it  was  generally  nnderstood  that 
they  could  be  there  in  sufficient  number  to  attend  the  meeting,  but  I  cannot  say 
that  any  st«p8  were  taken.  There  was  an  intention  to  have  a  representation  there, 
un<|ue8tionably,  bnt  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  send  any  from  here,  so  far  as  I  know, 
but  it  was  the  intention  to  have  a  representation  there  to  attend  the  meeting. 

Question.  Was  there  any  understanding  that  in  case  an  attempt  was 
made  to  arrest  Mr.  Vallandigham,  or  prevent  him  from  making  his 
speech,  to  stand  by  him  and  resist  such  an  attempt? 

Answer.  There  was  talk ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  there  were  no  steps  taken.  There 
was  talk  of  resistance,  and  I  presume  there  would  have  been. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  very  general  talk  on  that  subject? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  conference,  consultation,  or  conversation  to 
send  a  certain  number  of  members  from  each  State,  who  were  to  be 
under  the  authority  of  the  grand  commander  of  the  State,  and  to  be 
armed  to  meet  such  an  occasion  if  it  were  to  occnr? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  such ;  I  think  no  organization  or  understanding 
had  been  made;  I  think  there  was  no  conversation  ut  all. 

Question.  Was  there  a  general  expectation  among  the  members  that 
such  an  attempt  would  lead  to  collision  there  and  serve  as  a  signal  for 
collision  throughout  the  free  States? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  talked  of  myself. 

Question.  Can  you  state  what  the  expectation  and  supposition  was 
as  to  what  shape  that  collision  would  assume? 
Answer.  No ;  I  cannot  say  there  was  any  plan  perfected. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  general  expectation,  however,  that  when 
this  general  collision  throughout  the  loyal  States  was  about  taking 
place  the  rebel  armies  would  take  advantage  of  it  and  make  a  move- 
ment on  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Missouri? 

Answer.  No;  I  think  not,  sir;  I  did  not  view  it  that  way. 
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Question.  Was  it  not  the  general  understanding  that  in  that  condi- 
tion of  things  those  who  would  advocate  the  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion would  be  too  entirely  weak  to  overcome  them? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  in  case  of  this  taking  place  the  armies  of  thd 
Administration  would  be  retained  below.  I  cannot  answer  your  question  in  that 
way,  because  such  was  not  my  impression  at  all. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  having  seen  or  read  a  printed 
address  to  the  members,  issued  by  the  supreme  commander,  some  time 
last  fall  or  winter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  please  look  at  this  address? 

Answer.  That  is  the  copy,  signed  by  Caius  Urbanus,  S.  C. 

Question.  Did  you  read  this  address  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  did,  sir. 

Question.  In  this  address  there  is  the  language  used — 

The  power  which  has  done  these  things — all  these  .and  more  than  these — is  by  every 
just  definition,  by  every  cpnceived  notion  and  complete  iden,  a  despotism,  and  it  is 
so  regarded  by  all  just  men  on  other  continents — a  despotism  whose  power  isusui-ped, 
not  granted  by  constitution,  not  conceded  by  ordinance,  but  open,  proclaimed, 
unblushing  usurpation,  which  has  become  so  bold,  through  impunity,  that  it  has  cast 
off  the  flimsy  trickeries  for  concealment  in  which  it  capered  for  a  time  before  the 
footlights,  and  stands  in  the  astonished  gaze  of  the  civilized  earth  at  once  a  spec- 
tacle and  a  sure  evidence  of  the  extinct  splendor  of  the  American  Union. 

This  language  is  used  in  reference  to  Mr.  Lincoln  and  his  Administra- 
tion.   Does  not  this  clearly  indicate  that  he  is  a  usurper? 

Answer.  Well,  that  he  has  usurped  powers  not  granted  to  him ;  it  clearly  does. 

Question.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  next  succeeding  para- 
graph, commencing — 

Brothers!  Again  renew  your  solemn  vows!  Swear  at  your  hearthstones,  at  the 
altars  consecrated  to  your  household  gods !  Swear  in  the  holy  sanctuary  where  your 
fathers  worshiped,  at  their  tombs  and  by  their  sacred  memories!  "that  I  will  at  all 
times,  if  need  be,  take  np  arms  in  the  cause  of  the  oppressed,  in  my  own  country 
first  of  all,  against  any  monarcli,  prince,  potentate,  power,  or  government  nsiirped, 
which  may  be  fonnd  in  arms  and  waging  a  war  against,  a  people  or  peoples  who  are 
endeavoring  to  establish,  or  haveinauguriited,  a  government  for  themselves,  of  their 
own  free  choice,  in  accordance  with  and  founded  upon  the  eternal  principles  of 
truth !  This  I  do  promise,  without  regard  to  the  name,  station,  or  designation  of  the 
invading  power,  whether  it  shall  arise  within  or  come  from  without." 

Is  this  not  a  quotation  embodied  in  one  of  the  obligations  which 
members  of  the  order  take? 

Answer.  It  is,  sir;  but  it  is  placing  a  different  construction  npon  it  that  I  under- 
stood when  the  obligation  was  administered. 

Question.  Does  not  this  extract  from  the  address  of  the  supreme 
commander,  when  taken  in  context  with  the  preceding  paragraph, 
unmistakably  inculcate  the  idea  that  Mr.  Lincoln  is  a  usurper,  and 
that  the  members  of  the  order  are  bound  by  their  obligations  to  over- 
throw him  as  such? 

Answer.     Well,  it  looks  so,  sir,  though  I  did  not  so  understand  it. 

Question.  Again,  the  paragraph  contains  this : 

That  I  will  never  take  up  arms  in  behalf  of  any  monarch,  prince,  or  government 
which  does  not  recognize  the  sole  authority  of  power  to  be  the  will  of  the  governed 
expressly  and  distinctly  declared,  nor  in  any  cause  or  service  jis  a.  mercenary.  ' 

Is  not  this  also  an  extract  embodied  in  one  of  the  obligations  taken 
by  the  members  of  the  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir, 
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Question.  Does  not  the  language  here  used  "Nor  in  any  cause  or 
service  as  a  morcenary"  mean  that  no  member  of  the  order  ever  will 
serve  as  a  substitute  in  the  army  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  I  never  had  that  view,  though. 

Question.  I  Avillread  still  further.  Immediately  succeeding  the  para- 
graph I  have  called  your  attentioTi  to  there  is  this  language: 

Thus  have  you  Rworn  at  the  altars  of  our  order,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  the 
brothers  assembled.  The  time  is  near  when  these  vows  must  be  redeemed.  The 
despotism  which  has  crushed  lis  under  its  ironheel  so  long  is  the  goverument  usurped, 
which  is  found  in  nrms  and  Avaging  war  agaiust  our  noble  States,  and  would  degrade 
thcui  from  sovereign  ties  to  the  nieun  coudition  of  dependencies  of  a  centralized  power ; 
and  its  purpose  regards  nil  the  States  which  formed  the  late  mighty  Republic, 
alilve  North  and  South.  It  is  none  the  less  a  government  usurped  because  of  the 
fact  that  wicked  men  who  wield  its  mighty  powers  and  direct  its  energies  against 
the  liberties  of  the  people  were  chosen  and  elected  to  the  high  places  of  the  Republic 
to  administer  the  government  thereof  by  the  formulas  prescribed  by  the  Conelitu- 
tion.  Since  they  have,  in  wautcmness  of  their  lust  for  power,  utterly  disregarded  every 
requirement  and  behest  of  that  sacred  instrument,  nor  have  ever  looked  to  it  for 
sanction  of  any  act  of  theirs,  but  always  refer  for  their  sanction  to  existing  necessi- 
ties of  the  oxigeucics  of  wliicb  they  were  alone  to  Judge,  and  which  necessity 
itself  they  have  ever,  with  fell  purpose  too  poorly  disguised,  projected  and  created. 

Can  you  regard  the  language  thus  used  in  the  address,  applying  to 
the  members  of  the  order  that  they  have  thus  sworn,  in  any  other  light 
than  applying  to  rebellion  ? 

Answer.  There  can  bo  no  q  nestion  about  that. 

Question.  I  will  read  you  another  extract: 

Such  picture,  gloomy,  dark,  and  blood-marked,  the  contemplation  of  which  man- 
tles with  the  blush  of  shame  the  clieek  of  mauhooil,  is  exhibited  on  every  spot  of 
our  once  bright  and  beautiful  land  which  has  beeu  pressed  by  the  vandal  feet  of 
the  Federal  Army.  Brothers!  You,  the  noble,  gallant  men,  citizens  of  the  great 
States  within  the  bounds  of  one  brotherhood,  which  are  unscathed  by  the  flames  of 
war,  to  you  1  appeal!  Contemplate  the  picture  thus  but  too  dimly  sketched  and 
say,  while  you  so  invoke  the  God  of  truth  and  justice  to  witness  the  sincerity  of  your 
vows :  "This  picture  shall  not  be  reproduced  upon  our  homes  and  fair  fields." 

What  other  meaning  can  the  supreme  commander,  in  the  appeal  he 
thus  makes  upon  his  brothers  of  the  order,  have  had  than  that  they 
should  resist  Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  by  force,  if 
necessary? 

Answer.  Well,  I  know  of  no  other  meaning,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  understand  by  this,  from  the  same  address? 

We  will  with  our  sword.s,  if  need  be,  sweep  away  these  clouds  and  welcome  the 
splendor  which  shall  glow  in  its  old-time  brilliancy  upon  the  arms  of  our  several 
States,  redeemed  from  the  thraldom  of  an  irresponsible  despotism. 

Answer.  I  looked  at  that  as  a  kind  of  figurative  aft'air ;  but,  in  connection  with  the 
rest,  has  the  same  bearing,  of  course. 

Question.  What  does  it  mean  by  their  remarks  immediately  succeed- 
ing the  foregoing,  which  are  as  follows: 

Read  often  and  ponder  well  the  lessons  which  our  order  imparts,  and  let  them 
abi<le  in  your  hearts.  All  Avill  be  well  if  we  are  true  to  ourselves,  butif  we  shall  not 
prove  true  in  this  the  hour  of  our  country's  great  peril  the  ghosts  of  our  fathers 
will  take  palpable  shape  and  voice,  and  pointing'  at  us  will  cry,  Shame!  Shame! 

Does  the  language  here  clearly  and  unmistaTiably  imply  that,  if  the 
mc^mbers  of  the  order  are  too  cowardly  to  use  the  sword,  if  need  be, 
the  ghosts  of  their  fathers  will  take  palpable  shape  and  voice,  and  cry. 
Shame? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  bo. 
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Question.  Still  further  is  another  extract: 

To  be  prepared  for  the  crisin  now  approaching  wo  must  catch  from  afar  the 
earliest  and  faintest  breathings  of  the  spirit  of  the  storm.  To  lie  successful  when 
the  storm  comes  we  must  be  watchful,  patient,  brave,  confident,  organized,  armed. 

Do  not  all  these  extracts  clearly  and  beyond  a  doubt,  if  the  Eiiglisli 
language  means  anything,  imply  the  use  of  force  to  overthrow  the 
Administration  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  do;  certainly. 

Question.  Prom  the  knowledge  you  have  of  the  views  entertained  by 
members  of  theorder,iu  regard  to theirobligationsas members, dothey 
hold  that  the  obligation  so  taken  by  them  is  paramount,  and  that  they 
cannot,  when  called  upon  as  witnesses  before  judicial  and  military 
tribunal,  testify  in  regard  to  any  matter  or  thing  prohibited  by  their 
obligation  taken  in  the  order? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  those  members  woiild  refuse  to  testify. 

Question.  Supposing  you  were  a  juror  in  a  court  of  justice  in  a  case 
of  murder,  as  an  illustration,  the  accused  being  a  member  of  the  order, 
a  man  was  brought  upon  the  witness  stand  whose  character  for  truth 
was  good,  but  whom  you  knew  to  be  a  member  of  the  order  to  which 
the  accused  belonged,  how  would  you  regard  his  testimony  where  it 
might  convict  the  accused? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  was  personally  concerned  it  wonld  not  make  a  particle  of 
difference.     1  would  believe  tlie  testimony,  most  assuredly. 

Question.  Would  you  have  any  misgivings  upon  the  subject? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  I  would. 

Question.  You  stated  yesterday  that  primarily  you  do  not  understand 
the  order  to  be  an  armed  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  it  not  emphatically  become  so  to  a  certain  extent? 

Answer.  I  wonld  say  it  was  becoming  so,  enough  to  make  me  uneasy. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  as  to  any  propositions  being  made 
to  organize  a  secret  police  here? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Is  it  the  policy  of  the  order — does  it  form  one  of  its  objects 
and  features — to  place  into  position  some  of  its  members  where  they 
may  serve  as  guards,  obtain  information,  and  guard  against  danger.^,  in 
telegraph  and  express  offices,  headquarters  of  military  commanders,  &c.  ? 

Answer.  That  matter  unquestionably  would  have  been  adopted,  but  there  had  not 
yet  been  any  plans,  so  far  as  I  know,  perfected;  I  had  heard  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  members  of  the  order  being  in 
positions  of  that  character  who  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages 
they  possessed  to  aid  the  order  in  communicating  intelligence  or 
receiving  or  forwarding  arms  or  other  articles? 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  have  arrived  at  that  point.  I  do  not  think  they  had 
arrived  at  that  perfection. 

Question.  Was  it  spoken  of? 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  the  intention,  and  would  have  arrived  at  that  point. 

Question.  Were  you  a  frequenter  at  the  meetings  of  the  councils  in 
this  city  during  last  spring? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  my  position  did  not  reijuiru  it. 
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Question.  Have  you  any  kno\vledg«  of  a  proposition  being  made  in 
any  of  the  councils  to  establish  a  secret  police'? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  In  your  intercourse  witli  the  Confederate  prisoners  in  Gra- 
tiot Street  Prison,  especially  officers,  did  you  meet  with  persons  who 
belonged  to  this  order  Y 

Answer.  I  did  not,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  peculiar  character  of  this 
organization  in  the  State  of  New  York? 

Answer.  I  bave  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  fact  that  this  organization  is  known  in 
different  States  by  different  names'? 

Auswer.  I  do  not,  sir.     I  was  not  aware  of  it. 

Question.  And  that  the  principles  it  professes  differ  in  the  same  way  f 

Answer.  I  had  no  idea  of  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  among  members  the  organization  in 
New  York  State  spoken  of  as  the  "McGlellan  Minute  Men?" 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  by  what  name  the  order  is  known  now? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  propose  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance? 

Answer.  I  do,  sir ;  and  keep  it  also. 

Question.  If  the  oath  of  allegiance  be  administered  to  you  will  you 
regard  the  faithful  observance  of  it  in  the  performance  of  all  your  duties 
as  a  loyal  citizen  paramount  in  its  obligations  upon  your  conscience'? 

Answer.  I  will,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  you,  then,  by  your  last  answer  to  say  and  to 
mean  to  be  understood  that  if  called  before  a  judicial  or  military  tri- 
bunal as  a  witness  you  will  testify  to  the  whole  truth,  to  the  best  of 
your  knowledge  and  belief,  in  regard  to  persons  or  things,  whether  in 
reference  to  members  of  the  Order  of  American  Knights,  the  revelation 
of  which  the  oath  of  the  order  prohibits,  or  any  other  matter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  „    ^    „„„,^ 

C.  E.  DUNN. 

Affirmed  before  me  this  29th  of  July,  1864. 

J.  P.  SANDERSON, 

Frovost- Marshal-  General. 

C. 

Geeen  B.  Smith,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  was  born  and  raised  in  Saint  Louis  County,  State  of 
Missouri,  and  is  by  occupation  a  clerk;  has  been  clerking  for  Messrs. 
Grimsley  &  Co.  since  1850. 

Question.  When  were  you  arrested? 

Answer.  The  28th  day  of  May,  1864. 

Question.  Have  you  been  examined  under  oath  since  your  arrest  and 
incarceration? 

Answer.  I  have. 
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Question.  Were  tbe  answers  by  yoa  given  under  tliat  examination 
in  reference  to  a  secret  i)olitical  organization  correct? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  tbey  wore  not. 

Question.  What  induced  you  to  withhold  the  facts  under  that  exami- 
nation ? 

Answer.  A  solemn  oath  and  the  influence  of  other  parties  iuiplicateil  with  nic. 

Question.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  oath,  and  what  the  influence  of 
other  parties? 

Answer.  I  took  an  oath  not  to  reveal  facts  connected  witli  a  certain  secret  organi- 
zation, under  penalty  of  death,  and  the  iniluence  of  members  of  said  organization 
has  thus  far  prevented  mo  from  revealing  the  truth. 

Question.  State  in  what  manner  that  influence  has  been  exercised. 

Answer.  Religiously  and  morally  I  have  been  Instrncted  to  believe  that  tbe  oath 
spoken  of  was  binding  and  paramount  to  every  other  consideration. 

Question.  Who  has  led  you  to  this  belief? 

Answer.  My  superior  officers  in  tlie  organization  of  which  I  am  about  to  speak. 

Question.  What  is  said  organization  called? 

Answer.  "Order  of  American  Knights,'' recently  changed  to  " Sons  of  Liberty.'' 

Question.  When  were  you  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  said  organi- 
zation ? 

Answer.  Some  time  in  the  spring  of  1863. 

Question.  Where  were  you  initiated  ? 

Answer.  Corner  of  Fifth  and  Market,  over  Leitch's  drug  store,  in  the  city  of  Saint 
Louis. 

Question.  Have  you  been  a  member  in  good  standing  ever  since? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  have. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  the  council  to  which  you  have  and 
do  now  belong? 

Answer.  It  never  had  a  number,  but  was  called  the  "George  Washington 
Temple." 

Question.  How  frequently  have  you  attended  said  temple  since  you 
were  initiated? 

Answer.  On  an  average,  about  three  times  a  month. 

Question.  Were  those  meetings  held  in  the  daytime  or  at  night? 

Answer.  Exclusively  at  night,  with  but  two  exceptions. 

Question.  Were  those  two  exceptions  special  meetings? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  one  I  attended  in  the  daytime  was  a  meeting  of  the  grand 
council,  the  other  was  an  informal  meeting. 

Question.  State  when  that  grand  council  met. 

Answer.  The  20th  of  January,  1864. 

Question.  Was  that  a  meeting  of  the  oflScers  of  Missouri  temples 
exclusively  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  that  council 
in  January  last? 

Answer.  An  election  of  officers  for  tlio  grand  (•ouncil  of  the  State  of  Missouri  or 
an  installation  of  such  officers.  ' 
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Question.  How  long  was  said  coancil  in  session  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Suuie  three  or  four  days. 

Question.  Were  you  a  regularly  delegated  member  of  that  council? 

Auiiwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  presided  at  and  over  the  deliberations  of  that 
council? 

Answer.  The  uouiiuander  of  the  third  degree  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Question.  Was  the  tleputy  grand  commander  present  on  that  occa- 
sion? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  is  no  such  officer  within  my  knowledge  iu  tlie  Missouri 
temple;  the  commander  of  the  third  degree  of  the  east  was  there  and  presided. 
He  is " 

Question.  Is  there  a  commander  of  the  third  degree  west? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  second  iu  commiind,  and  the  commander  of  the  third 
degree  east  is  tirst  in  command. 

Question.  Did  you  before  your  arrest  or  do  you  now  hold  any  official 
position  in  this  secret  organization? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  that  position  ? 

Answer.  Secretary  of  both  the  second  and  third  degrees. 

Question^  Under  whose  immediate  instructions  as  secretary  of  the 
second  and  third  degrees  did  you  act  in  council? 

Answer.  Under  the  respective  commanders  of  those  degrees,  each  degree  having 
a  commander. 

Question.  State  the  number  and  names  of  all  the  degrees  of  this 
order. 

Answer.  There  are  five— first,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  or  grand,  as  it  is  called, 
and  fifth,  or  supreme. 

Question.  What  is  meant  by  grand  and  what  by  supreme  degrees? 

Answer.  The  grand,  or  fourth,  degree  is  the  council,  or  highest  degree  of  the 
State;  the  supreme,  or  fifth,  is  the  highest  in  the  United  States. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  degrees  have  you  taken? 
Answer.  First,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  or  grand  council. 
Question.  What  temple  did  you  represent  in  the  grand  council 
which  convened  in  Saint  Louis  in  January  last? 
Answer.  The  George  Washington  Temple  of  Saint  Louis. 

Question.  What  are  the  initiatory  steps  taken  upon  entering  this 
order? 

Answer.  The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  ascertain  his  sentiments,  and  if  in  accord- 
(ince  with  those  entertained  by  a  member,  he  is  immediately  solicited  to  join  and 
taken  to  the  ante-room  of  the  temple,  or  to  a  member's  room,  where  the  neophyte 
is  <luly  instructed  according  to  the  formulas  laid  down  in  that  portion  of  the  ritual 
to  be  found  iu  pamphlet  marked  W  from  "  V  to  business  inclusive." 

Question.  What  is  requisite  in  taking  the  second  degree? 

Answer.  Simply  the  recommendation  of  any  member  of  the  second  degree  with 
two  members  to  vouch  for  him.  The  same  formula  is  observed  in  taking  the  third 
degree.  To  enable  him  to  [reach]  the  fourth  it  [is]  necessary  that  he  should  be 
elected  to  the  grand  council,  or  fourth  degree,  by  members  of  the  first  degree. 

*  The  original  here  contains,  iu  pencil,  the  remark,  "  So  added  after  due  reference." 
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Qaestiou.  What  is  requisite  in  taking  the  fifth,  or  supreme,  degree? 

Answer.  Members  of  the  fourth  degree  are  elected  by  the  members  uf  that  degree ; 
are  then  seut  to  the  supreme  council,  where  they  are  duly  initiated  and  credited  to 
the  grand  council  or  foniiih  degree. 

Questiou.  What  is  the  grip,  sigu  of  recognition,  and  password  to  the 
first  degree? 

Answer.  The  grip  is  given  by  clasping  the  right  hand  with  the  index  or  fore 
Hnger  resting  upon  the  pulse  of  each.  The  sign  (the  only  genuine  one)  is  made  by 
shading  the  eyes  with  the  right,  and  the  left  hand  placed  upon  the  left  breast;  and 
the  password  I  am  unable  to  give,  because  each  county  has  a  distinct  one,  and  it  is 
changed  monthly. 

Question.  What  words  are  used  when  the  sign  of  distress  cannot  be 
seen? 

Answer.  Aok-hoau. 

Question.  What  is  the  origin  of  the  Order  of  American  Knights? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  it  originated  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  iu  1863;  also, 
that  it  extends  back  to  the  Revolution  of  1776,  having  had  a  precarious  existence 
up  to  the  present  rebellion. 

Question.  What  is  the  relation  between  this  order  and  the  so-called 
Confederate  Government? 

Answer.  At  the  time  I  joined  I  utulerstoud  that  its  object  was  tu  aid  and  assist 
the  Confederate  Government,  and  endeavor  to  restore  the  Union  as  it  was  prior  to 
this  rebellion. 

Question.  In  what  particular  was  aid  and  assistance  to  be  given  to 
the  Confederate  Government? 

Answer.  In  any  and  all  ways,  and  at  any  and  all  times. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  aid  and  assistance  having  been  ren- 
dered by  this  order  during  your  connection  with  it  in  the  manner  above 
spoken  of? 

Answer.  I  know  that  arms  and  ammunition  have  been  purchased  by  members  of 
this  order  to  send  to  members  in  the  country,  where  they  conld  not  be  had. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  advices  iu  reference  to  this 
order  having  been  seut  to  the  rebel  army? 

Answer.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I  do  not,  but  I  have  through  members  heard  that 
constant  communication  was  kept  up  between  Saint  Louis  and  the  rebel  army. 

Question.  What  kind  of  arms  are  mostly  furnished  to  parties  in  the 
country  by  members  in  the  country? 

Answer.  Revolvers. 

Question.  Are  they  purchased  or  obtained  in  Saint  Louis? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  ammunition  also? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  the  revolutionary  movement  contemplated  by 
this  to  have  taken  place? 

Answer.  The  advent  of  Mr.  Vallandigham  into  the  United  States  from  exile. 

Question.  When  were  the  members  of  this  order  first  instructed  to 
arm  and  prepare  for  this  movement? 

Answer.  In  the  summer  or  fall  of  1863. 

Question.  In  what  manner  was  the  Confederate  Army  to  co-operate 
with  this  order? 

Answer.  This  order  was  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  act  with  the  Confederate 
Army  upon  its  advent  into  the  State. 
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Question.  Who  was  to  have  comniand  of  meu  composing  this  order 
in  Missouri  in  that  event? 

Answer.  The  {rraud  commander  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Question.  What  disposition  was  to  have  been  made  of  the  officers 
commanding  this  department  in  that  event"? 

Answer,  treated  as  ii  common  enemy. 

Question.  This  order  is  exclusively  made  up  of  disloyal  persons,  is 
it  not? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  Democrats  who  are  desirous  of  securing  the  independence  of 
the  Confederate  States  with  a  view  of  restoring  the  Union  as  it  was. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  purchased  any  arms  and  ammunition  to 
supply  members  of  this  order? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  What  amount  of  each? 

Answer.  Very  little  ammunition — perhaps  200  revolvers  in  all. 

Question.  In  what  manner  were  they  sent  away? 

Answer.  Some  were  delivered  to  the  parties  themselves  and  some  were  shipped. 

Question.  Were  not  those  so  shipped  nearly  all  sent  to  l^ortheru 
Missouri? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir;  nearly  all  of  them. 

Question.  Were  purchased  on  regular  permits,  or  clandestinely? 

Answer.  Clandestinely. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  this  order  in  Saint  Louis. 

Answer.  From  3,000  to  15,000  men. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  in  the  State  of  Missouri  ? 

Answer.  From  40,000  to  60,000. 

Question.  You  stated  yesterday  that  the  initiation  into  the  first  de- 
gree of  this  order  was  in  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in 
pamphlet  marked  W.  Please  state  whether  you  have  ever  seen  a 
pamphlet  similar  to  that  now  exhibited,  and  when  and  where. 

Answer.  I  have,  just  prior  to  my  arrest  (28th  May),  at  Charles  L.  Hunt's  room,  in 
the  city  of  Saint  Louis. 

Question.  Is  that  pamphlet  used  for  any  specific  purpose  by  the 
oflBcers  of  the  Order  of  American  Knights? 

Answer.  Yes;  for  the  purpose  of  initiating  members. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  it  used  for  such  purposes? 

Answer.  I  have. 

The  pamphlet  marked  V,  being  shown  witness,  is  identified  as  the 
ground-work  of  this  order  for  initiation  into  the  second  and  third 
degrees.  Pamphlet  marked  U,  shown  witness,  is  identified  as  the  basis 
of  initiation  into  the  first  degree  and  used  by  said  order  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Blank  form  marked  X,  with  the  following  caption,  "  List  of  Members 

of  Conservative  Club  at ,"  being  shown  witness,  is  identified  as  a 

temple  muster-roll  of  said  order,  and  the  filling  up  correct. 

The  address  of  supreme  commander,  marked  S,  being  shown  witness, 
is  recognized  as  the  production  of  P.  C.  Wright,  copies  of  which  he  has 
seen  at  the  office  of  Charles  L.  Hunt.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  Wright's 
being  the  author,  from  the  fact  that  it  was  issued  before  Vallandigham 
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was  elected  supreme  commander  of  this  order.    Tlie  signature, "  P.  Cains 
Urbanus,  S.  C,"  has  a  meaning  that  witness  has  never  heard  explained. 
Question.  Are  any  of  the  oflBcers  connected  with  this  order  salaried 
officers? 

Answer.  I  don't  kiio-w.  My  impression  is  that  the  supreme  commander  receives  a 
salary. 

Question.  By  what  express  have  arms  usually  been  sent  to  North 
Missouri'? 

Answer.  The  U.  S.  Express. 

Question.  Were  such  arms  shipped  to  fictitious  parties  and  in  pack- 
ages and  parcels  purporting  to  be  anything  else  than  arms  ? 

Answer.  Sometimes  to  real  parties  and  sometimes  to  fictitious  parties,  and  usually 
purporting  to  be  merchandise. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  considerable  number  of  arms  having 
been  so  shipped  by  other  parties  here  in  Saint  Louis'? 
Answer.  Only  one  lot,  and  they  were  captured. 
Question.  What  was  the  number  shipped  and  captured'? 
Answer.  Tn  the  neif^hborhood  of  forty. 
Question.  When  was  thaf? 
Answer.  At  the  time  W.  M.  Douglas  was  arrested. 
Question.  Did  you  purchase  any  of  that  lotf 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  How  many'? 
Answer.  About  forty. 

Question.  Did  you  purchase  that  number  at  one  house  in  Saint  Louis'? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  at  three  different  houses. 
Question.  Were  they  all  purchased  the  same  day? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  it  occupied  a  portion  of  two  days. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  for  those  revolvers,  and  what  kind  of 
money  did  you  pay'? 

Answer.  From  $15  to  $28  apiece,  and  paid  in  U.  S.  currency. 

Question.  Were  the  funds  you  paid  for  those  arms  raised  by  and 
authorized  disbursed  for  such  purpose  by  members  or  a  member  of  said 
order? 

Answer.  A  member  of  said  order  gave  me  the  funds  for  that  purpose,  but  whether 
individual  or  company  fnnds  I  am  unable  to  state. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  were  those  arms  bought '? 

Answer.  For  members  of  the  order  in  North  Missouri. 

Question.  Was  that  the  first  and  only  time  you  bought  arms  for 
members  in  North  Missouri  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  yon  invariably  furnished  funds  to  buy  with  by  the 
individual  for  whom  you  purchased  this  lof? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  by  different  parties. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  buy  and  ship  any  powder  or  gun  caps  to  any 
member  or  members  of  said  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE.   647 

Question.  Were  you  paid  any  commission  for  such  service  by  said 
order'? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  sometimes  made  a  small  commission  in  making  pnrchases  of 
this  kind.  *"  ^ 

Question.  Who  first  organized  the  Order  of  American  Knights  in  the 
State  of  Missouri? 

Answer.  P.  C.  Wrigbt,  of  New  York. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  one  William  M.  Douglas? 

Answer.  I  know  the  man ;  have  met  him  four  or  five  times. 

Question.  Do  you  know  if  he  has  ever  been  legally  authorized  by  said 
order  to  establish  temples  in  Missouri? 

Answer.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  don't  know ;  but  my  impression,  formed  by 
remarks  of  members,  leads  me  to  believe  he  was. 

Question.  Is  it  not  generally  known  that  William  M.  Douglas  is  an 
emissary  from  Price's  army  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  he  became  very  unpopular  with  the  order  even  before  his 
arrest. 

Question.  Was  Douglas  active  in  organizing  temples  in  Missouri? 

Answer.  I  think  he  w.as — very. 

Question.  Was  he  not  on  very  intimate  and  confidential  terms  with 
Charles  L.  Hunt,  of  Saint  Louis? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  more  so  than  with  any  other  person  in  the  city. 

Question.  Was  there  a  secret  police,  made  up  of  members  of  said 
order,  whose  duty  it  was  to  ascertain  the  names  of  U.  S.  detectives  and, 
if  possible,  to  baiQe  their  efforts  in  apprehending  rebels  and  members 
of  said  order? 

Answer.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  can't  say ;  but  I  heard  through  members  that 
there  was  such  police  to  be  organized,  but  to  be  known  only  to  the  officers  of  said 
order.    That  would  properly  be  the  business  of  the  executive  committee. 

Question.  Was  the  secret  assassination  of  any  U.  S.  officers,  soldiers, 
or  Government  employ<5s  proposed  by  any  member  or  members  of  said 
order? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it  discussed  in  council  and  recommended. 

Question.  How  is  General  Eosecrans  regarded  by  this  order? 

Answer.  Members  who  are  law  abiding  are  friendly  toward  him,  but  the  lawless 
and  reckless  portion  is  bitterly  opposed  to  him. 

Question.  State  what  this  order  contemplated  in  the  event  of  Price's 
invading  Missouri  this  summer. 

Answer.  They,  or  rather  it,  intended  to  unite  with  Price,  drive  out  U.  8.  forces 
and  the  Union  citizens,  and  appropriate  everything  belonging  to  the  United  States 
Government. 

Question.  Has  this  order  been  arming  and  organizing  for  that 
purpose? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Under  whose  immediate  direction  has  this  been  done? 
Answer.  The  grand  commander  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 
Question.  Was  this  order  to  co-operate  with  that  of  other  States  in 
the  event  of  an  invasion  by  Price? 

Answer.  Until  recently,  yes;  but  latterly,  independent  and  distinct  of  othor 
States. 
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Qaestion.  Wbat  was  the  intention  of  this  order  in  reference  to  the 
ferries  here  on  this  river? 

Answer.  To  initiate  captains,  pilots,  and  engineers,  and  in  the  event  of  a  move- 
ment to  take  possession  of  them  and  cross  members  of  the  order  from  Illinois  and 
other  States  into  Missouri. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Charles  E.  Dunn 
or  Charles  L.  Hunt  in  reference  to  making  public,  under  oath,  your 
connection  with  the  Order  of  American  Knights? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  with  both  of  them. 

Question.  State  when,  where,  and  what  that  conversation  was. 

Answer.  In  June  last,  at  Gratiot  Military  Prison.  I  remarked  to  Mr.  Hnnt  tha,t  I 
had  concluded  to  acknowledge  my  complicity  in  this  matter  and  was  willing  to  be  tried 
upon  the  merits  of  the  case.  Mr.  Hunt  said  that  would  not  do.  I  asked  him  why? 
He  said,  "You  have  taken  a  solemn  oath  never  to  reveal  these  matters ;  besides  there 
is,"  s.iid  he,  "no  necessity  for  such  a  step ;  there  are  no  specific  charges  against  you, 
but  merely  suspicion."  I  informed  Mr.  Hunt  that  I  should  take  care  of  myself ;  that 
the  order  had  failed  to  protect  me,  and  I  had  no  one  now  but  myself  to  rely  upon. 
Mr.  Dunn  agreed  with  me  in  adopting  this  plan. 

Question.  Have  you  withdrawn  ft-om  said  order? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Was  not  Charles  L.  Hunt's  ofiQce  the  headquarters  of  this 
order  in  Missouri  ? 

Answer.  To  all  intents  and  purposes:  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  while  a  member  of  said  order  give  aid  and  assist- 
ance to  rebel  spies,  mail  carriers^  and  emissaries  from  the  rebel  States? 

Answer.  In  only  one  instance;  I  ga'7e  Newcomer,  alias  Thompson,  a  small  sum  of 
money,  knowing  him  tu  be  a  rebel  mail  carriei.  Rebel  spies,  mail  carriers,  and  emis- 
saries have  been  carefully  protected  by  this  order  ever  since  I  have  been  a  member. 
Previous  to  my  arrest  I  heard  by  and  through  this  order  that  the  mail  to  and  from 
the  rebel  arraj-  was  very  regular,  with  semi-monthly  dispatches  to  the  grand  com- 
mander. A  man  by  the  name  of  Dorris,  formerly  of  Jefferson  City — a  son  of  the 
doctor — is  used  by  this  order  in  carrying  mails.  He  was  here  when  I  was  arrested, 
the  20th  day  of  May  last.  One  of  the  especial  objects  of  this  order  was  to  place 
members  on  steam-boats,  ferry-boats,  in  telegraph  ofBces,  department  headquarters, 
provost-marshal's  office,  and  in  fact  in  every  position  where  they  could  render  valu- 
able service. 

Question.  Are  there  any  members  in  any  or  either  of  the  positions 
above  enumerated  ? 

Answer.  In  the  ejcprsis  offices  and  one  in  the  telegraph  office  over  the  American 
Express  office.    There  are  plenty  of  them  on  the  river. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  threats  made  by  members  of  said 
order  against  any  member  who  should  divulge  the  secrets  of  said  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  were  those  threats? 

Answer.  That  they  would,  upon  proof  of  the  fact,  kill  tlie  man. 

Question.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  grand  commander? 

Answer.  Presiding  officer  over  the  lower  degrees  and  ranking  officer  of  the  State. 

Question.  What,  if  any,  knowledge  have  you  of  a  meeting  of  the 
supreme  council  in  the  city  of  New  Ifork  last  winter? 

Answer.  I  know  that  the  supreme  council  met  in  New  York  City  last  February 

tlie  22d,  I  believe — to  elect  a  supreme  commander. 

Question.  Was  Missouri  represented  in  that  council? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Bj'  how  many  delegates? 

Answer.  Positively  three,  and  I  think  five. 

Question.  Who  was  elected  supreme  commander  by  that  council! 

Answer.  Mr.  Yallaudigham. 

Question.  Was  the  order  in  this  State  satisfied  with  that  election  f 

Answer.  Ni>,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  the  choice  of  Missouri? 

Auswer.  I  am  unable  to  state. 

(Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  a  special  meeting  was  held  at 
Windsor,  Canada,  last  winter,  and  if  so,  when  and  by  whom? 

Answer.  Yes;  such  a  meeting  took  place  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit. 

(j.uestion.  What  business  was  transacted  at  that  meeting? 

Answer.  A  conference  with  Vallandigham,  changing  the  name  of  the  order  and 
signs  and  grips. 

Question.  Was  Missouri  represented  at  that  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  whom? 

Answer.  By  the  grand  commander  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Question.  Is  not  the  Order  of  American  Knights  hostile  in  every 
respect  to  the  General  Government  and  friendly  to  the  so  called  Con 
federate  Government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  any  contributions  been  made  or  proposed  by  this 
order  with  the  design  of  assisting  the  Confederate  Army  in  any  way? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  just  before  my  arrest  a  proposition  to  raise  money  to  purchase 
gnn  caps  for  the  Confederate  Army  was  made  and  talked  of  among  the  members,  but 
whether  carried  out  or  not  is  not  advised. 

(Question.  Where  was  the  meeting  of  "The  George  Washington 
Temple"  last  held  ? 

Answer.  At  Charles  L.  Hunt's  oflfiee,  on  Sixth  street;  just  before  my  arrest. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Julian  Beauvais,  the  brother  of 
John  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  purchased  arms  of  him  on  the  terms  agreed 
upon  with  John? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  purchase  arms  from  Julian  Beauvais? 

Answer.  During  the  winter  and  spring  of  1864. 

Question.  Were  these  arms  purchased  at  the  store  of  Mr.  Beauvais, 
on  Main  street,  in  the  city  of  Saint  Louis? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir, 

Question.  What  number  did  you  purchase  from  Julian  Beauvais? 

Answer.  About  twenty ;  perhaps  more,  perhaps  less. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  purchases  from  any  one  else  in  the 
house  of  Beauvais  ? 

AuBwer.  Yes,  sir;  from  his  clerk,  George . 
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Questiou.  At  what  time  and  to  what  amount? 

Answer.  During  last  spring  and  winter,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty,  more  or 
less. 

Question.  Were  these  arms  purchased  and  delivered  in  the  daytime 
or  at  night? 

Answer.  In  the  daytime,  invariably. 

Question.  Was  the  elder  Beauvais,  who  is  proprietor,  present  at  any 
or  either  of  the  sales  above  mentioned? 

Answer.  He  was  in  the  oflice  of  the  store  during  such  sales. 

Question.  Did  you  have  the  same  understanding  with  him  that  you 
had  with  his  sons  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  arms? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  represent  to  the  Beauvais  that  you  were  buying 
these  arms  for  members  of  the  Order  of  American  Knights? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  for  my  friends  in  the  country. 

Question.  Did  the  Beauvais  make  any  reduction  in  the  price  of  the 
arms  you  purchased  of  them  as  above  stated? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  wcio  to  let  me  have  them  at  wholesale  prices,  and  did. 

Question.  It  was  mutually  understood  between  you  and  the  Beau- 
vais that  you  could  have  arms  and  ammunition  at  any  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  not  all  of  these  arms  purchased  of  said  Beauvais' 
in  direct  violation  of  the  military  orders? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  prohibition  of  sale  of  .arms  and  ammunition  under  military 
orders  was  discussed  and  understood  by  the  Beauvais  and  myself. 

Question.  Are  not  all  the  Beauvais  rebel  sympathizers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  amount  of  gun  caps  did  you  purchase  during  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1864  of  the  house  of  Beauvais  for  your  friends  in 
the  country? 

Answer.  From  5,000  to  10,000. 

Question.  Was  any  person  or  persons  ever  present  when  you  made 
those  purchases,  other  than  the  Beauvais  and  yourself? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  recollection. 

Question,  These  purchases,  then,  were  all  made  privately,  were  thev 
not?  '  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  cautioned  by  any  of  these  men  of  the  house 
of  Beauvais  about  giving  publicity  to  these  transactions? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  frequently,  by  all  of  them.  They  said  there  were  Government 
spies  on  every  comer,  and  we  must  be  very  careful  or  we  would  get  into  trouble. 

Question.  Are  you  personally  acquainted  with  the  Beauvais? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  intimately ;  have  known  them  for  ten  years. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  iutroduce  any  party  or  parties  to  the  house 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  arms,  ammunition,  &c.?  If  so,  state  when 
and  who  such  parties  were. 

Answer.  I  have  in  one  instance.  Last  spring  I  introduced  .a  member  of  the  order 
by  the  name  of  Tucker  to  the  Beauvais,  who  purchased  live  revolvers,  some  powder 
and  caps  from  that  house.  ' 
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Question.  Were  those  revolvers  purchased  on  a  regular  permit? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  sale  of  arms  was  prohibited  at  that  time  except  upon 
permit,  and  that  he  conld  not  obtain  and  did  not. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  purchase  the  arms  before  spoken  of 
in  your  statement? 

Answer.  From  all  the  men  employed  at  Beanvais'  store  on  Main  street,  and  from 
Mr.  Dimick  and  his  partner,  and  from  a  man  on  Third  street  just  below  Pine,  on  the 
west  side. 

Question.  Were  these  arms  purchased  on  a  regular  permit? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  an  understanding  between  you  and  the  dealers 
in  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  to  the  effect  that  it  should  be  kept  secret 
from  military  authorities  by  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  agreed  to  let  me  hare  the  arms,  &c.,  providing  I  would 
not  expose  them. 

Question.  Was  it  understood  between  you  and  these  men  that  you 
could  have  arms  to  any  amount  upon  terms  of  secrecy? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Do  you  know  John  Beauvais? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  bought  arms  of  John  Beauvais  on  the  terms 
before  stated? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  and  what  number  of  arms? 

Answer.  At  various  times  during  the  winter  and  spring  of  1864;  to  the  number  of 
about  twenty,  and  all  revolvers. 

Question.  Were  you  the  authorized  agent  of  the  order  of  O.  A.  K. 
for  the  purchase  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  in  this  city? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  were  agents  of  that  order  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  the  man  on  Third  street  from  whom 
you  purchased  arms,  &c.? 

Answer.  He  is  a  German  manufacturer,  and  is  doing  business  on  Third  between 
Chestnut  and  Pine-,  three  or  four  doors  from  Pine,  on  the  west  side. 

Question.  Did  you  buy  from  more  than  one  man  at  that  establish- 
ment? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  make  such  purchases,  and  to  what 
amount? 

Answer.  During  the  months  of  April  and  May,  1864;  to  the  number  of  four. 

Question.  What  kind  of  arms  were  they? 

Answer.  Revolvers. 

Question.  What  was  the  understanding  between  you  and  this  man? 

Answer.  The  same  as  with  the  Beauvais. 

Question.  Were  those  revolvers  bought  on  a  permit? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  those  revolvers  bought  in  violation  of  military  orders 
of  this  department? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Prom  what  other  firm  or  firms  did  yon  purchase  arms? 

Answer.  From  the  house  of  Diiuick  &  Co.,  ou  Fourth  street,  in  the  city  of  Saint 
Louis. 

Question.  What  amount  of  arms  and  ammunition  did  you  purchase 
from  the  house  of  Dimick  &  Oo.,  and  at  what  time  or  times  were  they 
so  bought? 

Answer.  From  fifteen  to  thirty  revolvers,  half  dozen  cans  powder,  and  a  few  car- 
tridges, in  March,  April,  and  May  last. 

Question.  Were  these  articles  purchased  from  said  house  on  a  permit 
from  said  ofltice'! 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  sale  of  such  articles  at  such  times  prohibited  by 
the  military  authorities  at  this  post? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  except  on  permits  from  the  provost-marshal-general's  office  of 
this  department. 

Question.  What  agreement  was  made  by  you  with  Dimick  &  Oo.  in 
reference  to  the  purchase  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  at  such  times'? 

Answer.  The  same  as  with  Beauvais  and  the  man  on  Third  street. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  buy  arms,  &c.,  at  the  house  of  Dimick 
&  Co.? 

Answer.  From  Dimick  and  his  partner. 

Question.  You  have  stated  in  this  examination  that  you  purchased 
about  forty  revolvers  between  the  15th  and  19th  of  April  last  for  William 
M.  Douglas.  Please  state  from  whom  those  revolvers  were  purchased 
and  the  amount  of  the  purchase  price  paid  for  them. 

Answer.  I  purchased  those  revolvers  from  Beauvais  and  Dimick,  and  an  equal 
amount  from  each. 

Question.  From  which  particular  employ^  at  the  house  of  Beauvais 
did  you  make  said  purchase  at  the  time  last  above  stated  ? 

Answer.  I  think  from  John  Beauvais ;  from  the  fact  that  I  paid  him  the  money 

some  $300. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  buy  at  Dimick's  at  the  time  above 
stated? 

Answer.  From  Dimick  himself. 

Question.  What  amount  did  you  pay  Dimick  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Abont ! 


Question.  Did  you  purchase  any  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  from  any 
other  firm  or  house  in  the.city  during  the  winter  and  spring  of '63  and 
'64  than  tho.se  already  stated? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Where  were  the  revolvers  yon  purchased  of  Beauvais  and 
Dimick  in  April,  already  stated,  taken  by  you,  and  where  were  they 
packed  for  transit? 

Answer.  They  were  taken  to  Eae's  liquor  store,  on  Pine  street,  between  Second 
and  Third  streets,  by  me,  and  given  in  charge  of  his  clerk,  but  bv  whom  packed  I 
am  unable  to  state. 

Question.  Did  you  meet  Douglas  at  Rae's  store  prior  to  the  purchase 
of  those  arms? 

Answer    I  did. 
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Question.  At  whose  request? 

Answer.  I  met  Douglas  at  Bae's  store  casually. 

Qnestiou.  Were  you  acquainted  with  Douglas  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Where  and  in  whose  presence  did  you  make  the  agree- 
ment with  Douglas  to  purchase  these  arms,  and  from  whom  did  you 
receive  the  money  to  pay  for  them  ? 

Auswer.  At  Rae's  store,  in  presence  of  Rac,  and  I  received  tbe  money  from  Douelas 
himself.  ® 

Question.  Where  were  these  revolvers  packed,  and  by  whom  sent  to 
the  United  States  Express  Office  for  shipment? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  positively,  but  from  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief 
they  were  packed  at  Rae's  store  aforesaid,  and  shipped  by  Donglas  himself. 

Question.  Who  received  them  at  the  express  office? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  but  presume  the  receiving  clerk,  Riley  Whiting. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  ship  any  arms  to  North  Missouri  throuch 
Riley  Whiting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  and  what  number  ? 

Answer.  At  various  times  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1863  and  1864,  to  the 
number  of  about  200,  more  or  less. 

Question.  What  agreement  was  made  between  Eiley  Whiting  and 
yourself  in  reference  to  shipping  arms,  as  above  stated  ? 

Answer.  None,  other  than  a  mutual  understanding,  both  belonging  to  the  order 

Question.  What  amount  of  ammunition  was  shipped  to  North  Mis- 
souri by  Riley  Whiting? 

Answer.  About  400  i>istol  cartridges,  5,000  gun  caps,  and  two  or  three  canisters 
of  powder. 

Question.  When  were  they  so  shipped? 

Answer.  Between  the  15th  and  19th  of  April  last.  At  the  time  Douglas  shipped 
said  revolvers  the^  were  aboard  the  same  train  and  escaped  notice. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  members,  within  my  knowledge,  of  the  Order  of 
American  Knights : 

Charles  L.  Hunt,  Charles  E.  Dnnn,  Dr.  .John  Shore,  A.  C.  Durdeo,  James  McDonald, 

Harris,  furniture  man,  Riley  Whiting,  E.  J.  Rae,  Colonel  Barrett,  Louis  Sweet, 

Buck  Carr,  John  Taylor,  William  Belt,  George  Moore,  William  J.  Cole,  Saiut  Louis, 

Mo. ;  Harris,  Cooper  County,  Mo. ;  Roe,  Jefferson  Jones,  William  M. 

Douglas,  Doctor  Bledsoe,  North  Missouri ;  Doctor  Barrett,  J.  W.  White,  on  Gravois 
Road;  Captain  Chapman,  Doctor  Ward,  T.  M.  Adams,  Charles  Smith,  E.  H.  A. 
Habeicht,  Lewis  V.  Bogy,  Henry  B.  Belt,  William  S.  Cuddj-,  James  L.  Fossett,  Christ. 
Shait'ner,  J.  A.  Spore,  Jobes  Mulholland,  A.  C.  Barnondy,  Lafayette  Cruse,  Saiut  Louis, 

Mo.;  Cardon,  the  actor.  Saint  Louis  theater;  Fred.  Dyer,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.; 

Charles  F.  Corey,  Ferryman,  Mo. ; Brice,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. ;  John  Huston,  Rich- 
mond, Mo. ;  Doctor  Callaway,  Fayette,  Mo. ;  S.  D.  Hendel,  corner  Sixtli  and  Market 

streets;  Captain  Rowland, steamer  Graham;  Davis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. ;  Doctor 

Ferguson,  J eflFerson  City,  Mo. ;  Major  Harris,  Cooper  County,  Mo. ;  Doctors  Howard, 
senior  and  junior,  Fulton  County,  Mo.;  Dr.  Christian  Renick,  Dr.  Snyder  Mont- 
gomery, James  M.  Kershaw,  136  Fifth  street,  P.  Bishop, McCloud,  Robert  Kel- 
ler,   Brisoo,  J.  E.  Dyer,  Charles  Johnson,  at  January  &  Co., Hall,  Fourth 

and  Olive  streets,  Massey,  commission  merchant,  H.  Jobyn, Beviu, 

A.  J.  Noble, Noble,  John  H.  Taylor,  H.  A.  Booth,  J.  M.  Glover,  William  H. 

Roberts,  R.  Kallahan,  R.  H.  Richardson,  S.  Noerr,  J.  Quirk,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. ;  Samuel 
N.  Yates,  country ;  A.  Kinkade,  Saint  Louis  County ;  William  Sides,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. ; 
Dr.  A.  B.  Barbee,  Manchester;  Dr.  J.  Brown,  Laclede,  Pacific  Railroad;  6.  Ward, 
Saint  Louis,  Mo. ; Allbright,  Saint  Louis  County;  Linsey,  Saint  Louis, 
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Mo. ;  T.  W.  Levant,  Charles  Willi,  Marshal  D.  Lyle,  Carondelet,  Mo. ;  William  S.  Pol- 
lard, Wesley  Roselle,  Saint  I^ouis,  Tenth  Ward ;  Dr.  J.  N.  Yates,  Sturgeon,  Mo. ;  J.  D. 

Cooke,  Saint  Charles;  R.  M.  Kenick,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.; Loper,  United  States 

Express  Company,  messenger. 

There  is  a  temple  in  the  upper  part  of  town  called  Richard  Montgomery  Temple. 

Question.  State  what  the  prominent  members  of  the  Order  of  Ameri- 
can Knights  have  universally  said  in  reference  to  the  objects  aud  pur- 
poses of  said  order  in  your  presence. 

Answer.  When  I  first  joined,  in  the  sjjring  of  1863,  S.  L.  Mosos,  then  instructor  of 
the  order,  informed  nie  that  it  was  a  Democratic  organization,  gotten  up  for  the 
henelit  of  those  engaged  in  rehellion,  and  to  unite  the  Democratic  party  proper  with 
the  view  of  co-operation  with  the  rebel  army. 

Question.  When  aud  where  was  said  organization  expected  to 
CO  operate  with  the  so-called  Confederate  Army? 

Answer.  In  the  event  of  an  invasion  by  the  rebel  army  into  Missouri. 

Question.  Were  you  not  led  to  believe,  after  joining  said  order,  by 
conversation  with  members  thereof,  that  its  objects  and  purposes  were 
directly  opposite  of  those  of  the  General  Government,  and  in  direct 
hostility  to  said  Govern  ment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  not  the  members  of  this  order  secretly  plotting  aud 
conniving  at  the  destruction  of  the  General  Government  and  assist- 
ing, through  tlie  agents  of  said  order,  with  the  view  of  establishing  the 
independence  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  the  knowledge  you  have  of  said  organization,  do 
you  not  believe  it  to  be  thoroughly  disloyal,  and  inaugurated  for  the 
purpose  of  defeating  the  objects  of  the  present  Administration  in  sup- 
pressing the  present  rebellion? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  generally  understood  by  members  of  said  order 
that  steps  had  been  taken  to  inform  the  Confederate  authorities  that 
this  order  was  friendly  to  the  interests  and  policy  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federate States,  and  ready  and  willing  at  any  time  to  render  any  and 
all  assistance  in  its  power  in  the  overthrow  of  tlie  General  Government? 

Answer.  That  was  believed  to  be  the  object  of  those  who  gave  direction  to  said 
order. 

Question.  Did  not  the  members  of  this  order  secretly  exult  over  the 
reverses  of  the  Federal  Army,  and  at  the  successes  of  the  so-called 
Confederate? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  present  at  any  temple  or  council  in  this 
city  where  congratulatory  speeches  were  made  by  members  of  the 
order  at  the  success  of  the  so-called  Confederate  Army? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Please  state  when,  where,  and  by  whom  such  speeches 
were  made. 

Answer.  At  all  times,  in  all  <;onucils  and  temples,  and  principally  by  James 
McDonald,  of  Saint  Louis. 

Question.  How  were  such  speeches  usually  received  by  members  of 
such  councils  and  temples  ? 

Answer.  With  general  satisfaction. 
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Question.  Was  it  not  a  universal  custom  of  those  meeting  at  the 
councils  and  temples  of  this  [order]  to  propose  and  take  up  a  subscrip- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  buying  arms  and  munitions  of  war  with  which 
to  arm  and  equip  the  members  thereof,  with  the  design  of  placing  it 
upon  war  footing? 

Answer.  Propositions  of  this  kind  have  frequently  been  made,  but  whether  suc- 
cessful or  not  I  am  nna1)le  to  state. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  project  set  afoot  by  members  of  this  order 
to  arm  and  equip  all  they  could  of  the  members  thereof  at  Government 
expense,  to  be  used,  when  occasion  required,  against  the  General  Gov- 
ernment and  for  the  benefit  of  its  enemies'? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  and  by  whom  were  said  projects  set  afoot? 

Answer.  At  various  times,  by  members;  generally  during  the  past  year.  I  will 
also  statu  th.it  the  grand  commander,  Charles  L.  Hunt,  and  others  recommended 
that  all  members  of  said  order  enroll  in  the  militia  instead  of  paying  their  commu- 
tation, thereby  obtaining  arms  and  equipments  and  the  benefit  of  uiilitia  service, 
which  would  enhanrc  the  interests  of  said  order  and  materially  injure  those  of  the 
General  Government. 

Question.  By  what  authority  were  you  constituted  an  agent  to  pur- 
chase arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  for  members  of  said  order? 

Answer.  There  were  no  regularly  constituted  ones;  every  member  became  a  self- 
constitnted  agent. 

Question.  Have  these  councils  and  temples  been  generally  estab- 
lished throughout  the  State  of  Missouri? 

Answer.  North  of  the  Missouri  River  generally ;  know  of  none  in  the  Southwest 
or  Central  Missouri. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  this  organization  in  the  State  of 
Illinois? 

Answer.  From  report,  from  100,000  to  120,000. 

Question.  What  in  the  State  of  Indiana? 

Answer.  About  90,000. 

Question.     What  in  the  State  of  Ohio? 

Answer.  About  80,000. 

Question.  Do  you  now  recollect  any  names  of  members  omitted  by 
you  yesterday  in' the  list  given  by  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  them. 

Answer.  P.  J.  Pauley  and  John  Panley,  city  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo.;  Sandford  Long, 
Saint  Louis  County. 

Question.  What  other  prominent  political  men  belong  to  said  order 
whose  names  have  not  been  given? 

Answer.  I  know  of  none ;  that  class  of  men  have  been  initiated  privately  and 
there  are  but  one  or  two  members  of  said  order  who  do  know  them. 

CJuestion.  Who  of  said  order  represented  the  grand  council  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  at  the  supreme  council  held  in  the  city  of  New  York 
last  winter? 

Answer.  Charles  L.  Hunt,  of  Saint  Louis;  Harrison  Long,  of  Saint  Louis  County; 
Jefferson  Jones,  of  North  Missouri,  and  two  others  whose  names  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Who  of  said  order  attended  the  special  conference  held 
at  Vallandigham's  hotel,  Canada,  this  last  spring? 

Answer.  Charles  L.  Hunt. 
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Question.  You  have  spoken  of  your  knowledge  of  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Newcomer  alias  Thompson,  who  was  carrier  of  a  rebel  mail  to  this 
city,  did  he  become  known  to  you  as  an  officer  in  the  rebel  service? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  become  known  to  you  as  a  member  of  the  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  there  was  a  general  expectation 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  arrest  Vallandigham  on  his  reaching 
Chicago  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  to  prevent  him  from  making  a  speech 
there.  Was  the  Government  to  be  resisted  in  that  eifort  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  order  there  assembled? 

Answer.  There  was  a  general  understanding  among  the  nvembers  of  the  order 
that  in  case  Vallandigham  should  return  within  the  Federal  lines  aud  an  effort  was 
made  by  the  Government  to  seize  or  arrest  him,  such  effort  was  to  be  resisted  by  the 
united  action  of  the  order. 

Question.  The  William  M.  Douglas  of  whom  you  have  spoken  made 
his  escape  from  Gratiot  Street  at  the  time  several  were  killed,  did  he 
not? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  of  the  inmates  of  the 
prison  having  communication  with  him  after  his  escape,  directly  or  in- 
directly? 

Question.  Is  it  the  general  conviction  and  belief  of  the  members  of 
the  order  that  the  penalty  denounced  in  the  oaths  which  they  take 
will  be  certainly  executed  on  any  member  violating  it? 

Answer.  That  is  the  general  belief. 

Question.  Is  it  considered  the  duty  of  each  member  to  execute  this 
penalty  upon  the  violator  of  the  oath,  or  is  there  some  particular  per- 
son of  said  order  or  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  enforce  the  penalty  in 
such  case? 

Answer.  It  is  considered  the  duty  of  each  member. 

Question.  The  oath  denounces  a  shameful  death ;  is  there  by  that 
meant  any  particular  form  of  death  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  It  being  the  general  understanding  of  each  member  of  the 
order  that  it  is  the  duty  of  each  member  thereof  to  enforce  the  penalty, 
what  is  the  understanding  as  to  the  mode  of  doing  it?  Is  it  to  be  done 
boldly  and  publicly  by  force,  or  secretly  and  privately  by  stealth? 

Answer.  There  was  no  particular  mode  or  manner  understood  by  the  members; 
it  was  to  be  done  at  any  time  aud  at  all  hazards. 

Question.  Has  there  any  case  of  the  kind  here  or  elsewhere  come 
within  your  knowledge? 

Answer.  There  has  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  a  member  supposed 
to  have  violated  his  obligation  has  been  searched  for  or  followed  for 
the  purpose  of  inflicting  the  penalty  and  taking  his  life? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  view  entertained  by  members  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  binding  obligation  of  the  oath  they  take  as  members? 
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Are  such  oaths  regarded  as  paramount  in  their  obligations  upon  them 
to  those  taken  upon  the  witness  stand  before  a  civil  or  military  tribunal^ 

Answer.  The  general  view  among  theai  is  that  the  oaths  they  take  as  members 
are  paramount  in  their  obligation  to  any  which  they  may  bo  oailed  upon  to  talte 
whether  it  be  in  courts  of  justice,  betbre  military  tribunals,  or  in  any  other 
proceedings. 

Question.  With  the  knowledge  you  have,  then,  of  the  character  of 
the  order,  how  would  yon  regard,  if  placed  as  a  juror  in  the  jury  box, 
on  a  trial  for  murder,  the  testimony  of  a  witness  who  was  a  member  of 
the  order,  if  the  prisoner  arraigned  was  also  known  to  you  to  be  a 
member  of  it? 

Answer.  It  would  have  no  influence  at  all. 

Question.  Can  you  state  to  me  the  number  of  temples  in  the  city  of 
Saint  Louis? 

Answer.  I  cannot.  I  believe  there  are  only  two  of  the  first  degree  and  two  of  the 
second  and  third  degrees,  and  a  grand  council. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Hunt 
from  the  order  before  his  arrest? 

Answer.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  no.  I  have  heard  while  in  prison  that  he 
resigned  in  expectation  of  being  arrested. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  on  that  subject  iu  regard  of 
Mr.  Dunn? 

Answer.  While  in  prison  Charles  E.  Dunn  and  myself  were  in  consultation  as  to 
what  course  it  would  be  best  to  pursue.  He  suggested  resiguations  if  it  could  be 
managed.  I  told  him  to  let  the  resignations  go  to  the  devil  and  come  right  down  un 
the  ritual  before  the  provost-marshal.  By  this  I  meant  a  full  acknowledgment  of 
uur  relations  to  the  order. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  ever  having  heard  among 
the  members  of  the  order  that  there  was  any  particular  steam-boat  on 
the  river  upon  which  it  would  be  safe  to  ship  contraband  goods  or  to 
travel  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  steamer  Graham;  Rowland,  captnin. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  a  meeting  of  the  council  of 
the  order  at  Indianajiolis  just  prior  to  your  arrest? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  or  is  not  the  universally  accepted  theory  of  the 
members  of  the  order,  in  substance,  this :  That  the  chosen  oflBcers  of 
the  Federal  Government  have  usurped  authority,  and  that  it  is  not  only 
an  inherent  right  but  an  imperative  duty  for  all  who  think  as  the 
members  do  to  resist  those  Federal  functionaries,  and  if  need  be 
expel  them  from  power  by  force? 

Answer.  That  is  my  understanding. 

Question.  Is  it  not  distinctly  claimed  by  the  members  of  this  order, 
and  so  announced  In  the  ritual,  that  such  resistance  is  not  revolution, 
but  solely  the  assertion  of  right? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  it  is. 

Question.  I  then  understand  that  the  principles  of  this  order  as  held 
by  the  members  thereof  are  such  that  if  one  of  its  members  should 
assassinate  Mr.  Lincoln  because  of  his  alleged  usurpation  of  power, 
such  member's  conduct  would  be  justified  by  the  entire  order,  and  that 
it  would  be  the  sworn  duty  of  all  to  keep  secret  the  act  and  save  him 
from  being  brought  to  trial  and  punishment  tor  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

X9j    p.    R.       c-r-T>T-r.c!    yy^    yoL,    VII 
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Question.  Is  the  same  principle  recognized  by  them  as  applicable  to 
officers  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  President  and  obeying  his 
orders,  such  as  commanders  of  departments,  armies,  &c.? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is.    It  includes  all  military  oflScers  of  the  General  Government. 
Question.  Is  the  paper  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  and  marked  A 
known  to  you? 

Answer.  It  is  and  has  been  in  my  possession  as  secretary  of  the  second  degree. 

Question.  Is  it  what  it  purports  to  be,  "the  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  Eichard  Montgomery  Temple?" 

Question.  Is  the  paper  in  my  hands,  marked  B,  known  to  you? 
Answer.  It  is,  and  is  in  my  handwriting. 

Question.  Is  this  the  memoranda  of  a  meeting  of  a  temple  held 
March  14,  1864? 

Answer.  It  is  the  memorandnm  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  tlie  second 
degree,  taken  down  hy  myself. 

Question.  Do  you  recognize  the  paper  in  my  hand,  marked  0? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  this  the  memorandum  of  the  i)roceedings  of  a  meeting  of 
the  temple  held  March  24, 1864? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  in  my  own  handwriting. 

Question.  I  observe  that  there  was  a  committee  appointed  to  raise 
funds  for  the  purpose  of  buying  arms  and  ammunition  for  said  order. 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  that  any  committee  was  appointed  or  fnnds  raised 
for  such  a  purpose. 

Question.  I  notice,  also,  that  there  is  a  vigilance  committee  to  be 
appointed.    Wliat  was  to  be  the  duty  of  said  committee? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  paper,  marked  D,  which  I  suppose 
to  be  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  temple  of  the  third  degree. 

Answer.  I  recognize  it  as  my  own  handwriting  and  a  copy  by  mo  made  from  the 
original,  which  was  iu  skeleton  form. 

Question.  I  hold  another  paper  iu  my  hands,  marked  E,  apparently 
a  subscription  list  of  money  raised  for  the  benefit  of  P.  C.  Wright, 
supreme  commander.    Am  1  right? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  the  figures  set  opposite  the  names  the  number  of  dol- 
lars raised  for  said  purpose? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  hold  in  my  hand  another  paper,  marked  F.  Will  you 
explain  its  import? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  relates  to  one  Cardon,  of  the  Saint  Louis  theater,  who  it 
was  alleged,  had  made  an  exposd,  or  proposed  to  do  so.  ' 

Question.  Mr.  Smith,  have  you,  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord, 
from  your  own  sense  of  duty  as  a  citizen,  and  without  the  solicitation 
or  influence  of  any  one,  answered  the  foregoing  questions  which  have 
been  propounded  to  you  in  the  manner  you  have? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Has  this  examination  at  this  time  taken  place  in  conse- 
quence of  a  letter  addressed  by  you  to  the  provost-marshal- general, 
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requesting  it  to  be  made,  and  stating  that  it  was  your  desire  to  answer 
all  questions  without  equivocation  or  mental  reservation? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  done  so  with  a  view  of  placing  yourself  as  far  as 
possible  in  the  position  of  a  law-abiding  citizen,  and,  as  I  understand, 
you  propose  now  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  so  doing  you  understand  yourself,  and  mean  to  be  under- 
stood, to  renounce  any  and  all  obligations  which  you  assumed  as  a 
member  of  the  Order  of  American  Knights,  and  to  assume  and  perform 
all  the  duties  enjoined  by  that  oath? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

G.  B.  SMITH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  August,  1864. 

J.  C.  DODGE, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal-Oeneral 

D. 

A. 

Official  report  of  the  condition  of  the  E.  M.  T.  up  to  date. 

Number  of  members,  242.  There  has  been  a  reduction  in  our  numbers 
of  51,  which  have  been  attached  to  the  Joe  Johnston  T.,  which  will  leave 
us  191  members  at  this  time.  The  funds  of  the  T.  are  ample  for  all 
present  purposes.  We  have  at  this  time  a  fine  ball  located  at  the  corner 
of  O'Fallon  and  Broadway,  northeast  corner.  The  officers  of  the  T. 
consist  of  William  J.  Cole,  G.  S. ;  William  H.  Roberts,  A.  B. ;  P.  Bishop, 
secretary;  John  Bryan,  treasurer. 

""  WM.  J.  COLE,  G.  S. 

r.  BISHOP, 

Secretary. 
B. 

March  14. 

Reading  of  minutes  dispensed.  William  Sides,  John  H.  Taylor, 
elected,  ballot.  By  McDonald,  induction  of  candidates:  Quirk  and 
Taylor  were  inducted. 

Nomination  of  candidates:  B.  Kallahan,  by  Cole  and  Dyer  and  Mc- 
Donald- Dr.A.B.Barbee,byNobleandNoble;  Dr.  J.  Brown,  by  Noble 
and  Kinkade;  G.  Ward,  by  Dnrdee  and  Cole;  Rev.  H.  Booth,  by  Noble 

and  Allbright.  - ,      •         .n,  *  tv. 

Sir  Knight  Cole  moved  that  we  make  it  an  order  of  business  that  the 
G.  S.  or  A.  B.  report  at  every  meeting  the  number  of  initiations  and 
finance  once  a  month,  country;  carried. 

Committee  of  three,  financial,  last  year.  Amend  com  mittee  to  collect 
all  dues  and  report  next  meeting;  carried.  M.  E.  G.  C.  Linsey,  Mc- 
Donald, and  Durdee. 

Motion  to  adjourn  carried.    Tuesday  evening  at  T.dO. 

0. 

March  24. 

The  degree  met  and  opened  in  due  form,  Brother  Dunn  in  the  chair. 
Initiation  being  in  order,  the  following  candidates  were  balloted  for  and 
duly  elected:  John  D.  Cooke,  Mr.  Pollard,  Eoselle,  and  Doctor  Yates. 
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On  motion  of  Brother  Bishop,  a  committee  of  the  whole  was  appointed 
to  solicit  subscriptions  for  the  city  and  county  of  Saint  Louis,  the  said 
subscriptions  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  arms  and  ammunition  for 
the  use  of  the  order.  The  committee  was  divided  by  two  for  each  ward 
and  township,  the  said  committee  to  report  to  the  third  D. 

On  motion  of  E.  O.  K.,  the  night  of  meeting  was  appointed  for  the 
last  Wednesday  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

A  vigilance  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  three,  composed 
of  E.  K.  Cole,  E.  K.  Smith,  E.  K.  Noble,  A.  J. 


Paid  the  treasurer  $10. 


WM.  H.  ROBERTS. 


Saint  Louis,  March  24, 1864. 
The  degree  met  and  opened  in  due  form  by  Rev.  G.  C.  Dunn  in  the 
east. 

Initiations  being  in  order,  the  following  candidates  were  duly  elected 
and  initiated :  William  S.  Pollard,  Tenth  Ward ;  Wesley  Roselle,  Tenth 
Ward ;  Sam.  N.  Yates,  Sturgeon,  Mo. ;  J.  D.  Cooke,  Saint  Charles. 

On  motion  of  E.  K.  JBishop,  a  committee  of  the  whole  were  appointed 
to  solicit  subscriptions  for  the  city  and  county  of  Saint  Louis,  the  said 
subscriptions  to  be  used  to  purchase  arms,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  order. 
The  committee  was  divided  by  two  for  each  ward  and  township,  the 
said  committee  to  report  to  third  D. 

On  motion  of  Knight  Sweet,  the  next  meeting  be  held  on  the  last 
Wednesday,  4  o'clock,  afternoon. 

A  vigilance  committee  of  three  was  appointed,  composed  of  E.  K.. 
Cole,  E.  K.  Smith,  and  E.  K.  Noble,  A.  J. 

WM.  H.  ROBERTS, 

(Secretary  pro  tern. 
E. 

Amount  of  $67  contributed  to  the  family  of  P.  G.  Wright,  supreme 
commander  of  O.  A.  K. : 

Bishop,  1 ;  Richard,  Mont.  T.,  14 ;  McCloud,  I ;  Robert  Keller,  1 ;  Sweet, 
5;  Brisco,  1;  J.  E.  Dyer,  1;  Whiting,  1;  Johnson,  1;  Hall,  1;  Massey, 
1;  Jobyn,  H.,  1;  Bevin,  2;  Durdee,  5;  Noble,  1;  Noble,  1;  Taylor,!; 
McDonald,  1;  Booth.  1;  J.  M.  Glover,  5;  Roberts,  1;  J.  A.  Barrett,  10; 
Hunt,  10;  total,  67.  ' 

F. 

H.  B.  Nabobs:  March  1— R.  Grey  said,  I  did  not  make  the  remark, 
If  Rosecrans  would  pay  him.  Meet  him  at  Varieties  at  10  o'clock.  The 
next  evening  meet  at  Saint  Louis  theater.    Yet  in  the  order. 

March  7— 

Question.  Wheredid  you  meet  Mr.  Cardon  on  4th,  Spruce  and  Almond  1 

Answer.  Met  R.  Grey,  R.  Mills,  and  Simpson.  Mr.  Grey  said  lie  said  he  hoped  he 
would  succeed;  that  he  belonged  to  a  secret  order;  he  would  go  to  Illinois  aud 
Missouri ;  get  all  leading  men  in of  other  gentlemen. 

Question.  Did  you  ask  him  to  get  you  in  the  secret  organization  f 

Answer.  I  did.  Cardon  said  he  belonged  to  a  secret  organization.  If  I  go  in  this 
I  don't  want  my  name  mentioned;  who  in  room. 

Question.  Did  he  deny  the  fr.  R.  Grey? 

Answer.  He  did  not  deny;  he  made  the  expression  tliat  Simijson  would  blow  it 
all  over  the  theater.    I  want  to  talk  to  you.    Did  Grey  tell  you  so  and  so?     He  said 
Grey  must  be  foolish.  ' 
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IT.  S.  General  Prison  Hospital, 
^  ,    ^  _  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  A  uguat  20, 1864. 

Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson, 

Provost-Marshal-General  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  there  are  now  held  in  ens- 
tody  ten  female  prisoners  in  one  room  in  Myrtle  Street  Prison.  The 
room  does  not  contain  more  than  2,400  cubic  feet  of  air,  which  is  barely 
sufficient  for  three  persons.  If  allowed  to  remiiiu  in  these  quarters 
sickness  will  doubtless  be  one  of  the  results.  Illness  to  a  certain 
extent  has  already  occurred.  We  would  respectfully  ask  instructions 
as  to  what  course  we  must  pursue.  Shall  we  treat  the  cases  as  they 
occur  in  the  quarters  they  now  occupy  or  remove  them  to  hospital? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  YOUNGBLOOD, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army,  Acting  Surgeon  in  Charge. 

[First  iodorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missottri, 

Office  Pbovost-Marshal-General, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  20, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to    Major    Heiurichs,  inspector  of  military 
prisons,  who  will  examine  into  the  matter  and  report  thereon.    All 
those  sick  had  better  be  transferred  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  there. 

J.  P,  SANDERSON, 
Provost-Marshal-  General. 

[Second  indor8emeiit.1 

Office  Inspector  of  Prisons, 

Saint  Louis,  August  21, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned,  with  the  suggestion  that  these  female  prison- 
ers be  removed  to  Gratiot  Street  Prison.  I  have  had  the  honor  before 
of  explaining  to  the  colonel  the  propriety  of  removing  tliese  women 
from  Myrtle  Street  Prison,  as  the  localities  there  are  in  no  way  the 
proper  ones  for  that  class  of  prisoners.  The  so-called  lower  round  room 
at  Gratiot  Street  Prison  seems  to  be  the  proper  place.  It  is  a  large  and 
airy  room,  and  perfectly  isolated  from  the  other  rooms.  One  female 
prisoner  is  there  now,  and  in  one  room  with  a  man  (the  counterfeiter 
who  was  ordered  to  be  kept  single),  and  as  this  prison  has  no  proper 
room  for  this  purpose,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  this  lower  round 
room  be  divided  into  two  rooms  by  a  partition,  which  would  make  good 
rooms  for  both  purposes.  The  female  sick  may  be  accommodated  in 
the  branch  hospital,  which  is  right  opposite,  and  where  there  is  plenty 
of  suitable  room.  I  sincerely  believe  that  this  change  would  be  of  a 
great  advantage  and  meet  all  the  desirable  points. 

GUST.  HEINRICHS, 

Major  and  Inspector. 


Confederate  States  Navy  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  20, 1864, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Sir  :  In  your  official  note  of  the  2d  of  October,  1863,  addressed  to 
Commander  W.  A.  Webb,  C.  S.  Navy,  are  the  following  paragraphs : 

Yesterday  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Atlanta  held  by  the  United  States,  with  an 
equal  list  iiow  in  conftuemeiit  in  tlie  Sontli,  was  forwarded  to  General  Meredith, 
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U.  S.  agent  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  with  a  suRgestion  that  he  should  see  Mr. 
Ould  and  propose  an  especial  exchange  in  these  cases,  general  exchanging  having 
been  stopped  for  reasons  unknown  to  me.  If  you  desire  to  forward  a  letter  upon  the 
subject  to  Richmond  I  will  have  it  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ould.  You  and  your 
officers  are  detained  in  consequence  of  the  authorities  at  Richmond  declining  to 
respond  to  any  action  on  the  part  of  this  Department  to  effect  exchanges 

Neither  this  paper  nor  the  proposition  it  embraces  ever  reached  Mr. 
Oald  or  this  Department.  Mr.  Ould  informs  me  that  some  six  weeks 
ago  he  made  a  verbal  proposition  to  Major  Mulford,  an  agent  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  being  precluded  from  communicating  in  writing 
with  General  Butler,  to  exchange  mutually  all  naval  officers  and  men, 
and  to  give  an  equivalent  to  whichever  side  might  hold  an  excess.  No 
notice  whatever  has  been  taken  of  this  proposition. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  dated  the  25th  of  June  last,  marked  unofficial, 
and  addressed  to  (3apt.  W.  A.  Webb,  and  which  has  been  transmitted 
to  me  by  Commander  Webb,  0.  S.  Navy,  contained  the  following 
paragraph : 

I  agaiu  repeat,  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  you  and  your  com- 
rades can  he  exchanged  collectively  or  individually  at  any  convenient  Southern  port 
for  naviil  equivalents;  and  that  you  maybe  convinced  that  the  responsi  bility  of  your 
future  detention  does  not  rest  with  this  Department,  I  am  authorized  to  forward 
your  commuuication  to  Mr.  Mallory,  and  if  yon  see  fit  you  can  send  him  a  copy  of 
this  note. 

Regarding  this  proposition  as  embracing  the  exchange  of  all  our 
naval  officers,  and  as  coming  with  your  authority,  it  is 'accepted;  and  I 
will  further  propose  that  it  be  extended  to  marines  and  all  others  in  the 
naval  service.  To  avoid  delay  and  the  possibility  of  a  misunderstand- 
ing of  any  desire  for  this  exchange  Lieutenant-Coramander  Williams  is 
released  on  his  parole  to  proceed  to  Washington  and  deliver  this  com- 
muuication. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


City  Point,  Va.,  August  21, 1864 — n  p.  m. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  tSec^-etary  of  War : 

Please  inform  General  Foster  that  under  no  circumstances  will  he  be 
authorized  to  make  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war.  Exchanges  simply 
re  enforce  the  enemy  at  once,  whilst  we  do  not  get  the  benefit  of  those 
received  for  two  or  three  months  and  lose  the  majority  entirely.  I  tele- 
graph this  from  just  hearing  that  some  500  or  600  more  prisoners  had 
been  sent  to  General  Foster. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  August  21, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones, 

Gomdg.  Confederate  Forces  in  8.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida : 
General  :  Being  credibly  informed  that  the  U.  S.  soldiers  prisoners 
of  war  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  are  dying  rapidly  for  want  of  the  com- 
forts and  necessaries  of  life,  I  feel  anxious  to  send  them  such  aid  as  we 
can.  I  therefore  respectfully  ask  permission  to  send  at  once  about 
ten  wagonloads  of  sanitary  stores,  and  that  one  or  more  of  the  U.  S. 
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officers  now  prisoners  of  war  in  your  hands  may  be  authorized  to  act  as 
quartermaster  in  the  reception  and  distribution  of  these  stores  to  our 
prisoners.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  transportation  from  Port  Royal  Ferry 
to  the  railroad,  I  propose  to  send  the  supplies  by  the  way  of  Savannah, 
meetinp:  a  steamer  sent  by  you  under  flag  of  truce.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  West  Tennessee  and  North  Miss., 

August  21, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  0.  C.  Washburn, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Memphis  ; 
General  :  I  have  a  number  of  XJ.  S.  prisoners  in  my  possession  which 
I  propose  to  exchange  for  an  equal  number  of  G.  S.  prisoners  of  equal 
rank.  If  you  have  not  an  equal  number  I  will  parole  the  remainder  I 
have,  with  the  understanding  that  if  you  should  capture  any  of  my 
men  you  will  parole  for  exchange. 

I  make  the  proposition  for  the  sake  of  humanity  to  the  prisoners.    If 
you  have  no  prisoners  belonging  to  my  command  I  will  exchange  for 
any  others  you  may  have,  but  ray  proposition  is  for  my  own  first. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  FORREST, 

Major-General. 

General  Forrest  sends  me  to  Major-General  Washburn  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  an  exchange.  I  hereby  accept  the  mission  with  the 
understanding  that  I  shall  return,  to  which  condition  I  hereby  pledge 
mv  honor,  and  not  to  reveal  anything  I  have  seen. 

'  JAS.  H.  O'CONNOR, 

Major,  Third  Illinois  Cavalry,  Prisoner  of  War. 


Headquartkrs  U.  S.  Military  Prison, 
Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  August  21, 1864. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  I).  C. : 
Colonel:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  a  report  and  suggestions  from  Surg.  Charles  J.  Kipp, 
in  charge  prison  hospital  at  this  camp. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       -^  A.  A.  STEVENS, 

Col.  Fifth  Eegt.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Camp  Morton. 

[Incloanro] 

Military  Prison  Hospital, 
Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  August  16, 1864. 

Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  Commanding  Camp: 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  you  this 
day  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  suggestions  as  to  the 
most  practicable  mode  of  remedying  the  evils  which  cause  an  unusual 

"For  reply  see  August  25,  1864,  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  257. 
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aiiiouut  of  sickness  and  large  mortality  among  the  prisoners  at  this 
cainp :  Tlie  camp  should  be  enlarged  to  at  least  twice  its  present  size. 
This  can  be  done  by  removiug  the  east  fence.  Additional  barracks  or 
tents  should  be  put  up  for  at  least  2,000  men,  so  as  to  relieve  the  bar- 
racks and  tents  now  overcrowded.  The  barracks  should  have  windows. 
Bunks  may  be  erected  in  tiers  not  more  than  two  stories  high.  An 
ablution  room,  provided  with  washtubs,  should  be  attached  to  each 
barrack.  Mess  rooms  should  be  connected  with  the  kitchens  and  the 
men  should  not  be  permitted  to  take  their  meals  to  the  barracks.  In 
order  to  afford  washing  facilities,  buildings  should  be  erected  and  pro- 
vided with  Farmer's  boilers,  washboards,  and  tubs.  Washtubs  can 
be  made  by  sawing  barrels  in  two.  The  new  privies,  which  are  now 
being  built,  will  greatly  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp. 
A  more  thorough  drainage  is  desirable.  The  prisoners  should  receive 
each  about  eight  ounces  of  potatoes  or  six  ounces  of  onions  daily,  as 
scurvy  is  prevailing  to  an  alarming  extent.  The  hospital  should  be 
located  outside  of  the  camp  inclosure. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  J.  KIPP, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  Charge. 


Office  Commissary-General  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  Auavst  21. 1864. 
Col.  B.  J.  Sweet,  Commanding,  Chicago,  III. : 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  in  relation  to 
the  location  of  your  headquarters,  I  have  to  say  that  Camp  Douglas  is 
considered  the  most  important  part  of  your  command,  which  requires 
the  constant  jjrescnce  of  the  commanding  officer,  and  I  am  reluctant  to 
consent  that  your  headquarters  should  be  returned  to  the  city.  Your 
duties  at  other  places  may  well  be  intrusted  to  other  officers  in  your 
absence,  but  for  the  good  order  and  safety  of  the  command  and  prison- 
ers at  Camp  Douglas  I  must  rely  entirely  on  your  presence.  The 
change  of  headquarters  from  the  city  to  the  camp  was  in  no  way 
intended  as  a  censure,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  felt  that  the  good  condi- 
tion of  the  camp,  as  often  reported  to  me,  was  attributable  to  your 
attention  and  good  management,  and  I  feared  that  in  your  absence 
from  the  camp  it  would  necessarily  fall  into  other  and  less  reliable 
hands,  and  for  this  reason  I  asked  for  the  change.  In  all  communica- 
tions relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  camp  they  should  be  dated  at  Camp 
Douglas. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  August  21, 1864. 
Capt.  George  W.  Ab^l,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  weekly  inspection 
report  of  condition,  &c.,  of  prisoners  of  war  at  this  post:  Camp,  good; 
quarters,  good;  bedding,  sufficient;  clothing,  sufQcient;  kitchen,  good ; 
messing,  good;  rations,  good;  general  policing,  good;  sinks,  very 
good ;  drainage,  good ;  hospital,  excellent. 

Remarlcs. — Prisoners  complain  that  the  ration  of  bread  (sixteen 
ounces)  issued  is  not  enough.    I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
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sergeants  in  charge  of  each  division  be  alloAved  an  extra  meal  daily,  as 
an  incentive  to  dnty.  The  sinks  are  cleaned  twice  each  day  and  the 
filth  washed  away  by  the  tide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
„.       ^  E.  H.  LEWIS, 

JfirstlAevt.,  AhVs  Independent  Batty.  Delaware  Vols.,  and  Insp.  Officer. 

fTntlijrsr^ineiil.  | 

liespectfully  forwarded. 

The  clothing  is  not  as  good  as  could  be  desired,  aa  I  have  only  dark 
blue  pants  and  coats  to  issue.  1  would  suggest  tliat  4,000  suits  of  gray 
clothing  be  sent  to  this  post.  1  inspected  the  barracks  and  hospitals  in 
person. 

A.  SGHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  August  21, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Frisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  Assistant  surgeon.  Doctor  Goddard,  recommends  that  the 
prisoners'  barracks  should  undergo  a  thorough  fumigation  and  cleans- 
ing. In  order  to  do  that  I  would  respectfully  request  that  1,000 
prisoners  be  transferred  to  some  other  station,  in  order  to  have  a  few 
empty  divisions  to  begin  with.  I  commence  with  the  officers'  barracks 
to-morrow,  but  the  privates'  barracks  are  full  and  it  cannot  be  done  at 
present  without  exposing  the  prisoners  to  sleeping  out  of  doors.  Small 
detachments  arriving  constantly  will  soon  fill  the  barracks  again.  I 
make  this  request  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  smallpox  still  exists. 
Seventy-four  cases  are  in  hospital  at  present,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  prevent  its  spreading  as  fall  approaches. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 
Office  Superintendent  of  Prison, 
*  Near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  August  21, 1864. 

Capt.  John  Ijewis,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  military  prison  and  prisoners  at  this  depot  for  the 
week  ending  August  21, 1864 : 

The  barracks :  The  kitchens  are,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  well 
cleaned  and  in  very  good  condition,  and  measures  have  been  taken  to 
have  those  two  cleaned  up  immediately.  The  diuing-halls  and  sleeping 
apartments  are  in  good  condition,  having  been  well  policed  during  the 
week.  The  prison  yard:  The  grounds  around  barracks,  and  the 
ditches,  drains,  &c.,  present  a  very  satisfactory  appearance,  having 
been  well  policed  during  the  week.  Sinks  in  good  condition.  The 
new  buildings  are  being  rapidly  completed,  and  will,  I  think,  be  ready 
for  nse  in  a  few  days.  Sanitary  condition  of  prison  good.  Whole 
number  of  prisoners  present,  2,550;  whole  number  prisoners  last  report, 
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2,519;  gain  since  last  report,  31;  whole  number  prisoners  in  hospital, 
51;  whole  number  prisoners  in  hospital  last  report,  52. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  A.  FOWLER, 
Major  171st  Ohio  National  Guard,  Superintendent  of  Prison. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquartees  U.  S.  Forces, 

Johnson's  Island,  August  21,  1864. 

Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded  to  Ool.  William  Hofiman, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

The  dining  halls  referred  to  by  the  superintendent  are  the  old  mess- 
rooms  in  the  prison  barracks.  Within  the  last  three  days  we  have  had 
much  rain,  which  has  interrupted  and  delayed  work  and  policing. 
Circular  No.  4  from  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  was  promul- 
gated and  put  in  force  yesterday  morning. 

CHAS.  W.  HILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Office  Commissaky-General,  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  21,  1864. 
Lieut,  Col.  S.  Eastman, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Elmira,  N.  Y. : 
Colonel:  In  the  absence  of  Colonel  Hoffman,!  have  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  report  of  Surg.  E.  F.  Sanger  relative  to 
the  prevalence  of  scurvy  among  the  prisoners  at  Elmira,  referred  by  you 
to  this  office,  and  in  reply  to  call  your  attention  to  letter  of  August  1, 
18C4,  which  authorizes  the  purchase,  with  your  approval,  of  anti- 
scorbutics for  the  prisoners  generally  whenever  in  the  judgment  of  the 
surgeon  they  are  necessary,  to  be  paid  for  from  the  prison  fund,  and 
also  for  the  sick  when  the  hospital  fund  is  too  limited  to  meet  such 
expenditures. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BLAGDEN, 
Major,  Second  Mass.  Cavalry,  Asst.  to  Com.  Gen.  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Provost-Marshal  op  Prisoners, 

KocK  Island  Barracks, 
Rock  Island,  III.,  August  22*1864. 
Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Commanding  Post: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  prison  and 
prison  hospital  for  the  week  eniling  to-day,  as  follows:  The  streets  and 
avenues  of  the  prison  are  clean  and  in  good  order.  The  external  as  well 
as  internal  appearance  of  prison  and  hospital  buildings  is  very  good. 
The  kitchens  of  both  departments  are  in  excellent  order.  The  general 
appearance  of  the  prisoners  is  clean  and  tidy;  the  bedding  of  the 
prisoners  being  well  aired.  The  sanitary  condition  of  both  departments 
is  excellent.    No  change  of  importance  since  last  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  P.  CAEAHER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

Provost- Marshal  of  Prisoners. 
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[Indoraement.] 

Headquarters  Rock  Island  Barracks, 

Eock  Island,  III.,  August  24,  1864. 
Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners. 

The  immense  sewer  in  course  of  construction  by  the  quartermaster's 
department,  running  crosswise  through  the  prison,  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition  and  promises  to  fulfill  all  wants  of  that  nature.  This  work 
will  tend  to  better  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  prison,  which 
is  at  present,  under  the  circumstances,  excellent. 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Renimmit  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Gomdg.  Post. 


"Washington  City,  D.  C,  August  2:2, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  Army, 

In  Charge  of  Exchange  Business: 
General:  I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  18th 
instant  in  regard  to  certain  indorsements  by  me  upon  letters  forwarded 
to  you,  and  beg  to  say  that  the  indorsements  referred  to  were  designed 
as  suggestions  for  answers  to  applicants  for  special  exchanges.  1  wish 
special  applicants  to  understand  that  all  of  our  soldiers  held  in  the 
South  are  equally  entitled  to  be  exchanged,  and  I  wish  them  to  infer 
from  this  that  it  is  not  Just  to  others  that  here  and  there  an  individual 
should  be  singled  out  and  exchanged  unless  there  are  reasons  for  it  of 
a  public  character. 

I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  the  Secretary  of  War  intimating  any 
change  of  policy  with  regard  to  colored  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 


Richmond,  Va.,  August  22, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  U.  8.  Commissioner  for  Exchange: 

Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  communication  which,  on  the  10th 
instant,  I  addressed  and  delivered  to  Maj.  John  E.  Mulford,  assistant 
agent  for  exchange.*  Under  the  circumstances  of  the  case  I  deem  it 
proper  to  forward  this  paper  to  you,  in  order  that  you  may  fully  under- 
stand the  position  which  is  taken  by  the  Confederate  authorities.  I 
shall  be  glad  if  the  proposition  therein  made  is  accepted  by  your 
Government. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OTJLD, 
Agent  for  Exchange. 


Steamer  New  York,  Flag  of  Teuce, 

Varina,  Va,,  August  22, 1864. 

Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  Having  been  informed  that  Maj.  Nathan  Goff,  a  Federal  officer, 
is  held  by  the  Confederate  authorities  in  close  confinement,  said  to  be 
in  retaliation  for  a  prisoner  similarly  held  by  the  U.  S.  authorities  in 
the  person  of  Maj.  Thomas  D.  Armesy,  C.  S.  Army,  I  now  propose  the 
release  and  delivery  to  their  respective  Governments  of  each  of  the 

*  See  p.  578. 
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above-named  parties,  and  in  case  you  accept  tbis  proposition  will 
deliver  to  you  on  my  next  trip  Major  Armesy.    Will  you  do  it? 
]  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  MULFOED, 
Major  and  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 

[liulorsement.  I 

August  22,  18C4. 
I  accept  tliis  proposition.  I  would  further  suggest  that  all  diflicul- 
ties  connected  with  the  detention  of  officers  and  men  on  both  sides  in 
close  confinement  or  irons  can  be  satisfactorily  adjusted  on  the  basis 
herein  indicated.  Let  all  prisoners  of  war  on  each  side  be  released 
from  confinement  (close)  or  irons,  as  tlie  case  may  be,  and  either  placed 
in  the  condition  of  other  prisoners  or  sent  to  their  respective  homes  for 
their  equivalents.  '\ 

KO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Off  East  Pascagoula,  August  22,  1864. 
Ool.  O.  C.  DwiGHT,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange  Division  of  ^Yest  Mississippi  ; 

At  a  meeting  held  this  day  between  Col.  C.  0.  Dwight,  agent  for 
exchange  of  prisoners  on  the  part  of  Major  General  Oanby,  command- 
ing Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  and  Lieut.  Col.  N.  G.  Watts, 
agent  for  exchange  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  it  is  proposed  that  an  exchange  of  the  naval  pris- 
oners captured  by  the  U.  S.  fleet  in  Mobile  Bay  since  the  1st  of  August 
instant  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  for  an  equivalent  number  of,U,  S. 
naval  prisoners  captured  by  General  E.  Kirby  Smith  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Texas,  the  U.  8.  naval  prisoners  captured  in  Texas  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  the  mouth  of  Eed  Itiver,  La.,  and  the  Confederate  naval  prison- 
ers to  be  delivered  at  Hollywood,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Mobile  Bay, 
neither  to  be  declared  exchanged  until  the  actual  delivery  of  the 
equivalent  for  them. 

It  is  also  proposed  that  an  exchange  be  made  for  the  Confederate 
prisoners  captured  at  Fort  Gaines  August  8,  1864,  and  that  the  U.  S. 
commander  at  New  Orleans  be  allowed  to  select  in  return  for  said 
prisoners  an  equivalent  of  the  U.  S.  prisoners  captured  east  of  the 
Mississippi  Eiver  from  the  forces  of  Major-General  Oanby,  or  west  of 
the  Mississippi  by  General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  said  U.  S.  prisoners  to  be 
delivered  at  Viclcsburg  or  at  the  mouth  of  Eed  Eiver,  and  the  Confed- 
erate prisoners  at  Hollywood,  eastern  shoreof  Mobile  Bay,  or  Vicksburg, 
Miss.,  all  under  the  same  condition — that  the  prisoners  on  either  side 
are  not  to  be  declared  exchanged  until  the  actual  delivery  of  equiva- 
lents for  them. 

N.  G.  WATTS, 
lAeutenant- Colonel  and  Agent. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Fla., 

Inspector-General's  Office, 
Charleston,  8..  C,  August  22, 1864. 
Maj.  Charles  S.  Stringfellow,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  thei  major-general  com- 
manding, accompanied  by  Surg.  T,  L.  Ogier,  medical  director  of  the 
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department,  I  have  visited  the  hospital  and  find  the  condition  of 
Colonel  Crooks,  of  the  Twenty-second  New  York  Cavalry,  prisoner  of 
war  (see  indorsement  of  Surgeon  Ogier),  not  to  be  such  by  the  laws  of 
humanity  as  to  subject  him  at  this  time  to  the  retaliatory  treatment 
ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  In  the  meantime  I  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  suggest  that  as  the  suflferings  of  Colonel  McDonald- 
arbitrary,  inhuman,  and  without  justification— have  been  continued  for 
weeks  without  an  equivalent  on  our  side,  that  we  can  only  equalize  by 
a  substitution  of  an  increased  rank  for  the  loss  of  time,  and  that  for 
th:s  purpose  Major-General  Stoneman,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  of  this 
city,  be  substituted  for  Colonel  Crooks  to  this  punishment  until  such 
time  as  Colonel  Crooks  may  be  pronounced  in  condition  to  receive  the 
same.  The  precedent  established  by  the  enemy  fully  justifles  this 
recommendation,  as  in  the  cases  of  Captains  Sawyer  anil  Flinn,  who 
were  held  as  hostages  in  Eichmondfor  officers  of  equal  grade  who  were 
condemned  and  executed  by  the  enemy  for  recruiting  in  Kentucky,  the 
enemy  selected  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  F.  Lee  and  confined  him  in  a  dungeon 
at  Fortress  Monroe  as  a  hostage  for  them.  The  dispatch  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  of  the  lith  states  that  Colonel  McDonald  was  captured  by 
thecommand  of  Colonel  Crooks.  He  states  that  he  has  never  been  with 
General  Hunter;  that  his  regiment  is  attached  to  Burnside's  corps,  and 
that  he  was  captured  at  Eeams'  Station,  near  Petersburg,  -while  under 
arrest  and  in  rear  of  his  command.  In  my  opinion  Major-General 
Stoneman  is  an  eminently  fitted  subject  for  this  treatment. 
EespectfuUy  submitted. 

JOHN  F.  LAY, 
Major  and  Depart'ment  Inspector- General. 

[FirHl  indurseiuoiit.J 

Office  Medical  Director,  Charleston,  August  32, 1864. 
Having,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  examined  Colonel  Crooks, 
Federal  prisoner,  in  prisoners'  hospital,  I  find  him  affected  with  chronic 
disease,  and  consider  him  unfit  to  be  put  in  solitary  confinement. 
Eespecttnlly, 

T.  L.  OGIEE, 

Medical  Birector. 

[Secoud  indorHemeat.J 

Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

August  22, 1864. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded  for  information  of  Secretary  of  War. 
I  have  not   carried  out   the  order  to  put  Colonel  Crooks  in  irons, 
awaiting  reply  to  my  telegram  of  this  date  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

SAMUEL  JONES, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[Third  indorMeineiii.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

August  29,  1864. 
EespectluUy  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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IFouTtU  indorsoment.] 

August  30,  1864. 
Adjutant-Geneeal  : 

General  Jones  telegraphed  yesterday  that  Colonel  C.  escaped  from 
hospital,  had  been  recaptured,  and  the  order  carried  into  execution. 
By  order  of  Secretary  of  War : 

K.  G.  H.  KEAN, 

Chief  Bureau  of  MVar. 


Hdqes.  Dist.  of  Baton  Eouoe  and  Port  Hudson, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  August  23, 1864. 
Col.  C.  C.  DWIGHT, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  &c.: 
I  Inclose  you  herein  the  rolls  of  prisoners  exchanged  on  22d  instant 
by  Colonel  Landram,  of  our  forces,  and  Colonel  Scott,  C.  S.  Army.* 

As  yon  will  see,  Colonel  Landram  became  indebted  to  them  four  men, 
for  which  he  gave  a  receipt,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  He  also 
accepted  the  paroles  of  four  of  our  men ;  three  of  these  were  at  time  of 
cai)ture  too  sick  to  move  and  were  paroled  and  left;  the  other  was 
paroled  to  remain  and  take  care  of  them.  Colonel  Landram  accepted 
an  exchange  for  these  men,  he  not  being  aware  it  was  contrary  to 
orders.  Should  you  so  desire  not  to  recognize  these  paroles  it  would  be 
well  to  address  a  letter  to  Colonel  Scott,  advising  him  of  the  fact  and 
that  the  receipt  given  by  Colonel  Landram  is  so  canceled. 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  .1,  HEimON, 

Major-  General. 

[IndorsBment.] 

Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  August  30,  1864. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
The  exchange  was  made  by  Major-Geueral  Herron  under  a  misappre- 
hension, but  under  the  circumstances  I  have  approved  it  and  ordered 
the  officers  and  men  to  duty.    1  recommend  that  the  exchange  be 
officially  announced. 

ED.  It.  S.  CANBY, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Office  of  Agent  of  Exchange, 
Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  August  23, 1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  N.  G.  Watts,  G.  S.  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Colonel:  In  answer  to  your  proposition  of  yesterday  I  have  the 
honor  to  say  that  Major-General  Canby  will  exchange  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  C.  S.  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  prisoners  of  war  lately  cap- 
tured in  Mobile  Bay  for  the  officers  and  men  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  hereto- 
fore captured  west  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver  and  now  held  as  prisoners 
of  war  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  such  exchange  to  be  made, 
officer  for  officer,  enlisted  man  for  enlisted  man,  according  to  their 
several  ranks  and  grades,  as  far  as  the  prisoners  held  on  each  side  will 

'Rolls  (omitted)  show  4  officers  and  96  enlisted  men. 
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enable  such  exchange  per  capita  to  be  made;  prisoners  remaining  on 
each  side  for  whom  none  of  corresponding  rank  are  held  by  the  other 
to  be  exchanged  according  to  the  scale  of  equivalents  established  by 
the  general  cartel  of  1862.  All  persons  on  the  rolls  or  shipping  articles, 
or  anywise  employed  on  the  captured  vessels,  to  be  included  in  such 
exchange.  The  prisoners  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  thus  exchanged  to  be 
delivered  at  Eed  River  Landing,  La.,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  brought 
to  that  point.  The  prisoners  of  the  C.  S.  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  to  be 
delivered  at  or  near  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  as  nearly  simultaneously  with  the 
last-mentioned  delivery  as  possible;  those  first  delivered  to  be  paroled, 
not  to  take  up  arms,  &c.,  until  the  actual  delivery  of  the  prisoners  for 
whom  they  are  exchanged. 

Major-General  Oanby  will  also  exchange  the  oflBcers  and  men  of  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Gaines,  lately  captured  by  the  forces  of  his  command 
and  now  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  for  an  equivalent  number  of  of&cers 
and  men  of  the  U.  S.  forces  now  held  prisoners  of  war  within  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  the  latter  to  be  delivered  at  Red  River 
Landing,  the  former  at  or  near  Vicksburg,  Miss.;  these  deliveries,  if 
practicable,  to  be  made  at  the  same  time  as  the  deliveries  of  the  naval 
prisoners  on  each  side,  the  principles  of  the  cartel  to  be  observed  with 
reference  to  all  prisoners. 

The  prisoners  mentioned  by  you  in  our  conference  of  yesterday  as 
having  been  captured  on  the  east  aide  of  the  Mississippi  were  all 
captured  beyond  the  limits  of  Major-General  Cauby's  command. 

We  will  also  include  in  the  exchange  of  army  prisoners  ten  or  twelve 
officers  of  the  C.  S.  Army  captured  at  various  times  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, being  all  the  prisoners  so  captured  now  remaining  in  our  hands. 
The  following  is  a  memorandum  of  the  several  classes  of  prisoners 
herein  referred  to  held  by  us : 

C.  S.  yat-y  and  Marine  Corps. 

OflBcers 23 

Warrant  oflficers 4 

Petty  and  non-commissioned  oflBcers 44 

Seamen  and  privates 190 

Garrison  of  Fort  Gaines. 

OflBcers 45 

Non-commissioned  ofBcers  95 

Privates 6i50 

Other  prisoners  captured  east  of  Mississippi,  officers 12 

I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  and  forward  to  Major  Szymanski  any  com- 
munication from  you  necessary  to  the  prompt  execution  of  this 
agreement. 

The  parcels  of  money,  clothing,  &c.,  sent  to  the  fleet  at  Mobile  for 
prisoners  here  have  been  received  and  delivered  as  addressed. 

The  surgeons  brought  here  from  Mobile  with  the  prisoners  are 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  Pascagoula  by  the  first  flag-of-truce  boat. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  C.  DWIGHT, 
Colonel  and  Agent  of  Exchange  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi. 


[August  23, 1864.— For  Bascom  to  Gillem,  in  relation  to  release  of 
all  non-combatants  in  Fast  Tennessee  held  as  prisoners,  &c.,  see  Series 
1,  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  II,  p.  28!).j 
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Office  Asst.  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisonees, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  23, 1864. 

Major-General  Hitchcock,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  to 
me  relative  to  the  case  of  Maj.  Nathan  Goff,  &c.,  and  I  inclose  herein 
for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Quid 
and  myself  on  the  subject,*  and  would  further  inform  you  of  my  inten- 
tion to  take  Major  Armesy,  G.  S.  Army,  with  me  to  the  place  of  meet- 
ing the  Gonfederate  authorities  on  my  next  trip,  and  shall  deliver 
Armesy  only  when  I  receive  Goff,  as  per  agreement.  I  have  also  on 
my  last  trip  arranged  for  the  exchange  of  Captain  Ives  for  Waller, 
as  per  instructions  from  Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  MULFORD, 

Major,  &c. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Gamp  Chase,  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  August  23,  1864. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  I).  C: 
Colonel:  Under  your  former  instructions  prisoners  of  war  were 
allowed  to  receive  contributions  from  their  friends  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  under  your  circular  of  the  10th  instant.  The  consequence 
is  the  accumulation  of  a  large  amount  of  supplies,  the  greater  portion 
of  which  are  of  a  perishable  nature.  Those  that  are  not  so  cannot  be, 
except  in  a  very  few  instances,  returned  to  the  donors  for  the  want  of 
authority  to  do  so  and  the  means  to  pay  charges.  Heretofore  the  few 
articles  that  were  not  permitted  to  be  delivered  to  prisoners  were 
turned  over  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  prison  hospital,  but  now 
they  exceed  any  possible  demand  of  that  kind.  Will  you  instruct  me 
what  disposition  to  make  of  these  articles?  Allow  me  also  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  among  the  articles  allowed  to  be  sold  by  the 
sutler  buttons  are  not  included.  They  would  seem  to  be  almost  a 
necessity. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  EICHARDSON, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  Comdg.  Post. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  August  23,  1864. 
Surg.  T.  M.  Getty,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  T).  C: 

Sir  :  Having  been  directed,  in  Special  Orders,  No.  254,  current  series, 
to  report  for  duty  in  this  oflce,  you  are  hereby  assigned  to  the  duty  of 
acting  medical  inspector  of  prisoners  of  war. 
By  order  Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners : 

W.  T.  HAETZ, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

"See  Miilford  to  Quid,  August  22,  and  Quid's  indorsement  thereon,  p.  G67. 
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State  of  South  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Columbia,  August  23, 1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  On  the  10th  of  August,  1863, 1  ordered  the  provost-marshal's 
court  for  Charleston  district  convened  for  the  trial  of  such  slaves  as  had 
then  recently  been  captured  on  James  and  Morris  Islands  "in  arms 
against  the  lawful  authority  of  South  Carolina,  and  iree  negroes  of  any 
of  the  Southern  States  connected  with  such  slaves."  I  appointed  W. 
Hayne,  attorney-general,  and  A.  P.  Aldrich,  esq.,  to  prosecute,  and  two 
eminent  lawyers,  Nelson  Mitchell  and  Edward  McCrady,  esqrs.,  to  defend 
the  prisoners. 

The  court,  after  hearing  evidence  and  argument,  decided  that  they 
had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  the  correctness  of  which  decision  may 
be  questioned ;  and  on  the  same  day  I  communicated  to  you  the  fact 
that  I  had  ordered  the  trial,  and  also  announced  my  purpose  to  delay 
any  action  for  the  present  with  regard  to  the  free  negroes  from  the 
Northern  States.  On  1st  of  September  you  replied  to  my  communica- 
tion of  10th  of  August,  giving  me  the  President's  views  upon  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  letter,  and  adding: 

I  venture  to  recommend  further,  that  the  captured  negroes  be  not  brought  to  trial; 
or,  if  condemned,  that  your  power  of  executive  clemency  be  exercised  to  suspend  their 
execution,  to  allow  the  possibility  of  arrangement  on  this  question,  so  fraught  with 
present  difficulty  and  future  danger. 

I  fully  appreciated  the  embarrassments  surrounding  this  question, 
and  accordingly  suspended  further  action  till  something  might  be  done. 
I  moreover  supposed  it  probable  that  the  Congress  would  have  amended 
its  resolutions. 

1  may  here  add  that  in  cases  of  slaves  of  this  State  offending  in  like 
manner,  which  have  occurred  before  other  similar  courts,  the  offending 
have  been  executed.  One  case  of  a  Florida  slave  convicted  I  have 
reserved,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestion. 

I  now  bring  this  subject  again  to  your  attention,  in  order  that  some- 
thing definite  may  be  done  if  practicable;  and  as  my  term  of  office 
expires  in  December  I  should  be  glad  to  dispose  of  it,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  before  that  period. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

•^        ^  M.  L.  BONHAM. 


August  23, 1864. 
General  Forrest,  Panola,  Miss.: 

I  congratulate  you.    Consider  wisdom  of  notifying  Washburn.    His 
staff  will  be  hostages  for  outrages  and  violations  of  civilized  warfare 

^y  "^^  ''"''''•  D.  H.  MAURY. 


Washington,  August  24, 1864. 
General  Butler: 

I  will  deliver  on  parole  invalid  rebel  officers  and  men  for  those  arrived 
at  Annapohs  if  you  desire  it.  ^    HOFFMAN, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners. 
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Office  Commissaey-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  24, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  Barnes,  Commanding  Point  Lookout,  Md.: 

General  :  It  is  not  intended  to  retain  any  large  number  of  prisoners 
lit  Point  Lookout  because  of  its  accessibility  to  the  Virginia  shore,  but 
there  will  probably  be  occasions  when  there  will  be  8,000  to  10,000,  or 
possibly  more,  and  its  security  will  always  be  a  matter  of  much  inter- 
est to  the  War  Department,  and  I  would  therefore  urge  it  upon  you 
that  you  cannot  be  too  much  on  your  guard  against  any  possible  con- 
tingency. Be  always  prepared  for  an  attack  from  without  or  within. 
The  Navy  Department  has  given  assurances  that  there  will  always  be 
present  a  sufiBcient  naval  force  to  render  any  required  assistance. 
Please  report  any  change  that  may  take  place  in  the  number  of  armed 
vessels  present.  I  would  suggest  that  vessels  which  move  out  from 
the  dock  for  the  night  be  required  to  anchor  iinder  the  guns  of  the 
gunboats  as  a  security  against  capture  by  surprise. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  24, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Oanbt, 

Commanding,  Headquarters  New  Orleans,  La.: 
Sir:  In  reference  to  the  communication  of  Colonel  Dwight  of  July 
25,  addressed  to  yourself,  and  by  you  forwarded  the  4th  instant,  touching 
the  validity  of  certain  paroles,  say  1,360, 1  entirely  concur  with  you  in 
the  opinion  that  the  enemy  having  held  those  prisoners  ten  days  are 
entitled  to  credit  for  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Oen.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Dunn's  Hill,  August  24, 1864. 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War  : 

The  dispatches*  of  Colonels  Ould  and  Gorgas  in  reference  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  men  to  take  place  at  Fort  McHenry  have  been  received. 
Should  I  state  what  is  represented  of  their  character  in  those  dis- 
patches, it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  fatal  to  them.  Their  sentences 
had  not  been  confirmed  by  President  Lincoln,  and  I  think  it  better  not 
to  interfere. 

A.  E.  LEE. 


Special  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  200.  i  Richmond,  August  24,  1864. 

XXVIII.  Maj.  John  H.  Gee,  of  the  Eleventh  Eegiment  Florida  Vol- 
unteers, is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of  Salisbury,  N.  C,  to 

*  Not  found. 
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relieve  Colonel  Gilmer,  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  who  will  reioin  his 
regiment.  "^ 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- 6 eneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  August  25, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok,  Chief  of  Staff  U.  8.  Army  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  receipt  yesterday  of  a 
communication  from  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones,  dated  the  20th  instant.  I 
inclose  a  copy,  marked  A.*  It  is  in  reply  to  my  letter  to  him  of  the 
15th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent  to  you  on  that  day. 

By  the  same  flag  of  truce  which  brought  me  this  letter  from  General 
Jones  he  also  sent  one  from  Col.  John  Bedel,  Third  New  Hampshire 
Volunteers,  to  himself,  with  one  from  the  colonel  to  me.  Both  these 
letters  are  dated  on  the  17th  instant.  I  also  inclose  copies  marked 
respectively  B  and  C,t  and  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to 
General  Jones'  indorsement  on  the  letter  marked  B.  As  all  these 
pajiers  relate  to  the  subject  of  exchange  I  have  made  no  reply  to 
them,  but  refer  them  to  you  for  the  action  of  the  Honorable  Secretary 
of  War,  as  directed  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the  8th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  August  25, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  U.  8.  Armies,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General  :  Referring  to  my  letters  of  the  4th  and  17th  [19thJ  instant 
in  regard  to  the  destitute  and  wretched  condition  of  our  prisoners  in 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  communi- 
cated with  General  Sam.  Jones,  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  whom  is  inclosed,  J 
asking  permission  to  send  to  our  prisoners  a  certain  quantity  of  sani- 
tary stores,  kindly  flirnished  by  the  agent  of  the  Sanitary  Commission 
here.  To  this  I  have  as  yet  received  no  answer.  I  did  not  apply  for 
permission  to  send  quartermaster's  stores  to  our  prisoners  for  the  reason 
that  I  have  received  no  authority  in  response  to  my  application  for 
such  distribution. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  I  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  the  rebel 
authorities  to  forward  to  our  prisoners  such  articles  as  may  be  abso- 
lutely required  to  meet  their  necessities.  If  this  belief  be  found  to  be 
well  grounded  it  will  make  the  condition  of  our  prisoners  more  com- 
fortable in  their  captivity.  This  will  accord  well  with  the  policy  of  the 
Government  should  it  decide  not  to  exchange  prisoners  at  this  time. 

The  obtaining  of  37,000  men  able  to  fight  would  at  this  time  be  a 
much  desired  relief  to  General  Hood's  army,  and  accounts  for  the 
anxiety  of  the  rebels  to  exchange  at  this  time.  Looking  at  it  in  this 
light  I  think  that  the  sending  of  relief  to  our  prisoners  would  be  the 

*  See  p.  625.  t  See  pp.  602, 603.  \  See  August  21,  p.  662. 
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best  thing  that  could  be  done  at  present,  and  I  shall  send  all  that  the 
Sanitary  Commission  can  furnish.  I  would  respectfully  ask,  however, 
that  my  application  to  furnish  them  with  clothing,  &c.,  may  be 
granted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


[August  25,  1864. — For  Jones  to  Foster  in  relation  to  supplies  for 
Union  prisoners,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  II,  p.  257.] 


Special  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  15.  ]  August  25,  1864. 

*  *       '  m  *  *  *  * 

10.  Lewis  Baker  and  O.  S.  Long,  editors  of  the  W^heeliug  Eegister, 
now  confined  in  the  military  prison  at  W^heeling,  W.  Va.,  are  hereby 
released  from  said  prison.  All  books,  papers,  and  other  property  per- 
taining to  the  paper  (Wheeling  Register)  now  in  the  hands  of  the  mil- 
itary authorities  will  immediately  be  turned  over  to  said  Baker  and 
Long,  and  they  will  be  allowed  to  resume  the  issue  of  the  paper 
(Wheeling  Register). 
By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

A.  F.  HAYDEN, 
Asuistnnt  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Depot  foe  Prisoners  of  War, 

Ulmira,  N.  Y.,  August  25, 1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  the  inspector  of 
prison  camp  at  this  post  for  August  21, 1864,  with  the  following  re- 
marks: Drainage  is  being  made  complete;  cook-house  and  mess  room 
is  too  small;  the  kitchen  is  being  made  a  little  longer;  the  mess-room 
will  seat  from  1,600  to  1,800;  another  of  about  the  same  size  should  be 
erected;  I  will  write  more  fully  on  that  point.  There  is  a  suflBcient 
number  of  medical  ofiBcers  now  here  to  attend  to  the  sick  daily,  and 
they  are  directed  to  do  so.  Some  of  the  prisoners  have  no  blankets. 
Shall  every  one  have  a  blanket  issued  to  him?  I  have  written  to  yon  in 
relation  to  the  stagnant  water  in  pond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  EASTMAN, 
lAeutenant- Colonel,  V.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 

[Inclosure.] 

Prison  Cajvip,  Elmira,  N.  T.,  August  21, 1864. 
Lieut,  T.  R.  Lounsbeery, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Lieutenant:  T  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  made  the 
inspection  required  by  Special  Orders,  No.  289,  headquarters  depot  for 
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prisoners  of  war,  dated  Blinira,  N.  Y.,  August  17, 1864,  and  submit  the 
following  report: 

Police  of  camp,  good;  police  of  quarters,  good;  police  of  guard-house, 
good;  drainage  of  camp,  progressing,  but  incomplete;  sinks  nearly 
finished  on  the  north  side  of  pond,  and  good  sink  south  of  pond  com- 
menced; cook-house  and  mess-rooms  in  good  condition,  but  insutHcient 
in  size;  hospitals  in  good  condition,  but  not  sufficient  for  the  wants  of 
the  camp. 

On  the  20th  instant  226  were  reported  sick  in  hospital  and  a  larger 
number  in  quarters.  Many  of  those  in  quarters  are  unable  to  attend 
sick  call,  and  in  some  cases  had  not  been  visited  by  a  surgeon  in  four 
days.  Some  are  destitute  of  blankets  and  proper  underclothes,  and  all 
without  hospital  rations;  clothing  of  prisoners  deficient,  especially  in 
blankets  and  shirts.  The  stench  arising  from  the  stagnant  water  in 
the  pond  is  still  very  offensive. 

B.  HUNGER, 
Captain,  Forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Inspector  of  Gamp. 


Headquarters  Depot  for  Prisoners  of  War, 

Elmira,  N.  Y.,  August  25, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  respectfully  request  some  further  instructions  relating 
to  the  issue  of  clothing  to  prisoners  of  war.  Tlie  friends  of  the  pris- 
oners are  sending  clothing  almost  daily  for  their  use,  and  I  have  some 
doubt  if  it  can  be  issued  under  Circular,  No.  4,  dated  August  10,  1864. 
They  are  in  need  of  clothing,  and  if  it  be  permitted  to  issue  all  that  is 
received  it  will  save  the  Government  considerable  expense,  and  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  it  be  done.  It  is  difficult  to  tell  whether 
the  clothing  came  from  a  friend  or  a  relative.  I  send  with  this  an  appli- 
cation from  Noah  Walker  &  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  to  know  if  they  can  send 
clothing  to  prisoners  when  ordered  by  their  friends.  Shall  I  answer  in 
the  affirmative? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•^        *^  S.  EASTMAN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Depot. 

[Inclosure.) 

Baltimore,  August  22, 1864. 
Commander  of  Post,  Elmim,  N.  Y. : 

Dear  Sir:  A  recent  restrictive  order  in  relation  to  sending  goods 
to  prisoners  puts  us  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  you  with  an 
inquiry.  We  have  numerous  packages  on  hand,  ordered  from  us  by 
relatives  of  prisoners,  and  we  have  many  orders,  as  yet  unfilled,  which 
we  hesitate  to  act  upon.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  furnish  only  the 
commonest  and  most  indispensable  articles.  Applications  are  handed 
to  us,  indorsed,  examined  by  the  proper  officer  at  the  post.  Are  we  to 
understand  that  such  indorsement  authorizes  us  to  fill  the  order  ot  the 
prisoner  ?  We  desire  to  comply  in  the  strictest  manner  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Government,  and  any  information  from  you  as  to  our  duty 
will  be  thankfully  received. 

Yours,  very  truly,  ^^^^  y,A.l.KEn  &  CO. 


678  prisoners  of  war  and  state,  etc. 

Office  of  Agent  of  Exchange, 
Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

August  35,  1864. 
Maj.  1g.  Szymanski, 

C.  S.  Agent  of  Exchange,  Trans-Mississippi  Department: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  list  of  the  paroled 
Vicksburg  prisoners  who  have  reported  for  exchange  in  this  city. 
They  will  be  included,  with  your  consent,  in  the  exchange  agreed  upon 
between  us  on  the  28tli  day  of  July,  ultimo,  and  will  be  delivered  by  me 
at  the  time  of  the  exchange  then  agreed  upon,  or,  if  you  prefer  to 
receive  them  sooner,  will  be  delivered,  on  their  parole  already  given,  at 
any  earlier  day  you  may  name  for  receiving  them. 

I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  from  you  the  lists  of  paroled 
men  to  be  exchanged  under  the  agreement  of  July  28,  as  well  as 
answers  to  the  several  communications  I  have  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  you  since  that  time. 
I  am,  major, 

0.  C.  DWIGHT, 
Colonel  and  Agent  of  Exchange,  Mil.  Div.  of  West  Mississippi, 


EiCHMOND,  Ya.,  August  25, 1864. 
Governor  Thomas  H.  Watts,  Montgomery,  Ala.  : 

Conditions  to  be  fulfilled  in  selection  of  prison  depot  are  nearness  to 
subsistence,  not  now  available  for  Armies  of  Tennessee  and  Virginia, 
and  safety  from  raids.  Silver  Run  is  in  a  region  drained  for  both 
armies,  and  liable  to  raids  in  Sherman's  present  position. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va,,  August  25,  1864. 
General  J.  H.  Winder,  Andersonville,  via  Macon : 

Hasten  to  the  utmost  the  preparation  of  the  other  prisons.    How 
soon  can  they  be  prepared  ? 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  August  25, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder,  CommMnding,  <fec.,  Andersonville,  Ga. : 

General:  Major-General  Foster,  commanding  TJ.  S.  forces  in  my 
front,  has  requested  me  to  permit  him  to  send  within  our  liues  about 
two  wagonloads  of  sanitary  stores  for  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  prisoners  of 
war  now  at  Andersonville.  He  states  that  he  is  credibly  informed  that 
the  U.  S.  soldiers,  prisoners  of  war  at  Andersonville,  (la.,  are  dying 
rapidly  for  want  of  the  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life,  hence  his 
request. 

As  the  prisoners  at  Andersonville  are  not  under  my  control  I  of 
course  cannot  undertake  to  send  those  stores  to  them  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  oflBcer  having  charge  of  them.  I  refer  the  matter  to  you  for 
such  action  as  you  may  think  proper  and  will  inform  General  Foster 
that  I  have  done  so.    A  circular  dated  in  Washington  on  the  10th 
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instant,  and  signed  by  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Pris- 
oners, permits  our  prisoners  to  receive  clothing  and  other  articles,  not 
contraband,  from  their  relatives  or  friends  residing  beyond  our  (their) 
lines  when  forwarded  by  liag-of-truce  boat  or  by  any  other  authorized 
channel,  so  long  as  the  prisoners  of  war  held  at  Bichmond  and  other 
Southern  prisons  are  permitted  to  receive  the  same  articles  in  the 
same  maimer  from  their  relatives  and  friends  in  the  loyal  States. 

Will  you  please  inform  me,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  if  you 
will  permit  the  iirisoners  to  receive  sanitary  stores  that  I  may  reply  to 
General  Foster's  request? 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- General. 


Abingdon,  Va.,  August  25, 1864. 
Dear  President:  Hon.  H,  W.  Bruce  told  me  last  winter  that  you 
had  kindly  directed  Colonel  Ould  to  put  my  son's  name  down  for  the 
first  prisoners  exchanged.  There  seems  now  again  a  prospect  of  the 
renewal  of  the  exchange.  Let  me  implore  you  to  order  Eeid's  name  to 
be  put  down  again  on  the  first  list.  As  I  do  not  wish  to  be  selfish,  even 
as  a  mother,  will  you  put  with  Eeid's  name  that  of  the  gallant  Lieuten- 
ant Eead  of  the  Tacony?  He  was  my  dear  son's  companion  in  this 
escape  through  the  loop-hole  of  the  fort.  I  rejoice  with  you  in  the 
brilliant  success  of  your  brave  and  high-toned  nephew,  J.  Taylor  Wood. 
I  know  you  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  Captain  Contri  proves  himself  not 
only  a  good  soldier,  but  an  excellent  husband,  son,  and  brother.  He  is 
now  away  on  an  expedition  of  great  hazard,  but  one  which  we  fondly 
hope  will  win  him  the  reputation  he  deserves.  Virginia  is  very  well 
and  happy,  except  for  the  captain's  absence  and  the  dangers  to  which 
his  fearless  character  expose  him.  She  joins  me  in  best  regards  to 
yourself  and  Mrs.  Davis. 

ANNA  J.  SANDBES. 

[First  indoraement.] 

August  30, 1864. 
EespectfuUy  referred  to  the  commissioner  of  exchange,  who  will  know 
better  than  myself  of  the  case  and  any  assurances  which  may  have 

[Second  indaraement.] 

September  2,  18G4. 


Colonel  Ould: 
Note  the  President's  indorsement. 


[Third  indorsement.] 


J.  A.  SEDDON. 


September  3, 1864. 


EespectfuUy  returned  to  His  Excellency  the  President. 

Some  time  ago  Your  Excellency  referred  to  me  for  attention  an  appli- 
cation which  had  been  made  to  you  for  the  special  exchange  of  Maj. 
Eeid  Sanders.  Before  that  1  had  repeatedly  asked  for  the  release  ot 
the  major,  as  Mrs.  Sanders  well  knows.  Mrs.  Sanders  urged  me  on 
several  occasions  to  offer  Major  White,  the  Pennsylvania  State  sena- 
tor, for  Major  Sanders.  That  I  could  not  consent  to  do  without  spe- 
cific directions,  nor  could  I  offer  to  give  any  Federal  major  for  him,  for 
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the  reason  that  I  knew  that  the  enemy  would  select  Major  White. 
Upon  receiving  your  indorsement  I  renewed  my  efforts.  For  more 
than  a  year  the  Federal  authorities  have  been  assured  that  a  major 
would  be  given  for  Major  Sanders  if  he  were  sent  South.  More  than 
that  I  could  not  do  without  a  departure  from  the  principles  that  have 
governed  exchanges. 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

[Foarth  indoraeTuent.] 

September  6,  1864. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  action  of  the  commissioner  seems  to  have  [gone]  the  full  extent 
of  the  established  policy. 

J.  DAVIS. 

[Fifth  Indorseniexit.] 

Answer  Mrs.  Reid  [Sanders]  that  attempts  have  been  made  for  the 
exchange  of  Major  Sanders  and  those  attempts  have  failed.  The  efforts 
of  the  commissioner  for  this  purpose  have  gone  as  far  as  the  policy  of 
the  Government  would  permit. 


Office  Gommissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  26, 1864. 
Ool.  W.  P.  Richardson, 

Commanding  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  in  relation  to  articles  seut 
to  prisoners  alter  the  date  of  Circular,  No.  4  is  received,  and  in  reply  I 
have  to  say  that  such  articles  must  be  disposed  of  as  the  prisoners  to 
whom  they  are  sent  may  desire.  They  may  be  sold  and  the  proceeds 
deposited  to  their  credit,  or  they  may  be  returned  to  the  donor,  if  the 
expense  is  paid  by  the  prisoner.  Common  suspender  buttons  may  be 
sold  to  prisoners. 

Very  resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Forces,  Johnson's  Island  and  Sandusky, 

Johnsonh  Island,  Ohio,  August  26, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Colonel:  It  is  so  apparently  necessary  that  I  should  explain  my 
delay  in  reporting  upon  some  matters  as  commandant  of  this  post  that 
I  propose  to  make  the  explanation  a  letter  by  itself.  In  the  first  place, 
since  I  assumed  the  command  there  have  been  no  less  than  seven 
different  regiments  here  for  duty  and  two  batteries.  All  of  these  regi- 
ments but  two  were  newly  organized  and  in  the  hands  of  officers  mostly 
inexperienced.  I  had  to  look  after  them,  as  well  as  after  the  prisoners, 
and  see  to  their  discipline  and  instruction.  I  had  no  staff"  for  the  per- 
formance of  duty  usually  devolved  upon  inspectors,  ordnance  officers, 
acting  assistant  adjutants  general,  and  aides-de  camp,  except  as  I 
should  detail  from  time  to  time,  and  of  those  detailed,  inexperienced  as 
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nearly  all  of  them  were,  there  has  been  a  constant  succession  of  changes 
at  short  intervals.  The  same  difficulty  was  constantly  recurrme  with 
reference  to  most  of  the  clerks  detailed  for  the  very  heavy  clerical  duty 
involved  by  the  work  of  the  post  and  the  prison,  and  in  addition  to  the 
changes  and  almost  complete  revolution  in  the  administration  of  prison 
affairs  under  your  orders.  I  have  had  enormous  amounts  of  work  to 
do  m  the  way  of  policing,  building,  road-making,  draining,  and  repair- 
ing, lu  order  to  carry  out  the  plan  authorized  by  you  last  winter  and 
the  subsequent  orders  and  instructions  received  from  you,  and  thoueh 
1  have  scarcely  lost  a  day  from  duty,  I  have  none  of  the  time  been  in 
pertect  health,  and  much  of  the  time  been  unfit  to  work  to  advantage, 
to  do  everything  tliat  ought  to  be  done,  and  do  it  in  proper  time  and 
manner  was  impossible.  All  I  could  do  was  to  select  out  and  carry  for- 
ward those  things  most  indispensably  necessary,  intending  to  bring  up 
the  deferred  work  speedily,  but  the  intervening  of  some  new  duty  often 
still  further  postponed  matters  previously  and  unavoidably  deferred, 
among  which  were  letters  and  reports  to  you.  Deeming  it  but  just  to 
say  this  much  and  not  wishing  to  occupy  a  moment  of  your  time  need- 
lessly, I  drop  explanations,  and  am,  colonel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  W.  HILL, 

Colonel,  Gommanding. 

Hdqes.  F.  S.  Forces,  Johnson's  Island  and  Sandusky, 

Johnson's  Island,  Ohio,  August  26, 1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  J).  C.  : 

Colonel  :  Asking  that  my  letter  of  explanations  of  this  date  may  be 
taken  as  a  prelude  to  this,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  upon  subjects 
specially  alluded  to  for  me  to  report  upon  in  your  letter  of  the  28th 
ultimo.  The  preparations  to  extend  the  prison  by  moving  the  rear 
fence  were  commenced  by  me  in  April,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  to 
carry  out  the  plan  of  opening  up  the  avenue  along  the  rear  fence,  effect 
the  proper  drainage,  and  excavate  for  the  sinks,  as  you  directed,  before 
the  fences  should  be  moved,  and  to  carry  out  also  the  plan  of  a  ditch  cut 
to  the  solid  rock  on  all  but  the  bay  side  of  the  prison  yard,  to  prevent 
tunneling  and  at  the  same  time  facilitate  drainage,  involved  a  large 
amount  of  work  in  addition  to  the  other  heavy  amounts  of  current  work 
to  be  done,  and  all  had  to  be  done  by  the  troops.  Six  new  sinks  on  the 
rear  side  were  each  blasted  into  the  solid  rock  to  the  depth  of  from  five 
to  six  feet,  and  with  a  measurement  of  about  nine  feet  wide  and  fourteen 
feet  long.  The  prison  extension  might  have  been  made  two  or  three 
weeks  earlier  than  it  was  but  for  the  delay  in  obtaining  lumber.  It 
was,  however,  entirely  completed  on  the  12th  day  of  July.  The  average 
width  of  extension  was  95  feet,  being  88  feet  at  the  north  and  102  feet 
at  the  northwesterly  corner.  The  space  gained  is  ample  for  all  neces- 
sary purposes. 

As  to  sub-sutlers,  I  did  not  know  that  there  were  any,  and  upon 
investigation  I  find  that  they  were  not  in  operation  over  two  or  three 
weeks.  They  were  jirisoners  of  war,  who,  to  accommodate  each  other 
and  Mr.  Johnson,  received  from  him  vegetables  and  stationery,  which, 
as  he  represents,  and  1  think  correctly,  they  received  a  small  profit 
on,  and  they  were  discontinued  as  soon  as  your  letter  on  that  subject 
was  received.  Neither  in  that  matter  nor  in  any  other  do  I  think 
that  Mr.  Johnson  intended  to  violate  your  orders.    About  his  prices 
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I  took  measures  to  secure  the  proper  information,  but  have  been  abso- 
lutely unable  to  use  it.  It  lies  upon  my  files,  and,  though  he  is  no 
longer  sutler,  will  be  considered  when  I  come  to  levy  the  tax  upon  him, 
which  I  have  not  yet  done  for  want  of  time  to  act  with  proper  knowledge. 
As  to  the  system  of  checks  and  the  mode  of  sales  in  the  prison  by  the 
sutler,  I  found  it  all  in  full  operation  just  as  it  had  been  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Pierson,  Generals  Terry,  Shaler,  and  Colonel  Bassett. 
I  presumed  that  what  was  being  done  had  your  acquiescence.  As  soon 
as  I  was  informed  to  the  contrary  I  took  the  earliest  means  to  exclude 
the  checks  and  have  the  sales  all  rest  upon  tlie  proper  orders.  Inclosed 
please  find  a  blank  copy  of  the  order  introduced  and  now  in  use.*  If 
I  have  not  already  stated  it,  as  I  think  I  have,  let  me  say  that  the  send- 
ing of  a  tri-monthly  report  of  prisoners  to  you  was  a  mistake  of  a  clerk. 
Major-General  Heintzelman  had  required  a  tri  monthly  report  of  prison- 
ers, and  the  clerk  supposed  that  rule  made  it  necessary  to  send  you  a 
tri-monthly  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHAS.  W.  HILL, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

Barracks,  No.  3,  Surgeon's  Office, 

Mmira,  August  26, 1864. 
Lieutenant  Loxjnsberry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Pursuant  to  your  orders  I  examined  in  person  the  prisoners  at  the 
barracks,  9,300  in  number,  and  found  793  cases  of  scurvy.  I  observed 
that  the  prisoners  more  recently  from  Point  Lookout  were  more  exempt 
from  scurvy  than  the  old  ones.  We  may  account  for  this  either  from 
the  fact  that  our  recent  captures  were  from  home  guards,  unaccus- 
tomed to  the  exposure  and  privations  of  a  soldier's  life,  or  from  better 
diet  at  Point  Lookout.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it  is  partly  from  both. 
The  prisoners  at  this  station  have  prisoners'  rations,  with  the  addition 
of  two  rations  per  week  of  mixed  vegetables.  Scurvy  has  been  on  the 
increase.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  an  increase  of  quantity  and 
variety  of  antiscorbutics  was  called  for  to  improve  the  standard  of 
health  and  prevent  an  increase  of  scurvy.  The  scurvy  existing  does 
not  arise  from  any  sanitary  neglect,  if  we  except  the  sinks,  which  can- 
not be  remedied  without  authority  from  Washington.  I  find  it  will  be 
impossible  to  furnish  antiscorbutics  from  the  hospital  fund  for  so  large 
a  number.  It  would  require  $300  per  month  for  a  single  ration  of 
potatoes  daily  for  the  scurvy  cases.  Our  fund  amounts  to  about  $500, 
and  we  are  drawing  upon  it  largely  at  present  to  feed  hospital  patients. 
Without  change  of  diet  we  may  reasonably  expect  an  increase  of 
scurvy.  I  would  therefore  suggest  an  extra  issue  of  one  ration  per 
week  of  potatoes,  cabbage,  or  onions  to  the  prisoners  for  the  present, 
and  a  daily  issue  to  the  scurvy  cases.  As  soon  as  our  straw  comes  we 
shall  have  accommodations  for  400  patients  in  hospital.  The  total 
number  who  should  receive  hospital  treatment  is  rising  550.  Very 
many  of  these  are  scorbutic  patients.  The  barracks  put  at  our  disposal 
will  accommodate  200  for  dietetic  treatment,  leaving  593  in  quarters  to 
receive  daily  issues  of  fresh  vegetables  in  their  quarters. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  SANGEK, 
Surgeon,  V.  S.  Volunteers,  in  Charge. 

*  Omitted. 


